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Bridging the Gaps:

Enhancing MEA Implementation in the Balkans

1st Project Meeting, Vienna, Austria 26-27 June 2006, Federal Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Draft AGENDA, Rev5
· 26 June 2006 (Day 1)

9.30 – 10.00

Registration
10.00 – 10.45

Opening Session

· Welcome 
· Introduction to the project “Bridging the Gaps: Enhancing MEA Implementation in the Balkans”

· Mr. Martin Sajdik, Ambassador, Head of EU-Section, MFA, Austria 
· Welcome

- 
Mr. Hugo-Maria Schally, Head of Unit, Int. Affairs, Trade and Environment, DG Environment, European Commission

· Key note introduction and objectives of the Meeting by UNEP

· Mr. Bakary Kante, Director, Division of Environmental Conventions, UNEP
10.45 – 11.00

Tea/Coffee Break
11.00 – 12.30
Session I – Introduction: Enhancing MEA-Implementation in the Balkans: Chemicals/Wastes and Biodiversity

Chair: Ms. Elfi More, MoE, Austria 
· Overview of Status Quo

· MEAs in the internal legal system

· Organizational Structures
Introductory Remarks by:
· Mr. Harald Egerer, UNEP Vienna
· Mr. Stephen Stec, Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe

· National Expert from Balkans
· Mr. Hugo-Maria Schally, Head, Unit for Int. Affairs, Trade and Environment, DG Environment, European Commission
12.30 – 14.30

Lunch Break
14.30 – 16.00

Working Groups: Charting the Way forward

· Chemicals/Wastes

· Biodiversity

Facilitated by:
· Ms. Donata Rugurabamu, Senior Legal Officer, Basel Convention (tbc)
· Prof. Gerhard Loibl, MoE, Austria
16.00 – 16.15

Tea/Coffee Break
16.15 – 17.30

Report of the Working Groups and Discussion
19.30 – 22.00
“Heuriger” – dinner-reception offered by the Austrian Ministry for Foreign Affairs

· 27 June 2006 (Day 2)

9.00 – 9.15
Opening Remarks/Follow-up from Day 1


Chair: Bakary Kante, Director, Division of Environmental Conventions, UNEP

9.15 – 10.30
Session II – Enhancing MEA Implementation in the Balkans and the Broader Perspective:

· The Aarhus Convention
· Ms. Marianna Bolshakova, Aarhus Convention Secretariat, UNECE
· Sub-regional and Transboundary Cooperation Aspects
· Mr. Harald Egerer, UNEP Vienna
· EU Acquis
· European Commission
10.30 – 11.00

Tea/Coffee Break
11.00 – 12.30
Session III – How to: Instruments to Enhance and Improve Implementation

· Enhancing Compliance and Enforcement: Various Approaches

· Mr. Arnold Kreilhuber, Division of Environmental Conventions, UNEP
· Introduction to the AIMS Project

· Mr. Stephen Stec, Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe
· Role of the Regional Partnership

· Mr. Christian Krepela, Head of Environment Department, MFA, Austria
12.30 – 13.00

Recommendations and the Way Forward/Closing Session

Chairs:

· Mr. Christian Krepela, Head of Environment Department, MFA, Austria
· Mr. Bakary Kante, Director, Division of Environmental Conventions, UNEP
Following Closing 
Lunch
Session


***
Chairs of the Meeting: Austria and UNEP
Rapporteur: UNEP/REC

Secretariat: Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Austria
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