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       Vienna, 13 June 2006

Dear Colleague, 

At our meeting held on 11 October 2005 in Budapest we discussed the possibilities of further developing the relationship between the Regional Partnership and the countries of the Western Balkans. The goal of this cooperation was defined as countries of the Regional Partnership to contribute to shaping the policy of the European Union regarding the Western Balkans region. Austria, at the time, has taken on this task in the field of environment.
In principle, our initiatives shall include, inter alia:
1. facilitating access to information for the Western Balkans region, 

2. assisting networking efforts between potential recipients and providers of know-how in the appropriate field of co-operation, and

3. activities at the EU level in Brussels/Strasbourg with the view to achieving a more efficient use of the financial and human resources that the countries concerned have already dedicated to the respective field of action.
On 26/27 June 2006 Austria is organizing a seminar in Vienna as a capacity building exercise and to agree on the way forward in our cooperation with the group of focal points for the environmental pillar. The seminar will attempt to identify the countries’ specific interests in this cooperation, be they of an institutional, substantive, or policy nature. The focal points would form the core group of the environment pillar of the Regional Partnership - Western Balkans cooperation. 

Please find attached the draft programme for the meeting in Vienna. Financial support for travel is available for participants from the Western Balkans region.

I would be grateful if you could nominate two experts for the seminar with responsibilities in EU and environmental affairs. Details and further information are available in the draft agenda and attachments.
Yours sincerely,

Dr. Ursula PLASSNIK

Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs, Austria  
