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Suggested action by the Governing Coundil

A. Implementation of the Mamo Ministeriad Declaration

The Governing Council may wish to adopt a decision dong the following lines

The Governing Council,

Recdling the Mamé Ministerid Declaration,

Recdling dsothe Nairobi Declaration on the Role and Mandate of the United Nations Environment
Programme and the United Nations Millennium Declaration,

Recognizing the need to close the gap between the commitments made in the Madmé Minigerid
Declaration and the action required for itsimplementation,

Taking note with gppreciation of the report of the Executive Director concerning the implementation
of the Mamé Minigerid Dedlaration (UNEP/GC.21/3),

1. Redffirms its full commitment to the implementation of the Mamé Minigterid Declaration;

2. Emphasizes the importance of integration between policies addressing the eradication of
poverty and policies addressing the root causes of globa environmental degradation;

3. Urges Governments to trandate the commitments made in the Mamd Minigterid Declaration
into concrete action at the nationd, regiona and globd levels,

4. Encourages civil society, the private sector and other mgjor groups to contribute actively to the
full implementation of the Mamé Minigeria Declaration;

5. Underscores that the Mamd Minigteria Declaration condtitutes a significant milestone in the
process which will culminate in 2002 in the ten-year review of the outcome of the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development;

6. Decidesto tranamit the Mamo Minigterid Declaration as well as the present decision, through
the President of the Council, to other intergovernmenta bodies and conferences in the United Nations
system and the Bretton Woods ingtitutions, with a view to promoting the trandation of the commitments into
policy and action by those bodies and organizations;

7. Reguedts the Executive Director to transmit the Mamo Minigterid Declaration as well asthe
present decison todl relevant United Nations bodies, programmes and agencies,

8. Invites the Commission on Sustainable Development to integrate the congderation of the
commitments contained in the Mamo Minigterial Declaration into its work, especidly at its ninth and tenth
sessions,

9. Invitesthe Executive Director to take further stepsin the implementation of those aspects of the
Mamo Minigteria Declaration that fall within the mandate of the United Nations Environment Programme,
including coordination within the United Nations system, inter dia through the Environmental Management
Group;

10. Regueds the Executive Director to monitor the implementation of the whole range of
commitments and actions contained in the Mamd Minigterid Declaration and compile relevant information
for consderation by the Committee of Permanent Representatives as well as the Council at its twenty-second
session.
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B. Therole of civil society

The Governing Council may wish to adopt a decision dong the following lines

The Governing Coundil,

Recdling Genera Assembly resolution 2997(XX V1) of 15 December 1972, in particular its
section |V, paragraph 5, aswell as chapter 28 of Agenda 21,

Also recdlingits decision 18/4 of 26 May 1995, in which it caled for the development of a policy
framework and appropriate mechanisms for working with non-governmental organizations, and the fact that
the United Nations Environment Programme subsequently adopted a policy concerning non-governmenta
organizations and other mgjor groups, issued on 30 October 1996,

Further recdling the rules of procedure of the Council, in particular rule 69, which dlows
“International non-governmentd organizations having an interest in the field of the environment ... to st as
observers a public meetings of the Governing Council and its subsdiary organs’,

Stressing paragraph 14 of the Mamd Minigerid Declaration,

Taking note with appreciation the work of the United Nations Environment Programme with respect
to non-governmenta organizations and civil siety,

Aiming at further developing the relationship between non-governmental organizations and the
United Nations Environment Programme and its governing bodies,

1. Reguedsthe Executive Director to initiate a consultative process with Governments on ways
and means to enhance the participation of non-governmenta organizations in the work of the United Nations
Environment Programme;

2. Also requeststhe Executive Director to submit a report to the Committee of Permanent
Representatives on the outcome of those consultations before the end of 2001,

3. Reguests the Committee of Permanent Representatives, upon receipt of the report of the
Executive Director requested in paragraph 2 above, to develop a draft proposa for submission to the
Council at its ecid sesson in 2002;

4. Decides that the consultations between the Executive Director and Governments, as well asthe
work of the Committee of Permanent Representatives in this matter, shal be guided by the following
principles:

(@  TheGoverning Council and its subsidiary bodies are intergovernmental, and this status shdl
not be changed or undermined;

(b) Norrgovernmenta organizations have a crucid role to play in the work of the United Nations,
including the United Nations Environment Programme, as recognized in article 71 of the Charter of the
United Nations;

() The Globd Ministerid Environment Forum/sixth specid session of the Governing Council
highlighted the need to strengthen the interaction between civil society and the private sector on the one
hand and Governments and the Environment Programme on the other;
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(d) The present rules of procedure of the Governing Council that regulate the participation of non-
governmenta organizations in the work of the Council date back to 1974. The adequacy of these provisions,
especidly the criteria for accreditation, should be analysed in the context of the desire to enhance the
involvement of such organizations;

(® Sincethe Governing Council is not a subsidiary body of the Economic and Socid Council and
is not obliged to follow the rules of procedure of that body, the current practices and procedures of the
Economic and Socia Council adopted in its resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996 on the consultative
relationship between the United Nations and non-governmental organizations may congtitute an interesting
model aso for the Environment Programme;

(f) The practices relating to the involvement of non-governmental organizations in the work of the
Commission on Sugtainable Development, as well asin other United Nations bodies and agencies, may dso
condtitute interesting examples for the Environment Programme;

() The Committee of Permanent Representatives, being an inter-sessionad subsidiary body of the
Governing Council, may aso benefit from interaction with non-governmenta organizations,

(h) The relationship between non-governmenta organizations and the Governing Council and its
subsidiary bodies must be supplemented by a highly developed rel ationship between such organizations and
the secreariat of the Programme between sessions. The Programme's policy on non-governmentd
organizations and major groups should be reviewed;

5. Decidesto include an agendaitem entitled “ Strengthening of the role of non-governmenta
organizations in the work of the United Nations Environment Programme’ in the provisona agenda of its
seventh specid session;

6. Regueststhe Executive Director to report to it at its seventh specia sesson on progressin the
implementation of the present decision.
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Introduction

1 In the Mamd Minigterid Declaration, adopted by the Governing Council at its sixth specid sesson in
decision SS.VI1/1, the Council recognized the growing trends of environmenta degradation that threaten the
sustainability of the planet, despite the commitment of the international community to halt them.
Underscoring an darming discrepancy between commitments and action, it emphasized that god's and
targets agreed by the international community in relaion to sustainable development must be implemented
in atimely fashion. The prevailing chalenges appear to be: to ensure that actions are taken to implement
the political and legd commitments entered into by the international community in atimely manner; and to
ensure that the results of suchactions reverse the present trend of environmenta degradation.

2. The Declaration stressed the need to address the root causes of globa environmental degradation
embedded in socia and economic problems such as pervasive poverty, unsustainable production and
consumption patterns, inequity in distribution of wealth and the debot burden. This will require the
participation of Governments, as well as dl other relevant actors, nationally and internationdly, in
addressing the sources of problems in achieving environmenta protection and sustainable devel opment.

3. The Declaration underlined that success in combating environmental degradation is dependent on the
full participation of dl actorsin society. This might lead to a system where dl sectors of society become
mutualy accountable, with clear responsibilities in combating environmenta degradation. Thisin turn
might raise the issue of how best each sector could make its voice heard in the decision-making procedures
in environmental and environmert-related matters.

4.  Thechdlenges and opportunities articulated in the Madmé Minigerid Declaration are being actively
addressed by UNEP to turn them into concrete action. UNEP isintensfying its action to fill the gap
between the commitment and the action entered into by the international community. Its functiona
gpproach is being strengthened further to convert fragmented sectora policy responses into more coherent
integrated policy responsesin order to effectively address multifaceted environrmental dimensions of
sustainable development. The sections below present highlights of the recent activities undertaken by UNEP
in the areas underscored by the Declaration as being associated with the mgjor environmenta chalenges of
the twenty-first century.

I. IMPROVING THE KNOWLEDGE BASE

5. UNEP continues to undertake actions regarding the criticad environmenta issues highlighted in the
Declaration. Environmental assessment and early warning functions are continuoudly carried out and
strengthened to provide a scientific bass for decision-making. The ongoing Globa Environment Outlook
(GEO) process and UNEP s contribution to the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment represent this aspect &t the
globd leve.

A. Environmentd indicators

6.  Thereisaneed to make an assessment of increasng human vulnerability due to environmenta changes,
and to develop vulnerability indices based on transparent and sound methodologies. A review of internationa
work in the area of vulnerability assessment and indices has been completed by UNEP. A generd approach to
environmentd vulnerability assessment also has been developed. Work continues towards the development of a
human vulnerability index based on environmental changes. This concept will be implemented in the “ Outlook”
chapter of the third edition of the Globa Environment Outlook report. Its objective is to demonstrate the impact
of environmenta changes and the consequent increasing vulnerability of the health of humankind, economic
loss, poverty, loss of natura heritage, loss of intellectual property rights, conflict, extreme occurrences and
climate change. Efforts are being made to emphasize the need for sound integrated environmental management.
A review of internationa work in the area of vulnerability assessment and indices has dready been completed.
A generd approach to increasing vulnerability due to environmenta changes has been devel oped.
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B. Access to environmental and environment-related information

7. From policy development to enforcement, transforming commitment into action requires rliable
information in environmenta and environment-related matters. In partnership with governmenta and other
organizations, UNEP often provides a wide range of services encompassing scientific, technicd, lega and
other information in the field of the environment. To ensure that the actions of all sectors of society are more
environmentally sound, such information should be reedily available on demand. The need to make use of
new information technology, underscored in the Mam® Ministeria Declaration, is being addressed by
UNEP. Owing to the current differences among countries in access to publicly available information,
however, consideration may need to be given to ways and means of incressing the accessibility of
environmenta and environment-related information in al countries for al the stakeholders concerned.
UNEPs exigting information ddivery systems, such as the reformed Infoterra (see UNEP/GC.21/2) and
various clearing-house mechanisms and databases, should be fully utilized to that end.

[I. ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

8. Environmentd law has been one of the priority areas of UNEP since its inception. Building on its
long-term gtrategic environmentd law programme (the Montevideo Programme), UNEP has been the
driving force a the globd leve for the development of globa and regiona multilateral conventions and
related ingtruments for over two decades. Mot recently, the negotiation of a convention for implementing
international action on persistent organic pollutants, initiated by the Governing Council in decision 19/13 C,
was concluded in Johannesburg in December 2000. UNEP has provided legd technicd assistanceto alarge
number of developing countries to develop their nationd environmenta legidation and reated inditutions to
build expertise in this area.

9. A new drategic Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmenta Law for the
First Decade of the Twenty-first Century (Montevideo Programme I11) has been developed in pursuance of
Governing Council decison 20/3. A meeting of senior government officias in Nairobi in October 2000
findized the draft Programme, which is now before the Council for adoption (UNEP/GC.21/INF/3,
attachment). 1t will guide UNEP in further strengthening its activities in the progressive development of
environmenta law and addressing mgor environmenta threats. Among new and emerging environmental
issues, particular emphasis will be placed on the effective implementation d and compliance with
environmentd law at the nationd and international levels, including aspects of enforcement and liability.
Studies on legd responses to new and emerging environmental chalenges will dso be carried out within the
framework of the new programme.

10.  Subject to the availability of resources, UNEP will continue assisting developing countries and
countries with economiesin trangtion to develop nationa environmental legidation and enhance their
expertise in environmentd law, with aview in particular to the effective implementation of and compliance
with internationa environmental agreements. Such assistance will include developing draft laws and
training government personnel in response to requests received from Governments,  Legidétive guidance
materials will be further developed and awarenessraising and training workshops on relevant subjects will
be held in cooperation with partner Governments and organizations.

11. The promotion of awider gppreciation of environmental law through the dissemination of
information, training and awareness raising will continue to be an important dement of UNEP's activities.
Through the further development of the UNEP/World Conservation Union (IUCN) Joint Environmental Law
Information Service (ECOLEX), opportunities provided by new information technology are to be seized in
order to ensure prompt and enhanced access to information on internationa and nationa environmenta law.

12.  The need for enhanced coordination among multilateral environmental conventions, aswell as
programmatic support to such conventions, is being actively addressed by UNEP (see UNEP/GC.21/4). The
Environmenta Management Group is expected to address coordination, linkages and complementarities
among multilateral environmenta conventions and the programmes of the United Nations system.
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1. INTEGRATING ENVIRONMENTAL DIMENSIONS INTO ECONOMIC POLICIES

A. Coordination within the United Nations sysem

13.  In pursuance of Council decision 20/12, UNEP regularly consults with partner organizations within
the United Nations system and coordinates activities with them in specific areas of common interest.
Overdl coordinaion of activitiesis facilitated through the Environmental Management Group.

B. Globdization, macroeconomic policy-making and export credit agencies

14.  Sincethe late 1980s, UNEP has been engaged in the integration of environmenta considerations into
macroeconomic and in particular trade policy. The incorporation of environmental perspectives in the
design and assessment of macroeconomic policy-making, as well asin the practices of export credit
agencies, is increasingly becoming an important, but aso controversid, issue in which UNEP has recently
begun to play arale. It isalogica extension of UNEP s Financid Services Initiative, which is aimed at
promoting the integration of environmenta considerations into the provision of financid services by the
private sector.

15. UNEPsobjectivesinthisareaare: to develop and improve capacities of countries in the application
of macroeconomic instruments, including assessment methodologies, incentive toals (i.e., environmentd
impact assessment, vauation of environmental and natura resources, natura resource accounting and other
economic instruments) and mutually supportive trade and environment policies; and to develop, in the light
of the extension of UNEP's Financid Services Initiative, a programme to ensure the incorporation of
environmenta considerations into public finance through export credit agencies. UNEP is undertaking
country case studies on environmental and natural resource accounting and the design and application of
economic ingruments to achieve environmenta objectives.

16. Regarding trade and environment issues, UNEP is undertaking country projects ng the
environmenta impacts of trade liberdization. A joint UNEP-United Nations Conference on Trade and
Deveopment (UNCTAD) Capacity-building Task Force on Trade, Environment and Development has been
established, which will promote a didlogue and policy formulation process to enhance the mutua
supportiveness of environmenta conventions and World Trade Organization (WTO) rules. Another
development is a UNEP Reference Manua on Integrated Assessment of Trade rdated Policies. UNEP is
waorking with the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) to integrate
environmental considerations in OECD decison-meaking. It aso providesinformation on the environmenta
screening of projects and the benefit s of such screening, in close cooperation with its partnersin the
Financia Services Initigtive.

17.  Theoutput of these aforementioned activities includes. the publication of compendiums of case
studies on economic instruments for environmental management and environmenta vauation; Six country
case sudies on the design and application of economic ingdruments;, and an updated UNEP Environmental
Impact Assessment Training Resource Manud, which will include approaches to integrated assessment
combining economic and socia appraisal with environmental assessments. Regarding trade and the
environment, UNEP will prepare Six country case studies, organize eight international and regional seminars
and provide recommendations on the potentiad synergies and conflicts between environmenta conventions
and WTO.

C. Lifecydeeconomy

18. Thelife cycle gpproach to environmental management isincreasingly being applied in many
countries, mainly developed ones. However, the methodologies and technologies for achieving sustainable
production and consumption need to be further developed and applied. Developing countries and economies
in trangition stand to benefit substantialy from this concept. 1t will therefore be important, taking into
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account the evaluation d these principles at the 2002 Earth Summit, to make these methodol ogies and
technologies more accessible to al countries.

19. Theobjectives of UNEP in thisfield are: to improve worldwide awareness and understanding of
cleaner and safer production issues and to promote the use of related management tools and technologies
leading to efficient use of natural resources and pollution prevention; to support and catalyse nationa and
regiond cleaner production centres; to expand the network of government and industry experts to provide
ongoing input and advice; to raise the awareness of international organizations, governments, industry,
business, public bodies and civil society of the need for more sustainable consumption patterns to minimize
resource depletion and pollution, to take advantage of creating new markets; and to enhance the capabilities
of governments, industry and other organizations to make policy decisions and to take other actions at all
levels.

20. UNEP held thefirst Cleaner Production Round Table for Africa and the first Workshop on Cleaner
Production and Sustainable Consumption in Nairobi in August 2000. A specid meeting on Cleaner
Production and Sustainable Consumption was part of the sixth International Hightlevel Seminar on Cleaner
Production held in Montreal in October 2000. Since the launching of its Life Cycle Economy initiative,
UNEP has promoted this approach through many events, including the Natural Resources Summit held in
Berlin in May 2000, the World Expo 2000 in Hannover in June 2000 and an expert meeting of product
sarvices systems held in Parisin June 2000. UNEP signed a letter of intent with the Society for
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry in May 2000, with the aim of promoting the application of life
cycle assessment.

21.  UNEP commenced work on life cycle management for minerals and metals, and two regiona
workshops in Asia and Africawere held to explore the use of environmenta technology assessment in the
minerals and metas sector. A workshop on voluntary initiatives to increase the environmental engagement
of the private sector was held in Paris in September 2000, and annual consultative meetings with industria
associations will be held to discuss topics such as the life cycle economy and preparationsfor the World
Summit on Sustainable Devel opment to be held in 2002,

22.  Theoutput of UNEPs activitiesin this field includes an increased number of nationdl and regiona
initiatives, such as seminars, workshops and round tables to create awareness, catdyse locd dialogues and
build local expertise; dectronic information systems and databases to exchange information on the life cycle
economy, cleaner and safer production and sustainable consumption; and publications such as meeting
reports, updated versons of publications and methodologies relevant to life cycle management.

V. PROMOTING ENVIRONMENTAL ACCOUNTABILITY

A. The“padlluter pays’ principle

23.  Thereisaneed to further develop policies to promote the application of the * polluter pays’ principle
at dl leves of palicy-making in al regions. UNEP will further promote the gpplication of the principle
through the use of economic instruments at al levels —nationd, regiona and globa — with a specia focus
on developing countries and countries with economiesin trangtion. To this end, actions are being carried
out to build capabilities on the design and use of economic instruments. Country studies are to be developed
with national ingtitutions through stakeholder processes. Diadogue on energy subsidy reform and sustainable
development will beinitiated and advanced. Actions are dso being carried out to assess the impact of
energy subsidies and their reform and to create nationa and internationa dialogue to initiate such reform
focusing on sectors such as agriculture and fisheries.

B. The Globa Compact

24.  UNEPisexpanding its efforts to promote greater environmenta stewardship in the private sector. This
includesiitsinvolvement in the creation of new voluntary initiaives, strengthening guidance on sustainable
reporting and playing an active role as one of United Nations three key agencies involved in efforts to apply the
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principles underlying the Secretary-Genera’ s Globa Compact initiative between the United Nations and
business on human rights, labour standards and environmental protection. The environmenta consciousness of
citizensis being promoted through UNEP public information activities and programmes. A side event entitled
"The Globa Compact in practice’ will take place during the twenty-first session of the Council in order to
fadiliate didogue on its environmental dimensions.

V. ENGAGEMENT OF CIVIL SOCIETY

25. Thecriticaly important role of civil society in addressing environmenta issues was emphasized by
the Mamo Minigterid Declaration. In accordance with the recommendations contained the Secretary -
Generd’s report on environment and human settlements, UNEP established its Civil Society and NGOs Unit
in the year 2000 to strengthen its partnerships with mgjor groups. Cooperation has been strengthened
between UNEP and the United Nations Non-Governmenta Liaison Service, which provides information,
advice and opportunities for strengthening consultation between UNEP and non-governmenta organizations.

26.  UNEP will strengthen its cooperation with non-governmenta and civil society organizations by
maingtreaming civil society involvement into its activities. UNEP aso will promote the broad participation

of these organizations in environmentd decision-making, and especidly the preparations for the upcoming
World Summit on Sustainable Development. A process has been under way within UNEP to review and
revise its current policy on non-governmenta organizations and civil society organizations, including
women's organizations. The new policy to be developed through this process will strengthen the partnership
between UNEP and civil society, including closer working relationships with non-governmenta

organizations, UNEP's Nationd Committees and UNEP-Infoterra partners in countries. The gender
component will be highlighted in this connection.

27.  Throughout the year 2000, UNEP undertook consultations and dialogue with devel opment
ingtitutions, scientific and policy research ingtitutions, non-governmenta organizations and the private sector
on ways and means of building synergy between environmenta policies and socid and economic
development policies. UNEP aso held consultations with the representatives of non-governmenta
organizations and other inditutions in the field of environmentd research, environmental law, environmental
management and trade unions, with a view to srengthening partnerships in achieving environmental goals.

28. Tofacilitate interaction with civil society on environmenta metters through parliamentarians, UNEP
and the Global Legidators Organisation for a Baanced Environment concluded a memorandum of
understanding in November 2000.

29. Throughitsregiond offices, UNEP hasintensified its efforts to enhance interaction with non-
governmental organizationsin various regions. Partnerships with mgor African nornrgovernmental
organizations have been strengthened, with a view to enhancing the effectiveness of efforts for achieving
environmentd protection and sustainable development in Africa. To this end, periodic consultationsin
Nairobi are envisaged.

30. Inorder to facilitate diaogue with non-governmenta organizations, UNEP organized a series of
partnership meetings and panel discussions. Such meetings included thoseorganized during the deventh
mesting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Internationa Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and FHora (CITES), the fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biologicd Diversity, and the sixth sesson of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change.

31.  UNEP held aforum for nortgovernmenta organizations in conjunction with the sixth special sesson
of the Governing Council/Global Minigerid Environment Forum in Mamé, Sweden in May 2000. The
forum, which brought together 45 national and internationa non-governmenta organizations, provided the
Council with input reflecting its deliberations. A smilar forum will be held in Nairobi in February 2001 in
conjunction with the twenty-first sesson of the Governing Council/Globa Ministeria Environment Forum.
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32.  UNEP will support the input of non-governmenta organizations to the process leading up to the
World Summit on Sustaingble Development, inter dia through regiond forums of non-governmentd
organizations on regiond reviews of Agenda 21 from the environmenta perspective. Plans are dso being
meade for various activities involving civil society during the United Nations year of Dialogue among
Civilizations in 2001.

VI. THE NEW ETHICS CONCERNING RESPECT FOR NATURE
A. Respect for nature

33.  The United Nations Millennium Declaration emphasizes that certain fundamental values are essentid
to internationa relations in the twenty-first century; these include freedom, equality, solidarity, tolerance,
respect for nature and shared responsibility. Under “respect for nature”, the Declaration provides that:

"Prudence must be shown in the management of dl living species and retural resources, in
accordance with the precepts of sustainable development. Only in thisway can theimmeasurable
riches provided to us by nature be preserved and passed on to our descendants. The current
unsustainable patterns of production and consumption must be changed in the interest of our future
welfare and that of our descendants.”

34. The chdlenge remainsin trandating this vaue into concrete actions to reverse the trend of
environmenta degradation. As pointed out in the Mamo Ministerid Declaration, civil society providesa
powerful agent for promoting shared environmental purposes and values. A key in transforming the
commitments into action, therefore, might be found in the empowerment of the main actorsin civil society,
induding their active contribution to the decision-making process in environmental matters.

B. Culturd and traditiond practices and globdization

35.  Thereisan urgent need to include local traditiona and cultura points of view during the ongoing
globdization process, particularly in globa environmental norms and policies, including those expected to
emerge from the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002. Success in combating environmental
degradation depends on respect for ethica and spiritual vaues, cultura diversity and the protection of
indigenous knowledge. Civil society and non-governmental organizations play an important role in bringing
this perspective to these globa activities and developments.

36. UNEPwill play an active role in ensuring that locd, traditional and culturd points of view are
reflected in policy didogue and forums, especidly in the fidd of biodiversty and land use. Such
contributions will be made during the process leading to the World Summit on Sustainable Development.
UNEP will support non-governmenta and civil society organizations in promoting this issue, especidly at
the globa level. Ways will be sought to make better use of the existing knowledge within UNEP on this
subject.

VIl. PROGRAMMATIC RESPONSES TO ENVIRONMENTAL THREATS

A. Environmenta emergencies

37.  Both the Madmo Minigterid Dedaration and the United Nations Millennium Declaration highlighted
environmental emergencies among the most critical environmental problems. UNEP's response to
evironmental emergencies is being strengthened, and a more comprehensive gpproach has been developed
to prevent and mitigete their impacts. A strategy document has been submitted to the Governing Council for
consderation (UNEP/GC.21/3/Add.1).
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B. Urbanization and mega-cities

38. The accderating trend of urbanization and the development of mega-cities need to be addressed
urgently by the international community. Sustainable management of the urban environment is a key
element in checking the escdation of the urban crisis. UNEP's approach is based on building partnerships
with other organizations active in this area, such as United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS)
(Habitat), the World Bank and the United Nations Development Programme, with the requirements of the
beneficiaries as the main mativation for action.

39.  Other ways of dedling with thisissue are: to support the review and development of urban
environmentd palicies; to promote the use of policy insruments that have yielded good results; to promote
the adoption of environmentally sound technologies for urban environmental management; to build
capacities in order to enable stakeholders to be involved in urban environmenta policy-making; and to
support demonstration projects and best practices, particularly in Africa

40. UNEP isworking together with UNCHS (Habitat) on issues of common interest and concern, and is
organizing international meetings and workshops on urban environmentd issues, including those deding
with urban air qudity, urban water management and energy use in Africa. Internationa workshops were
jointly organized recently on urban air quaity management (Cairo, May 2000 and Sdt Lake City,

June 2000), urban water management in Africaand energy in Africa. Internationa workshops and meetings
held recently or planned for the near future include: an international meeting of the Urban Environment
Forum together with UNCHS (Hahitat), (Cape Town, September 2000), a regiona workshop on
environmenta management systems (Curitiba, Brazil, March or April 2001), and an internationa seminar on
trenchless technologies (Cairo, February 2001). UNEP will provide input for the UNCHS (Habitat) Globd
Campaign for Good Urban Governance as an ongoing activity until February 2001.

41.  Reports and handbooks on urban environmenta issues are to be prepared on the subject of
urbanization. The following reports and publications have been completed or are planned: a paper on
environmentally sound technologies for urban air quality management to reduce greenhouse gases (2001); a
report on urban populati on/environment/urbanization linkages (in collaboration with the United Nations
Population Fund) (December 2000); a handbook with atool kit on urban air quaity management (in
cdlaboration with UNCHS (Habitat) (September 2000), and a handbook on trenchless technologies (2001).
Support is being provided to the UNCHS (Habitat)/ UNEP Water for African Cities project.

C. Other programme areas

42.  UNEDP, in collaboration with rdlevant partners where gppropriate, has been actively addressing other
environmental threets identified in the Malmo Ministeria Declaretion, including the problems associated
with hazardous chemicals, land-based sources of marine pollution, climate change, biological resources and
desartification. Information on UNEP's recent activities in these areas can be found in document
UNEP/GC.21/2.

VIII. 10-YEAR REVIEW OF PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE OUTCOME OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON
ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

43.  Asthe principad United Nations body in the field of the environment, UNEP will take aleading role in the
globd process to review the environmental dimensions of the implementation of the outcome of the

United Nations Conferance on Environment and Development, and will make an active contribution to the 2002
review. Further information on this subject can be found in document UNEP/GC.21/4.
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