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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOHANNESBURG DECLARATION ON SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT AND THE PLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE

WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF
RELEVANCE TO REGIONALIZATION

Note by the Executive Director

The annex to the present note provides extracts of relevance to regionalization from the Johannesburg
Declaration on Sustainable Development and the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on
Sustainable Development (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.II.A.1, chap. I, resolutions 1 and 2,
annexes).
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Annex

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOHANNESBURG DECLARATION ON SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT AND THE PLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE

WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF
RELEVANCE TO REGIONALIZATION

Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development

(…)

“23. We welcome and support the emergence of stronger regional groupings and alliances, such as the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development, to promote regional cooperation, improved international cooperation
and sustainable development.

(…)

“26. We recognize that sustainable development requires a long-term perspective and broad-based
participation in policy formulation, decision-making and implementation at all levels. As social partners, we
will continue to work for stable partnerships with all major groups, respecting the independent, important
roles of each of them.”

(…)

Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development

(…)

“VIII. Sustainable development for Africa

“62. Since the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, sustainable development has
remained elusive for many African countries. Poverty remains a major challenge and most countries on the
continent have not benefited fully from the opportunities of globalization, further exacerbating the continent’
marginalization. Africa’s efforts to achieve sustainable development have been hindered by conflicts,
insufficient investment, limited market access opportunities and supply side constraints, unsustainable debt
burdens, historically declining levels of official development assistance and the impact of HIV/AIDS. The
World Summit on Sustainable Development should reinvigorate the commitment of the international
community to address these special challenges and give effect to a new vision based on concrete actions for
the implementation of Agenda 21 in Africa. The New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) is a
commitment by African leaders to the people of Africa. It recognizes that partnerships among African
countries themselves and between them and with the international community are key elements of a shared
and common vision to eradicate poverty, and furthermore it aims to place their countries, both individually
and collectively, on a path of sustained economic growth and sustainable development, while participating
actively in the world economy and body politic. It provides a framework for sustainable development on the
continent to be shared by all Africa’s people. The international community welcomes NEPAD and pledges
its support to the implementation of this vision, including through utilization of the benefits of South-South
cooperation supported, inter alia, by the Tokyo International Conference on African Development. It also
pledges support for other existing development frameworks that are owned and driven nationally by African
countries and that embody poverty reduction strategies, including poverty reduction strategy papers.
Achieving sustainable development includes actions at all levels to:

(a) Create an enabling environment at the regional, subregional, national and local levels in order
to achieve sustained economic growth and sustainable development and support African efforts for peace,
stability and security, the resolution and prevention of conflicts, democracy, good governance, respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the right to development and gender equality;
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(b) Support the implementation of the vision of NEPAD and other established regional and
subregional efforts, including through financing, technical cooperation and institutional cooperation and
human and institutional capacity-building at the regional, subregional and national levels, consistent with
national policies, programmes and nationally owned and led strategies for poverty reduction and sustainable
development, such as, where applicable, poverty reduction strategy papers;

(c) Promote technology development, transfer and diffusion to Africa and further develop
technology and knowledge available in African centres of excellence;

(d) Support African countries in developing effective science and technology institutions and
research activities capable of developing and adapting to world class technologies;

(e) Support the development of national programmes and strategies to promote education within
the context of nationally owned and led strategies for poverty reduction and strengthen research institutions
in education in order to increase the capacity to fully support the achievement of internationally agreed
development goals related to education, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration on
ensuring that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of
primary schooling and that girls and boys will have equal access to all levels of education relevant to
national needs;

(f) Enhance the industrial productivity, diversity and competitiveness of African countries through
a combination of financial and technological support for the development of key infrastructure, access to
technology, networking of research centres, adding value to export products, skills development and
enhancing market access in support of sustainable development;

(g) Enhance the contribution of the industrial sector, in particular mining, minerals and metals, to
the sustainable development of Africa by supporting the development of effective and transparent regulatory
and management frameworks and value addition, broad-based participation, social and environmental
responsibility and increased market access in order to create an attractive and conducive environment for
investment;

(h) Provide financial and technical support to strengthen the capacity of African countries to
undertake environmental legislative policy and institutional reform for sustainable development and to
undertake environmental impact assessments and, as appropriate, to negotiate and implement multilateral
environment agreements;

(i) Develop projects, programmes and partnerships with relevant stakeholders and mobilize
resources for the effective implementation of the outcome of the African Process for the Protection and
Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment;

(j) Deal effectively with energy problems in Africa, including through initiatives to:

(i) Establish and promote programmes, partnerships and initiatives to support Africa’s
efforts to implement NEPAD objectives on energy, which seek to secure access for at
least 35 per cent of the African population within 20 years, especially in rural areas;

(ii) Provide support to implement other initiatives on energy, including the promotion of
cleaner and more efficient use of natural gas and increased use of renewable energy, and
to improve energy efficiency and access to advanced energy technologies, including
cleaner fossil fuel technologies, particularly in rural and peri-urban areas;

(k) Assist African countries in mobilizing adequate resources for their adaptation needs relating to
the adverse effects of climate change, extreme weather events, sea level rise and climate variability, and
assist in developing national climate change strategies and mitigation programmes, and continue to take
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actions to mitigate the adverse effects on climate change in Africa, consistent with the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change;

(l) Support African efforts to develop affordable transport systems and infrastructure that promote
sustainable development and connectivity in Africa;

(m) Further to paragraph 42 above, address the poverty affecting mountain communities in Africa;

(n) Provide financial and technical support for afforestation and reforestation in Africa and to build
capacity for sustainable forest management, including combating deforestation and measures to improve the
policy and legal framework of the forest sector.

“63. Provide financial and technical support for Africa’s efforts to implement the Convention to Combat
Desertification at the national level and integrate indigenous knowledge systems into land and natural
resources management practices, as appropriate, and improve extension services to rural communities and
promote better land and watershed management practices, including through improved
agricultural practices that address land degradation, in order to develop capacity for the implementation of
national programmes.

“64. Mobilize financial and other support to develop and strengthen health systems that aim to:

(a) Promote equitable access to health-care services;

(b) Make available necessary drugs and technology in a sustainable and affordable manner to fight
and control communicable diseases, including HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis, and trypanosomiasis, as
well as non-communicable diseases, including those caused by poverty;

(c) Build capacity of medical and paramedical personnel;

(d) Promote indigenous medical knowledge, as appropriate, including tradit ional medicine;

(e) Research and control Ebola disease.

“65. Deal effectively with natural disasters and conflicts, including their humanitarian and environmental
impacts, recognizing that conflicts in Africa have hindered, and in many cases obliterated, both the gains and
efforts aimed at sustainable development, with the most vulnerable members of society, particularly
women and children, being the most impacted victims, through efforts and initiatives, at all levels, to:

(a) Provide financial and technical assistance to strengthen the capacities of African countries,
including institutional and human capacity, including at the local level, for effective disaster management,
including observation and early warning systems, assessments, prevention, preparedness, response and
recovery;

(b) Provide support to African countries to enable them to better deal with the displacement of
people as a result of natural disasters and conflicts and put in place rapid response mechanisms;

(c) Support Africa’s efforts for the prevention and resolution, management and mitigation of
conflicts and its early response to emerging conflict situations to avert tragic humanitarian consequences;

(d) Provide support to refugee host countries in rehabilitating infrastructure and environment,
including ecosystems and habitats, that were damaged in the process of receiving and settling refugees.

“66. Promote integrated water resources development and optimize the upstream and downstream benefits
therefrom, the development and effective management of water resources across all uses and the protection
of water quality and aquatic ecosystems, including through initiatives at all levels, to:
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(a) Provide access to potable domestic water, hygiene education and improved sanitation and waste
management at the household level through initiatives to encourage public and private investment in water
supply and sanitation that give priority to the needs of the poor within stable and transparent national
regulatory frameworks provided by Governments, while respecting local conditions involving all concerned
stakeholders and monitoring the performance and improving the accountability of public institutions and
private companies; and develop critical water supply, reticulation and treatment infrastructure, and build
capacity to maintain and manage systems to deliver water and sanitation services in both rural and urban
areas;

(b) Develop and implement integrated river basin and watershed management strategies and plans
for all major water bodies, consistent with paragraph 25 above;

(c) Strengthen regional, subregional and national capacities for data collection and processing and
for planning, research, monitoring, assessment and enforcement, as well as arrangements for water resource
management;

(d) Protect water resources, including groundwater and wetland ecosystems, against pollution, and,
in cases of the most acute water scarcity, support efforts for developing non-conventional water resources,
including the energy-efficient, cost-effective and sustainable desalination of seawater, rainwater harvesting
and recycling of water.

“67. Achieve significantly improved sustainable agricultural productivity and food security in furtherance
of the agreed Millennium development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration, in
particular to halve by 2015 the proportion of people who suffer from hunger, including through initiatives at
all levels to:

(a) Support the development and implementation of national policies and programmes, including
research programmes and development plans of African countries to regenerate their agricultural sector and
sustainably develop their fisheries, and increase investment in infrastructure, technology and extension
services, according to country needs. African countries should be in the process of developing and
implementing food security strategies, within the context of national poverty eradication programmes, by
2005;

(b) Promote and support efforts and initiatives to secure equitable access to land tenure and clarify
resource rights and responsibilities, through land and tenure reform processes that respect the rule of law and
are enshrined in national law, and provide access to credit for all, especially women, and that enable
economic and social empowerment and poverty eradication as well as efficient and ecologically
sound utilization of land and that enable women producers to become decision makers and owners in the
sector, including the right to inherit land;

(c) Improve market access for goods, including goods originating from African countries, in
particular least developed countries, within the framework of the Doha Ministerial Declaration, without
prejudging the outcome of the World Trade Organization negotiations, as well as within the framework of
preferential agreements;

(d) Provide support for African countries to improve regional trade and economic integration
between African countries. Attract and increase investment in regional market infrastructure;

(e) Support livestock development programmes aimed at progressive and effective control of
animal diseases.

“68. Achieve sound management of chemicals, with particular focus on hazardous chemicals and wastes,
inter alia, through initiatives to assist African countries in elaborating national chemical profiles and regional
and national frameworks and strategies for chemical management and establishing chemical focal points.
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“69. Bridge the digital divide and create digital opportunity in terms of access infrastructure and
technology transfer and application through integrated initiatives for Africa. Create an enabling environment
to attract investment, accelerate existing and new programmes and projects to connect essential institutions
and stimulate the adoption of information communication technologies in government and commerce
programmes and other aspects of national economic and social life.

“70. Support Africa’s efforts to attain sustainable tourism that contributes to social, economic and
infrastructure development through the following measures:

(a) Implementing projects at the local, national and subregional levels, with specific emphasis on
marketing African tourism products, such as adventure tourism, ecotourism and cultural tourism;

(b) Establishing and supporting national and cross-border conservation areas to promote ecosystem
conservation according to the ecosystem approach, and to promote sustainable tourism;

(c) Respecting local traditions and cultures and promoting the use of indigenous knowledge in
natural resource management and ecotourism;

(d) Assisting host communities in managing their tourism projects for maximum benefit, while
limiting negative impact on their traditions, culture and environment;

(e) Support the conservation of Africa’s biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components
and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources, in
accordance with commitments that countries have under biodiversity-related agreements to which they are
parties, including such agreements as the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, as well as regional biodiversity
agreements.

“71. Support African countries in their efforts to implement the Habitat Agenda and the Istanbul
Declaration through initiatives to strengthen national and local institutional capacities in the areas of
sustainable urbanization and human settlements, provide support for adequate shelter and basic services and
the development of efficient and effective governance systems in cities and other human settlements and
strengthen, inter alia, the joint programme on managing water for African cities of the United Nations
Human Settlements Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.

“IX. Other regional initiatives

“72. Important initiatives have been developed within other United Nations regions and regional,
subregional and transregional forums to promote sustainable development. The international community
welcomes these efforts and the results already achieved, calls for actions at all levels for their further
development, while encouraging interregional, intraregional and international cooperation in this respect,
and expresses its support for their further development and implementation by the countries of the regions.

“A. Sustainable development in Latin America and the Caribbean

“73. The Initiative of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development is an undertaking by
the leaders of that region that, building on the Platform for Action on the Road to Johannesburg, 2002,
which was approved in Rio de Janeiro in October 2001, recognizes the importance of regional actions
towards sustainable development and takes into account the region’s singularities, shared visions and
cultural diversity. It is targeted towards the adoption of concrete actions in different areas of sustainable
development, such as biodiversity, water resources, vulnerabilities and sustainable cities, social aspects,
including health and poverty, economic aspects, including energy, and institutional arrangements,
including capacity-building, indicators and participation of civil society, taking into account ethics for
sustainable development.
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“74. The Initia tive envisages the development of actions among countries in the region that may foster
South-South cooperation and may count with the support of groups of countries, as well as multilateral and
regional organizations, including financial institutions. As a framework for cooperation, the Initiative is open
to partnerships with governments and all major groups.

“B. Sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific

“75. Bearing in mind the target of halving the number of people who live in poverty by the year 2015, as
provided in the Millennium Declaration, the Phnom Penh Regional Platform on Sustainable Development
for Asia and the Pacific recognized that the region contains over half of the world’s population and the
largest number of the world’s people living in poverty. Hence, sustainable development in the region is
critical to achieving sustainable development at the global level.

“76. The Regional Platform identified seven initiatives for follow-up action: capacity-building for
sustainable development; poverty reduction for sustainable development; cleaner production and sustainable
energy; land management and biodiversity conservation; protection and management of and access to
freshwater resources; oceans, coastal and marine resources and sustainable development of small island
developing States; and action on atmosphere and climate change. Follow-up actions of these initiatives will
be taken through national strategies and relevant regional and subregional initiatives, such as the Regional
Action Programme for Environmentally Sound and Sustainable Development and the Kitakyushu Initiative
for a Clean Environment, adopted at the Fourth Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development in
Asia and the Pacific organized by the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific.

“C. Sustainable development in the West Asia region

“77. The West Asia region is known for its scarce water and limited fertile land resources. The region has
made progress to a more knowledge-based production of higher value-added commodities.

“78. The regional preparatory meeting endorsed the following priorities: poverty alleviation, relief of debt
burden; and sustainable management of natural resources, including, inter alia, integrated water resources
management, implementation of programmes to combat desertification, integrated coastal zone management
and land and water pollution control.

“D. Sustainable development in the Economic Commission for Europe region

“79. The Economic Commission for Europe regional ministerial meeting for the World Summit on
Sustainable Development recognized that the region has a major role to play and responsibilities in global
efforts to achieve sustainable development by concrete actions. The region recognized that different levels of
economic development in countries of the region may require the application of different approaches and
mechanisms to implement Agenda 21. In order to address the three pillars of sustainable development in a
mutually reinforcing way, the region identified its priority actions for sustainable development for the
Economic Commission for Europe region in its Ministerial Statement to the Summit.

“80. In furtherance of the region’s commitment to sustainable development, there are ongoing efforts at the
regional, subregional and transregional levels, including, inter alia, the Environment for Europe process; the
fifth Economic Commission for Europe ministerial conference, to be held in Kiev in May 2003; the
development of an environmental strategy for the 12 countries of Eastern Europe; the Caucasus and
Central Asia; the Central Asian Agenda 21; work of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development on sustainable development, the European Union sustainable development strategy; and
regional and subregional conventions and processes relevant to sustainable development, including, inter
alia, the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention), the Alpine Convention, the North American
Commission for Environmental Cooperation, the International Boundary Waters Treaty Act, the Iqaluit
Declaration of the Arctic Council, the Baltic Agenda 21 and the Mediterranean Agenda 21.”
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“XI. Institutional framework for sustainable development

(…)

“G. Strengthening institutional arrangements for sustainable development at the regional level

“158. Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the Summit should be effectively pursued at the
regional and subregional levels, through the regional commissions and other regional and subregional
institutions and bodies.

“159. Intraregional coordination and cooperation on sustainable development should be improved among
the regional commissions, United Nations Funds, programmes and agencies, regional development banks
and other regional and subregional institutions and bodies. This should include, as appropriate, support for
development, enhancement and implementation of agreed regional sustainable development strategies and
action plans, reflecting national and regional priorities.

“160. In particular, taking into account relevant provisions of Agenda 21, the regional commissions, in
collaboration with other regional and subregional bodies, should:

(a) Promote the integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development into their work in a
balanced way, including through implementation of Agenda 21. To this end, the regional commissions
should enhance their capacity through internal action and be provided, as appropriate, with external support;

(b) Facilitate and promote a balanced integration of the economic, social and environmental
dimensions of sustainable development into the work of regional, subregional and other bodies, for example
by facilitating and strengthening the exchange of experiences, including national experience, best practices,
case studies and partnership experience related to the implementation of Agenda 21;

(c) Assist in the mobilization of technical and financial assistance, and facilitate the provision of
adequate financing for the implementation of regionally and subregionally agreed sustainable development
programmes and projects, including addressing the objective of poverty eradication;

(d) Continue to promote multi-stakeholder participation and encourage partnerships to support the
implementation of Agenda 21 at the regional and subregional levels.

“161. Regionally and subregionally agreed sustainable development initiatives and programmes, such as the
New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and the interregional aspects of the globally agreed
Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, should be
supported.”

(…)

-----


