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Addendum



Outcome of the international meeting for the 10-year review of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, and the role of the United Nations Environment Programme


I. Suggested action by the Governing Council 

1. The Governing Council may wish to consider the adoption of a decision along the lines suggested below: 


The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decision SS.VIII/2 of 31 March 2004 on small island developing States and the request contained therein for the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its twenty‑third session on the outcome of the International Meeting for the 10-year Review of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States held in Port Louis, Mauritius from 10 to 14 January 2005, 

Having considered the report submitted by the Executive Director,

1.
Requests the Executive Director to continue strengthening the activities of UNEP related to small island developing States on a tailored and regional basis, and to further rationalize delivery by UNEP delivery in the Pacific, the AIMS (Atlantic, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and South China Seas) and the Caribbean regions utilizing the UNEP network of regional offices, regional seas conventions, regional seas action plans, and partners to the greatest extent possible;

2.
Notes with appreciation the outcomes of the International Meeting and requests the Executive Director to ensure that the activities which UNEP undertakes in relation to small island developing States contribute to the implementation of those outcomes;
3.
Requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its twenty-fourth regular session on the implementation of the present decision.

II. UNEP mandate for activities related to small island developing States

2. The issue of the special development needs of small island developing States received an unprecedented boost at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, convened from 2 to 12 June 1992 in Rio de Janeiro. In chapter 17 of Agenda 21, the comprehensive plan of action adopted by Governments during the Conference, the international community explicitly recognized the special constraints on the sustainable development of small island developing States. These constraints vary according to their cultural specificity, social and economic levels, geographic location, access to financial resources and vulnerability to environmental threats. That recognition led the General Assembly to call for a Global Conference for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States,
 which was held from 25 April to 6 May 1994 in Bridgetown.

3. The Conference adopted the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, a 14-point programme identifying priority areas and indicating specific actions necessary for addressing the special challenges faced by small island developing States, together with the Barbados Declaration, a statement of political will underpinning the agreements contained in the Programme of Action. Responsibility for facilitating the follow-up to the Conference and the implementation of the Plan of Action for Small Island Developing States was assigned to the Division for Sustainable Development of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs through the creation of Small Island Developing States Unit in 1995. The Commission on Sustainable Development was made responsible for reviewing progress in the implementation of the Programme of Action.

4. UNEP was also identified as one of the key United Nations organizations for implementing follow-up activities:

“As set forth by Agenda 21, UNEP, taking into account development perspectives, should continue to provide policy guidance and coordination in the field of the environment, including the implementation of the Programme of Action for Small Island Developing States.”

A significant number of multilateral environmental agreements also recognize the special sustainable development needs of small island developing States and request the support of UNEP in addressing them.  

5. The Governing Council adopted decisions elaborating the specific mandate of UNEP relating to small island developing States at its eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth sessions.
 In its decision 22/13 of 7 February 2003, the Governing Council decided to strengthen the institutional capacity of small island developing States to achieve effectively the sustainable development goals outlined in the Programme of Action. The Governing Council also welcomed the efforts of the Executive Director to provide funding for UNEP activities related to small island developing States and requested him to continue to increase funding for those activities during the biennium 2004–2005, particularly in conjunction with the International Meeting for the 10-year Review of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States (hereinafter the “International Meeting”).

6. The Governing Council decided also to provide focused support for the development and execution of partnership initiatives presented within the context of implementing the Plan of Implementation adopted during the World Summit on Sustainable Development, held from 26 August to 4 September 2002 in Johannesburg, South Africa. Furthermore, in decision 22/12 of 7 February 2003 on the Brussels Declaration and Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2001–2010 the Governing Council resolved that UNEP should continue to give special attention to least developed countries and also to landlocked developing countries and small island developing States in its programme activities, with a focus on the effective implementation of the Brussels Programme of Action within the mandate and available resources of UNEP. 

7. Having considered the report of the Executive Director on the implementation of decision 22/13 at its eighth special session,
 the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum requested the Executive Director to prepare a report on the outcome of the international meeting for the twenty‑third session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum (decision SS.VIII/2 of 31 March 2004). The present report responds to that request. The annex to the present report contains updated information on the implementation of decision 22/13.

8. It should be noted that, in addition to the mandates provided by the Governing Council, UNEP has also been requested to provide support to small island developing States at the regional level. For example, at the fourteenth Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, held on 24 and 25 November 2003 in Panama City, UNEP was asked to facilitate the development of a small-island-developing-State programme for the Caribbean.
 Support has also been requested by the governing bodies of regional seas conventions and action plans. As an example, at the fourth meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection, Management and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the Eastern African Region, held from 6 to 8 July 2004 in Antananarivo, UNEP was asked to assist in streamlining small-island-developing-States projects within the context of the Convention. Further information on regional-level activities is given in section A of the annex to the present report. 

III. International Meeting for the 10-Year Review of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States

A. Background to the International Meeting

9. As noted in paragraph 2 above, the United Nations Global Conference on Small Island Developing States was convened in Barbados in 1994. The most significant outcome of the event was the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, which translated Agenda 21 into specific policies and actions to be taken at the international, regional and national levels to enable those States to address the constraints they face and achieve sustainable development. 

10. In September 1999, the General Assembly at its twenty-second special session undertook a comprehensive five-year review and appraisal of the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States. That session resulted in the adoption of the “State of Progress and Initiatives for the Future Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States”, identifying problem areas in need of urgent attention, and a declaration reaffirming commitment to the principles embodied in Agenda 21, the Barbados Declaration and the Programme of Action. 

11. During the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Governments reaffirmed the special case of small island developing States, and called for an international meeting on their sustainable development. The General Assembly acceded to that request in December 2002 and decided to convene an international meeting in 2004 to undertake a full and comprehensive review of the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States.
 The resolution also specified that the review should seek a renewed political commitment by all countries to undertake and focus on practical and pragmatic actions for the further implementation of the Programme of Action, including through the mobilization of resources and other assistance, and outlined a preparatory process for the international review meeting.

12. In December 2003, the General Assembly adopted a resolution specifying that the international meeting would be convened in Mauritius from 30 August to 3 September 2004.
 The General Assembly later amended that decision, postponing the meeting to 10 to 14 January 2005, with informal consultations to be held on 8 and 9 January 2005.

13. Milestones in the preparatory process for the international meeting have included:

(a) Regional preparatory meetings for each of the main small island developing States regions: the Pacific, from 4 to 8 August 2003 in Apia, Samoa; the AIMS States, from 1 to 5 September 2003 in Praia, Cape Verde; and the Caribbean, from 6 to 10 October 2003 in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago;

(b) Interregional preparatory meeting for the 10-year review of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, convened from 26 to 30 January 2004 in Nassau;

(c) The report of the United Nations Secretary-General on progress in the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States,
 prepared for the twelfth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development; 

(d) The preparatory meeting for the international meeting on the 10-year review of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States held from 14 to 16 April 2004 at United Nations Headquarters. The meeting commenced with the official opening of the twelfth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development, which was tasked to undertake the three-day preparatory meeting for the international meeting; 

(e) The first round of informal consultations, from 17 to 19 May 2004 at United Nations Headquarters in New York, facilitated by Mr. Don MacKay (New Zealand);

(f) The second round of informal consultations, convened on 7, 8, 11 and 12 October 2004 at United Nations Headquarters, also facilitated by Mr. McKay.

B. Contributions of UNEP before and during the International Meeting

14. In preparation for the review of the Programme of Action for Small Island Developing States, UNEP provided the Governments of small island developing States with substantive and financial support for the preparation of national assessment reports, the organization of thematic workshops, participation in regional preparatory meetings and the elaboration and dissemination of technical reports.

15. Also, UNEP has helped to facilitate institutional capacity-building events, cooperation with regional organizations and the preparation of fund-raising proposals. During the eighth special session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, UNEP organized a high-level special event which was co-chaired by the Chairman of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) and UNEP and involved several ministers from small island developing States.

16. UNEP also played an active role in the United Nations inter-agency task force on small island developing States led by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs; contributed to the report on progress in the implementation of the Programme of Action for Small Island Developing States submitted by the Secretary-General to the Commission on Sustainable Development at its twelfth session;
 undertook several awareness-raising activities and played an active role in the preparatory process for the International Meeting at both the regional and international levels. The annex to the present document provides further details. 

17. UNEP also made important contributions during the International Meeting itself, including organizing and moderating the first plenary panel, which addressed the environmental vulnerabilities of small island developing States. A message from the President of the Maldives, Mr. Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, was read at the meeting, calling for unity and global partnership to create mechanisms to deal with future environmental calamities. One of the recommendations of the panel, in response to the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster of 26 December 2004, related to the establishment and/or strengthening of regional and subregional early warning and information systems. The policy recommendations of the panel were further considered at the two round tables, involving heads of States and delegations and senior officials of agencies during the high-level segment, entitled “The way forward: Mobilization of resources” and “The way forward: Building capacity in small island developing States”, in which UNEP took part. 

18. UNEP, in partnership with the Government of Mauritius, organized a gala dinner to launch the Atlantic and Indian Oceans Environment Outlook, the Caribbean Environment Outlook and the Pacific Environment Outlook, together with the four reports prepared by the Global International Water Assessment programme for the Indian Ocean islands, Pacific islands, Caribbean islands and the Caribbean sea. The Environment Outlook reports, issued as part of the Global Environment Outlook process, represent a contribution to the review of the Programme of Action for Small Island Developing States. The reports highlight the state of the environment in small island developing States by showing trends of national, regional and global significance; providing policy guidance and early warning information on environmental threats; calling for cooperation and action based on sound research and recommending strategies for sustainable development in small island developing States.
 

19. Together with various partners, UNEP organized several side events with direct links to the agenda of the meeting. Those events included:

(g) “Trade liberalization, environmental protection and sustainable development: Opportunities and challenges for small island developing States”, organized jointly with the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD);

(h) “Lessons learned in implementing multilateral environmental agreements in small island developing States”, jointly organized by the secretariats of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification;

(i) “The delineation of the continental shelf”, organized by the Government of Norway and GRID‑Arendal in collaboration with UNEP.

(j) UNEP also participated in many events organized by partner organizations, such as “Promoting integrated watershed and costal area management in small island developing States”, organized by the Global Environment Facility (GEF);

(k) “White Water to Blue Water”, organized by the Government of the United States of America;

(l) “Mobilizing for further implementation of ocean and coastal management in small island developing States”, organized by the Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts and Islands;

(m) “Islands, reefs and communities committing to the future”, organized by the International Coral Reef Initiative, the Worldwide Fund for Nature, the Nature Conservancy, and the International Coral Reef Action Network.

(n) A training course targeted at municipal wastewater managers in coastal cities in developing countries was delivered at the Freeport Exhibition Centre. The course, which had been developed jointly with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)-IHE Institute for Water Education, the United Nations Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea and the UNEP Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land‑based Activities, was taken by representatives of small island developing States from various regions. Various UNEP publications and posters were on display all week at the Freeport Exhibition Centre. 

20. Two important documents were adopted at the meeting:  the Mauritius Declaration and the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States. 

21. The Mauritius Declaration reaffirms, inter alia, the commitment of Governments:

“to support the sustainable development strategies of small island developing States through technical and financial cooperation, regional and interregional institutional assistance and an improved international enabling environment.” (para. 10)

22. The Declaration also expresses appreciation for the efforts of the United Nations and its specialized agencies in helping to advance the sustainable development of small island developing States, and invites them to:

“strengthen their support to the Strategy through enhanced coherence and coordination.” (para. 19).

23. The Strategy addresses the fourteen priority areas of the 1994 Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, new and emerging issues, and key means of implementation:

(o) The original priority areas of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States included climate change and sea-level rise; natural and environmental disasters; management of wastes, coastal and marine resources; freshwater resources; land resources; energy resources; tourism resources; and biodiversity resources. Those are areas where UNEP has been active in varying degrees since the adoption of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States.
 A specific reference to UNEP is made in paragraph 26 bis
:

“small island developing States and the international development partners should fully implement the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, particularly with the support of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), by undertaking initiatives specifically addressing the vulnerability of small island developing States”;

(p) The new and emerging issues relate to graduation from least-developed status, trade, sustainable capacity development and education for sustainable development, sustainable production and consumption, natural and regional environmental enabling environments, health, knowledge management and information for decision-making and culture;

(q) The implementation section makes provision for the actions which will help foster the development agenda of small island developing States in the years to come. 

24. Of particular relevance to UNEP within the implementation section of the Strategy are the actions related to energy, biodiversity, natural and environmental disasters, marine resources, transport and security (with regard to the minimization of environmental impacts) and sustainable production and consumption. The implementation section details ways and means to implement the Strategy, including access to and the provision of financial resources, science and development and transfer of technology, capacity development, national and international governance, monitoring and evaluation, the role for the United Nations in the further implementation of the Programme of Action and the role of small island developing States’ regional institutions in monitoring and implementation.

25. In relation to the role for the United Nations, paragraph 95 notes inter alia that:

“All organs and programmes of the United Nations system should coordinate and rationalize their work in implementing the present Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action.”

26. Furthermore, according to paragraph 9615, the Secretary-General of the United Nations is requested:

“to fully mobilize and coordinate the agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations system, including at the level of the regional economic commissions, within their respective mandates and further mainstream small island developing States issues to facilitate coordinated implementation in the follow-up of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States at the national, regional, subregional and global levels”. 

C. Follow-up to the international meeting

27. UNEP remains a major actor at the core of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States and its Strategy. In consultation with global and regional partners, other United Nations agencies, the private sector and other relevant actors, further attention will be paid within the UNEP programmatic areas during both current (2004–2005) and next (2006–2007) biennia to the following elements of the Strategy:

(a) Good governance and South-South cooperation in areas such as capacity-building, disaster management, environment, oceans, water and energy which are covered in the introductory paragraphs of the Strategy;

(b) Natural and environmental disasters, management of wastes, coastal and marine resources, freshwater resources, land resources, energy resources, tourism resources, biodiversity resources, science and technology, sustainable capacity development and education for sustainable development, sustainable production and consumption, health, knowledge management and information for decision‑making and capacity-building, which are covered in the main text of the Strategy.

28. In the Pacific, UNEP will renew its cooperation with the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP). In that connection, UNEP and SPREP will work on a realistic and achievable work programme which will focus on regional seas, coastal degradation, land-based sources of pollution, integrated watershed and coastal-area management, waste management and promotion of the White Water to Blue Water Initiative, which is already being implemented in the Caribbean. UNEP will also place an officer in SPREP who will coordinate closely with the UNEP-GEF Biosafety Officer already based there. The UNEP/GPA Coordination Office and Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific will serve as the main coordinators of the work of UNEP in the Pacific.

29. For the AIMS (Atlantic, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and South China Seas) group of States, UNEP will internalize the Strategy for the further implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States in the context of relevant regional seas programmes: the Barcelona Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean; the Abidjan Convention for Cooperation in the Protection and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the West and Central African Region; the Nairobi Convention for the Protection, Management and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the Eastern African Region; and the East Asian Seas Action Plan. 

30. In addition, cooperation with Atlantic and Indian Oceans small island developing States will be linked with the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and its Environment Initiative, the outcomes of the ninth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment
 (AMCEN) and with existing initiatives such as the project entitled “Addressing land-based activities in the Western Indian Ocean”, funded by GEF, the Government of Norway and other partners including UNEP. The UNEP Regional Office for Africa, the secretariats of the Abidjan and Nairobi Conventions and the UNEP/GPA Coordination Office will be the main institutional arms of UNEP for this group of small island developing States.

31. In the case of the Maldives and the Seychelles, in the aftermath of the tsunami which severely hit their coasts, UNEP will concentrate its immediate efforts on assessing the damage to the coastlines and coral reefs and on identifying restoration measures. 

32. The work of UNEP in the Caribbean will be framed within the context of a Caribbean small island developing States programme, as requested by the fourteenth Forum of Ministers of Latin America and the Caribbean.
 The Programme is being developed in collaboration with the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and in close consultation with Governments and civil society. It consists of five main components:

(r) A well established, well defined regional coordinating mechanism for the further implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States;

(s) A financial mechanism in the form of a regional sustainability fund;

(t) A technical programme addressing the issues with respect to the environmental pillar of sustainable development comprising a number of partnerships initiatives, such as a partnership initiative on land degradation and sustainable land management; a partnership initiative on the management of coastal aquifers and a programme on South-South cooperation in trade and the environment;

(u) A horizontal cooperation programme commencing with activities between the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, with activities relating, inter alia, to renewable energy technologies, land degradation, water resources, biosafety, trade and the environment, climate change, disaster management and integrated management of the Caribbean Sea;

(v) A civil society support programme comprising development of a regional, community-based environmental and public awareness programme in support of the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States and a project entitled “Your change for a better environment”. The framework programme is flexible enough to enable the development of additional initiatives. It will also provide a vehicle for Caribbean small island developing States to pool their resources in a complementary and comprehensive manner. 

33. The Caribbean programme is also interlinked with the UNEP Caribbean Environment Programme run by the UNEP Caribbean Regional Coordinating Unit in Kingston. That office and the Caribbean Environment and Health Institute serve as co-executing agencies for the GEF project “Promoting Integrated Watershed and Coastal Area Management in Caribbean small island developing States”. That project will benefit 13 small island developing States in the region in the next five years. In addition, in the context of the Cartagena Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region, UNEP will respond to specific demands relating to the coastal and marine environment, waste, hazardous substances, land-based sources of marine pollution, marine biodiversity and tourism-related issues. Further work will be carried out through the White Water to Blue Water Initiative.

34. Overall, UNEP will continue to make significant contributions to the further implementation of both the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States and the Strategy. 

Annex

Updated information on modalities for the effective implementation of the recommendations contained in decision 22/13 on small island developing States 

1.
In its decision 22/13 of 7 February 2003, the Governing Council requested the Executive Director to identify appropriate modalities for the effective implementation of the recommendations relating to small island developing States contained in the first three paragraphs of that same decision. A report was subsequently provided to the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum at its eighth special session.
 The following is an update of that report. 

2.
With a view to implementing the recommendations effectively within the context of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States
 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,
 the adopted modalities have been framed within the context of substantive UNEP programmes and projects. They include the organization of thematic workshops, the elaboration and dissemination of technical papers, the provision of technical assistance, the facilitation of institutional capacity-building, cooperation with regional organizations and the development and submission of fund-raising proposals. Overall, UNEP is committed to a more coherent delivery through better coordinated and integrated approaches in the Programme.

A.
Modalities to strengthen the institutional capacity of small island developing States

3.
At the request of small island developing States in the various regions, UNEP has continued to provide technical and financial support to assist numerous activities in a number of those States.
 Resources have also been allocated to develop a memorandum of understanding between UNEP and the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP);
 to streamline small island developing States projects within the Convention for the Protection, Management and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the Eastern African Region (Nairobi Convention);
 to develop a Caribbean small island developing States programme;
 and to streamline small island developing States projects within the Caribbean Environment Programme.

4.
An online database showing all programmatic activities of UNEP in support of small island developing States at the national and regional level since 1995 is available at http://www.gpa.unep.org/sids/html/database.html. Main activities undertaken since March 2004 to strengthen the capacity of small island developing States to achieve sustainable development goals include the following:


(a)
In the context of environmental assessment, monitoring and reporting: Production of updated environment outlook reports on three small island developing States regions: the Caribbean, the Pacific, and the Indian Ocean (to be launched in January 2005);

(i)
Production of global international waters assessments on Indian ocean islands, Pacific islands, Caribbean islands and the Caribbean Sea (to be launched in January 2005);

(ii)
Production of the GEO 2003 yearbook (with a chapter on small island developing States), launched at the eighth special session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum;
 and

(iii)
Production of an online capacity-building database, featuring a separate category for small island developing States (to be launched in February 2005);


(b)
In the context of legal and institutional development:

(i)
Provision of support to small island developing States on the delineation of their continental shelves under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea through the Limits of the Continental Shelf Facility;
 

(ii)
Organization of a workshop on negotiation skills for the Atlantic, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and South China Seas countries;
 

(iii)
Provision of support to Sao Tome and Principe for the development of its framework environmental law through the Partnership for the Development of Environmental Laws and Institutions in Africa project;

(iv)
Implementation of a memorandum of understanding between UNEP and the Ministry of Environment of Mauritius aimed at improving the knowledge of ministry officials on the major environmental challenges facing small island developing States and support for outreach activities relating to regional, interregional and international preparations for the 2005 international meeting;


(c)
In the context of the sustainable use and management of natural resources:

(i) Provision of support for the International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)
 and the International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN) for promoting effective and sustainable coral reef management practices. UNEP is a member of ICRI, which adopted the resolution on small island developing States and coral reefs;
 

(ii) Production and dissemination of reports on the expert meeting to discuss the modalities of implementation of the recommendations of the “Diagnosis of the Erosion Processes in the Sandy Beaches of the Caribbean” and the regional meeting on mitigation and management methods of coastal erosion in the Eastern African region;

(iii) Finalization and dissemination of the directory of environmentally sound technologies for the integrated management of solid, liquid and hazardous waste for small island developing States in the Caribbean region;

(iv) Development of national programmes of action for the protection of the marine environment from land-based activities in Jamaica, Saint Lucia, and Trinidad and Tobago, and eight other Caribbean States,
 and in Tonga, Kiribati, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu;

(v) Provision of support for the implementation of and compliance with the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer through various projects and training workshops in all regions; 

(vi) Organization of a training workshop on wastewater management, including representatives from Cape Verde and São Tomé and Príncipe;


(d)
In addition to the above, participation in and contribution to the preparatory process of the international meeting in 2005, including the following activities:

(i)
Ensuring that issues related to small island developing States featured prominently at the eighth special session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, by, among other things, organizing a special event on small island developing States (co-chaired by the chairman of the Alliance of Small Island States and involving several ministers), holding a press conference, and supporting Governments in their efforts to ensure that the Jeju Initiative arising from the session included references to small island developing States;

(ii)
Participation at the preparatory meeting for the twelfth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development;
 and

(iii)
Publication of “UNEP’s Assistance in the Implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the small island developing States” in 2003 and “UNEP and small island developing States: 1994–2004 and Future Perspectives” in 2004.

B.
Modalities to continue to increase funding for UNEP activities related to small island developing States during the biennium 2004–2005

5.
Efforts have been made by the regional offices, regional seas programmes (including the Nairobi Convention, the Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region, SPREP and other existing institutional arrangements of UNEP, together with the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the United Nations Foundation, to raise funds to implement the environmental agenda of small island developing States. Specific resources have been assigned to UNEP secretariat activities relating to small island developing States.

6.
UNEP, as one of the GEF implementing agencies, is involved in a number of projects that engage small island developing States. Activities include:

(a)
Organization of a workshop for small island developing States under the UNEP/GEF global project on the development of national biosafety frameworks;

(b)
Implementation of a GEF project on integrating watershed and coastal area management in thirteen small island developing States in the Caribbean, with a view to enhancing the capacity of those countries to plan and manage their aquatic resources and ecosystems on a sustainable basis;
 

(c)
Implementation of a GEF project on the development and implementation of land degradation programmes and projects (including subregional workshops) through global information and training of relevant decision-makers;

(d)
Implementation of a GEF project on land-based activities in the Western Indian Ocean, including Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius and Seychelles, in order to strengthen the legal basis, the regional capacity and institutions for preventing pollution from land-based sources;

(e)
Implementation of a GEF project on living resource depletion and coastal area degradation in the Guinea Current large marine ecosystem,
 including São Tomé and Príncipe;

(f)
Self-assessments of national capacity needs for global environmental management in Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Saint Lucia and Vanuatu with the objective to review and confirm national environmental priority issues for action.

C.
Modalities to provide focused support for the development and execution of partnership initiatives
7.
UNEP assisted in the publication of the co-chair’s report of the 2003 Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts and Islands, entitled: “Mobilizing for implementation of the commitments made at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development on Oceans, Coasts, and small island developing States”.
 UNEP has worked with the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) in the preparatory process for the international meeting in 2005, and supported the organization of a multidisciplinary workshop.
 UNEP is also exploring with SPREP how strengthened cooperation, among other things, through the regional seas programme and the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, can enhance UNEP delivery in the Pacific region.

________________



Summary


	In its decision SS.VIII/2 of 31 March 2004, the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum requested the Executive Director to prepare a report on the outcome of the international meeting to review the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States for the twenty-third session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum. The present report responds to that request, following the conclusion of the International Meeting convened in Port Louis, Mauritius, from 10 to 14 January 2005.  
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� 	The publication “UNEP's Assistance in the Implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States”, published in December 2003 and available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.gpa.unep.org" ��www.gpa.unep.org�, provides a detailed account of activities since 1994. An online database with such information is also available at � HYPERLINK "www.gpa.unep.org/sids/html/database.html" ��www.gpa.unep.org/sids/html/database.html�.


� 	Document A/CONF.207/CRP.7.


�	The ninth session of AMCEN took place in Kampala on 4 and 5 July 2002.


�	Held in Panama City on 24 and 25 November 2003. 


� 	See document GC/GCSS.VIII/6, section IV.


� 	Report of the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, 25 April–6 May 1994 (United Nations publication, sales No. E.94.I.18 and corrigenda), chap. I, resolution I, annex II.


� 	Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 26 August–4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, sales No. E.03.II.A.1 and corrigendum), chap. I, resolution 2, annex.


� 	Through the Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean, support was provided to the Bahamas, Cuba, Grenada, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago. Through the Regional Office for Africa and the secretariat of the Nairobi Convention, support was provided to the Comoros, Mauritius and the Seychelles. Through the Regional Office for West Asia, support was provided to Bahrain.


� 	Fifteenth SPREP meeting of officials, 13–16 September 2004, Pape’ete, French Polynesia.


� 	Fourth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Nairobi Convention, 6–8 July 2004; Antananarivo.


� 	XIV Forum of Ministers of Environment for Latin America and the Caribbean, 24–25 November 2003, Panama City. 


� 	Eighth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region; 28 September–2 October 2004, Montego Bay, Jamaica.


� 	In addition to the listed activities, institutional strengthening support has been provided to the Caribbean Climate Change Centre, which was established in Belize at the end of 2003 to address sustainable development issues in general, particularly the region’s response to the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island States and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. 


� 	Held 29–31 March 2004, Jeju, Republic of Korea. 


� 	The Limits of the Continental Shelf Facility is a network of institutions established to assist developing coastal States and small island developing States in their compliance with Article 76 of the United Nations Law of the Sea. 


� 	Training Workshop for countries of the Atlantic and Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and South China Seas (AIMS) region on negotiation skills, 8–10 November 2004, Mauritius. 


� 	Launched at the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, 25 April–6 May 1994, Bridgetown. 


� 	Resolution ICRI-CPC(2)2003/7.2/Final, adopted at the ICRI Coordinating and Planning Committee meeting, 17–19 November 2003, Turks and Caicos Islands. The resolution, in recognizing the link between sustainable development, poverty alleviation and coral reefs and the need to reverse the decline in coral reefs in island regions, calls upon small island developing States (in cooperation with other States, international and non-governmental organizations, and donors) to support and actively participate in regional efforts for addressing coral reef issues. It also calls upon the international community, including the private sector, to support tangible national and regional efforts (such as the regional seas programmes and regional monitoring initiatives), the work of ICRAN, and the replenishment of the Coral Reef Fund. The text is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.icriforum.org" ��http://www.icriforum.org�. 


� 	Held respectively 8–9 September 2003, Kingston, Jamaica, and 27–29 November 2002, Nairobi, Kenya.


� 	A similar directory was also prepared in the Pacific and the AIMS regions. 


� 	The countries will be selected during the next few months. 


� 	UNEP/GPA Training on Wastewater Management for lusophone countries, 8–12 November 2004, Maputo, Mozambique. 


� 	The Jeju Initiative, paragraphs 2 h and 1.2 j. 


� 	Held 14–30 April 2004, New York. 


� 	Held 11–14 May 2004, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, to discuss the development of regulatory regimes and administrative systems for national biosafety frameworks. 


� 	Approved by the GEF Council on 21 May 2004. 


� 	GEF project “Global Support to Facilitate the Early Development and Implementation of Land Degradation Programmes and Projects”, approved by the GEF Council on 3 October 2003. 


� 	Approved at the fourth meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Nairobi Convention, 6–8 July 2004; Antananarivo. This project has a major counterpart contribution from Norway. 


� 	Combating Living Resource Depletion and Coastal Area Degradation in the Guinea Current Large Marine Ecosystem (LME) through Ecosystem-based Regional Actions; regional project involving Angola, Benin, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Ghana, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Nigeria, São Tomé and Príncipe, Sierra Leone and Togo, approved by the GEF Council on 21 November 2003. 


� 	National Capacity Needs Self-assessment for Global Environmental Management; approved by the GEF CEO on 5 May 2004. 


� 	Held on 12–14 November 2003, Paris; publication of the report in May 2004. 


� 	Organized by the Caribbean Community, 6–8 September 2004, Belize. 
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