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Assessment, monitoring and early warning: state of the environment

Strengthening the scientific base of the United Nations Environment Programme: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

Note by the Executive Director

1. The Executive Director has the honour to provide, in the annex to the present note, a draft synthesis to be released in March 2005 of the main findings from several Millennium Ecosystem Assessment reports. The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment process started in June 2001 as an initiative to meet the assessment needs of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa, the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, especially as Waterfowl Habitat, and the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, as well as the needs of other users in the private sector and civil society. The assessment was designed to meet the needs of decision makers and the public for scientific information concerning the consequences of ecosystem change for human well-being and options for responding to those changes.

2. The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment has focused on ecosystem services (the benefits people obtain from ecosystems), how changes in ecosystem services have affected human well-being, how ecosystem changes may affect people in future decades, and response options that might be adopted on local, national, or global scales to improve ecosystem management and thereby contribute to human well-being and poverty alleviation. The specific issues addressed by the assessment were defined through consultation with Millennium Ecosystem Assessment users. 

3. The specific objectives of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment were: 


(a)
To identify priorities for action; 

(b)
To provide tools for planning and management; 

(c)
To provide foresight concerning the consequences of decisions affecting ecosystems; 

(d)
To identify response options for achieving human development and sustainability goals; 

(e)
To help build individual and institutional capacity to undertake integrated ecosystem assessments and to act on their findings. 

4. The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment has synthesized information from scientific literature, datasets, and scientific models and has made use of knowledge held by the private sector, practitioners, local communities and indigenous peoples. All of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment findings have undergone rigorous peer review. 

5. The annex to the present note is being issued without formal editing.  
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