Water and Sanitation Focused on Sanitation

Description of an initiative:

Desi gnati on of aggl onerations, selection and definition of assessnent
criteria for defining priorities of public sewerage devel opnent (according
to 91/271/ EEC?) in Slovakia by 2010 or 2015

Partici pating organi zations: Mnistry of Environnent of the Slovak
Republic, Water Research Institute Bratislava, Slovak Water Managenent
Enterprise, water joint-stock conpanies, conmunities and cities, private
sect or

This activity is new mainly because of its conplex view on the environment
not only as far as it regards establishment of agglonerations but al so
definition of priorities related to the sewerage networks and waste water
treatment plant constructions.

Qur initiative is aimed at working out a flexible strategic approach that
will help us to neet Slovak Republic comm tnents towards the EU on tine,
i.e. by 2015

The main principles of public sewerage devel opment (establishnent of

aggl omerations) draw fromthe provisions of the Slovak and European

| egislation and they were included in the draft sewerage aggl onerations of
Slovakia and in the Iist the public sewerage to be urgently constructed or
reconstructed

This initiative is based on identification of agglonerations and
establ i shment of order of urgency related to the construction or
reconstruction of the public sewerage by nultilateral analysis based on
priorities of the public sewerage devel opnent, environmental protection and
financial criteria. This initiative was presented in nore details on the
8th neeting of RR UNEP held in Jejo (Korea), March 2004.

Mai nstream ng and sustainability

The strategy for devel opnent of public sewerage systemis based on
application of sustainable devel opment principles. This neans it is
necessary to ensure decrease of discrepancies between the quantity and
quality of water consumed fromthe water bodies and quantity and quality
wat ers di scharged into receiving body. The val ues of discharged pollution
nmust be met as required by the Council Directive 91/271/ EEC on Conmmunal
Waste Water Treatnent.

This conceptual devel opment of the public sewerage systemis a crucial and
i nevitable part of the integrated approach to the protection and rationa
use of waters, conservation of eco-systens and assurance of ecol ogica
stability.

The basic el ement for devel opment of public sewerage is to apply policies
of sustainabl e devel opnent respecting a care about environnent and to
provide all legal requirenents on water use (water resources). Fulfillnent
of these requirements is possible through a consistent inplementation of



approaches included in | egislative, conceptual and strategic docunents of
the Sl ovak Republic related to water.

The above-nmentioned initiative has been applied for preparation of the plan
for public water supply and sewerage devel opnent in the territory of the

Sl ovak Republic. The devel opnent of plans is legally confirned by

| egi slative regulations of the Slovak Republic (the Act No. 442/2002 Coll
on public water supply and public sewerage). The devel opment plan conprises
a conception of wastewater collection and treatnment and together with
regional plan of a large regional unit it forns a base for el aboration of
the plan for regional devel opment, which is being prepared by rel evant

regi onal authority. The inplenmentation of the European and nationa

| egi sl ations, such as protection of regional interests in water and
environnental protection as a whole (Directive 91/271/EEC, Directive
2000/ 60/ EC, Act No. 364/2004 Coll. on waters), is provided through these

pl ans.

The objective of fulfillnment of the plans for public water supply and
sewer age devel opnment is to achieve, on the one hand, the devel opnent of
muni ci pal infrastructure and i nmprovenent of sanitation |evel, respectively,
together with inprovenent of life quality and on the other hand to achieve
enhanced protection and better status of natural water resources, water
ecosystens as well as human heal t h.

The given strategy of the public sewerage devel opment will be respected by
all centrally directed economc inpulses such as allocation fromthe state
budget or financial subvention from European Union or other international
sources. At the same tinme, the flow of own investnents will be directed in
a suitable way, too, including the other public or conmercial sources. In
addi ti on, application of negative stinulation (e.g. penalties) nmust be in
accordance with the strategy of public sewerage devel opment and it nust
support in maxi mumthe subjects having an appropriate waste water treatnment
or meking real steps towards efficient treatnent of waste water. The
financial viability of presented initiative is very high as it relates to a
provi sion of know how, which basically does not require any investnents.
Conversely, it enables effective use and allocation of available financia
resources.

Replicating of the initiative

The above-nmentioned way of drafting the agglonmerations and setting the
priority list with respect to construction of public sewerage can be
applied in those countries that are transposing and inplenenting the

Eur opean Union | egislation, nanely the Directive 91/271/ EEC. The Sl ovak
experts involved in this activity are willing to offer their consultations
and professional assistance in this matter, if needed

It is directly applicable in the CEE countries or in countries with

conmpar abl e (nedium |evel of sewerage systens, respectively. Since this way
is universally adjustable, it is possible to take into account any |oca
requi renents and aspects of receiver, either individually or in a broader
context. Versatility and sinplicity of the initiative is its main

advant age.

The inplementation of the given nmethodol ogy has proved that optinmm



solutions or the so-called win-win solutions can be reached by linking the
ecol ogi cal, technical and econonic requirements

Practical experiences from performed works underline a great inmportance of
institutional and |legal confirmation of the basic terns. It is especially
inportant to introduce and properly apply the terns of aggl onerati ons,
devel opment priorities and devel opnent plans to national provisions.



