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Our purpose as members of the UNEP Tunza Youth Advisory Council is to represent the views of young people. In order to be here today we have had consultations with different youth organizations and networks within our respective regions on the topics of Chemical Management, Energy and Tourism.
Addressing the challenges we have come to discuss here is a particular interest to us. It is our future at stake, and we believe in the unquestionable need of involving youth in decision-making and problem-solving processes. 
We take this time to stand for the rights of children not here today. Children, of all age groups, are the most vulnerable to the negative effects of chemicals. Therefore, chemical management standards must be set taking into consideration the lower tolerance of children. By not taking this issue into account, basic human rights continue to be undermined.

It is also time to take concrete action to secure a future where alternative energies become predominant and accessible to all. We MUST overcome our current dependence on fossil fuels. 

The need for sustainable, cleaner and safer energy is a priority for us: we believe that the impacts of climate change on vulnerable ecosystems are sufficient reasons to prioritize energy on national agendas. 

The current impact of mainstream energy sources is an immediate threat to human health. Air pollution levels have affected human health worldwide, particularly affecting women and children. We must work to improve access to clean technologies not only for industrial but for household use. Gains in this area will alleviate issues of human health and environmental degradation. They also present an opportunity for economic development and a step towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals. 

Youth recognize that energy needs vary and consequently the possibilities for energy development differ due to the ecological and socioeconomic context. Clean and safe energy options are already out there, the challenge is to make those options affordable to different regions in the world.
Youth want to take part in the process of facilitating countries engagement in adopting policies to encourage the use of alternative technologies while making them accessible to poor and vulnerable communities. The possibilities for financing are an issue to be addressed by the international community, and the role of the civil society is to assist governments in finding financing options to achieve energy sustainable development. 
The youth believe that efforts to finance development should be done in coordination with existent international efforts; such as the Clean Development Mechanism of the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol. The GEF plays an important role as well, and we must work to make its efforts stronger. 
Several countries and international funding institutions continue to subsidize fossil fuels, polluting industries and technologies, while sustainable options are already available. Youth believe this is simply unacceptable. We must switch those subsidies to the research and development of clean technologies. Similarly, innovation, collaboration and conservation must be at the center of global efforts.

Countries must engage in the development of diverse energy portfolios. The needs of the developing world are pressing and we must avoid a cookie cutter approach to these issues. We believe that large scale development does not always offer sustainable solutions. We encourage small energy development projects that help address regional issues and that reduce the socioeconomic and ecological impact. 

Governments must play the most important role in making renewable energy technologies accessible and cheap. Tax incentives must be provided in order to include private sector efforts in research, development and implementation. 

The use of unsafe and dirty energy affects the lives of millions around the globe, and the threat to human health and the environment call for immediate action. 
Youth have already answered that call, and our efforts have sparked all over the world: we are working to improve access to existent clean technologies, reduce carbon emissions and bring clean energy to local communities. Efforts to use clean renewable energy in universities, high school and other facilities have been spearheaded by youth. 
We believe that us, as future generations and constituents of the civil society must assist governments in making wind, solar, biomass and small hydroelectric plants accessible through combined efforts of all stakeholders. 

Last November youth from over 30 countries met tin Montreal, prior to the meeting of the COP/MOP of the UNFCCC to create a declaration demanding governments to address the challenges posed by climate change. The declaration and its targets were supported by many governments, and were officially adopted at the World Majors and Municipal Leaders Summit. The declaration states:  “in accordance with scientific knowledge, youth pledged for minimum binding emissions reduction targets of 30% by 2020 and 80% by 2050 for “developed” countries. Flexible mechanisms must supplement, not substitute, domestic emissions reductions, a just transition to low-impact renewable energy and insist on the removal of fossil fuel subsidies. Human rights and social justice must be included in the transition from fossil fuel dependence. Projects involving nuclear energy, large-scale hydro-electric power and waste incineration do not contribute to sustainability. Carbon sequestration is a last resort to mitigating climate change”. 
Moreover, vast majority of tourism is environmentally based. The use of non-sustainable sources of energy will eventually affect tourism, hindering the opportunity for poverty alleviation being offered by this growing industry. At the same time tourism, if badly managed, can become a serious threat to the environment. 

Countries holding pristine natural environments have the responsibility and obligation of preserving them for future generations. Higher fines for irresponsible tourist behavior must be established and more strict controls are required. Paper based protected areas need special and urgent attention. 

Carrying capacity must be respected, along with the original characters of ecosystems. Tourism should primarily benefit local communities and respect local environment. Local communities’ cultures must be respected and taken into consideration and fair work conditions must be guaranteed. 

We call governments to encourage national sustainable tourism. Citizens must know and appreciate their own country’s natural beauty before being able to preserve it. It is only in understanding that one can see the need for protection. Special programs should be established to allow nationals to travel within their own country at an affordable, not-foreign-tourists oriented fare. 

Air plane tickets should be taxed to offset carbon emissions. We call UNEP to take the lead by offsetting the carbon emissions produced by the travel of its personnel and functionaries and encourage other UN agencies and international organizations to do the same. 

We believe that only through combining efforts we could maximize the benefits of tourism while protecting our environment. The private sector plays a very important role in making this a reality. ISO fair labor and environmental friendly standards for tourism could serve to secure a sustainable approach to reaching benefits.  

All work regarding tourism comes down to its local impact, and local tourism councils have a key role to play in engaging small and medium size tourism businesses. International agreements can serve to target sustainable tourism campaigns, but also to consolidate environmental management principles for the tourism industry. The “Polluter pays” principle should be specially applied to tourist operations that pollute or damage the environment. Transportation related to tourism should create mechanisms to off set carbon emissions and to assure that the needs of transportation are meet without harming the environment. 

Eco -Tourism represents a possibility for education and employment while protecting the environment. Youth all over the world are interested in facilitating eco-tourism, and many have already taken steps towards developing that task in their communities. 

There is enough data, statistics and research. We need action! Successful experiences needs to be replicated considering social, economical, cultural, environmental and political factors. The importance of capacity building and education for addressing these challenges at all levels must be highlighted. It is time to make partnerships work and to invest in our future today. As leaders of tomorrow, but also leaders today, we want to be accountable as agents of change and recognized as partners in the process of sustainable development. 
We thank you very much for your attention, and we look forward to engaging in constructive dialogue over the next few days. 

