Decision 22/17 of the UNEP Governing Council adopted at its

twenty-second session on 7 February 2003

22/17.  Governance and law
I

Follow-up to General Assembly resolution 57/251 on the report of the seventh special session of the United Nations Environment Programme Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum
The Governing Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972, the Nairobi Declaration on the Role and Mandate of the United Nations Environment Programme and the Malmö Ministerial Declaration, 

Also recalling General Assembly resolutions 55/200 of 20 December 2000, 56/193 of 21 December 2001 and in particular 57/251 of 20 December 2002,

Recalling the Plan of implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, in particular chapter X on means of implementation, which emphasizes the need for enhancing the provisions on support to developing countries and countries with economies in transition for capacity-building as well as the provisions on technical and technological support,

Also recalling that several of the multilateral environmental agreements have specific articles on the need for transfer of technology and capacity-building, as well as a number of decisions that specify these obligations,

Taking note of the initial efforts made by the United Nations Environment Programme to initiate a process for the development of an intergovernmental strategic plan for technology support and capacity‑building,

1.
Notes the invitation of the General Assembly to Member States, the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme and relevant bodies of the United Nations system to submit to the Secretariat their comments on the important but complex issue of establishing universal membership of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, including its legal, political, institutional, financial and system-wide implications and requesting that the Secretary-General submit a report  incorporating those views to the General Assembly, for consideration before its sixtieth session;

2.
Requests the Executive Director, in the framework of the implementation of paragraph 4 of General Assembly resolution 57/251, to: 

(a)
Invite Governments to submit written comments on the subject by 31 October 2003;

(b)
Submit a report incorporating those comments from Governments to the eighth special session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, in 2004, for its consideration;

3.
Notes the launching of the pilot phase for a voluntary indicative scale of contributions aimed at enhancing predictability in financing the programme of work and broadening the base of contributions;

4.
Notes that an increase in funding from the United Nations regular budget for the United Nations Office at Nairobi and/or the United Nations Environment Programme in the biennium 2004-2005 would decrease the requirement under the Environment Fund biennial support budget and the released resources would be reallocated for the programme activities and/or the Environment Fund financial reserve;

5.
Welcomes the position of the United Nations General Assembly which, by its resolution 57/251, reiterated the need for stable, adequate and predictable financial resources for the United Nations Environment Programme, and in this regard and in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2997(XXVII) underlined the need to consider adequate reflection of all administrative and management costs of the United Nations Environment Programme in the context of the United Nations regular budget;

6.
Requests the Executive Director, in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme, the Global Environment Facility and other relevant organizations, in compliance with decision SS.VII/1, paragraphs 33 and 34, to develop an intergovernmental strategic plan for technology support and capacity‑building and submit a draft strategic plan to the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum at its eighth special session in 2004. The draft strategic plan should be based on input from States, both at the regional and the national level, to incorporate national and regional priorities;

7.
Requests the Executive Director to report on progress in the implementation of the present decision to the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum at its eighth special session.

