INFORMATION NOTE

United Nations Environment Programme

The Third Meeting of the Open-ended Intergovernmental Group of Ministers or

Their Representatives on International Environmental Governance

Algiers, Algeria

Hosted by the Government of Algeria

Date of the meeting

Sunday, 9 and Monday, 10 September 2001

Venue of the meeting

 PALAIS DES NATIONS, at Club des Pins, Algiers 


* Please note that the venue has been changed from Sheraton Hotel to Palais des Nations.

Registration

Registration will start at the conference venue at 12 noon, Saturday, 8 September (open up to 4 p.m.), and from 7.30 a.m. on Sunday, 9 September 2001.

Pre-registration may be made also at Sheraton Hotel on 8 September, for collection of the badges in the morning of 9 September at the conference venue. 

Working hours

Opening time: 9 a.m. on Sunday, 9 September 2001.  The President of Algeria will be present at the opening session.

Two plenary meetings are to be held each day, one in the morning (10 a.m.-1 p.m.) and one in the afternoon (3 p.m.- 6 p.m.).

The meeting will be closed by 6 p.m. on Monday, 10 September 2001.  The Prime Minister of Algeria will be present at the closing session. 

*The above arrangements are subject to confirmation. 

Working languages

The meeting will be conducted in the six official languages of United Nations (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

Working documents

Relevant documents have been made available on UNEP Internet Homepage (www.unep.org/IEG).

Accommodation

Sheraton Club Des Pins Resort and Towers, located within the adjacent area of the meeting venue, Palais des Nations (about 500 meters from the venue), has been identified as the primary accommodation for the participants.  It was used for the OAU Summit, and it is one of the hotels approved for UN officials' stay in Algiers.

Upon receipt of the nomination, the participants will be booked to this hotel (most economical single room available for each person. check-in: 8 September, and checkout: 11 September), unless specific requests are made otherwise.   The participants are requested to notify the hotel to reconfirm their room reservation with arrival time, in order to avoid cancellation.  If the participants have specifically requested the Secretariat to book them to this hotel with arrival information, no reconfirmation will be required.

In case the participants make their own booking, please clearly indicate "Ref. UNEP Environment Conference". 

Room rates per night for the participants are:

Single room: 


9000 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$113)


Double room: 


9900 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$124)


Single room with sea view:
9900 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$124) 

Double room with sea view: 
10800 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$135)


Single room (Tower):

13200 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$165) 

Double room (Tower): 
14100 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$177)


Suite Junior: 


14400 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$180)

Suite Tower: 


18300 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$229)

Suite Diplomatique: 

20500 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$257)

Breakfast (not included in the room price, except for suite and towers):

950 Dinars Algériens  (approx. US$12)

The hotel bill should be settled by the participants.

Address: BP 62, Staoueli, Alger

Tel: (213-21) 377 777; Fax (213-21) 377 700

Email: Ulli.Wistuba@sheraton.com, 
Amina.Zerrouki@sheraton.com

OPTIONAL ACCOMMODATIONS are the following.  Reservation at these hotels may be made through the Liaison Officer of the Host Government or the participants themselves.   In the latter case, please notify the Liaison Officer about which hotel you are going to stay so that transport (shuttle) between the hotel and the conference venue can be arranged.

Hôtel EL DJAZAIR (ex. St. George), located inside Alger City.  It takes about 20 minutes by car to the meeting venue.  This is one of the hotels approved for UN officials' stay in Algiers.  Room rates per night for the participants are:

Standard single room
6200 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$78)

Standard double room
6700 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$84)

Large single room
6700 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$84)


Large double room
7200 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$90)


Luxury single room
7200 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$90)


Luxury double room
7700 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$97)

Suite junior

9800 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$123)

Suite senior

12300 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$154)

Address: 24 Avenue Souidani Boudjemaa, Alger

Tel: (213-21) 692121/230933-37; Fax: (213-21) 691156/693508

Email: info@eldjazair-hotel.com

Hôtel EL RIADH, located about 3 kilomters from the meeting venue. Room rates per night for the participants are:

2800 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$35) for a single room, and 

3800 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$48) for a double room.

Address: Sidi-Fredj – Staouéli - Alger

Tel : (213) 21.39.05.75/77, (213) 21.39.04.42, (213) 21.37.71.36/40

Fax : (213) 21.37.68.81

www.sidifredj-hotels.com/sidifredjeng/index.htm

Hôtel EL MARSA, located about 3.1 kilometers from the meeting venue. Room rates per night for the participants are:

3050 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$38) for a single room, and

4050 Dinars Algériens (approx. US$51) for a double room.

Address: Sidi-Fredj – Staouéli - Alger

Tel : (213) 21.37.61.61/39.19.66

Fax : (213) 21.37.69.36

www.sidifredj-hotels.com/sidifredjeng/index.htm

The above room rates are valid until 30 August 2001.

Note: All UN international staff must reside in one of the following hotels: Sheraton,

Hotel El Djazair, El Aurassi, Sofitel or Hilton. 

Transport

The Government of Algeria will provide courtesy transport between the Algiers Airport and the hotels identified above, and between the hotels and Palais des Nations.   

In case the participants have made transport arrangement with their respective Embassies, please advice the Liaison Officer of the Host Government or the UNEP Contacts accordingly. 

At the airport, the participants should not take a taxi or accept a lift with any non-official vehicle (the one not from the Government, Embassy or UN).   

If you need to have special arrangement of transport during your stay in Algiers, please seek advice from the Liaison Officer of the Host Government or the UN Control Centre.  

Arrival and departure

All participants should advise the Liaison Officer of the Host Government about the arrival and departure time with flight information in advance.

It is preferable that the participants arrive on flights that reach Algiers between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

Upon arrival in the Algiers Airport, the participants will be met by the officials of the Government of Algeria who will assist them in the process of entry and provide them with transport to the hotel.  When you get off the plane, please identify yourself to the personnel on the ground that you are a participant of the UNEP meeting.

In the unlikely event that you cannot immediately find the government officials, please stay within the arrival building and contact the Airport information desk or the VIP handling staff and request their help in contacting the Liaison Officer of the Host Government or the UN Control Centre in Algiers.

On departure, the Government of Algeria will provide the participants with transport from the hotel to the Airport and facilitate the departure.

In case the participants have made special arrangements with their respective Embassies at Algiers, please advise either the Liaison Officer of the Host Government or the UNEP Contacts in advance.  

Visas

Where visas are required, please contact the nearest Embassy or Mission of Algeria to obtain visas.  Visas should be obtained in advance of travel, where applicable.

In case of difficulties in obtaining visas (e.g. absence of the mission in the country), please contact the Liaison Officer of the Host Government or UNEP Contacts as soon as possible. 

Security and safety

The Host Government will ensure safety of the participants.  

It is advisable to exercise caution required for travelling. 

Within the conference venue, UN Security Officers will be available to provide the participants with necessary safety assistance.    

For information or in case of emergency, please contact the following:

Liaison Officer of the Host Government (see below); or

The UN Security Officer at Algiers: Mr. Yvon Morasse

Telephone:

021 69 19 13 or 021 69 12 12 (office)




021 59 10 00 (Hotel El Djazair, room 2218)

Cellular phone:
061 51 31 95

The following telephone numbers are attended 24 hours and should be used:

UN Office Algiers/UN Control Centre: Telephone 021 69 12 12

UN Security Mobile Telephone:  061 51 31 95

Hotel El Djazair   021 69 21 21 or 021 59 10 00

Medical services

Medical services will be available at the conference venue. 

Registered doctors for the United Nations in Algeria are:

Dr Maya Mokhtari – Telephone: 021 71 64 25

Dr Reda Ghenim – Telephone: 021 63 76 39 

In case of emergency, please call the security and safety contacts. 

Climate

The average temperature of Algiers in September is about 25 to 30 degrees C.  

Currency exchange rate

Dinars Algériens is the currency of the country. The current exchange rate is approximately 80 Dinars Algériens (DA) for 1 US Dollar, and 10 Dinars Algériens for 1 French Franc.

DSA

Applicable UN rate of Daily Subsistence Allowance (DSA) is $148.

Weekend

Thursday and Friday.

LIAISON OFFICER OF THE HOST GOVERNMENT

Mr. Salim HAMDANE

Ministère de l’Aménagement du Territoire et de l’Environnement

Palais Mustapha BACHA. 6, avenue de l’Indépendance. Alger. ALGERIE.

Tel : (213) 21.66.62.43

Fax : (213) 21.65.28.12 / (213) 21.43.28.01
   

E-mail: salim.hamdane@environnement-dz.org

UNEP CONTACTS

For the nomination of the representatives: 

Mr. Bakary Kante

Director, Division of Environmental Policy Development and Law

Tel: (254-2) 624065/624278, Fax 624324 / 622788

E-mail Bakary.Kante@unep.org

Mr. Adnan Amin

Director of the New York Office of UNEP

Tel: (212) 963 8138, Fax 212 963 7341

E-mail Adnan.amin@nyo.unep.org

For practical arrangements:

Mr. Masa Nagai

Legal Officer

Division of Environmental Policy Development and Law

Tel: (254-2) 623493, Fax: (254-2) 230198

E-mail Masa.Nagai@unep.org

From 7 September, he can be contacted at Sheraton Club Des Pins or at the conference venue.

