19/20. 
Mid-term review of the Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law for the 1990s and further development of international environmental law aiming at sustainable development
The Governing Council, 

Having considered the report of the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme on the mid-term review of the Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law for the 1990s and further development of international environmental law aiming at sustainable development, 

Recalling its decision 17/25 of 21 May 1993, by which the Council adopted the Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law for the 1990s (the "Montevideo Programme II") and decided to review the implementation of the Programme not later than at its regular session in 1997, 

Also recalling its decision 18/9 of 26 May 1995 requesting the Executive Director to develop, in preparing the periodic review of environmental law in accordance with Council decision 17/25, a position paper for international environmental law aiming at sustainable development and, within available resources, to prepare a study on the need for and feasibility of new international environmental instruments aiming at sustainable development, 

Further recalling the request, made by the Commission on Sustainable Development at its second session, for the United Nations Environment Programme to study further the concepts, requirements and implications of sustainable development and international law, as well as Commission decision 4/6 by which it welcomed the adoption by the Governing Council of decision 18/9 and noted with appreciation the steps taken by the United Nations Environment Programme towards the review of the Montevideo Programme II as an important contribution to achieving the tasks set out in Agenda 21, 

Also recalling the invitation given to the United Nations Environment Programme by the General Assembly in resolution 51/181 of 16 December 1996 to include in its report to the General Assembly at its special session information and views on ways to address, in a forward-looking manner, national, regional and international application of the principles contained in the Rio Declaration, 

Mindful of the special session of the General Assembly to be convened from 23 to 27 June 1997 for the purpose of an overall review and appraisal of the implementation of Agenda 21,

Taking note with appreciation of the work done by the Meeting of Senior Government Officials Expert in Environmental Law for the Mid-term Review of the Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law for the 1990s, 

1. Commends the United Nations Environment Programme for the action it has taken to implement the Montevideo Programme II over the period 1993-1996 and, in particular, the efficient use it has made of the limited resources available to it; 

2. Takes note with appreciation of the position paper on international environmental law aiming at sustainable development; 

3. Takes note also of the preliminary study on the need for and feasibility of new international environmental instruments aiming at sustainable development and requests the Executive Director to continue the work of identifying ways of better implementing existing and future international instruments aiming at sustainable development and the need for and feasibility of such new instruments; 

4. Endorses the observations and recommendations made by the Meeting of Senior Government Officials Expert in Environmental Law for the Mid-term Review of the Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law for the 1990s on specific programme areas of the Montevideo Programme II, and requests the Executive Director to use them as guidance in further implementing the Programme; 

5. Encourages the Executive Director to implement the Programme, as appropriate, in close cooperation with the relevant international organizations; 

6. Reaffirms that the environmental law programme should remain among the major priority areas on which the United Nations Environment Programme should concentrate in its 1998-1999 programme of work, and that adequate resources should be allocated for its implementation, taking into account, however, the overall financial challenges facing the organization; 

7. Recommends that the role of the United Nations Environment Programme in the field of international law aiming at sustainable development be reflected in the outcome of the Commission on Sustainable Development at its fifth session, preceding the special session of the United Nations General Assembly for the purpose of an overall review and appraisal of the implementation of Agenda 21, to be held in 1997; 

8. Requests the Executive Director, in fulfilment of General Assembly resolution 51/181, to submit to the special session of the United Nations General Assembly, on behalf of the Governing Council, the observations and recommendations made by the Meeting of Senior Government Officials Expert in Environmental Law indicating that they reflect the views of the Governing Council on the steps that should be taken to apply further the principles contained in the Rio Declaration, and to forward also the Executive Director's Mid-term Report on the Implementation of the Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law for the 1990s, / indicating that it contains information on the steps that have been taken to this end under the Montevideo Programme since 1993. 
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