20/3. Programme for the development and periodic review of 
environmental law beyond the year 2000
The Governing Council, 

Having considered the report of the Executive Director on the programme for the development and periodic review of environmental law beyond the year 2000, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the progress made in the further implementation of the Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law for the 1990s, including the recently concluded study on dispute avoidance and dispute settlement in international environmental law; 

2. Requests the Executive Director to undertake a process for the preparation of a new programme for the development and periodic review of environmental law, in consultation with Governments and relevant organizations, and, as part of that process, to convene in the year 2000 a meeting of senior government officials expert in environmental law; 

3. Authorizes the Executive Director to continue to use the current Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law as strategic guidance for the work of the United Nations Environment Programme in the field of environmental law until a new programme is adopted by the Council and, in that connection, authorizes him to assist, upon request, Governments and organizations in developing international environmental agreements; 

4. Requests the Executive Director to continue to assist, upon request, developing countries and countries with economies in transition in strengthening national environmental legislation and institutions; 

5. Also requests the Executive Director to report on the outcome of the implementation of the present decision to the Council at its twenty-first session. 
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