8/15. Environmental law
The Governing Council,

Determined to promote harmonious relations and co-operation in the field of international environmental law in the spirit of the Declaration on the Human Environment adopted by the United Nations conference on the Human Environment,

Taking into account its decision 7/11 of 3 May 1979, and recognizing the efforts of and results so far achieved by the Working Group o Experts on Environmental Law in strengthening such relations and co-operation

1. Requests the Executive Director to convene, prior to the tenth session of the Governing Council, an ad hoc meeting of senior government officials expert in environmental law, taking into account the principles of rule 62 of the rules of procedure of the Council, to assist in ensuring that the section on environmental law of the system-wide medium-term environment programme to be submitted for consideration by the Governing Council at its tenth session:

(a) Identifies subject areas where increased global and regional co-ordination and co-operation may encourage and further enhance progress in the field of environmental law, in particular with regard to the interests of developing countries;

(b) Sets out a programme, including global, regional and national efforts, towards this end;

2. Also requests the Executive Director, in order to ensure that developments within the United Nations system and the related work of other international forums and organizations, as well as regional and bilateral agreements, are taken fully into account in preparing for the ad hoc meeting of senior government officials, in accordance with the time-table annexed hereto:

(c) To consult with Governments and appropriate regional governmental and non-governmental bodies with a view t o reflecting particular recommendations on regional concerns, interests and priorities in the field of environmental law;

(d) To prepare the necessary documentation, noting, inter alia, material published by leading authors in the field of environmental law;

(e) To transmit such documentation, including the in-depth review of environmental law referred to in his introductory report, 15/ to the Working Group of Experts on Environmental Law for examination prior to its consideration by the ad hoc meeting of senior government officials;

3. Invites States with a special interest in participating in the ad hoc meeting of senior government officials to so inform the Executive Director not later than the end of September 1980;

4. Decides to determine the size of the meeting at its ninth session;

5. Further requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its ninth session on progress in the implementation of the present decision.

12th meeting

29 April 1980

Annex

Proposed sequence of events regarding the senior level meeting

1. April-1980 Decision to convene the meeting (Governing Council, eighth session) 

2. April-September 1980 Consultations among Executive Director and interested Governments concerning (a) participation in and (b) timing and venue of the meeting 

3 September- Preparation of first draft of in-depth review by UNEP secretariat 

4. September-November1980 - Consultations among UNEP secretariat and other inter-organizational agencies on in depth review and preparation of second draft 

5, November-December 1980 - Consultations with selected Governments on in depth review and preparation of final draft, initiation of consultations between Secretariat and regional groups to ascertain particular regional concerns, interests and priorities 

6. December 1980 - Circulation to Governments and international agencies of final draft of in-depth review and commentary on regional consultative process 

7. May 1981 - Governing Council at its ninth session to receive comments on in-depth review, set out general objectives and strategy for future work in environmental law, and note state of regional input leading towards the meeting. 

3. June 1981 - Executive Director transmits documentation, including in-depth review, comments thereon, regional input, relevant material from the ninth session of the Governing Council and pertinent collated published material or specific references to same, to members of working group of experts. 

9. June 1981 - Working group of experts meets as preparatory committee for the meeting to consider documentation, synthesize material relating to (a) global, and (b) regional environmental legal issues, prepare draft agenda for the meeting and guidelines for eventual recommendations of the meeting. 

10. September 1981 - Meeting convenes, report submitted to Executive Director for the system-wide medium-term environmental programme. 

11. April - May 1982 - Governing Council at its tenth session considers the system ride medium-term environment Programme on environmental law. 

