12/14 - Environmental law
The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decision 11/7 part two, section b, of 24 May 1983, 

Having considered the reports of the Executive Director on programme matters and other documents in the field of environmental law,

Noting with appreciation the progress made in the implementation of the environmental law programme, in particular the follow-up to the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Meeting of Senior Government Officials Expert in Environmental Law, held at Montevideo from 28 October to 6 November 1981,

Conscious of the need for a concentration of efforts to ensure the effective and timely implementation of those parts of the programme, upon which work has been initiated, 

Appreciating the financial support given by, inter alia, the Governments of Austria, the Federal Republic of Germany and the Netherlands for holding expert group meetings in the context of the implementation of the programme, 

I. Protection of the ozone layer 

1. Recalls its decision 84 C (V) of 25 May 1977 on the establishment of the co-ordinating Committee on the ozone Layer and on the World Plan of Action on the ozone Layer, and its decision 9/13 B of 26. May 1981 in which it decided to initiate work aimed at the elaboration of a global framework convention for the protection of the ozone layer and to establish an ad hoc working group of legal and technical experts to that effect; 

2. Expresses its appreciation of the work of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Legal and Technical Experts for the Elaboration of a Global Framework Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and its work on a protocol to the &aft convention; 

3. Requests the Executive Director to convene a fourth session of the Ad Hoc Working Group in 1984 in order to complete work on the Convention to the extent possible and to continue to elaborate a possible draft protocol concerning control of chlorofluorocarbons, and to ensure that any report from the Working Group is brought to the attention of the diplomatic conference referred to in paragraph 4 below) 

4. Also requests the Executive Director to convene, in the first quarter of 1985, a diplomatic conference for the finalization, adoption and signature of the global framework convention and for the consideration of a report from the Working Group concerning further work on a protocol 

5. Calls upon Governments and international organizations concerned to participate fully in the above-mentioned conference and session; 

6. Appeals to Governments to provide the necessary financial resources and/or facilities for the conference and session; 

7. Requests the Co-ordinating Committee on the Ozone Layer to continue to provide expert scientific evaluations of the state of the ozone layer and the nature and scale of any likely modification thereof, and to examine in this connection, if possible within two years, the likely effects of the substances listed in annex I to the draft convention submitted to the Governing Council at its twelfth session; such substances should be evaluated singly, interactively and under appropriate emission scenarios; 

8. Further requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its thirteenth session on the progress made on the actions set out in the present decision; 

II. Other topics of the Montevideo Programme for the Development 
and Periodic Review of Environmental Law 

1. Expresses satisfaction at the results of the first sessions of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on the Protection of the Marine Environment against Pollution from Land-based Sources, the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts of Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous Wastes, and the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts for the Exchange of Information on Potentially Harmful Chemicals (in Particular Pesticides) in International Trade; 

2. Requests the Executive Director to continue the work initiated by these groups, in accordance with the recommendations submitted by them, and to take all appropriate measures to expedite the preparation of the guidelines and principles elaborated by these groups with a view to their early adoption by the Governing Council; 

3. Calls upon Governments to participate actively in the work of these groups, and to consider hosting or funding future sessions of the groups; 

4. Welcomes the offer by the Government of Canada to host a future session of the Ad Hoc working Group of Experts on the Protection of the Marine Environment against Pollution from Land-based Sources; 

5. Adopts the Provisional Notification Scheme for Banned and Severely Restricted Chemicals, calls upon all Governments and the Executive Director to take the necessary steps to bring the Scheme into effect as soon as possible, and requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its fourteenth session on the experience of Governments in implementing the Scheme; 

6. Requests the Executive Director to bring the reports of the working groups to the attention of the other international organizations and bodies concerned, and to continue close consultation and collaboration with other United Nations bodies and specialized agencies in the preparation and further elaboration of the draft guidelines with a view to avoiding unnecessary duplication of effort and maintaining the coordinating role of the United Nations Environment Programme in environmental matters; 

III. Working Group of Experts on Environmental Law 

1. Welcomes the financial support offered by the Government of the United States of America for holding the next session of the Working Group of Experts on Environmental Law, scheduled for 26 to 29 June 1984 in Washington, on the subject of principles and guidelines with regard to environmental impact assessment 

2. Calls upon Governments to participate actively in the work of the Group and to consider hosting or funding future sessions of the Group on the above subject; 

IV. Convention on the Conservation of migratory Species of Wild Animals 

1. Welcomes the intention of the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany to host the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of wild Animals in Bonn in 1985, and to facilitate the establishment of a secretariat which would be provisionally located in Bonn until the Conference takes a final decision 

2. Authorizes the Executive Director to provide secretariat services for the implementation of the Convention in accordance with its article IX# and to make and appropriate financial contribution to the expenses of this secretariat during the first four years after entry into force of the Convention; 

3. Further authorizes the Executive Directors 

(a) To call the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties for 1985) 

(b) To negotiate with the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany all questions concerning the secretariat for the period until the Conference of the Parties takes a final decision, and concerning the financial and technical requirements of the meeting of the Conference of the Parties in 1985, including the conclusion of all necessary arrangements 

V. Information on environmental law 

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on international conventions and protocols in the field of the environment and authorizes him to transmit it, together with the updated Register of International Treaties and other Agreements [Conventions and Protocols] in the Field of Environment, to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session in accordance with resolution 3436 (XXX) of 9 December 1975; 

2. Further requests, the Executive Director, in co-operation with other intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations as appropriate, to continue the collection and dissemination of information concerning international and national environmental law. 

14th meeting 

28 May 1984 
