13/18 - Environmental Law
The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decisions 10/21 and 31 May 1982, paragraph 8, 11/7 of 24 may 1983, part two, section B, and 12/14 of 28 May 1984. 

Having considered the reports of the Executive Director on Programme matters
 and other documents in the field of environmental law. 

Noting with appreciation the progress made in the implementation of the Montevideo Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law
 and in particular the adoption of the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer on 22 March 1985, and of the Montreal Guidelines for the Protection of the Marine Environment Against pollution from Land-based Sources
 on 19 April 1985. 

Conscious of the need for all Governments to continue to participate actively in the implementation of the environmental law Programme, and to consider hosting or funding future working group sessions under the Montevideo Programme. 

I. Protection of the ozone layer

1. Takes note of the adoption of the Vienna Convention for the Protection of one Ozone Layer on 22 March 1985;

2. Notes with appreciation the additional financial support provided for the completion of work on, and adoption of, the Convention by the governments of Austria, Canada, Finland, Norway and the United States of America;

3. Urges all states which have not already done so to sign and ratify the Convention;

4. Requests the Executive Director, in consultation with the signatories to the Convention and in close co-operation with the world Meteorological Organization and other relevant United Nations bodies, to make arrangements required for the interim secretariat of the Convention in order to promote achievement of the objectives of the Convention;

5. Further requests the Executive Director, on the basis of the work of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Legal and Technical Experts for the Elaboration of the Global Framework Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, to convene a working group to continue work on a protocol that addresses both short-term and long-term strategies for the equitable control of the global production, emissions and use of fully halogenated chlorofluorocarbons, taking into account the particular situation of developing countries as well as recent scientific and economic research;

6. Urges all interested parties, in order to facilitate work on such a protocol, to co-operate in studies leading to a more common understanding of possible scenarios for the global production, emissions and use of chlorofluorocarbons and other substances affecting the ozone layer and the costs and effects of various control measures and, to that end, requests those interested parties to sponsor a workshop on the subject under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Programme, and to set up a steering committee, with the terms of reference set out in the annex to the present decision, charged with ensuring adequate preparations for the organization of the workshop;

7. Requests the working group to take into account, inter alia, the report of the Coordinating Committee on the Ozone Layer on its eighteen session as well as the 1985 assessment of current understanding of the physical and chemical processes which control atmospheric ozone, currently being carried out under the auspices of the World Meteorological Organization, the United Nations Environment Programme and other organizations;

8. Authorizes the Executive Director, pending the entry into force of the Convention, to convene a diplomatic conference, in consultation with the signatories to the Convention, if possible in 1987, for the purpose of adopting such protocol;

9. Appeals to signatories to the Convention and other interested parties participating in the development of such a protocol to make available financial means to support the activities referred to in paragraphs 6, 7 and 8 above;

10. Urges all states and regional economic integration organizations, pending the entry into force of such a protocol, to control their emissions of cholofluorocarbons, inter alia, in aerosols, by all means at their disposal, including controls on production or use, to the maximum extent practicable;

11. Notes the efforts of the Executive Director and the Co-ordinating Committee on the Ozone Layer to gather on the production, release and use of chlorofluorocarbons and other halocarbons which may cause ozone layer modification, and urges Governments to furnish the Executive Director regularly with data required:

II. Protection of the marine environment against 
pollution form land-based sources

1. Takes note of the final report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on the Protection of the Marine Environment against Pollution from land-based Sources
;

2. Notes with appreciation the support to the Working Group by the Government of Canada; 

3. Encourages States and international organizations to take the Montreal guidelines for the Protection of the Marine Environment against Pollution from Land-based Sources into account in the process of developing bilateral, regional and, as appropriate, global agreements in this field; 

4. Requests the Executive Director to distribute the Guidelines to all States and International Organizations concerned; 
III. Other topics of the Montevideo Programme for the Development

1. Notes the progress made in the implementation of decision 12/14 and of the Montevideo Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law, as described in the 1984 Annual Report of the Executive Director
 and in his reports on Programme matters
;

2. Requests the Executive Director to take all appropriate measures to continue implementation of the Montevideo Programme, within available resources; 

3. Urges Governments to continue towards the costs of implementing the Programme; 

A. Environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes

Requests the Executive Director, in accordance with the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts of the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous Wastes
, 35/ to convene a further session of the Working Group to enable it to complete the preparation of guidelines and principles on the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes with a view to their consideration by the Council at its fourteenth session; 

B. Exchange of information on potentially harmful chemicals 
(In particular pesticides) in international trade

1. Notes with appreciation the offer of the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to host a session of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts for the Exchange of Information on Potentially Harmful Chemicals (in particular Pesticides) in International Trade in early 1987;

2. Requests the Executive Director; 

(a) To convene a third session of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts for the Exchange of Information on potentially Harmful Chemicals (in particular Pesticides) in International Trade in early 1987 prior to the fourteenth session of the Council, in order to complete work to the extent possible on the draft guidelines for the exchange of information on potentially harmful chemicals in international trade; 

(b) To take all appropriate measures to expedite the preparation of the guidelines with a view to their early consideration by the Council;

(c) To ensure that the report on the experience of Governments in implementing the Provisional Notification Scheme for Banned and Severely Restricted Chemicals
 36/ requested by the Council in its decision 12/14 is submitted to the Working Group at its third session;

(d) To make available to the Working Group at its third session a revised and updated report on national notification procedures and legislative definitions, taking into account comments and additional information received.

(e) Through the International Programme on Chemical Safety and in co-operation with the organizations participating therein, as well as other international organizations concerned, to facilitate the provision of technical assistance and training to developing countries, at their request, for the establishment and functional improvement of national institutions dealing with the exchange of information on potentially harmful chemicals;

C. Environmental impact assessment

1. Takes note of the report of the Working Group of Experts on Environmental Law on the results of its first session on environmental impact assessment
, and of the progress made at that session towards the development of guidelines and principles for environmental impact assessment;

2. Requests the Executive Director to take all appropriate steps by ensure participation in the Working Group's further activities in this field by experts from all interested Governments, especially Governments of developing countries, including, as appropriate, experts form non-legal disciplines; 

3. Further requests the Executive Director to provide for sufficient additional sessions of the Working Group to enable it to complete the development of guidelines and principles for environmental impact assessment, on the basis of the work accomplished to date, in time for their submission to the Council for consideration at its fourteenth session; 

IV. Shared natural resources and legal aspects of 
offshore mining and drilling

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on shared natural resources and legal aspects of offshore mining and drilling
 and authorizes the Executive Director to transmit it on behalf of the Council, together with any comments made by delegations thereon, to the General Assembly at its fortieth session in accordance with Assembly resolution 37/217 of 20 December 1982;

2. Recommends to the General Assembly that it should take note of the report submitted to it by the Council in accordance with paragraph 1 above, and reiterate the terms of Assembly resolution 34/186 and 18 December 1979 as a whole; 
3. Invites the General Assembly to request the Council to submit a further progress report on the implementation of resolution 34/186 in 1987; 

4. Calls on Governments to make use of the principles of conduct in the field of the environment for the guidelines of states in the conservation and harmonious utilization of natural resources shared by two or more states, contained in the report of the Intergovernmental Working Group of Experts on Natural Resources Shared by Two or more states established under Council decision 44 (III) of 25 April 1975
, and the conclusions of the study of the legal aspects concerning the environment related to offshore mining and drilling within the limits of national jurisdiction undertaken by the Working Group of Experts on Environmental Law
, as guidelines and recommendations in the formulation of bilateral or multilateral conventions, on the basis of the principle of good faith and in the spirit of good neighborliness, and in such a way as to enhance and not adversely effect development and the interests of all countries, in particular those of the developing countries; 
V. Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species 
of Wild Animals

1. Notes that the Executive Director has convened the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals in Bonn form 21 to 26 October 1985;

2. Appeals to Governments and International organizations concerned to participate fully in the above-mentioned Conference; 

3. Calls upon stated not yet parities to the Convention to consider early adherence to it; 

VI. International conventions and protocols 
in the field of the environment

Takes note of the port of the Executive Director on international conventions and protocols in the field of the environment
 and authorizes him to transmit it on behalf of the Council, together with any comments made by delegations thereon, to the General Assembly at its fortieth session in accordance with Assembly resolution 3436 (XXX) of 9 December 1975.
15th meeting 

24 May 1985

ANNEX

Terms of reference of the Steering Committee to organize a
workshop on chlorofluorocarbons
A. FUNCTIONS 

1. To consider and advise on the overall technical content and organization of the agenda of the workshop. 

2. To act, in the course of the workshop, in an advisory capacity to the secretariat. 

B. OBJECTIVES 

1. To ensure that the possible type of control of the production, use and emissions of chlorofluorocarbons are fully discussed and evaluated with a view to obtaining a consensus view of the most equitable and appropriate methods.

2. To ensure that the economic, financial, commercial and trade consequences of such controls are fully investigated. 

3. To define, if possible, control systems, which are acceptable to the signatories to the Vienna Convention and can be monitored effectively. 

4. To ensure that adequate technical preparations are made for the workshop, inter alia, by considering; 

(a) The subject-matter for which papers should be specifically commissioned and the authors of such papers; 

(b) How the workshop should be organized in terms of subjects and working groups;

(c) The possible choice of chairman for the workshop as a whole and for working groups;

(d) The preparation of summaries and choice or rapporteurs.

C. APPROACH 

1. The steering committee will commission papers directly.

2. The commissioning of papers by the steering committee shall in no way preclude the submission and discussion of other relevant papers. 

3. The discussion of controls shall be without prejudice to the separate judgment as to whether such controls are or will become required. 

� UNEP/GC.13/9 and Add. 1-3.


� UNEP/GC.10/5/Add.2 and Corr.1 and 2, annex, chap. II


� UNEP/GC.13/9/Add.3, annex.


� UNEP/WG.120/3


� UNEP/GC.13/2 and Corr.1 and 2.


� UNEP/GC.13/9 and Add.2 and 3.


� UNEP/WG.111/3, para.. 31.


� UNEP/GC.12/12/Add.1, annex II.


� 37/ UNEP/WG.107/3.


� UNEP/GC.13/9/Add.1.


� See UNEP/GC.6/17, annex, pp. 9-14.


� UNEP/GC.9/5/Add.5, annex III.


� UNEP/GC.13/10.





