18/1. The role and priorities of the United Nations Environment Programme

The Governing Council, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972, 

Noting paragraphs 38.21-23 of Agenda 21,1 which recognize the need for an enhanced and strengthened role of the United Nations Environment Programme and its Governing Council, 

Acknowledging that population, poverty, health, education, technology, patterns of production and consumption and the environment are closely interconnected within the overall framework of sustainable development, 

Underlining the need for the United Nations Environment Programme to strengthen its role as the central United Nations organ for the environment, while avoiding duplication of work with other international organizations, 

1. Appeals to Governments to accelerate the implementation of Agenda 21 on a priority basis; 

2. Decides that the United Nations Environment Programme should concentrate its activities in the following major areas: 

(a) Assessing and addressing existing and emerging critical issues in the field of the environment; 

(b) Promoting international cooperation in the field of the environment and recommending as appropriate policies to this end; 

(c) Acting as a catalyst to address major threats to the environment; 

(d) Monitoring the status of the global environment through gathering and dissemination of reliable environmental information; 

(e) Facilitating the coordination of the activities of all United Nations bodies on matters concerned with the environment, ensuring through cooperation, liaison and expert participation, that environmental considerations are taken into account in their activities; 

(f) Supporting, upon request, environment ministries and other national environmental authorities, in particular in developing countries and countries with economies in transition, in the formulation and implementation of their environmental policies, and related capacity-building activities; 

(g) Furthering the development of international environmental law; 

(h) Providing expert advice on the development and use of environmental economic concepts and instruments; 

(i) Developing regional programmes for the environment; 

3. Decides also that the major results of the activities of the United Nations Environment Programme should be: 

(a) International arrangements to enhance environmental protection; 

(b) Periodic assessments and scientifically sound forecasts designed to support decision-making and the creation of an international consensus on the main environmental threats and responses; 

(c) More effective coordination of environmental matters within the United Nations system; 

(d) Policy options and advice to Governments, multilateral organizations and others, which incorporate the environmental dimension into the sustainable development process and strengthen environmental protection; 

(e) Higher public awareness and greater capacity for environmental management and effective national and international responses to the threats of environmental degradation; 

4. Requests the Executive Director to take fully into account the present decision in shaping and executing the future programmes of the United Nations Environment Programme; 

5. Requests the Executive Director to bring to the attention of the Secretary-General, as a contribution to his preparations for the special session of the General Assembly in 1997 to review the follow-up of Agenda 21, the report of the Governing Council. 
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