ADVANCE \X 62.9018/9.  Further development of international environmental

ADVANCE \X 104.85law aiming at sustainable development

The Governing Council,


Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/190 of 22 December 1992 endorsing Agenda 211 and the other documents as adopted by the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, and, in particular the principal environmental challenges identified therein,


Desiring to achieve the implementation of tasks set out in those documents,


Recalling chapter 38 of Agenda 21 on international institutional arrangements, which reaffirms the enhanced and strengthened role of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme in providing policy guidance and coordination in the field of the environment, taking into account the development perspective, and urges the United Nations Environment Programme to concentrate, inter alia, on the implementation and further development of international environmental law,


Recognizing that chapter 38 of Agenda 21 further urges the United Nations Environment Programme to concentrate on coordinating functions arising from an increasing number of international legal agreements, inter alia, the functioning of the convention secretariats, and the provision of technical, legal and institutional advice to Governments, at their request, for developing and implementing national environmental legislation and institutions, providing training and disseminating legal information,


Recalling its decision 17/25 of 21 May 1993, by which it adopted the Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law for the 1990s, and decided to review the implementation of the programme not later than at its nineteenth session,


Recalling also the decision adopted by the Commission on Sustainable Development on 27 May 1994 urging the United Nations Environment Programme to study further the concept, requirements and implications of sustainable development and international law,


Welcoming the progress achieved in the implementation and development of international environmental instruments and the conclusion of environmental programmes of action,


Concerned that, despite the encouraging signs, three years after the adoption of Agenda 21 only limited progress has been made in the realization of its goals and objectives and that existing and proposed legal and institutional instruments and arrangements have so far been ineffective in halting the deterioration of the global environment,


Noting the need for enhanced policy guidance with regard to the direction and coordination of United Nations system activities in the field of environment in the context of sustainable development,


Believing that in order to achieve sustainable development it is imperative to address on a priority basis the principal environmental challenges, as contained in Agenda 21, including with reference to relevant social, economic and environmental aspects which should be considered in the contest of the development of international environmental law,


Noting with appreciation the efforts being made by the United Nations Environment Programme as well as other institutions, both within and outside the United Nations system, to further the implementation and development of international environmental law aiming at sustainable development,


Believing further that innovative approaches are required in the field of the progressive development and codification of international environmental law in order to achieve sustainable development,


1.
Requests the Executive Director to monitor the implementation of international legal instruments in the field of environment, to elaborate and recommend, where necessary, means to enhance their effectiveness and to provide support, as agreed, to the convention secretariats;


2.
Requests the Executive Director to update, within available resources, a compilation of international environmental instruments, with a view to facilitating harmonization of international environmental law;


3. 
Requests the Executive Director, in implementing the mandate for a database on national and international environment law, to use the existing IUCN databank as the core archival system and, with view to avoiding duplication of efforts, provide the support necessary to enable it to serve the needs of the United Nations Environment Programme, in particular to assist Governments of developing countries in this field;


4.
Requests the Executive Director to develop, in preparing the periodic review of environmental law in accordance with Council decision 17/25, a position paper for international environmental law aiming at sustainable development, containing, inter alia, compliance/implementation mechanisms, dispute avoidance/settlement procedures and new concepts and principles, with reference to existing international legal instruments as well as guidelines developed by institutions both within and outside the United Nations system;


5.
Requests the Executive Director, within available resources, to prepare a study on the need for and feasibility of new international environmental instruments aiming at sustainable development, addressing, on a priority basis, the principal environmental challenges, including as they relate to the broader issues of sustainable development as set forth in Agenda 21, and, in fulfilling this task, to draw upon relevant work and activities of other United Nations agencies and international organizations;


6.
Requests the Executive Director to keep the Committee of Permanent Representatives informed of the progress of the United Nations Environment Programme on the subject and to submit a report thereon to the Governing Council at its nineteenth session.
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