7/11.
  Environmental Law

The Governing Council,

Noting General Assembly resolution 3436 (XXX) of 9 December 1975,

Noting also General Assembly resolution 33/87 of 15 December 1978,

Bearing in mind its decision 35 (III) of 2 May 1975, 66 (IV) of 18 April 1976, 91 (IV) of 25 May 1977 and 6/14 of 24 May 1978. 

Noting the report of the Executive Director on international conventions and protocols in the field of the environment,

Noting the report of the Executive Director on the status of work of the Working Group of Experts on Environmental Law,
1. Expresses the hope that the General Assembly, at its thirty-fourth session will take note of the report on the work of the Intergovernmental Working Group of Experts on Natural Resources Shared by Two or More States, adopt the 15 draft principles on the guidance of States in their interrelations in respect of shared natural resources and request States to respect the principles in their inter-state relations;

2. Requests the Executive Director to recommend to the working Group of Experts on Environmental Law that it:

a) Make every effort to conclude, at the earliest date possible, its study of the legal aspects of off-shore mining and drilling carried out within the limits of national jurisdiction, including the provision of guidelines where appropriate;

b) Prepare a list of priority subject areas in the field of international law related to the protection of the environment, bearing in mind inter alia the subjects mentioned in goal 20 for 1982, the list prepared by the Group itself and the topics recommended by the Executive Director to the Group at its first session;

c) Meet at shorter intervals and at an adequate level of expertise;

d) Consider ways and methods for its future work in furthering the development of environmental law, and in this connection consider inter alia the establishment of specialised subgroups;

3. Requests the Executive Director and Governments with legal experts participating the work in this field to ensure that all necessary technical studies are made prior to meetings of legal experts, so that such experts can sharply focus on the legal questions involved;

4. Requests the Executive Director to submit a report on progress to the Governing Council at its eighth session.
5. Authorizes the Executive Director to transmit, together with his report on international conventions and protocols in the filed of the environment, document UNEP/GC/INFORMATION/5/Supplement 2 to the general Assembly at its thirty-fourth session;
6. Further requests the Executive Director, in consultation with the Working Group on Environmental Law, to procure the co-operation of institutions, specialized in international law, and universities to study priority areas selected by the Group of Experts on Environmental Law.
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