9/19 Environmental Law

A

Ad Hoc Meeting of Senior Government Officials Expert in Environmental Law 

The Governing Council,

Recalling its decision 8/15 of 29 April 1980, on the convening, prior to the tenth session of the Governing Council, of an ad hoc meeting of senior Government officials expert in environmental law, 

Recognizing that the results of the ad hoc meeting will constitute a major contribution to the development and implementation of the environmental law component of the system-wide medium-term environment programme, 

Recognizing further that the development of environmental law should be viewed in the broad context of the promotion of international co-operation, 

1. Decides that, further to General Assembly resolution 35/74 of 5 December 1980, the Ad Hoc Meeting of Senior Government Officials Expert in Environmental Law shall take place at Montevideo in November 1981 and that the working Group of Experts on Environmental Law, acting as the preparatory committee for the Ad Hoc Meeting, shall meet at Geneva for two weeks early in September 1981; 

2. Further decides that the mandate of the Ad Hoc Meeting shall be: 

(a) To establish a framework and methods for the development and periodic review of environmental law, by focusing upon: 

(i) The identification of major subject areas - such as marine pollution from land-based sources, protection of the ozone layer and disposal of hazardous wastes - suitable for increased global and regional co-ordination and co-operation in elaborating environment law, with particular regard to the interests of developing countries; 

(ii) The promotion of guidelines or, where appropriate, of principles, or the conclusion of bilateral, regional or multilateral agreements, in relation to such subject areas; 

(iii) The identification of other subject areas, which could be susceptible to the development of such guidelines, principles or agreements; 

(iv) The identification of subject areas suitable for the elaboration of preventive measures as well as other mechanisms for the implementation of environmental law, including the improvement of remedies available to the victims of pollution; 

(v) The means for the promotion and provision of technical assistance to developing countries in the field of environmental law; 

(vi) The identification of means by which environmental law could increasingly be included in curricula; 

(b) To set out a programme, including global, regional and national efforts, in furtherance of the above elements 

(3) Decides also to consider the report of the Ad Hoc Meeting at its tenth session; 

(4) Requests the Executive Director:

(a) To invite to the Ad Hoc Meeting all States Members of the United Nations or members of specialized agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency which have expressed an interest in participating, and interested United Nations agencies and bodies, as well as other intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations; 

(b) To convene, in conjunction with the preparatory committee, a meeting to identify the particular interests and concerns of the developing countries in the light of the mandate set out above; 

(c) To prepare all relevant documentation and transmit it, sufficiently in advance of the meetings of the preparatory committee, to the States, United Nations agencies and bodies and other intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations concerned. 
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