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The world’s poor depend on fertile soll, clean water and healthy ecosystems for their
ivelihoods. Their well-being is directly linked to the sustainable use of naftural resources.
IN Most countries, infegrating the environmental concerns of poor and vulnerable
groups intfo development planning and investment remains a major challenge.
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UNDP and UNEP have joined their poverty and environment activities fo form a global

oartnership, the UNDP-UNEP Poverty and Environment Initiative. The aim is fo support the
iINntfegration of environmental sustainability info national development processes to reduce

ooverty and achieve the MDGs. The Initiative supports pilot projects in seven African countries:

Kenya, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda.
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The aim of the counftry pilot projects is to iInclude environmental sustainability as a central
objective In national development strategies, such as poverty reduction strateQy papers or

MDG implementation plans. UNEP and UNDP work closely with the national governments,

especially with ministries of planning and finance, ministries of environment and
environmentdl management agencies. The projects are country-driven, with governments

identifying activities appropriate 1o the national priorifies.
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