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... UNEP and OSCE staff members on mission to assess wildland fires in the 'frozen conflict zone' of 

Nagorno‐Karabakh in the South Caucasus...

The Southern Caucasus, composed of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia, has long been a 
focal point for change and a bridge between Asia and Europe. The region is in transition and 
has seen multiple inter-state and ethnic confl icts in its recent past, some of them escalating 

to full-scale warfare. The frequent lack of regional cooperation threatens to exacerbate 
environmental issues, themselves a source of potential confl ict in the region.
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The interaction of environmental degradation and competition over natural resources, carries 
real risks of political tension and even confl ict. At the same time, the need for improved 

environmental management can act as a bridge for cooperation. Joint assessments and 
information exchange can identify shared interests and catalyze agreements across borders. 

...The joint attempts to gain control of wild fires raging in the disputed territory have been 

described as 'a positive development'...

03 : 31 : 29
  
NAGORNO‐KARABAKH
u n i v e r s a l  t i m e

©
  W

alt
er

 A
lfa

ro
 B

or
ge

s /
 U

NE
P



HOURS WITH THE UN ITED NAT IONS ENV IRONMENT PROGRAMME

ENVIRONMENT AND SECURITY

www.unep.org

now

showing

UNEP and its partners support governments by analyzing environment and security 
risks and implementing projects designed to address them. In the Environment and 

Security Initiative (ENVSEC) UNEP has joined forces with UNDP, UNECE, the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), and the Regional Environment Centre 

for Central and Eastern Europe. 

...The Southern Caucasus is one of the regions where Environment and Security (ENVSEC) partners 

work to assess issues such as access to natural resources... 
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