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DECISION:  Procedures for assessing THE OZONE-DEPLETING POTENTIAL OF new SUBSTANCES that may be damaging to the Ozone layer

Proposal by the European Community and the United States of America

Understanding that new substances are those believed to deplete the ozone layer and to have the likelihood of substantial production but are not listed as controlled substances under Article 2 of the Protocol;
Mindful of the request to a Party under decision IX/24 and decision X/8 to report to the Ozone Secretariat new substances being produced in its territory;

Recalling decision XI/19 on the assessment of new substances that requests the Technology and Economic Assessment Panel and the Scientific Assessment Panel to develop criteria to assess the potential ODP of a new substance and to produce a guidance paper on public/private sector partnerships in this assessment;

Understanding the urgency and the benefit of disseminating information on new substances that enables individual Parties to limit or ban the use of these substances as soon as possible;

Noting the desirability of having a standardized and independent ODP analysis in order to ensure consistent and reproducible results;

Decides:

1. To request the Secretariat to keep the list of substances submitted by Parties pursuant to decision IX/2on the UNEP website up-to-date and to distribute the current version of the list to all Parties about six weeks in advance of the meeting of the Open-ended Working Group and the Meeting of the Parties;

2. To ask the Secretariat to request a Party that has an enterprise producing a listed substance to request that enterprise to fund a preliminary assessment of the ODP following procedures to be developed by the Scientific Assessment Panel and to submit, if available, toxicological data on the listed substance, and further to request the Party to report the outcome of the request to the Secretariat;

3. To call on Parties to encourage their enterprises to conduct the preliminary assessment of the ODP within one year of the request of the Secretariat and, in cases where the substance is produced in more than one territory, to request the Secretariat to notify the Parties concerned in order to promote the coordination of the assessment;

4. To request the Secretariat to notify the Scientific Assessment Panel of the outcome of the preliminary assessment of the ODP to enable the Panel to review the assessment for each new substance in its annual report to the Parties and to recommend to the Parties when a more detailed assessment of the ODP of a listed substance may be warranted;  
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