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The Executive Summary contains key summaries from the Scientific Assessment of Ozone Depletion: 2002, prepared during 2001-2002 by the Scientific Assessment Panel of the 1985 Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and its 1987 Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.


The full report of the 2002 Scientific Assessment will be available to the Parties to the Montreal Protocol in advance of their meeting in 2003, at which they will consider the need to amend or adjust the Protocol.  The genesis of the 2002 Scientific Assessment occurred at the 11th Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol held on 29 November - 3 December 1999 in Beijing, China, at which the scope of the scientific needs of the Parties was defined.  As a result, the 2002 Assessment contains five scientific chapters that focus on:

· atmospheric observations and future projections of substances that are controlled by the Montreal Protocol (such as the chlorofluorocarbons), as well as other ozone-depleting source gases;

· evaluation of the impacts on the ozone layer of a newly considered category of substances, the very short-lived substances, that are very short lived in the atmosphere and for which the classical concept of a single number for an Ozone Depletion Potential (ODP) does not apply;

· observations and future expectations with regard to the ozone layer in the Antarctica and the Arctic;

· observations and future expectations with regard to the global ozone layer;   and

· observations and expected future behavior of surface ultraviolet radiation.

These chapters contain a description of the known relations between ozone depletion and climate change, including feedbacks between the two.


The formal planning of the present report was started in January 2001.  Input was sought from an ad-hoc group of international ozone layer researchers, who commented on a draft outline of the report and who provided suggestions as to potential participants in the assessment process.  Further, the Parties nominated scientific experts who were also potential participants.  


The first drafts of the chapters were examined at a meeting in November 2001 in Fairfax, Virginia, USA, at which the Lead Authors and a small number of international experts focused on the content of the draft chapters and on coordination among the chapters.  The second drafts of the chapters were reviewed by 133 scientists worldwide in a mail peer review during March of 2002.  These comments were considered by the authors during their preparation of a third draft prepared in May 2002.  At a Panel Review Meeting in Les Diablerets, Switzerland, held on 24-28 June 2002, the third drafts were reviewed by 74 scientific reviewers from the international community.  Final changes to the chapters were decided upon there, and the Executive Summary contained herein was prepared by the participants.


The Executive Summary is available on the Internet at: http://www.wmo.ch/web/arep/ozone.html  and at: http://www.unep.org/ozone/publications.shtml.   The full report is being prepared for publication.  Printed copies will be available in April 2003.


Approximately 250 scientists from many countries of the developed and developing world participated in the 2002 Assessment as lead authors, coauthors, contributors, and reviewers.  The following document is a summary of their current understanding of the stratospheric ozone layer and its relation to humankind.

For more information please contact:

Dr. Michael Proffitt, WMO, proffitt@wmo.ch and Dr. Michael Graber, Ozone Secretariat, UNEP, Michael.Graber@unep.org   

