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His All Holiness Ecumeni i artholomew |, the Archbishop of Constantinople, was named a UNEP Champion of the Earth in 2005.
The outstanding environmental leaders who have significantly influenced the protection and sustainable
. the planet’s environment.

Each issue of Our Planet features the views of one of UNEP’s Champions. For more information on the UNEP Champions of the Earth award see
http://www.unep.org/champions/.
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For more than a decade, the Ecumenical Patriarchate, one of the oldest
religious institutions in the world, has been labouring to draw attention to the
deep existential crisis facing the modern world as a result of reckless human
activities. While the world faces many grave environmental challenges, the
overwhelming emphasis of our activities has been on the condition of the
waters of the Earth: oceans, lakes, rivers and the entire biosphere in which
water plays such a central role.
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from the Christian viewpoint, merely a pointer to an even deeper need — to
live as our Creator intended. The nature of life in communion with God is a
mystery that has been pondered and exemplified by holy men and women
over many generations. One thing we know for certain is that God did not
intend us to treat the earth’s resources, or i aters, as something to be used
exclusively for short-te “onomi ai ; out regard for other forms
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