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BACK GROUND INFORMATION NOTE (synopsis)
Draft Action Plan of the Enviromental I nitiative of NEPAD

At the beginning of the new millennium Africa is characterized by two interrdated
features. risng poverty levels and deepening environmental degradation. Africa has a
wedth of naturd resources, induding minerds, land, biologicd diversty, wildlife
forests, fisheries, and water. It has the largest tropica rain forests and the second largest
freshwater |ake in the world.

The region offers dgnificant potentia for human, socid and economic development but
is facing enormous chdlenges. Rapid population growth, riang levels of poverty and
ingppropriste development practices are the main factors influencing the date of the
environment in Africa Other factors that have lead to continued environmenta
degradation include the impact of drought and other naturd disasters, disease,
ineffective development policies, unfavorable terms of internationd trade and the debt
burden.

In adopting the United Nations Millennium Declaration in New York in September
2000, the Heads of States representing the internationd community, committed
themselves to “support the consolidetion of democracy in Africa and assist
Africans in thar gdruggle for lasting peace, poverty eradication and sugtainable
development, thereby bringing Africa into the maingream of the world economy”.
More specificaly they agreed to “take specid measures to address the chalenges
of povety eadicaion and sudanable deveopment in Africa, including debt
cancelation, improved market access, enhanced Officid Development Assstance
and increased flows of Foreign Direct Investment, as wel as tranders of
technology.”

The New Partnership for Africas Development adopted by the African Heads of State
and Government is an initiative in which the leaders pledged “based on a common
vison and a firm and shared conviction, that they have a pressng duty to eradicate
poverty and to place their countries, both individualy and collectively, on a path of
sugtainable growth and development, and at the same time to participate actively in
the world economy and body palitic”” NEPAD recognizes that the range d issues
necessry to nurture the region’s environmenta base and sustainable use of natural
resources is vadt and complex, and that a sysematic combination of initiatives is
necessary in order to develop a coherent environmenta programme.

The New Partnership for Africds deveopment recommends the development and
adoption of an environment initiative - a coherent action plan and drategies - to
address the region's environmental chdlenges while a the same time combating
poverty and promoting socio-economic development. This Environmental Action
Plan for the fird decade of the 21st century is a response to address such
chdlenges. It is prepared through a consultative and participatory process under
the leadership of the African Minigerid Conference on Environment (AMCEN).
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The plan is about Africas common and shared sustainable development problems
and concerns. It is a body of collective and individua responshilities and actions
that African countries adopt and will implement to maintain the integrity of the
environment and ensure the sudainable use of ther naura resources through
patnerships with the internationd community. It provides an agppropriate
framework for the establishment of a strong partnership for the protection of the
environment between Africa and its partners based on the commitments contained
in the United Nations Millennium Dedlaration.

The Johannesburg Plan of Implementation adopted at the World Summit on Sudtainable
Deveopment, held in Johannesburg, South Africa from 26 August to 4 September
2002 provides that “The New Patnership for Africas Devdopment is a
commitment by African leaders to the people of Africa It recognizes that
partnerships among African countries themsdves and between them and with the
international community are key dements of a shared and common vison to
egradicate poverty, and furthermore it ams to place ther countries, both
individudly and collectivdly, on a path of susaned economic growth and
sudanable devdopment, while participating actively in the world economy and
body politic. It provides a framework for sustainable development on the continent
to be shared by dl Africa’s people€’. The Johannesburg Plan of Action contains 47
recommendations aimed a ensuring the promotion of sudainable development in
Africain the framework of NEPAD.

Under the leadership of AMCEN and in close cooperation with the Secretariat of
NEPAD and the African Union as wdl as the support of UNEP and the Globd
Environment Facility, the Action Plan for the Environment Initigtive of the New
Partnership For Africds Development has been prepared in two phases, namely
(i) A Framework of an Action Plan of the UNEP/GEF Medium sized Project; and
(i) the conduct of the eight thematic workshops to finaize the Action plan.

The reports of the eight thematic workshops as well as the revised Action Plan were
reviewed by the Steering Committee held in Maputo, Mozambique on 23-24 April
2003 a the levd of Experts. The Action Plan is being submitted to the specid
session of AMCEN to be held in Maputo, Mozambique from 9-10 June.

ENVIRONMENT ACTION PLAN FOR THE FIRST DECADE OF THE 21
CENTURY

A coherent, drategic and long-term programme of action is required to promote Africa's
sugtainable development. This is explicit in NEPAD’s emphasis about measures that will
ensure that the continent is able to confront its short-term economic growth challenges
without losng dte of the long-run environmenta, poverty eradication and socid
development imperatives. Sustainable development is about the long-term. It can only be
achieved through investments in the future. Thus the proposed NEPAD environment
programme of action takes a long-term approach. It is about processes, projects and



DRAFT — Not to be Cited

rdated activities tha ae amed a enlarging Africds economic prospects through
sustained environmenta management.

The proposed action plan is integrated in the sense that it takes full consideration of
economic growth, income didribution poverty eradication, socia equity and better
governance as part and parcd of Africas environmental sustainability agenda. Chapter 8
of NEPAD on the Environment Initigtive cannot be implemented in isolation from the
ovadl objectives of NEPAD. It will be implemented in harmony with the other
components of NEPAD.

The Action Plan takes fully into account the rdevant recommendations on NEPAD
contained in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation adopted by the World Summit of
Sudanable Deveopment as wel as the recommendations agreed upon during the
discusson on the environment component of NEPAD held in Nairobi on 5" February
2003 a the Globa Minigerid Environment Forum . The Action plan is organized in
clusters of programmatic and project activities to be implemented over an initia period
of ten years.

The programmatic areas cover the following priority sectors and cross-cutting issues as
identified in Environment Initistive of NEPAD: Combaing land degradation, drought
and desartification; Wetlands, Invasive species, Marine and coasta resources, Cross-
border conservation of natural resources, climate change, and, Cross-cutting issues. The
action is building upon the related problems of pollution, forets and plant genetic
resources, wetlands, invasve dien species, coastd and marine resources, capacity
building and technology trandfer.

Projects listed under the programmatic areas and ther number(in  brackets) are

categorised asfollows:

1. Combating land degradation :Arab Maghreb Union (14); CILSSYECOWAS (32);

ECCASRegion (9); IGAD Region (14); and SADC Region (18).

2. Conserving Africa’s wetlands (9).

3. Prevention, Control and Management of Invasive Alien Species (14).

4. Conservation and sustainable use of marine, coastal and freshwater resources (42).

5. Combating climate change in Africa: ongoing (7); proposed (7); and ener gy (20).

6. Cross-border Natural Resource Management: forests (8).

7. Cross-cutting Issues: health and environment —existing projects (14), proposed
projects (8); waste management (5); support infrastructure (3); sustainable
production and consumption (6); networking and information dissemination
(3); atmospheric pollution (3).

8. Poverty and Environment (11).

A Seering Committee Mesting hdd in Maputo from 23-24 April, 2003 reviewed the
draft action plan of the environment initiative of NEPAD. Notable among the
achievements a this meeting was the prioritisstion of the projects (as category 1 and
others) under the programme aress. The specid sesson of AMCEN to be held from 910
June,2003 will, inter dia, consder the document with the view to endorsng the draft
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action plan of the environment initiative of NEPAD and submitting it to the Summit of
African Union scheduled to be held in early July 2003. Furthermore, the endorsed draft
action plan of the environment initicive of NEPAD will the subject of a Donors
Conference in December 2003 which the Algerian Government has gracioudy agreed to
hogt in Algiers



