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UNEP Governing Structure

Antigua and Barbuda *
Argentina *
Bahamas **
Bangladesh **
Belgium *
Brazil  **
Bulgaria **
Burkina Faso **
Cameroon **
Canada *
Cape Verde **
Chad *
China *
Colombia **
Congo *
Costa Rica **
Cuba *
Czech Republic *
France *
Germany *

Republic of Korea *
Romania *
Russian Federation *
Saudi Arabia **
Senegal **
Somalia **
Sudan *
Sweden **
Switzerland *
Syrian Arab Republic *
Turkey **
Tuvalu **
United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern
     Ireland **
United Republic of Tanzania **
United States of America *
Uruguay *
Zambia *
Zimbabwe *

Ghana **
Greece *
Hungary **
India **
Indonesia *
Iran (Islamic Republic of) **
Israel **
Japan *
Kazakhstan **
Kenya *
Kyrgyzstan **
Mexico **
Monaco **
Morocco **
Myanmar *
Namibia *
Netherlands **
Nicaragua *
Nigeria *
Poland **

The UNEP Governing Council was established in accordance with UN General Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15

December 1975 (Institutional and financial arrangements for international environmental cooperation). The Governing

Council reports to the General Assembly through the Economic and Social Council. Its 58 members are elected by the

General Assembly for four-year terms, taking into account the principle of equitable regional representation. Full information

on the composition, functions and responsibilities of the UNEP Governing Council and the Committee of Permanent

Representatives, formally established and strengthened as a subsidiary organ to the Governing Council by decision 19/32 of

4 April 1997, is available at www.unep.org/governingbodies.

Bureau Members of the UNEP Governing Council

Acting President H.E. Mr. Suk Jo Lee, (Republic of Korea) (1 January 2004—29 March 2004)

Vice-Presidents H.E. Mr. Juan Pablo Bonilla, (Colombia)

H.E. Mrs. Tania Van Gool, (Netherlands)

Rapporteur His Excellency, Ambassador, (Czech Republic)

Committee of Permanent Representatives Bureau Members for the period 1 July 2003 to 30 June 2005

Chairman H.E. Mr. Habeeb Mohamed Farook, High Commissioner and

Permanent Representative (Sri Lanka)

Vice-Chairmen H.E. Mr. Andrew Kiptoon, Ambassador and Permanent Representative

(Republic of Kenya)

H.E. Mr. Janos Budai, Ambassador and Permanent Representative

(Republic of Hungary) (July 2003—June 2004)

Ambassador and Permanent Representative (Czech Republic) (July 2004-June 2005)

H.E. Mr. Frédéric Renard, Ambassador and Permanent Representative (Belgium)

Rapporteur H.E. Ms. Margarita Dieguez, Ambassador and Permanent Representative (Mexico)

Member States of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme (2004 - 2007)

*  Members whose terms expire on 3l December 2005.
** Members whose terms expire on 3l December 2007.
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Message from the Secretary-General
of the United Nations

Kofi Annan
United Nations Secretary-General
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In a year dominated by events in Iraq, it was sometimes

difficult to focus attention on the many other urgent issues

that we face, and in particular on the development agenda

encapsulated in the Millennium Development Goals.

The United Nations Environment Programme was busy

throughout the year on its long-standing mission of

enhancing global understanding of  environmental issues and

helping countries to address those issues.  Working with

governments, the private sector, civil society and UN system

partners, UNEP also sought to build on the momentum

generated by the previous year’s World Summit on

Sustainable Development, which identified concrete ways to

accelerate the implementation of  Agenda 21 and forged a

range of  promising partnerships.

The need for sound environmental governance underpins all

our efforts to create peaceful, just and healthy societies.  That

is why world leaders decided that ensuring environmental

sustainability should be one of  the MDGs, and why any

further drift in international commitment to this effort would

be truly dangerous for the security and prosperity of  future

generations.  This annual report shows the diverse ways in

which UNEP continues to do its part, playing a central role

in providing information, policy advice and capacity building

for sustainable development.  I recommend the report’s

contents to a wide global audience, in the hope that it will

illuminate further the urgency of  this cause.
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Introduction by the UNEP Executive Director
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UNEP Executive Director
Klaus Toepfer (third from left)
joined environment ministers
from Canada, China,
Denmark, Iceland, Norway,
Russia, South Africa, Sweden,
the United Kingdom and the
United States in August to
discuss environmental
challenges to the Arctic.

Environment for a Sustainable Future

In August 2003 I was invited by the Norwegian

government to spend a week in the Arctic in the

company of  environment ministers from around

the world.  It was an opportunity to see first-hand

the beauty and fragility of this habitat whose

importance to our global well-being is becoming

increasingly apparent.

The Arctic has a wealth of  riches.  As well as its

natural beauty and biological diversity, it has vast

reserves of  fish, timber, oil, natural gas and

minerals.  Pressure to exploit these natural

resources is creating a growing list of

environmental hotspots.  However, it is not just

local activities that threaten the Arctic.  UNEP

assessments have revealed concentrations of

mercury and other persistent toxic substances far

beyond what is produced in the region, threatening

the health of  people and wildlife alike.

It is also in the Arctic where the effects of global

climate change are most easily seen.  When the

Ward Hunt Ice Shelf—a huge mass of  floating ice

that had been in place for at least 3,000 years—split

off  from the north coast of  Ellesmere Island in the

Canadian Arctic in September 2003, it confirmed to

many that climate change is not only ongoing, but

is accelerating.

The irony of  global climate change is that the

countries that contribute least to the

phenomenon—such as Small Island Developing

States and the countries of Africa—are among the

hardest hit by the apparent increase in the severity

and frequency of  severe weather events such as

storms, floods and drought.  However, they are not

the only victims.  The costs in shattered lives and

ruined businesses can be measured across the

globe, not just in the developing world.  According

to members of  UNEP’s Finance Initiative those

costs are increasing each year.

Climate change affects us all.  Almost every

environmental trend we observe is exacerbated by

it.  Biodiversity loss, land degradation and the

diminishing quantity and quality of  the world’s

freshwater resources are all made worse by global

warming.  It is now widely accepted that the human

activities are the main cause of  global climate

change as well as the many other environmental

problems facing societies across the globe.  It is

therefore only through our own actions—as

by Klaus Toepfer
Executive Director of UNEP
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UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer in Meru National Park,
Kenya, with Robert Hepworth, Deputy Director, UNEP Division of
Environmental Conventions, and Margaret Oduk, biodiversity
consultant.  UNEP has sponsored two scientists to assess the
impacts on the ecosystem of restocking the park.
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individuals, as communities, as businesses and as

governments—that these problems can be

remedied.

This report details how UNEP has worked

throughout the year with all stakeholders to

promote more effective protection and sustainable

use of  the global environment.  The year got off  to

a very positive start with the 22nd UNEP

Governing Council / Global Ministerial

Environment Forum, held in early February at

UNEP’s headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya.  The level

of  attendance, the intensity of  the negotiations and

the fruitful outcome of  the meeting underlined the

growing recognition of  the importance of  the

environment for sustainable development among

the world’s governments.

Following shortly after the closely observed

peaceful elections in Kenya, and graced by the

presence of  one of  the principal architects of  the

New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

President Abdoulaye Wade of  Senegal, the

Governing Council was able both to celebrate

Africa’s efforts towards achieving sustainable

development and to reaffirm UNEP’s commitment

to Africa as a priority area.

Among the other highlights of  the year were

UNEP’s numerous activities in observance of  the

International Year of  Freshwater.  These included

the organization’s participation in the UN system-

wide World Water Development Report and its role

as the lead agency within the UN system for World

Water Day.  World Environment Day, too, took

freshwater as its theme with the slogan Water: Two

Billion People are Dying For It!, while in Africa, UNEP

played a key role in establishing the African

Ministerial Council on Water, whose Pan-African

Implementation and Partnership Conference on

Water, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in December, saw

the launch of  the African Water Facility and the

signing of  the Africa-EU Strategic Partnership on

Water Affairs and Sanitation.

While freshwater was the official theme for 2003,

the preoccupation for many was security.  The war

in Iraq and the tragic events in Baghdad dominated

news headlines and threatened to divert attention

from longer-term development issues.  However,

there is growing recognition among the

international community that environment and

security are interlinked.  In 2003, UNEP published

assessments of  the environmental situation in

Afghanistan, the Occupied Palestinian Territories

and Iraq that further help to emphasize the

importance of  a healthy environment to not only

ensure swift recovery from conflict but to help

prevent it in the first place.

UNEP’s assessments are among its most well-

known and influential products, helping to inform

policy making the world over.  In order to increase

its effectiveness and authority, UNEP embarked

during 2003 on an exhaustive process to strengthen

the organization’s scientific base.  The UNEP

Science Initiative is just one example of  how

UNEP continues to strive to improve its service

and fulfill its mandate.

UNEP’s work to promote a coherent and effective

system of  international environmental

governance—which was enhanced in 2003 with the

opening of the UNEP-administered

Environmental Management Group Secretariat in

Geneva—the organization’s extensive support for

capacity building in sustainable environmental

policy making and management, and its growing

portfolio of  partnership initiatives with

governments, civil society and the private sector,

are also part of  that mandate.  The report which

follows details UNEP’s work in 2003 to provide

leadership and encourage partnership in caring for

the environment by inspiring, informing and

enabling peoples and nations to improve their

quality of life without compromising that of future

generations.


