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His Excellency Mr. Felipe Calderon Hinojosa, President of the United Mexican States,

Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive Director, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentleman!
It is truly an honor for LG Electronics, along with the many global leaders here today, to participate in ‘2011 Champions of the Earth,’ one of the world’s most renowned environmental awards programs.
On behalf of LG Electronics 93,000 member strong workforce, I extend my deepest congratulations to today’s award laureates.  

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has been one of the leading advocates for a green economy by encouraging ecosystem management, the development of eco-friendly technologies, and the attainment of energy efficiency as essential tasks in making the Earth a better place to live. I am sure that these efforts will help tackle social issues such as the reduction of poverty and climate risk, while at the same time creating economic growth. 
To this end, LG Electronics has itself been actively pursuing new environmental and energy related businesses, in addition to its more conventional business fields of home appliances and telecommunications. 
We plan to provide customers throughout the world with more than $3 billion in innovative solar solutions by 2015. Furthermore, we aim to enhance our contributions to environmental preservation by increasing energy efficiency with our LED and plasma lighting systems.  We are also making positive inroads into enhancing the quality of drinking water through the initiation this year of a new water treatment business.
Environmental issues, however, cannot be addressed solely through the efforts of a select number of corporations, governments, and NGOs; this is a global challenge that can only be solved through the collective action and dedication of all global citizens.  

For this reason, I believe that “Champions of the Earth” has special meaning. The very foundation of an assertive action to tackle important environmental issues can certainly be evidenced here today – amongst the award laureates and environmental leaders whose passion, creativity, and dedication will pave the way for success as we strive to make the world a better place for all. 
Ladies and Gentleman, 
There is a saying that goes “We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children”. 
We must therefore act quickly and implement effective solutions because the lives of future generations depend on great achievements and ongoing efforts such as those recognized here today. 

I sincerely hope that the ‘Champions of the Earth’ awards program will serve as a catalyst for raising environmental awareness, and that it will play a key role in our efforts to pass on a healthy planet to future generations. 
Once again, I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to every single one of today’s award laureates. Your shining examples are an inspiration to us all.
Thank you!
