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Mexican President Felipe Calderón’s remarks upon accepting UNEP’s Champions of the Earth Award, 10 May 2011, New York City

I’m deeply honoured to be presented with the Champions of the Earth award. I receive it on behalf of the Mexican people, and I will also like to congratulate my fellow prizewinners and express the gratitude of the Mexican people for their efforts in favour of nature

All of you here are aware of the devastating consequences of climate change. 

What can we do to build a green economy for the world? I think that we need to transfer into action the creativity and innovation that we can see around the world.

Solar powered vehicles, scientists working on cleaning the world…but we need to transform, we need to change individual actions in favour of massive actions through public policy.

Green economy implies to start a massive change in the world. We used to say that either we protect environment or we promote growth development. There is a false dilemma when we say either we combat climate change or we combat poverty.

There is a solution. There is a clear action in which we can promote economic growth and at the same time protect nature. There is a clear way in which we can fight climate change and at the same time fight extreme poverty in our countries. And the answer to that is the green econonomy.

I know that it is not easy, it is very difficult. I know that it implies a strong willingness of the government and a lot of money to finance that, but at the end of the day, we can close the gap between nature and men, and, at the same time, between rich and poor. Why? Because there are a lot of programmes in which we can combat both at the same time, and that is the only solution that we have in order to face the challenge of the future. 

My conclusion is green economy is possible 
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