Acceptance Speech, Louis Palmer. New York. 10 May, 2011
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,
Good evening!
This is a very outstanding moment for me to be with so many outstanding people, in such a remarkable place! I feel overwhelmed. I would like to thank UNEP for honoring me with this prize and recognizing my efforts to raise awareness to inspire and take action to stop global warming.
In 1986, when I was 14 years old, I had a dream. I wanted to travel around the world in a solar powered car. Twenty years later, in 2006, I decided to create such a car myself, even though I was an ordinary person, a schoolteacher, with no idea how to build such a car. I decided to drive this car, the Solartaxi, around the world, and show that we already have the solutions to stop global warming. With this message, I reached 700 million people worldwide. But this was only possible, because so many people helped me. I would like to thank everyone who helped me realize my dream. 
Firstly, I would like to share this honor, of being Champion of the Earth, with the 200 individuals in my hometown of Lucerne in Switzerland, who contributed to building the Solartaxi. I would like to mention and express a special thanks to my mechanic, engineer Thomas Gottschalk, who joined me during the whole world tour and helped me so much. I would also like to thank Mr Achim Steiner and staff at UNEP, who made it possible for me to spread my message at the United Nations World Climate Change conferences in Bali, Poznan and Cancun. I would also like to express a special thanks to Secretary General Ban Ki Moon, who helped a lot by spreading our common message here in NY, in 2008.
In 2010, last year, I came to Mexico with the Zero Emissions Race, with electric vehicles from Australia, Germany and Switzerland. I got a lot of support from the Mexican Government. I would like to take this opportunity and thank the Mexican Government, especially President Calderon, for all the assistance we received in Mexico, especially from the Policia Federal, who brought us safely to the UN World Climate Change Summit in Cancun. Last but not least, I would like to thank my great partner Julianna Priskin, who is here tonight with me, who also works with me since the Zero Emissions Race and supports all my projects.
So what does this prize mean to me? It means clearly, that my mission has to go on. What we need, in a next step, is a WAVE, where all the people who have a solutions for the use of renewable energies can join. WAVE stands for World Advanced Vehicle Expedition. I am going to launch the first WAVE in September this year in Europe. We will drive electric cars, powered by renewable energies, from Paris to Prague! And today, I am inviting all interested people, including the automobile industry, to join this WAVE. Let’s create a WAVE of enthusiasm for new solutions!
My vision is that every year, this WAVE continues to grow. At the beginning, it was one car, my Solartaxi. Last year, 4 cars joined the Zero Emissions Race. This year, it will be 20 cars. But, my vision is, that one day, it will be 193, just like the United Nations representing all the countries of this world. My aim is that every country will send an electric car to join the WAVE, so we can show that the entire planet wants to change and get away from fossil fuels to renewable energies.
Receiving this price is fantastic. This is not just big motivation for me, but also for all WAVE participants. We will move the world. Thank you very much! 
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