ACCEPTANCE SPEECH

FROM

Dr. Olga Speranskaya, IPEN/ECO-ACCORD
Recipient of “The Champion of the Earth Award 2011” 

Mr President, Distinguished Guests, Honorable Laureates, Ladies and

Gentlemen!

First of all, let me thank the United Nations Environmental Programme and UNEP Executive director Mr. Achim Steiner in particular, for this great honor! I share this recognition with the outstanding individuals throughout the world who are members of IPEN, the International POPs Elimination Network, who have accomplished amazing results in protecting our environment and our health from toxic chemicals. They are the champions of the Earth. 

This nomination inspires me and my colleagues from IPEN and Russian based NGO Eco-Accord to continue working with NGO community and other stakeholders on the implementation of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management and other international chemical agreements.

I believe that chemical contamination of the environment and humans is the greatest threat we are facing now. Areas of high toxic chemical contamination record higher infant mortality rates, infertility, cancers and birth defects. This is accelerating as chemicals continue to poison the environment. 
One could think that there is no hope for a change. But IPEN never gives up. We succeeded in raising toxic issues high on the national agendas of developing countries and countries with economies in transition. We built an International network of more than 700 organisations including scientific and innovative institutes, and civil society groups to promote chemical safety world wide. In many cases we managed to refocus people’s attention from pure economic interests to the interests of human health and the environment.  

We bridge scientific achievements and technological innovations with the work on the ground, identify hot spots and monitor toxic chemicals in the environment, products and human bodies. We managed to get our environmental concern to a very broad audience of people from different background and social status. By ratifying chemical conventions, and by signing the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management leaders of more than 100 countries have taken up the call for action. 

Let me end by saying that for many years IPEN and its participating organisations have been promoting environmentally sound elimination of hazardous waste, switch to environmentally friendly technologies, safe alternatives to toxic chemicals, and many other activities which demonstrate that a toxic free future is a reality. I believe that together we will make a real change in achieving sustainable development.
Thank you.

