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During the 21¥ session of the Governing Council that oversees the work programme
and budget of LIN-HABITAT, merber countries in 2007 passed a resalution calling
on the Executive Director of UN-HABITAT set up a special fund to help young people
living in poverty. Championed by Norway, the new Opportunities Fund for urban
youth-led development is designed to improve understanding, and lead to more
effective ways of involving young people in sustainable urban development.

The Youth fund represents a milestone in the
recognition at the highest levels of the need 1o
practically suppart youth-led initiatives and lead
the way for other organizations and governments
to place youth at the centre of their development
strategies.

In its regular meetings with young people from every
corner of the world, UN-HABITAT knaws only too
well how much young people want and need a say in
their own affairs and the decisions that affect them.




Young people are most vulnerable to sacial
problemns caused by unemployment and poverty.
Girls and young women are most at risk, With
over 200 millien youth living in poverty, 130 million
illiterate, 88 millicn unemployed and 10 million
young people living with HIV/AIDS, there is a clear
need to invest more in youth.

Youth-led development is dbout young people
making a living and futurg for themnselves and their
communities. It involves business and cammunity
improvernent projects, devised and managed by
young pecple, often viorking alongside aduits with
the know-how they can pass on.

The new fund is bging set up 1o strengthen youth-
led developroent that can improve understanding,
and lead 1o more effective policies and strategies to
strengihen the role of youth in sustainabie urban

develgpment.

Young people are most
vulnerable to social problems
caused by unemployment
and poverty.



THE INTENTION

The Opportunities Fund aims to {acilitate achievement of the Millennium Developmert
Goais and their youth-related targets. H will help young people in the poorer
neighbourhoods of cities in the developing world find new oppartunities in life, especially
when it comes to employment and emtrepreneurship. It will also be used to strengthen
youth-related palicies, help governments, civil saciety organizations and the private secior
address youth concerns, and support new information and learning channels fot young
people. 1 will hetp pilot innovative ideas on employment, governance, shelter and secure
tenure; share best practices, and assist vocational training and credit mechanisms to
promote entrepreneurship and employment for young people. It will also seek to ensute
that gender concerns are incorporated into all policies.

Knowledge about youth-led initiatives around the waorld is very weak. One of the benefits
of & mechanism for supperting local iniiatives is that information on what is happening on
the ground can be easily obtained. In this way the Fund will contribute 1o learning on the
role of youth in development, providing input 1o strengthening international and national

youth policies.

HOW IT WILL WORK

The Opportunities Fund wilt be managed by a
committee of experts drawn from UN-HABITAT,
donor governments and youth representatives.




