DECISION ADOPTED BY THE UNITED NATION ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME GOVERNING COUNCIL AT ITS TWENTY-FIRST SESSION/GLOBAL MINISTERIAL ENVIRONMENT FORUM 

10th meeting

9th February 2001

Governing Council Decision 21/19 of 9th February 2001.

 The role of civil society 


The Governing Council 

Recalling resolution 2997(XXVII) of 15 December 1972 of the General Assembly, in particular its section IV, paragraph 5, as well as chapter 28 of Agenda 21;

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration and General Assembly resolution 55/162 of 14 December 2000 concerning the follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit; 


Also recalling its decision 18/4 of 26 May 1995, which called for the development of a policy framework and appropriate mechanisms for working with the civil society, private sector and other major groups and a subsequent policy of the United Nations Environment Programme concerning non-governmental organizations and other major groups, issued on 30 October 1996, 


Further recalling the rules of procedure of the Governing Council, in particular rule 69, which allows “international non-governmental organizations having an interest in the field of the environment to sit as observers at public meetings of the Governing Council and its subsidiary bodies”. 


Stressing paragraph 14 of the Malmö Ministerial Declaration, 


Taking note with appreciation of the work of the United Nations Environment Programme with respect to the civil society, private sector and other major groups, 


Also taking note of the civil society statement presented during the twenty-first session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum; 


Aiming at further developing the relationship between the civil society, private sector and other major groups and the United Nations Environment Programme and its governing bodies, 


1. Requests the Executive Director to further the consultative process, including at the regional level, with Governments, the civil society, private sector and other major groups on ways and means to enhance the active engagement and participation of civil society in the work of the United Nations Environment Programme; 


2. Also requests the Executive Director to submit, before the end of 2001, a report on the outcome of these consultations and a draft strategy for the active engagement of the civil society, private sector and other major groups in the work of the United Nations Environment programme, to the Committee of Permanent Representatives for its consideration and subsequently to submit the report and the draft strategy to the Governing Council at its seventh special session in 2002; 

3. Decides to include an agenda item entitled “Strengthening the role of the civil society, private sector and other major groups in the work of the United Nations Environment Programme" in the provisional agenda of the seventh special session of the Governing Council. 

