DECISION ADOPTED BY THE UNITED NATION ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME GOVERNING COUNCIL AT ITS TWENTIETH SESSION /GLOBAL MINISTERIAL ENVIRONMENT FORUM 

11th meeting

5 February 1999

20/9.   The role of women in environment and development


The Governing Council,  


Recalling General Assembly resolution 50/203 of 22 December 1995, relating to the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women
 at the national and international levels, 

Recalling also its decisions 17/4 of 21 May 1993, 18/6 of 26 May 1995 and 19/7 of 7 February 1997 on the United Nations Environment Programme and the role of women in environment and development, 

Having considered the report of the Executive Director on the role of women in environment and development, 
 

1. Takes note of the report of the Executive Director on the role of women in environment and development and the progress towards the fulfillment of the commitments made by the United Nations Environment Programme to meet the global priorities for the advancement of women, and the decision of the Executive Director to re-focus the institutional arrangements for gender within the secretariat of the United Nations Environment Programme by hiring a staff member at the Professional level to undertake the actions related to the role of women in environment and development; 

2. Requests the Executive Director to continue efforts to fulfil the ten commitments made by the United Nations Environment Programme at the Fourth World Conference on Women as its contribution to meet the global priorities for the advancement of women by the year 2000, and to carry out more activities in the programme of work targeted at women; 

3. Also requests the Executive Director to strengthen efforts to assist Governments to empower women to participate in the decision-making process on environmental matters and to provide them with information on the environment; 

4. Further requests the Executive Director to extend the network of gender focal points to cover all Governments, in particular those of the developing countries and countries with economies in transition and also relevant global non-governmental organizations. 

� Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV. 13) , resolution 1, annex II.


� UNEP/GC.20/10.





