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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. As part of the regional preparatory process leading to the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD), and in implementation of GC 21/19, a Regional Parliamentarian-Civil
Society Joint Forum on” Good Governance & Sustainable Development” was held in Beirut,
Lebanon, on 15-16 November 2001. The Forum was organized by UNEP/ROWA the Council for
Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment (CAMRE), The Lebanese Parliament, and the
Arab Parliamentary Union, in cooperation with the Forum for Parliamentary Dialogue and New
York State University of Albany (Lebanon Branch).

2. The combined objectives of the Forum were to engage Parliamentarians in the regional
preparatory process leading to WSSD, to assess their role as partners for sustainable
development, and to implement GC 21/19 regarding the enhancement of the role of civil society
in the global environment decision-making process.

I. BACKGROUND

3. The General Assembly (GA), in its resolution 55/199 of 20 December 2000, decided to hold
the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, South Africa, from 2
to 11 September 2002, with participation at the level of Heads of State or Governments from 9 to
11 September 2002. The main objectives of the WSSD is to reinvigorate, at the highest political
level, the global commitment to sustainable development by identifying accomplishments and
areas where efforts are needed to implement Agenda 21 and other outcomes of the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) 1992, addressing new
challenges and opportunities. This should result in a renewed political commitment and support
for sustainable development, consistent, inter-alia, with the principle of common but
differentiated responsibilities.

4. The General Assembly stressed the importance of early and effective preparations for the
Summit. It called for a comprehensive assessment of progress achieved in the implementation of
Agenda 21 and the other outcomes of UNCED to be carried out at the local, national, regional
and international levels by Governments and the United Nations system so as to ensure high-
quality inputs to the review process, and welcomed the preparatory activities carried out so far.
The General Assembly called on the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD),
established in 1993 and charged with monitoring implementation of Agenda 21, to act as the
Preparatory Committee and to launch a preparatory process.

5. The preparation process in the region comprises two main integrated series of meetings (a) a
series of roundtables and forums at the regional level involving various stakeholders and major
groups active in the field of sustainable development to give them the opportunity to play a
positive role in the regional preparatory process, to voice their concerns and priorities, and to
influence the outcomes of the Summit; and (b) Intergovernmental meetings (including the
PrepCom) at the regional level providing the political statement of the Arab countries as an input
to the WSSD.

6. The integrated outcomes of the meetings and regional forums will be incorporated into a
regional assessment report, reflecting on the achievements, constraints, challenges and needs to



advance the implementation of Agenda 21 and sustainable development in the region. It
constitutes the base for the Arab Declaration, which provides a common position for the Arab
region to the World Summit in 2002. The Report and the Declaration will be submitted for
endorsement to the Arab Summit in March 2002 in Beirut.

7. The Governing Council of UNEP has also adopted decision 21/19 at its twenty —first session
held in Nairobi (5-9 February 2001) entitled “The Role of Civil Society”, in which it requested
the Executive Director to further consultations with governments, civil society, the private sector
and other major groups on ways and means to enhance the active engagement and participation of
civil society in the work of UNEP.

8. Within this framework, the United Nations Environment Programme, Regional Office for
West Asia (UNEP/ROWA), in collaboration with the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for
the Environment (CAMRE), the Lebanese Parliament, and the Arab Parliamentary Union, and in
cooperation with the Forum for Parliamentary Dialogue and New York State University,
convened a joint Parliamentarian-Civil Society regional Forum on Good Governance and
Sustainable Development.

9. The objective of the 2-day Joint Forum is, on the one hand, to engage Parliamentarians in the
regional process leading to the WSSD, in order to assess their role as partners for sustainable
development, and, on the other, to furthur consultations towards enhancing the active engagement
of civil society in the work of UNEP. The participants discussed progress made in implementing
Agenda 21, they also discussed the main constraints and challenges faced in the implementation
of the sustainable development agenda; and identified the needs, initiatives and campaigns on
priority issues for non-governmental organizations to advance sustainable development in the
region. The second day of the Forum was dedicated to discussing the aspects of good
governance, and the means of enhancing dialogue and cooperation between UNEP and civil
society.

II. ATTENDANCE

10. The Forum, held at the Lebanese Parliament House, was attended by MPs from Arab states
and Lebanon, and representatives from regional and national NGOs and networks, and members
of the press. Arab countries represented included Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Egypt, Jordan,
Syria, Palestine, Morocco, Algiers, Yemen, Libya, Emirates, Bahrain, and Oman.

The complete list of participants is attached as Annex 2

II1. OPENING SESSION

11. The Forum was opened under the patronage of H.E. Mr. Nabih Berri, Head of the Lebanese
Parliament. The following statements were made at the opening:

a. Mr. Eli Frizzli, Deputy Head of Parliament, welcomed the participants on behalf of his
Excellency Mr. Nabih Berri. He stated that the Lebanese Parliament is pleased to host this
meeting and emphasized that, since Rio, Lebanon has achieved much progress in the field of
sustainable development, despite the hardships encountered following the civil war years. He
said that among Lebanon’s Legislative achievements in the field of the environment is the



establishment of a Ministry for the Environment and the ratification of a number of
international UN treaties on the protection of the Ozone layer, Climate Change, Biological
Diversity, and Toxic Wastes. Mr. Frizzli called for the establishment of an Environment &
Sustainable Development Committee within the Arab Parliamentary Union. He also called
for the serious involvement of NGOs and civil society in sustainable development in the
Lebanon and the Arab world. Finally, he commended the efforts of UNEP and expressed the
pride of the Lebanese Parliament to be a partner in organizing this regional Forum, and to be
an active partner in the regional preparatory process to the WSSD.

H.E. Mr. Michel Moussa, the Lebanese Minister of Environment, spoke of the increasing
importance of achieving sustainable development in the Arab Region. He said that the
Ministry of Environment in Lebanon was established in 1993, following the Rio Summit in
1992. Since then, it had overcome numerous challenges institutionally, financially, and
legislatively.  Today, the ministry is working towards passing Environmental Protection
Legislation, and towards institutional development. It has also encouraged civil society
participation in matters related to the environment and sustainable development. He
emphasized that the partnership between the government and civil society is evident in the
strategies adopted by the Ministry of the Environment in that direction; providing financial
and technical support for NGOs, and seeking their partnership in addressing the major
environmental issues that face Lebanon.

Mr. Nour Al Din Boshkoj, Head of the Arab Parliamentary Union said, in his opening
statement, that Arab Unity and collective action is the only choice available if progress is to
be made in the field of sustainable development, especially in light of globalization trends,
and the new challenges posed by the new world order and developments on the international
arena. He called for greater coordination and cooperation among Arab states. He
emphasized the conviction of Arab Parliamentarians that a joint strategy for action should be
formulated and the establishment of an Arab Common Market should be accelerated to
achieve development and a solid Arab front.

Ms. Fatma Al Mallah, O/C of the Technical Secretariat of CAMRE conveyed the greetings of
Mr. Amr Moussa, Secretary General of LAS to the gathering, and his wishes that the
meetings culminate in success. She said that one of the important objectives of the meeting is
to review and evaluate the Arab preparatory process for the World Summit for Sustainable
Development from the perspective of Arab Parliamentarians and civil society representatives.
She stressed the fact that Parliamentary and Legislative bodies in the region play an important
part in adopting legislations and overseeing the implementation and follow up of
developmental policies and, thus, their feedback on what has been achieved so far in the
WSSD regional preparatory process is of prime importance.

Ms Mervat Al-Tallawy, Executive Director of ESCWA. commended the considerable interest
shown by Arab parliamentarians and civil society leaders in the WSSD process as evident
from the attendance, and highlighted the responsibility of Parliamentarians in setting the stage
for achieving sustainable development in the region through sound legislation and follow-up.

Mr. Mahmood Y. Abdulraheem, Director and Regional Representative of
UNEP/ROWA, welcomed the participants and stated the context and objective of the
meeting. He stated that Sustainable Development has three cornerstones upon which
it is founded: Economic development, social development and environmental
conservation. He said that this outlook is more realistic than the monopolistic outlook
adopted in the RIO summit, which concentrated on the environment alone. He
stressed the fact that we are going to Johannesburg to reinforce the commitment of
governments to achieve sustainable development through establishing a world order



based on the participation of developing nations through sound economic and good
governance frameworks.

IV. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

12. Mr. Nazem Khoury, Lebanese MP, Chaired the First two sessions on the opening day of the
Forum.

13. Mrs. Bahiya Al Jishi (Bahrain) Chaired the First Session on the Second day.

14. Dr. Sameer Taraboulsi (Lebanon), Mr Mahmood Y. Abdulraheem (UNEP?ROWA), and Mrs
Fatma Al Mallah (CAMRE) chaired the final sessions.

The agenda was adopted as presented in Annex 3.

V. PRESENTATIONS

15. Mr Mahmood Y. Abdulraheem, made two presentations: a) The first on the WSSD
Process, presented in the first session of the opening day, and the second on the
Relationship between Civil Society and UNEP & other UN Agencies (GC 21/19) in the
third session of the second day.

16. Ms Fadia Kiwan (American University in Beirut) presented a paper on Good
Governance in the first session of the second day of the meeting.

VI. PROCEEDINGS

Opening Day

18. Following the adoption of the agenda and the introduction of participants, an overview of the
WSSD and the regional preparatory process for West Asia and Arab Region was presented by
Mr. Mahmood Y. Abdulraheem, to bring the audience up-to-date on the WSSD process and the
related activities.

19. The meeting then considered the discussion paper that was prepared by the secretariat and
discussions regarding the achievements and constraints in the implementation of Agenda 21 took
place.

20. That was followed by a review and discussion of the challenges, and opportunities towards
achieving sustainable development in the region.

21. Finally, the attendees reviewed the way forward for achieving sustainable development and
the identified priorities for action and means of implementation through the next decade as
specified in the Arab Declaration, the Manama Declaration and other outputs of the regional
preparatory process.

Second Day

22. Dr. Fadia Kiwan presented a paper on Good Governance. This was followed by discussions
on the concept of Governance and how it could be implemented in the Arab region.

23. The role of Civil Society as a partner for sustainable development was then reviewed.



24, Mr. Mahmood Y. Abdulraheem made a presentation on GC 21/19: Enhancing Civil Society
Engagement in the Work of UNEP, followed by floor discussions.

25. The meeting then reviewed the mechanisms for follow-up and questioning.

26. In the final session of the meeting, Enhancing The Role Of Civil Society In National
Committees For Sustainable Development was discussed. Finally, the recommendations of the
meeting were reviewed and endorsed.

The recommendations are provided as Annex 1.



Annex 1

JOINT PARLIAMENTARIAN-CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM
ON GOOD GOVERNANCE & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

RECOMMENDATIONS

Having reviewed the Arab Declaration on Sustainable Development, (Cairo, 24 October,
2001) and the input of the participants, the following recommendations were adopted by
the Arab Parliamentarians and Civil Society members attending the Joint
Parliamentarian-Civil Society Forum on Good Governance & Sustainable Development
to address issues pertaining to good governance and sustainable development in the Arab
region, in preparation for the WSSD, thus, the Forum:

- Endorses the Arab Declaration, and recognizes the major challenges and priorities for action
in the region as identified in the Declaration.

- Recognizes that the lack of peace and security in the region, resulting from the occupation
of the Palestinian and other Arab territories, and the unjust sanctions and siege imposed on
Arab citizens are identified as serious impediments to sustainable development in the Arab
world.

- Considers good Governance as an essential prerequisite to achieving sustainable
development.

- Fully supports the establishment of national committees for sustainable development and
efforts to establish an Arab Committee for Sustainable Development within the League of
Arab States (LAS). The establishment of a similar permanent committee within the Arab
Parliamentary Union is strongly recommended.

- Emphasises the importance of the sound preparation for the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD) in West Asia, and the collaboration of the parties concerned to meet
that end.

- Stresses the importance of insuring that the Arab delegations to the WSSD include
representatives of the civil society, NGOs, the private sector, and legislative and
parliamentary bodies.

- Further recommends that, in their capacity, Arab Parliaments and National and legislative
committees should take the necessary measures to accelerate the ratification of international
environmental conventions and set national regulations for the implementation and follow-up
of these conventions by the concerned executive and municipal authorities in cooperation
with civil society institutions. It is also important to establish parliamentary committees on
Good Governance and Sustainable Development.

- Also recognizes that communication should be achieved between parliamentary bodies and
civil society institutions in the areas of policy formulation and implementation. The role of
both Parliamentary bodies and Civil Society institutions should be further enhanced to



provide the basic principles and frameworks for Good Governance in the Arab region,
through establishing national dialogues that would help set forth a united Arab standing as
regards the international framework for Good Governance. It is also recommended that Arab
delegates and representatives at the World Summit for Sustainable Development should call
for the establishment of specialized Environmental arbitration bodies on the national, regional
and international levels.

- Commends the initiative of the General Secretary for the league of Arab States to appoint a
General Commissioner for Civil Society Affairs.

- Welcomes UNEP’s initiative to form an International Forum for Environmental NGOs. It is
recommended that Arab NGOs should be well represented in the Johannesburg Summit, so
that their voice is well heard. UNEP/ROWA is urged to cooperate and coordinate with the
relevant bodies to form an Arab Regional NGO Forum as a counterpart to the International
Forum.

- Finally, the participants extend their gratitude to the Lebanese Parliament, and the
organizing agencies for putting together this important meeting.
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Algeria

Ismaiil Din

Zalati Bou Joumaa

Members of the Algerian Parliament,
Parliament House Algeria.

Bahrain

Bahiya Al-Jishi

Member of the Board of trustees -Arab Network for NGO's
Tel: 973 721733/ 973-9666430
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Iraq
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Jordan:

Abdullah El Khatib

General Union of Voluntary Societies,jordan

Member of the board of trustees, the Arab NGO network
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Fax: 962 6 4659973

Hany Al Shakaa

The General Organization for NGOs
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Mr. Ibrahim Al- Zu’bi

Environment and research department
Emirates Diving Association
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Egypt
Emad Adly

Arab Network for Environment and Development (RAED)
Tel: 202 3059613
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Mr. Ghassan Sayyah
YMCA-Lebanon
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E-mail www.suny-cld.edu.lb

09:00 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

10:30-11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 — 13:00

13:00 — 14:00

14:00 — 15:00

15:00 — 16:30

16:30-16:45

16:45—-17:45

Annex 3

PROVISIONAL AGENDA
Day 1
Registration

Opening Ceremony
Coffee Break

The WSSD Process
Adoption of the Agenda

Discussions of Achievements and Constraints in the
Implementation of Agenda 21

Lunch Break

Challenges and Opportunities Toward Achieving
Sustainable Development in the Arab Region

The Way Forward for Achieving Sustainable Development
Priorities for Action and Means of Implementation in the Next
Decade

Coffee Break

The Way Forward Continued
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09:00 —10:00
10:00-10:30
10:30 —11:15
11:15-11:30
11:30-12:15

12:15-12:45
12:45 -13:30
13:30 - 14:00
14:00 — 14:30

Day 2
Governance:
- The global,
- Regional,
- National and local
levels

Discussions

The role of NGOs as a responsible partner in achieving good
governance

Break

The relationship with UNEP and other UN agencies (GC 21/19)
Identification of mechanisms of follow up and accountability
Strengthening the role of the Civil Society (women organizations,
parliamentarians and NGOs) in the National Committees for SD

Review of Recommendations

Closing
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