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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
1. As part of the regional preparatory process leading to the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (WSSD), a Regional NGOs Forum was held in Manama, Bahrain, on 8 September 
2001.  The Forum was organized by UNEP/ROWA on behalf of the Joint Secretariat that was set 
up for the preparatory process and that comprises UNEP/ROWA, the Economic and Social 
Commission for West Asia (ESCWA) and the Secretariat of the Council for Arab Ministers 
Responsible for the Environment (CAMRE).   

2. The objective of the Forum was to engage the NGOs in the regional preparatory process 
leading to WSSD and to assess their role as partners for sustainable development. 

3. At the end of the Forum, the participants issued a Declaration that stated the Arab NGOs 
achievements in the field of sustainable development through the last decade, as well as the 
constraints and challenges they encountered in achieving sustainable development. The 
Declaration is attached as Annex 1 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

 
4. The General Assembly (GA), in its resolution 55/199 of 20 December 2000, decided to hold 
the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg, South Africa, from 2 
to 11 September 2002, with participation at the level of Heads of  State or Governments from 9 to 
11 September 2002.  The main objectives of the WSSD is to reinvigorate, at the highest political 
level, the global commitment to sustainable development by identifying accomplishments and 
areas where efforts are needed to implement Agenda 21 and other outcomes of the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) 1992, addressing new 
challenges and opportunities.  This should result in a renewed political commitment and support 
for sustainable development, consistent, inter-alia, with the principle of common but 
differentiated responsibilities. 
 
5. The General Assembly stressed the importance of early and effective preparations for the 
Summit.  It called for a comprehensive assessment of progress achieved in the implementation of 
Agenda 21 and the other outcomes of UNCED to be carried out at the local, national, regional 
and international levels by Governments and the United Nations system so as to ensure high-
quality inputs to the review process, and welcomed the preparatory activities carried out so far.  
The General Assembly called on the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD), 
established in 1993 and charged with monitoring implementation of Agenda 21, to act as the 
Preparatory Committee and to launch a preparatory process. 
 
6. The preparation process in the region comprises two main integrated series of meetings (a) a 
series of roundtables and forums at the regional level involving various stakeholders and major 
groups active in the field of sustainable development to give them the opportunity to play a 
positive role in the regional preparatory process, to voice their concerns and priorities, and to 
influence the outcomes of the Summit; and (b) Intergovernmental meetings (including the 
PrepCom) at the regional level providing the political statement of the Arab countries as an input 
to the WSSD. 
 
7. The integrated outcomes of the meetings and regional forums will be incorporated into a 
regional assessment report, being prepared to reflect on the achievements, constraints, challenges 
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and needs to advance the implementation of Agenda 21 and sustainable development in the 
region.  It will be the base for an Arab Declaration, which will provide a common position for the 
Arab region to the World Summit in 2002.  The Report and the Declaration will be submitted for 
endorsement to the Arab Summit in March 2002 in Beirut.  
 
8. Within this framework, the United Nations Environment Programme, Regional Office for 
West Asia (UNEP/ROWA), in collaboration with the Economic and Social Commission for West 
Asia (ESCWA) and the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment (CAMRE), 
and under the patronage of H.E. Mr Jawad Salem Al Arrayed, Bahrain Minister of State for 
Municipalities Affairs and Environmental Affairs and in cooperation with the Environmental 
Affairs Directorate, convened a regional NGOs Forum in Manama, Bahrain, on 8 September 
2001. 
 
9. The objective of the NGOs Forum is to engage the Non-Governmental Organizations in the 
regional process leading to WSSD, in order to assess their role as partners for sustainable 
development.  The participants discussed progress made in implementing Agenda 21, especially 
Chapter 27.  They also discussed the main constraints and challenges faced in the implementation 
of the sustainable development agenda; and identified the needs, initiatives and campaigns on 
priority issues for non-governmental organizations to advance sustainable development in the 
region. 

II. ATTENDANCE 
 

10. The Forum was attended by representatives from national NGOs as well as regional NGOs 
networks. 

11. 54 Delegates from 15 Arab countries, representing 30 different organizations took part in the 
Forum discussions.  There were also participants from various institutions in the host country, 
Bahrain. 

12. The complete list of participants is attached as Annex 2 

 

III. OPENING SESSION 

 

13. The Forum was opened under the patronage of His Excellency Mr. Jawad Salem Al Arrayed, 
Bahrain Minister of State for Municipal Affairs and Environmental Affairs. 

14. The following statements were made: 

a. Dr. Jomaa Al Kaaby, Deputy Director Environmental Affairs welcomed the participants on 
behalf of His Excellency the Minister of State for Municipalities Affairs and Environmental 
Affairs. He stated that Bahrain is pleased to host this meeting and emphasized the importance 
of the role played by NGOs in achieving sustainable development. He emphasized that since 
Rio, the Arab world, including Bahrain, has achieved much progress in the field of 
sustainable development, but much is yet to be achieved.  He commended the efforts of 
UNEP and the Joint secretariat in organizing the Forum.  

b. Dr Emad Adly, General Coordinator of the Arab Network for Environment & Development 
spoke of the increasing importance of achieving sustainable development in the Arab Region, 
emphasizing that governments of the region need to cooperate more closely with regional and 
national NGOs and networks not only in the implementation of programmes, but also in 
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laying down strategies and work plans.  He thanked the State of Bahrain and the Joint 
Secretariat for organizing the Forum. 

c. Mrs Shams Mourad, Head of the Sustainable Development Committee at the Mothers & 
Children Welfare Society, spoke on behalf of the NGOs in Bahrain.  She welcomed the 
participants and reviewed the role NGOs in Bahrain are playing independently, and in 
support of government programmes to achieve sustainable development.  She spoke of 
specific programmes the Mothers & Children Welfare Society is undertaking in cooperation 
with UNEP and the Environmental Affairs Directorate.  She expressed the willingness of the 
organization of using their experience in implementing sustainable development project to 
help other NGOs regionally.  

d. Mr. Mahmood Y. Abdulraheem, Director and Regional Representative of UNEP/ROWA, 
welcomed the participants and stated the context and objective of the meeting.  He stated that 
NGOs in the Arab region today are assuming a greater role and responsibility towards 
sustainable Development issues, as recommended by the Arab Ministers of Environment in 
the Abu Dhabi Declaration.  He said that civil society participation is crucial to the success of 
any sustainable development effort and that NGOs involvement in strategy making as well as 
in the implementation of projects must be encouraged.  Mr. Abdulraheem wished the 
participants success in fulfilling their endeavors and extended his thanks to them, the co-
organizers, and the State of Bahrain. 

 

IV. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 

15. Mr. Ghassan Sayah, CEO of the Young Men’s Christian Association (Lebanon), Chaired the 
First Two sessions of the Forum. 

16. Dr Emad Adly (General Coordinator for the Arab Network for Environment & Development) 
chaired the subsequent sessions.  Ms Alya Al Husseini, acted as raporteur for both sessions. 

17. An open-ended drafting committee was formed, the core of which included the following: 

a. Dr Bahiya Al Jishi 

b. Mr Ghassan Sayyah 

c. Mrs Shams Mourad 

d. Mr Zakarya Khonji 

e. Mr Magdi Allam. 

f. Mr Ziyad Alawneh 

g. Alia El-Husseini 

The agenda was adopted as presented in Annex 3. 

 

V. PROCEEDINGS 

 

18. Following the adoption of the agenda and the introduction of participants, an overview of the 
WSSD and the regional preparatory process for West Asia and Arab Region was presented by 
Mr. Adel Farid Abdul Kader, to bring the audience up-to-date on the WSSD process and the 
related activities. 
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19. The meeting then considered the discussion paper that was prepared by the secretariat and 
discussions regarding the achievements and constraints in the implementation of Agenda 21 took 
place. 

20. The meeting then discussed.  That was followed by a review and discussion of the challenges, 
and opportunities towards achieving sustainable development in the region. 

21. Finally, the attendees discussed the way forward for achieving sustainable development, and 
identified the priorities for action and means of implementation through the next decade. 

22. It was agreed that a declaration by Arab NGOs would constitute one of the main outcomes of 
the meeting. A small drafting group was formed in order to prepare the recommendations upon 
which the Declaration was based. 

  
VI. MAIN ISSUES DISCUSSED 

 
A. Opportunities of Sustainable Development in the Arab Region: 
 
23.  Incorporation of environmental information in the decision making process has been 
initiated. 

24. Conventions of biodiversity, combating desertification, climate change and ozone depleting 
substances, have received a lot of attention within countries of the region. Certain progress has 
been made in some. In particular, significant progress has been made regarding controlling Ozone 
Depleting Substances 
 
25. Improvements have been witnessed concerning the tools and applications of environmental 
management system. Environmental impact assessments have become a pre-requisite for major 
projects in most countries of the region. 
 
26. The environmental dimension has been incorporated in the educational curricula, which is a 
major achievement in most countries of the region. However, debate is still going on concerning 
the effectiveness of educational methods and materials used including informal education 
technologies. 
 
27. Regional institutions provide some of the most innovative responses to the challenge 
currently facing national and international governance; those regional institutions are requested to 
re-look for their billows to consider NGOs involvement.  
 
28. While globalization includes new opportunities, it also raises new areas of challenge both 
within and among Arab states – still, the bilateral trade among the Arab States is only 8% of their 
total trade. 
 
29. Information and communication technology provide a unique opportunity to improvement of 
information dissemination, environmental governance, networking and exchange of experiences 
and technologies, still this exchange among Arab NGOs and their governments is still very 
limited and even among NGOs themselves. 
 
30. Diversification of economy and investing in industrialization and technology is an 
opportunity that regional cooperation can promote to achieve sustainable development in the 
region, there is a need to review all the developmental programs implemented in the Arab Region 
in different levels to assure the incorporation of S.D indicators on those programs. 
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31. The diversity and richness of the cultures in the region poses unique opportunities that should 
be invested and built upon. The endowment of the region with rich cultural heritage offers a great 
opportunity for economic, cultural, and educational development, which if well invested, would 
reflect positively on people’s quality of life. 
 
32. Globalization is an additional factor contributing to the important role of NGOs can and need 
to play. NGOs are less bureaucratic and more eager in going about work. Their involvement in 
the daily lives of people and communities makes them uniquely equipped to speak and act on 
behalf of the chosen causes. Furthermore, they have a unique role of initiating creative and 
innovative solutions at local levels. 
 

B. Needs and Priorities of Sustainable Development in the Arab Region: 
 

33. Achieving peace, security and alleviating poverty, and environmental protection are top 
priority issues that should be tackled in order for the region to achieve sustainable development.  
Specially the Israeli aggregations and other conflicts.  The international community is urgently 
requested to fulfill its political commitments and moral obligations in order to stop the severe 
discrimination against Palestinian citizens. It is well accepted that violation of human rights, 
injustice and poverty are major obstacles to achieve the sustainable development. 
 
34. Appropriate policies and measures that answer to the expanding problem of poverty in the 
Arab Region. NGOs and civil society being closest to people’s needs and priorities should have a 
major input in these policies. 
 
35. Concentrate on concrete action-oriented activities and programs. All parties involved in 
sustainable development are called upon to pursue a “result-oriented approach”. 
 
36. Increase public environmental awareness is a requirement for environmentally sound and 
socially responsible sustainable development. Awareness programs must be directed towards 
decision makers, the business sector and national public figures. The notion of the public 
awareness should be expanded to include creation of environmental pressure groups.  
  
37. Develop an enabling environment and tools for NGOs and civil society to operate: legislative, 
and regulatory framework, incentive structures, mechanisms for the involvement in decision-
making and implementation, and financial support from government and donors. 
 
38. Continued amendments are needed in the environment institutional set up, and their assigned 
responsibilities, in order for them to cope with the environmental problems. 
 
39. Incorporate economic and financial instruments to control pollution emissions and 
environmental deterioration. Such instruments may include incentives, taxes, charges, pricing 
strategies and other indirect measures, such I.E. As and P.P.P., in addition to strong enforcement 
of environment of law. 
 
40. Improvement and updating in the formulation and enforcement of environmental laws 
through combining government environmental institutions with other authoritative powers in the 
country. 
 
41. Change of consumption patterns in the Arab region. This needs extensive efforts regarding 
spreading awareness among citizens of the Arab countries. Developing programs for 
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environmental citizenship at the community level is a major component of the awareness 
programs. 
 
42. Improve basic social services in rural areas including education, health, and infrastructure. 
 
43. Improve access of products from the Arab Region to international markets, through the 
reduction of tariff barriers and the elimination of non-tariff barriers and other measures that 
hinder free trade.  
 
44. Investing in the rich cultural heritage of the region is a domain that promises abundant 
opportunities future ands needs to be invested further. 
 
45. Assist local communities in the implementation of local activities of Agenda 21, and 
overcome the limitations present, which include centralization of decision-making, lack of local 
funding mechanisms, and government bureaucracy, to give a chance for local NGOs and local 
communities to share in decision making, planning, implement and evaluation.  
 
46. Set regional and national strategies for management of natural resources, land, biodiversity 
and water resources. Such strategies should include sensitizing the Arab citizens on the 
diminishing supply of water in the region.  
 
47. Improve information and telecommunication infrastructure capacity and further incorporate 
environmental information in the decision making process. 
 
48. Building institutional and physical capacity is necessary in order for countries of the Arab 
Region to compete with the lack of technical know how. National environmental strategies should 
emphasize the importance of making use of local technologies and indigenous knowledge, 
assessment and feasibility studies, legislation, creation of national decentralized institutions to 
monitor and follow up environmental decisions. 
 
49. Increase capacity for integrated economic and environmental decision making in the Arab 
region, with special emphasis on relationships between trade and environment, and international 
competitiveness.  
 
50. The Arab Region needs to take action to prepare itself for globalization and the global 
economy. An Arab regional strategy is essential in order to counter the policies of other already-
formed economic blocs. 
 
51. Construction of an effective system of global governance in response to the global, social, 
environmental, and security issues and as a political counterweight to the globalization of the 
world economic system 
 
52. Increase transparency of some UN institutions as a need to reform the UN system as a whole 
to be more justice, and transparent, giving NGOs more chance in participate working in the field 
of Sustainable development in the Arab Region. It is worth highlighting the importance of the 
institutions’ specialization and segregation of responsibility to avoid monopoly, overlap and at 
many instances incompetence. 
 
53. Enhance international cooperation among governments and other actors, including non-
governmental organizations to ensure that global policies and agreements take people’s well 
being into account. 
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54. Globalization poses a new challenge to the NGO community. Today’s economy and markets 
are global, and the problems we face are also global. From the environment to poverty, 
unemployment, trade, peace and human rights.  
 
55. Priority issues that should be tackled in order for the region to achieve sustainable 
development.  Specially the Israeli aggregations and other conflicts.  The international 
community is urgently requested to fulfill its political commitments and moral obligations in 
order to stop the severe discrimination against Palestinian citizens. It is well accepted that 
violation of human rights, injustice and poverty are major obstacles to achieve the sustainable 
development. 
 
56. Concentrate on concrete action-oriented activities and programs. All parties involved in 
sustainable development are called upon to pursue a “result-oriented approach”. 
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Annex 1 
 

THE MANAMA DECLARATION 
For Arab Non Governmental Organizations 

Bahrain 8 September 2001 
 

Fifty Four delegates from 15 nations, representing 30 Arab networks and NGOs, met in 
Manama, Bahrain, on 8 September, in response to the invitation of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA), and other 
members of the Joint Secretariat for the preparation of the World Summit for Sustainable 
Development (WSSD) to participate in the Forum for Arab NGOs for the WSSD, and 
 
Having: reviewed the Abu Dhabi Declaration - issued by The Arab Ministers Responsible for 
the Environment on 3 February 2001 and Chapter 27 of Agenda 21, highlighting the vital role 
non-governmental organizations in the shaping and implementation of sustainable 
development. 
 
Having: produced the Statement of the Arab NGOs outlining the achievements, constraints 
and challenges encountered in achieving Sustainable Development through the last decade 
(Annexed),  
 
Realizing that: Factors affecting sustainable development in the Arab region include socio-
economic policies, patterns of planning and development of resources, population policies, 
waste management schemes, and governance policies, and 
 
Acknowledging that: Poverty has increased in several parts of the region with 
disproportionate distribution of income; the majority of people living in extreme poverty are 
in rural areas, slums and illegal settlements. Leading to further marginalization of 
disadvantage groups and resulting in severe pressure on natural resources and the 
environment. 

 
Recognizing that: since the 1980s, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have emerged 
as an important force in the Arab Region working to democratize decision-making processes, 
protect human rights and provide essential services to the most needy communities; and that 
the 1990s have marked significant set-up of environmental institutions in the region including 
NGOs and civil society contribution. 
 
Realizing that: national strategies for the environment and sustainable development have 
been formulated in most countries of the Arab region; and that countries of the region have 
signed and/or ratified more than 75 international and regional conventions. 
 
Considering that: the implementation of Agenda 21 has been hindered by the lack of 
adequate funding, well-trained personnel, failure to change unsustainable patterns of 
consumption, and insufficient response from international institutions. 

 
Emphasizing that: the UN system has initiated consultations for capacity building and 
created dialogue with NGOs, in support of the principles of global governance. 

 
The way forward for Arab NGOs Action for Sustainable Development through the next 
decade, as seen by the NGOs meeting in Manama in 8 September 2001, was outlined and 
endorsed.  Based on all the above they 
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Declare  
 
First: Arab NGOs support the concepts, policies, and strategies proposed in the Abu Dhabi 
Declaration. They strongly recommend the translation of the principles expressed in the 
declaration into action and pursue a “result-oriented” approach. 

 
Second: There is an urgent need to work closely with local governments, regional and 
international organizations to develop an enabling environment and tools for NGOs and civil 
society to operate by providing legislative, and regulatory frameworks, incentive structures, 
mechanisms for the involvement in decision-making and implementation, and financial 
support from government and donors.  Therefore,   

 
A) Arab Governments are urged to: 

 
1. Renew their commitment to Arab NGOs.  Government support is required in the 

areas of information transfer, facilitation of procedures and support to NGOs. 
2. Include NGO-selected representatives in all delegations of states to the 

Prepcoms, other regional forums and the Johannesburg Summit. 
3. Bridge the gap between what citizens want and what governments can deliver. 

NGOs can effectively express the needs of the society and rally support for 
achieving sustainable development,  

4. Empower NGOs through upgrading institutional laws that govern their work with 
a view of giving them greater flexibility to develop and implement their 
strategies and programs of action. 

5. Build institutional and physical capacity to overcome the lack of technical know 
how. National environmental strategies should emphasize the importance of 
making use of local technologies and indigenous knowledge, assessment and 
feasibility studies, legislation, creation of national decentralized institutions to 
monitor and follow up environmental decisions. 

6. Increase capacity for integrated economic and environmental decision making in 
the Arab region, with special emphasis on relationships between trade and 
environment, and international competitiveness. 

7. Set regional and national strategies for management of natural resources, land, 
biodiversity and water resources. Such strategies should include sensitizing the 
Arab citizens on the diminishing supply of water in the region.  

8. Improve information and telecommunication infrastructure capacity and further 
incorporate environmental information in the decision making process. 

 
B) Encouraging the League of Arab States (LAS) and its agencies to consider the 
following course of action: 
 

1. Provision of greater involvement of NGOs in the various mechanisms and 
agencies of the Arab Regional Cooperation. 

2. Enhancement of the role of LAS, including the implementation of sustainable 
development indicators. 

3. Establishment of an Arab Sustainable Development Committee. 
4. Establishment of AEF (Arab Environment Facility). 

 
C) Fostering cooperation with the UN and other international agencies working in the 
field of environment and development (UNEP, GEF, UNDP, etc.). The Role of UNEP, 
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UNDP and other UN Agencies needs to be strengthened and supported to give more 
assistance to the Arab Regions. These programs should help NGOs to have access to: 
 

1. Information on the mechanisms of those programmes.  
2. Opportunities for cooperation between Arab NGOs and these organizations. 
3. More funds and support for NGO projects in the Arab region. 
4. Greater transparency of UN institutions, giving NGOs better opportunities to 

participate in Sustainable development in the Arab Region. It is worth 
highlighting the importance of the institutions’ specialization and segregation of 
responsibility to avoid monopoly, overlap and at many instances incompetence. 

5.  The expansion of West Asia Region to include the North African Arab countries, 
as the distribution is not based on political but on geographical ecological, 
cultural and social layout. 

 
Third: Increase public environmental awareness is a requirement for environmentally sound and 
socially responsible sustainable development: 

 
− Awareness programs must be directed towards decision makers, the business 

sector and national public figures.  
− The notion of public awareness should be expanded to include creation of 

environmental pressure groups.   
− Change of consumption patterns in the Arab region is an area that requires 

extensive work and specially tailored, well-targeted programmes. 
− Developing programs for environmental citizenship at the community level is 

a major component of the awareness programs. 
 
Fourth: It is important to work towards the construction of an effective system of global 
governance in response to the global, social, environmental, and security issues and as a political 
counterweight to the globalization of the world economic system.  The partnership between 
NGOs, and the private sector is an effective alliance that should be encouraged. 
 
Fifth: The international community is urgently requested to fulfill its political commitments and 
moral obligations in order to stop the severe discrimination practiced by the occupation forces 
against Palestinian citizens. It is well accepted that violation of human rights, injustice and 
poverty are major obstacles to achieve sustainable development in the region. 
 
Sixth: Fresh water, marine environment, desertification, population, biodiversity, conservation, 
and Environmental management systems are top priorities to considered at all levels of decision 
making in Arab States. 

 
Seventh: Appropriate policies and measures need to be taken to solve the problem of poverty in 
the Arab Region. NGOs and civil society being closest to people’s needs and priorities should 
have a major input to these policies. 
 
Eighth: Arab NGOs must assist local communities in the implementation of local activities of 
Agenda 21, and overcome the limitations present, which include centralization of decision-
making, lack of local funding mechanisms, and government bureaucracy, to give a chance for 
local NGOs and local communities to share in decision making, planning, implement and 
evaluation.  Also, Women in the Arab region should be empowered and their role in sustainable 
development must be enhanced.  
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Annex 2 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
Bahrain  
 
Mr. Ali Paul Birch 
Rotary Representative, Bahrain 
Recycler  
Crown Industries W.L.L 
P.O.Box 11101 
Tel: + 973 830038 
Fax: + 973 830379 
E-mail: crownmet@batelco.com.bh 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Aysha Mohammed Loury 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Mrs. Banan Kamal 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Dr. Bahiya Al-Jishi 
Member of the General Secretariat - Arab Network for NGOs 
Tel: + 973 721733 
Fax: + 973 720733 
E-mail: alkhozai@batelco.com.bh 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Ebtisam Al Jamea 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Dr. Fathya Al Mulla 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
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Ms. Halel Engineer 
Environmental Specialist/Consultant 
Posford Dunner Envirnoment Gulf  
Tel: + 973 9697686/533259 
Fax: + 973 533754 
E-mail: pdegulf@batelco.com.bh 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Sh. Hind Al Khalifa 
Min. of Works & Social Affairs 
Tel: + 973 688 555 
Fax: + 973 683 255 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Khawla Al-Muhannadi 
President 
Environment Electronic Friends (EEF) 
Tel: + 973 940 1667  
Fax: + 973 294 192 
E-mail: kmuhannadi@yahoo.com 
www.eef.org.bh 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Layla Al-Bassam 
Bahrain Young Ladies Association 
Tel: + 973 262237/9478897 
Fax: + 973 273508 
E-mail: L.AlBassam@alayam.com 
www.nahla-society.com 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Layla Qasim 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Lulwa Y. Al Ubaidli 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
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Ms. Mariam Ahmed Alrowaie 
Bahrain Young Ladies Association 
Tel: + 973 262237/9478897 
Fax: + 973 273508 
E-mail: naldabah@batelco.com.bh 
www.nahla-society.com 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Mariam Janahi 
General Manager Administration  
Bahrain Telecommunication Company 
P.O.Box 14 
Tel: + 973 884400/9674499 
Fax: + 973 611822 
E-mail: ag@batelco.com.bh 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Mariam Al Najjar 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Maysa Amer 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Mr. M. Shaikh 
Bahrain Soceity of Engineers 
Tel: + 973 727100 
Fax: + 973 729819 
E-mail: 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Nada Al-Khalil 
Al Reem Environment Consultation & Ecotourism 
P.O. Box 40266 
Tel: + 973 710868 
Fax: + 973 640814 
E-mail: info@alreem.com 
www.alreem.com 
Manama – Bahrain 
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Ms. Nadia Abdul Latif 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Nahad Al Shatar 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Shams Mourad 
President & Founder Sustainable Development Committee 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Mr. S. Dan Joensen 
Environment & marine Consultant 
Environmental Dredging Consult 
P.O.Box 30775 
Tel: + 973 9448125 
Fax: + 973 692160 
E-mail: djoensen@batelco.com.bh 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Mr. Saeed Mansoor Abdulla 
Malkiya Rovers 
P.O.Box 32038 
Tel: + 973 9847892 
Fax: + 973 630634 
E-mail: saeedmansoor20@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Salman Al-Mutawa 
Electrical Draughtsman  
Bahrain Soceity of Engineers 
P.O.Box 32168 
Tel: + 973 727100 
Fax: + 973 729819 
E-mail: shm64@hotmail.com 
Manama – Bahrain 
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Ms. Sana Hassan Qamber 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Sayeda Al Sayed Mohamed 
Children & Mothers Welfare Society 
P.O.Box 1057 
Tel: + 973 689909 
Fax: + 973 684501 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Ms. Wajeeha Sadiq Al-Baharna 
President 
Bahrain Women Society 
P.O.Box 11425 
Tel: +973 9452192 
Fax: + 973 728459 
E-mail: wajeeha99@hotmail.com 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Mr. Zakarya Abdul Qader Khonji 
Youth & Environment Society 
Tel: + 973 9459333 
Fax: + 973 279253 
E-mail: zkhunji@hotmail.com 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Egypt 
 
Dr. Emad Adly 
General Coordinator 
Arab Network for Environment & Development “RAED” 
Tel: +202 3041634/3059613 
Fax: +202 3041635 
E-mail: aoye@link.net 
Cairo-Egypt 
 
Mr. Magdi Mohammed Allam 
Chairman 
Arab Federation for Youth and Environment  
Tel: +202 5256452/0122118593 
Fax: +202 5256490 
Cairo – Egypt 
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Ms. Shafika Nasser Saleh 
Professor of Public Health 
V. President Forum for Dialogue in Participation for Dev. (FDPO) 
National Coordinator Egypt Medical Women Association (FDPO) 
Tel: +202 3373563 
Fax: +202 3657104 
E-mail: shafika_Nasser@yahoo.com 
Cairo – Egypt 
 
Jordan 
 
Mr. Arafat I.R. Al Tamemi 
Deputy Secretary General, Director Development Project  
General Union for Voluntary Societies 
Tel: +9626 4634001 
Fax: +9626 4659973 
E-mail: guws@accessme.com 
www.guvs@index.com.jo 
Amman – Jordan  
 
Mr. Ziyad Alawneh 
Executive Director 
Land and Human to Advocate 
Progress (LHAP) Represents RAED 
Tel: + 9626 5519756 
Fax: + 9626 5519756 
E-mail: ziyad@index.com.jo 
Amman – Jordan 
 
Kuwait 
 
Dr. Meshal A. Al-Meshan 
Chairman 
Kuwait Environment Protection Society 
P.O.Box 1896 Safat 13019 
Tel: + 0965 4848256 
Fax: + 965 4837856 
E-mail: rswm@qualitynet.net 
Kuwait 
 
Lebanon 
 
Dr. Naji Kodeih  
Chemical Eng., Toxicologist, Environmental Management 
Lebanese Committee for Environment & Development  
Tel: + 961 3 315326/ 961 3 838504 
Fax: + 961 5 800827 
E-mail: kodeihn@yahoo.fr / nkodeih@moe.gov.lb 
Beirut – Lebanon 
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Dr. Ali Darwish 
Research Scientist/President 
Green Line Association  
Tel: + M. 961 1 372660 
Telefax: + 961 1 746215 
E-mail: arisour@cyberia.net.lb / greenline@greenline.org.lb 
www.greenline.org.lb 
Beirut – Lebanon 
 
Mr. Ghougassian Boghos  
MECAT and Environment & Development Magazine 
Tel: + 961 1 341323 
Fax: + 961 1 346465 
E-mail: boghos@mectat.com.lb 
www.mectat.com.lb 
Beirut – Lebanon 
 
Mr. Ghassan Sayyah 
CEO YMCA/Lebanon 
YMCA 
Tel: + 961 1 490685 
Fax: + 961 1 486330 
E-mail: ghass@ymca_leb.org.lb 
Beirut – Lebanon 
Morocco  
 
Dr. Ftouhi Mohamed  
President 
Moroccan Club of Environmental and Population Education (CMEPE) 
P.O.Box 1072  
Tel: + 212 61 546594 
Fax: + 212 37796284 
E-mail: ftouhi@fusion.net.ma 
Rabat - Morocco 
 
Ms. Naima Belkhayat Rahmani 
Présidente – Fondatrice 
Women Society for Childhood and Environmental Protection  
De l’Environnement (AFPE) 
Tel: + M. 21261 259107 – Office 00212 55 644482 
Fax: + 21255 610414 
E-mail: sidbelkay@hotmail.com 
FES - Morocco 
 
Dr. Kenza El-Ghali 
Présidente de l’Association Nour pour 
le Développement, l’Environnement et l’alphabétisation   
Tel: + 212 1 55699142 / 2126 1394211  
Fax: + 212 1 55699548  
E-mail: kenza_el_ghali@hotmail.com 
Taunate – Morocco 

 17

mailto:arisour@cyberia.net.lb
mailto:greenline@greenline.org.lb
http://www.greenline.org.lb/
mailto:boghos@mectat.com.lb
http://www.mectat.com.lb/
mailto:ghass@ymca_leb.org.lb
mailto:ftouhi@fusion.net.ma
mailto:sidbelkay@hotmail.com
mailto:kenza_el_ghali@hotmail.com


 
Saudi Arabia 
 
Ms. Amel Said Saad Al-Naggar 
Saudi Env. Ass. – Friend of the Environment Association – RAED 
Tel: + 966 2 652 6465 
E-mail: molmolsa@yahoo.com 
Jeddah – Saudi Arabia  
 
Dr. Abdullah Naseer 
Arab Tetwork for Environment & Development 
P.O.Box 17084 – Jeddah 21484 
Tel: + 9662 55665257 
Fax: + 9662 2382747 
E-mail: aan_raed@hotmail.com 
Jeddah – Saudi Arabia 
 
Tunis 
 
Dr. Taher Ben Slimene 
Vice President 
A.T.P.N.E. Maamoura 
Tel: + 216 2 285199 / 369375 
Fax: + 216 2 286240 
Tunis 
 
U.A.E. 
 
Dr. Hasan Ahmad Al-Hosani 
Deputy Chairman 
Environment Friends Society  
Tel: + 971 2 6655113   
Fax: + 971 2 6666708 
E-mail: alhosanih@yahoo.com 
Abu Dhabi – UAE 
 
Mr. Jamal Buhanad 
Secretary General  
Emirates Diving Association 
P.O.Box 33220 
Tel: + 971 4 3939390 
Fax: + 971 4 3939391 
E-mail: edadiver@emirates.net.ae 
Dubai – UAE 
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Mr. Ibrahim N. Al-Zu’bi 
Director – Environment & Research Dept. 
P.O.Box 33220 
Emirates Diving Association 
P.O.Box 33220 
Tel: + 971 4 3939390 
Fax: + 971 4 3939391 
E-mail: edadiver@emirates.net.ae 
Dubai – UAE 
 
Yemen 
 
Mr. Sami M. Al-Washali 
Chairman 
Al Tamkeen for Training & Development 
Tel: + 967 1 212641/3 M. 71717103 
Fax: + 967 1 212645 
E-mail: altamkeen@yahoo.com 
Sana’a – Yemen 
 
JOINT SECRETARIAT 
 
CAMRE 
 
Mr. Khalid Wali 
Third Specialist 
League of Arab States (CAMRE) 
Tel: +202 5750511 
Fax: +202 5740331 
E-mail:ucfukmw@hotmail.com 
Cairo-Egypt 
 
UNEP/ROWA 
 
Tel: + 973 826 600 
Fax: + 973 825 510/511 
E-mail: uneprowa@batelco.com.bh 
Manama – Bahrain 
 
Mr. Mahmood Y. Abdulraheem 
Director & Regional Representative 
 
Mr. Habib N. El-Habr 
Deputy Regional Director 
 
Mr. Basel Al-Yousfi 
Industry Officer  
 
Mr. Abdul Elah Al-Wadaee 
Regional ODS Coordinator 
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Resource Persons/Coordination: 
 
Ms. Alia El-Husseini 
Tel: + 961 3 231 561 
Fax: + 961 1 788 289 
E-mail: alia77@cyberia.net.lb 
Beirut - Lebanon 
 
Ms. Shereen El-Zorba 
Regional Information Officer 
 
Mr. Adel Farid Abdel-Kader 
Programme Officer 
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Annex 3 

 
Agenda 

 
 
 
08:00 – 08:30        Registration 
 
08:30 – 09:00        Opening Ceremony 
 
09:30 – 09:30        Coffee Break 
 
09:30 – 09:45        Adoption of the Agenda  
        Personal Introduction 
 
09:30 – 09:45        Overview of WSSD and the objectives of the NGOs Forum 
 
09:45 – 11:00       Discussions of Achievements in the Implementation of Agenda      
                             21 with Reference to the NGOs Role 
 
11:00 – 12:30      Constraints, Challenges and Opportunities Toward Achieving   
                            Sustainable Development in the Region 
 
12:30 – 13:30      Lunch Break 
 
13:30 – 15:00      The Way Forward for Achieving Sustainable Development 

1- Priorities for Action in the Next Decade 
                              2- Plan of Action and means of  implementation 
 
15:00 – 15:15      Coffee Break 
 
15:15 – 16:30      The Way Forward Continued. 
 
16:30 – 16:45      Closing 
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