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· Environnement : recyclage obligatoire des déchets électroniques (EuroNews)
· La situation est hors contrôle (La Libre Belgique)
· Web trade threat to rare species (BBC)
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There are no updates from the Regional Offices for Today



Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  15 August 2005
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Philippine Daily Inquirer: Skies Smeared Grey

 Juan L. Mercado
16 August 2005


THE SKY is of the same color wherever you go," Persian sailors of old used to say. But that was before "smaze."

Spliced from "smoke" and "haze," the word is shorthand for what scientists call "transboundary atmospheric pollution." But smaze, by any other name, can maim.

Mixed with ash and dust, it is an eye-and-throat-scratching fume. Smaze rising from 197 uncontrolled forest fires in East Kalimantan in Indonesia smeared skies across Singapore, Malaysia and Southern Thailand in 1997-1998. It also reached Puerto Princesa and General Santos.

Those fires incinerated 9.5 million hectares of "unburnable" rain forests. At century's end, over $ 9 billion went up in smoke, the United Nations Environment Programme estimates.

Today, smaze from 993 "hot spots" on Sumatra is turning next door Malaysia's skies into a dreary grey. Schools shut down as the air pollution index hit 531, almost double the hazardous level. Respiratory diseases soared.

Danger signals were lofted in the Malacca Strait, one of the world's busiest shipping lanes, Agence France Presse said. As visibility dropped down to 200 meters (660 feet ), Subang Airport was closed. Infuriated Malaysians donned surgical masks again.

Smaze shows it's difficult to bottle within national borders the consequences of ecological abuse. "Acid rain" doesn't dally for passport checks. And poisoned schools of fish ignore the limits of 200-mile exclusive economic zones.

"(This) borderless world is the only home we have," scientist Jacques-Michel Cousteau warned. "From space, the only borders are natural: glistening coasts, blue rivers, thrusting mountains, billowing clouds-all indifferent to flags, parliaments and armies.

"(Nobody) condones the deliberate laying waste of such gifts, as air and water, that make life possible. (They) transcend national boundaries and divergent interests... If Earth is today's hostage, every nation is a prisoner held for a ransom that no nation can pay."

"Smaze" is a newcomer in our post-Chernobyl vocabulary. An earlier entry was "nuclear winter," which is now eerily reappearing as Iran and North Korea roll atomic dice. "Black rain" came from oil fields Saddam torched.

Yet, forests only form part-but a visible sector-of our environment. And smaze underscores that this country, which dissipated its God-given forests, is increasingly dependent on those of its neighbors.

East Kalimantan is Southeast Asia's remaining "lung." The Kashmiri proverb stresses: "Food will last only as long as forests do." So, regional food security is tied up in those burning timber stands. Southeast Asia is our nearest source for timber imports.

More than half (57 percent) of the country was still forested in 1934, former Environment Secretary Victor Ramos and Science Undersecretary Florentino Tesoro told the 2005 Philippine Forestry Development Forum. Today, this is down to 18 percent-far below the 30-percent safety benchmark. And it's still dipping.

Flash floods in Leyte, Aurora and Quezon demonstrate the impact. Denuded areas are blanketed by sterile cogon fields. And income is shrinking.

In the 1980s, lumber, plywood and logs were the country's fifth major export. By the 1990s, they dropped from the top 10 list and haven't bounced back since. "A prima donna of the world's timber trade in the 1970s, we're today's wood paupers."

"The transboundary haze problem in the Asean region is not a problem that can be fixed," the Asian Development Bank notes. "It is a problem that must be managed."

Like other Asean countries, the Philippines must first hammer into place adequate forest policies. Only then, can we, in concert with others, manage smaze's annual eruptions.

Use of fire to clear land goes way back. But El Nio droughts, intense enough to turn moist rain forests into dry tinderboxes, are new.

Still, incinerating trees to clear land remains a policy keystone in most Asean member countries. How to craft policy instruments that will provide economic incentives to discourage cleaning of land by fire is the key challenge.

"Asean is confronted with a dilemma: how to use regional cooperation to reduce (smaze) that ultimately results from national policy but imposes large economic costs on the region as a whole," the ADB notes.

The solution partly lies in mitigation measures. Kuala Lumpur is now prodding Indonesia to get on with it. The crucial other half lies in prevention at home.

The Philippines provided 4 out of 28 examples of outstanding Asian forest management, the Food and Agriculture Organization reveals in its new study, "In Search of Excellence." The four are: (a) Mount Makiling Forest Reserve; (b) Ifugao Muyong; (c) Kalibo's mangrove project; and Nueva Vizcaya's community-based management of ancestral land. Thus, the skills are there.

They could underpin a policy reform agenda which, as seen by Ramos and Tesoro, would constitute a full plate-from approving the Sustainable Forest Management Act, devolving management to local governments to providing economic incentives.

Bogged down by the impeachment brawl, perjured witnesses and perennially-squabbling politicians, can we muster the will to do the job?

"We have never seen a problem so big that we can't run away from," Charlie Brown mumbles in "Peanuts." But that option is no longer possible. Change is spilling across national borders "under skies of the same color."
_____________________________________________________________________________

New Strait Times (Malaysia):  We need to act right away 

 DATUK DR SALLEH MOHD NOR
15 August 2005
 
We need to act right away

THE haze first appeared in Malaysia in 1981. Then it recurred only
occasionally. But from 1997-98 it was so severe that it became a serious
national and regional problem. 

Haze consists of toxic gases, chemicals and particles smaller than 10
microns in diameter. There is no minimum safe level for haze. Any
exposure can cause acute short-term and long-term health problems.

Haze can also affect the world around us, leading to decreased
agricultural production and biological diversity. For example, the
Malaysian Agricultural Research and Development Institute estimated a 30
per cent reduction in rice production during the 1997 haze episode.

In the same period, butterfly numbers were reported to have dropped and
similar effects were expected with insects, birds and plants.

The United Nations Environmental Programme estimated direct economic
losses in Southeast Asia from the haze in 1997 at US$9.3 billion (RM35
billion). This did not include health costs.

Governments promised action and it led to the signing of the Asean
Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution in 2002. Yet, since then, haze
has become so regular that it is expected annually. This year, it is once
again very severe.

Clearly, this is a serious problem that appears to be getting worse.
Therefore, more needs to be done.

MNS proposes the following remedial measures:

Stop open burning: We urge the Government to enforce this strictly.
There should be no exceptions for the agriculture sector and plantations
which practise open burning to clear land. The economic damage from haze
outweighs any economic argument for this practice.

Conserve forests and wetlands: Removal of forest cover and the
draining of wetlands and peat land for development or plantations results
in a drying-out of the ground and higher risk of fires, and affects local
rainfall. Trees are also natural filters. They help reduce the haze. The
conservation of forests and wetlands are, therefore, important in this
context, especially near urban areas.

Reduce local emissions: Even without forest fires, there is an
existing level of air pollution from vehicles and industry which in the
Klang Valley can contribute to an Air Pollutant Index reading of 70 to
90. A plan to reduce these emissions is also important and there should
be set targets for these reductions.
_____________________________________________________________________________
The Monitor (Kampala):Cutting Costs With Cleaner Production 
By David L. Ssempijja
16 August 2005 
 
ENTERPRISES undertaking the Cleaner Production (CP) concept in their operations are enjoying tremendous economic and environmental benefits. 

CP concept entails the adoption of mechanisms that enhance productivity in a manner that is cost effective and environmentally friendly. 

It increases competitiveness, facilitates market access and strengthens the productive capacity of enterprises taking into consideration the two other dimensions of sustainable development; environmental compliance and social development. 

The Cleaner Production Programme and network was initiated by United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (Unido) and United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) in 1994. There are nearly 30 National Cleaner Production Centres already established under the Unido-Unep CP Programme. 

In Uganda, the programme started in October 2001, with the establishment of the Uganda Cleaner Production Centre (UCPC). Since its establishment, UCPC has introduced and implemented CP in over fourty enterprises in various sectors through the Eco-Benefits Programme. 

The Eco-Benefits Programme is a ten-month programme that combines comprehensive CP assessments with training for company staff and consultants. The most critical areas include; efficient use of materials, environmental compliance, energy efficiency, water consumption, occupational health and and prevention of pollution at the source. 

UCPC experts provide technical assistance and supervision. Companies and consultants, who successfully complete the full programme, receive a Cleaner Production certificate. 

In an interview with Daily Monitor, Dr. Patrick Mwesigye, the UCPC Executive Director, said: "There are some simple production practices that can increase costs without the knowledge of the stakeholders. 

For instance, we discourage them from using electricity for lighting but to use natural light where possible and to create an internal water recycling system to have some water reused for example in the cleaning of the factory and machines," he said. He said they encourage workers to switch off most of the idle machines in order to avoid unproductive energy consumption, which has enabled companies to reduce the electricity bills. 

Mwesigye said significant financial and environmental achievements have been achieved in all the enterprises that have participated in the Eco-Benefits Programme. 

"Because of the cost effective production practices spearheaded by UCPC in Uganda, Rwanda has also decided to get on board, as I speak, UCPC is making positive changes in enterprises in Rwanda especially in the manufacturing sector," he said. 

Mwesigye said UCPC is committed to working with the enterprises so that they can improve their productivity, profitability, competitiveness, environmental compliance, market access and working conditions of employees with minimum financial inputs. 

He noted, however, that for the benefits to be achieved there is need for committed management. Eight companies participated in CP practices last year including Sugar Cooperation of Uganda Ltd (Scoul). UCPC's evaluation indicated that before CP in Scoul, a lot of prepared cane (about 3 tonnes per day) was being lost from the cane carriers. They were advised to collect the falling cane continually leading to a $80,379 worth of savings based on the 2003 sugar production figure. 

Scoul also saved $44,500 as a result of UCPC's intervention in the leakage and spillage of sugar materials, which reduced from 0.32 percent to 0.11 per cent among other savings by the same company in the same period. 

At TUF Foam Uganda Ltd, a $500,000 CP compliant machinery has been installed and is expected to substantially reduce the costs of lost foam during production by approximately $250,000 per year thereby increasing the firm's profitability. 

Mr D.W Kasozi, the General and Operations Manager for Ngege Ltd, a fish processing and exporting company, said the company has started making considerable savings as a result of the Cp mechanism in the production process. 

"The environmental and financial benefits we have realised from the Cleaner Production concept is a clear testimony that if most of the companies undertake the same development, we shall be sure of the steady development of the industrial sector and an industrial pollution -free Uganda," he told Daily Monitor in a telephone interview. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Die Tageszeitung: Zu fairen Bedingungen

16.08.2005

Ein Welthandel mit sozialen und ökologischen Standards kann die Entwicklungsländer fördern und zu einem Ausgleich zwischen ihnen und den Industrienationen führen
Der Handel mit Agrarprodukten steht im Mittelpunkt einer Auseinandersetzung, an der die WTO-Verhandlungen über globale Handelsregeln in Genf vorerst scheiterten. Während viele Industrie- und Schwellenländer auf den Abbau von Handelsbeschränkungen und die Öffnung nationaler Märkte drängen, fordern Globalisierungskritiker wie Attac, Agrarprodukte vom internationalen Handel auszuschließen und dadurch die Ernährungssicherheit und -autonomie jedes Landes zurückzugewinnen.

Doch weder eine bedingungslose Marktöffnung der Industrieländer für Importe von Agrarprodukten aus Entwicklungsländern noch die Ausnahme der Agrarhandelsfragen aus den multilateralen Verhandlungen verspricht einen Durchbruch im Hinblick auf die Bekämpfung des Hungers und faire Handelsregeln. Die Möglichkeit, Zugang zu fremden Märkten zu bekommen, muss vielmehr mit sozialen und ökologischen Kriterien einen Anreiz zu nachhaltiger Erzeugung bei allen Handelspartnern und einen Umverteilungsmechanismus bewirken, der gezielt den bedürftigsten Bevölkerungsgruppen zugute kommt, den Landlosen und den Kleinbauern. Das sind nach Schätzungen der Welternährungsorganisation FAO 70 Prozent der Hungernden der Welt. 

Die Welthandelsrunde der WTO hat soziale und ökologische Standards bisher als so genannte nicht handelsbezogene Aspekte aus den Verhandlungen systematisch ausgegrenzt. Sie müssen aber ihr zentraler Bestandteil werden, um weltweites Lohn- und Umweltdumping zu verhindern. Das ist vor allem deshalb notwendig, weil die den Handel dominierenden multinationalen Konzerne in Ländern investieren, in denen ihnen im Hinblick auf Umweltschutz und soziale Sicherheit am wenigsten abverlangt wird. Von dort fordern sie dann mehr Marktöffnung, um auf Märkten mit höheren Preisniveaus höhere Gewinne zu machen. Das gilt etwa für europäische Hähnchenproduzenten aber auch die Zuckerindustrie, die in Brasilien, Thailand und Südafrika investiert, wo Umweltgesetze, Löhne und Rohstoffe geringere Kosten und höhere Gewinne versprechen. 

Die EU hätte gute Voraussetzungen, den Mechanismus des qualifizierten Marktzugangs in die WTO-Verhandlungen einzubringen und durchzusetzen. Sie hat bei der jüngsten Reform der gemeinsamen Agrarpolitik den eigenen Bauern durch die Bindung von öffentlicher Förderung an die Einhaltung von Umwelt- und Tierschutzgesetzen bereits Bedingungen vorgegeben. Sie verfügt mit Quotenregelungen bei Zucker und Milch sowie bei den Präferenzabkommen mit den AKP-Staaten, einer Gruppe von Entwicklungsländern, über die Instrumente der Angebots- und Preissteuerung, mit denen die Abwärtsspirale bei den Weltagrarpreisen entgegengewirkt werden könnte. Sie bietet den ärmsten Entwicklungsländern freien Marktzugang ab 2010 an und könnte diesen durch Quoten für kleinbäuerliche Produzenten präzisieren. Das Problem liegt darin, dass die EU in der Praxis und in den WTO-Verhandlungen diese Möglichkeiten und Instrumente nicht nutzt, um dem weltweiten Agrardumping entgegenzuwirken. 

Sie ist vielmehr weiterhin treibender Faktor des Preisverfalls auf den Weltagrarmärkten, indem sie an Exportsubventionen und einer internen Preissenkungs- und Einkommensausgleichspolitik festhält, die der exportorientierten Agrarindustrie, aber kaum den Bauern nutzt. Wären die Mitgliedstaaten der EU 2003 den Weg der Reform konsequent gegangen und hätten die Subventionen in Fördermaßnahmen für die nachhaltige ländliche Entwicklung umgewidmet, könnte die EU heute die Vorreiterrolle für einen fairen Agrarhandel spielen. 

Schon Ende 2002 hatte das Europäische Parlament den Europäischen Rat und die Kommission aufgefordert, den qualifizierten Marktzugang als Ausgleichsmechanismus in die WTO-Verhandlungen einzubringen. Die Grundidee besteht darin, dass statt bedingungslosem Zollabbau die bisher allein auf Preise bezogenen Zölle durch die Anwendung sozialer und ökologischer Standards in Handelskonditionen umgewandelt werden. Durch konsequente Umsetzung - naturgemäß teurer - sozialer und ökologischer Standards erwirbt ein Land oder Binnenmarkt das Recht, den qualifizierten Außenschutz anzuwenden. Auf Importe, die diese Standards nicht erfüllen, werden an der Grenze Abgaben erhoben, sodass die sozial und ökologisch gerechtfertigten Kosten im Binnenmarkt nicht unterlaufen werden können. Diese Abgaben fließen in einen internationalen Fonds, der den betroffenen Ländern oder den besonders bedürftigen Bevölkerungsgruppen zur Sicherung der Lebensmittelversorgung und zur schrittweisen Einführung der Standards dient. Der qualifizierte Marktzugang schafft also gleichzeitig Schutz vor sozialem und ökologischem Dumping und schöpft Fördermittel als Voraussetzung für Ernährungssicherung und nachhaltige ländliche Entwicklung. 

Die Einigung über die Festlegung und Kontrolle der entsprechenden Standards ist natürlich ein schwieriger Prozess. Als Ausgangspunkt bieten sich die bereits im UN-Rahmen geschlossenen Verträge wie die Menschenrechts- und die Umweltkonventionen an. Hinzu kämen die sozialen Arbeitsschutzstandards der Internationalen Organisation für Arbeit und die Vereinbarungen im Rahmen der Welternährungsorganisation und der Unep zu nachhaltigen Anbaumethoden. Die Forderung nach Qualifizierung des Zollabbaus und des Marktzugangs kann eine konsequentere Umsetzung dieser Verträge erwirken. 

Die Kommission als Unterhändler der EU-Staaten in den WTO-Verhandlungen ist verpflichtet, diese Verträge einzuhalten und umzusetzen. Sie ist in vielen Bereichen sogar weit über diese Standards hinausgegangen, etwa beim vorsorgenden Verbraucherschutz, dem Grundwasser-, Boden- und Tierschutz. Da es aber an einer konsequenten Umsetzung der fortschrittlichen Standards im Binnenmarkt mangelt, fehlt die Glaubwürdigkeit, um die Standards nach außen auch durchzusetzen. 

Politisch wichtig ist deshalb, dass Umwelt-, Bauern- und entwicklungspolitische Organisationen in der Öffentlichkeit gleichzeitig die Umsetzung geltenden Umwelt- und Sozialrechts in der EU fordern und das Dogma der WTO, internationale Handelsfragen ließen sich von sozialen, ökologischen und kulturellen Werten getrennt behandeln, immer wieder angreifen und ad absurdum führen. 

Die derzeit in der WTO geführte Diskussion über so genannte sensible und spezielle Produkte eröffnet diese Möglichkeit. Dies sind Produkte, die in Entwicklungs- und Industriestaaten vom Zollabbau ausgenommen werden dürfen, weil befürchtet wird, dass die nationale Ernährungssicherheit oder bestimmte Wirtschaftszweige zusammenbrechen würden. Diese Ausnahmeregelung beim insgesamt von der WTO geforderten Zollabbau und der Marktöffnung ist ein deutliches Zeichen, dass das Dogma nicht mehr zu halten ist. 

HANNES LORENZEN
_____________________________________________________________________________

LifeSiteNews.com:Green Hands Dipped In Blood: The DDT Genocide

By John Jalsevac
16 August 2005
 

1. The Worst Crime of the 20th Century 

“Which kills more: ideology or religion?”1  asks author Andrew Kenney in the title of what is certainly one of the more startling pieces I’ve read in some time. 

For Kenney, however, it’s not the meat of that question that’s really up for debate, and it’s not his answer to the meat of it that’s startling; after all, a summary finger count shows that the man who favors the religious wars has his work cut out to match the math of the fascist and communist regimes that have dropped the metaphorical guillotine since the French Revolution. 

What makes Kenney’s article startling is not that the self-professed atheist necessarily concludes that the reds (communists) and the browns (fascists) have contributed much more heartily to history’s flow of blood than any religion, but that, of the three available ideological colors, it is the extremists of the green standard whose hands are perhaps guiltiest for the last century’s outpouring of crimson.

According to Kenney over 50,000,000 people died in the 20th century because of the gratuitous recklessness of eco-extremists; this estimate is actually quite conservative in comparison to junkscience.com’s claim that over 80,000,000 have dropped at the hands of the tree-huggers.  

“In purely numerical terms,” says Kenney about the alleged murderous scheme, “it was the worst crime of the 20th century.”

 But what was the worst crime? 

“The banning of DDT,” says Kenney. 

Of course this could be comfortably put to rest as the ranting of just another, competing ideological nut were it not that Kenney is in very, very good company. 

A New York Times article of January of this year, titled It’s Time to Spray DDT proclaimed what long ago became the obvious, that “the evidence is overwhelming: DDT saves lives.”2  The American Council on Science and Health printed an article in 2002 entitled The DDT ban turns 30 – millions dead of malaria because of ban, more deaths likely.3  In 2003 Front Page Magazine ran an article entitled Rachel Carsons’ Ecological Genocide, similarly concerned with the DDT ban, and employing that loaded word “genocide”.4  And in his popular novel, State of Fear, Michael Crichton also espoused this view, describing the DDT ban as “arguably the greatest tragedy of the 20th century.” He continues, “since the ban, two million people a year have died unnecessarily from malaria, mostly children. The ban has caused more than fifty million needless deaths. Banning DDT killed more people than Hitler.”5 

2. The Tragic History Of DDT and Silent Spring
The history of DDT is a tragic one. The chemical, the proper name of which is dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane, was first isolated in the late 19th century. No practical use was found for it, however, until Paul Herman Muller determined in 1939 that it made for an effective insecticide. 

Used extensively during WWII and afterwards, the remarkably cheap and easy-to-process pesticide is widely credited with the complete eradication of the scourge of malaria from the Western world. The white powder, once dusted on the walls of a house or on the human body, works by killing malaria and typhus carrying vectors such as mosquitoes or lice. 

According to the online encyclopedia Wikipedia DDT performed the feat of reducing the worldwide malaria mortality rate from a hefty 192 per 100,000 to a low of 7 per 100,000. Paul Muller was awarded the Nobel Prize for physiology and medicine in 1948 for his lifesaving work with DDT.

With Muller’s miracle-pesticide in widespread use the movement towards a malaria-free earth was progressing swimmingly until Rachel Carson erupted hysterically onto the international scene. She alleged in her deeply influential 1962 book Silent Spring that DDT caused cancer and was aiding the rapid extinction of raptors such as bald eagles by thinning their egg shells. Environmentalists everywhere took up the cause and soon achieved the first great and unifying victory of the modern environmental movement—the worldwide banning of DDT. 

And that would be perfectly all right, perhaps, if any of Carson’s allegations were true. 

3. Rachel Carson’s Allegations Disproved
But in 2004 a study in the Journal of American Physicians and Surgeons concludes “Public pressure [to ban DDT] was generated by one popular book and sustained by faulty or fraudulent research. Widely believed claims of carcinogenicity, toxicity to birds, anti-androgenic properties, and prolonged environmental persistence are false or grossly exaggerated. The worldwide affect of the U.S. ban has been millions of preventable deaths .”6   In fact, it is difficult to choose which of the countless studies that have vindicated DDT over the years I should cite.

One study saw volunteers consume 35mg of raw DDT daily for a period of two years with no short or long-term ill effects .7   One anti-DDT-ban scientist began his every lecture on the subject by ingesting a teaspoon of DDT powder.8  Of the workers who applied thousands of tons of DDT without any protection, none have shown an increased risk of cancer or any other illness. Even the alleged thinning of the eggshells of raptors that environmentalists now tout as a last and desperate reason for continuing the archaic ban has been proven false.

4. The DDT Ban Put In Perspective
Allow me to provide some perspective. According to the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), a division of the World Health Organization (WHO), DDT is classified as Group 2B carcinogenicity; that is, there is an admitted insufficient evidence of carcinogenicity.9  On the other hand, a report issued but a few weeks ago by the IARC classified combined estrogen-progestogen oral contraceptives, the most widely prescribed contraceptive on the market, as Group 1 carcinogenicity.10 

The oral contraceptives, which the WHO claims over 100 million women worldwide regularly ingest, are by this classification defined as definitely carcinogenic. And yet, DDT,  by now proven innocent as a babe after decades of scrutiny, the harmless miracle-chemical the purpose of which is to prevent the excruciating death of millions, is strictly regulated with a worldwide ban, while the proven carcinogenic, cancer-causing contraceptive, used to prevent the creation of human life, is handed out like candy.

But here’s the real kicker. According to the WHO there is some evidence that besides causing substantially increased risks of breast, liver, and cervical cancer, combined oral contraceptives may cause a decrease in the risk of endometrial and ovarian cancer. The WHO therefore justifies downplaying the immediate risk to hundreds of millions of women worldwide because “it is possible that the overall net public health outcome may be beneficial.”

Curiously, however, the WHO’s analysis of DDT grants the pesticide no such benevolent handicap. DDT has saved millions of lives, and the ban, based upon long disproved claims of carcinogenicity, is perpetuating the annual death of millions. Talk about a beneficial “overall net public health outcome”! But of course, maybe after another forty years of testing and research it will be found that DDT powder once caused someone to sneeze to death. 

Adding insult to injury, over the past five years numerous powerful international bodies have sought to make the DDT ban even stricter.  

Currently it is possible for tropical nations most ravaged by malaria to apply for exceptions to the DDT ban, which exceptions undergo review every three years by the WHO. This provision is of little use to most third world nations, since there is a global stigma attached to DDT, and many charitable bodies will not fund relief efforts unless it is agreed that DDT will not be used. Besides that, the cost of DDT has increased substantially. But in 2000, a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) convention in Johannesburg flaunted science and common sense and sought to choke that final loophole of grace and make the DDT ban total; ultimately they failed in their bid, due to the ardent pleas of malaria experts and the third world countries most affected by malaria. In addition the Stockholm Convention, Greenpeace and the World Wildlife Fund have all clamoured since the year 2000 for the total banning of DDT.

5. Why Does the DDT Ban Continue?
But if it is so patently illogical and scientifically apocryphal, why is it that the ban continues unabated?

The answer to that riddle is likely beyond even the powers of Oedipus to discover in full, and is certainly beyond the limited scope of this article. It probably has a lot to do with what Charles Wurter, the chief scientist for the Environmental Defense Fund said in October 1969: “If the environmentalists win on DDT, they will achieve a level of authority they have never had before. In a sense, much more is at stake than DDT.”11  It seems more than safe at this point to call that statement prophetic. For the green extremists to admit defeat now would be to renege in large part the authority won by the victory they achieved in the DDT war.

Perhaps this malaria holocaust is, in large part, allowed to continue because the millions who needlessly die by the disease do so outside of the scope of the roving eye of the West. DDT long ago made malaria a tropical and not a Western phenomenon, and thus the millions of third world malarial deaths have no visible faces to excite Western sympathies or funding. 

However, more fundamental than that, it appears, is the singular and sinister nature of modern environmentalism as an ideology. Professing a creed that is eminently respectful of life of such, it often happens that adherents of the green ideology come out with things that don’t jive. The scientist mentioned earlier, J. Gordon Edwards, who regularly consumed raw DDT powder before speaking about it, once called Rachel Carson’s philosophy a “lack of concern for human lives.” He continued, “She could vividly describe the death of a bird…but nowhere in the book does she even think to describe the death of a human by an insect-borne disease.” 12

And Carson, as one of the mothers of environmentalism, has left that sordid legacy behind her.

Earth First! Founder Dave Foreman’s beliefs typify that legacy. “Ours is an ecological perspective,” he said in his book Confessions of an Eco-Warrior, launching into a description worthy of Wordsworth, “that views Earth as a community and recognizes such apparent enemies as ‘disease’ (e.g. malaria) and ‘pests’ (e.g., mosquitoes) not as manifestations of evil to be overcome but rather as vital and necessary components of a complex and vibrant biosphere.”13  Unless, I presume, Mr. David Foreman happened to be the one convulsing to death.

The environmentalist movement long ago distanced itself from whatever token respect it once professed for human life and has come out instead in cooing support of panda life. This would be cute were it not murderous. 

Apparently, however, some eco-extremists are coming to recognize the deficiencies of their own ideology. Michael Shellenberger and Ted Nordhaus in their controversial essay The Death of Environmentalism allege that “Environmental groups have spent the last 40 years defining themselves against conservative values like cost-benefit accounting, smaller government, fewer regulations, and free trade, without ever articulating a coherent morality we can call our own. Most of the intellectuals who staff environmental groups are so repelled by the right's values that we have assiduously avoided examining our own in a serious way.” 14

If we are to believe these remarks of Shellenberger and Nordhaus (and I certainly do), then environmentalists have initiated and stubbornly sustained a genocidal ban on DDT, because they are “repelled” by the morality of the “right”. And like rebellious teens they would  rather react and continue to react against an established order than to consider the destruction they are leaving in their wake. 

6. DDT and Population Control
But that is certainly not yet the end of the story. One of the most revealing quotations related to the issue at hand is another by Charles Wurster, who was reported to have said in 1971, after it was pointed out to him by a reporter that the widespread usage of the pesticide DDT saved lives: “So what? People are the main cause of our problems. We have too many of them. We need to get rid of some of them…” 

Some members of the left have alleged that this quote by Wurster is false, fabricated by a disgruntled former employee of Wurster’s. And that may be so though it has hardly been proven; but either way, that statement remains in essence the clearest, bluntest expression of a theory and an attitude that has flourished ever since Thomas Malthus published his infamous work “An Essay on the Principle of Population”; individuals as diverse as Nietzsche, Hitler and Margaret Sanger have all expressed it in one form or another. 

Francis Galton, the influential British eugenicist, elucidated these ideas in a more ‘academic’ fashion in his book Memories of My Life, saying:

[Eugenics] first object is to check the birth rate of the Unfit, instead of allowing them to come into being, though doomed in large numbers to perish prematurely. The second object is the improvement of the race by furthering the productivity of the Fit by early marriages and healthful rearing of their children. Natural Selection rests upon excessive production and wholesale destruction; eugenics on bringing no more individuals into the world than can be properly cared for; and those only of the best stock. 15

It is no coincidence that population control and environmentalism have always been inextricably entwined in the grand scheme of liberal ideology. Both are founded upon an pernicious belief that man is little more than a pollutant, a scum to be prevented from interfering any more than necessary with the purity of the natural biosphere. As such it is especially difficult to believe that the fact that malaria is yet another of the scourges unleashed upon the poor and sick of the third world that goes unchecked by the Western world is merely a coincidence. 

The DDT ban, ostensibly supported by false and archaic claims of carcinogenicity, makes no sense unless the goals of environmentalist/over-population activists are taken into account. As one environmentalist commentator put it: “What I said is that the mosquitos [sic] and malaria in question acted as a natural population control. After the introduction of DDT into some areas of Africa, the population increased so much that people began starving.  Population control sounds a lot better to me than starvation and the environmental destruction caused by overpopulation.”16 

Junkscience.com claims that “In the 1960s, World Health Organization authorities believed there was no alternative to the overpopulation problem but to assure than up to 40 percent of the children in poor nations would die of malaria. As an official of the Agency for International Development stated, ‘Rather dead than alive and riotously reproducing’.” 

In short, it is much easier for the West to kill off the poor, or allow them to die at the hand of “natural” diseases, than to determine how to feed them. And that is quite true, for the mouth of a corpse doesn’t cry out to be fed. But is it right? No; a thousand times no.

The “green eco-imperialist legacy of death” mentioned above junkscience.com’s infamous malaria clock,17  which calculates over 89,000,000 malaria-ravished corpses since DDT was banned, is exactly right. But now it is time for that genocidal legacy to come to an end; it is time that environmentalists threw off their adolescent petulance, admitted their grievous wrong, learned to respect the lives of all no matter their race, creed or economic status, and again permitted Third World countries what they deserve—easy access to the desperately needed, life-saving malaria-fighting pesticide DDT.
_____________________________________________________________________________
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The Monitor:Uganda; Nunu is the Farmers Solution to Pests
15 August 2005


Judging from the size of the land Eliphaz Byabasheija owns, one would be tempted to think that he is the success story behind rural agriculture. However, Byabasheija, a resident of Rubaare in Ntungamo district, is a very frustrated man.

Having tilled the land for close to 20 years, he still fails to provide his family with a decent meal, reason being that insect pests often cause havoc on whatever food is stored. "Although food is always in plenty at the time of harvest, these pests cannot give us a chance to keep food for a long time. So, we eat most of it and by the end of the season, we are already starving," says Byabasheija . 

Pests deny farmers a chance to store their produce for longer periods. As a result, the food is either sold or consumed as soon as it is harvested, leaving the family with little or no food to carry them through the year.

The good news is, this may soon change based on the fact that a study carried out by a team of researchers at Kawanda Agricultural Research Institute (KARI) found out that Diatomeceous earth (DE), a locally available mineral also known as nunu in Alur is an excellent remedy against pests that attack stored produce. Dr Ambrose Agona, a post-harvest specialist at KARI who spearheaded the study says, "DE can be successfully used against insect pests that attack stored produce."

This comes as a relief since many farmers cannot afford pesticides. The National Agricultural Organisation (NARO) estimates crop post-harvest losses due to insect pests at 15 percent and 25 percent of the total harvest for cereals and legumes respectively.

However, these figures are even higher in rural areas. Therefore, DE presents a unique opportunity to rural farmers to control pests that have over the years been a nuisance. Not only is DE locally available in Nebbi district but it also does not require processing thus acting as a cheap natural remedy against pests. "DE has been mined and used in several pharmaceuticals, beverages, stored grains, animal feeds and swimming pool filters," says Agona.

Locally, DE is used for plastering walls as a decorative measure. In addition to this, it is highly praised for controlling termites on wood of smeared buildings. Walls of houses plastered with DE can also protect the family from mosquitoes.

Pest control practiced in most developing countries such as Uganda relies mainly on the use of imported pesticides. Although pesticides are generally profitable on direct crop returns basis, their use often leads to the contamination of terrestrial and aquatic environments.

Accidental poisoning of humans and livestock is one of the major weaknesses of pesticides. Pesticides can be dangerous. A World Health Organization and United Nations Environmental Programme report of 1989 estimated that there are 1 million human pesticide poisoning cases each year in the world, with about 20,000 deaths, mostly in developing countries.

Pest resistance and recovery is the other reason pesticides are increasingly becoming un- popular.

The problem is rendered even more difficult because few, if any, new compounds are coming to replace old insecticides.

However, with the discovery of DE, this problem may be minimized. "DE used on food is mined in its natural form and crushed into powder and screened into various grades that can be used to control of pests, ectoparasites and endoparasites in livestock and poultry," Agona says. DE is considered natural and inert in this form therefore not poisonous.

With the rising of inconsistent weather patterns, farmers need to store their produce as a food security measure and the discovery of DE therefore comes as a solution to the longstanding problem of insect pests.

As result longer periods of storage for the farm produce will be achieved.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Stuart News (Florida): Editorial: Toxic toad has grown to become a real pest
16 August 2005
If you ever met a Bufo marinus, you wouldn't forget it. They are usually big, and some grow as large as a dinner plate; warty; tan, dull green and black; and often slimy-looking. 

In 1936, when scientists from the University of Florida released these toads into the sugar-cane fields to catch beetles, they were hailed as potential heroes of agriculture. Now they are just a pest dangerous to pets. 

When an animal takes it in its mouth, the Bufo defends itself by exuding a poison slime from its body. The powerful poison can kill any animal under 40 pounds quickly. 

And that's not the only bad news with the Bufo. 

The experiment pitting the toad against the beetle didn't work well, according to Raymond Goushaw of the Herpetological Breeding Center in Fort Pierce. He said the beetles could fly, while the toads could not. 

But the toads, native to Central and South America, took to our area. They eat just about every insect they can find, as well as mice and rats, and other small animals, and could be regarded as pest controls except for the fact they also eat all our native species and pose a threat to small pets. 

The University of Florida learned from the experiment, and no longer releases natural predators to combat a local problem in the state without first testing the side effects. Unfortunately, private collectors have less self-discipline or lack understanding of their actions, and they regularly release exotic species into the environment. 

Many of our residents are bothered by the big toads, which like our canals, ditches and mowed yards, and congregate at night under light where it's easy to catch insects. The toads will also eat pet food left out in the yard. 

Local residents aren't the only ones bothered, according to a 2001 report to the Nature Conservancy on invasive species threats in the Caribbean Region: The United Nations Environment Program estimates that the toads are responsible for, or are major factors, in the extinction of 30 percent of threatened birds, and 15 percent of threatened plants. 

The bad news is there is not much that can be done about the toads. Attempts at biological controls have failed because the creatures breed prolifically. Most literature recommends humane executions by freezing them for several days, but that has to be done one-at-a-time and seems impracticable. 

Problems created by the toad, should remind everyone that often good ideas backfire when trying to fool Mother Nature. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Die Welt: Absage von FU-Präsident Lenzen an Berliner CDU 

16.08.2005

FU-Präsident Dieter Lenzen hat der Berliner CDU einen Korb gegeben. Der 57jährige Erziehungswissenschaftler erklärte gestern in einer Pressemitteilung, nicht in die Landespolitik wechseln zu wollen. Zuletzt war er CDU-intern als Spitzenkandidat für die Abgeordnetenhauswahl im Herbst 2006 ins Gespräch gebracht worden. "Ein Engagement für eine politische Partei kommt nicht in Betracht - auch deshalb nicht, weil für Berlin ein Weg gefunden werden muß, der über eine einzelne Partei hinausführt", gab Lenzen bekannt. Er wolle statt dessen weiter der Universität seine "ganze Kraft und Aufmerksamkeit zur Verfügung" stellen. Vorrangige Ziele seien dabei, nach den gravierenden Mittelkürzungen die Zukunft der Humanmedizin zu sichern, die Freie Universität im Exzellenzwettbewerb des Bundes und der Länder zu positionieren und die vielversprechenden Reformen in Forschung, Lehre und Infrastruktur fortzuführen. 

Noch am Sonnabend hatte die Spitze der Berliner CDU mit Lenzen über hochschulpolitische Fragen diskutiert. Das Treffen hatte der Kreisvorsitzende in Steglitz-Zehlendorf, Michael Braun, initiiert. Über eine Spitzenkandidatur habe man mit dem FU-Präsidenten allerdings nicht gesprochen, sagte CDU-Generalsekretär Frank Henkel. "Das sind Spekulationen. Wir sprechen mit vielen Vertretern öffentlicher Institutionen. Mit dem Thema Spitzenkandidatur beschäftigen wir uns erst wieder nach der Bundestagswahl", sagte Henkel. 

Die Absage von Lenzen kommt nicht überraschend, galt der parteilose FU-Präsident für viele Führungskräfte nicht als absolute Top-Entscheidung. Mit Lenzen sollte vielmehr ein hochrangiger Wissenschaftler die nach dem Weggang von Monika Grütters in den Bundestag verwaiste Wissenschaftspolitik unterstützen. Nach wie vor ist der ehemalige Bauminister und Leiter des UN-Umweltprogramms in Nairobi, der 67jährige Klaus Töpfer, der heißeste Anwärter auf die Spitzenkandidatur. sz
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

EuroNews: Environnement : recyclage obligatoire des déchets électroniques

16.08.2005
Recycler les ordinateurs, les GSM, les frigos, les chaînes Hi-Fi et autres équipements électriques, c'est désormais obligatoire dans toute l'Union européenne. La directive sur ce recyclage, qui date de 2003, est entrée en vigueur samedi 14 août. Les Etats doivent mettre à la disposition des citoyens européens des points de collecte. Et ce, gratuitement. D'après Bruxelles, chaque Européen produit en moyenne entre 17 et 20kg de déchets de ce type par an. Un volume qui augmente de 3 à 5% chaque année.

Or ces produits sont particulièrement polluants. Ils recèlent des substances toxiques comme le mercure et le plomb. Parmi les meilleurs élèves chez les 25 : la Belgique qui organise ces collectes depuis 2001. Sur le banc des mauvais élèves, la France et la Grande-Bretagne, qui n'ont pas communiqué à la Commission européenne les mesures prises appliquer la directive.

___________________________________________________________________________

La Libre Belgique: La situation est hors contrôle

16/08/2005
(AFP) Des dizaines de feux ravagent pour la quatrième journée des forêts.
Des dizaines de feux, qui ravagent pour la quatrième journée des forêts du Portugal, continuaient lundi de s'aggraver alors que les pompiers ne parvenaient pas à contrôler neuf foyers d'incendie et que les températures sont montées jusqu'à 40 degrés.

Quelque 1700 pompiers, disposant de 500 véhicules et de 18 avions anti-incendie, combattaient des dizaines de feux, dont neuf étaient hors de contrôle, dans les zones boisées du centre et du nord du pays. Les pompiers étaient assistés de neuf unités de soldats.

Dix-sept des dix-huit districts administratifs portugais ont été placés, lundi, en alerte «maximale» ou «très élevée», a précisé l'Agence de prévention des feux de forêt. Dimanche, seuls neuf districts étaient en alerte «maximale» et deux en alerte «très élevée», alors que le Portugal connaît sa pire sécheresse depuis 1945. Un avion anti-incendie espagnol devait venir à la rescousse de près de 300 pompiers luttant contre l'incendie qui fait rage depuis samedi près de la ville de Pampilhosa da Serra, dans le centre du pays. Les flammes, attisées par le vent, ont déjà détruit plusieurs immeubles et menaçaient quatre villages des environs. Les feux de forêts avaient repris, vendredi, dans l'ensemble du Portugal à la faveur d'une remontée des températures.

Les incendies ont déjà détruit cette année plus de 118.000 hectares de forêts et de maquis. Les experts dénoncent notamment, outre les négligences, l'agriculture et aussi les choix dictés par le souci de la rentabilité, en privilégiant les arbres qui poussent vite mais qui sont très inflammables, comme les eucalyptus et les pins.

_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Web trade threat to rare species 

15 August 2005
The illegal trade in wild animal products over the internet is driving the world's most endangered species to extinction, wildlife campaigners claim. 
An International Fund for Animal Welfare (Ifaw) probe found 9,000 live animals or products for sale in one week on trading sites like eBay. 

Ifaw claims many traders are taking advantage of the internet's anonymity. 

The UK Government says it takes wildlife crime seriously, but Ifaw urged it to act urgently. 

During a three month investigation, Ifaw found some of the world's most endangered species for sale online - almost all being traded illegally. 

Animal parts 
These included a live gorilla for sale in London and a Siberian tiger and four baby chimps on US websites. 

Animal body parts included hawksbill turtle shells, shahtoosh shawls from the Tibetan antelope and taxidermy specimens of lions, and peregrine falcons - protected by British law. 

Ivory items and traditional Asian remedies containing parts of endangered tigers and rhinos were common place. 

	
	The result is a cyber black market where the future of the world's rarest animals is being traded away. 
Phyllis Campbell-McRae 
Director IFAW UK 


The report, Caught in the Web: Wildlife Trade on the Internet, said many animals were being targeted by poachers to meet the demands of wealthy consumers. 

Ifaw UK director Phyllis Campbell-McRae said unscrupulous traders and sophisticated criminal gangs took advantage of the anonymity afforded by the internet. 

"The result is a cyber black market where the future of the world's rarest animals is being traded away. 

"This situation must be tackled immediately by governments and website owners." 

'Laws exist' 
Of the 9,000 animals and animal parts found for sale by the probe in its first week alone, 70% were from species protected by international law. 

Ifaw wants the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) to ensure that bans are enforced. 

Professor William Dutton, director of the Oxford Internet Institute, said: "Laws exist to stop the unlawful use of any communication medium, but governments and agencies need to communicate in order to address activities that span the globe." 

Endangered animals are protected under international law by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), but there are not enough resources to enforce it, the report said. 

British native wildlife law prohibits the trade all wild birds and mammals found in the UK. 

But researchers found there was a lack of understanding of the legislation. They wants Defra to provide user-friendly information on its own website. 

The report urged the department to set up a hotline for easy reporting of suspicious trade. 

Unlimited fines 
Defra welcomed the report. Biodiversity minister Jim Knight said: "The National Wildlife Crime Intelligence Unit is working closely with internet service providers to raise awareness of wildlife controls and to enhance intelligence-gathering on wildlife crime. 

"Last month, we introduced tough new penalties for people convicted of trading in endangered species, meaning they now face up to five years in prison or an unlimited fine." 

He said the penalties give police stronger powers of arrest, entry, search and seizure. 

The government was also consulting on plans to use powers under EC regulations to cut wildlife crime at home and abroad. 

Website owners are being urged to let users report their suspicions and work more closely with government and enforcement agencies. 

A spokesman for eBay said its animals policy goes beyond the law in prohibiting the sale of native and endangered species and it was working closely with the Ifaw to ensure the site remained free from illegal items. 

"If we are made aware of any listing that breaks this policy, we will end the listing and may, where appropriate, forward it to the relevant law enforcement agency for action. 

"We strongly encourage users to report illegal items to customer support." 

____________________________________________________________________________
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UNITED NATIONS NEWS SERVICE

DAILY NEWS
15 August, 2005

===================================================================

 SECRETARY-GENERAL CLOSELY FOLLOWING ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM GAZA           

 United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is following attentively the   

 process of Israeli disengagement from Gaza and the northern West Bank and  

 he is hopeful that it will be executed in a peaceful and smooth manner,    

 building on the coordination efforts of James Wolfensohn, the Quartet      

 Special Envoy for Disengagement, his spokesman said today.                 

 “The Secretary-General believes this is a moment of promise and hope.      

 Success will demand statesmanship of the highest order, on a sustained     

 basis, on the part of all concerned,” his spokesman said in a statement    

 delivered at the noon briefing at United Nations Headquarters in New York. 

 The disengagement, which is to be the first Israeli withdrawal from        

 occupied Palestinian territory, began today and is expected to last into   

 the month of October.                                                      

 Quartet members – the UN, European Union, Russia and United States – which 

 sponsored the peace plan calling for a two-State solution to the Middle    

 East crisis have been briefed by Mr. Wolfensohn about the progress         

 achieved in the past two months and the considerable work that remains     

 ahead, the statement said.                                                 

 They have been discussing the role of the international community in       

 promoting a revitalization of the peace process. They will meet in         

 mid-September to assess matters jointly, the statement added.              

In response to a question at the noon briefing for journalists, the        

 spokesman Stephane Dujarric said that the UN had pulled non-essential      

 staff out of Gaza temporarily and relocated them in Jerusalem.             

 “Those people who have been relocated perform administrative functions,    

 mostly for UNRWA (UN Relief and Works Agency), but (also) some other UN    

 agencies in Gaza. In that relocation, great care has been taken so that    

 the temporary relocations have no effect on the operational activities of  

 UN agencies working in Gaza,” Mr. Dujarric said.                           

* * *                                                                      

 ANNAN APPLAUDS SIGNING OF ACEH PEACE AGREEMENT                             

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan welcomed the signing today in  

 Helsinki of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Indonesia          

 Government and the separatist Free Aceh Movement, which is designed to end 

 nearly 30 years of conflict in the province, and he applauded both parties 

 for reaching a peaceful settlement of the dispute through dialogue.        

 Mr. Annan said in a statement issued today by his spokesman in New York    

 that he was pleased to learn that the memorandum was a comprehensive       

 agreement, covering a wide array of issues ranging from the governing of   

 Aceh and security arrangements to human rights issues. He also commended   

 former Finnish President Martti Ahtisaari for the mediation role that he   

 played throughout the negotiation process.                                 

“He sincerely hopes that the memorandum will be implemented in full, so    

 that a lasting peace can prevail in Aceh after nearly 30 years of conflict 

 there. The people in Aceh deserve a peaceful future,” the statement said.  

 Reiterating his call for both parties to demonstrate continued resolve and 

 commitment, Mr. Annan said he was encouraged to learn that monitors from   

 the European Union (EU) and a number of Association of South-East Asian    

 Nations (ASEAN) countries were being deployed as of today to Aceh as a     

 part of the Aceh Monitoring Mission.                                       

 The MoU signing follows a preliminary peace agreement reached between the  

 two parties in mid-July.                                                   

 * * *                                                                      

 ANNAN ORDERS PROBE OF UN PROCUREMENT OFFICE                                

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today commissioned a full financial and       

 internal control review of the United Nations procurement system,          

 following irregularities uncovered by both the world body’s own oversight  

 office and the UN-approved panel probing the Iraq oil-for-food programme.  

To carry out this new review, the UN will be retaining the services of an  

 independent external consultancy company. The review is expected to be     

 completed by the end of September, according to Mr. Annan’s spokesman in   

 New York.                                                                  

The third Interim Report of the Independent Inquiry Committee (IIC),       

 headed by former US Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker, last week       

 accused former procurement officer Alexander Yakovlev of soliciting        

 kickbacks. It also concluded that the former Executive Director of the UN  

 Office of the Iraq Programme, Benon Sevan, "corruptly benefited" from his  

 role in the oil-for-food-programme.                                        

Voicing deep concern at the report’s findings, Mr. Annan waived the        

 immunity of Mr. Yakovlev, and stressed that he would do the same for Mr.   

 Sevan, as soon as he receives any properly supported request from an       

 appropriate law enforcement authority. Mr. Annan also said the UN would    

 act vigorously to ensure there are no more “bad apples” in its procurement 

 department, and pledged that the corruption outlined “will not happen      

 again.”                                                                    

 As a temporary and exceptional measure, pending the completion of the      

 external review Mr. Annan placed the procurement division under the direct 

 authority of Warren Sachs, the UN Controller.                              

 At the same time, the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) is      

 continuing its investigations into Mr. Yakovlev, the former UN procurement 

 officer who has been accused of criminal wrongdoing, in close cooperation  

 with the United States Attorney’s Office, said UN spokesman Stephane       

 Dujarric.                                                                  

 Once the investigation is complete, OIOS will make separate                

 recommendations for reforms to the UN procurement system with a particular 

 focus on strengthened supervision and controls over individual procurement 

 officers.                                                                                                                                              

 “These reviews will complement a general assessment of UN procurement,     

 completed in June by the National Institute of Governmental Purchasing,    

 the results of which are being made public today,” Mr. Dujarric said. The  

 Institute – an American-based not-for-profit organization - initiated the  

 review at the UN’s request.                                                

 It compared existing procurement rules and regulations with the best       

 global practice of outside organizations and companies and contains a      

 large number of recommendations for improvements to UN procurement systems 

 and practices.                                                             

 * * *                                                                      

 UN-AFFILIATED SEABED AUTHORITY SEEKS REGULATIONS ON MINERALS OUTSIDE  NATIONAL BOUNDARIES                                                        

 The United Nations-affiliated International Seabed Authority today started 

 a two-week session with an agenda that includes developing a legal         

 framework for exploiting rich, recently discovered mineral deposits in the 

 deep ocean beyond national jurisdictions, an area called “the common       

 heritage of all mankind.”                                                  

 Meeting at its headquarters in Kingston, Jamaica, the 148-member Authority 

 will discuss a draft text from its Legal and Technical Commission          

 responding to a Russian request for rules and regulations for mineral      

 resources other than the polymetallic nodules that used to be the main     

 focus of the Authority’s work.                                             

 The Commission’s nine-part draft covers prospecting in the deep            

 non-national ocean for polymetallic sulphides and cobalt-rich crusts -     

 mineral resources that are rich in copper, iron, zinc, silver, gold and    

 cobalt. Polymetallic nodules are potato-shaped and are often found         

 partially buried in areas of the deep seabed, while polymetallic sulphides 

 are found around volcanic hot springs and ferromanganese cobalt crusts     

 occur on oceanic ridges.                                                                                                                               

 The draft says the elected, policy-making, 36-member Council must approve  

 a plan of work for each contractor for an area of no more than 10,000      

 square kilometres. The protected contract would last 15 years, with        

 contractors submitting annual progress reports. The draft also contains    

 provisions for protecting and preserving the marine environment.           

 * * *                                                                      

 FORMER TURKISH ECONOMICS MINISTER TAKES HELM AT UN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME   

 Kemal Dervis, a former Turkish Minister of Economic Affairs, Member of the 

 European Convention and World Bank executive, took office today as the new 

 Administrator of the United National Development Programme (UNDP), the     

 UN’s global development network and its largest agency.                    

 A world-renowned economist, Mr. Dervis, 56, succeeds Mark Malloch Brown,   

 who was appointed as the UN Secretary-General’s Chief of Staff in January. 

 Mr. Dervis, the first person from a country that receives development      

 assistance to hold the top post at UNDP, will also succeed Mr. Malloch     

 Brown as Chair of the UN Development Group, which coordinates the          

 international assistance and reconstruction work of UN agencies.           

Mr. Dervis starts his term as the UN gears up for the 2005 World Summit,   

 scheduled for 14 to 16 September. A central feature of the Summit will be  

 a review of progress toward achieving the Millennium Development Goals     

 (MDGs), which include cutting poverty and hunger by half, reversing the    

 spread of HIV/AIDS and ensuring that children are attend primary school,   

 by 2015.                                                                   

 Prior to joining UNDP, Mr. Dervis was a member of the Turkish Parliament.  

 In 2001 and 2002, as Turkish Minister for Economic Affairs and Treasury,   

 his reforms ended his country’s deep financial crisis.                     

 His policies sparked sustained growth and helped Turkey become eligible    

 for European Union membership. During his 22-year career at the World      

 Bank, Mr. Dervis served as Director of the Central Europe Department,      

 where he coordinated the support of the Bank and donor community to the    

 peace and reconstruction process in Bosnia.                                

In his role as Vice President for Poverty Reduction and Economic           

 Management there, he helped develop the Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers  

 initiative, aimed at expanding reforms in the poorest countries with the   

 inclusion of civil society in the policy formulation process.              

 In addition to his native Turkish, Mr. Dervis speaks fluent English,       

 French, and German. He holds a doctorate in economics from Princeton       

 University and Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees from the London School of   

 Economics.                                                                 

 Nominated by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in April, Mr. Dervis was         

 confirmed by the General Assembly in May. When announcing the nomination,  

 the Secretary-General said, “[He] combines a proven practical and          

 intellectual track record in the fields of development and international   

 finance with a passionate commitment to addressing the scourge of poverty  

 and established skills as a manager.”                                      

 * * *                                                                      

 SUDAN: UN ENVOY CONTINUES TALKS WITH SOUTHERN REBEL LEADERS, CIVIL SOCIETY 

 Resuming his efforts to help keep Sudan’s peace process on track following 

 the death of influential ex-rebel leader and first Vice-President John     

 Garang, the top United Nations envoy in Sudan has met with opposition      

 leaders in the capitol, Khartoum, and will head to strife-riven Darfur to  

 assess the humanitarian and security situation there.                      

The UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) reported that Jan Pronk, Secretary-General 

 Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, met Friday with senior members of the 

 Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) and civil society groups,        

 completing a mission he began last month but interrupted two weeks ago     

 following the helicopter crash that killed Mr. Garang.                     

 The meeting focused mainly on the Abyei Boundary Commission's report,      

 which was released in mid-July. Abyei is a disputed enclave in northern    

 Bahr el-Ghazal province, and negotiations on its status were considered a  

 main concern in the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), which in January  

 ended Sudan’s two decade war between southern-based rebels and the         

 Government. Mr. Pronk urged that the issue be dealt with as a high         

 priority item on the agenda of the Presidency.                             

Mr. Pronk left Khartoum today for a two-day visit to North and South       

 Darfur. This visit is part of regular working visits Darfur, where a       

 separate, two-year conflict has killed at least 180,000 people and         

 displaced nearly 2 million others. He is expected to discuss humanitarian  

 and security related issues with the local authorities, UN staff and       

 non-governmental organizations (NGOs) as well as with the field commanders 

 of the rebel groups.                                                       

 Meanwhile, on the humanitarian front, the UN World Food Programme (WFP)    

 has expressed concern about the chronically impoverished regions of Bahr   

 el-Ghazal in the South, and the Kordofans in central Sudan and Red Sea     

 state and Kassala in the East.                                             

At the height of the annual "hunger gap" and rainy season, WFP is          

 increasing its assistance, raising tonnages of food aid for hard-hit areas 

 across the central belt of south Sudan and in the East to give food        

 assistance to an additional 267,000 people from June to September. The     

 East and Bahr El Ghazal account for 70 per cent of the increased needs in  

 Sudan.                                                                     

 At the same time agency has warned that its response is severely hampered  

 by critical funding shortages, the late arrival of donor funds and severe  

 shortages of Jet-A1 fuel - as well as limitations on road deliveries and   

 airlifts imposed by the rainy season. These problems sabotaged WFP's       

 efforts to deliver by air and pre-position food aid before rains cut road  

 access in much of the south.                                               

 * * *                                                                      

 UN ENVOYS FOR CôTE D’IVOIRE PEACE TO MEET AFRICAN UNION MEDIATORS          

The United Nations envoys assisting with peacemaking in Côte d’Ivoire left 

 today for South Africa to undertake further talks with President Thabo     

 Mbeki, the African Union’s mediator for the Ivorian conflict, after        

 discussing the situation in the divided country with the rebel Forces      

 Nouvelles.                                                                 

 The UN Operation in Cote d’Ivoire (UNOCI) said that before the two left    

 for Pretoria the Secretary-General’s Special Representative (SRSG) and     

 UNOCI chief, Pierre Schori, and the UN election representative, Antonio    

 Monteiro, met yesterday with the Forces Nouvelles in Bouaké, north of the  

 capital.                                                                   

 Both envoys have scheduled meetings with Mr. Mbeki in Pretoria to discuss  

 the implementation of the peace plan and the preparations for the          

 elections, which are scheduled for 30 October.                             

 Early last month the Security Council noted the Declaration on the         

 implementation of the Pretoria Agreement on the peace process in Côte      

 d’Ivoire, signed on 29 June in Pretoria under the auspices of Mr. Mbeki,   

 the African Union (AU) mediator. The agreement was an effort of the        

 Ivorian parties to revive a peace process after talks faltered in April on 

 setting a timetable for elections and disarmament.                         

 The Council also affirmed its readiness, in close consultation with the AU 

 Mediation, to implement individual sanctions in a resolution which gave    

 Ivorian parties one month to get the peace process back on track, or face  

 a travel ban and asset freeze.                                             

 Fighting erupted in Côte d'Ivoire in 2002 when rebels seeking to oust      

 President Laurent Gbagbo seized the north, dividing the world's largest    

 cocoa producer in two. The Security Council set up UNOCI last year to help 

 maintain a ceasefire between Government forces, ruling the south of the    

 country, and the Forces Nouvelles, controlling the north.                  

 * * *                                                                      

 ETHIOPIA: UNICEF REPORTS JAPANESE DONATION TO FIGHT POSSIBLE MALARIA  EPIDEMIC                                                                   

 With a sharp increase in malaria cases and deaths across Ethiopia raising  

 fears of a major epidemic in the June to October malaria transmission      

 season, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today reported a $5    

 million donation from Japan to help prevent the spread of the disease and  

 wipe out polio.                                                            

 On top of the Japanese donation, the single largest to UNICEF for disease  

 prevention programmes in Ethiopia, Britain, Canada, and the United States  

 have made recent contributions to the 2005 Humanitarian Appeal but the     

 agency still requires an additional $36 million for emergency child        

 survival interventions.                                                    

 As well as helping to confront the challenge of a possible malaria         

 epidemic later this year, the Japanese contribution will also be a vital   

 boost to Ethiopia's race to contain the spread of the paralyzing polio     

 virus.                                                                                                                                                 

 The country was on the verge of eradicating the potentially paralysing     

 disease when a viral strain originating in Nigeria was identified near the 

 border with Sudan in December 2004. Fourteen additional cases have been    

 identified since then.                                                     

 The strain came from northern Nigerian states where concern among public   

 figures over vaccine safety, including rumours that it was contaminated by 

 the HIV virus or could sterilize young girls, prompted suspension of       

 immunization campaigns. They were resumed last year, but not before the    

 disease spread to more than a dozen previously polio-free countries.       

* * *                                                                      

 UN REFUGEE AGENCY REPORTS HARROWING ACCOUNTS FROM UZBEKS WHO FLED VIOLENCE 

 The United Nations refugee agency today reported harrowing tales of        

 violence during disturbances in Uzbekistan earlier this year based on      

 accounts from Uzbeks who fled to neighbouring Kyrgyzstan and are now in    

 Romania awaiting resettlement.                                             

 The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) quoted one 46-year-old woman 

 describing how she had gone to Babur Square in the eastern Uzbek town of   

 in Andijan on 13 May to express her grievances to the President about      

 various detained people as well as the difficulties of daily life in the   

 country.                                                                   

 “My young son was killed in Babur Square,” said Fatima (not her real       

 name). “The bullet went through his ear, they said. I did not see it       

 happen. I was also on the square with my other son and saw a young boy      being shot in front of me. Now when I think about my dead son, I think     

 about the young one I saw.”                                                

 Shooting suddenly started from nowhere. Before she knew it, Fatima and her 

 son were running like crazy to the only street that was not blocked by     

 buses and personnel carriers. They did not stop until they arrived at the  

 Kyrgyz border around dawn the following morning. They managed to cross     

 into Kyrgyzstan, unlike others who were reportedly shot by Uzbek security  

 officials, UNHCR said.                                                     

 Nargiza (also not her real name), 42, was at the scene of the violence,    

 too. "I went to the prison where my husband, a businessman, had been       

 imprisoned for six years. The reason? I don't know…                        

 “I heard in the prison that the President would be coming, so I went to    

 the square. When I heard a helicopter, I got excited: a chance to voice    

 our grievances. We heard speakers, and then suddenly shooting started      

 around me in the streets. I saw one neighbour in front of me. His face was 

 all bloody. Speakers urged us to leave but I was cornered.”                

 She managed to escape and also did not stop running until she arrived in   

 Kyrgyzstan at dawn. “Later I heard from others that my house had been      

 sealed: the security had come and blocked it. And two of my daughters are  

 missing. I would not dare to go home,” Nargiza said.                       

 Both women are now waiting in Timisoara, western Romania, with 437 other   

 Uzbek refugees whom UNHCR airlifted from Kyrgyzstan pending resettlement   

 in other countries.                                                        

 Another 15 remain in detention in Kyrgyzstan. UN officials have repeatedly 

 voiced fears that they could they could face torture in Uzbekistan which   

 has requested their return as criminals, and UNHCR said Kyrgyz authorities 

 have emphasized on several occasions that the group will not be deported   

 back home.                                                                 

 In June, four Uzbeks of concern to UNHCR were unlawfully deported from     

 Kyrgyzstan to Uzbekistan. Since then, neither UNHCR nor any other          

 organization or individual has had access to them. Last week, the Uzbek    

 authorities told UNHCR in a letter that the four were “self-reported       

 criminals” who had returned voluntarily and were now being held in a       

 detention facility. UNHCR, however, has been unable to visit or talk to    

 them, and remains extremely concerned about their well-being.              

 * * *                                                                      

 UN PEACE CENTRE FOR LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN EXPANDS MANDATE            

 The United Nations peace centre for Latin America and the Caribbean has    

 expanded its mandate from being a disarmament information centre to        

 managing weapons stockpiling or destruction and providing training courses 

 for law enforcement officials, politicians and non-governmental            

 organizations (NGOs), UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan says.                

“The role of the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and 

 Development in Latin America and the Caribbean has undergone substantial   

 modification since its creation in 1987,” he says in a report to a General 

 Assembly for its deliberations on security and disarmament.                

“The Centre has evolved from serving as a facilitator for the              

 implementation of regional initiatives to being a service provider for     

 States in the region, due in part to the increased variety and quantity of 

 requests from States in the region for assistance in the implementation of 

 measures for peace, disarmament and development,” it adds.                 

The Centre’s assistance efforts had been integrated into those of the UN   

 country team in Peru and into the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)      

 designed to eliminate or reduce a host of socio-economic illnesses, he     

 says.                                                                      

Among the Centre’s recent operations were destruction of 52,000 firearms   

 in Brazil, Costa Rica and Paraguay, as well as the destruction of over 96  

 tons of ammunition and explosives in Paraguay. Firearms registration and   

 licensing programmes, as well as stockpile management systems, were being  

 developed in Brazil, Costa Rica, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay.               

 Discussions were taking place between the Centre, the Organization of      

 American States (OAS) and the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission 

 (CICAD) with the firearms industry and the commercial sector, it says.     

 “The Centre has continued its public information strategy to ensure better 

 dissemination of information on security issues as well as on the role of  

 the United Nations in promoting peace, disarmament and development in the  

 region among Government representatives, the military, NGOs and civil      

 society,” Mr. Annan’s report says.                                         

* * *                                                                                                                                                  

 ‘INDISPENSABLE’ CIVIL SOCIETY CAN HELP BUILD TRUST ON KOREAN PENINSULA -  ANNAN                                                                      

Praising the crucial role civil society groups play in international       

 affairs, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has urged Korean and  

 international civic actors meeting in New York to help build the trust,    

 confidence and goodwill necessary to ensure a peninsula free of nuclear    

 weapons and to bring an end to the Korean conflict.                        

 “Your voices can help…the role of civil society at this critical stage of  

 international diplomacy is indispensable,” Mr. Annan said in a message to  

 the 2005 World Korean Forum, delivered Saturday by Aleksandr Ilitchev,     

 Senior Officer, in the UN Department of Political Affairs.                 

“We must all do our utmost to overcome the remaining hurdles in the        

 six-party talks,” he said of the recently suspended fourth round of        

 negotiations on the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea's (DPRK) nuclear 

 weapons programme. Those talks, which include Russia, China, Japan, the    

 United States, and the Republic of Korea, are set to resume in late August 

 or early September.                                                        

 “We must also do our part to generate positive momentum through the        

 inter-Korean dialogue and through development and international            

 cooperation,” he said, welcoming the goal of the Forum, which brought      

 together civil society groups from different parts of the world to express 

 their support for international efforts to achieve a secure, prosperous,   

 democratic and reunified Korean Peninsula.                                 

He also welcomed the Forum’s interest in the UN, especially at a time when 

 the Organization – in its 60th anniversary year – was working hard to      

 adapt to the challenges of the day, and to become more effective in        

 realizing the aspirations of Member States and the world's people, as      

 enshrined in its Charter.                                                  

 Saying that the UN was committed to doing everything possible to support   

 and promote encouraging trends in the Peninsula, and to strengthen overall 

 security in Northeast Asia, Mr. Annan urged the Forum’s participants to be 

 bold and constructive in their deliberations. “With creativity, vision and 

 courage, we can achieve durable peace and a bright future for the Korean   

 Peninsula,” he added.                                                      

 * * *                                                                      

UN REFUGEE AGENCY HELPS SPEED UP REPATRIATION OF LIBERIANS IN NIGERIA      

 The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) is helping to accelerate the repatriation of 

 thousands of Liberian refugees who their country the during its 14-year    

 civil conflict.                                                                                                                                        

 As part of the effort, UNHCR also took part in the first meeting of the    

 Tripartite Commission meeting last week in Monrovia with the Governments   

 of Liberia and Nigeria aimed at dealing with issues observed during the    

 implementation of repatriation activity since Liberian refugees in Nigeria 

 first started going home.                                                  

 “This Tripartite forum definitely offers an excellent opportunity for both 

 governments to exchange views and discuss ways to accelerate the           

 repatriation process and come up with recommendations to meet the          

 challenges facing the repatriation exercises” said UNHCR Representative    

 Mengesha Kebede at the opening program in Monrovia on Thursday. “UNHCR     

 will continue to plays it role,” he added.                                 

 The Tripartite Agreements signed in June 2005 between representatives of   

 the Governments of Nigeria, Liberia and UNHCR in Abuja, Nigeria, spell     

 out, among other things, the rights of Liberian refugees to freely choose  

 to repatriate and the modalities of the repatriation movement, such as     

 immigration procedures.                                                    

 Since the launch of the UNHCR repatriation exercise, 976 of the 6,000      

 Liberian refugees in Nigeria have been assisted to go home mainly by       

 commercial flights.                                                        

 * * *                                                                      

 DR OF CONGO: BATTALION OF UN MISSION SETS UP AND SUPERVISES NEW CLINICS    

 The Indian battalion of the United Nations peacekeeping mission in the     

 Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is channelling supplies from UN         

 agencies to medical camps in the eastern region for people displaced by    

 the conflict which rebel groups resumed and abandoned early last month.    

 The battalion, IndBatt-1, set up the camps along the critical              

 Kiwanja-Ishasha-Nyakakoma axis in North Kivu as part of its "Operation     

 Dove Flight" two weeks ago, before non-governmental organizations (NGOs)   

 and UN agencies moved into the area.                                       

 The Nyakakoma medical camp alone treated 216 men, women and children on    

 the day it opened. IndBatt-1’s Major Sanjay Ghodmare said the majority of  

 his patients in Nyakakoma were suffering from malaria, scabies and         

 diarrhoea because of the unhygienic conditions in the bush where they hid. 

 The UN World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Mission in the DRC’s (MONUC)  

 IndBatt-1 continuously assess the amount of aid required for some 5,000    

 internally displaced people (IDPs), the mission said.                      

 In the flare-up, several villages were captured by rebel Mayi-Mayi militia 

 members, fighting alongside the Hutu-dominated rebel Interahamwe of        

 Rwanda, but the areas were recaptured by the Armed Forces of DRC (FARDC)   

 and IndBatt-1, the mission said.                                           

* * *                                                                      

 ‘DRASTICALLY UNDER-FUNDED’ UN FOOD PLAN FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA RECEIVES US BOOST                                                                      

 Faced with drastic under-funding of its efforts to feed more than 8        

 million people in urgent need of help in Southern Africa, the United       

 Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today hailed an American donation of    

 more than $50 million, the second biggest contribution ever made to its    

 operations in the region.                                                  

 “By stepping in early with such a sizeable donation, the United States is  

 among the first donors to enable WFP to respond effectively to the needs   

 of millions of people, especially vulnerable children, before their needs  

 become critical,” WFP Executive Director James Morris said, noting that    

 the agency still needs more than $200 million.                             

 “It can take up to four months to get food to the most vulnerable – and as 

 we are seeing yet again in West Africa, the world cannot afford to wait    

 until the last minute to pledge support,” he added, stressing that timely  

 aid prevents hungry people from becoming starving people.                  

 The threat posed by the food shortages is so serious that UN               

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan last week wrote to 27 Heads of State as well  

 as the African Development Bank and the European Union (EU) to alert them  

 to the fact that millions of people will go hungry in Southern Africa      

 unless donations are immediately made.                                     

 WFP said today that its operations in the region are “drastically          

 under-funded” and even after the US contribution, it needs $212 million    

 through to March to support people whose crops failed this year, children  

 in school, people suffering the effects of HIV/AIDS, and nutrition         

 programmes for pregnant and lactating mothers.                             

 The $51.8 million donation will allow WFP to feed the neediest people,     

 including those affected by HIV/AIDS, before the lean season starts in     

 December. Recent assessments show that at least as 10.7 million people may 

 need help over the year ahead, particularly if governments are unable to   

 maintain minimum maize prices for the poorest people.                      

 WFP is planning to aid more than 8 million people worst affected by the    

 prolonged dry spell that destroyed much of this season's harvest. The      

 situation for many is compounded by the world's highest HIV/AIDS adult     

 rates, rapidly increasing numbers of orphans, chronic poverty, and         

 weakened ability for governments to respond.                               

 At the height of the 2006 lean season, WFP needs to feed 245,000 people in 

 Lesotho, 2 million in Malawi, 850,000 in Mozambique, 230,000 in Swaziland, 

 1.2 million in Zambia, and just over 4 million in Zimbabwe. But its        

 ability to carry out these operations entirely depends upon voluntary      

 international contributions.                                               

 “We always raise the alarm in plenty of time, but it's rare to receive     

 enough food to cover critical food needs at the right time,” Mr. Morris    

 said. “We are always behind the ball trying to reach people in need.       

 Timely contributions like the one given by the United States go a long way 

 to helping hungry people before they become starving people.”              

* * *                                                                      

 SRI LANKA: UN TSUNAMI ENVOY CLINTON HOPES ASSASSINATION WILL NOT RENEW   FIGHTING                                                                   

 Condemning the “brutal and criminal” assassination of Sri Lanka’s Foreign  

 Minister, former United States President Bill Clinton, United Nations      

 Special Envoy overseeing recovery efforts from December’s devastating      

 Indian Ocean tsunami, has appealed to the people of the south Asian island 

 state to avoid renewed hostilities.                                        

 “I am shocked and personally saddened by the assassination of Sri Lanka's  

 Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar,” Mr. Clinton said in a statement.    

 “Since December 26, 2004, the people of Sri Lanka have demonstrated        

 enormous courage and determination in their efforts to promote recovery in 

 the aftermath of the tsunami,” he added.                                   

“The ceasefire in Sri Lanka has helped foster an environment conducive to  

 reconstruction, and I hope that the people of Sri Lanka will persevere in  

 their efforts to avoid a renewal of hostilities.”                          

 Two months ago, Mr. Clinton voiced the hope that the disaster would usher  

 in a new chapter in the peace process in Sri Lanka, where the Government   

 and Tamil separatists have waged a decades-old war, thereby making it      

 easier for aid to be distributed and reconstruction to take place.         

 In a statement released by his office, former United States President Bill 

 Clinton, UN Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery, also welcomed the signing  

 of the agreement.                                                          

“In the aftermath of the tsunami, the daunting recovery challenges in the  

 region have underscored the critical importance of political               

 reconciliation in Aceh, and I hope this agreement will lead to the peace   

 and stability so critical to the reconstruction process,” the statement    

 said.                                                                      

* * *                                                                      

 DESPITE GOOD RAINS SO FAR THIS YEAR, ERITREA WILL NEED FOOD AID THROUGH   2006 - UN                                                                  

 Just over half of this year’s $156 million appeal for Eritrea has been     

 received or pledged and despite a good main rainy season so far after five 

 years of drought, the Horn of Africa country will need food aid throughout 

 2006, according to a United Nations assessment of the situation up to the  

 end of July.                                                               

 “Despite hopeful trends, widespread and severe food insecurity persists in 

 the country,” the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs ( 

 OCHA) said. “Cereal prices continue to rise and the prevalence of          

 malnutrition remains unacceptably high in the majority of the country.”    

 At present, 1.2 million of the estimated 2.3 million needy people are      

 receiving food aid, many of them at only 60 per cent of ration size. With  

 the current level of distribution, available food stocks would last until  

 October.                                                                   

 Despite the positive trends in rainfall, the National Food Information     

 System (NFIS) estimates that it will take three to four consecutive good   

 rainy seasons for true recovery in agriculture and livestock sectors as    

 well as in groundwater, OCHA added.                                        

“In view of this, it is very important to note that a good harvest will    

 not automatically result in the restoration of food security in Eritrea,”  

 OCHA said. Five years of drought and the lingering effects of the two-year 

 border war with Ethiopia have stretched coping mechanisms of large groups  

 of the population to extreme limit.                                        

 Considering the difficulty of access by truck to specific areas during the 

 rainy season, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) has been pre-positioning   

 and pre-distributing food to some 229,000 drought- and war-affected        

 beneficiaries.                                                                                                                                         

 * * *                                                                      
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Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.

**SG Statement - Israeli Disengagement
I’ll start off with a statement on the Israeli disengagement from Gaza:

“The Secretary-General is following attentively the process of Israeli disengagement from Gaza and the northern West Bank, which begins today and is expected to last into the month of October.  This is to be the first Israeli withdrawal from Occupied Palestinian Territory. 

“The Secretary-General is hopeful that it will be executed in a peaceful and smooth manner, building on the coordination efforts of James Wolfensohn, the Quartet Special Envoy for Disengagement. 

“Quartet members have been briefed by Mr. Wolfensohn about the progress achieved in the past two months and the considerable work that remains ahead.  They have been discussing the role of the international community in promoting a revitalization of the peace process on the basis of the Road Map.  The Quartet members will meet in mid-September to assess matters jointly. 

“The Secretary-General believes this is a moment of promise and hope.  Success will demand statesmanship of the highest order, on a sustained basis, from all parties concerned.”

And, the full statement is available upstairs. 

**SG Statement on Aceh Peace Talks
I also have a statement on the peace accord reached in Aceh:  

“The Secretary-General welcomes the signing today in Helsinki of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of Indonesia and the Free Aceh Movement.  He applauds both parties for reaching a peaceful settlement of the dispute through dialogue.  He commends Martti Ahtisaari for the mediation role that he played throughout the negotiation process. 

“The Secretary-General is pleased to learn that the Memorandum of Understanding is a comprehensive agreement, covering a wide array of issues, ranging from the governing of Aceh and security arrangements to human rights issues. 

“He sincerely hopes that the MoU will be implemented in full, so that a lasting peace can prevail in Aceh after nearly 30 years of conflict there.  The people in Aceh deserve a peaceful future. 

“The Secretary-General reiterates his call for both parties to demonstrate continued resolve and commitment throughout the implementation of the MoU.  In this connection, he is encouraged to learn that the monitors from the 
European Union and a number of ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) countries are being deployed as of today in Aceh as a part of the Aceh Monitoring Mission.”

And, the full statement is available upstairs.  

** Sudan
From Sudan, the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) reports that Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, flew to Darfur today to meet with leaders of rebel groups and non-governmental organizations.  The visit is meant to complete a mission that was started last month but that he had to interrupt after the death of former Vice-President John Garang. 

** C ôte d’Ivoire
And from Côte d’Ivoire, UN envoys in Côte d’Ivoire met with rebel forces over the weekend and today are heading to South Africa for conferences with South African President Thabo Mbeki, the mediator of the Ivorian conflict.

The UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire reports that the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Pierre Schori, and the UN’s electoral representative, Antonio Monteiro, met with the Forces Nouvelles in Bouaké, north of the capital, on Sunday.  

And, both envoys have scheduled meetings with President Mbeki in Pretoria to discuss implementation of the peace plan, as well as preparations for elections, which are scheduled for October 30.  

**Procurement Division
And, I have an update for you on the procurement division here at the UN:

Following the irregularities uncovered in the Procurement Service by both the UN’s Office for Internal Oversight Services (OIOS), as well as the Independent Inquiry Committee into the oil-for-food programme, the Secretary-General has decided to commission a full financial and internal control review of the UN’s current procurement system.  

To carry out this new review, the United Nations will be retaining the services of an independent external consultancy company.  The review is expected to be completed by the end of September.  

Due to the seriousness of the situation, the Secretary-General has also asked Mr. Warren Sach, the UN Controller, to assume direct oversight over the Procurement Service.  This is a temporary and exceptional measure, pending the completion of the external review.

At the same time, OIOS is continuing its investigations into Mr. Alexander Yakovlev, the former UN procurement officer who has been accused of criminal wrongdoing.  And, that investigation continues in close cooperation with the US Federal Attorney for the Southern District of New York.  

Once the investigation is complete, OIOS will make separate recommendations for reforms to the UN procurement system, with a particular focus on strengthened supervision and controls over individual procurement officers.  

These reviews will complement a general assessment of UN procurement, completed in June by the National Institute of Governmental Purchasing, the results of which are being made public today.  And, that report will be available in my Office upstairs.  

The Institute, which is an American-based not-for-profit organization, initiated the review at the UN’s request.  It compared existing procurement rules and regulations with the best global practice of outside organizations and companies and contains a large number of recommendations for improvements to UN procurement systems and practices.  

The report will also be posted on the UN’s public website (ref: http://www.un.org/reform/).

The Secretary-General will implement expeditiously all the recommendations arising from all these reviews and investigations into the UN’s procurement operations.

And, that will be released as a “Note to Correspondents” and will be available upstairs.  

*SG Statement - Sri Lanka
On Friday, we issued a statement on behalf of the Secretary-General on the assassination of Sri Lanka's Foreign Minister, Lakshman Kadirgamar.  And, I’ll just read it into the record:

“The Secretary-General was shocked and saddened to learn of the killing, deplored in the strongest of terms the criminal and senseless act, and hoped that the perpetrators will be found and brought to justice. 

“The Secretary-General also hoped that this tragedy would not weaken the commitment of the people of Sri Lanka to achieve a durable peace.”

And, the full statement is available upstairs. 

** Clinton Statement - Sri Lanka
And, also, a statement was issued by the UN Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery, former President Bill Clinton, on the assassination.  

And, we also expect to have a statement from Mr. Clinton on the peace accord reached in Aceh.

**OCHA - FYROM
And, from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, it reports that it is providing emergency funds to The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, following flooding in that country.  And, there is a note on that available up stairs. 

** Noon Guest Tomorrow
And, finally tomorrow, our guest will be Kemal Derviş, the new Administrator of the UN Development Programme, and he will be introduced here by the Deputy Secretary-General.

And that is it for me.  Any questions?
**Questions and Answers
Question:  Is the OIOS inquiry into Mr. Yakovlev looking at other people in the department, as well?

Spokesman:  The focus is on Mr. Yakovlev and his work in the department.  I think, as to who and what they’re looking is obviously up to them to decide.  But, that investigation is continuing.  

Question:  Steph, I just wanted to ask you -- earlier in this room today, we had a briefing from the Ambassador of Israel, Dan Gillerman, and he mentioned a number of things specifically about high schools and pre-schools being closed but not demolished.  And, I know that UNRWA works heavily with the Palestinian school system.  Would there be any possibility of having an UNRWA representative brief us here in this room regarding UNRWA and the future…?

Spokesman:  I’ll ask.  I’d be happy to ask for you.

Question:  Do you have any reaction to these reports of the Secretary-General’s brother’s involvement in oil-for-food and so forth?

Spokesman:  The only thing I can tell you is to confirm that the Secretary-General does have a brother named Kobina Annan, who is the Ghanaian Ambassador to Morocco.  As to whether or not he’s being questioned by investigators of the IIC, I have no comment, and you’d have to ask Mr. Volcker’s office.

Question:  Who is the gentleman who is taking over procurement, whom you just announced.
Spokesman:  On a temporary basis, Warren Sach, who is the current UN Controller.
Question:  And, what is the external consultancy company that’s going to do the review, and can you tell us anything more about, I guess, the terms of their hiring.  Is there a budget for this, or a time frame?

Spokesman:  The time frame is by the end of September.  That study will focus on internal controls and financial management of the procurement division.  It’s more of a retrospective look at decisions and behaviours in the procurement division.  And, it has not yet been chosen, but that will happen shortly.

Question:  On the same issue, why is it, more than a year after the oil-for-food scandal broke, to put in place this procurement review, overhaul?  I mean, shouldn’t this have been done by the day after everybody knew what was going on?

Spokesman:  Already, months ago, we had undertaken a broader review of the procurement division, and that’s the report that I alluded to of the National Government Institute, which will be making recommendations.  The big impetus for this announcement is obviously Mr. Yakovlev’s case, which was unearthed by OIOS and involves quite a substantial amount of money.  

Question:  Mr. Yakovlev, I mean, that story, has been on the news for probably two or three months, but Annan’s son’s case has been in the papers for a year, and that has clearly something to do with procurement.  My point is -- why did they wait so long?  This is part of all of the criticism of the Organization -- there is no reaction…

Spokesman:  We had undertaken a review of the Procurement Division months ago.  Obviously, the case of Mr. Yakovlev shows that whatever measures and safeguards that had been in place need to be looked at again, and procedures need to be tightened.  Any other questions?
Question:  Do you know if the Secretary-General has spoken to his brother since these revelations in the Times?

Spokesman:  No, I do not.

Question:  On Iraq, do you have any update on whether the Constitution is being delayed?

Spokesman:  No, we’re obviously taking a look at the situation very closely with Mr. Qazi.  The discussions are ongoing and we’re following them very closely.  These discussions are still going on, and I think the Secretary-General’s message to all the parties is to urge compromise. 

Question:  Are any other members of the Annan family being investigated regarding oil-for-food?  Or, let me put it another way. Does the Secretary-General know about somebody else in his family that might have a connection with oil-for-food?

Spokesman:  Who is being questioned by oil-for-food and when is a question for Mr. Volcker to answer.

Question:  I’m asking about the Secretary-General.  Does he know, when did he know about his brother’s alleged involvement in…
Spokesman:  As far as I know -- first of all, we don’t know if Mr. Volcker is actually questioning it.  So, it’s… (talkover) and so I don’t know and we don’t know.  All I can tell you is that Kobina Annan is, in fact, the Ambassador of Ghana to Morocco.  Further than that, I have no other information.  

Question:  Back to Gaza.  There was some conflicting information over the weekend about pulling UN staff out or not.  What’s the situation with that?

Spokesman:  Yes, the UN has pulled non-essential international staff temporarily out of Gaza; relocated them in Jerusalem.  Those people who had been relocated perform administrative functions -- mostly for UNRWA, but also for other UN agencies in Gaza.  In that relocation, great care has been taken so that the temporary relocations had no effect on the operational activities of UN agencies working in Gaza.

Thank you very much.
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Skies Smeared Grey (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Philippine_Daily_Inquirer:" ��Philippine Daily Inquirer�)


We need to act right away (� HYPERLINK  \l "_New_Strait_Times" ��New Strait Times�) 





Cutting Costs With Cleaner Production (� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_Monitor_(Kampala):Cutting" ��The Monitor�)


Zu fairen Bedingungen (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Die_Tageszeitung:_Zu" ��Die Tageszeitung�)


Green Hands Dipped In Blood: The DDT Genocide (� HYPERLINK  \l "_LifeSiteNews.com:Green_Hands_Dipped" ��LifeSiteNews.co�m)


Uganda; Nunu is the Farmers Solution to Pests (� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_Monitor:Uganda;_Nunu" ��The Monitor�)


Editorial: Toxic toad has grown to become a real pest (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Stuart_News_(Florida):" ��Stuart News�)





Absage von FU-Präsident Lenzen an Berliner CDU (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Die_Welt:_Absage" ��Die Welt�)
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