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· Pollution: la nappe toxique atteint Khabarovsk en Russie (Nouvel Observateur)
· Dam Stops Toxic River Spill in China (Associated Press)
· Technology to make ships green (BBC)
· EU Commission Proposes Stricter Emissions Standards for Cars (Associated Press)
· A Design That's Anti-Faith (Washington Post) 
· Primordial comet dust to drop to Earth in January (Reuters)
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Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  22 December 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  22 December 2005
Canada TV: Wicked weather dominates 2005 headlines
Mary Nersessian, CTV.ca News

22.12.2005

It was the year ousted Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein began to stand trial, the year Pope John Paul died, ending his 26-year papacy, and the year Prince Charles defied royal convention to marry his long-time love Camilla.

But a little lady by the name of Mother Nature trumped them all. In 2005, wicked weather dominated headlines across the globe.

Indeed, the images of anguished survivors overcome by the death of their loved ones after massive waves engulfed entire communities in tsunami-ravaged Southeast Asia reverberated across the globe.

Just as unforgettable were the reports of rioting and looting that erupted in the historic city of New Orleans, among desperate survivors who were fighting to stay alive after Hurricane Katrina hit.

And equally memorable were the gripping accounts from victims of villages and towns in Iran, Indonesia, and Pakistan reduced to rubble by powerful earthquakes.

For the fear of Mother Nature unleashing her fury is one that knows no borders.

According to records maintained by members of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), 2005 was the worst Atlantic hurricane season, with the most named tropical storms (26), most hurricanes (14), most top-category hurricanes (5) and most expensive hurricane damage.

This year also saw the warmest Caribbean waters, where higher temperatures caused the extensive bleaching of coral reefs.

And every bit as significant, researchers from NASA's Goddard Institute forecasted this month that 2005 will surpass 1998 to become the hottest year on record in 125 years.

"The observed rapid warming thus gives urgency to discussions about how to slow greenhouse gas emissions," NASA researchers said this month, in noting warming has accelerated and is now boosting the mercury every decade by more than 0.3 degrees Fahrenheit.

WMO urges perspective
Still, Dr. Maryam Golnaraghi, chief of natural disaster prevention and mitigation programme of the WMO, warns that meteorological record-keeping records must be put into perspective.

Citing the Atlantic hurricane season as an example, Golnaraghi said there were indeed a record number of named hurricanes.

"However, we cannot say this year was exceptional when you look at the history of occurrence of hurricanes in the Atlantic," Golnaraghi told CTV.ca in a telephone interview from Geneva.

She pointed out that while the Atlantic hurricane season was eventful, hurricane activity in the northeast Pacific and northwest Pacific was considered to be below-average.

Indeed, Golnaraghi noted that there is only about 120 or 130 years of meteorological data, "of which the last 70 years is really reliable data."

Still, climate scientists say it was no coincidence that 2005 saw an unprecedented litany of weather extremes.

Many are now convinced widespread climate change is directly linked to increasing atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases generated by human activities, such as burning fossil fuels (coal, oil and natural gas) and through deforestation and land degradation. 

The atmosphere now holds more than one-third more carbon dioxide than it did before the Industrial Revolution.

But Golnaraghi warns against assertions that link climate change to natural disasters.

"I can tell you that there is a tremendous amount of uncertainty in these statements. We do not have any definitive scientific answers to this. This is truly an area of intense research," she said.

"Just to put it very bluntly: we really don't know, and this is an area that scientists are exploring more intensely."

What is for certain, Golnaraghi said, is that the devastating tsunami has demonstrated all nations must operate "complete early warning systems" to reduce the impact of potential disasters.

Early warning systems are agencies that are implemented to monitor the earth, atmosphere, and the ocean, and to provide analysis.

When these systems forecast dangers, meteorological agencies are alerted to potential hazards and the warning information is disseminated to the authorities, at which point the country is responsible for the population at risk.

The good news, Golnaraghi said, is that several countries are starting to develop legislation that recognizes the importance of emergency preparedness and planning.

Largest financial losses
Not only did 2005 see a series of weather extremes, it marked the largest financial losses ever as a result of the natural disasters.

According to statistics presented to the UN Climate Change Conference, more than $200 billion US was recorded in financial losses, compared to $145 billion in 2004. 

"The best form of adaptation is to reduce the world's emissions by embracing a revolution in the way we use rather than abuse energy and by dramatically boosting energy efficiency and using technologies and techniques already available or at our finger tips," UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the conference of the statistics prepared by the Munich Re Foundation, part of one of the world's leading re-insurance companies. 

The figures are being linked by many in the industry with climate change as a result of human-made emissions. 

"There is a powerful indication from these figures that we are moving from predictions of the likely impacts of climate change to proof that it is already fully underway," Munich Re Foundation chief executive Thomas Loster, said. 

"Above all, these are humanitarian tragedies and show us that, as a result of our impacts on the climate, we are making people and communities everywhere more vulnerable to weather-related natural disasters," he added. 

A look at the biggest natural disasters since the tsunami at the end of 2004.
· Dec. 26, 2004 - A 9.15-magnitude earthquake sent giant waves crashing into coastal areas of Southeast Asia. According to the latest numbers, more than 230,000 are dead and missing as a result of the tsunami disaster.

· Feb. 22, 2005 – A powerful 6.4-magnitude earthquake strikes the town of Zarand about 700 km southeast of Tehran, Iran. More than 600 are killed, and more than 1,400 wounded.+

· March 28 - Nearly 1,000 people are killed after a quake of magnitude 8.7 strikes the coast of Sumatra, Indonesia -- close to the spot where the quake that triggered the tsunami was centred.

· June – Record-high floodwaters kill more than 500 people in parts of southern and eastern China, and force the emergency relocation of 2.46 million people across the country. 

· July/Aug - More than 1,000 people are killed -- mostly drowned and buried by landslides in India -- after a day of the heaviest rainfall ever recorded in the western Indian state of Maharashtra on July 26. 

· Aug. 29 - Hurricane Katrina slams into Louisiana and Mississippi with 224-kilometre-per-hour winds and a nine-metre storm surge. Katrina killed more than 1,200 people and caused at least $80 billion US of damage, making it the costliest hurricane on record. 

· Oct 8 - At least 73,000 people are killed by a 7.6-magnitude quake that strikes about 100 km northeast of Islamabad in the forested mountains of Pakistani Kashmir. 

· Oct 17-24 - Hurricane Wilma, which became the most intense Atlantic hurricane ever recorded, and the season's record-tying 21st storm, gained strength on the warm waters of the northwest Caribbean Sea, strengthening rapidly into a Category 5 hurricane. Wilma killed at least four people in Mexico, 12 in Haiti, one in Jamaica and 21 people in Florida. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

New York Times: Pollution May Slow Warming; Cleaner Air May Speed It, Study Says 

22.1202005 
Pollution may be slowing global warming, researchers are reporting today, and a cleaner environment may soon speed it up.

Writing in the journal Nature, an international scientific team provides evidence suggesting that a reduction in haze from human causes may accelerate warming of the earth's atmosphere. The researchers said pollutants had held down the rate of global warming by absorbing and scattering sunlight. 

''If people clean up the air, more warming will come blazing through,'' Jim Coakley, a professor of atmospheric sciences at Oregon State University in Corvallis, said yesterday in a telephone interview. Nature selected Dr. Coakley to write a commentary on the study.

The scientists, who work for government agencies in Britain and the United States, made the finding after adding satellite-based measurements of haze to computer models estimating the consequences of industrial emissions of aerosols, or airborne particles.

Haze scatters and absorbs some sunlight, keeping it from reaching the ground, and this cooling effect is stronger than many scientists had believed, the study says. The cooling offsets about one-third of the warming from the use of fossil fuels and other manmade causes, the study says.

''Consequently, continued aerosol emission controls may lead to a stronger warming than current model predictions,'' the researchers wrote.

Global temperatures are already about seven-tenths of a degree Fahrenheit higher than they were in the 1880's, Dr. Coakley said, and expected further warming may mean that within decades, summers will be about a month longer than they are now.

The new estimate of the cooling effect of haze is at the high end of ranges cited by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a study group created by the United Nations Environment Program and the World Meteorological Organization.

But Dr. Coakley noted that the science was still complicated and that other factors remained to be measured, including the cooling effect of sunlight reflections from water droplets associated with haze, as distinct from the haze itself. Reducing haze would eliminate the droplets and remove yet another source of cooling, he said.

''This is a brave effort,'' he said of the new report. ''But let's see what others come up with now.'' 

In 1995, Paul Crutzen, Mario Molina and F. Sherwood Rowland received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for explaining how the ozone shield, which screens out harmful radiation, is damaged by industrial gases.
____________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times: Little clarity on how aid gets spent
By Shawn Donnan in Jakarta 
23.12.2005
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When Jan Egeland, the United Nations top disaster official, announced in March that PwC, the professional services firm, would help monitor the expenditure of funds collected under the UN's $1.1bn tsunami "flash appeal" he offered a simple gauge for what would result. The new system, he said, would mean that "my aunt can go in and can see how her money for Unicef (the UN children's fund) is being spent".

Mr Egeland had good reasons for pledging transparency. UN officials cite Paul Volcker's investigation into corruption in the UN's oil-for-food programme, well under way when last December's tsunami struck, as part of the impetus. So too was the sheer size of the outpouring from companies, governments, and individuals worldwide in response to the tsunami and the responsibilities that came with that.

Yet a year after the disaster Mr Egeland's aunt would have a difficult time learning very much. Not unless, as a senior UN official puts it, Mr Egeland has a "very smart aunt". Or, "she is very patient", adds a senior official with a large aid agency. Mr Egeland contends only that nine months later his aunt "would be happy with a work in progress".
A year after the tsunami, pledges of transparency and accountability for the UN's appeal appear a long way from being realised. This is primarily blamed on duelling UN bureaucracies and accounting methods plus what in many cases appears to be institutional paranoia.

"The good news is that it's the best [financial] tracking ever. The bad news is that it's not good enough," Mr Egeland conceded in an interview this week.

According to the UN's publicly available figures, as of yesterday more than $635m (€530m, £360m) of the $1.1bn pledged had been spent on areas such as "food" ($152.6m), "co-ordination and support services" ($106.5m), "health" ($94.7m), and "shelter and non-food items" ($84.6m). What is harder to determine is how that money has actually been spent, according to a two-month investigation by the Financial Times.

Mr Egeland argues that procedures are changing. "In a few years from now there will be a whole different degree of openness," he says. For the time being, however, there is no publicly accessible information detailing how much of the flash appeal - only a small portion of the more than $13bn raised for tsunami relief worldwide according to UN estimates - has gone to $10,000-a-month consultants or administrative overheads as opposed to the delivery of relief supplies, for example. The only way to get financial details of what in some cases are $100m projects with titles such as "emergency support for basic education" is to approach each of the 39 agencies listed in the appeal, UN officials say.

The FT approached many of those agencies. Some declined, or ignored, requests for information. Others offered incomplete or, as with the UN Environment Programme, "preliminary, unconfirmed and unofficial" expenditure data.

Information often took weeks to obtain. Mr Egeland's own agency, the UN Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs, OCHA, had still to provide numbers at the time of going to press.

An initial request for information from Unicef was sent on October 20. But it was not until this week that the agency provided details of the $169.5m it had spent as of November 1, almost 20 per cent of which went on staff and administrative or related costs.

The UN Development Programme said it had spent $82.5m of the $120.2m it received under the flash appeal as of December 8. Five per cent of the $120.2m was allocated to administrative overheads while staff salaries amounted to $1.4m.

William Orme, the UNDP's lead spokesman in New York, said that absent from those costings, however, were the salaries of the highly paid consultants who do much of the UNDP's field work.

The World Food Programme had spent more than $215m of the flash appeal distributing food to tsunami victims by the end of October, 18 per cent of which went to staff salaries, administrative overheads, and vehicles and equipment. The UNHCR, the UN's refugee agency, disclosed that $2.5m of the $11.2m - or 22 per cent - of what it had spent in Indonesia by the end of October went on staff and administrative costs. The World Health Organisation said that by early December 32 per cent of the $49m it had spent had gone on personnel costs, administrative overheads, or associated "miscellaneous" costs.

It is difficult to say how those costs compare with private sector aid agencies. According to Alex Jacobs, director of Mango, a UK-based non-profit organisation that offers accounting advice to aid agencies, no international standards exist for either what constitute reasonable overhead costs or their disclosure. And what is disclosed by aid agencies is often "meaningless", he said.

Oxfam declined to provide details of its tsunami expenditure, although in a report this month it said that it had spent 10 per cent of donations on administration costs.

It appears the disaster-relief world has a long way to go before it catches up with the private sector. Even if, as Eric Schwartz, UN tsunami envoy Bill Clinton's deputy at the UN, says: "We should be as accountable - if not more accountable - as the private sector."

____________________________________________________________________________

Al Bawaba (Jordan):Emirates Bank’s Sponsored Nature Network Attends the TUNZA International Youth Conference, India 

[also in AME Info, Strategiy ( both UAE)]

22.12.2005

In conjunction with the Environmental Club at the American University of Sharjah, the highlight of the Nature Network’s October 2005 activities was the students’ attendance of the TUNZA International Youth Conference.

The Nature Network is an organization sponsored by meUNIVERSITY (Emirates Bank’s tailored banking package for university students).  Set-up and run by university students, the Nature Network aims to increase the level of environmental awareness and bring focus to the critical conservation issues in the UAE.

Louis Scotto, Emirates Bank General Manager- Retail Banking commented, “ We at meUNIVERSITY are very pleased to be the support behind such a worthy and beneficial organisation.  We believe that conferences such as the TUNZA International Youth Conference are the perfect platform for potential environmental leaders to develop and progress.”

Held from the 12th to the 18th October 2005 in Bangalore, India, the event- one of the key events under UNEP’s (United Nations Environment Programme) TUNZA program- was organized by the (UNEP) and the Centre for Environment Education (CEE) of India, in partnership with BAYER AG of Leverkussen, Germany.

The environment is under constant threat from an array of factors that are associated with the daily pattern of life. Attending the TUNZA International Youth Conference gave the Nature Network students from the UAE the opportunity to connect with 150 like-minded young people from 67 different countries from around the world.

The main aim of the conference was to engage today’s youth in various environmental activities. This year’s conference adopted the theme ‘Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) and Cooperation Among Youth Organizations’.  Participants focused on 3 major MDG’s: to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; to promote gender equality and empower women and finally, to ensure environmental sustainability.

Burhan Buchi  a Nature Network member, American University of Sharjah student, and UAE Advisor on the TUNZA Advisory council represented the UAE in ensuring environmental sustainability as per its close association with the mission of the Nature Network. He was one of the many delegates aged 15 to 24 from around the world who interacted with one another and their representative networks in order to implement various ideas in their own countries.

According to Burhan, “The TUNZA Conference demonstrated the dedication of today's young activists for a more environmentally sustainable world; a world where there is no hunger and a world where gender is not a base for differentiation. My experience gained from the conference helped me realizing that I am only a very small part of a rather big family which dedicates its time to nurturing the planet which we have only borrowed from future generations.”

Activities which took place during the seven day conference include; regional meetings, 12 selected presentations, workshops related to MDG’s, a field trip to a botanical laboratory, and a TUNZA entertainment reception at the palace of the Governor of Karnataka. The conference concluded with each delegate outlining their commitment to the environment and their plans on how they intend to achieve over the next two years.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Europe Information Service: Environment: Brussels Spells Out Long-Term Strategy for Sustainable Natural Resource Use
 
23.12.2005
Separating economic growth and the use of natural resources in such a way as to reduce the negative impact on the environment: this is the aim of the new thematic strategy on the use of natural resources proposed by the Commission on December 21. This strategy is based on improving knowledge, developing monitoring tools and fostering strategic approaches in certain economic sectors in individual member states and worldwide. It is linked to the thematic strategy on waste proposed by the Commission at the same time.

If Europe carries on using its natural resources at the present rate, the deterioration of the environment will just get worse. As the Commission points out, non-sustainable use of natural resources is a cause of climate change, linked to fossil fuels and the over-use of water and ground resources as well as certain fishing stocks, threatened by over-fishing.

In concrete terms, the thematic strategy sets out a policy framework with the main aims being:

- more value - creating more value while using less resources (increasing resource productivity);

- less impact - reducing the overall environmental impact of resources used (increasing eco-efficiency);

- better alternatives - if cleaner use cannot be achieved, substituting currently used resources with better alternatives. 

These aims, stressed the Commission, need to be put into practice throughout the whole life-cycle of resource use, and in such an way as to prevent environmental impact being shifted from one phase to another or from one country to another. Since waste represents the final phase in a resource's life-cycle, this new resource strategy will generate important information for the thematic strategy on the prevention and recycling of waste, and will contribute significantly to reducing waste (see separate article).

The strategy proposes certain measures, to be achieved in the next 25 years, in order to achieve its objectives.

- the creation of a data centre run by the European Commission to bring together all available knowledge on natural resources and inform decision-makers;

- the implementation of an international panel to be set up in cooperation with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to provide independent scientific advice on global aspects of resource use;

- the development of national measures and programmes by member states under the guidance of a high-level forum with representatives from the Commission, member states and other stakeholders;

- the consideration of environmental impacts of resource use in economic sector action plans that the Commission intends to develop in the context of its strategy for growth and jobs;

- to develop indicators to monitor and regularly review progress towards the strategy's goal by 2008.

The full text of theis strategy is available in electronic format on our website EISnet: www.eis.be > Advanced Search > Reference=EURE;3017;305
_____________________________________________________________________________

Dinero.com:Descubramos el desarrollo sostenible 

23.12.2005
El desarrollo sostenible, tanto en el mundo como en Colombia, nació hace más de 30 años y -contrario a lo que cree la administración actual- no comenzó con el siglo XXI. 

La Ministra del Medio Ambiente, al responder a las críticas que se han venido haciendo a la política ambiental, ha dicho que "hubo una política para el siglo XX y hay una política para el siglo XXI", también "que la agenda ambiental mundial es la agenda del desarrollo sostenible" y que en Colombia todavía se piensa -referiéndose a sus críticos- que la agenda es la del Código de Recursos Naturales de hace 30 años. Sin duda, la funcionaria está equivocada. 

Recordemos los procesos que desde 1972 se han dado en el campo internacional en torno al desarrollo sostenible y, en el país, los esfuerzos constitucionales, legislativos, normativos, institucionales y financieros que ha hecho Colombia en esta materia en las décadas pasadas. 

Ya desde 1972, en medio de la Guerra Fría, Naciones Unidas convocó la Cumbre Mundial sobre Medio Ambiente Humano en Estocolmo. Allí llamó la atención sobre la necesidad de tomar medidas para la erradicación de la pobreza, eliminar la brecha entre los países desarrollados y subdesarrollados y buscar una optimización en el uso y mejor aprovechamiento de los recursos naturales. Simultáneamente, creó el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente, PNUMA. 

Para este mismo año, el Club de Roma publicó el informe "Los límites al crecimiento", el cual llamó la atención sobre un posible colapso global de la economía por el agotamiento de los recursos naturales, el aumento de la población mundial y los impactos de la contaminación sobre los ecosistemas, afectando la capacidad de carga del planeta. 

Luego, el PNUMA creó la Comisión Brundtland sobre el Medio Ambiente y el Desarrollo, para definir estrategias y líneas de acción con el fin de armonizar los procesos de desarrollo económico con el medio ambiente. En 1987, presentó su informe "Nuestro Futuro Común", en el cual "el desarrollo sostenible es el desarrollo que satisface las necesidades de la generación presente sin comprometer la capacidad de las generaciones futuras para satisfacer sus propias necesidades", concepto aún vigente. 

Con el final de la Guerra Fría, se promulgó un nuevo orden internacional y seguidamente, en 1992, Naciones Unidas convocó en Río de Janeiro la Cumbre de la Tierra sobre Medio Ambiente y Desarrollo. Para ese momento, la dimensión de los problemas ambientales y el concepto de desarrollo sostenible habían logrado la mayor atención de la agenda mundial, y fue así como se firmaron las Convenciones sobre Biodiversidad y Cambio Climático, se acordó la Agenda 21 y se promulgó la Declaración de Río sobre Medio Ambiente y Desarrollo. Una nueva cumbre, esta vez llamada de Desarrollo Sostenible, se realizó en Johannesburgo en 2002, en medio de la incertidumbre por los atentados del 11 de septiembre en Estados Unidos. En ella se evaluaron los avances desde Río y se acordó un nuevo Plan de Acción. 

A su vez, Colombia, desde hace más de tres décadas, ya era pionera en la protección medioambiental, elemento fundamental para el desarrollo sostenible. En 1973, el Congreso de la República promulgó la Ley 23 que fijó los criterios ambientales sobre los que se formuló y expidió el Código de Recursos Naturales y de Protección al Medio Ambiente, primero en su género en América Latina. 

Consistente con los avances globales y antecediendo a la Cumbre de Río del 92, la Asamblea Nacional Constituyente elevó a rango constitucional el derecho a gozar de un ambiente sano e incluyó en más de 80 artículos de la Constitución aspectos ambientales y en particular determinó que: "El Estado planificará el manejo y aprovechamiento de los recursos naturales para garantizar su desarrollo sostenible, su conservación, restauración o sustitución". Para su implementación, el Congreso de la República expidió la Ley 99 de 1993 que creó el Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y el Sistema Nacional Ambiental, con los cuales se venían logrando importantes avances en la construcción de una política de Estado para un desarrollo sostenible. 

Es claro entonces que el desarrollo sostenible es un concepto que en el mundo y en Colombia nació hace más de 30 años y -contrario a lo que cree la administración actual- no comenzó con el siglo XXI.
____________________________________________________________________________

Al Bayane Mécanisme pour un développement propre : Le Maroc parmi les premiers pays à enregistrer des projets auprès de l¹ONU 
22.12.2005 

Le Maroc est l¹un des premiers pays à enregistrer des projets dans le cadre du Mécanisme pour un développement propre (MDP) auprès du conseil onusien chargé de ce système, a indiqué, récemment à Rabat, le ministre de l¹Aménagement du territoire, de l¹eau et de l¹environnement, Mohamed El Yazghi. 
«Nous avons enregistré deux projets dont l¹un, le parc éolien du site de la nouvelle cimenterie de Tétouan, est le premier projet MDP africain, arabe et francophone. L¹autre concerne aussi l¹éolien, à Essaouira, et est enregistré par l¹Office National d¹Electricité (ONE)», a précisé le ministre qui s¹exprimait lors de l¹ouverture du «Forum MDP 2005, réalisations et perspectives». 
Et de souligner que le Maroc dispose également d¹un important portefeuille de projets en cours d¹enregistrement ou d¹élaboration, appelés à être développés davantage dans d¹autres secteurs où l¹apport du MDP serait souhaitable, tels que la gestion des déchets. 
M. El Yazghi a indiqué que le Royaume a pu réaliser des avancées notoires en matière de MDP. 
Ainsi, a t-il dit, une stratégie nationale a été mise en place avec l¹appui du Programme des Nations-Unies pour le Développement (PNUD) et celui pour l¹environnement (PNUE) avec la création de structures opérationnelles de gestion et l¹élaboration de procédures claires et transparentes d¹approbation, mesures qui seront accompagnées d¹une expertise nationale devant servir de plate-forme pour les opérateurs économiques. 
Le renforcement des capacités nationales est l¹élément de base qui permettra d¹avancer de façon significative sur tous les volets de la préservation de l¹environnement et du développement durable, a t-il noté. 
«C¹est ainsi que nous avons cherché l¹appui de différents organismes internationaux pour développer et mettre en ¦uvre des projets dans ce domaine», a dit le ministre, soulignant que le projet «Renforcement des capacités en matière de MDP» lancé en 2003 par le ministère avec le concours du PNUD et du PNUE s¹inscrit dans le cadre de cette démarche. 

Avancée significative et irréversible 

Pour sa part, le représentant résident du PNUD à Rabat, Emmanuel Dierckx De Casterlé, a indiqué que le projet PNUD/PNUE de renforcement des capacités en matière de MDP (20032/005) a permis au Maroc «de réaliser une avancée significative et irréversible dans ce domaine avec des actions concrètes devant consolider et renforcer la politique de développement durable du Royaume». 
Ce projet, a t-il dit, constitue un véritable modèle vu la problématique qu¹il appréhende et le défi qu¹il représente pour les pays en développement en matière de nouvelles perspectives de développement propre et de transfert de technologie, et vu les résultats impressionnants qui font du Maroc l¹un des pays en voie de développement les plus attractifs pour les investisseurs en matière de MDP. 
M. De Casterlé a exprimé la satisfaction du PNUD quant aux résultats réalisés par ce projet et sa détermination à appuyer le Maroc dans sa politique en matière de changements climatiques. 
Le Forum MDP Maroc 2005 couronne trois années d¹actions fructueuses du projet de renforcement des capacités en matière de mécanisme de développement propre au Maroc, réalisé en collaboration avec le PNUD et le PNUE et se tient au lendemain de la conférence de Montréal (28 novembre au 9 décembre) sur le changement climatique et le MDP, la plus grande manifestation du genre organisée jusqu¹à présent. 
Plusieurs exposés seront présentés lors de ce forum par des experts nationaux et étrangers, portant notamment sur «le mécanisme financier pour promouvoir le développement durable au Maroc», «l¹initiative francophone de partenariat pour le MDP» et «le marché européen des quotas d¹émission et MDP». 
Le Mécanisme pour un développement propre (MDP), tel que décrit dans l¹article 12 du Protocole de Kyoto et élaboré dans les Accords de Marrakech, repose sur la réalisation de projets qui permettent à des entités des secteurs public ou privé d¹investir dans des activités qui réduisent les émissions de gaz à effet de serre (GES) dans des pays en développement et d¹acquérir des crédits en retour. 
Ces crédits peuvent ensuite être utilisés par les Parties pour réduire leurs propres émissions ou vendues sur le marché libre.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Sydney Morning Herald:A village flees for safer ground

23.12. 2005


A small island in Vanuatu is claimed to be the first in the world to have to move its community because of rising sea levels. Ben Bohane visits Tegua island.
"THE sea has its own ways. We can't control it," says Chief Reuben Selwyn as he stands on a thin wall of coral which is all that now separates his little village from the invading sea.

The destiny of Tegua island, home to 64 people in the remote Torres group of islands in far north Vanuatu, has always rested on the sea.

The sea brought its first settlers at least 3000 years ago on bamboo rafts, its raiding enemies from nearby islands, the first beche-de-mer traders from Europe, "blackbirders" and Anglican missionaries.

It brings bright rainbow-coloured reef fish and leatherback turtles, who build nests along a windswept coast, as well as colonies of football-sized coconut crabs, prized by the restaurants of the Vanuatuan capital of Port Vila.

But for some years, the sea has been literally eating away this pristine coral island.

Chief Reuben, paramount head of the island and father of six boys and six girls, claims that at least once a year a combination of king tides and a surging sea whipped up by strong winds floods his village of Loteu. He remembers as a young boy he could walk 30 metres from his house and fish from a rocky beach platform. Now the platform is submerged and he has been forced to abandon his childhood home.

"I'd say the sea has come up 10 or 20 metres [horizontally] since I was a boy," he says. "I can't say if it's because of humans or because nature has its own power. But for us here we have no choice; early next year we will move into a new village further inland."

A world away in Montreal, Canada, scientists have been attending a major conference on climate change and the human cost of rising sea levels.

The scientific panel advising the UN Environment Program believes seas could rise by up to a metre by 2100 because of melting polar icecaps and warmer temperatures linked to burning fossil fuels and the industrial emission of greenhouse gasses.

"The peoples of the Arctic and the small islands of this world face many of the same threats," says Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Program.

"The melting and receding of sea ice and the rising of sea levels, storm surges and the like are the first manifestations of big changes under way which eventually will touch everyone on the planet."

A Pacific island delegate at the 189-nation conference, Taito Nakalevu, says king tides are flooding islands across his region.

Pacific islanders living on low-lying coral atolls are among those seriously at risk. Two uninhabited Kiribati islands disappeared in 1999. Tuvalu has approached Australia and New Zealand to resettle its entire population when its islands are expected to go underwater within the next 30 years.

Meanwhile, 2000 people living on the Carteret islands in Papua New Guinea are preparing to move to nearby Bougainville island, a four-hour boat ride to the south-west.

One Carteret islander told Radio Australia recently that they were only waiting on finance from the government to help them move. Their health has been steadily deteriorating because they are losing access to fresh water, and gardens are being destroyed by advancing salt water. On Tegua, Chief Reuben claims the same problems have beset his community.

"Look at that line of coconut trees over there," he says, sweeping his arm towards white sandy beaches 500 metres away. "The advancing salt water is killing our coastal coconut trees. Before, those trees were behind the beach, but now they are right at the water's edge. So we have to plant new trees and new gardens further inland."

Memories are still fresh of a tsunami that hit Tegua and nearby islands in 1998. The wave hit at 11pm, when most people were in bed, and terrified villagers woke to waist-high water streaming into their huts. They fled to a cave on high ground they have used as a refuge when cyclones hit.

The biggest problem for Tegua islanders has been the lack of fresh water. There are no rivers or creeks, so they relied on two small freshwater springs. One has dried up and the other is covered by the sea. For the past decade or more, islanders have had to rely on rainwater they get for six months of the year during the wet season brought on by the trade winds.

For the other six months there is only what water they have saved in small plastic containers as well as that island saviour, coconuts.

But now a group of local and international agencies have come to Tegua's aid.

In what is being touted as a first, the Canadian Government, in partnership with the South Pacific Regional Environment Program and the UN, have provided funds for the relocation of Chief Reuben's village and a water-catchment area. It is claimed to be the first time donor agencies have fully funded such a program as a consequence of global warming.

The Tegua relocation program began in 2002. The program is involved in the Cook islands, Fiji, Samoa and Vanuatu.

"Vanuatu is the first country to relocate a settlement as well as build a water-catchment area," said the Vanuatu Government's National Advisory Committee for Climate Change co-ordinator, Brian Phillips.

Tegua's new village, half a kilometre inland, has seven simple wooden houses with sloping roofs draining into 6000-litre water tanks imported from Australia.

Chief Reuben, barefoot and accompanied by one of his sons, Aiden, is surprised but thankful that his community was chosen first.

"There's room here for our five families and a rest house for visitors. I think our water problems are over now. We plan to move into our new homes in January or February."

Many Pacific islands are part of the Pacific Rim of Fire where volcanic activity and earthquakes are frequent. Some geographers have pointed out that some islands get tilted because of seismic activity, leading to part of an island dipping into the sea.

Pacific islanders have always been resourceful, used to adapting quickly to a changing environment.

In a curious cycle of history, some islanders, like those on Tegua, are going back to an older pattern of life and settlement that existed before the Europeans came.

As Francis Hickey, a marine ethnographer who specialises in traditional island conservation methods at the Vanuatu Cultural Centre, explains: "Before the arrival of the Europeans, most Pacific islanders tended to live quite a way inland away from the immediate coast.

"This protected them from strong winds and surging seas, as well as raiding parties. … As the first whalers, missionaries, traders and planters came, they lured people from the bush down to the coast to trade, convert and be protected from tribal war."

When Captain Cook sailed through the Torres islands, he stopped and apparently came ashore on Tegua.

Chief Reuben tells the story over a shell of kava as his sons prepare the muddy drink by chewing and then spitting little lumps of fibre into a bowl.

Captain Cook asked what the islanders called their home and was told "Tuya", which translates as "hill or mountain", since it is one of the few islands in the Torres chain which has a ridge rising at least 300 metres above sea level.

"Not for the first time, the word got lost in translation and the anglicised version, Tegua, remains.

Yet it may be that the original name, Tuya, will prove providential: that hill may be the one thing that saves Chief Reuben and his community.

_____________________________________________________________________________

New Vision (Uganda): Egypt to train fishermen 
By David Muwanga 
23.12.2005

THE Egyptian Workers Union has secured $150,000 (about sh272m) to train 160 trainers of fishermen from 10 countries, an official of the union has said. 

“Due to successful eradication of the water hyacinth by the Uganda Egypt Aquatic Weed Control Programme, we have developed a training programme to support fishermen in acquiring skills to enable them appreciate their work as a commercial venture,” the union’s chairman, Mohammed Abduhalim, said in an interview at Hotel Africana in Kampala. 

The union is a non-governmental organisation catering for the rights of workers in the Nile Basin. 

The funds that have been approved by the Nairobi-based United Nations Environment Programme, will be used to train fishermen in fish handling and environment preservation. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Nouvel Observateur: Pollution: la nappe toxique atteint Khabarovsk en Russie 

Par Yuras Karmanau
 22.12.05 

KHABAROVSK, Russie (AP) -- La nappe toxique de benzène passée de Chine dans les eaux du fleuve Amour a atteint jeudi la ville russe de Khabarovsk. Les autorités ont lancé un appel au calme mais les messages officiels contradictoires n'ont guère rassuré la population de cette cité de 580.000 habitants. 
Les régions russes menacées par la pollution s'étaient engagées ces dernières semaines dans une course contre la montre pour se préparer à l'arrivée de la pollution, pendant que les autorités chinoises se confondaient en excuse. 
La nappe, qui s'étend à présent sur 180km, a atteint mercredi soir les limites de la ville de Khabarovsk, selon Natalya Zimina, une porte-parole de l'administration régionale. "La nappe est arrivée dans la ville. Les analyses ont confirmé la présence de nitrobenzène dans l'eau. Mais la concentration n'excède le niveau maximal acceptable et nous n'envisageons pas de couper l'approvisionnement en eau à Khabarovsk", a-t-elle affirmé à l'agence Associated Press. Reste que d'après Mikhaïl Finkel, un responsable des services d'urgence de la région, "les canalisations dégagent une très mauvaise odeur". 
Le gouverneur régional Viktor Ichaïev qui, comme d'autres Russes, avait dénoncé le manque d'informations fournies par la Chine, a appelé la population au calme, assurant que ni l'eau potable ni le système central de chauffage ne seraient coupés. "Nous avons fait tout ce que nous pouvions pour protéger et filtrer l'eau et nous ne prévoyons pas de couper l'eau à Khabarovsk." 
Dans le même temps, le chef régional du Service fédéral des ressources naturelles a déconseillé à la population d'utiliser l'eau du robinet, un avertissement suivi par nombre d'habitants qui avaient rempli à l'avance baignoires et bidons et fait provision d'eau minérale. "La population a stocké de l'eau et cela devrait suffire pour tenir deux à trois jours", a expliqué Vladimir Ott. 
Le numéro d'urgence mis en place a été submergé d'appels. "On essaie de ne pas paniquer mais bien sûr il y a de la peur", expliquait Irina Zakonnikova, une vendeuse, qui a entassé bouteilles et pots remplis d'eau dans son appartement. Avec son mari et ses deux filles, elle a cessé d'utiliser l'eau du robinet même si le service d'information de la population affirme qu'il est "absolument sans danger" d'utiliser l'eau courante pour se laver et cuisiner. 
D'après les autorités, la nappe pourrait avoir quitté la ville d'ici dimanche, mais les experts préviennent que les effets de la pollution risquent de durer un certain temps, car des résidus de benzène et le nitrobenzène peuvent rester au fond de la rivière ou se coller à la glace. 
Cent tonnes de polluants toxiques se sont déversés dans le fleuve Songhua, qui devient l'Amour en Russie, après l'explosion survenue le 13 novembre d'une usine de produits chimiques à Jilin. L'accident, qui avait fait cinq morts et entraîné l'évacuation de 10.000 personnes, n'avait été rendu public que neuf jours plus tard. 
A Harbin, une ville de 3,8 millions d'habitants située à 200km de là, l'eau courante avait été coupée pendant cinq jours. Plusieurs autres localités ont été privées d'eau au fur et à mesure que la nappe descendait le fleuve. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: Dam Stops Toxic River Spill in China

by Joe McDonald

23.12.2005
A toxic river spill flowing toward China's southern business capital of Guangzhou has been stopped by a dam as the government rushed to protect water supplies to the city of 7 million people, a news report said Friday. 

Authorities closed the Baishiyao Dam at the city of Yingde, about 60 miles north of Guangzhou, to trap the spill of cadmium flowing down the Bei River, the China Daily newspaper reported, citing local officials. 

"Water in the lower stream is safe," a local official, Wang Zhensheng, was quoted as saying. Wang said another dam downstream also was closed and authorities planned to discharge water from a reservoir to dilute the chemical. 

The cadmium dumped into the Bei by a smelter is China's second environmental disaster in six weeks, following a spill of benzene in a northern river that disrupted water supplies to millions of people. 

The benzene slick arrived Thursday in the city of Khabarovsk in Russia's Far East. 

In China, the cadmium spill occurred in one of the country's most densely populated areas, Guangdong Province, which is home to thousands of factories that form the heart of China's thriving export industries. 

Yingde and another city farther upstream already have stopped using water from the river. 

The Bei flows into the Pearl River, which passes through Guangzhou before emptying into the South China Sea west of Hong Kong. 

The Baishiyao Dam in Yingde and the Feialixia Dam downstream will stay closed until the water returns to "safe levels of toxicity," but the government hasn't said when that will be, the China Daily said. 

Wang said that farther upstream, officials in charge of the Mengzhou Dam were preparing to release 100 billion gallons of water to dilute the cadmium, according to the report. 

The twin accidents are an embarrassment to President Hu Jintao's government, which has promised to clean up environmental damage from China's 25 years of breakneck economic growth. 

Cadmium is a bluish-white metal found in lead and zinc ores. Exposure to it can cause lung and prostate cancer, kidney damage and bone disease, according to the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration.

_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Technology to make ships green 

By Tracey Logan
21.12.2005


Green engineering could help protect the sea as marine trade expands. 
Ships use less fuel per kilo of cargo than road or air transport. So by at least one environmental measure, shipping has good green credentials. 

But as shipping grows, environmentalists worry that the marine life beneath them may suffer. 

Areas of concern include the transfer of invasive species from one region to another, either attached to a ship's hull or carried in ballast water tanks. 

Another worry is underwater noise and its effects on marine mammals, particularly whales and dolphins. 

And there is also the issue of air emissions from ships' exhausts containing sulphur and nitrogen oxides and the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide. 

The marine industry is looking to engineering innovations to help. 

Clean flushing 
Currently, ships attempt to clean up their ballast tanks of coastal water by emptying and refilling them once in open ocean. But this is a risky procedure and in stormy conditions it can be too dangerous to carry out. 

Sterilising ballast water with ozone, ultra-violet light or even heating is an alternative, but the ever cost-conscious shipping industry is on the lookout for a cheaper system. 

Perhaps Aubaflow might fit the bill. Developed for the oil company Saudi Aramco, whose tankers carry enough ballast water to fill 4,000 swimming pools, it would prevent coastal species from travelling further than a mile in ballast tanks. 

"The Aubaflow system works by having a big opening in the front of the ship and it's connected with pipes to the ship's various ballast water tanks," said Ahmed Al Babtain of Vela International, the company that has patented the system. 

"The ballast water comes from the opening into the tanks, fills up the tanks and then overflows out into the open ocean from the back of the ship" 

Although still in the early stages of development, Mr Al Babtain told the BBC their system would flush out all the ship's ballast tanks within 24 hours. 

Reducing pollutants 
Minimising polluting air emissions from ships is the aim of Europe's Project Hercules, an initiative combining shipping industry and academic expertise. 

Nicolaos Kyrtatos, professor of marine engineering at the National Technical University in Athens, is co-ordinator of Project Hercules. He told the BBC that cleaning up ships' exhausts in the future would require more efficient engines. 

This would mean they use less fuel and so produce fewer pollutants and, importantly, less carbon dioxide. 

Professor Kyrtatos believes ships' engines could be adapted to meet impending legislation which, he predicted, would require emissions of nitrogen oxides from ship exhausts to be cut by 30% by the year 2007. These are relatively mild targets in his estimation. 

The shipping company Wallenius Wilhelmsen had more stringent targets in mind when it produced its design for a zero emissions car ferry for the year 2025. 

Unusually for a car ferry, this ship would use three, massive computer-controlled sails to harness the maximum wind energy. And on the sails, a coating of solar panels would trap energy from the sun. 

A pentamaran structure - a long, thin, main hull stabilised by four side hulls, or sponsons - would cut power consumption by reducing friction on the ship in the water. The ship would also harness wave energy, which is normally the force slowing down ships. 

"On each of its four sponsons, we would place three fins," explained Lena Blomqvist, Walenius Wilhelmsen's environmental chief. 

"These fins mimic the movement of a dolphin and both propel the ship forward and generate electrical energy which we can store in batteries and use for systems on board the ship." 

Fuel cells which produce electricity from the combination of hydrogen and oxygen, would supplement other energy sources and release only water vapour into the environment. 

Balance sheet 
So with technologies like these, and many others, the environmental future of shipping need not be all doom and gloom, according to the environmental consultant Steve Raaymakers, formerly of the UN's International Maritime Organization. 

"There's been a significant improvement in many areas of shipping over the last 15 years," he said. 

"We've seen the number of accidents and oil spills steadily decreasing over time while, simultaneously, there's been a steady increase in shipping. So that's a remarkable achievement. 

"But what we've got to bear in mind is that the amount of shipping is increasing - various studies predict a three to five fold increase in shipping activity globally in the next few decades. 

"And what this brings with it is the risk that, while the environmental performance of individual ships may significantly improve, the overall environmental impact may steadily get worse because we just have such a significant increase in shipping, overall, in the world. " 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: EU Commission Proposes Stricter Emissions Standards for Cars

22.12.2005 
BRUSSELS, Belgium — The European Commission approved a bill Wednesday to impose stricter emission standards on vehicles and seek to close a loophole that allows gas-guzzling sport utility vehicles to escape the EU pollution limits. 

The European Union's executive arm also approved plans that would oblige public bodies to spend at least a quarter of their spending on buses, garbage trucks and other heavy vehicles on those using "clean" technology such as biofuels, electric motors or natural gas. 

"The growing problems caused by pollution in towns and cities and the steady increase in the price of oil make it necessary to help the motor industry to produce less-polluting vehicles," said EU Transport Commissioner Jacques Barrot. 

Under the new rules, SUV manufacturers would no longer be able to classify them as light commercial vehicles that are subject to less stringent pollution restrictions, said EU Industry Commissioner Guenter Verheugen. 

He told a news conference the new rules would be "a very significant step toward improving European vehicles in the field of environmental technology, making our environment clearer without damaging the competitiveness of European industry." 

If approved by the European Parliament and governments of the 25 EU nations, Verheugen said the rules could be in place by the second half of 2008. 

Manufacturers will be obliged to fit new filters on diesel driven cars to cut emissions of noxious particles by up to 80 percent while aiming to cut emissions of hydrocarbons from gasoline cars by 25 percent. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Washington Post:A Design That's Anti-Faith
By Eugene Robinson
23.12.2005

Can you imagine a more faithless pursuit than trying to prove the existence of God?

Yet that is what the whole "intelligent design" movement is really about, and it seems to me that people of faith should rejoice at the federal court decision Tuesday forbidding the schools of Dover, Pa., to read a statement touting intelligent design in science classes. The eloquent ruling by U.S. District Judge John E. Jones III is a Christmastime blessing.

"Our conclusion today is that it is unconstitutional to teach ID [intelligent design] as an alternative to evolution in a public school science classroom," Jones wrote in a painstaking, 139-page opinion that probably will set the parameters for future battles over intelligent design around the country. No appeal is expected, because the pro-ID school board members who tried to inject religion into the classroom have already been ousted by voters.

ID is the belief that life forms are too complex to have evolved on their own through natural selection and therefore must have had an intelligence -- so powerful that you would have to call it divine -- guiding their development.

The state of Pennsylvania requires its schools to teach evolution, the theory developed by Charles Darwin that most scholars accept as one of the greatest achievements in the history of science. The Dover school board thought it knew better and required that students be made to listen to a statement proclaiming that evolution "is not a fact" but just a theory, that it contains gaps "for which there is no evidence," and that ID "is an explanation of the origin of life that differs from Darwin's view."

Well, it's true that anything is possible -- before Albert Einstein, who would have believed that time passes infinitesimally more slowly for a passenger on a train than for a farmer standing beside the tracks. But equating evolution with ID is like comparing a mighty fortress to a line in the sand. Someday a new theory of the life sciences may supplant Darwin's, just as Einstein's revolutionary theories supplanted those of Isaac Newton. As Jones carefully and forcefully explains in his ruling, however, ID isn't even science at this point. It's belief.

Jones notes that during a discussion of the ID disclaimer, one of the Dover school board members made the argument that "2,000 years ago, someone died on a cross. Can't someone take a stand for him?" That helped Jones reach the reasonable conclusion that the board was motivated by religious belief -- specifically, Christian belief -- and that the policy was an unconstitutional mixing of church and state.

Mainstream theologians have long since come to terms with evolution, which seems to be as unconditionally true as any scientific theory could ever be. As Jones points out, the fact that there are gaps in the fossil record does not logically lead to the conclusion that ID must be the answer; there is a mountain of evidence that supports evolution and essentially none that supports ID.

Jones traces the way that intelligent design grew directly out of an explicitly religious "creation science" movement and finds that "ID fails to meet the essential ground rules that limit science to testable, natural explanations." He adds, "Science cannot be defined differently for Dover students than it is defined in the scientific community."

The judge notes that nothing in Darwin forecloses religious belief. Intelligent design, on the contrary, seems to me to be anti-faith.

One of the best definitions of Christian faith is attributed to St. Paul, who called it "the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." At every Mass, Roman Catholics around the world "proclaim the mystery of faith." There is no need to have faith in something that can be touched, measured, quantified, predicted; no need for faith in something that can be seen if only we build a big enough telescope or a sensitive enough electron microscope.

What would be the posture of a believer toward a God who could be seen? It might be adoration, I suppose, or obeisance, but it wouldn't be faith as believers since St. Paul have understood it. Faith requires mystery. Faith requires a leap.

Someday, perhaps, legitimate evidence of intelligent design will be found and published in peer-reviewed scientific journals -- papers that don't just cast doubt on Darwin but offer some tangible evidence of a designer. I doubt it, though. Science and faith are two separate paths to knowledge, and neither is meant to depend on the other.

It seems to me that it's wrong to use faith as a means to a scientific end. Doesn't faith have to be the end in itself?

___________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Primordial comet dust to drop to Earth in January
By Deborah Zabarenko

21.12.2005

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A sample of comet dust, collected by a robotic space probe with what looks a bit like a big tennis racket, is scheduled to parachute down to Earth next month, NASA scientists said on Wednesday.

The spaceship Stardust is coming to the end of its seven-year, 2.9 billion mile round-trip mission to fly by comet Wild 2, catching dust that could give astronomers clues about how the planets formed some 4.5 billion years ago.

The ship will remain in space but a 101-pound (46 kilogram) capsule loaded with dust culled from the comet is expected to land at the U.S. Air Force Utah Test and Training Range at 5:12 a.m. EST (1012 GMT), or 3:12 a.m. local time on January 15, 2006.

If the night is clear, the Stardust capsule's descent should be visible from northern California to Oregon, scientists said at a briefing at NASA headquarters.

"This comet formed at very edge of the solar system ... out by Pluto ... and spent all its lifetime out there until recently it came into the inner part of the solar system, where we could sample it," said Don Brownlee, the principal investigator on the project.

Stardust went halfway to Jupiter to get close to Wild 2, catching hundreds of comet dust particles in a collector that looks something like a large tennis racket with a round metal ice cube tray where the strings would be.

Inside the collector's ice-cube-size compartments is a material called aerogel, a low-density substance that is 99.9 percent air, which acted to capture grains of dust emitted by the comet.

Stardust's collector got within 147 miles of Wild 2, close enough to be bombarded by millions of cometary particles, and to catch hundreds of them.

Comets are thought to be the remnants of planet formation, made up of cosmic dust and ice. Comet collisions may have helped seed Earth with water, a prerequisite for life.

NASA officials stressed the Stardust capsule is extremely rugged and said they have prepared for the possibility of a hard landing so the samples will not be damaged before they can be studied.

A previous NASA probe called Genesis crashed to Earth in 2004 when its parachute failed to open. That craft had been on a three-year mission to collect solar ions, which were recovered by scientists even though the spacecraft was destroyed.

___________________________________________________________________________
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ROAP Media Update 23 December 2005

UN or UNEP in the news


 A village flees for safer ground
Sydney Morning Herald - Sydney,New South Wales,Australia, 23 December 2005 - A small island in Vanuatu is claimed to be the first in the world to have to move its community because of rising sea levels. Ben Bohane visits Tegua island.
"THE sea has its own ways. We can't control it," says Chief Reuben Selwyn as he stands on a thin wall of coral which is all that now separates his little village from the invading sea.
The destiny of Tegua island, home to 64 people in the remote Torres group of islands in far north Vanuatu, has always rested on the sea.
…The scientific panel advising the UN Environment Program believes seas could rise by up to a metre by 2100 because of melting polar icecaps and warmer temperatures linked to burning fossil fuels and the industrial emission of greenhouse gasses.
"The peoples of the Arctic and the small islands of this world face many of the same threats," says Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Program.
"The melting and receding of sea ice and the rising of sea levels, storm surges and the like are the first manifestations of big changes under way which eventually will touch everyone on the planet."
http://smh.com.au/news/world/a-village-flees-for-safer-ground/2005/12/22/1135032135870.html 


General Environment News


ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS AWARDS 
Companies `ignorelegal requirements' 
Bangkok Post, 23 December 2005 - SURASAK GLAHAN - More than half of business operators legally required to comply with measures to mitigate environmental impacts have failed to report on their performance, a senior environmentalist said. Those businesses ignored requirements under the environmental law to follow through on the mitigation measures because they did not want to invest in them, said Prof Sanit Aksornkoae, president of the Thailand Environment Institute. He said they gave no thought to losses to others and thought only about themselves.
Dr Sanit made the remarks at an awards ceremony on Wednesday. The ``Environment Impact Assessment Monitoring Awards 2005'' were organised by the Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning (Onep).
Awards were given to 20 projects of 18 companies, especially those which implemented community-involvement initiatives apart from activities stipulated by law. 
The awards were handed to businesses in six categories: transport, energy, industry, mining, hotels and real estate.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/23Dec2005_news14.php 

UN Lauds Thailand for Tsunami Response
The Irrawaddy News Magazine, Thailand - By Associated Press/Bangkok, Thailand - December 22, 2005 - The UN on Thursday praised the Thai government’s response to last year’s tsunami, but said that land disputes, recovery of poor communities and other long-term problems still must be addressed.  

The December 26 tsunami killed nearly 5,400 Thais and foreign vacationers, destroyed the livelihoods of 100,000 people and cost Thailand some US $2.1 billion as it pummeled its southwestern coastline in the country’s worst natural disaster.  

“The Royal Thai Government led an effective emergency response, including a massive forensic operation for identifying the bodies of thousands of foreign visitors and Thai citizens,” said a United Nations report released almost a year after the disaster.
http://www.irrawaddy.org/aviewer.asp?a=5318&z=153 

WILDLIFE KENYA AGREEMENT 
PM urged to scrap animal deal 
Bangkok Post, 23 December 2005 - YUWADEE TUNYASIRI - Leading wildlife advocate Surapon Duangkhae yesterday urged Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra to revoke a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Kenyan government on a wildlife import programme. He also called on the government to reveal the details of its reported pledge of 40 million baht to support Kenya's elephant conservation projects in return for the animals.
Mr Surapon, secretary-general of the Wildlife Fund Thailand Foundation, said the MoU was in violation of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, which prohibits cross-border trade of listed wild animals. Trade is allowed only under exceptional conditions, such as for scientific study. Thailand is a signatory to the international pact.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/23Dec2005_news15.php 

Heavy snow blankets Japan, South Korea
ABC Asia Pacific, Australia, 23 December 2005 - Heavy snow has blanketed large parts of Japan and South Korea, killing at least 13 people and bringing chaos to roads and airports in both countries.
The severe weather has been blamed for at least 10 deaths in Japan and three in South Korea. 
In Japan, in the northern prefecture of Niigata, snow is piled as high as 184 centimetres. 
A power company says power was cut to 650,000 homes and businesses in the prefecture at one point.
About 1,000 traffic lights went out in Niigata city and most trains in the prefecture were halted temporarily due to the outage.
http://abcasiapacific.com/news/stories/asiapacific_stories_1536844.htm 

Toxic slick heads for south China cities 
Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand, 23 December 2005 - BEIJING: China's southern Guangdong province scrambled to protect its water supplies as a toxic waste spill from a zinc smelter flowed along a major river towards several sprawling cities, state media reported.
It is the second environmental disaster to hit the country in as many months after an explosion at a chemical plant in the northeast poisoned drinking water for millions and sent a frozen, poisonous slick heading slowly but surely towards Russia. 
Cadmium levels had been found to be 10 times normal in the Shaoguan city section of the North River cutting across Guangdong province north to south after the smelter's discharge of waste during an equipment maintenance last week. 
Several villages and factories near Yingde, a city 90km downstream from Shaoguan, had been without running water for days, Xinhua news agency said. 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3520458a12,00.html 

Protesters try to disrupt whale hunt
Sydney Morning Herald, Australia, 23 December 2005 - A risky game of cat and mouse is developing in the Southern Ocean as conservationists try out new tactics to disrupt a Japanese whale hunt.
Greenpeace is engaged in one of its boldest attempts to stop Japan's annual whale kill in Antarctic waters.
Protesters in two ships found the Japanese fleet two days ago about 160km north of Antarctica, some 2,000km south of Australia.
Under their new JARPA II scientific whaling program, the Japanese plan to slaughter 935 minke whales and 10 fin whales in the Southern Ocean this summer in the name of research.
http://www.smh.com.au/news/National/Protesters-try-to-disrupt-whale-hunt/2005/12/23/1135032163282.html 

Rain brings misery to Southeast Asia
Taipei Times, Taiwan, 22 December 2005 - FLOODING TOLL: Scores of deaths have been reported across four countries as the region copes with damage to important agricultural zones and populated areas 
AGENCIES , BANGKOK, HANOI, KUALA LUMPUR AND MANILA 
Thursday, Dec 22, 2005,Page 4 - Widespread flooding has crippled agricultural centers and killed dozens as heavy rains continue across Southeast Asia. 
Nineteen people were killed in southern Thailand in the past week, raising to 35 the death toll in the region's worst floods in nearly 30 years, the Thai Interior Ministry said yesterday.
… In Malaysia, six people have died in Kelantan, the worst affected of four northern states hit by floods since Friday, the government said. 
About 30,000 people were evacuated in the four states, but many have returned home as floodwaters receded in some areas.
… In the Philippines, three villagers drowned in flooding that has engulfed several central provinces after days of heavy rains, bringing the death toll to nine, the military said on Tuesday. 
Despite improving weather, nearly 13,000 people remained in evacuation centers in the agricultural region, mostly in the hard-hit province of Oriental Mindoro, awaiting floodwaters to ease in their villages and farms, according to a statement from the military's Office of Civil Defense.
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/world/archives/2005/12/22/2003285495

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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 GENERAL ASSEMBLY CHIEF HOPES BUDGET TALKS WILL BE RESOLVED TOMORROW        

 The General Assembly could agree by as early as tomorrow on the United     

 Nations’ budget for the next two years, the Assembly’s President Jan       

 Eliasson said today, after weeks of contentious and often slow-moving      

 talks on the issue.                                                        

 In a letter to the Permanent Representatives of the 191 UN Member States,  

 as well as the Permanent Observers, Mr. Eliasson said: “As I write,        

 intense discussions on the 2006-07 budget are under way. I know that work  

 is going on to bring them to a satisfactory conclusion by tomorrow. It is  

 crucial and critical for the UN that we now reach a decision on the budget.”                                                                   

 The budget negotiations have been so thorny that earlier this month        

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan postponed an official trip to Asia to help    

 deal with the problem. At the time he urged Member States to pass a budget 

 before the end of this year to ensure that ongoing UN operations are not  hindered.                                                                  

 Mr. Eliasson said the cost of establishing an ethics office, the external  

 evaluation of the UN’s auditing and oversight system and proposals on an   

 independent oversight advisory committee were also part of the budget talks.                                                                     

 In his letter reviewing progress on implementing the outcome document from 

 September’s World Summit, the Assembly President praised delegates for     

 agreeing earlier this week to set up a Peacebuilding Commission, which     

 will aim to prevent countries emerging from conflict from falling back into chaos.                                                                

“The fact that a number of you were prepared to set aside some deeply held 

 differences of view in order to see the resolution adopted this week shows 

 that this Assembly is willing and able to come together when the time for  

 decisions is here,” he wrote.                                              

 “To those who argue that the United Nations, and the General Assembly in   

 particular, is not able to take important but difficult decisions, I hold  

 up the example of the Peacebuilding Commission as an example of what we    

 can do together.”                                                          

 On the decision to form a Human Rights Council as a successor to the       

 current Commission on Human Rights, Mr. Eliasson said informal             

 consultations have been scheduled for mid-January. The earlier the work on 

 the Council could start, he added, the earlier they could start making the 

 necessary transitional arrangements between the Commission and the Council.                                                                   

 Mr. Eliasson said talks on reform of the Economic and Social Council       

 (ECOSOC) should be concluded early next year to promote further            

 implementation as soon as possible. To this end, consultations would be    

 held in mid-January, he said, and the Assembly had authorized follow-up    

 processes on migration and development in 2006 and on financing for        

 development in 2008/09.                                                    

 He noted that Member States have continued to show strong interest in      

 reform of the 15-member Security Council as an essential element of the    

 overall UN reform effort and he would convene the Open-ended Working Group 

 on the matter in early 2006.                                               

 Mr. Eliasson said he would also consult Member States on issues relevant   

 to countering terrorism, including a strategy, a comprehensive convention  

 and a high-level conference.                                               

 * * *                                                                                                                                                  

 REPORT FROM UN SPECIAL ENVOY CLINTON SAYS TSUNAMI-HIT COUNTRIES MAKE GOOD PROGRESS                                                                   

 In the year following the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster, “a great deal has 

 been accomplished,” ranging from the immediate prevention of outbreaks of  

 disease, the placing of transitional shelters, schools and other           

 facilities to starting the replacement of permanent schools, health        

 centres and homes, a senior United Nations official said today.            

The most challenging days lie ahead, however, as the magnitude of the      

 reconstruction requirements severely test the capacities of many local     

 governments, which lost many of their skilled personnel among the 220,000  

 people who died, the UN Deputy Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery, Eric    

 Schwartz, told a news conference at UN Headquarters.                       

He was launching a UN report on the status of the recovery effort by       

 former United States President Bill Clinton, who is Secretary-General Kofi 

 Annan’s Special Envoy for the Tsunami Recovery.                            

 To cover priorities for next year, Mr. Clinton will press donors to remain 

 committed even after much of the world’s attention has shifted to other    

 crises. Given the large number of international organizations involved in  

 the recovery, Mr. Clinton will also continue to promote more effective     

 coordination and he will encourage governments to move forward vigorously  

 to implement such disaster reduction policies as community education and   

 early warning systems, Mr. Schwartz said.                                  

 He said the Special Envoy will encourage governments to involve their own  

 civil societies in key recovery areas and press for coordinated approaches 

 to generating incomes in such areas as agriculture and fishing.            

Mr. Clinton will also continue to work aggressively to improve temporary   

 living conditions for the tens of thousands of internally displaced people 

 (IDPs), especially in Aceh, Indonesia, as he presses governments to step   

 up the pace of replacing permanent housing, Mr. Schwartz said.             

 Of the $10.5 billion pledged to assist India, Indonesia, Maldives and Sri  

 Lanka, $7.75 billion has been secured so far, he said.                     

 In answer to a question about the increasing global risk of natural        

 disasters, he said the warming of the seas may be playing some role in the 

 growing severity of typhoons, but the best evidence indicates that the     

 increased destruction has resulted from such factors as environmental      

 degradation, increased population pressures, greater poverty and a higher  

 rate of migration to coastal areas.                                        

 Mr. Schwartz was accompanied by UN Assistant Secretary-General for         

 Humanitarian Affairs Margareta Wahlstrom, World Bank economist Deepak      

 Bhattasali, and executives from two non-governmental organizations (NGOs)  

 -- Johan Schaar, Special Representative for Tsunami Operations for the     

 International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies       

 (ICRC); and Gillian Dunn, Director of the International Rescue Committee’s 

 Emergency Preparedness and Response Unit.                                  

 In separate releases, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) said an analysis 

 of 800 focus group discussions in1,100 villages showed that among Sri      

 Lankan tsunami survivors there was a rise in social stigma, depression     

 among widowers and teenage alcohol use.                                    

 On a brighter note, construction spending has made a giant leap in Aceh    

 and Nias in Indonesia from a normal annual total of $50 million to $2      

 billion, while the UN Population Fund has been helping to restore          

 reproductive health services in tsunami-affected communities in Indonesia, 

 Maldives, Sri Lanka and Thailand.                                          

* * *                                                                      

UN SAYS TENSION REMAINS BETWEEN ERITREA AND ETHIOPIA DESPITE REDEPLOYMENTS 

 The military situation in and around the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ)     

 that separates Ethiopian and Eritrean forces remains tense and potentially 

 volatile, even though Ethiopian troops have started pulling back in        

 accordance with Security Council demands, the United Nations mission       

 keeping the truce in the region said today.                                

The UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) said that the Eritrean      

 Government’s ban on its helicopter flights is still in place, and          

 restrictions continue on the movement of peacekeepers inside certain       

 sectors of the TSZ.                                                        

 But it added that it is still trying to monitor the area and troop         

 movements within these limitations, conducting 779 ground patrols in the  past week.                                                                 

 Last week the security council reiterated its demand that Eritrea rescind  

 its restrictions on UNMEE as well as its request for the pullout of UN     

 personnel of specified nationalities, while deciding to temporarily        

 relocate some military and civilian staff now in that country to Ethiopia for their safety.                                                          

 A 23 November Council resolution threatened actions, possibly including    

 sanctions, against Eritrea and Ethiopia if, in the case of Eritrea, it     

 does not immediately rescind its flight ban, and against both parties if   

 they do not reverse their military build up.                               

 Tensions have heightened recently between the two countries because,       

 despite the truce, the border dispute that flared into warfare between     

 1998 and 2000 remains unresolved.                                          

To settle the issue, the Security Council has continued to reiterate its   

 support for the Ethiopia-Eritrea Boundary Commission’s delimitation        

 decision, which Ethiopia has not accepted.                                 

* * *                                                                      

 ANNAN AGREES TO EXTEND OIL-FOR-FOOD COMMITTEE TO FOLLOW-UP ON FINDINGS     

 United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has written to Paul Volcker,   

 chair of the Independent Inquiry Committee (IIC) into the scandal-ridden   

 Iraq Oil-for-Food Programme, to agree to Mr. Volcker’s request to extend   

 the Commission’s follow-up operations until the end of March 2006.                                                                                     

 According to a UN spokesman, the extension is exclusively for the purpose  

 of assisting national authorities who wish to follow up on the findings    

 included in the Commission’s reports.                                      

 Starting 1 January, the follow-up entity, to be called the Office of the   

 IIC, will be headed by a new Executive-Director. It will not retain any    

 investigatory authority, as the IIC has completed its investigation and    

 its three commissioners will remain on a strictly advisory capacity.       

 Upon receiving the 27 October final report of the Committee, which         

 revealed a network of kickbacks and surcharges involving companies         

 registered in a wide range of countries, Mr. Annan called on Member States 

 to take action against illegal practises by companies under their  jurisdiction.                                                                                                                                          

 At the same time he reiterated his commitment to "vital" reform of the UN  

 management structure in response to criticism in earlier IIC reports that  

 found failures in actions by the UN Secretariat in regard to the now       

 defunct $64-billion Programme which allowed Saddam Hussein's               

 sanctions-bound regime to sell oil to buy essential supplies.              

* * *                                                                      

 CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES CAN BENEFIT FROM THEIR HIGH MIGRATION, UN REGIONAL  BODY SAYS                                                                                                                                              

Caribbean countries, with one of the highest net-migration rates in the    

 world, maybenefit from this movement by establishing “brain gain” networks 

 for its diaspora and providing health and education services for           

 foreigners, the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and   

 the Caribbean (ECLAC) says in a new report.                                

Since the late 1970s, some developing countries, especially in Asia, have  

 been placing growing emphasis on considering expatriate skilled population 

 a potential asset instead of a definite loss and setting up brain gain     

 networks. The brain gain is implemented either by repatriating the skilled 

 expatriates for various periods of time, or by associating them with       

 development programmes, according to the UN Educational, Scientific and    

 Cultural Organization (UNESCO).                                            

 The ECLAC report says more studies are also needed of the remittances sent 

 by migrant workers overseas and the socioeconomic impact on the receiving  country.    

 Caribbean countries have a long-standing history of emigration to Europe   

 and Northern America and the figures released in 2003 by the UN Population 

 Division indicate that the region has lost more than 5 million people over 

 the last 50 years, it says.                                                

 While the small countries lose nurses and teachers to Canada, the United   

 Kingdom and the United States, the health and education sectors of these   

 countries are suffering from worker shortages, it says.                    

 Within the Caribbean area, the free movement of people presents both       

 opportunities and obstacles, the report says. Many in the Caribbean see    

 the benefits of free movement, but also see that given the multicultural   

 nature of the subregion and its many different languages and cultures, the 

 issue of multiculturalism needs to be further addressed.                   

The report, based on an expert group meeting held in Trinidad and Tobago   

 in mid-September, will be presented at the next Ad Hoc Committee on        

 Population and Development during the ECLAC meeting next April, as well as 

 at the UN General Assembly’s high-level dialogue on international          

 migration and development during its 61st session next fall.               

Within the Caribbean region, available data indicate that one-third of     

 Caribbean migrants reside in Trinidad and Tobago, about one-quarter in the 

 US Virgin Islands and one in 10 in Barbados. The major sending countries   

 include Grenada, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Guyana.               

 Some islands, especially those with growing tourist sectors, such as the   

 British Virgin Islands and Anguilla, along with Antigua and Barbuda, the   

 Dutch dependencies of Aruba and the Netherlands Antilles, have resident    

 populations in which one-third or more are foreign-born.                   

 While some countries benefit from these migratory flows through            

 remittances or the influx of skilled people, other nations have been       

 suffering severe consequences from the brain drain, especially from their  

 public health and education sectors.                                       

 * * *                                                                      

 ISRAELI GRANT TO UNDP/PAPP TO DEVELOP GAZA STRIP SITES EVACUATED BY        

 ISRAELIS                                                                   

With a $25 million grant to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP ), the Israeli government made its first donation to a UN agency that will 

 give the Palestinian territories an economic boost following Israel’s      

 withdrawal from the occupied Gaza Strip.                                   

 UNDP’s Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People (UNDP/PAPP)       

 announced today that it had received the Israeli funds to clear and        

 rehabilitate sites in the Gaza Strip that had been occupied by evacuated   

 Israeli settlers. The money will be used to clear and recycle more than    

 1.2 million tons of debris and rubble that will be milled and recycled for 

 use as road paving and building materials.                                 

The entire project, which will employ several hundred Palestinian workers, 

 should be wrapped up in 18 months. UNDP has promised to move as quickly as 

 possible so Palestinians can begin rebuilding on the evacuated sites by    

 June 2006.                                                                 

“This project is important because it not only paves the way for           

 Palestinians to be able to use the land as soon as possible for their      

 development plans, but also because it will generate hundreds of jobs for  

 unemployed Palestinian laborers, contributing to the fight against the     

 rising tide of poverty in the Gaza Strip,” said the acting head of         

 UNDP/PAPP, Minna Tyrkk.                                                    

 The Israeli government, the Palestinian Authority and the Office of the    

 Special Envoy for the Quartet, James Wolfenshon, asked UNDP to undertake   

 the rehabilitation project. “We are very pleased with the trust that all   

 parties have place in UNDP/PAPP to carry out this task,” added Ms. Tyrkk.  

* * *                                                                      

 WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTION WILL FOSTER NEW UN CULTURE, SAYS TOP OFFICIAL     

 Outlining the United Nations new whistleblower protection policy, the      

 Organization’s top management official today hailed it as an exceptional   

 tool to root out misdeeds and mismanagement and ensure transparency by     

 defending those who report misconduct against retaliation.                                                                                             

 “We want to get to the real wrongdoing and the real corruption and the     

 real fraud and want our staff to have the courage to come forward and be   

 supported by the United Nations when they come forward and report          

 misconduct,” Under-Secretary-General for Management Christopher Burnham    

 told a news briefing.                                                      

 “Hopefully this will help foster this culture of ‘I will not lie, cheat or 

 steal or tolerate those who do’,” he added, noting that that the           

 Government Accountability Project labelled the new policy the “gold        

 standard” and called it the first time any inter-governmental body has     

 guaranteed freedom of expression.                                          

 But Mr. Burnham stressed that another ‘culture’, the transmission and      

 dissemination of unsubstantiated rumours, is not a protected activity.     

 “And one of the important things here, of course, is that that will also   

 have to stop, this culture of the anonymous assassination hit mails that   

 go around this place, accusing each other within the community of all      

 kinds of untoward behaviour,” he said.                                     

 “It’s a surprising culture that I found when I got here in June of the     

 kind of anonymous e-mail allegations that go around here. Ultimately we    

 live in an internet society now, an internet world, and it’s going to be   

 quite difficult to pursue individuals who spread these kinds of salacious  

 character assassinations, accusations around the web.”                     

 The new policy, signed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Monday, states:  

 “Retaliation against individuals who have reported misconduct or who have  

 cooperated with audits or investigations violates the fundamental          

 obligation of all staff members to uphold the highest standards of         

 efficiency, competence and integrity and to discharge their functions and  

 regulate their conduct with the best interests of the Organization in view.”                                                                     

 It addresses concerns raised by staff in last year’s integrity perception  

 survey and Mr. Annan hopes it will give full assurance to those seeking to 

 report misconduct that their voice will be heard and that they will be     

 protected from retaliation.                                                

 * * *                                                                      

 UN FAN PROPOSES TO GIRLFRIEND ON GENERAL ASSEMBLY PODIUM                   

Usually playing host to presidents and prime ministers, the podium of the   United Nations General Assembly hall this week was also the venue for a  marriage proposal.                                                         

 Just four days before Christmas, a Southern Californian Catholic professor 

 popped the marriage question to his German Jewish girlfriend as their      

 private tour of UN headquarters in New York City artfully ended in the     

 expansive hall of the General Assembly. For the past several months, Alan  

 Daly had his heart set on the UN as the place where he wanted to ask       

 Bettina Hausmann, his girlfriend of three years, to marry him. So at the   

 podium where global affairs are usually debated, Mr. Daly kneeled down and 

 asked Ms. Hausmann to marry him. She said “Yes.”                           

“The UN is a giant symbol of peace and hope and love and understanding,”   

 said the 39-year-old Mr. Daly, who is originally from Boston. “And those   

 are qualities that make a foundation for a good relationship.”             

The couple, who met three years ago on a flight from San Francisco to      

 Santa Barbara, Calif. while Ms. Hausmann was visiting from her native      

 Germany, have always supported the Organization’s efforts to resolve       

 conflicts – especially its extensive role in the volatile Middle East. And 

 the Mideast region has long been a passion of Ms. Hausmann, who has a      

 master’s degree in international management from a German university and   

 will return to school in southern California this fall to secure a degree  

 in global studies.                                                         

While a student at the City College of Santa Barbara this past spring, the 

 35-year-old German participated in a Model UN program and represented      

 Saudi Arabia. She speaks five languages, German, English, Russian, French, 

 Greek, as well as a bit of Yiddish. Mr. Daly speaks English and a bit of   

 German – which he says he mangled badly to repeat his marriage proposal to 

 Ms. Hausmann in her native language.                                       

 The couple arrived in New York City from Santa Barbara, where they live    

 together, on Tuesday night and made their first visit to the UN Wednesday  

 morning. Unfazed by the New York City transit strike that had snarled      

 traffic around town, the couple caught a cab to make their 11:30 a.m.      

 private tour, which Mr. Daly had already booked.                           

Their German-Iranian UN tour guide, Ahmad Azadi, made the arrangements     

 with UN security to let the couple enter the General Assembly’s floor,     

 which is generally off- limit to visitors. Mr. Azadi also helped the       

 couple celebrate their engagement with a lunch in the UN Delegate’s Dining 

 Room. The couple’s luggage was lost during the previous day’s flight from  

 California and they were wearing jeans, a violation of the dining room’s   

 dress code. So Mr. Azadi, who had chosen to wear his traditional Iranian   

 dress that day, lent Mr. Daly his UN tour guide garb - a light blue shirt, 

 navy pants and a tie with the UN logo printed in red. Ms. Hausmann         

 received his olive green, Iranian woolen wrap to literally wrap around her  jeans.                                                                     

 “The UN symbolizes human relationships,” said Mr. Daly, “I wish more       

 people would realize that human relationships are what is most important.” 

 Helene Hoedl, chief of the Guided Tours Unit at the UN, said this was the  

 first marriage proposal that had taken place at headquarters during her    

 five years with the Organization. About 400,000 visitors are expected to   

 pass through UN headquarters this year, an increase of 14 per cent over  2004.                                                                      

 * * *                                                                      

 CHILD MALNUTRITION REMAINS UNACCEPTABLY HIGH IN NIGER, UN-BACKED SURVEY  SHOWS                                                                      

 Images of the gaunt eyes and scrawny bodies of Niger's children shocked    

 the world into action earlier this year, bringing aid that saved 90 per    

 cent of the more than 300,000 children treated, but the impoverished       

 country’s youngsters still face high levels of malnutrition, a new United  

 Nations-backed survey warns.                                               

 Malnutrition rates range from 9 to 18 per cent and inadequate infant and   

 young child feeding practices are likely causes, according to the survey   

 conducted by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the government   

 of Niger, the United States Centres for Disease Control in Atlanta.        

 Niger experienced a serious food crisis in 2005 following erratic          

 rainfall, locust invasions, and decreased access to food and basic health  

 services during the 2004 growing season.                                                                                                               

 Over 300,000 malnourished children received treatment thanks to the        

 Government, UNICEF and more than 20 international and national             

 non-governmental organizations, with support from the international community.                                                                 

 “We are proud of this unique accomplishment,” Noel Marie Zagre, Head of    

 Nutrition Section at UNICEF Niger, said, noting that 90 per cent of        

 treated children recovered. “But the results of the survey we conducted    

 confirm that the work is far from over.”                                   

 The crisis exacerbated the country’s existing problem of structural        

 malnutrition and the survey results will be used by the Government, UNICEF 

 and their partners to plan nutrition programmes for 2006.                  

The survey helped identify underlying causes of malnutrition. Cultural     

 factors and social behaviours, such as inadequate infant and young child   

 feeding practices, have a major impact on structural malnutrition. Taboos  

 about certain foods such as eggs and fish complicate the development of    

 healthy feeding habits. In certain societies, for instance, eggs are       

 forbidden for a child because it is believed he will become a thief.       

Thus, strategies must include in-depth studies on this issue and           

 programmes for behaviour change to effectively fight malnutrition.         

 “Structural reduction of Niger’s high malnutrition rates will come only as 

 these roots are addressed long term. We can settle for nothing less,”      

 UNICEF country representative Karim Adjibade said.                         

An action plan based on the survey results includes: continued support for 

 Government and NGO therapeutic feeding centres; prevention through         

 behaviour change, improved feeding practices and systematic de-worming;    

 support for providing access to free basic health care for children under  

 five; and support for Government efforts to design a national nutrition    

 policy based on mid- and long-term perspectives.                           

* * *                                                                      

DR CONGO: UNICEF RUSHES AID TO 10,000 PEOPLE DISPLACED BY FRESH FIGHTING   

 The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in the Democratic Republic of  

 Congo (DRC) has provided emergency relief items to over 10,000 newly       

 displaced people in three camps, north of Katanga province.                                                                                            

 “This immediate emergency response has helped ensure that the vulnerable   

 populations are able to cope with the present crisis with dignity,” UNICEF 

 said of the supplies, including plastic sheeting, blankets, soap and       

 cooking utensils, which have been distributed to the displaced families by 

 the non-governmental organization (NGO) MSF-Holland.                       

 Tens of thousands of people fled their homes earlier this month in fear of 

 fresh militia attacks in the Katanga region, where the Congolese army,     

 backed by the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC), is trying to oust militias    

 that have tortured, raped and killed civilians across the eastern part of  

 the vast country ever since a five-year civil war ended in 2002.           

More than 10,000 displaced people are presently living in three camps      

 managed by MSF-Holland in the district of Pweto. MSF reports indicate that 

 about 300 to 400 newly displaced persons arrive in the camps every day,    

 the majority of them women and children.                                   

 UNICEF’s medium-term emergency aid will cover additional essential         

 supplies for primary health care and nutrition and assistance to local     

 organizations working to reintegrate children released from armed groups   

 into their communities, as well as providing educational supplies and      

 materials for the displaced.                                               

 The UN World Food programme (WFP), working with Caritas, a local NGO, is   

 urgently mobilizing food aid and said earlier this month that it needs $20 

 million in additional funding.                                             

* * *                                                                      

 GUATEMALA: STRUGGLING TO FEED 300,000 PEOPLE, UN AGENCY FACES FUNDING SHORTFALL                                                                  

 More than two months after Hurricane Stan struck Guatemala, and with only  

 a few days left before Christmas, the United Nations World Food Programme  

 (WFP) is facing a funding shortfall of more than $8 million as it rushes   

 non-stop aid to more than 300,000 people threatened by a major food        

 security crisis.                                                           

“WFP wants to make sure that every single child, woman and man affected by 

 Stan is not left without food during the coming holidays,” the agency’s    

 Guatemala Emergency Coordinator Helmut Rauch said, calling on              

 international donors to step up.                                           

“We’ve heard and seen enough distress in the field, and we’ve heard too    

 many heartbreaking stories; it’s now time for people to concentrate on     

 rebuilding their lives. WFP food will enable them to do just that,” he added.                                                                     

Contributions so far cover only 42 per cent of WFP’s $14.1 million appeal, 

 leaving a shortfall of $8.1 million.                                       

 Working closely with strategic partners in the field, WFP will deliver     

 5,000 metric tons of food aid throughout December and January to more than 

 60,000 families in the western highland and southern Pacific regions, many 

 of whom lost their crops and homes.                                        

On 5 October, Hurricane Stan devastated a swath of the Central American    

 country, directly affecting 1.5 million people and leaving behind          

 increased vulnerability and food insecurity. Since the emergency started,  

 WFP has provided nearly 2,000 tons of food to the worst affected communities.                                                               

 Representative of the victims is Jaime Velasquez Bautista, 40, who lost    

 his wife when trying to save his two oldest daughters from the mudslides.  

 He was left with no house or crops and all his savings were inside his     

 demolished home. He has five children to feed and a broken arm that        

 hinders him from finding work.                                             

 “WFP’s mission is to identify and provide food to families like Jaime’s,”  

 Mr. Rauch said. “This is why we continue to urge the international         

 community not to forget about people in Guatemala.”                        

 * * *                                                                      

 MANY TSUNAMI CHILDREN FEEL HOPEFUL ABOUT FUTURE, ACCORDING TO NEW UN  SURVEY                                                                                                                                                 

 One year after the tsunami dramatically changed their lives, children in   

 India, Sri Lanka and Thailand feel hopeful about the future, while those   

 in Indonesia are recovering at a slower pace, according to a survey of     

 youngsters released today by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).  

 In the survey, UNICEF Tsunami Relief Study – The Views of Affected         

 Children, 1,633 children in the four countries were interviewed about      

 their thoughts and feelings on the disaster and their future. The survey   

 polled children 8-17 years old, all of whom where directly affected by the tsunami.                                                                   

 The survey indicates that while children’s lives continue to be affected   

 by the 26 December tsunami, which killed over 230,000 people and displaced 

 some 1.5 million more in 12 countries, they are optimistic and hopeful     

 about their future. More than two-thirds of the children feel that their   

 situation has improved and that they are better off now compared to the    

 weeks immediately following the tsunami.                                   

 UNICEF commissioned the study to better understand how surviving this      

 tragedy has affected children, to provide an honest and authentic          

 perspective directly from the children and to improve programs that meet   

 the needs of the tsunami generation.                                       

 Key findings include:                                                      

       Some 80 percent of children polled in India, Sri Lanka and Thailand  

       are positive about their future. “Hopeful, happy, confident” are the 

       words they use to describe their feelings. In Indonesia, children    

       have the least optimistic view of the future; one-third believes     

       their lives will not improve, possibly because a staggering 69 per   

       cent of those surveyed there had lost a family member.               

       Many children are still afraid. More than half those surveyed in     

       India and Sri Lanka fear another earthquake or tsunami, and 76 per   

       cent interviewed in Thailand fear the loss of a loved one. More than 

       one-third of those polled in Indonesia said they often feel alone.   

       Virtually all children interviewed were aware they benefited from    

       relief assistance, but also felt that additional aid was needed. The 

       children identified several key needs, most often mentioning support 

       to stay in school, though 9 out of 10 identified themselves as back  

       in school.                                                           

 A separate series of 800 focus-group discussions carried out in 1,100      

 villages in Sri Lanka by the country’s Human Rights Commission in          

 collaboration with the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the University  

 of Colombo, found survivors suffering from social stigma, depression among 

 widowers and increased alcohol use among teenagers.                        

* * *                                                                      

For more details go to UN News Centre                                      
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The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Pragati Pascale, Spokesperson for the General Assembly President.

Briefing by the Spokesman for Secretary-General
Good afternoon.

Our guest today will be the Under-Secretary-General for Management, Christopher Burnham, who’ll be joining us to discuss with you the new whistle-blower protection policy we mentioned to you earlier this week.

**Security Council
The Security Council has no more meetings planned -- scheduled at least -- until the end of this year.  Yesterday, it adopted three resolutions, which extended the mandates of the United Nations Operation in Burundi, the United Nations Disengagement Force in the Golan Heights, and the panel monitoring human rights and other violations in Darfur.  It also adopted a fourth resolution, demanding that foreign fighters in the Democratic Republic of the Congo disarm. 

The Council also issued four presidential statements that demanded an end to atrocities by all parties in Darfur, reviewed counter-terrorism mechanisms, commended the Congolese people on their recent referendum, and agreed with the Secretary-General’s view that the Middle East will remain “very tense” until an all-encompassing settlement for the region’s problems can be reached.

The Council also held consultations on Eritrea and Ethiopia, with a briefing by Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hedi Annabi, as well as on threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts.

**Eritrea-Ethiopia
In fact, from the United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE), they tell us that the military situation in the Temporary Security Zone and Adjacent Areas remains tense and potentially volatile.

However, Ethiopian troops have started pulling back in keeping with Security Council resolution 1640, and the pullback is being monitored by peacekeeping patrols.

Nonetheless, the Eritrean Government’s ban on the United Nations Mission helicopters is still in place, and restrictions continue on the movement of peacekeepers inside certain sectors of the Temporary Security Zone.

The Mission says it is still trying to monitor the Zone and Adjacent Areas with these limitations in place, but in the past week, they have conducted some 779 ground patrols.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
From the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the United Nations Mission there reports that United Nations peacekeepers along with Congolese soldiers have been taking part in a joint operation against local armed groups in the north-eastern province of Ituri.  Approximately 300 Nepalese peacekeepers and an Indian-piloted gunship have been providing support for more than 1,000 soldiers from the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s national army.

In the fire fight this past Monday, in which two Nepalese platoons were participating along with an Indian gunship, seven militia members were reportedly killed, as well as one Congolese soldier.  The operation is aimed at rooting out armed groups in the Nioka area, which is about 75 kilometres north-east of Bunia, the capital of Ituri Province.

** Sudan
The United Nations Mission in the Sudan says that several United Nations agencies are sending personnel to North Darfur where some 8,000 refugees are returning to Sudan from Chad, following attacks by Chadian opposition groups.  And we have more upstairs in a press release from the Mission.

**Israel-Palestine
And the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) says it has signed an agreement with the Government of Israel in which the UNDP will be in charge of cleaning and rehabilitating the area of the recently evacuated settlements in the Gaza Strip.  The project, funded with a $25 million grant from the Israeli Government, is aimed at boosting the economy of the Gaza Strip, the agency said.  And we have copies of that press release available upstairs.

** Iraq -- Oil-for-Food
This is regarding the Volcker Panel.  The Secretary-General has written to Paul Volcker, as chair of the Independent Inquiry Committee (IIC) into oil-for-food, to inform him that he has agreed to Mr. Volcker’s request to extend the life-span of the Commission until the end of March 2006.  This extension is exclusively for the purpose of assisting national authorities who wish to follow up on the findings included in the Commission’s reports.  Having fully completed its investigation, the IIC will not retain any investigatory capacity or authority.

Starting 1 January, the follow-up entity will be called the Office of the IIC, headed up by an Executive-Director, who will be Reid Morden, who, as you know, served as Mr. Volcker’s Chief of Staff.  The three commissioners, Mr. Volcker, Mr. Pieth and Mr. Goldstone, will remain on board on an advisory capacity only. 

The Permanent Representative of Iraq had also written to the Secretary-General supporting this request, and the Secretary-General has informed the presidency of the Security Council of this new set-up. 

** Iraq --IAMB
Also on Iraq, the International Advisory and Monitoring Board (IAMB) for the Iraq Development Fund will be holding one of its periodic meetings next week.  This will be held at United Nations Headquarters on 28 and 29 December.  We do expect the members of the Board to hold an actual live press conference here in 226 for your benefit on 29 December.

As you know, the Board, which operates under a Security Council resolution, is made up of representatives of the United Nations, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and the Arab Fund for Social and Economic Development. 

**Tsunami
And lastly today, at 1 p.m. there will be a press conference in this room to mark the one-year anniversary of last year’s devastating tsunami in the Indian Ocean.  

The key actors in the recovery effort will take stock of progress achieved and highlight existing challenges, and a report by the United Nations Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery, former United States President Bill Clinton, will be released. 

The speakers will include Eric Schwartz, the Deputy Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery; Margareta Wahlstrom, the Assistant Humanitarian Affairs Chief; as well as representatives from the World Bank, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, and the International Rescue Committee.

And on a related note, we have press releases available upstairs from the United Nations Population Fund detailing its work to restore reproductive health facilities in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand and the Maldives, as well as press releases on the recovery efforts from the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO).

That is it for me.  Any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  On the Volcker extension, is there any budgetary implications (inaudible)?

Spokesman:  That extension will cost about $1.25 million.

Question:  It will come out from oil-for-food?

Spokesman:  It will come out from what remains the 2.2 account.

Question:  As a follow-up to yesterday’s press conference and one non-answered question asked by my colleague, Mr. Roth, does the Secretary-General feel that in order to answer the question about the car that he partially bought, and that was bought in his name, he has to be a spokesman, or a lawyer for someone who happens to be his son?

Spokesman:  I think I will not engage in any Monday morning quarterbacking about yesterday’s press conference.  The Secretary-General was here for close to an hour.  He spoke to you at length, and his answers stand.  And I have absolutely nothing to add.

Question:  I wondered if you had any comments on an article written in the current issue of Harper’s magazine sent to United Nations correspondents, and the thrust of which that the United Nations is not reformable under present conditions, and that the only person who can save it is former President Bill Clinton.

Spokesman:  I have not yet read the article.  It’s long.  It’s on my desk.

Question:  On the budget, do you have any update? 

Spokesman:  Let me just add -- we do believe this Organization is reformable.

Question:  Do you have any update on the budget that’s going down to the wire?

Spokesman:  Down to the wire -- yes -- minute before midnight.  The discussions are extensive and exhaustive, and we do very much hope the Member States will agree on an outcome.

Question:  I need to clarify a point you made on Monday in your answer to questions relating to the interview Mr. Mehlis gave to Asharq al-Awsat, which was published last Saturday.  At one point -– it has led to some confusion -- at one point you talk about Mr. Mehlis being misquoted.  Could you clarify please if you meant that he was misquoted by the newspaper, by the interviewer, or in some excerpts that were picked up by some wire services?  You had said that some were the quotes that were identified as Mr. Mehlis’ in some of the wire copy were, in fact, erroneous, but it’s being misinterpreted.  Can you please clarify?

Spokesman:  We have absolutely no reason to doubt the veracity of the interview as it was transcribed on the English language Website of Asharq al-Awsat, no reason to doubt the veracity as it appeared in the newspaper.  What I was referring to was some of the rewrites done on the interview out of Beirut by other news outlets, which I think misquoted and misinterpreted what Mr. Mehlis had said.

Question:  Can you specify which quote?

Spokesman:  It was especially the quote relating to the demand by some countries, as some of the rewrites had stated, which was not mentioned in the actual interview.

Question:  (Inaudible) ... actually quoted him verbally saying that he said someone was asking for the report to be rewritten.  Just for the record.

Spokesman:  That’s correct.

Question:  This new Deputy Chef de Cabinet of the Secretary-General.  Was she recommended by Maurice Strong?  Just want to know.  

Spokesman:  Not aware at all of her recommendation by Mr. Strong.  She is a very strong candidate having worked in the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), and she will start off in February.  We look forward to having her on board.

We’ll have Pragati and then Mr. Burnham.  Thank you.

**Briefing by Spokesperson for Assembly President
Good afternoon.  The informal consultations on the Human Rights Council concluded work for the year yesterday morning with a positive atmosphere.  It was agreed to resume intensive negotiations on 11 January, when most delegates will be back in New York, with the aim of finalizing an agreement.  The consensus among delegations was that, because of time pressures caused by the adoption of the Peacebuilding Commission later than expected, as well as by the holidays and the budget talks, it would be more productive to reconvene in January at a time when delegates could focus and achieve a quality result, rather than to rush through an agreement at a busy period.
Intensive talks on the budget for 2006-2007 are continuing today in informal sessions, seeking to bridge positions put forward by different groups.  There has been some progress, although there is more work to do.  The General Assembly President is deeply engaged in finding a solution.  He has set the deadline for tomorrow and is still working on that expectation, and, therefore, a plenary meeting is being scheduled for tomorrow to take action on the budget.  
The Assembly is meeting in plenary this morning to take action on a number of draft resolutions forwarded by the Second Committee on various development issues.
And later today, the President will be sending out a year-end letter to all Member States, reporting on the status of all the Summit follow-up negotiations.  And we will circulate that to you as soon as it has been distributed.
**Questions and Answers
Question:  Can you define Human Rights Council negotiations a bit more?  From what I hear, they’re far apart, which is the reason it was delayed, and that in Geneva the spokesman for the Human Rights Commission said he expected to have another session of the discredited one this spring.

The way you described it now, it looked like they were reaching some kind of agreement, which they may on the budget, that seems to be moving, but not the Council.  Can you give us any more information?

Spokesperson:  I was told that the atmosphere was very positive yesterday, that they’re bridging positions, even though there are still disagreements, but they’re working them out. 

I was also told that there’s been an emerging expectation over the last month or two that the Commission on Human Rights would have to meet again in March-April, even if it’s just to finish up business, and make a proper transition to the Council.  So there’s expectation of that.

Question:  But the expectation after the Summit was that that thing was dead.  And now because they can’t agree on it, it’s going to meet again.  No?

Spokesperson:  That’s not the position that the President’s point person for the Human Rights Council is taking. 

Question:  What’s the scenario for the plenary of the General Assembly tomorrow?  Is it going to be held at five minutes to midnight?

Spokesperson:  They haven’t set a time -- morning, afternoon, night.  It’s definitely down to the wire.

Question:  How firm is that deadline concept?  Is tomorrow "do or die", and is there at least a time given as to when they would want to wrap up when the deadline is, is a specific time given? 

Spokesperson:  They haven’t set a time for the plenary, and that’s as much as I know.  They’re quite firm, the President’s quite firm about trying to meet that deadline, partly because it would be more productive.  Many delegations won’t have staff here next week, or the proper staff to reach an appropriate political agreement.  So he’s pushing hard to get the political agreement this week -– to get the best agreement.

Question:  What time is President Eliasson’s trip to Stockholm tomorrow?

Question:  Has he cancelled it?

Spokesperson:  No, he still has a ticket for tomorrow night.  I think he has several tickets, maybe one for Saturday, as well.

Question:  On the Human Rights Council, does the main sticking point continue to be whether [election for] membership to the Council should be by two thirds or by simple majority?  Is that the sticking point?

Spokesperson:  There are a number of points that still need to be bridged –- the selection of the members of the Council, the arrangements for universal review of human rights records of all the countries, the procedures for country-specific resolutions and how they would be handled.  There are quite a few issues, but that was expected.  Everyone knew that there were different positions, and it’s been going well, from what I’m told by the President’s Office.  And it’s not a case at all that it’s broken down or stalled.

Question:  Has the President been assured that most of the delegates will be back by 11 January at the ambassadorial level, in other words, at the decision-making level?

Spokesperson:  The consensus from his talks with delegations is that they’ll be back in business -- the tenth is a holiday and on the eleventh people should be back.

Great.  Thank you.
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Wicked weather dominates 2005 headlines (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Canada:_Wicked_weather" ��Canada TV�)


Pollution May Slow Warming; Cleaner Air May Speed It, Study Says (� HYPERLINK  \l "_New_York_Times:" ��New York Times�)


Little clarity on how aid gets spent (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Financial_Times:_Little" ��Financial Times�)





Emirates Bank’s Sponsored Nature Network Attends the TUNZA International Youth Conference, India (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Al_Bawaba_(Jordan):Emirates" ��Al Bawaba�)


Environment: Brussels Spells Out Long-Term Strategy for Sustainable Natural Resource Use (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Europe_Information_Service:" ��Europe Information Service�)
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Mécanisme pour un développement propre : Le Maroc parmi les premiers pays à enregistrer des projets auprès de l¹ONU (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Al_Bayane_Mécanisme" ��Al Bayane�)
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