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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 28 December 2005



Other Environment News
· British Biologist Uses Carbon Trading To Grow Forests (Reuters)
· Llaman a Europa a cumplir Protocolo de Kyoto (Prensa Latina)
· In Russia, Pollution Is Good for Business (New York Times)
· Amazon highway is route to strife in Brazil (The Boston Globe)
· The Fate of the Condor's Flight (Inter Press Service)
· Native ladybirds 'under threat' (BBC)
· La vie secrète des petites cuillères (L'Express)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

there are no media updates from the regional offices for today



Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  27 December 2005
· no spokesman's briefing transcript was available


BBC: Africa switches to unleaded fuel 

27.12.2005

Sub-Saharan Africa will meet a deadline to use only unleaded petrol by the end of 2005, the United Nations says. 

Lead additives in petrol, linked to disease and environmental damage, are being phased out worldwide. 

South Africa, the last sub-Saharan country to complete the changeover, is on track for the 31 December deadline. 

The change stems from a pledge made at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, when almost all Africa was still using leaded fuel. 

Klaus Toepfer, the head of the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (Unep), described the continent-wide changeover to unleaded fuel as "a real environmental and health achievement". 

"I pay tribute to all those governments, companies and others such as the World Bank who kept this promise," he said. 

Lead is associated with a wide range of health problems, including damage to the brains of babies and young children. 

Leaded fuel has already been phased out in most developed countries, but is still in use in some North African and Asian countries. 

Earlier this month, the changeover in South Africa caused fuel shortages throughout southern Africa, as refineries shut down temporarily while they underwent the modifications needed to produce only unleaded fuel 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: Sub-Saharan Africa phases out leaded fuel, U.N. environment agency says
[appears in The Guardian (UK), CNN, local US papers, ...]
27.12.2005


All 49 Sub-Saharan Africa countries will have phased out leaded fuel from their pumps and refineries by the end of the year, part of a wider aim to improve the continent's health and environment, a U.N. environment agency said Tuesday.

South Africa will be the last country south of the Sahara desert to switch to unleaded fuel on Jan. 1, a change promised by Sub-Sahara African governments at a U.N.-sponsored conference on sustainable development in 2002, the U.N. Environment Program said. 

The switchover contributed to severe shortages at gas stations in South Africa and its neighbors as holiday makers took to the road in large numbers earlier this month. Government officials accused gas companies of failing to stockpile for production shutdowns as refineries prepared to make the switch to cleaner fuels.

In North Africa, only Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia and the disputed territory of Western Sahara are yet to phase out leaded fuel. Algeria does not yet have a plan to do so, the agency said.

Lead is a heavy metal that is linked to a wide range of ailments and ill health in people and infants and young children, in particular.

The U.N. Environment Program said that now African countries will have to deal with the problem of high sulfur content in the fuel sold at its pumps.

"In Europe sulfur levels in diesel vehicle fuels are typically 10 to 50 parts per million ... most African countries are currently at 5,000 parts per million with some countries ... having even higher sulfur content," it warned.
____________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse Agentur: Sub-Saharan Africa to phase out leaded petrol by 2006 

27.12.2005

Nairobi (dpa) - Sub-Saharan Africa is well on track to phase out leaded petrol by January as pledged three years ago at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), according to a United Nations Environment (UNEP) statement released Tuesday in Nairobi. 

``This is a real environmental and health achievement and I pay tribute to all those governments like, companies and others such as the World Bank who kept this promise made at WSSD,'' said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP. 

The process has not been all smooth sailing, with countries in the South African region hit by a fuel shortage after South African suppliers rushed to make the January deadline for cleaner fuels in line with an accord sub-Saharan countries signed in Senegal in 2001. 

According to the Automobile Association in Kenya, motorists with older vehicles designed to run on leaded fuel will have to pay the pricey equivalent of 200 U.S. dollars for catalytic converters without which the advantage of unleaded fuel is wasted. 

Lead, a heavy polluting metal, is linked with a wide range of ailments including damage to the brains of babies and young children. 

``In 2002, only one country of the forty-nine countries in sub-Saharan Africa - Sudan - was fully unleaded. With South Africa to go unleaded January 1, 2006, all of sub-Saharan Africa will have switched,'' the UNEP statement added. 

Despite the good news on petrol, the U.N. environment agency remains concerned about the sulphur levels in diesel used in Africa. 

Sulphur levels in diesel vehicle fuels are typically 10 to 50 parts per million in Europe, but most African countries are currently at 5,000 parts per million with some countries having even higher sulphur content. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse:  Sub-Saharan Africa meets deadline for lead-free petrol 
27.12.2005 

[appears in The Independent (SA), ...]

NAIROBI, Dec 27 (AFP) - Sub-Saharan Africa is set to meet a January 1 deadline to move to unleaded gasoline agreed three years ago by the region's 49 nations in a bid to stem rising pollution and improve health, the United Nations said Tuesday. 

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said the goal would be achieved Sunday when South Africa officially switches from leaded to lead-free petrol in keeping with the pledge made at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) when only one nation in the region, Sudan, was fully unleaded. 

"This is a real environmental and health achievement and I pay tribute to all those governments, companies and others such as the World Bank who kept this promise," said Klaus Toepfer, the head of the Nairobi-based UNEP. 

Lead is used as a fuel additive to prevent engines from "knocking," but exhaust fumes from such fuel are blamed for a wide range of ailments such as brain damage in babies and young children as well as air pollution. 

Leaded gasoline has been phased out in much of the developed world and with sub-Saharan Africa about to become lead-free, UNEP said it and a public-private partnership would now set their sights on other regions as well as look at reducing other dangerous fuel emissions. 

More than 30 countries still use leaded gasoline and the aim of the new programme, to be launched in early 2006 with an emphasis on the Middle East and Asia, is to switch the entire world to unleaded by 2008. 

Nations without plans to phase out the use of leaded petrol include: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bhutan, Cambodia, Cuba, Iraq, Laos, Mongolia, Myanmar, North Korea, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, according to UNEP. 

In addition, UNEP plans to address sulphur exhaust emissions in sub-Saharan Africa and in Latin America, where the sulphur content in diesel fuel in many countries is thousands of times higher than it is in Europe. 

Emissions of sulphur, which occurs naturally in petroleum, has been linked to heart trouble in the elderly and vulernable groups and can damage trees and ecosystems. 

"It is cause for extreme concern," Toepfer said. So I am delighted that (we are) now looking at this issue too so we can end the bipolar world in which developed countries have cleaner and healthier sulphur levels than developing countries." 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: L'Afrique subsaharienne abandonnera l'essence avec plomb l'an prochain

27.12.2005 

Le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (Pnue) a annoncé mardi qu'à  partir du 1er  janvier 2006, la région de l'Afrique subsaharienne utilisera de  l'essence sans plomb, un objectif fixé il y a trois ans.  

     Cette mesure, lancée lors du sommet mondial sur le  développement en 2002, signifie un monde plus propre en faveur de  plusieurs millions de personnes à  travers la région, indique un  communiqué de cette institution onusienne.  

     Le plomb est un métal lourd pouvant conduire à  un grand nombre  de maladies, dont l'atteinte aux cerveaux de bébés et de jeunes  enfants.  

     L'essence avec plomb, interdite dans une bonne partie du monde, a toujours étét utilisée il y a plusieurs années dans la plupart  des pays subsahariens.  

     En 2002, le Soudan était le seul pays des 49 pays subsahariens  qui a utilisé entièrement l'essence sans plomb.  

     Avec la mise en vigueur de l'interdiction de l'essence avec  plomb en Afrique du Sud à partir du premier 2006, l'ensemble des  pays d'Afrique subsaharienne deviendront une zone sans plomb.  
_____________________________________________________________________________

Angola Press Agency: Sub-Saharan Africa phases out leaded gasoline
27.12.2005

NAIROBI, 12/27 - The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) announced on Tuesday that as of January 1, 2006, the sub-Saharan African region`s vehicle fuels will be lead-free, thus a promise made three years ago to rid the region of leaded gasoline has been met.

The phase-out, promised at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in 2002, means a healthier world for millions of people across the region, the UN agency said in a statement.

Lead, a notorious heavy metal, is linked with a wide range of ailments and ill health including damage to the brains of babies and young children.

It has been phased out in many parts of the world already, including North America and Europe. Until a few years ago pretty much all countries in sub-Saharan Africa were using leaded gasoline.

This is a real environmental and health achievement, Klaus Toepfer, executive director of UNEP, said in the statement. 

"We also need to work to tackle other pollutants, promote alternative fuels such as bio-fuels and hydrogen alongside more efficient and less polluting vehicles and transportation networks and systems that are environment and people friendly. Not just in developed countries but for everyone across the globe," he added.

A Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles or PCFV was formed at WSSD in 2002 as a so called Type II partnership with its first aim of phasing out leaded gasoline in sub-Saharan Africa.

It was established to take forward the Dakar Declaration of 2001 where sub-Saharan African countries agreed to phase out leaded gasoline.

In 2002, only one country of the forty-nine countries in sub- Saharan Africa -- Sudan -- was fully unleaded.

With South Africa to go unleaded on January 1, 2006, all of sub- Saharan Africa will have switched.

In early 2006, the partnership will launch a global leaded gasoline phase-out for the rest of the developing world and economies in transition with the goal of eliminating leaded gasoline worldwide by 2008.

The campaign will be backed up by workshops and awareness campaigns aimed initially at the Middle East, the handful of North African countries remaining and West Asia.

Currently, over 30 countries globally are still using leaded gasoline. 

Other countries so far without plans to phase-out lead include Afghanistan, Algeria, Bhutan, Cambodia, Cuba, Iraq, Laos, Mongolia, Myanmar, The Democratic People`s Republic of Korea, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Voice of America: Leaded Fuel to be Phased Out in Sub-Saharan Africa 

By Cathy Majtenyi 
27.12.2005
The United Nations' environment agency Tuesday announced that, as of January 1, leaded fuel will no longer be produced in, or imported into, Sub-Saharan Africa. 
A program officer at the United Nations Environment Program, Robert De Jong, tells VOA Sub-Saharan Africa is the first region among developing countries to phase out leaded fuel.

From Sunday onwards, importers and producers of gasoline in Sub-Saharan Africa will only be dealing in unleaded fuel.

Mr. De Jong says it may take distributors up to two months or so to get rid of their leaded fuel supplies, but eventually the leaded fuel will, in his words, be "flushed out."

He says lead contained in the fuel disperses into the air and causes severe health effects on kidneys, livers, hearts and other organs when inhaled. Children are particularly at risk.

"The impact of the use of leaded petrol in major cities in Africa is estimated to have reduction of four to five IQ points per child. And this is quite a lot because you can measure this - their performance at school is less, for example, because of this," said Mr. De Jong. 

Plans to phase out leaded fuel in sub-Saharan Africa were first announced at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development, held in South Africa. 

There, a new initiative called the Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles decided to concentrate their efforts on the continent.

At that time, Sudan was the only Sub-Saharan African country out of 49 countries to be fully unleaded.

In early 2006, the initiative aims to focus on phasing out leaded fuel in North Africa, the Middle East, and West Asia. Leaded fuel has already been phased out in many parts of the world including North America and Europe.

Still to be reduced in sub-Saharan Africa and other places are sulfur levels in diesel and gas vehicle fuels.

The U.N. environment agency says sulfur levels are typically 10 to 50 parts-per-million in European countries, while in most African countries the level is somewhere around 5,000 parts-per-million.

Sulfur has been linked to health problems including heart attacks in the elderly and damages trees and other biological systems. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Qatar News Agency: Sub-Saharan Africa is Well on Track to Phase out Leaded Petrol
 
27.12.2005
Sub-saharan Africa is well on track to phase out leaded petrol by January as pledged three years ago at the world summit on sustainable development (WSSD), according to a united nations environment (UNEP) statement released tuesday in Nairobi.

This is a real environmental and health achievement and i pay tribute to all those governments like, companies and others such as the world bank who kept this promise made at WSSD, said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP. 

The process has not been all smooth sailing, with countries in the south african region hit by a fuel shortage after south african suppliers rushed to make the january deadline for cleaner fuels in line with an accord sub-saharan countries signed in Senegal in 2001. According to the automobile association in Kenya, motorists with older vehicles designed to run on leaded fuel will have to pay the pricey equivalent of 200 US dollars for catalytic converters without which the advantage of unleaded fuel is wasted.

Lead, a heavy polluting metal, is linked with a wide range of ailments including damage to the brains of babies and young children. .

In 2002, only one country of the forty-nine countries in sub- saharan africa - sudan - was fully unleaded.

With south africa to go unleaded January 1, 2006, all of sub-saharan Africa will have switched, the unep statement added.

Despite the good news on petrol, the u.n. environment agency remains concerned about the sulphur levels in diesel used in Africa.

Sulphur levels in diesel vehicle fuels are typically 10 to 50 parts per million in Europe, but most African countries are currently at 5,000 parts per million with some countries having even higher sulphur content.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Mercury (South Africa): Fuel change 'will ease health problems'

27.12.2005

Johannesburg: The United Nations said yesterday that Africa would be relieved of one more health burden in the new year with the phasing out of leaded fuel in the continent's vehicles.

But the phase out has not been without its glitches, and in some countries that have been declared free of the heavy metal, much of the petrol on offer remains laced with lead. There has also been confusion in places which have undergone the change.

"As of January 1 2006 the region's vehicle fuels will be lead-free . . . (this) means a healthier world for millions of people across the region," the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) said in a statement.

Lead is a heavy metal linked to a range of ailments, including brain damage in young children. It was phased out years ago in most of the developed world.

"In 2002, only one country of the 49 countries in sub-Saharan Africa - Sudan - was fully unleaded.

With South Africa to go unleaded on January 1 2006, all of sub-Saharan Africa will have switched," Unep said.

The reality on the ground is rather different.

Most petrol stations in the Senegalese capital, Dakar, sell petrol only under the "super" category, without visibly specifying whether it is leaded or unleaded.

But an attendant at one station said the "super" was unleaded and that they had been selling unleaded petrol for just over a month. In Ivory Coast, stations have been offering unleaded petrol for about six months.

Unep says oil-rich Nigeria has been "fully unleaded" since early 2004, but this is hard to verify on the ground because filling stations do not specify whether the petrol they sell is leaded or unleaded.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Cape Times:'Fraud led to fuel shortages'
By Wendy Jason Da Costa and Babalo Ndenze
28.12.2005

A thorough forensic audit was needed to investigate signs that fraud could have led to the fuel shortages experienced in South Africa over the past few weeks, the SA Institute for Corporate Fraud Management said yesterday.

The institute's president, Bart Henderson, said they had already called on the Scorpions to investigate the matter and this request was under serious consideration.

"This is not just an oops, it is a matter that compromised national security. All the red flags are there that indicate massive fraud," Henderson said.

The fuel industry has maintained that it had the stock but encountered problems in getting it to the consumer.

It said refineries had miscalculated the time needed to be fully functional again after shutdowns to install new technology in line with the government's cleaner fuels policy, which comes into effect on January 1.

According to Henderson the industry generally had a "very ambiguous reporting process" about how much stock it kept in reserve.

Through a fee built into the petrol price, consumers contribute about R700 million a year for the fuel industry to keep a 25-day supply of reserve stocks.

However, Henderson said it was unknown how many litres they were required to have, how many had been available at the time of the shortage and for how many years consumers had been paying for reserves that were possibly not kept.

"This shortage exposed the problem to the general public. Fraud is normally uncovered by accident. The fuel companies will say anything because the whole idea of fraud is that you paint a picture that does not exist."

Henderson believed the fuel industry was in a "wonderful position" where they could not "lose" at all.

"They make a heck of a lot of speculation from their own products. When they do play speculatively and they lose ... they claim it back from tax. This is a serious wake-up call because it exposes them to scrutiny."

National Prosecuting Authority spokesman Makhosini Nkosi refused to be drawn on whether the Scorpions would investigate the fuel shortages.

"We would only confirm if there's an investigation once we are ready to charge or arrest people," he said.

The Department of Minerals and Energy has already set up a task team to investigate the crisis.

But Henderson said the departmental investigation and the one that will possibly be done by the Scorpions would look at different aspects of the fuel crisis.

Neither the department nor the fuel industry were available to comment.

Meanwhile, refineries say they are ready to meet the January 1 deadline to switch over to lead-replacement fuel, but industry players are warning drivers with older vehicles to start asking what is going into their tanks this week because the new fuel is being distributed.

Cars that use leaded fuel will need a slight engine adjustment to take the new lead-free petrol.

SA Petroleum Industry Association (Sapia) director Colin McClelland said getting the new fuel to service stations countrywide would "not be a great exercise".

"We are ready. But motorists with older cars should go to petrol stations to check which fuel they can use in their vehicles. We are training staff (at service stations) and (educating) motorists on what to use," said McClelland.

He said the new fuel would officially come on stream next week.

"In some places it's already coming into the tanks. It will probably be mixed (with the existing fuel) but mixing won't be a problem. New vehicles are already on unleaded. But people must ask at the service stations," said McClelland.

He said all refineries were ready for the switch.

"All the petrol we're making is the new grade and so is the diesel. There is no more lead at refineries," said McClelland.

Sapa-AP reported yesterday that all 49 Sub-Saharan Africa countries will have phased out leaded fuel by the end of the year, part of a wider aim to improve the continent's health and environment, according to a UN environment agency report.

South Africa will be the last country south of the Sahara to switch to unleaded fuel, a change promised by Sub-Saharan Africa governments at a UN-sponsored conference on sustainable development in 2002.

Lead is a heavy metal linked to a range of ailments.

African countries will also have to deal with the problem of high sulphur content in fuel.

In Europe, sulphur levels in diesel vehicle fuels are 10 to 50 parts in a million. Most African countries were at 5 000 parts in a million, the agency warned.

McClelland said that in South Africa, the sulphur level in diesel was 3 000 parts in a million, but would drop to 500 next year. Lower-sulphur diesel was already being distributed.

The Chevron refinery in Milnerton is almost back at full capacity. 
"We are running at about 85% to 90%," said the refinery's acting general manager, Noel Gillespie. 

"From January 1 we will be in a position to move stuff out of the refinery. The refinery is definitely going to meet that deadline. We're starting to provide the depots. We're also expecting one final import of diesel in the next few days."

Gillespie said contingency plans were in place to avert a problem similar to that earlier this month.

The Western Cape, especially the farming sector, has been hit hardest by the fuel crisis.

Last week, Minerals and Energy Affairs Minister Lindiwe Hendricks appointed a task team headed by Durban advocate Marumo Moerane to probe the causes of the fuel shortage.

l Sapa, quoting Tlolisa chief economist Mike Schussler, reports that the fuel price is expected to drop at midnight next Tuesday, but that the drop will be less than many consumers hope to see.

Schussler expects the price to drop by only 5 cents or 6c a litre as the new generation of unleaded fuels on sale from January 1 cost more to produce - a cost that will be passed on to motorists.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Wal Fadjri (Senegal) :La défense du patrimoine génétique, une préoccupation fondamentale de l'Etat

28.12.2005

Une partie de la presse nationale a relaté ces temps derniers des informations sur les Ogm. Cette contribution se veut être un point de vue et une information sur ce qui est fait sur les Ogm dans notre pays par le gouvernement en accord avec la communauté scientifique, tous les acteurs économiques et sociaux, le parlement, les conseils régionaux et les représentants des travailleurs ruraux.
L’histoire nous apprend que les premiers hommes vivaient de chasse et de cueillette. Mais avec l’accroissement de la population en particulier au cours du dernier siècle, il a fallu produire et cultiver les espèces les plus utiles. Pour améliorer la production, il a aussi fallu sélectionner les espèces les plus performantes, mais sur la base des lois naturelles de la reproduction et de la génétique mendélienne.

Cependant, les développements récents de la science ont permis de raccourcir le cycle naturel de reproduction des plantes et des animaux, notamment en produisant des embryons ne provenant pas de fusion de cellules sexuelles. Cependant, tout en respectant l’intégrité du génome et en restant dans les limites des marges de variations comparables à celles rencontrées dans la nature, d’importants progrès ont été réalisés. Ces progrès dans le domaine de la biologie combinés à d’autres ont permis de produire autant de nourriture que cela est nécessaire pour nourrir l’humanité entière. 

Le paradoxe dans ce contexte d’abondance, c’est que nous sommes environ 800 millions à souffrir de la faim dans le monde et cela constitue un marché peut-être naturel, peut-être créé, peut-être entretenu, mais toujours un marché répondant aux lois du marché.

Dans le souci surtout d’augmenter les profits commerciaux, de nouvelles méthodes qui modifient le génome ont été mises au point et sont utilisées surtout pour augmenter les rendements et la production. Ce sont les Organismes génétiquement modifiés (Ogm). Avec le temps et à l’usage, il a été constaté que ces produits ne sont pas sans risques et sans danger pour la santé et l’environnement. 

Alors quels sont ces nouveaux produits ? Quels risques nous font-ils courir ? Jusqu’à quel point peut-on raisonnablement les tolérer Constituent-ils des solutions durables à nos problèmes ? Les réponses à ces questions sont tellement vastes et variées, tellement discordantes, que celles qui pourraient être considérées comme satisfaisantes pour tous ou la majorité sont plutôt à construire dans le cadre d’un dialogue et d’une concertation et non dans la protestation ou la contestation quand rien n’empêche ce dialogue. C’est pourquoi il faut peut-être se garder de tous les extrêmes et des positions extrémistes. En effet, il n’est scientifiquement pas exact de dire que les Ogm ne sont que nocifs, tout comme il n’est pas exact de dire scientifiquement que les Ogm sont sans inconvénient. Dans la presse de la semaine, on a pu lire dans plusieurs journaux des affirmations comme «les Ogm sont nocifs et néfastes pour l’agriculture. Il faut les combattre par tous les moyens» ; «leur introduction entraînera la disparition des petits paysans…».

Cette façon de poser le problème est unilatérale et s’apparente justement à la façon dont le même problème est posé par ceux à qui ils s’opposent (les partisans des Ogm – les multinationales) et qui, comme eux, ne voient que les aspects positifs des Ogm. 

A ce propos, il faut ici rappeler ce qui est fait aussi bien au niveau international qu’au niveau national. En effet, depuis près de 10 ans, un processus d’actions et de réflexion a été initié sur la sécurité biologique, une réflexion  à laquelle toutes les parties intéressées, sans aucune exclusive, ont été conviées.

Le problème des Ogm

Le problème des Ogm se pose en terme de : production, transfert et utilisation. 

- La production : Jusqu’à plus ample informé, on ne produit pas d’Ogm au Sénégal.

 - Le transfert : En ce qui concerne le transfert (de l’extérieur à l’intérieur du pays), le Sénégal qui n’a pas les moyens de surveiller ses frontières, a participé activement à la mise en œuvre des dispositions de la Convention sur la diversité biologique traitant de cette question. En effet, la gestion des risques liés au transfert et à l’utilisation des Ogm est envisagée dans la Convention sur la diversité biologique qui stipule, en son article 19 sur la gestion de la biotechnologie et des risques liés à son utilisation, ce qui suit : «Les Parties examinent s’il convient de prendre des mesures et d’en fixer les modalités, éventuellement sous forme d’un protocole, comprenant notamment un accord préalable donné en connaissance de cause, définissant les procédures appropriées dans le domaine du transfert, de la manutention et de l’utilisation en toute sécurité de tout organisme vivant modifié résultant de la biotechnologie qui risquerait d’avoir des effets défavorables sur la conservation et l’utilisation durable de la diversité biologique.»

L’idée du protocole a vite été très vivement approuvée par les pays en développement alors que beaucoup de pays développés avaient suggéré l’élaboration de directives non contraignantes, à la différence du protocole, et qui tiendraient lieu de réglementation nationale pour les pays qui n’en avaient pas. Leur argument majeur était que la rédaction d’un protocole devait prendre du temps parce que les parties contractantes devaient s’entendre sur toutes les phrases et tous les mots, outre son caractère contraignant pour les signataires. Tenant compte de ces arguments, les pays en développement ont accepté l’idée de la rédaction de lignes directrices qui serviraient en attendant la rédaction complète du protocole. Sous la conduite du Pnue, ces lignes directrices ont été élaborées et diffusées, mais n’ont pas contribué à résoudre même partiellement la question du transfert et de l’utilisation des Ogm. Le Sénégal a participé activement à la rédaction de ces lignes directrices.

Après de très longues tractations, le protocole a été finalement élaboré, malgré et contre la volonté de beaucoup de grands pays développés, mais aussi de certains grands pays en développement grands producteurs d’Ogm. Notre pays a signé le protocole et adhère à son contenu.

- L’utilisation : Ainsi donc le Sénégal a signé et ratifié le Protocole de Carthagène qui réglemente le transfert transfrontalier, c’est-à-dire entre pays souverains, des Ogm. Comme tel, il est un document de portée générale qui a besoin d’être précisé sur beaucoup de points et surtout qui doit être mis en harmonie avec les textes existants par l’élaboration d’une réglementation nationale qui précise et définit les conditions d’admission légale au Sénégal des Ogm et prenne en compte la dimension utilisation locale des Ogm. 

Le Comité national de biosécurité

C’est pour élaborer cette réglementation nationale que le ministère de l’Environnement et de la Protection de la nature a mis en place un Comité national de biosécurité. Ce comité national, avec l’appui technique et financier du Pnue et du Fem, a engagé un processus largement participatif qui a duré dix-huit mois, et qui a produit un avant-projet de loi sur la biosécurité, validé les 5 et 6 octobre 2004 par un atelier national. Ce document est actuellement soumis pour avis au gouvernement. Les grandes lignes de cet avant-projet sont résumées ci- dessous :

* Le champ d’application du projet de loi sur la biosécurité couvre l’utilisation en milieu confiné, la dissémination volontaire dans l’environnement, l’importation, l’exportation, le transit et la mise sur le marché d’organismes génétiquement modifiés. Sont exclus de ce champ d’application, les organismes vivants modifiés à usage pharmaceutique et vétérinaire régis par d’autres accords internationaux tels que l’Organisation mondiale de la santé.

* En substance, le projet de loi dispose que l’utilisation, la mise sur le marché, la manipulation à des fins de recherche, l’importation, l’exportation, le transit d’organismes génétiquement modifiés sur le territoire national sont subordonnés à une autorisation préalable donnée en toute connaissance de cause par une Autorité Nationale compétente sous tutelle du Ministère en charge de l’Environnement. * Le requérant d’une de ces activités doit adresser à cet effet à l’Autorité nationale compétente, une notification contenant le maximum d’éléments d’appréciation et dans laquelle il engage sa responsabilité quant à l’exactitude des informations fournies dans la demande.

* La procédure de prise de décision par l’Autorité nationale compétente s’appuie sur une évaluation des risques (sanitaires, environnementaux, socio-économiques, éthiques etc.) des Organismes vivants modifiés (Ovm) effectuée par le Comité national de biosécurité composé d’experts en biosécurité, ou de toute autre structure compétente en la matière. Cette évaluation devra être effectuée selon des méthodes scientifiquement éprouvées et appropriées. 

* Dans sa prise de décision, l’Autorité nationale compétente doit également tenir compte de l’avis du public auquel il sera donné les moyens de participer à la procédure de prise de décision par des moyens appropriés (médias par exemple). Un Comité public de biosécurité composé de représentants de toutes les couches socio-professionnelles de la société est institué à cet effet par le projet de loi. Mais il est évident que l’avis du public ne pourra être objectif et valable que s’il a été correctement et de façon équilibrée informé sur les enjeux liés aux organismes génétiquement modifiés.

C’est la raison pour laquelle, depuis au moins dix-huit mois, le projet biosécurité exécuté par la Direction des parcs nationaux, s’est attelé, entre autres activités, à organiser des ateliers régionaux de sensibilisation du public sur les enjeux liés aux organismes génétiquement modifiés. Ces ateliers ont réuni l’ensemble des acteurs concernés de près ou de loin par la biotechnologie moderne et ses produits notamment les Ogm. 

En conclusion, je voudrais simplement croire que malgré les efforts du Comité national pour informer et associer toutes les parties concernées, d’autres efforts restent à faire. Mais en attendant, disons que la défense du patrimoine génétique a toujours été et reste une préoccupation fondamentale du ministre de l’Environnement et du gouvernement du Sénégal. Et si on admet que comme partout dans le monde qu’il n’existe nulle part le risque zéro, ailleurs comme au Sénégal,  on peut rassurer tous les sénégalais en leur disant «qu’il n’y a pas de menace sérieuse sur les produits du terroir au Sénégal.» 

Enfin nous voulons porter à l’attention du public intéressé que le ministère de l’Environnement et de la Protection de la nature a élaboré un document de base qui explique de façon simple et compréhensible pour les non initiés à la génétique et à la biotechnologie, la nature, les utilisations et les impacts potentiels et réels des Ogm. Ce document, traduit aussi dans les langues nationales, peut être obtenu gratuitement et à la demande auprès à la Direction des Parcs nationaux. 

Professeur Amadou Tidiane BA Président du Comité national de Biosécurité Directeur de l'Institut des Sciences de l'Environnement Faculté des Sciences et Techniques Université Cheikh Anta DIOP Dakar 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Saigon Times: UNEP opens photo exhibition  

28.12.2005

 HCMC young people look at photos winning prizes from the International Photographic Competition on the environment 2004-2005 at the photographic exhibition with the theme Focus on Your World.
The five-day exhibition, held by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), began from yesterday at the 13th Floor, Zen Plaza, 54-56 Nguyen Trai Street, HCMC's District 1. Canon Inc is the sponsor.
According to the organization board, around 200 photos were selected from among 32,299 photos from 169 countries. Vietnam has 574 photos joining the competition and has four photographers claimed the winners.
The exhibition opens from 9:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. every day. It will close on Saturday.   
_____________________________________________________________________________

New Vision (Kampala): Uganda to crack down on ivory peddling

By Gerald Tenywa 
28.12.2005


UGANDA is to intensify efforts of cracking down on illegal trade in elephant ivory following the acquisition of ivory detectors early this month. 

A statement said this was part of the capacity building offered at a time when East and Central Africa are considered a main route for illegal ivory exports. The Lusaka Agreement Task Force (LATF), which is also referred to as the “Interpol for wildlife,’’ early this year worked with the UN Environment Programme to purchase 15 ivory detectors that were last week distributed to the LATF member states: Zambia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and Congo Brazzaville. 

The detectors, which cost $5,000 each, can also identify minerals, drugs, explosives, ammunition and humans. 

Two senior law enforcement officials under the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) have the capacity to detect ivory in any form after rigorous training in Nairobi, which attracted wildlife officials from five countries. 

UWA’s Lillian Nsubuga sent the statement, which also said the two officials had been trained in various ivory detection skills like tracing hidden ivory in houses, trees or containers. 

“This machine can easily detect ivory in concealed places, containers under water and under the ground,’’ said Capt. Henry Isoke, UWA’s head of law enforcement. 

They can detect substances up to a distance of 500 metres and a depth of 15 metres. A UK-based company, Global Technical Ltd, first manufactured them a decade ago, according to the statement. 

In Uganda, the detectors will be used at Entebbe Airport as well as various check points like the central internal container depots and the borders, the statement stated. 

Nsubuga said the detector could also be used by the customs department in the Uganda Revenue Authority, the Police, the army and the National Drug Authority.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Die Welt:SPD im geräuschlosen Generationswechsel 
von Stefan Schulz

28.12.2005

Im September 2006 haben die Berliner die Wahl - und bestimmen aufs neue die Zusammensetzung des Abgeordnetenhauses. Die SPD will ihre Koalition mit der Linkspartei.PDS fortsetzen und ein Dreierbündnis vermeiden. 

Wenn der Regierende Bürgermeister besonders gute Laune hat, setzt er sich während der Plenarsitzungen auch schon mal zu den Abgeordneten. Das tut er regelmäßig - und meistens nimmt er in der ersten Reihe Platz. Klaus Wowereit plauscht dann mit dem SPD-Landes- und Fraktionsvorsitzenden Michael Müller. Das ist nicht nur Show. Es kennzeichnet auch das Vertrauen, das die beiden aus langen Jahren gemeinsamer Zeit in Tempelhof verbindet. Müller akzeptiert Wowereits Führungsrolle im Senat. Wowereit wiederum schätzt Müllers Fähigkeit, Fraktion und Landesverband zusammenzuhalten. 
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Nach Jahren der Flügelkämpfe und Auseinandersetzungen ist Ruhe eingekehrt in die Berliner Sozialdemokratie. Das ist um so erstaunlicher bei einer Partei, die eine vierfache Quotierung beachten muß: Mann/Frau, Ost/West, Links/Rechts, Alt/Jung. Die Ruhe vor dem Sturm, vor der Abgeordnetenhauswahl im September? 

Fast geräuschlos jedenfalls ziehen sich aus der Fraktion die langjährigen Abgeordneten Bert Flemming, Heidemarie Fischer, Jürgen Radebold, Hans-Georg Lorenz, Bernd Schimmler und Klaus Böger zurück - mehr oder weniger freiwillig. Noch nicht einmal das mögliche Ausscheiden von Parlamentspräsident Walter Momper, der in Reinickendorf keinen Listenplatz bekam und nun seinen Wahlkreis Schönholz gewinnen muß, löste in der Partei kontroverse Debatten aus. Die neue Harmonie in der Berliner SPD kann aber trügerisch sein. Das wissen auch Müller ("Der Sieg muß erst noch erkämpft und erarbeitet werden") und Wowereit, die vor zu viel Selbstzufriedenheit angesichts von 35 bis 39 Prozent in den Umfragen warnen. Das dürfte sich auch bei einem CDU-Spitzenkandidaten Klaus Töpfer ändern. Und es stehen im kommenden Jahr wichtige Richtungsentscheidungen an: über die Haushaltsklage in Karlsruhe und den Bau des Großflughafens Schönefeld in Leipzig. Ein doppeltes Scheitern hätte fatale Folgen für Berlin. Zudem will die Partei nach dem kräfteraubenden Streit über die Einführung des Ethikunterrichts ein weiteres heißes Eisen anpacken. Auf dem Parteitag soll ein Leitantrag zur sozialen Stadt verabschiedet werden - vor allem zur Integrationspolitik. Das bietet genügend Zündstoff. Neuköllns Bezirksbürgermeister Heinz Buschkowsky (SPD) hatte dazu vor einiger Zeit in der rechten Postille "Junge Freiheit" ein umstrittenes Interview gegeben, in dem er das Scheitern von Multikulti verkündete und erheblichen Ärger verursachte. 

Das Thema soziale Stadt soll neben der Bildungs-, Wirtschafts- und Wissenschaftspolitik zentraler Pfeiler des Wahlprogramms werden. Bis zum Wahlparteitag am 20. Mai, auf dem Wowereit als Spitzenkandidat ernannt wird, muß der Entwurf stehen. Die Leitlinien, das ist zu erwarten, werden eine Fortsetzung der Koalition mit Linkspartei.PDS nicht gefährden, ein Bündnis mit den Grünen aber gleichfalls nicht in Frage stellen. Die SPD steht zur derzeitigen Senatskoalition. Die Linkspartei.PDS ist trotz aller politischen Unterschiede, die größer sind als zu den Grünen, ein verläßlicher Partner. Ein neuerlicher Versuch einer Ampelkoalition ist dagegen relativ unwahrscheinlich, eine große Koalition fast schon undenkbar. 

Ob Finanzsenator Thilo Sarrazin, Justizsenatorin Karin Schubert und Schulsenator Klaus Böger dann auch wieder auf der Regierungsbank Platz nehmen, ist zumindest in Frage gestellt. Schubert werden die geringsten Chancen eingeräumt zurückzukehren, Böger steht auf der Kippe und Sarrazins (Spar-)Mission, so heißt es bei der SPD, sei doch eigentlich erfüllt. Dafür könnte Müller, der Anfang April für zwei Jahre als Landesvorsitzender bestätigt werden soll, in den Senat rücken. Als Nachfolger sind Christian Gaebler, Frank Zimmermann und die Staatssekretärin Hella Dunger-Löper im Gespräch. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Die Tageszeitung: "Wir haben in Berlin keine Opposition"
27.12.2005

Antworten und Einschätzungen liefert der Politologe Gero Neugebauer
INTERVIEW MATTHIAS LOHRE
taz: Herr Neugebauer, selbst die Oppositionsparteien mögen seit Monaten den Senat nicht mehr hart attackieren. Rot-Rot scheint fest im Sattel. Ist die Abgeordnetenhauswahl vorzeitig entschieden?
Gero Neugebauer: Natürlich kann bis zum 17. September noch einiges geschehen. Mancher Berliner Politiker könnte bundespolitische Ambitionen verspüren. Und noch weiß niemand, was aus der Linkspartei.PDS und ihrer widerspenstigen WASG wird. Zumindest ist eines klar: Die Haushaltsberatungen im November haben offenbart, dass es keine funktionierende Opposition gibt. 

Nur weil die Opposition die Sparanstrengungen des Senats nicht verdammt?
Weil der stärkste Debattenbeitrag vom Chef einer Neun-Prozent-Partei kam, nämlich Martin Lindner von der FDP. 

Ein Politologe des Otto-Suhr-Instituts lobt die Berliner FDP?
Ich meine nicht die inhaltliche Qualität der Beiträge, sondern ihre politische Zielrichtung. Im Gegensatz zu Lindner haben Grüne und CDU die Haushaltsdebatte - die Sternstunde der Opposition - nicht zur Profilierung genutzt. Kurz: Wenn es bei einer Opposition darum geht, die Regierenden zu kritisieren und zu demonstrieren, dass man es besser machen könnte, dann haben wir derzeit in Berlin keine Opposition.

Das könnte taktische Gründe haben. Mancher Politiker der Grünen scheint im Schlafwagen an die Macht kommen zu wollen: Wenn es nach der Abgeordnetenhauswahl für die Fortführung von Rot-Rot nicht reicht, stünden die Grünen als dritter Partner bereit. 
Dem stehen noch viele Wenn und Aber entgegen. Niemand kann vorhersagen, wie das Ergebnis am Wahlabend aussehen wird. Ob also die Grünen gebraucht werden. Für sie wäre es die erste reale Chance, überhaupt wieder in eine Landesregierung zu kommen.

Würde der Regierende Bürgermeister da überhaupt mitmachen?
Klaus Wowereit hat nie ausgeschlossen, dass er auch mit anderen Parteien regieren könnte. Die Koalition mit der Linkspartei war ja keine Liebesheirat. Gegenwärtig sieht es danach aus, als sei eine Dreierkoalition am wahrscheinlichsten - also auch Rot-Rot-Grün. Das Motto der Grünen könnte bis dahin lauten: Wir profilieren uns inhaltlich, aber nicht so weit, dass wir unerträglich erscheinen.

Trotz des schwer erträglichen Streits mit der WASG scheint die Linkspartei stabil zu sein. In Umfragen liegt sie konstant bei mehr als 15 Prozent, ihre inhaltliche Arbeit findet Lob, und das selbst bei der Opposition. Alles gut bei den Sozialisten?
Damit alles gut bleibt, muss der Streit ein Ende finden. Da könnte sich der WASG-Bundesvorstand eine Maßnahme gegen seinen Berliner Landesverband überlegen. Zum Beispiel kann er den gewählten Landesvorstand für abgesetzt erklären, weil dieser die auf Bundesebene beschlossene Fusion der beiden Parteien torpediert. Der politische Flurschaden wäre weniger groß. Man vergraulte lediglich die derzeit im WASG-Vorstand herrschenden Leute der Sozialistischen Alternative und des Linksrucks.

Die Alternative ist: Die Bundesspitze löst den ganzen Landesverband auf.
Das würde länger dauern und größere Turbulenzen bewirken. Die Fusionswilligen müssten eine Verhandlungsstruktur schaffen. Dann stünde die Berliner Ex-WASG-Führung vor dem Problem, ohne zugkräftigen Namen eigenständig Wahlkampf führen zu müssen - und über die Fünfprozenthürde zu kommen. Scheitert sie, droht ihr der Sturz zurück in die Versenkung. 

Eine Einigung zwischen Linkspartei und WASG ist demnach nicht mehr drin?
Egal ob der Linke-Chef Stefan Liebich oder seit kurzem Klaus Lederer heißt: Die Bereitschaft, auf die WASG-Forderungen einzugehen, geht bei ihnen im Moment gegen null, aber sie warten auf Anweisungen von oben. 

Kann sich die Berliner Linkspartei das leisten? Die gemeinsame Bundesspitze warnt immerhin, ein konkurrierender WASG-Wahlantritt gefährde die Bundestagsfraktion. 
Unsinn. Es handelt sich um eine Linke-Bundestagsfraktion. Die WASGlerInnen sind zwar faktisch als Repräsentanten der Linkspartei ins Parlament gewählt worden. Aber die Entscheidungen, wer auf die Wahllisten kommt, haben zuvor die Führungen von Linkspartei und WASG getroffen. Die Berliner WASG kann den Bestand der Bundestagsfraktion gar nicht gefährden - falls sie es wollte.

Muss die Linkspartei dann gar keine Angst vor der WASG haben?
Immerhin könnte die Wahlalternative nicht wenige Wählerstimmen von der Linken weglocken.

Auf ganz andere Art zerstritten ist die CDU. Bei der Bundestagswahl hat sie in Berlin das schlechteste Wahlergebnis seit Jahrzehnten eingefahren. Ihr Lieblingskandidat für die Abgeordnetenhauswahl, Klaus Töpfer, will sich erst im März entscheiden. Spielt die Union keine Rolle mehr bei der anstehenden Wahl?
Ich sage es mal so: Politikwissenschaftler beurteilen Erfolgsaussichten einer Partei nach folgenden Punkten. Sorgt die Parteiführung dafür, dass die Partei möglichst geschlossen auftritt? Passt sich die Partei optimal ihrer Umwelt, das heißt ihrer Wählerschaft, an? Reagiert die Partei angemessen auf gesellschaftliche Entwicklungen? Für die hiesige CDU lauten die Antworten mehr oder weniger: Nein, nein und nein. Unionspolitiker mit parteiübergreifender Reputation treten bei der kommenden Wahl nicht mehr an …

… beispielsweise Exfinanzsenator Peter Kurth und Exkultursenator Christoph Stölzl.
Die Union hofft, von einem beliebten Spitzenkandidaten namens Klaus Töpfer zu profitieren. Hinter dessen breiten Schultern möchte sie gern ihre Defizite verstecken. Doch das wird nicht reichen, um viele Wählerstimmen hinzuzugewinnen. Die CDU muss auf Rückenwind aus dem Bund hoffen.

Wird die Abgeordnetenhauswahl letztlich von der Entwicklung im Bund entschieden?
Nicht ganz, aber 2001 ist jede vierte Stimme bundespolitisch orientiert abgegeben worden.

Heißt das, die viel beschworene Personalisierung des Wahlkampfs ist Unsinn?
Unsinn nicht, aber nicht ausschlaggebend. Auch auf Landesebene fragen sich immer mehr Wähler: Welche Partei kann die Probleme lösen, die diese Stadt plagen? Nicht, welcher Politiker.

Bis zur Wahl stehen der Stadt drei wichtige Ereignisse bevor: Das Bundesverwaltungsgericht entscheidet über den Bau des Großflughafens in Schönefeld.
Falls der Großflughafen baden geht, kann die CDU dagegen nicht polemisieren. Die entscheidenden Planungsfehler hat der unionsgeführte Diepgen-Senat in den Neunzigerjahren gemacht. Daraus kann die CDU keinen Honig saugen. 

Zweiter Punkt: Im Sommer ist Fußball-WM.
Anlässlich der Weltmeisterschaft 2002 gab es Untersuchungen, ob es einen Zusammenhang zwischen einem guten Abschneiden der deutschen Mannschaft und dem Bundestagswahlergebnis gibt. Das Resultat: Es gibt keinen relevanten Zusammenhang.

Und drittens: In Karlsruhe urteilen die Bundesverfassungsrichter, ob Berlin milliardenschwere Entschuldungshilfen vom Bund bekommt. 
Das interessiert im Moment die NormalbürgerInnen trotz reduzierter öffentlicher Leistungen vermutlich so wenig, wie wenn in China ein Sack Reis umfällt. Interessanter sind die finanziellen und wirtschaftlichen Auswirkungen für Berlin, falls Berlins Klage Erfolg hat. Mit Geldzusagen im Rücken könnte der Senat Investitionen und größere Versprechungen machen - und muss nicht mehr nur vom Sparen reden.

Klaus Wowereit hat eifrig das rot-rote Modell auch für den Bund empfohlen. Was glauben Sie: Will der Regierende noch Karriere im Bund machen?
Wowereit muss die SPD-Linkspartei-Koalition schon allein deshalb loben, weil er derzeit keinen Anlass hat, etwas an der Regierungszusammensetzung zu ändern. Er hat eine stabile Mehrheit im Parlament. Klar ist aber auch: Wowereit hat das Format für eine Karriere im Bund. Er hat es, auch wenn derzeit alles für Matthias Platzeck als SPD-Spitzenkandidaten spricht. Jeder Landespolitiker, der etwas leistet, will auf die Bundesebene aufsteigen. Regierungschefs mit landesväterlichen Attitüden sind meist relativ alt und wissen, dass sie nicht weiter aufsteigen werden. Oder sie bekommen es wie Stoiber 2002 von den WählerInnen gesagt. Und landesväterliche Attitüden hat Wowereit nun wirklich nicht.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Reuters: British Biologist Uses Carbon Trading To Grow Forests

 By Clarence Fernandez

27.12.2005
KUCHING, Malaysia — British biologist Ian Swingland took up the idea of trading commodities to fund afforestation programs after he witnessed the devastation caused by logging in the Malaysian rainforests of Borneo in 1998, two decades after his first visit there. 

Swingland lived alone for two years in the 1970s on the coral atoll of Aldabra in the Indian Ocean. There he studied the giant tortoises, numbering around 154,000, the island's only other inhabitants. 

Now his company has bought about 25,000 acres of Kangaroo Island, Australia's third-largest island, to demonstrate that afforestation can offer a major investment opportunity through trading in carbon credits. 

"Conventional conservation is a disaster story," Swingland, the founder of Britain's Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology at the University of Kent, said in an interview. 

"What isn't a disaster is where you make a business of it, and everybody's lives are improved by it, and we give them ownership of their own future." 

Kangaroo Island, off the state of South Australia, is home to two nature reserves with koala populations, but about 85,000 acres of native bushland exists on privately held land. 

"We are going to reforest the area with pine and eucalyptus species that are indigenous to the island," said Eric Bettelheim, chairman of Sustainable Forestry Management Ltd, the company he and Swingland have set up with a third partner. 

Carbon trading is a key part of the European Union's strategy to cut emissions of heat-trapping gases under the Kyoto Protocol. 

The EU Emissions Trading Scheme, launched this year, covers 11,500 European manufacturing plants and power stations and lets companies that emit below their limits sell credits into the market where they trade as a commodity. Under the scheme, 230 million tons of carbon dioxide, which is blamed for global warming, have been traded. Industry groups forecast the value of business this year at $5.3 billion. 

A major initiative in trading of emission credits is the clean development mechanism that gives companies credits for funding environmentally friendly projects in developing nations. 

"A WIN-WIN SITUATION" 

Other scientists welcomed Swingland's initiative at the meeting in Sarawak, one of the two Malaysian states on the island of Borneo, which teems with luxuriant plant and animal life. 

"I think it's a win-win situation," said Mick Poole, former chief of Australia's CSIRO Center for Environment and Life Sciences and an expert on how climate change affects farming. 

"Not only do you put in trees, it has other benefits, such as improving soil salinity, and the watershed, and so on." 

New South Wales is the only Australian state where carbon is traded, said Noel Ryan, a climate change analyst with the Wilderness Society. But other states and national territories are in talks to establish a national emissions trading system. 

"There's a lot of opposition from the federal government at the moment, but everybody expects that there will be carbon trading everywhere in the future," Ryan said. 

Analysts say Australia's federal government, which is not a signatory to the Kyoto Protocol, believes that putting caps on emissions of gases would hurt industry, and curb job growth. 

Sustainable Forestry Management, which has similar projects in 13 countries from Brazil to Morocco and Tanzania, chose Australia for its mature financial and forestry sectors and experienced local partners who could meet Western standards of accountability and transparency, Bettelheim said. 

Trees in tropical countries store far more carbon than those in more temperate zones, offering Asia an edge in the carbon-storage business, said Bettelheim, a lawyer who worked on derivatives trading contracts in Chicago. 

ABSORB TONS OF CARBON 

"There's a lot of rain, a lot of sunshine, and it never freezes," he said. He estimated that a tropical tree could absorb up to 15 tons of carbon from the atmosphere each year, against just one ton for a tree in a temperate zone. 

Sir Peter Crane, director of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, agreed with Bettelheim. "I could believe that," he said. "It's quite likely that you have a lot more biomass locked up in lowland forests. I could believe certain types of forests in the tropics, not all forests, but certain types of forests." 

Bettelheim said his company had 24 investors, mostly individuals, who had poured in tens of millions of dollars. But he gave no names or sums. 

The firm hopes to start operations in Asian countries such as Malaysia or India once they begin to frame legal and financial rules to permit carbon trading, he added. 

Malaysian officials are examining carbon trading regimes across the world to understand how they could benefit. 

Sarawak forestry official Cheong Ek Choon said the state was studying different nations' schemes but had made no decision. 

"Some types of plantations qualify, some don't," he said. "At least now there is some monetary value being placed on trees." 

Chief Minister Mahmud Taib said it was a tough balancing act to weigh Sarawak's development needs against conservation aims, and only the prospect of concrete benefits would spur people to protect the environment. 

"As you know, this carbon sink scheme has never taken off the ground very much," he said. "If you don't even have incentives, how can you get people to look after the environment?" 

____________________________________________________________________________

Prensa Latina: Llaman a Europa a cumplir Protocolo de Kyoto
Londres, 27 dic (PL) El Instituto para la Política de Investigaciones Públicas (IPPR) llamó hoy a los países europeos a cumplir de inmediato sus compromisos contraídos en el Protocolo de Kyoto, el cual regula las emisiones de gases contaminantes.

La referida fundación indicó que al menos 10 de los 15 estados europeos firmantes de ese documento deberán aplicar medidas urgentes para poder cumplir con la reducción de sustancias que intensifican el llamado efecto invernadero en el orbe.

Al respecto, el director del IPPR, Tony Graylling, indicó que países como Irlanda, Italia y España corren el riesgo de incumplir el recorte en ocho por ciento respecto al nivel de 1990 de las referidas emisiones, antes del período 2008-2012.

Solo Suiza y en parte el Reino Unido estan en condiciones de poner en práctica lo reglamentado por el referido Protocolo, el cual busca crear mejores condiciones para el medio ambiente y disminuir los daños ocasionados por los países más contaminantes.

Graylling declaró a la cadena de radio y televisión BBC que la humanidad estaba cercana a un punto de inflexión en los cambios climáticos y contamos con muy poco tiempo para iniciar la reducción del efecto invernadero, antes de que el daño sea irreparable.

El representante de IPPR consideró vital que los países europeos se atengan a sus compromisos para recortar la contaminación ambiental.

Además, llamó a las naciones de la región a aplicar medidas para promover el ahorro de combustible y la investigación de nuevas fuentes de energía renovable.

El director del IPPR estimó que la Unión Europea debe adoptar medidas para limitar el despido de gases contaminantes por las estaciones eléctricas y la industria pesada, como parte de la segunda fase del esquema de emisiones del bloque regional.

Medios de prensa locales recuerdan que Estados Unidos, el mayor contaminante mundial, se niega a firmar el Protocolo de Kyoto, lo que pone en duda la efectividad de su puesta en práctica. 

____________________________________________________________________________

New York Times: In Russia, Pollution Is Good for Business 
By ANDREW E. KRAMER

MOSCOW, Dec. 24 - By its own admission, Russia's electricity monopoly is the world's largest corporate producer of greenhouse gases, accounting - by itself - for nearly as much carbon dioxide as is emitted by Britain. 

From smokestacks across Russia's 11 time zones, the company, Unified Energy Systems, spews out 2 percent of all human-generated carbon dioxide accumulating in the atmosphere.

What will the utility get for being the world's largest greenhouse gas polluter? It is hoping for $1 billion. 

It is one of the paradoxes of the Kyoto Protocol on climate change that companies in Russia and other Eastern European countries, which are among the world's largest producers of greenhouse gases, are poised to earn hundreds of millions of dollars through trading their rights to release carbon dioxide into the air. 

The Kyoto treaty, negotiated in 1997 and adopted by 36 industrial nations, established a mechanism aimed at finding the cheapest way to curb emissions of gases that contribute to global warming. The idea was that countries that produced more than their treaty-imposed limits could reach their goals by buying rights from producers in other countries where controlling output is easier and less expensive. 

It is not clear how successful that approach will turn out to be. But because Russia's companies operate such outdated and inefficient equipment, they can easily and cheaply upgrade. As a result, the Kyoto process has already emerged as a potential source of earnings for the country's big energy and manufacturing companies, according to company executives and analysts. They have hired consultants, inventoried pollution sources to earn credits, and opened carbon-trading divisions. 

Unified Energy and Gazprom, Russia's natural gas monopoly, which together release more than 50 percent of greenhouse gas emissions in Russia, both have such trading units. 

"We're intensely interested in the carbon-trading market," Andrey V. Gorkov, the head of the carbon-trading division at Unified Energy, said earlier this month in Montreal, where he was attending the United Nations climate conference. Member countries formally approved emissions-trading rules at the meeting. 

The protocol requires the 36 industrial nations - with varying targets - to reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases below their 1990 levels, in the five years from 2008 to 2012. 

For the European Union, the target is to reduce emissions to 8 percent below 1990 levels. In an indication of how robust the demand for emissions credits may be, this year the European Union is 6 percent above its 1990 levels. The United States, which generates a fifth of greenhouse gases but has not joined the Kyoto Protocol, is 19 percent above its theoretical limits. 

Russia, in contrast, suffered an economic collapse in the 1990's, and is 43 percent below its 1990 baseline in the Kyoto agreement. In fact, Russia does not expect to reach 1990's emissions levels until around 2020 - attesting to the severity of the economic setback from which it is still recovering. 

At the same time, Russian industry is generally wasteful with energy, so that a few cheap upgrades go a long way to reducing emissions. Thus, with both outdated equipment and a surplus of carbon emissions, Russian companies have become attractive to European, Canadian and Japanese companies that need emissions credits. 

The pace is increasing at Mr. Gorkov's cluttered office in Unified Energy headquarters, a drab concrete building on the outskirts of Moscow. Analysts give credit to the company's forward-looking chief executive, Anatoly B. Chubais, for recognizing the potential for profits under Kyoto. Mr. Chubais, a former deputy prime minister, had helped negotiate the pact while in government. 

Mr. Gorkov's 16 employees at the division, which is called the Energy Carbon Fund, scan the Internet for companies or countries in need of carbon dioxide emissions credits. They also study their own company to identify areas where they can reduce pollution. The company signed its first deal in June, with the environmental protection agency of Denmark. 

Denmark will pay an undisclosed sum for Unified Energy to replace coal-fired boilers at the Amurskaya power plant in Khabarovsk, near China in eastern Siberia, so that units will burn more efficient natural gas. It will also pay to upgrade an existing natural gas plant in the Orenburg region, in southern Russia near Kazakhstan, with a more efficient model. 

The conversion to gas at the Amurskaya plant will cut carbon dioxide emissions by a million tons a year, according to Unified Energy. The upgrading of the natural gas generator at the Mednogorskaya power plant in Orenburg will save 210,000 tons. 

Under the deal, the Danish government will receive 1.2 million carbon credits (one carbon credit being equal to reducing one ton of carbon dioxide), to be applied toward meeting its emissions goal in 2012.

This fall, six other clients from Europe and Japan also lined up to buy emissions credits from Unified Energy, Mr. Gorkov said. The Toyota Corporation of Japan is co-financing studies at one plant, and may pay for upgrades, according to a Unified Energy Systems statement. 

Gazprom, Russia's largest company, is studying ways to attract Kyoto financing to upgrade other pipelines, said Bogdan Budzulyak, director of the company's transportation and underground storage department. 

Midsize Russian companies are also eyeing the emissions market. 

The Arkhangelsk Pulp and Paper Mill, with revenues of about $250 million a year, has said it will monitor emissions, according to an article in the August 2005 issue of Carbon Finance, a trade publication. 

In total, Russia could potentially reduce emissions by two billion to three billion tons of carbon dioxide by 2012, said Alexander A. Golub, a senior economist at Environmental Defense, a nonprofit group based in New York. The potential value for Russia ranges from $20 billion to $60 billion, he said. Or it could be worth nothing, if future climate talks collapse. The United States, the world's largest economy, is already sitting out the process. 

President Bush rejected the Kyoto Protocol in 2001, citing the high cost to American industry. Now, without the support of the world's largest economy, there is less chance other countries will agree to extend the treaty beyond 2012. Companies must decide if it is worth investing millions of dollars to comply with an international regulatory regime that may not be enforced after 2012 - and may collapse before then.

"Discussions over the future of the Kyoto Protocol are affecting our market," Mr. Gorkov said. 

Even so, emissions trading has been slowed in Russia more by the sluggish pace of government bureaucracy than by uncertainty over the Kyoto Protocol. 

The Danish deal was signed in June. It hinged on the Russian government passing a decree to endorse Kyoto trading. That was due in late November, but delayed until February, according to an e-mail message from Hans J. Eriksen, the program coordinator at the Danish environmental ministry. 

Annie Petsonk, international counsel for Environmental Defense, said: "This is quite a new commodity for Russia. Maybe they don't understand that Russia has tremendous potential." 

Both Gazprom and Unified Energy have issued statements urging the Russian government to enforce Kyoto as quickly as possible. In the United States, in contrast, Exxon Mobil led corporate opposition to Kyoto. 

In Russia, the Ministry of Trade and Economic Development has formed a working group to study the decree. It needs to clear various agencies and committees. Russian officials sent a letter of apology to the Danish ministry in November. 

Meanwhile, at Unified Energy, where the order book for pollution credit projects is stacking up, Mr. Gorkov is getting impatient. "We needed this document signed yesterday," he said.

____________________________________________________________________________

The Boston Globe: Amazon highway is route to strife in Brazil 

Deadly conflict pits peasants, newcomers

By Indira A.R. Lakshmanan, Globe Staff  

27.12.2005

SANTARÉM, Brazil -- Along hundreds of miles of the north-south highway that bisects the Brazilian Amazon, the canopy of rain forests has been wiped out. Where the road is paved, loggers, ranchers, and commercial farmers have razed the landscape, removing valuable hardwoods and clearing fields for cattle and soybeans as far as the eye can see.

The half-finished 1,100-mile highway known as BR-163 is ground zero in a bitter conflict that has cost lives, jobs, and big money.

Last week, the Brazilian environmental agency granted a provisional license for paving the road. When it is completed, the highway will connect the farms and ranches of southern Brazil to overseas markets via Santarém, a northern, deep-water Amazon River port that feeds into the Atlantic. Journeys that now take weeks on a 600-mile stretch of muddy, potholed track that is virtually impassable during the half-year rainy season will be cut to days or hours. The highway would save hundreds of millions of dollars in the cost of trucking commodities south to the Atlantic, spurring growth for Latin America's biggest economy in its most significant export sector.

But those opportunities come at a price.

Supporters compare BR-163 to the Transcontinental Railroad that opened up the American West, saying it will bring jobs and development to one of Brazil's most undeveloped regions. But highways in the Amazon have also encouraged encroachment into the forest by loggers, land speculators, agribusinesses, charcoal producers, and mineral prospectors. Deadly land conflicts have followed, pitting newcomers against local peasants and indigenous tribes.

Some 17 percent of the Brazilian Amazon, the earth's most biologically diverse ecosystem, has been deforested over the last four decades. Three-quarters of the deforestation occurs within 30 miles of paved roads, according to government and independent studies.

And more than a third of the 1,400 killings over land disputes in Brazil in the last two decades occurred here in the frontier state of Pará, where the highway lies unfinished and the unexploited forest alongside it has provoked protests, lawsuits, corruption, and terror campaigns.

Critics have accused President Luiz Inácio ''Lula" da Silva of ignoring a burgeoning environmental disaster under pressure from agribusinessmen who produce one-third of Brazil's gross domestic product. But the killing earlier this year of a 73-year-old American nun in Pará provoked a dramatic shift in government policy that could have long-lasting effects in this part of the Amazon.

Sister Dorothy Stang, an Ohio native who was organizing peasants to resist illegal land seizures by cattle barons, was shot dead Feb. 12 in an alleged contract killing by ranchers. The government responded by sending troops and slapping a seven-month moratorium on all tree cutting in a 32,000-square-mile corridor surrounding BR-163 in southwestern Pará, where Greenpeace estimates that 90 percent of the lumber produced is cut illegally.

Two ranch hands were found guilty this month of murdering Stang and were sentenced to 27 years and 17 years in prison, respectively. Three ranchers have been charged with ordering Stang's killing, but are appealing the charges.

In June, the government arrested scores of forestry officials and middlemen who were allegedly forging logging permits that allowed companies to illegally clear-cut 76,000 truckloads of hardwoods from land surrounding the highway. Logging licenses, once distributed liberally, are now under review.

Loggers, sawmill operators, and commercial farmers blocked roads in protest, saying the logging freeze was paralyzing the economy and forcing them to lay off thousands of workers. The government refused to budge.

The half-billion-dollar project to finish the road was scheduled to start next year, but before work can begin, the Department of Transportation must prove it will not endanger plant and animal species or indigenous communities. Contractors have put funding for the project on hold amid uncertainties about whether the land around the highway will be put to profitable use.

In September, the federal government unveiled a plan to investigate and resolve disputed land claims around the highway and to designate 28,000 square miles surrounding the road in Pará ''conservation areas." These range from protected parks to areas for logging and mining under federal control. The decision infuriated ranchers, farmers, loggers, and miners who had already settled parts of the earmarked land, as well as state officials who fear investors will now flee. The two groups are pressuring Lula to scrap plans for national parks.

Brazil is the world's top beef, coffee, and orange juice exporter and is racing to surpass US farmers in overseas soy markets. But the clear-cutting and tree-burning to make way for huge farms threaten the planet's ability to resist global warming and has turned the Amazon into a massive carbon-emitting polluter. Brazil is now the world's fifth-worst producer of greenhouse gases.

Satellite surveillance data released in May indicated that August 2003 to August 2004 10,000 square miles of rain forest destroyed -- an area the size of Massachusetts. Seventy percent of carbon emissions in the country are caused by deforestation and tree burning, not by industry, according to the Brazilian environmental institute IMAZON.

Yet many poor residents of Pará say they can't worry about climate change; they need a modern highway to survive.

On a paved section of road 70 miles south of Santarém, farmer Antonio de Assis Alves, 54, dreams of the day the entire road is asphalt. ''We used to have to leave here by bus at 2 a.m. to reach Santarém by 5 p.m. in the rainy season," he said. ''Now in two hours we can travel to the city to sell our produce. It would be great if they would pave it all the way south to open more opportunities for us poor people."

A few miles south, where the road has not been paved, Manuel Matias da Silva, 70, is bitter about the decades he has waited for BR-163 to be finished.

''I've been here since 1974, when the government promised they'd pave the road," he said. A few years ago, he had to shut his gas station because traffic was too sparse. More recently, he closed his roadside cafe because the moratorium on logging meant no more trucker clientele.

''We can't stand it anymore -- we're living here with no electricity, no business, it's a wasteland," he said.

The further they live from BR-163, the less convinced locals are that the highway will improve their lives.

Peasants who harvest fruit and nuts from the forest complain that clearing by ranchers and soy-growers has depleted their food supply. Subsistence farmers say the pesticides used by commercial farmers are killing their chickens and pigs and poisoning river fish.

But those who have stood up to the business interests have faced threats or worse.

In Gleba Pachoval, a ghost village a three-hour drive down dirt roads southeast of Santarém, land speculators offered peasants cash to make way for big farms. Two dozen families who refused were visited by pistol-wielding thugs who set fire to their homes and made them and their children watch as they burned, former residents say. A female union leader who testified against the assailants says she now lives under death threat.

Authorities say it's a near-impossible task to prevent all illegal activity and resolve every land dispute in a sparsely patrolled forest nearly half the size of the continental United States. Of 5,000 to 6,000 people sanctioned annually for illegally cutting forest, fewer than 3 percent pay their fines and no further action is taken, said Paulo Barreto, a senior researcher for IMAZON.

Yet that too may be changing. On August 31, prosecutor Renato de Rezende Gomes won the first-temporary imprisonment of a rancher who confessed to clear-cutting 22,000 acres of federal land in Pará. Forestry officials and the Army have stepped up operations against illegal occupation and tree-clearing.

''We're on the front line here, trying to hold back destruction of the Amazon as soy growing moves up the highway," Gomes said. ''Land speculators are taking land from locals to sell to soy growers. The population is naive, and they get kicked off their land."

Leaders of three communities of Qilombo people, descendants of former slaves, say they are under death threats from land speculators after launching a campaign to acquire formal titles to lands they have farmed for more than a century.

''I have no way to protect myself. But for me the worst death would be for things to continue as they are," said Dileudo Guimaraens dos Santos, 40, leader of Bom Jardín, a village an hour's drive southeast of BR-163 from Santarém. ''Look at what happened with Sister Dorothy. . . . As soon as someone here is killed, I'm sure we'll get our land title," he said bitterly.

Stang's allies hope she will prove to be a martyr for the Amazon in the same way that the murder of activist Chico Mendes in 1988 led to the creation of protected areas in the western Amazon that permit rubber-tapping, nut and fruit harvesting, and limited logging.

''There's no doubt that out of her blood a new seed of resistance is sprouting. The creation of reserve areas in itself is an incredible achievement," said Geraldo Irineu Pastana de Oliveira, mayor of Belterra, a town an hour's drive south of Santarém.

Belterra's commercial farmers vehemently disagree. Pio Stefanelo, 38, manages 2,100 acres of grains and employs 32 people in his seed-processing plant. By settling the Amazon, he says, farmers are putting to good use land that would otherwise support no one. [image: image2.png]
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Inter Press Service: The Fate of the Condor's Flight
Humberto Márquez* 
26.12.2005
CARACAS, Dec 26 (Tierramérica) - One no longer sees the giant condor soar over Venezuela's share of the Andes Mountains. This species, the largest of the flying birds, has shifted its range to neighbouring Colombia, and the few remaining birds that were part of a Venezuelan repopulation programme have perished. 

Venezuela has archaeological and testimonial records proving it was condor (Vultur griphus) habitat until well into the 20th century, which inspired the Bioandina Foundation, based in the southwestern part of the country, to work on repopulating the area with adult and young condors provided by the zoo in the U.S. city of Cleveland, Ohio. 

The foundation inherited the project that had been led by a regional bank gone bankrupt. But Bioandina was unable to prevent the half-dozen released condors from being killed by poachers. 

"In at least one of the cases, it was known who fired the shot. But the individual was not punished," said Bioandina activist María Rosa Cuesta. 

Using some of the birds protected in zoos, "the foundation decided to focus its efforts on education in order to change people's attitudes towards this species," Cuesta told Tierramérica. 

The information available "leads us to think that the Venezuelan population of condors has always been an offshoot of the eastern Colombian population, with individual birds spending certain periods of time in our portion of the Andes," she said. 

One of these rare birds was spotted by Luis Quintero, a farmer in Mérida. "It was like a small airplane, black with white edges, the most beautiful I have seen flying from Mifafi mountain, taking advantage of the wind currents towards the south, towards Colombia," Quintero recalled. 

In flight, the condor's wings extend more than three metres. Adults reach 1.3 metres tall, and can weigh as much as 14 kg. The condor is not a raptor: it does not hunt, but rather feeds on carrion. 

But while condors have apparently disappeared in Venezuela, in Colombia their population is growing little by little. There are currently around 100 of the birds there. Colombia's environment minister, Sandra Suárez, says her country hopes to reach a total of 160 condors within a few years. 

In the 1980s, very few condors remained in Colombia, but an action plan, carried out with support from U.S. zoos, "allowed us to establish six repopulation groups in the three branches of the Colombian Andes range," said Miguel Barrera, with the environmental group Corpoboyacá. 

There are an estimated 75 condors in northern Ecuador. And two decades ago, experts from the zoo in the U.S. city of Los Angeles calculated that 120 condors would be flying the skies of north and central Peru. 

However, it is in Argentina and Chile where the species is most abundant. Argentina's Bioandina Foundation and Chile's Union of Ornithologists have developed protection programmes and reintroduction plans for the condor in the portion of the Andes range shared by the two countries, and where as many as 5,000 condors are believed to live. 

The species' range has been from Tierra del Fuego, in the extreme south of Argentina and Chile, to the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, in northern Colombia. The condor "is a symbolic link in South America's cultural past," noted Luis Jácome, of Bioandina Argentina. 

The condor is found on the national emblems of four Andean countries: Bolivia, Chile, Colombia and Ecuador. "El cóndor pasa", a musical piece published in 1933 by Daniel Alomía Robles, is like a second national anthem for Peru. The name of the bird comes from Conquistadors' Spanish rendition of the indigenous Quechua name: "kuntur". 

The condor has lived in zoos since the mid-19th century, and the first hatched in captivity was in London in 1846. In the U.S. city of San Diego, the zoo produced a hatchling in 1924, and that of Berlin another in 1925. In the late 20th century, programs were launched to repopulate the South American mountain peaks with birds produced in captivity. 

Bolivia is one of the last to sign on to these efforts. "Only now have we begun studies in observation, quantification and habits (of the condors), with sights on a possible reinsertion project," ecologist Boris Ríos, with the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), told Tierramérica. 

Contrary to some of the local legends, the condor does not have tallons, and does not attack any living being -- because it feeds on carrion, often flying over a dead animal for two days before descending to feed on it. The condor is part of the Cathartidae family, whose name derives from the Greek "kathartes", meaning "one who purifies". 

Schoolchildren are moved by the story of the condor, and the fact that they mate for life. The birds reach sexual maturity at eight years, and the females lay eggs only ever two years. The parents take turns incubating the eggs in the nest. Their patience is compensated with a long life: the condor can reach the ripe old age of 75. 

In Argentina, Bolivia and Chile they have benefited from the harsh climate, with vast areas of mostly unpopulated mountains, but the birds have been forced out of other regions where the agricultural frontier has expanded. 

WCS expert Ríos noted, however, that "sometimes the disappearance of fauna whose cadavers served as food for the condors has been replaced by a cow that has fallen from a cliff or mountainside, especially during the months of drought in Bolivia, from May to September." 

But hunters' traps and gunshots, poisoning of the animals that the condors feed on, electric power lines and institutional negligence persist as manmade threats to the survival of these giants of the Andean skies.
_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Native ladybirds 'under threat' 

27.12.2005
A foreign species of ladybird is threatening to drive three native British varieties to extinction, conservationists say. 

The harlequin species, which arrived two years ago from continental Europe, is larger than British varieties and threatens them by taking their food. 

The seven spot and the two spot, which until recently were common, are under threat along with the rarer five spot. 

Charity Buglife wants the government to do more to protect these UK varieties. 

The Peterborough-based charity, also known as the Invertebrate Conservation Trust, says the harlequin also damages crops by eating fruit. 

Huge appetite 
A survey was launched at the National History Museum back in March to track the spread of the voracious predator known to easily out-compete home bugs for food. 

Wildlife enthusiasts were asked to monitor their gardens for the harlequin which is black and red or orange and black. 

Buglife director Matt Shardlow said at the time: "The harlequin may sound like a bit of a jester but there is nothing funny about it at all. 

"There're a whole lot of problems it will bring with it. It out-competes native species and eats them. 

"Everyone should be vigilant for the species and record where it is." 

The insect - originally from south-east Asia - has a huge appetite for greenfly, leaving little for native ladybirds who then starve. 

Worse still, organisers of the survey said, the harlequin would turn on other ladybirds if food resources diminished for the whole population. 

The invader will also prey on other types of insects, eating butterfly eggs, caterpillars and lacewing larvae. 

HOW TO SPOT A HARLEQUIN 

Tends to be rounder in shape than most UK native species 

About 5-8mm in size - similar to the common seven spot 

It has a white plate with a big black M-shaped marking on it, just behind the head 

Sighted bugs can be orange with between 15 and 20 spots 

Others may be black with two orange or red spots 

Some also seen to be black with four orange or red spots

___________________________________________________________________________

L'Express: La vie secrète des petites cuillères
23.12.2005

Des chercheurs australiens ont établi que les petites cuillères avaient potentiellement une âme et une vie privée, grâce à l'étude de 70 spécimens, cinq mois durant, dans le plus grand secret. 

Comme il s'y attendait, un groupe de scientifiques de Melbourne a constaté que 80% des petites cuillères avaient disparu au cours de leur période d'observation, les zones privées de l'institut étant deux fois moins touchées que les espaces communs.

"A ce niveau, nous estimons à 250 le nombre de petites cuillères qu'il faut acheter par an pour maintenir une population exploitable de 70 cuillères", écrivent ces chercheurs du Macfarlane Burnet Institute for Medical Research and Public Health, dans l'édition des fêtes du British Medical Journal.

Ils ajoutent que leur étude prouve combien les petites cuillères - cuillères à thé ou cuillères à café - sont essentielles à la vie de bureau et que leur taux de disparition élevé montre à quel point elles sont incessamment menacées.

Regrettant que la littérature scientifique soit "étonnamment pauvre" en matière de recherche sur les petites cuillères, les scientifiques proposent plusieurs théories pour tenter d'expliquer ce phénomène.

Fort d'un indice tiré du Guide du voyageur galactique de Douglas Adams, ils penchent pour une migration des cuillères vers une planète uniquement peuplée de formes de vie "spatuloïdes" coulant des jours heureux dans un état de flottement proche du Nirvana.

Ils évoquent également le phénomène de "Résistantialisme" qui confère aux objets inanimés une aversion naturelle pour la race humaine.

D'un autre côté, ils n'écartent pas l'hypothèse selon laquelle ce serait simplement des gens de qui les emportent.

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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UNITED NATIONS NEWS SERVICE

DAILY NEWS
27 December, 2005

====================================================================

 WESTERN SUDAN’S DARFUR AREA IS STILL SCENE OF RAPE AND BANDITRY, UN        

 MISSION SAYS                                                               

 With both Sudanese Government and rebel troops violating the ceasefire     

 agreement, the security situation in the Darfur provinces is volatile as   

 banditry and looting are reported in the area, the United Nations Mission  

 in Sudan (UNMIS) said today.                                               

In South Darfur, militia activities seemed to have increased, with several 

 reported attacks on villages having been reported, according to UNMIS.     

 Harassment, beating and even killing of internally displaced people (IDPs) 

 grazing their cattle outside their camps have continued to be reported,    

 along with allegations of rape and attempted rape of women and girls by    

 Sudanese Government elements in Tawila, North Darfur.                      

 Eleven vehicles of the rebel Sudanese Liberation Army (SLA) reportedly     

 attacked South Darfur’s Marla last week Monday and Tuesday, leaving five   

 people dead and four wounded in what was perceived by some to be           

 retaliation for the Sudanese Government attacks on Bajo on 13 December and 

 on Duwana on 18 December, UNMIS said. Two Sudanese Government helicopter   

 gun-ships were observed patrolling over Marla on Saturday.                 

 Meanwhile, armed men suspected to be SLA fighters ambushed a Sudanese      

 Government army administrative convoy on its way from Nyala to Rockero in  

 Rokoro District, South Darfur. Fourteen army troops were reportedly killed 

 and 18 wounded. The attackers stole the soldiers’ rations and money.       

 After the attack by “armed elements” on Abu Sarouj, Chad, and on Chadian   

 opposition groups last week, the security situation in West Darfur         

 remained tense, UNMIS reported.                                            

 The leader of the National Movement for Reform and Development raised      

 concerns by repeating threats to attack the African Union (AU) and the UN  

 if their peacekeeping troops moved in and around West Darfur’s Jebel Moon  

 area. No UN or other humanitarian presence has remained around Jebel Moon, 

 where the those rebels are said to be present, UNMIS said.                 

 * * *                                                                                                                                                  

 UN PEACEKEEPER, DR OF CONGO TROOPS AND SCORES OF UGANDAN REBELS KILLED IN   SWEEP                                                                      

A United Nations peacekeeper from India, soldiers of the Armed Forces of   

 the Democratic Republic of the Congo (FARDC) and leaders of a Ugandan      

 rebel movement were among the scores of people killed as the Congolese     

 troops took back nine localities in the troubled eastern region of the     

 country, the UN Mission in DRC (MONUC) reported today.                     

The Indian peacekeeper who died Sunday was one of 1,000 MONUC forces       

 supporting about 4,000 national Armed Forces of DRC (FARDC) troops, who    

 have been conducting operations against armed rebel groups so as to        

 restore the authority of the Congolese State. Another four peacekeepers    

 were wounded, with one of the four having been seriously wounded.          

 The operation, called “Ituri Eden,” began north of the Ituri district’s    

 capital of Bunia against the armed group headed by Peter Karim Udaga, a    

 former leader of the predominantly ethnic Lendu militia, the Nationalist   

 and Integrationist Front (FNI), according to MONUC.                        

Some 1,500 FARDC soldiers, supported by 300 Nepalese peacekeepers, have    

 been involved in the operation, pushing forces loyal to Karim in a         

 northeasterly direction towards the Ugandan border. Several of Karim’s     

 followers were killed in firefights, the town of Nioka was cleared of      

 armed former militiamen, and two of Karim’s bodyguards were captured, in   

 addition to 17 weapons and a truck loaded with precious woods, the mission  said.                                                                      

 The FARDC casualties totalled 16 wounded and six dead, while the armed     

 rebel groups were believed to have sustained around 90 casualties.         

 MONUC General Narena Satiya told the mission’s Radio Okapi that two rebel  

 leaders, whom he named as Parada and Amosi, were killed, another called    

 Bosco fled into the hills of Ruhengeri, while a fourth, Luini, was         

 seriously wounded.                                                         

In the radio interview FARDC General Mbuyi added that his troops seized    

 several items, including 41 weapons and a solar panel.                     

* * *                                                                      

 ANNAN WELCOMES FRANCE’S AIRLINE TICKET LEVY TO HELP DEVELOPING COUNTRIES   

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the French      

 Parliament’s adoption of a levy on airline tickets to help developing      

 countries and urged others to follow this example.                         

 The initiative, set to begin next July on locally issued tickets, will     

 help improve the health sector of poor nations.                            

A spokesman for Mr. Annan called the scheme “a significant step, raising   

 additional sources of innovative financing in support of the efforts by    

 developing countries to reach the Millennium Development Goals.”           

 Known collectively as the MDGs, these time-bound targets were set at a     

 2000 UN Summit and aim to tackle major global ills such as poverty,        

 illiteracy and hunger.                                                     

“The Secretary-General strongly urges other countries to follow France’s   

 lead with similar measures,” his spokesman said in a statement released in New York.                                                                  

 Mr. Annan has long advocated innovative solutions to provide financing to  

 developing countries. Asked last year about a proposed tax to help         

 developing countries, he noted that the idea has been around for some time 

 and acknowledged that it faced opposition.                                 

 “There are governments who see this as taxing their citizens, and they     

 believe only they can tax their citizens,” he said. “But, the idea of      

 finding a creative way of raising money for development and to assist the  

 poor and to fight poverty, fight diseases and epidemics, is a real         

 challenge and I think we need to explore all creative ways of raising      

 funding for development.”                                                  

 * * *                                                                      

 ONE YEAR AFTER MASSIVE TSUNAMI, UN OFFICIALS URGE CONTINUED AID TO VICTIMS 

One year after a series of earthquakes triggered a massive tsunami which   

 claimed some 200,000 lives in the Indian Ocean region, United Nations      

 officials are calling for continued aid to the survivors and secure        

 funding for future relief operations.                                      

Secretary-General Kofi Annan emphasized in a video message marking the     

 anniversary that while “tremendous” progress has been made in assisting    

 the devastated areas, huge challenges lie ahead.                           

 “If we are to ‘built back better’ than what was there before, we need to   

 strike a balance between quick results and sustainable development,” he    

 said. “And we need to keep building on the courage of the communities who  

 are valiantly taking charge of their recovery, despite the losses they     

 endured and the conditions they live in.”                                  

 The UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, noted in a recent op-ed  

 that the tsunami “was only the beginning in what was to become the Year of Disasters.”                                                                

 Writing in the Sunday edition of The Independent, he urged the             

 international community to build on the generous outpouring of aid         

 provided for disaster victims over the past year and to provide            

 humanitarian agencies with the funds they need before tragedy strikes.     

 “Imagine if your local fire department had to beg the mayor for money to   

 turn on the water hoses every time a fire broke out. Now imagine numerous  

 fires occurring simultaneously all over the globe, but no money on hand to 

 turn on the hoses. That's the situation faced by aid workers whenever a    

 major crisis erupts.”                                                      

 Mr. Egeland hailed the recent establishment by UN Member States of a $500  

 million Global Emergency Fund to jumpstart relief operations within 72     

 hours of a crisis. About $200 million has already been pledged. He called  

 on all governments, as well as the private sector, “to contribute the      

 balance for this vitally necessary fund.”                                  

 In a separate development, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for      

 Refugees (UNHCR) today reported that a married couple separated for nearly 

 a decade is now happily reunited after finding joint housing in the wake   

 of the tsunami.                                                            

 Feleela Hameed and her husband M.I. Mohamed Mubarak took their first steps 

 towards reconciliation when she tried to find stable accommodations after  

 months of temporary housing. The local rural development foundation “came  

 to me asking why our family had applied for two shelters, so I explained   

 that my husband and I had been separated for many years,” Ms. Hameed said. 

 “They said this was not good, you must unite for yourselves and the children.”                                                                 

A counselor from the foundation helped the couple to reunite, and they now 

 live with their four children in a UNHCR-run shelter in Chavalakadai, Sri  Lanka.                                                                     

 * * *                                                                      

 TOM KOENIGS OF GERMANY NAMED AS SENIOR UN ENVOY TO AFGHANISTAN             

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appointed Tom Koenigs, a   

 German national who has served the UN in Kosovo and Guatemala, as the new  

 head of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA).                  

 Mr. Koenigs will replace Jean Arnault of France, who has served in the     

 post since February 2004.                                                  

 The Frankfurt city official served from 1999 to 2002 as Deputy Special     

 Representative for Civil Administration of the UN Interim Administration   

 Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) and from 2002 as Head of the United Nations      

 Verification Mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA).                               

Mr. Koenigs is presently the Commissioner of Environment of Frankfurt as   

 well as a senior member of its city administration, where he has held a    

 variety of posts since 1989.                                               

 Trained in economics and bank management, he began his political career in 

 1984 as an assistant to the Green Party’s Parliamentary group in the       

 federal State of Hessen.                                                   

 In other news, the Secretary-General today appointed Poland’s former Prime 

 Minister, Marek Belka, as the new Executive Secretary of the UN Economic   

 Commission for Europe (ECE).                                               

 The Secretary-General and the Security Council President also exchanged    

 letters confirming that the mandate of the head of the Counter-Terrorism   

 Committee Executive Directorate, Javier Rupérez, will be extended through  

 the end of next year.                                                      

 A separate exchange of letters confirmed that Mohamad Sahnoun, the         

 Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Africa, will continue in that post  

 through 31 December 2006.                                                  

 * * *                                                                      

STUDENT WINNER OF UN JOURNALISM PRIZE ADVOCATES SPOTLIGHT ON REFUGEES      

Returning from a trip to Romania, the winner of a United Nations           

 competition for the best article on asylum-seekers among journalism        

 students in Ireland said it was crucial for journalists to meet refugees   

 and hear their stories.                                                    

 “Sometimes people are afraid to approach refugees. But when I visited the  

 reception centres in Bucharest I discovered how open refugees are speaking 

 with you,” said Tara Finglas, a 22 year-old student who won the trip       

 through Pia Prytz Phiri, the Dublin representative of the UN High          

 Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).                                         

 “Most of all I found that refugees want you to listen to their stories.    

 They are not just another number or name, they are real people,” the       

 student journalist added.                                                  

 Ms. Finglas was awarded first place in the competition for her article on  

 the myths that surround asylum and refugees in Ireland. UNHCR ran the      

 competition among students in Ireland's media schools in the hopes that it 

 would promote good journalism on refugee issues.                           

 Ms. Phiri said the stories in the competition all showed a great empathy   

 for refugees, which made her hopeful of seeing fair journalism on refugee  

 issues in Ireland in the future.                                           

 “The idea was to try to engage students and young journalists, to give     

 them an interest in refugees and the language they need to report on       

 asylum. Asylum is a complex issue and it has been politicized in Europe    

 and elsewhere,” she said.                                                  

 “Frequently, refugees are confused with economic migrants, and refugees    

 are depicted as simply being ‘out for jobs,’ whereas the truth is far from 

 this. Refugees are fleeing their homes out of fear for their lives to seek 

 safety here, and nothing short of this,” she said.                         

 * * *                                                                      

 IN ENVIRONMENTAL MILESTONE, SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA FREE OF LEADED FUEL – UN  AGENCY                                                                     

 The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced that       

 sub-Saharan African vehicle fuels will be lead-free as of 1 January 2006,  

 meeting a promise made at the World Summit of Sustainable Development      

 (WSSD) three years ago.                                                    

 “This is a real environmental and health achievement,” said UNEP chief     

 Klaus Toepfer, paying tribute to all those governments, companies and      

 others such as the World Bank who kept this promise made at the Summit.    

 He called for further measures to tackle other pollutants, promote         

 alternative fuels such as bio-fuels and hydrogen alongside more efficient  

 vehicles “not just in developed countries but for everyone across the  globe.”                                                                    

 Lead is linked to a wide range of ailments and ill health including damage 

 to the brains of babies and young children. It has been phased out in many 

 parts of the world already including North America and Europe.             

Up to 2002, only one of the 49 countries in sub-Saharan Africa – Sudan –   

 was fully unleaded. With South Africa to go unleaded on 1 January 2006,    

 the entire region will have switched, UNEP said.                           

Building on the Dakar Declaration of 2001, where African countries agreed  

 to phase out lead, the Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles was formed 

 at the Summit in September 2002.                                           

In early 2006 the Partnership will launch a global leaded gasoline         

 phase-out for the rest of the developing world and economies in transition 

 with the goal of eliminating leaded petrol world-wide by 2008, according   

 to the agency.                                                             

 Currently well over 30 countries globally are still using leaded petrol,   

 and among those presenting the greatest challenges are Micronesia,         

 Afghanistan, Algeria, Bhutan, Cambodia, Cuba, Iraq, Laos, Mongolia,        

 Myanmar, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan   

 and Uzbekistan.                                                            

 The Partnership is also focusing its attention on the very high levels of  

 sulphur found in fuels in developing countries and economies in transition.                                                                                                                                            

 * * *                                                                                                                                                  

 PARTIAL NIGERIA-CAMEROON BORDER DEMARCATION BODES WELL FOR FULL RESOLUTION – UN                                                                       

 As part of a process aimed at resolving disputed border issues between     

 Cameroon and Nigeria, the United Nations Office in West Africa (UNOWA)     

 today announced that a team has finished demarcating 260 kilometres of the 

 boundary working south from Lake Chad.                                     

 The action, which comes in response to a 2002 ruling by the International  

 Court of Justice (ICJ), was carried out by experts from Cameroon, Nigeria  

 and the UN, who commenced this task in November at the mouth of the river  

 Ebeji and ended at Lawa/Wulba.                                             

 “This first phase of the demarcation activities in the field represents an 

 encouraging development in the process of the implementation of the ICJ    

 judgment,” said UNOWA in a statement released in Dakar.                    

 During the field work, the team of experts was accompanied by observers    

 from the Cameroon/Nigeria Mixed Commission, a UN-sponsored body            

 established to resolve the dispute.                                        

 “The work was conducted in a cordial atmosphere,” UNOWA said, crediting    

 logistical and security support provided by both Cameroon and Nigeria for  

 the success.                                                               

 “The confidence built during this process should help the parties to       

 resolve peacefully the remaining issues, including the Bakassi peninsula   

 and the maritime boundary.”                                                

 The 1,600-kilometre land boundary extends from the Lake Chad to the        

 Bakassi peninsula, which the ICJ awarded to Cameroon, and the maritime     

 boundary into the Gulf of Guinea. Among the issues involved are rights     

 over the oil-rich land and sea reserves and the fate of local populations. 

 * * *                                                                      

 For more details go to UN News Centre                                      
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