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· EU pushes binding climate deal (BBC)
· Brussels welcomes six-nation climate pact (Financial Times)
· Le pacte à six ne devrait pas concurrencer le protocole de Kyoto (L'Express)
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Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  28 July 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 28 July 2005
The Washington Times (UPI):U.N. welcomes climate agreement

[also on Webindia, Harold Doan & Associates, World Peace Herald, ...]

28 July, 2005 

The six-nation accord to curb global warming is welcomed, says the United Nations Environmental Program, but it is no substitute for the Kyoto Protocol. 
      The agreement -- between Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea and the United States -- was announced by the White House Wednesday. It focuses on voluntary measures aimed at developing cleaner energy technologies to reduce pollution and curb global warming without harming economic development. 
      "If it leads to real and meaningful reductions in greenhouse gases and a decrease in the kinds of energy shocks which damage, in particular, the fragile economies of poor countries, then it is a welcome step forward and a clear signal that we now have a truly global consensus on the need to fight climate change," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer in a statement released at agency headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. 
      Unlike the Kyoto Protocol, which required 35 industrialized nations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 5 percent by the year 2012, the new agreement does not mandate specific emissions reductions. The United States has rejected the Kyoto Protocol. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Reaction to six-nation climate pact

28 July 2005

CANBERRA, July 28 (Reuters) - The United States is leading a six-nation pact to combat global warming, but critics said it offered no targets and would undermine existing treaties such as the Kyoto Protocol, which many nations have already ratified.
Following are quotes from officials and environmentalists on the pact. In addition to the United States, signatories to the Asia-Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and Climate are China, India, Japan, Australia and South Korea.

- - - -

AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER JOHN HOWARD

"This is an historic agreement for the cause of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The fairness and effectiveness of this proposal will be superior to the Kyoto Protocol."

"It demonstrates the very strong commitment of Australia to reducing greenhouse gas emissions according to an understanding that it's fair in Australia and not something that will destroy Australian jobs and unfairly penalise Australian industries."

- - - -

U.N. ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR KLAUS TOEPFER

"It is important to mention that this new initiative is not a substitute for the Kyoto Protocol, its legally binding emission reductions and its various flexible mechanisms.

"We also urgently need more investment in climate-vulnerable developing countries to help them adapt to the climate change that is already underway."

- - - -

STEVE SAWYER, CLIMATE POLICY EXPERT AT GREENPEACE

"It doesn't have anything to do with reducing emissions. There are no targets, no cuts, no monitoring of emissions, nothing binding," he said.

"It's a technology transfer and trade agreement and if it results in the better distribution of some of the better technology then that can help," he said, but added the pact was not a credible alternative to Kyoto.

- - - -

ROBERT ZOELLICK, U.S. DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE

"We are not detracting from Kyoto in any way at all. We are complementing it.

"Our goal is to complement other treaties with practical solutions to problems."

- - - -

JAVIER SOLANA, EUROPEAN UNION FOREIGN POLICY CHIEF

"It has nothing to do with other, much bigger initiatives, which are of a global nature. This doesn't have an application to be global."

- - - -

CHINESE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS STATEMENT

"This pact has no power for legal restrictions. It is a complement to the Kyoto treaty, not a replacement.

"We hope countries signing the pact will take effective measures, strengthen technological research and development, exchange and expand cooperation and forge a new path for effectively fighting climate change and continuing economic growth."

- - - -

CATHERINE FITZPATRICK, GREENPEACE ENERGY CAMPAIGNER

"All the evidence around the world shows that voluntary schemes don't work, which is one of the reasons that the Kyoto protocol became a legally binding treaty.

"I think it's a tragedy that we have the Australian government and the U.S. government doing whatever they can to undermine international action on climate change."

- - - -

CLIVE HAMILTON, DIRECTOR OF THE AUSTRALIA INSTITUTE RESEARCH CENTRE

"The main beneficiaries will be Australian coal companies, some of the world's biggest greenhouse polluters. It's a Machiavellian pact."

- - - -

ALEXANDER DOWNER, AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN MINISTER

"The key to solving these problems is going to be technology. Cleaner technologies, making those technologies work better, making those technologies more economic.

"These things are going to be a lot more effective over time than just political declarations."

- - - -

CHO HAN-JIN, SOUTH KOREAN ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY OFFICIAL

"We plan to increase the number of countries in the pact by the end of the year. We aim to announce a charter along with the partners by the end of this year with details on technology areas where cooperation is needed."

- - - - AMIT KUMAR SINGHAL, INDIAN ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY OFFICIAL "There is nothing secret about in this partnership. India is a member of the Kyoto Protocol under which we are not (legally) bound to reduce emission of greenhouse gases.

Yes, under this new pact we have no target dates to cut emissions."

- - - -

LEE SANG-HUN, OF THE KOREAN FEDERATION FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT

"Efforts to form the new pact raise the possibility of hurting the basic framework already agreed, which is the Kyoto Protocol and could be controversial."

- - - -

PHIL GOFF, NEW ZEALAND FOREIGN MINISTER

"How to deal with the problem of flatulent cows and sheep? That is a tougher problem because the science has to be found to enable us to do that."

_____________________________________________________________________________

AFX: UNEP acknowledges new climate pact, but says it's no replacement for Kyoto

28 July 2005

NAIROBI (AFX) - The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) cautiously welcomed a new pact between the United States and five Asia-Pacific nations to curb greenhouse gases, but said it was no replacement for the Kyoto Protocol on climate change.

The United States, Australia, China, India, Japan and South Korea announced today the new non-binding agreement to reduce emissions at a regional forum in Laos.

'If it leads to real and meaningful reductions in greenhouse gases and a decrease in the kinds of energy shocks which damage in particular the fragile economies of poor countries, then it is a welcome step forward and a clear signal that we now have a truly global consensus on the need to fight climate change,' UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer said in a statement. 

'It is important to mention that this new initiative is not a substitute for the Kyoto Protocol, its legally binding emission reductions and its various flexible mechanisms including emission trading and the Clean Development Mechanism,' he added in the statement released at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi.

Toepfer said the treaty indicated that countries like the United States, which has shunned the Kyoto Protocol, are 'now equally aware' that continued use of fossil fuels would increase the burden on the environment in future.

'They now recognise that a more diversified fuel supply that includes technologies like cleaner coal and renewables alongside greater energy efficiency makes economic as well as environmental sense,' he added.

'Rapidly developing economies like China and India need new and more efficient energy technologies if they are to lift their populations out of poverty without compromising the environment or destabilising the global economy,' Toepfer added.

The new initiative does not have enforcement standards or a specific timeframe for signatories to cut emissions, unlike the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which the United States and Australia have refused to ratify.

Areas of eventual cooperation included the use of clean coal, nuclear power, and wind and solar energy.

The six will also jointly develop technologies that 'promote economic growth while enabling significant reductions in greenhouse gas intensities.'
_____________________________________________________________________________

Europa Press:Clima.- La ONU advierte de que la iniciativa de EEUU sobre cambio climático no sustituye a Kioto 

[appears in ATB television, Ceres television, Hispanidad, Terra España, ...]

NUEVA YORK, 28.07.2005 

La iniciativa de Estados Unidos, Australia y los países asiáticos para reducir los efectos de los gases de invernadero es positiva, pero no es un sustituto del Protocolo de Kioto, según advirtió hoy el director ejecutivo del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Töepfer.

Estados Unidos, Australia, Japón, China, India y Corea del Sur acordaron en la capital de Laos colaborar para desarrollar, aplicar y transferir tecnologías más limpias y eficaces para reducir la emisión de estos gases a la atmósfera. Los seis países son responsables de cerca del 40% de las emisiones.

El Protocolo de Kioto, que entró en vigor el pasado 17 de febrero, impone reducciones obligatorias y mecanismos flexibles para hacerlo. Töepfer opinó que se necesitan "numerosas y diversas iniciativas para poner al planeta en la senda de una reducción de emisiones del 60% para el año 2012, que es lo que los científicos consideran necesario para contrarrestar el cambio climático".

La tecnología, elemento central del plan liderado por Estados Unidos, se encuadra entre ellas, según el líder del PNUMA. Si conduce a reducciones reales y significativas de los gases de invernadero, será "un paso adelante", afirmó Töepfer.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Montevideo Comm: Más vale prevenir 

28.07.2005 

Unos ochenta funcionarios y técnicos del medio ambiente de América Latina y el Caribe comenzaron hoy, con la colaboración de España, un congreso en Panamá para formar operadores jurídicos capaces de resolver conflictos y emergencias ambientales. 


La administradora general de la estatal Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente (ANAM) de Panamá, Ligia Castro, inauguró hoy el congreso que se prolongará por dos semanas, informó una portavoz oficial. 

Añadió que el congreso internacional sobre "Derecho y Políticas Ambientales" es una iniciativa de capacitación que organiza el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), con la colaboración del Ministerio del Medio Ambiente de España y la ANAM de Panamá.

El objetivo de esta iniciativa es, además de formar operadores jurídicos, "estimular el debate y reflexión sobre el desarrollo y la aplicación del derecho y las políticas ambientales y promover el cumplimiento de los acuerdos multilaterales ambientales", remarcó. 

La fuente de la ANAM manifestó que el congreso es uno de los primeros esfuerzos para el intercambio de información y experiencias sobre el desarrollo de los instrumentos jurídicos para la protección del ambiente y los recursos naturales de los países de la región. 

Indicó que entre los expositores de conferencias se encuentran Gabriel Real Ferrer, de la Universidad de Alicante (España); Néstor Cafferatta, de la Universidad del Salvador en Argentina; Marcelo Cousillas, asesor jurídico de la Dirección del Ambiente de Uruguay, y Eladio Lecey, director del Instituto Planeta Verde, de Brasil.

Además figuran Silvia Cappelli, procuradora de Justicia en Porto Alegre (Brasil); Ricardo Sánchez, director regional para América Latina y el Caribe del PNUMA; Ligia Castro, de la ANAM, y Amparo Rambla, subdirectora general de Relaciones Exteriores del Ministerio del Medio Ambiente de España. 

Hace dos semanas, más de un centenar de funcionarios y técnicos de ocho países de América Latina y de organismos internacionales celebraron una reunión en esta capital, para preparar la agenda de trabajo de los ministros de Ambiente y Desarrollo de Latinoamérica y el Caribe que se reunirán en Venezuela los próximos 3 y 4 de noviembre. 

A la reunión técnica asistieron delegaciones de Argentina, Chile, Cuba, Costa Rica, Ecuador, México, Panamá y Venezuela.

También participaron miembros de organismos internacionales como el PNUD, el Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo (BID), el Banco Mundial (BM), la Comisión Económica para América Latina (CEPAL) y la Comisión Centroamericana de Ambiente y Desarrollo (CCAD).

Según el PNUMA, la pobreza, la falta de equidad y la enorme distancia entre ricos y pobres son el denominador común de los problemas de depredación de los recursos naturales que sufre esta región.
_____________________________________________________________________________

L'Intelligent/Jeune Afrique: L'Onep veut aider les plages de Rabat et de Bouznika à obtenir le label "Pavillon bleu"
MAROC - 27 juillet 2005 - MAP

Selon un communiqué de l Office, l'objectif recherché à travers cette initiative est de décrocher pour ces plages le label du "Pavillon Bleu", qualification européenne des sites balnéaires soutenue par le Programme des Nations-Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE). Ce label, relève le communiqué, servira la destination Maroc dans le cadre de la mise en uvre de la vision 2010 pour le développement du secteur touristique. 
Placée sous le Haut Patronage de SAR la Princesse Lalla Hasna, cette actionen faveur des deux plages atlantiques est menée en partenariat avec la Fondation Mohammed VI pour l'Environnement et les communes concernées. Lancée officiellement le 26 juillet, elle fait suite aux parrainages antérieurs des plages d'Al Hoceima en 1999, de Rabat et Salé en 2001 et de Bouznika pour 2002,2003 et 2004. 

Selon le communiqué, l opération a notamment enregistré l'achèvement du murde soutènement et l'aménagement de l'espace promenade à Bouznika, ainsi que la mise à disposition de panneaux de sensibilisation et de signalisation. Le coût de l opération 2005 pour cette plage est de l'ordre de 1,2 million de DH et complète l'investissement consenti par l'Office depuis l'année 2002, qui est de8,7 millions de DH. Cet investissement global a permis, entre autres, d'acquérir de nombreux équipements (cribleuse, zodiac ) et de mettre en place des infrastructures d'hygiène et de sécurité qui sont très appréciées par les estivants, précise-t-on. 

Quant à la plage de Rabat, l'ONEP y a réalisé cette année des actions liéesrespectivement à l'embellissement des zones de promenades et au réaménagement des blocs sanitaires et des douches. Comme pour Bouznika, d'importants efforts de communication et de sensibilisation ont été réalisés, note le communiqué de l ONEP, précisant que le coût de ces actions pour l'année 2005 s'élève à 3,3 millions de DH, et que l'investissement global depuis l'année 2001 sur la plage de Rabat s élève ainsi à 5,15 millions de DH. 

L'Office a mis en place également un programme varié d'animations sportives et artistiques comportant des compétitions sportives (sports nautiques, natation, beach voley, body board, pétanque, ping pong, mini-foot ),des concours artistiques (peinture, sculpture sur sable, chants ) et des jeux ludiques destinés aux enfants comportant une forte composante d'information et de sensibilisation à la protection de l'environnement.. Ces actions sont fortement animées par une radio plage et sont complétées par l'organisation desoirées artistiques et de pièces théâtrales.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Portal Medio Ambiente: El PNUMA forma a abogados de América Latina en derecho ambiental

28 jul (PNUMA)Esta iniciativa de capacitación que organiza el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente, PNUMA, tendrá una duración de dos semanas y se propone además formar operadores jurídicos cualificados capaces de replicar estos conocimientos especializados para resolver los aspectos legales de los conflictos y contingencias ambientales. 

En la inauguración académica de esta actividad estuvieron Rossana Silva Repetto, coordinadora del Programa de Derecho Ambiental del PNUMA, Gabriel Real Ferrer, expositor de la Universidad de Alicante en España y Harley Mitchell Morán, director de Asesoría Legal de la Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente, ANAM, además de los expositores invitados. 

Rossana Silva, manifestó que para este año el PNUMA organiza en los idiomas de cada región programas de capacitación siguiendo los lineamientos que se desarrollan en Nairobi, y es por esta razón que al fortalecer las capacidades de los sistemas se puede tomar decisiones adecuadas que lleven a la sostenibilidad del medio ambiente que si no se alcanza, será imposible la equidad intergeneracional.

Gabriel Real Ferrer realizó un llamado a los representantes de los distintos países a procurar un mejor destino a nuestros descendientes a través de las herramientas del derecho, un llamado además a la construcción del derecho ambiental, con un nuevo enfoque en cada quien de para realizar un cambio en cada uno de sus países. 

Harley Mitchel director de Asesoría Legal de la ANAM manifestó que la justicia ambiental es más compleja que las demás y necesita dar un nuevo paso evolutivo, es por esta razón que cada uno de los profesionales del derecho tiene la oportunidad hoy de poner su grano de arena en este proceso.

El seminario que reúne en Panamá a los abogados ambientalistas del hemisferio, es uno de los primeros esfuerzos para el intercambio de la información y experiencias sobre el desarrollo de los instrumentos jurídicos y de marcos legales para la protección del ambiente y los recursos naturaless en los países de la región.
____________________________________________________________________________

Hospitality Net: ‘Travel and tourism: Could do better’
28 July 2005

That is the verdict of some of the contributors to a special July issue of greenhotelier magazine to mark its 10th anniversary. The edition contains some revealing perspectives on the travel and tourism industry’s progress towards more sustainable tourism over the past 15 years. 

With travel and tourism expected to more than double from 2003 levels by 2020(1), the implications for sustainability are significant. In a message to the magazine, His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, President of the International Business Leaders Forum (IBLF) and a leading advocate of sustainable business practice, calls on all sectors of the tourism industry to address sustainable development challenges. The message covers the industry’s stake in international stability and some of the development challenges facing the sector related to the environment, supply and labour issues, architecture, and respect for local culture. 

In an article entitled ‘2020 Vision – Tourism and the Future’ greenhotelier asks well-known environmentalists, senior executives from the travel and tourism industry and leading organisations working to promote sustainability to look forward 15 years. Whilst many acknowledge the progress that has been made, most of them agree there is still much to be done. 

According to Jonathon Porritt, Programme Director of Forum for the Future and Chair of the UK Sustainable Development Commission: “The travel and tourism industry is considerably more aware of its responsibilities today than it was ten years ago, and many individual companies are now seriously engaged in providing environmentally and socially responsible travel experiences. But the industry cannot begin to claim that it’s even remotely sustainable. Indeed, there is still widespread denial about the kind of transformation that is now required to become sustainable”.

Eugenio Yunis, Chief, Sustainable Development of Tourism, World Tourism Organisation says: “Much faster progress needs to be made in the next few years to render the mainstream tourism sector more responsive to the sustainability challenges of our time, including the contribution it can certainly make to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, especially to poverty alleviation.” 

Among the other contributors who express their views on the future are Monique Barbut, Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); Dr. Tom Selänniemi, Director, Research and Sustainable Development, Aurinkomatkat-Suntours Ltd, Chairman of the Tour Operators’ Initiative for Sustainable Tourism Development; Dr. Russ Mittermeier, President, Conservation International and Jamie Sweeting Senior Director, Travel and Leisure, The Center for Environmental Leadership in Business, Conservation International; Kurt Ritter, President and CEO, Rezidor SAS Hospitality and Ed Fuller, President and Managing Director – International Lodging, Marriott International Inc. 

Commenting on the scale of the task ahead, Lyndall de Marco, Executive Director, International Tourism Partnership (ITP) said: “The scale and influence of the hotel, travel and tourism industry – its physical presence in local communities, direct employment of local people and its interactions with local suppliers – creates significant potential for companies to address some of the world’s most pressing issues such as poverty, cultural and environmental degradation and climate change. If the industry is to make a difference, it will be in the way that companies respond. Only by listening to local people, working through the issues with all stakeholders and finding meaningful and measurable ways to respond will the hotel, travel and tourism industry be able to come close to becoming more sustainable”. 

To obtain a copy of the July 10th anniversary edition, please telephone Michelle Tolman at ITP on + 44 (0) 20 7467 3622 or email michelle.tolman@iblf.org. Published quarterly by ITP, greenhotelier is sponsored by: Hilton International, Marriott International, Rezidor SAS Hospitality and Starwood Hotels and Resorts, Food Industry Technical, Halton, Interface and WPL Limited. More information on www.greenhotelier.com.

For further information about greenhotelier or the work of ITP (the tourism programme of The Prince of Wales International Business Leaders Forum) contact Michelle Tolman on + 44 (0) 20 7467 3622 or e-mail michelle.tolman@iblf.org For editorial, advertising and sponsorship information contact the editor, Claire Baker on tel: + 44 (0) 1285 720009 or email cjb@atlas.co.uk. To subscribe, contact greenhotelier, MMC, PO Box 30, Alton, GU34 4PY tel: + 44 (0) 1420 525536 fax: + 44 (0) 1420 525552 e-mail: iblf@mmcltd.com 

(1) Globally, the World Tourism Organisation (WTO) forecasts that international tourism arrivals are expected to reach over 1.56 billion by the year 2020 compared with 694 million in 2003. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

BBC: EU pushes binding climate deal

 By Richard Black
28 July 2005


The European Union says it will push for legally binding global restrictions on greenhouse gas emissions. 
A spokeswoman's comments came after the announcement of a voluntary pact, based on new technology, between the US and five Asia-Pacific states. 

She also told BBC News that the new pact was unlikely to bring a significant reduction in emissions. 

The EU's intention to pursue further legally binding reductions could lead to political disputes later this year. 

'Superior' deal 
The new pact will allow signed-up countries - currently the United States, Australia, China, India, South Korea and Japan - to set goals for reducing greenhouse gas emissions individually, with no enforcement mechanism. 

	
	Our view is you really need to focus on technological change to solve the climate change problem 
Alexander Downer, Australian foreign minister 


The core approach is to develop clean technologies, such as low-emission coal-fired power stations, which can be used in developing countries as their energy needs increase. 

The signatories argue it complements, rather than weakens, the 1997 Kyoto agreement, which imposes targets on industrialised countries to cut their emissions. 

Speaking at the announcement, which came during the Regional Forum of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (Asean) in Laos, US Deputy Secretary of State, Robert Zoellick, said the six nations "view this as a complement, not an alternative" to Kyoto. 

Both the US and Australia have refused to ratify Kyoto, which came into effect earlier this year - partly, they say, because big developing countries like India and China escape emissions limits. 

	
	If it is simply technology and clean coal, it is no substitute for agreements like the Kyoto Protocol 
Barbara Helferrich, EC spokeswoman 


Australian Foreign Minister Alexander Downer told BBC News: "Our view is you really need to focus on technological change to solve the climate change problem... and you do have to involve the major developing countries, which are very substantial emitters." 

A Chinese spokesman called the pact a "win-win solution" for developing countries. 

But environmental groups argue that the new agreement undermines the Kyoto Protocol, and will make the process of agreeing a successor treaty more difficult. The Geneva-based Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) said: "A deal on climate change that doesn't limit pollution is the same as a peace plan that allows guns to be fired." 

'No substitute' 
The European Commission's environment spokeswoman Barbara Helferrich told the BBC News website that Europe remained committed to further legally binding reductions in emissions. 

"We welcome any initiative that can combat climate change, but this has to be seen in a global context," she said. 

"If it is simply technology and clean coal, it is no substitute for agreements like the Kyoto Protocol and we do not expect it to have a real impact on climate change. 

"There will have to be binding global agreements, but on what scale and what basis is yet to be decided." 

The designated forum for making those decisions is the next round of United Nations climate negotiations, which opens in Montreal in November - shortly after the Asia-Pacific grouping holds its first meeting in Adelaide. 

There is concern in environmental circles that the United States and Australia will present the new pact as evidence that a "son-of-Kyoto"-style treaty is not needed. 

Europe, which for many years has been the leading pro-Kyoto force, is unlikely to agree. 

___________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times: Brussels welcomes six-nation climate pact
By Amy Kazmin in Vientiane, Fiona Harvey in London and Daniel Dombey in Brussels
28 July 2005 

The agreement on climate change struck on Thursday by the US and several Asian countries was given a cautious welcome by other governments.

The Asia Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and Climate, announced in Vientiane on Thursday, calls on the US, China, India, South Korea, Japan and Australia to co-operate on technologies to combat climate change. However, the deal mirrors a number of agreements already in place between these countries and the US, and sets no firm targets on greenhouse gas emissions, in contrast to the Kyoto protocol on climate change supported by the European Union and Japan.

The European Commission welcomed the deal, but insisted it could not replace the Kyoto accord. A spokeswoman for Stavros Dimas, environment commissioner, said: “We very much welcome this agreement, which underlines the growing awareness of the seriousness of climate change and the need to address it . . . [but] it cannot substitute for the emission cuts we need.”

The partnership, which originated with the US, will formally begin in November, when the foreign, energy and environment ministers of the six countries will gather in Australia for talks on a “charter”. The technologies involved will include “clean” coal, liquefied natural gas, methane capture and use, hydro-electricity, wind and solar power, and more distant technologies such as hydrogen, next generation nuclear fission, and fusion. These lessen the need to burn fossil fuels, which produce carbon dioxide, one of the greenhouse gases that trap heat on earth and cause climate change.

Robert Zoellick, US deputy secretary of state, said the initiative would focus on establishing research links and market mechanisms to ease the access of developing countries, starting with India and China, to these technologies.

Speaking on the sidelines of an Asia-Pacific security forum in Laos, he said: “We are not detracting from Kyoto at all – we are complementing it. [The partnership] opens up the possibilities for developing, deploying and transferring cleaner, more efficient technologies.”

Japan was said to be initially reluctant to get involved with an initiative seen as taking the spotlight from the Kyoto protocol, but Shinichi Nishimiya, a Foreign Ministry official, said Tokyo saw a “synergy” between the two efforts.

“This is an improvement, this is progress, but I am still waiting for the meat,” said Pierre Pettigrew, foreign minister of Canada, a party to Kyoto.

Many observers saw the partnership as an opening shot by the US ahead of what are expected to be tense negotiations later this year on the future of the Kyoto protocol. The UN-brokered treaty binds developed nations to greenhouse gas emission reductions, but places no such requirements on developing countries, and its provisions expire in 2012. The US and Australia are the only developed countries to have rejected the treaty.

The next round of negotiations on the treaty will take place in Montreal in November, and attention is expected to focus on the role of developing countries - especially China, India and Brazil, whose emissions are increasing in pace with their rapid economic growth.

Lord May, president of the UK’s national science academy, said: “. The developed countries involved with this agreement must not be tempted to use it as an excuse to avoid tackling their own emissions.”

_____________________________________________________________________________

L'Express: Le pacte à six ne devrait pas concurrencer le protocole de Kyoto
28.07.2005

Le "pacte à six" destiné à lutter contre le réchauffement climatique en développant les technologies propres semble trop flou dans ses objectifs, et trop limité dans ses effets, pour concurrencer le protocole de Kyoto entré en vigueur en février.

Les Etats-Unis, plus grands pollueurs de la planète et hostiles à toute réduction obligatoire des émissions de gaz à effet de serre, ont dévoilé jeudi un projet d'accord réunissant la Chine, l'Inde, l'Australie, le Japon et la Corée du Sud et reposant sur le pur volontarisme des signataires.
Venue des deux seuls pays industrialisés restés à l'écart du protocole de Kyoto, cette initiative a pu apparaître comme une offensive contre l'accord signé en 1997, qui contraint les 38 pays les plus développés à réduire leurs émissions de gaz à effet de serre de 5,2 %, dans la période 2008-2012, par rapport au niveau de 1990.

"La justice et l'efficacité de cette proposition sera supérieure au protocole de Kyoto", avait déclaré le Premier ministre australien John Howard. Le président américain George Bush a pour sa part retiré son pays du processus de Kyoto, début 2001, jugeant le texte trop pénalisant pour l'économie.

Washington et Camberra reprochent également au protocole de laisser de côté les pays en développement, tels que l'Inde et la Chine, alors que leur croissance rapide s'accompagne d'une pollution importante.

Le projet présenté jeudi à Vientiane, en attendant l'inauguration du texte final en novembre en Australie, fixe cependant des objectifs si flous qu'il semble difficile de le mettre sur le même plan que le protocole de Kyoto.

"L'APRES KYOTO" DISCUTE EN NOVEMBRE
Dans des documents auxquels Reuters a pu avoir accès, les six pays affirment que le pacte "cherchera à régler les questions de l'énergie, du changement climatique et de la pollution de l'air dans le respect du développement économique" et qu'il "sera complémentaire mais qu'il ne remplacera pas le protocole de Kyoto".

L'ambition principale est de développer de nouvelles technologies énergétiques "propres", comme le prévoyait déjà la déclaration signée à l'issue du Sommet de la Terre en 1992, à Rio de Janeiro, sans fixer d'objectifs chiffrés.

"Le monde a essayé (...) en 1992 et ça n'a pas marché. Il s'agit plus ou moins de répéter cet effort, mais avec des objectifs encore plus vagues et moins de participants", commente Jorund Buen, de l'organisation Point Carbon.

L'Union européenne, ardente promotrice de Kyoto au point d'avoir convaincu la Russie d'y adhérer, a de son côté salué l'initiative des Six en y voyant "une prise de conscience vis-à-vis de la gravité du changement climatique et (du) besoin d'y faire face".

Les critiques venues des organisations écologistes portent plus sur le manque d'audace du texte que sur la concurrence qu'il pourrait faire au protocole signé en 1997 par 152 pays.

"Il ne s'agit que d'un accord de transfert de technologie", souligne Jennifer Morgan, spécialiste des questions climatiques au World Wildlife Fund (WWF). Steve Sawyer, qui occupe les mêmes fonctions chez Greenpeace, juge pour sa part que Washington et Camberra n'ont d'autre choix, à terme, que de rejoindre Kyoto.

La coexistence des deux projets aura au moins le mérite, selon Jorund Buen, de dynamiser les discussions prévues à l'Onu en novembre pour décider de "l'après-Kyoto", puisque l'application du protocole prend fin en 2012.

L'Onu estime que la température moyenne augmentera de 1,4 à 5,8 degrés d'ici 2100, provoquant la fonte des glaces polaires et la multiplication des phénomènes climatiques extrêmes./CF

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update 29 July 2005

UN or UNEP in the news


U.N. welcomes climate agreement:- 
Webindia123, India, NAIROBI, Kenya | July 29, 2005 - The six-nation accord to curb global warming is welcomed, says the United Nations Environmental Program, but it is no substitute for the Kyoto Protocol.
The agreement -- between Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea and the United States -- was announced by the White House Wednesday. It focuses on voluntary measures aimed at developing cleaner energy technologies to reduce pollution and curb global warming without harming economic development.
If it leads to real and meaningful reductions in greenhouse gases and a decrease in the kinds of energy shocks which damage, in particular, the fragile economies of poor countries, then it is a welcome step forward and a clear signal that we now have a truly global consensus on the need to fight climate change, said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer in a statement released at agency headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya.
http://news.webindia123.com/news/showdetails.asp?id=101565&cat=World 
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 SECRETARY-GENERAL WELCOMES IRA DISARMAMENT DECISION                        

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the announcement by the Irish  

 Republican Army (IRA) of its decision to end armed actions in Northern     

 Ireland and to disarm.                                                                                                                                 

 In a statement issued by his spokesman, the Secretary-General said that    

 this decision, if implemented, would be a watershed in the history of      

 Northern Ireland.                                                                                                                                      

 "The Secretary-General hopes the IRA will commit fully to the obligation   

 it has undertaken. He calls on all parties concerned to seize this unique  

 opportunity to consolidate the Good Friday Agreement," the statement       

 added.                                                                     

 * * *                                                                      

MISSION IN HAITI NEEDS CAPACITY FOR URBAN OPERATIONS, UN PEACEKEEPING  CHIEF SAYS                                                                 

 The United Nations mission in Haiti is making slow headway on the many     

 challenges it faces, but lacks specialized capabilities for the urban      

 confrontations it experiences daily, the head of UN peacekeeping said      

 today.                                                                     

 After briefing the Security Council in closed session,                     

 Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno    

 told journalists that security in the Caribbean nation, where the UN has   

 deployed the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) since June of    

 last year, is the immediate and fundamental challenge, without which “no   

 progress is certain.”                                                      

 In the Haitian capital, Port-au-Prince, there have been security           

 improvements in one slum district, Bel Air, but no real improvement in     

 Cité Soleil, where the people have been the first victims of gangs, he     

 said.                                                                      

 MINUSTAH has carried out a number of military actions in these areas, Mr.  

 Guéhenno said, but “it is not easy for MINUSTAH to conduct these           

 operations because, operating in an urban environment, ideally you need    

 the kind of very specialized capacities that the mission doesn’t really    

 have. But this security situation needs to be addressed urgently.”         

 Saying there may have been some civilian casualties during a MINUSTAH      

 operation carried out on 6 July in the Bois Neuf area of Cité Soleil aimed 

 at arresting a prominent gang leader, Emmanuel Wilmer, alias “Dread        

 Wilmé,” Mr. Guéhenno said they were “not of the order of magnitude”        

 reported by some critics of the mission.                                   

 “After the operation, there were unconfirmed reports from the Haitian      

 National Police (HNP) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that there 

 were a number of revenge killings,” he said.                               

 The country was extraordinarily polarized, he noted, using as              

 illustrations the burning of a major market downtown Port-au-Prince last   

 month and the killing of journalist Jacques Roche, whose body was found    

 last Sunday, four days after he was abducted.                                                                                                          

 Another challenge facing MINUSTAH was assisting with the upcoming          

 elections which could be a foundation for stabilization or could further   

 divide the country, Mr. Guéhenno said, as a consequence of which the       

 mission was promoting inclusiveness, but on the basis that violence was    

 not an option. He welcomed the clear condemnation of violence from         

 moderates in Fanmi (Famille) Lavalas, the party headed by President        

 Jean-Bertrand Aristide before he left the country in February of last      

 year.                                                                      

The third challenge for the mission was the shocking poverty and high      

 unemployment he had observed across Haiti, which “does not create,         

 obviously, a good basis for reconciliation and progress.” MINUSTAH, for    

 its part, was looking at using Haitian manpower in such projects as road   

 building, Mr. Guéhenno said.                                               

 * * *                                                                      

 ANNAN CALLS ON KYRGYZSTAN NOT TO REPATRIATE UZBEK ASYLUM-SEEKERS           

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on the            

 authorities of Kyrgyzstan to facilitate the evacuation of Uzbek refugees   

 and asylum-seekers, following reports that a number of them were being     

 prevented from leaving a detention centre.                                 

 “Returning refugees or asylum-seekers to a country where they may face     

 torture is a violation of international refugee and human rights law,” Mr. 

 Annan said in a statement amid reports that Uzbek officials were present   

 at the detention centre in Osh, western Kyrgyzstan in an apparent effort   

 to press for the repatriation of 12 Uzbek detainees.                                                                                                   

 The detainees are among more than 450 refugees who fled unrest in their    

 homeland in May.                                                           

 “The Secretary-General also reminds the Kyrgyz authorities that this       

 prohibition – the principle of non-refoulement – is absolute and may not   

 be derogated from or circumvented through any other undertaking, be that a 

 bilateral treaty or any other arrangement,” the statement added.                                                                                       

 Earlier, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour said she was  

 “extremely concerned” over the situation and stressed that Kyrgyzstan is a 

 party to the Convention against Torture and the International Covenant on  

 Civil and Political Rights, which prohibit returning people to countries   

 where they may face torture.                                                                                                                           

 She recalled that the UN Committee against Torture has expressed concern   

 about the numerous, ongoing and consistent allegations of particularly     

 brutal acts of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or  

 punishment committed by law enforcement personnel in Uzbekistan.           

 The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) yesterday began an airlift   

 that is to take 455 Uzbeks, including those at Osh, to the Kyrgyz capital  

 of Bishkek pending a further transfer to other countries.                  

 “I am heartened to learn that the Kyrgyz authorities have assured UNHCR    

 that the matter will be handled in an appropriate way,” Ms. Arbour said.   

 “I hope that means the authorities will abide by their human rights        

 obligations as well.”                                                      

 UNHCR announced today that the refugees in Bishkek will tomorrow fly to    

 Romania, which has agreed to host them on a temporary basis pending their  

 transfer to permanent resettlement countries.                                                                                                          

 “It is an extremely generous move on the part of the Romanian government,  

 and a brave decision too,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees António       

 Guterres said. “This profoundly humanitarian gesture is particularly       

 significant as it comes when Romania is recovering from extensive          

 flooding. My agency will take full responsibility for the well-being of    

 the refugees and will ensure their stay is short.”                         

 * * *                                                                      

DEMAND FOR AID TO THE HOMELESS IS EXCEEDING SUPPLY IN ZIMBABWE, UNICEF SAYS                                                                       

Despite calls on the Government of Zimbabwe from senior United Nations     

 officials to stop demolishing housing, thousands of Zimbabweans lost their 

 homes within 24 hours of the appeals and the increasing demand for         

 assistance continues to outstrip the supply, the UN Children's Fund        

 (UNICEF) said.                                                                                                                                         

 "We have been working around the clock for the better part of two months   

 and are improving the situation for tens of thousands, but such is the     

 gravity of the situation that we are asking the international community to 

 support the people of Zimbabwe," UNICEF Representative in Zimbabwe Festo   

 Kavishe said.                                                              

 UNICEF said the Porta Farm community felt the full force of the Operation  

 Murambatsvina (Restore Order) demolitions during the fact-finding visit of 

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Envoy for the evictions, UN-HABITAT 

 Executive Director Anna Tibaijuka, three weeks ago.                        

 Suddenly made homeless, an estimated 4,000 people fled from Porta Farm to  

 either their rural homes, or a government transit camp called Caledonia    

 Farm, it said, but Caledonia Farm was soon closed.                         

Ms. Tibaijuka issued her report and appeal last Friday, as Mr. Annan       

 condemned the demolition.                                                  

 Any family that tried to rebuild on the ruins of Porta Farm this week      

 witnessed the return of the bulldozers, it said.                           

 In response to pleas from tens of thousands across Zimbabwe, UNICEF is     

 providing blankets and plastic sheeting as protection from the southern    

 African country's winter winds. The organization is also distributing      

 90,000 litres of water a day, providing sanitation facilities and          

 supporting chronically ill people with supplies for home-based care.                                                                                   

 UNICEF said it is continuing to step up its operations throughout the      

 country by helping to organize additional mobile medical clinics and       

 planning the further distribution of blankets and shelter materials for    

 children and their families.                                                                                                                           

 The forced evictions of hundreds of thousands of people, including 220,000 

 children, have worsened the already dire situation in a country that has   

 the world's fourth-highest rate of HIV prevalence and is grappling with    

 fuel shortages, a growing food emergency, declining economic performance   

 and the sharpest rises in child mortality in the world, it said.           

 After conducting an assessment of Zimbabwe's current needs, the UN Office  

 for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said the two greatest  

 requirements were shelter and food. The UN and its partners would decide   

 whether to expand existing programmes, or to issue a new appeal for        

 assistance, it said.                                                       

 * * *                                                                      

 PALESTINIAN AND ISRAELI WOMEN CREATE GLOBAL PANEL TO WORK FOR JUST MIDDLE  EAST PEACE                                                                 

 Based on their discussions at a recent United Nations-sponsored conference 

 in Turkey, 35 Palestinian, Israeli and international women leaders and     

 activists have established the first-ever global commission working to     

 guarantee women’s full participation in formal and informal                

 Israeli-Palestinian peace negotiations, the UN Development Fund for Women  

 (UNIFEM) said today.                                                       

 In an effort to work for genuine negotiation of a just and sustainable     

 peace based on a two-State solution, the diverse group of women leaders    

 met in Istanbul on 26-28 July and decided to establish an International    

 Women’s Commission (IWC). The group expects to formally launch the         

 Commission in September 2005.                                              

“After three intensive days, women were able to overcome differences and   

 agree upon what I view to be the most effective and substantive vehicle to 

 bring about the change so urgently needed in the Palestinian-Israeli       

 conflict,” said Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of UNIFEM, who convened 

 and chaired the meeting.                                                   

 The IWC will ensure implementation of the groundbreaking 2000 Security     

 Council resolution 1325, which calls on all UN Member States to ensure     

 increased representation of women at all decision-making levels.           

 The Commission will work to guarantee women’s full participation in formal 

 and informal Israeli-Palestinian peace negotiations, based upon principles 

 of gender equality, women’s human rights, international human rights and   

 humanitarian law in any future resolution of the conflict to bring about   

 an end of the Israeli occupation and a just and sustainable peace.         

 Its work will be guided by a charter of principles that was developed and  

 adopted at the Istanbul meeting. The goal of the IWC is to incorporate     

 diverse women’s perspectives, voices, and experiences into the peace       

 process, and make sure that the rights and issues of women affected by the 

 conflict are raised and effectively addressed including issues dealing     

 with women’s political, economic, social and cultural rights, and human    

 security.                                                                  

 * * *                                                                                                                                                  

 CAMEROON-NIGERIA MIXED COMMISSION STARTS 13TH SESSION                      

The United Nations-sponsored Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission,            

 established to settle border issues between the two West African           

 neighbours, opened a two-day session today to consider reports on the      

 progress of demarcation and the transfer of authority on the Bakassi       

 Peninsula.                                                                 

 "Even though the Mixed Commission had not met since 24 October 2004, the   

 contacts between the parties never stopped, whether at diplomatic,         

 consular, commercial, or humanitarian level. Furthermore in the field, the 

 considerable work relating to the implementation of the demarcation of the 

 boundary resulted in concrete progress," Mixed Commission Chairman Ahmedou 

 Ould-Abdallah said at the opening in Cameroon's capital, Yaoundé.                                                                                      

 The UN Cartographic Section produced the first maps of the land boundary,  

 which were presented to the Joint Technical Team (JTT) last December, he   

 said, and the pilot field verification covering 62 of the border's 1,600   

 kilometres was completed in May.                                           

Addressing the Bakassi Peninsula incident of June 2005, when a Cameroonian 

 soldier was killed and another wounded, Mr. Ould-Abdallah said it should   

 not impede the process initiated under the leadership of President Paul    

 Biya of Cameroon and President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria and he         

 commended the two sides for agreeing to send in a fact-finding mission.    

 The two presidents asked UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to set up the     

 Mixed Commission after the International Court of Justice adjudged in      

 October 2002 that sovereignty rights over the area extending from Lake     

 Chad to the Peninsula, should go to Cameroon.                              

 * * *                                                                      

 UN ATOMIC WATCHDOG CALLS FOR GLOBAL COOPERATION ON ALL NUCLEAR ISSUES      

 From countering the threat of nuclear and radiological terrorism to        

 preventing nuclear weapons proliferation to slaking a growing thirst for   

 energy, the United Nations nuclear watchdog agency today called for        

 continued global cooperation as it seeks to rise to new challenges and     

 profit from new opportunities.                                             

 “In this regard, its programmes in nuclear technology, safety, security    

 and verification constitute the unique tools that help build a better      

 world for all people,” the Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency 

 (IAEA) says in its Annual Report for 2004, released today. “What is needed 

 is continued global cooperation. For the Agency, this cooperation is the   

 key to harnessing nuclear energy in the service of development and peace.” 

 The report highlights all aspects of the 138-Member-State agency’s work in 

 the past year, as well as prospects for future developments.               

“Global nuclear developments in 2004, such as the changing outlook for     

 nuclear power, the increasing role of nuclear applications in global       

 sustainable development initiatives, greater international cooperation in  

 matters of safety and security, and the increasing recognition of the need 

 to strengthen the nuclear non-proliferation regime, have created new       

 challenges and opportunities for the Agency,” it says.                     

 It notes that security of nuclear and other radioactive material and       

 associated technologies has taken on heightened significance in recent     

 years.                                                                     

 “However, while nuclear security is and should remain a national           

 responsibility, some countries still lack the programmes and the resources 

 to respond properly to the threat of nuclear and radiological terrorism.   

 For these countries, international cooperation is essential to help them   

 strengthen their national capacities,” it says.                                                                                                        

 “International cooperation is also essential for the Agency’s efforts to   

 assist in building regional and global networks for combating              

 transnational threats,” it adds, stressing that its nuclear security plan  

 is founded on measures to guard against thefts of nuclear and other        

 radioactive material and to protect related facilities against sabotage.   

In this regard, the Agency has been assisting States in training customs   

 officials, installing better equipment at border crossings, and ensuring   

 that information on trafficking incidents is shared effectively. Since     

 1993, over 650 confirmed incidents of trafficking in nuclear or other      

 radioactive material have been recorded. In 2004 alone, 121 such incidents 

 were reported, 11 of which involved nuclear material – the highest number  

 of incidents confirmed to the Agency in a single year since 1993.          

 Other points in the report include:                                        

    The implementation of comprehensive safeguards agreements and           

    additional protocols remains crucial for preventing clandestine nuclear 

    weapons programmes.                                                     

    There is clearly a sense of rising expectations for nuclear energy.     

    Near term projections released in 2004 based on the most conservative   

    assumptions predict the equivalent of 127 more 1000 megawatt nuclear    

    plants than the 2000 projection.                                        

    The ageing of the nuclear work force is a serious concern for a number  

    of Member States, particularly those where nuclear expansion has slowed 

    or is being reversed by phase-out policies, and new talent must be      

    recruited to replace retirees. New recruits are also needed in          

    countries that are planning to expand the use of nuclear power.         

 * * *                                                                      

 UN REPARATIONS PANEL PAYS OUT NEARLY $200 MILLION FOR IRAQ INVASION OF KUWAIT                                                                                                                                                 

 The United Nations Compensation Commission paying damages to those who     

 suffered during Iraq's 1990 invasion and occupation of Kuwait today        

 announced the disbursement of nearly $200 million, bringing the total paid 

 out to date to about $19.4 billion.                                        

 Last month the Commission announced the conclusion of its                  

 claims-processing work and at that time it noted that total awards granted 

 to that date had amounted to about $52.5 billion.                          

 With the claims processing stage now concluded, the Commission will focus  

 its work on payments of awards to claimants and a number of residual       

 tasks.                                                                     

 The vast majority of payments made had been provided from the sale of      

 Iraqi petroleum pursuant to the "Oil-for-Food" programme, which came to an 

 end in 2003 and subsequently, and later within the scope of arrangements   

 made under Security Council resolutions.                                   

 * * *                                                                                                                                                  

 UN AGENCIES WORK TO COMBAT MATERNAL AND CHILD MORTALITY IN BURUNDI         

 The World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children's Fund 

 (UNICEF) announced today they are working with local authorities in        

 southern Burundi to combat maternal and child mortality there.             

As part of a new program in Makamba, Burundi's southernmost province, new  

 medical equipment has been distributed to several health centres there,    

 and an ambulance has been stationed nearby, so that emergency cases can    

 immediately be transferred to the country's capital, Bujumbura.            

 WHO says that three out of every four pregnancy- and birth-related deaths  

 in the province could easily be prevented if appropriate care is given to  

 mothers during pregnancy and delivery.                                     

 A reduction by two-thirds of the mortality rate among children under five  

 and a reduction by three-quarters of the maternal mortality ratio by the   

 year 2015 are two of the targets comprising the Millennium Development     

 Goals (MDGs) which were drawn up at the UN Millennium Summit five years    

 ago to slash a host of socio-economic ills.                                                                                                            

 * * *                                                                                                                                                  

 UN TELECOMMUNICATIONS GROUP LAUNCHES ONLINE REGULATORY DATABASE                                                                                        

 The United Nations telecommunications agency today joined with a global    

 network promoting information and communication technologies (ICT) for     

 development to launch an online “toolkit” to help policy-makers –          

 particularly in developing countries – get instant access to the latest    

 information and analysis on key ICT regulatory issues.                     

 The UN International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and Information for     

 Development Program (infoDev), which works to promote effective use of ICT 

 as tools for poverty reduction and sustainable development, launched the   

 new web-based Regulation Toolkit, designed to help address complex         

 regulatory challenges emerging as the ICT industry evolves. The remaining  

 phases are scheduled to come online between now and 2006.                  

 An update and expansion of infoDev’s influential 2000 print publication    

 “Telecom Regulators’ Handbook,” the new online toolkit is aimed at         

 national and regional regulatory agencies, policy-makers, and others with  

 an active interest in ICT regulation. Nearly 140 countries worldwide now   

 have a national regulatory authority, with the vast majority having been   

 put in place during the last 10 years.                                     

 “Today’s regulators and policy makers – especially those in the developing 

 world – are seeking practical advice and concrete best practice guidelines 

 to help grow their national ICT markets,” said Hamadoun Touré, Director of 

 ITU’s Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT). “The new ICT Regulation  

 Toolkit responds to this demand by providing a first-class product on      

 policy and regulation.”                                                    

 Conceived as a permanently evolving resource, the toolkit consists of a    

 series of modules on key regulatory issues in the rapidly converging ICT   

 sector. Users will be able to gain access to reference documents           

 containing information on best practice and industry precedents. The       

 Toolkit will be regularly updated to ensure that it incorporates the very  

 latest information on regulatory strategies, best practice and country     

 case studies.                                                              

 The first module, which went live today, covers authorization of           

 telecommunication services. It addresses such issues as different          

 authorization approaches and practices, and also highlights recent trends  

 toward lighter authorization and licensing practices that reduce barriers  

 to market entry.                                                           

 The subsequent modules will cover legal and institutional aspects of       

 regulation; interconnection; price regulation and competition; new         

 technologies and their impact on regulation and radio spectrum management. 

 * * *                                                                      

 AS TOURIST SEASON NEARS PEAK, UN AGENCY ISSUES TIPS TO AVOID TRAVELLERS'  DIARRHOEA                                                                  

 With travellers' diarrhoea affecting at least some 10 million people each  

 year and the tourist season approaching its peak, the United Nations       

 health agency today issued a paper outlining ways to avoid the scourge,    

 including boiling water, disinfecting with chemicals such as chlorine and  

 iodine and drinking bottled water from known sources.                      

 Waterborne disease is common in all parts of the world where there is poor 

 hygiene and sanitation, and traveller's diarrhoea – whose principal causes 

 are contaminated food and water – is estimated to affect 20 to 50 per cent 

 of travellers, the World Health Organization (WHO) said in the new         

 document – Preventing Travellers' Diarrhoea: How To Make Drinking Water    

 Safe.                                                                      

 It urges that before travelling, people check with their local disease     

 prevention agency or physician for recommended vaccines and medication,    

 seek more detailed advice from WHO's International Travel and Health site  

 at http://www.who.int/ith/en/, and take along a medical kit containing     

 water disinfectant agents such as iodine tablets or solution,              

 chlorinating-flocculating products, and/or chlorine bleach tablets.        

Bringing water to a rolling boil is the most effective way to kill all     

 disease-causing pathogens, the document says. If it is not possible to     

 boil water, chemical disinfection of clear, non-turbid water is effective  

 for killing bacteria and viruses and some protozoa.                                                                                                    

 As for treatment, WHO recommends that as soon as diarrhoea starts,         

 travellers drink more fluids such as boiled, bottled or treated water,     

 sports beverages or any other safe fluids like carbonated drinks. Oral     

 rehydration salts may also be used to help the body retain fluids.         

 While drinking water of questionable purity is always risky, if a          

 traveller becomes sick with severe diarrhoea and/or vomiting and a safe    

 source of fluids can not be obtained, it is better to drink the best       

 available fluids, even if of questionable purity, than to drink nothing at 

 all.                                                                                                                                                   

 * * *                                                                                                                                                  

 SECRETARY-GENERAL APPEALS FOR CALM PENDING FINAL RESULTS OF GUINEA-BISSAU ELECTION                                                                                                                                               

 The Secretary-General has taken note of the provisional results announced  

 today by national electoral authorities of the second round of             

 presidential elections held on 24 July in Guinea-Bissau and he has         

 appealed for calm as the counting process continues before announcement of 

 the final results and full restoration of constitutional rule.             

 In a statement issued by his spokesman, Secretary-General Kofi-Annan also   stressed the need to employ legal means to address any electoral           

grievances. He reaffirmed United Nations support for the country’s efforts 

 to consolidate democracy and to promote sustainable peace and development. 

 * * *                                                                      

 UN ENVIRONMENT AGENCY CHIEF WELCOMES US, ASIA-PACIFIC CLIMATE CHANGE PACT  

 The head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today welcomed 

 the United States-led initiative to work with Australia and major Asian    

 nations to develop new technologies aimed at reducing greenhouse gases,    

 but cautioned that it was no substitute for the Kyoto Protocol, which      

 neither the US nor Australia has ratified.                                                                                                             

 The six-country accord between the United States, Australia, China, India, 

 Japan and South Korea aims to spread new energy technologies to reduce     

 pollution and curb global warming without hurting economic development.    

 The Kyoto Protocol requires 35 industrialized nations to reduce greenhouse 

 gas emissions by 5 per cent by the year 2012.                                                                                                          

 "If it leads to real and meaningful reductions in greenhouse gases and a   

 decrease in the kinds of energy shocks which damage, in particular, the    

 fragile economies of poor countries, then it is a welcome step forward and 

 a clear signal that we now have a truly global consensus on the need to    

 fight climate change," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer.                                                                                     

 "Rapidly developing economies like China and India need new and more       

 efficient energy technologies if they are to lift their populations out of 

 poverty without compromising the environment or destabilizing the global   

 economy," he said, adding that countries like the United States are now    

 equally aware that being dependent on fossil fuels is and will be an       

 increasing burden in the future.                                                                                                                       

 But he stressed that the US-led initiative is not a substitute for the     

 152-nation Kyoto Protocol, its legally binding emission reductions and its 

 various flexible mechanisms including emission trading and the Clean       

 Development Mechanism.                                                                                                                                 

 "We also urgently need more investment in climate-vulnerable developing    

 countries to help them adapt to the climate change that is already         

 underway," he added.                                                                                                                                   

 "However, all countries must look to how we tackle climate change beyond   

 2012. We need numerous imaginative and diverse initiatives if we are to    

 put the planet on track for the up to 60 per cent emission reductions      

 deemed necessary by scientists. These need to involve not only governments 

 but industry sectors up to climate alliances between cities in the         

 developed and developing world," he said.                                  

                                                                             * * *                                                                      

UN AGENCIES TO ASSIST THAILAND WITH TSUNAMI RECOVERY PLANNING              

As part of continuing efforts to help affected countries recover from the  

 devastating effects of last year's Indian Ocean tsunami, two United        

 Nations agencies have signed an agreement to help local government in      

 Thailand with the rehabilitation planning for the areas hit by the killer  

 wave last December.                                                        

 The UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) said in a statement that   

 the activity is part of a larger UN Development Programme (UNDP) project   

 which focuses on supporting the rehabilitation of minority communities in  

 the region.                                                                

UN-HABITAT's role in the overall project is to build capacity of local     

 government organizations and to document best practices of both local      

 government and community-based organizations in rehabilitation planning    

 and implementation.                                                        

The tsunami damaged or destroyed some 20,000 households in Thailand's six  

 southern provinces of Phuket, Phang Nga, Krabi, Ranong, Trang and Satun    

 along the Andaman coastline. The challenges now faced by local government  

 organizations trying to coordinate multi-sector rehabilitation planning    

 activities range from coordinating relief efforts, to land use planning,   

 shelter reconstruction, and the rehabilitation of basic services.                                                                                      

 UN-HABITAT, in collaboration with the Department of Local Administration   

 (DLA) and the Thailand Environment Institute, will be providing technical  

 support to three local government organizations in Phang Nga and Ranong.   

* * *                                                                      

 WORLD AIRLINE PASSENGER TRAFFIC EXPECTED TO CONTINUE EXPANDING, SAYS UN AGENCY                                                                                                                                                 

 World airline passenger traffic is expected to continue expanding for the  

 next three years following a strong rebound in 2004, which reversed a      

 slump related to terrorism, a slowing economy, disease and the war in      

 Iraq, according to the latest medium-term forecast released by the United  

 Nations aviation agency today.                                             

 Passenger traffic measured in passenger kilometres performed (PKPs) is     

 expected to grow by 7.6, 6.5 and 6.2 per cent in 2005, 2006 and 2007       

 respectively, the Montreal-based the International Civil Aviation          

 Organization (ICAO) said.                                                  

Traffic suffered in 2001 and 2002 from a slowing world economy and the     

 terrorist attacks against the United States on 11 September, 2001. In the  

 first half of 2003, it was further negatively impacted by the outbreak of  

 Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and the war in Iraq, before       

 starting to recover during the second half.                                

 Last year’s estimated 14 per cent growth, in part, reflects the strong     

 recovery by the airlines in Asia/Pacific, the region worst affected by the 

 SARS outbreak. It was also supported by the improved performance of some   

 regional economies and the sustained expansion of the Middle East economy, 

 as well as the marginal decline in the cost of travel in real terms.       

 Total (international and domestic) scheduled passenger traffic generated   

 by airlines of ICAO’s 188 Contracting States was 2,950 billion PKPs in     

 2001. For the years 2002 and 2003, it remained well below the level        

 achieved in 2000 (3,038 billion PKPs). For 2004, the traffic is estimated  

 at 3,442 billion PKPs. With the anticipated continuing moderate            

 performance of the world economy, traffic is expected to rise to about     

 3,705 PKPs in 2005, 3,947 PKPs in 2006 and 4,192 PKPs in 2007.             

 * * *                                                                      

 AFGHANISTAN: UN-BACKED ANTI-DRUG TASK FORCE STARTS UP OPERATIONS           

 The United Nations-backed special counter-narcotics Criminal Justice Task  

 Force (CJTF), created to fast-track major drug cases within Afghanistan,   

 officially began operations today, the United Nations Office on Drugs and  

 Crime (UNODC) said.                                                        

The Task Force was set up in January 2005 by the Government of Afghanistan 

 with the support from UNODC and donor countries, including United Kingdom, 

 Canada and Belgium. The United States is providing additional operational  

 support.                                                                   

 Over the last few months, training courses have been conducted, offices    

 have been established and equipment and materials have been provided. So   

 far, the Task Force consists of 84 members including 36 investigators, 33  

 prosecutors and 15 judges.                                                 

 Another 60 members will join the force over the next few months after      

 having received the relevant training by the Italian non-governmental      

 organization (NGO) ISISC. This will bring the total number of Task Force   

 members to 144 by the end of October 2005.                                                                                                             

 The CJTF’s aim is to bring offenders of drug-related crime to justice quickly and its creation falls within the framework of strengthening the criminal justice system as well as the establishment of secure court and prison facilities in Afghanistan, UNODC said.                                                                                                          

 In a pilot phase carried out earlier this year, following the training of  a first group of 20 judicial professionals, 69 cases were investigated, 62 prosecuted and 22 decided by the court.                                    

The CJTF is based in Kabul but also operates in the provinces. Its  activities will be conducted in cooperation with the Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Justice, Supreme Court and Office of the Attorney General, the UNODC statement also said.                                                 

 * * *                                                                      

 For more details go to UN News Centre                                     
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

28 July 2005

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.  I’ll start off with a statement on the situation in Northern Ireland.

**Statement on Northern Ireland
“The Secretary-General welcomes the announcement by the Irish Republican Army (IRA) that it has decided to end armed actions in Northern Ireland and to disarm.  This decision, if fully implemented, will be a watershed in the history of Northern Ireland.

“The Secretary-General hopes the IRA will commit fully to the obligation it has just undertaken.  He calls on all parties concerned to seize this unique opportunity to consolidate the Good Friday Agreement.” 

And the statement is, of course, available upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding consultations on a number of issues today.  It began with a discussion of sanctions on the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Côte d’Ivoire, with briefings by the chairs of the Council’s sanctions committees for those two countries -- respectively, the Permanent Representative of Algeria and the Permanent Representative of Greece. 

A draft resolution on maintaining the sanctions on the Democratic Republic of the Congo was circulated.  The members of the expert panel for the Democratic Republic of the Congo are available here in New York, if you’re interested in interviewing them.  And if so, you should contact Jane Gaffney in my office.

On Côte d’Ivoire, meanwhile, the Council studied the report of an experts’ panel which recommended a tighter definition of the arms embargo and also asked for the Council committee on Côte d'Ivoire to visit the region.

After those briefings, the Security Council heard from Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, about developments in Haiti.  Under-Secretary-General Guéhenno is currently briefing outside at the Security Council stakeout.

And last, under “other matters”, the Council will hear from the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, who will discuss the human rights dimension of issues on the Council’s agenda.  Arbour will be the guest at the noon briefing tomorrow.

And yesterday afternoon, in addition to its presidential statement on Iraq, the Council also adopted a presidential statement condemning the 23 July terrorist attacks in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt.

** Zimbabwe
Turning to Zimbabwe, United Nations agencies on the ground have completed the assessment of current needs in Zimbabwe, according to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  The two greatest requirements are for shelter and food.

These needs arise in a country already experiencing a humanitarian crisis, which is marked by high HIV infection rates, fuel shortages, a growing food emergency, and, according to UNICEF, the sharpest rises in child mortality in the world.  The United Nations and its partners are now discussing how to get those resources to meet these new needs, and are also discussing possibilities of either expanding existing programs or issuing a new appeal.

The Secretary-General has underscored the need for action to be taken to help the people affected, to stop the clearances and to ensure that those affected are not only looked after, but they are given adequate housing. He has also stressed the need for dialogue between the Government, domestic constituencies and the international community, with a view to working together to address Zimbabwe’s serious social, economic and political problems.

** Iraq
On Iraq, in comments to reporters yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General condemned what he called the “senseless and brutal killing of innocent diplomats”, as Algerian officials Ali Belaroussi and Azzedine Belkadi were reported to have been murdered in Iraq.

The Secretary-General added that “these kinds of barbaric acts really should press us to define terrorism and to come up with the 13th convention -- the comprehensive convention against terrorism.  We have the transcript of his comments available upstairs.

The Security Council, in a presidential statement also yesterday afternoon, condemned the assassination in the strongest possible terms, saying there was no justification for such terrorist acts.  And also today, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, also issued a statement condemning the murders.

**Statement on Guinea-Bissau
And I have a statement here on Guinea-Bissau.

“The Secretary-General has taken note of the provisional results announced today by the national electoral authorities of the second round of the presidential elections on 24 July 2005 in Guinea-Bissau.  He appeals for calm, as the counting process continues before the announcement of the final results and the full restoration of constitutional rule. 

“The Secretary-General stresses the need to employ legal means to address any electoral grievances.  He reaffirms the United Nations support for the country’s efforts to consolidate democracy and to promote sustainable peace and development.” 

**Appointment of John Ruggie
Today the Secretary-General has appointed Professor John Ruggie as his Special Representative on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises.

The creation of the mandate was requested by the United Nations Commission for Human Rights and approved by the Economic and Social Council on 25 July, and includes identifying and clarifying standards of corporate responsibility and accountability with regards to human rights.  And we have a press release available upstairs. 

**Climate Change
On the issue of climate change, from Nairobi, a statement was issued by Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), welcoming a plan by the United States to work with Australia and Asian countries to reduce greenhouse emissions.

In the statement, Mr. Toepfer notes that countries like the United States now recognise that a more diversified fuel supply “makes economic, as well as environmental sense”, but he cautions that this new initiative is not a substitute for the Kyoto Protocol.  “We must look to how we tackle climate change beyond 2012”, Toepfer said in his statement. 

**General Assembly
And lastly -- General Assembly, we’re told, is holding all-day closed informal consultations on the revised draft outcome document for the September Summit.  And consultations are likely to continue tomorrow. 

That is it for me.  Any questions?
**Questions and Answers
Question:  I wonder if the Secretary-General is going to reconsider visiting Zimbabwe after it’s become apparent that the demolitions are continuing despite Government protestations and claims that they’re not going.  It looks like President Mugabe could twist the Secretary-General’s decision as something in his favour that he could use to cast the demolitions in a favourable light.  What’s the Secretary-General’s stance on that?

Spokesman:  I think it would be very difficult to cast these demolitions in a favourable light [interruption] -- if I could finish my sentence.  I think, as we said yesterday and the day before, the Secretary-General accepted the invitation in principle.  No date was set.  He has made it clear that a number of things would have to happen on the ground before a visit could even be scheduled, and that would, of course, include the complete cessation of the demolitions, the start of a meaningful political dialogue between the Government and others -- and opposition groups -- and civil society in Zimbabwe, in order to address the long-term political and development problems in Zimbabwe.  

The Secretary-General would not want to visit Zimbabwe in a way that he would have to substitute himself for Ms. Tibaijuka.  Her report was clear and hard-hitting and there is no visit, no schedule at this time.

Question:  Will he call for a formal investigation along the lines of the Hariri probe, for example, to investigate who’s to blame for this?  The Tibaijuka report was extraordinarily vague on that subject.

Spokesman:  I think Ms. Tibaijuka’s report clearly stated the collective responsibility of the Government in these matters and the demolitions.  What we want to see immediately is the humanitarian aid reaching those in need, accompanied by the start of a political dialogue.

Question:  On the same topic, first of all, following the Zimbabwean Government claims and opposition counter-claims about whether the demolitions have been stopped or not, does the United Nations have a view -- does the United Nations accept the Government’s claims that they’ve been stopped? 

A couple of other questions.  The Zimbabwean Ambassador yesterday rejected calls for dialogue between the Government and the opposition, saying that was happening in the National Assembly, rejected suggestions that colonial-era laws might be repealed, as suggested in the Tibaijuka report and also claimed that the 700,000 figure was a gross exaggeration. In reality, he said, it was 3,000 households.  I wonder if the United Nations has any response to his rejection.

Final question is, is Secretary-General Annan in any way disappointed that all three African members on the Security Council opposed raising the question of Zimbabwe at the Security Council yesterday?

Spokesman:  Remind me of your first question again.  Oh the --  

Correspondent:  It would help if you took notes.

Spokesman:  It’s also sometimes good to ask one question at a time.  Our country team is actively trying to verify whether or not these demolitions have, in fact, stopped.  We want to be able to see these things for ourselves, and we are in the process of doing that. 

It is clear and evident that, if Zimbabwe is going to get over this current crisis, this humanitarian, political and development crisis, there will need to be a serious and sustained dialogue between the Government, the opposition and civil society.  That needs to happen.  It’s difficult to imagine how the country can move forward without such a dialogue.

Question:  So, sorry, who is verifying it and when are we going to get a verification or any kind of United Nations indication --

Spokesman:  Well, our country team, I mean, I spoke to people just before we came down to the briefing, we are trying to verify with the staff that we have on the ground that, in fact, these things have stopped.  And once we’re able to say that they have stopped, we’ll let you know.

Question:  Just a final question, is the Secretary-General disappointed that all three African members of the Security Council rejected discussions of Zimbabwe at the Security Council?

Spokesman:  Their vote was their own decision.  In order to help Zimbabwe to get out of this crisis there will need to be assistance from the international community, but especially from neighbouring, and other African countries will have -- have a role to play -- and we hope they will play a role in this.

Question:  On Iraq, what is the UN’s position?  Who is responsible for the protection of diplomats and other national agencies, because basically should it be the coalition of the willing at this point in time, but the dysfunctional Iraqi Government -- 

[Phone rings.]

Spokesman:  Phone -- no question, no answer. 

Question:  -- the Iraqi Government -- 

Spokesman:  The response -- the security of diplomats is that of the host country and the multinational force does have a role to play in there.

Yes?  

[Phone rings again.]

Come on, Massoud.  Just turn it off.   

Question: When you talk about United Nations staff on the ground in Zimbabwe, who does the United Nations have on the ground, like which agencies have staff over there, who are these people?

Spokesman:  United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) -- those are the three -- and World Food Programme (WFP) obviously have staff.  I will try to get you an exact number of international staff that we have.  But in Zimbabwe, as in a number of developing countries, we have what we call a United Nations country team, which is led by a resident coordinator, which is usually a UNDP official who leads the United Nations humanitarian team on the ground.

Question:  What I’m trying to get at here is like, are you confident that the people that are there have the expertise to indeed do the kind of verification that we’re talking about?

Spokesman:  Yes, I mean they engage with the Government and civil society and they’re able to see things for themselves.  Obviously, as the humanitarian effort increase, we will need to ramp up our staffing in Zimbabwe.

Question:  And just a quick other question on the imminent release of the Volcker report, the third interim report.  Does the United Nations, do you, guys, plan to have some kind of rebuttal, and who will be giving it?

Spokesman:  I think we’re a little too early from that date for me to give you an answer.  When we’re sure on the date, we can probably talk a couple days beforehand.

Question:  On Mr. Ruggie, is he going to be here full time and not be the dean?

Spokesman:  No, he will remain at Harvard.  He will work for the Commission on Human Rights in Geneva and do a couple of missions, or how many he needs to do, a year.  But he will step down from the current United Nations role that he has, which is the Special Advisor on the Global Compact.  So that activity will cease, but he will continue to be at Harvard and travel to Geneva and other things, as needed.

Question:  That was my last question.  I thought the Global Compact, that was the whole purpose of it?

Spokesman:  Well, this is an appointment made at the request of the Commission on Human Rights.  

Thank you very much.
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U.N. welcomes climate agreement (� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_Washington_Times" ��The Washington Times�)


Reaction to six-nation climate pact (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Reuters:_Reaction_to" ��Reuters�)


UNEP acknowledges new climate pact, but says it's no replacement for Kyoto (� HYPERLINK  \l "_AFX:_UNEP_acknowledges" ��AFX�)


Clima.- La ONU advierte de que la iniciativa de EEUU sobre cambio climático no sustituye a Kioto (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Europa_Press:Clima.-_La" ��Europa Press�)





Más vale prevenir (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Montevideo_Comm:_Más" ��Montevideo Comm�)


L'Onep veut aider les plages de Rabat et de Bouznika à obtenir le label "Pavillon bleu" (� HYPERLINK  \l "_L'Intelligent/Jeune_Afrique:_L'Onep" ��L'Intelligent/Jeune Afrique�)


El PNUMA forma a abogados de América Latina en derecho ambiental (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Portal_Medio_Ambiente:" ��Portal Medio Ambiente�)


 ‘Travel and tourism: Could do better’ (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Hospitality_Net:_‘Travel" ��Hospitality Net�)
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