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Other Environment News
· EU scheme caps carbon output (Financial Times)
· A glimpse of Earth in its precious fragility (International Herald Tribune)
· The Greens Are Wilting (Newsweek)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  15 July 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 15 July 2005
Daily Times (Pakistan): Environmental economics: Fort Munroe vs New Murree
Aisha Khan
Everybody agrees that the need to decrease the load on present Murree and create alternative space. But Patriata falls within the same ecological belt

High latitude and mountain environments are very complex due to the interaction of tectonic, geomorphic, ecological and climate agents. They are known for their sensitivity to climate change. They also constitute a major topographic part of planetary climate control and serve as catchments of snow and ice as well as watersheds for the surrounding dry lowlands. 

Climate change could bring hydrological chaos, even with an average temperature rise of only a few degrees Celsius over the coming century. This is expected to bring more rain, less snow and more and earlier melting. This may halve snow pack volumes and increase flood and landslide hazards.

There is considerable debate over climate forcing and landscape response as complex geodynamics regulate feedback mechanisms that couple climatic, tectonic and surface processes. The increase in world populations is pushing human settlements and activities into endangered zones. Empirical knowledge alone does not help avert disaster. It needs to be replaced by a scientific understanding of the processes that cause and affect climate forcing and its impact on the planet’s shrinking resources. An understanding of the hazards and its causes can help guide regional design and planning in agriculture, generation of power, transportation and construction. Slope failures occur as a result of residual soil, gravel and clay wherever the gradients are sufficient but the process is accelerated when human population increases in fragile environments. Deforestation, overgrazing and construction contribute significantly to natural hazards. Drastic change in the hydrology over a period of time has a cumulative adverse effect that may become irreversible.

These are the scientific conclusions of Professor John F Shoder Jr who has spent 35 years of his life studying Pakistan’s mountains and glaciers.

The Millennium Eco-system Assessment, the work of 1300 scientists and experts from 95 countries in which the UNEP played a pivotal role, provides some of the first firm figures on the environment’s economic value. Damage to natural capital not only undermines our life support systems but also erodes the economic basis for future generations. 

The goods and services provided by nature are worth millions. Restoring damaged ecosystems is both costly and time-consuming. The burning of 10 million hectares of forests in Indonesia in the late 1990s cost an estimated $9 billion as a result of factors such as increased health care and tourism losses.

The value of timber and fuel-wood from a forest is worth less than a third when compared with the value of services such as watershed protection, recreation and the absorption of pollutants like green house gases.

In developing economies, inequitable resources and a burgeoning population creates scarcity of essential natural resources like fuel wood and water and pit vested interest groups against each other for capturing critical resources. Environmental degradation and environmental scarcity feed into each other and together they unleash the market forces that increase economic hardships and social instability. This in turn fuels ethnic, communal and class-based rivalries which promote group identity and facilitate vested interest groups to encourage and endorse violence for snatching their share of the shrinking pie.

Environmental Economics will therefore play a critical role in the coming years as the world wrestles with increased populations, indiscriminate use of natural resources, disproportionate consumption patterns, inequitable distribution of wealth and a shrinking base of vital natural assets. There is already strong evidence of demographic stresses creating strife, nationally and internationally.

Economic growth is fundamental to progress but this growth must conform to the environmental sensitivities of the region and a cost benefit ratio of the planned development against the long-term economic value of environment should be the decisive factor in undertaking projects in fragile eco zones. 

The growing number of people in Pakistan and their consumption patterns are shrinking our natural resource base. But promoting high-end and low-volume tourism is neither fair nor desirable. Everybody is unanimous about the need to decrease the load on present Murree and create space at an alternate location. But the new location of Patriata falls within the same ecological belt. While it may witness the shift of a sizeable number of people from Muree to Patriata, the impact will be on the same geography. 

In fact the environmental degradation may actually accelerate as a result of loss in forest cover in a reserved forest area by the removal of eight percent (totaling11, 680) trees. Other threats include construction in reserved forest area, geological instabilities, water supply, and the cumulative impact of increased human activity on an already overburdened land and its natural resources.

Fort Munroe on the other hand is an alternative. Located at an altitude of 6400 ft with an approved cable car project it has all the ingredients for a positive eco-friendly intervention without any negatives.

Development in south Punjab will result in equitable distribution of economic growth in a different part of the country, bring additional land under forestation and provide an alternate geography and its people opportunity to flourish in tandem with nature. The new location can easily be developed and marketed as the premier eco-friendly destination both within the country and abroad. Designed to reflect the sub-regional culture in its architecture, with solar and wind energy technologies and a shuttle transport system for movement inside the resort area, it could be developed as a model resort along with other locations like Ziarat to deflect pressure from Murree. 

Regional tourism will help promote inter-provincial harmony and the economic dependency will create the necessary vested interest for enhanced cooperation. There are several other destinations spread all over Pakistan which can be developed in a to provide respite from heat for the local populations and attract foreign tourists to hitherto undiscovered exotic destinations. 

Indiscriminate and reckless abuse of the hills and mountains for recreation and exploitation of its natural resources will be counter productive for the national economy and contribute to global climate change. Balance is critical in every aspect of life for sustainable results. Today the choice lies with us but tomorrow it may be too late to reverse the clock. 

American environmentalist and author Aldo Leopold has very rightly said “We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us. When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.” 

The writer is president of Mountain and Glacier Protection Organisation
_____________________________________________________________________________

Campaign: Can Advertising Save the World?

By Robin Hicks

15 July 2005

Green pressure groups have shifted their focus on to adland to try to bring about environmental responsibility.

There is no polite way to say business is destroying the world,' Paul Hawken writes in his oxymoronically titled book The Ecology of Commerce.

'Given existing corporate practices, no wildlife reserve, wilderness or indigenous culture will survive the global market economy. The land, water, air and sea have been functionally transformed from life-supporting systems into repositories for waste.'

Tony Blair and other world leaders, despite recent terrorist attacks, have convened a G8 summit which, like the others before it, will likely amount to little more than big promises and back-slapping. The chance to create a sustainable consumer society falls at the feet of businesses and their brands. 

A far-fetched assumption? Apparently not, if you listen to consumers.

In a survey (by the online research company Tickbox) commissioned by Campaign last month, 91% of Britons said they trust brands more than politicians, while 64% think brands can solve global problems by getting involved in sustainable projects. Crucially, two-thirds believe brands not only have a role to play, but a responsibility to make society sustainable.

NGOs think so too. The likes of Greenpeace have been blaming big corporations for the over-consumption problem since 1992's Rio Earth Summit. More recently, though, unsatisfied any useful progress had been made, they identified a new villain: the advertising sector.

'We were told we were 'stuck in an 80s time-warp of over-consumption',' Mike Longhurst, the European Association of Communication Agencies' advisor on sustainability and the business development director at McCann Erickson, recalls. 'It was no longer the manufacturers' fault but ours, for failing to apply pressure on them.'

Ad agencies, the NGOs insisted, should lean on their clients to stop advertising unsustainable products, and the perception was that agencies knew little and cared less about environmental and social issues. 'Our critics had little understanding of marketing and advertising realities,' Longhurst says, 'but, in some senses, they were right about the sector's lack of knowledge of what was becoming a major global issue and one which, sooner or later, would impact their clients.'

But a lot has changed since the late 90s, when relations between NGOs and adland could hardly have been worse. The first step towards a detente came when the late Stig Carlson, then the director-general of the EACA, asked McCann Erickson to take on the United Nations Environment Programme as a pro bono client.

McCann agreed. First, the agency ran a global 'Pulse' study of young people's attitudes toward sustainable consumption. It then published a brochure, Can sustainability sell?. The brochure, which was mailed to the ad community across Europe, was designed to show adland how social responsibility and sustainability can boost brand image (and it was a nice bit of PR for McCann, too).

The big break, however, came in 2002 at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. It was a tense affair - NGOs pressed governments for a mandate to rein in advertising to tackle over-consumption. Adland's response had to be credible and thorough.

Longhurst teamed up with Bernhard Adriaensens of the World Federation of Advertisers and sustainability specialists at Procter & Gamble and Unilever. They set themselves a clear target: shift the perception of advertising from being the cause of the problem to part of the solution within two years, or face the ire of green groups.

Their report at the WSSD made many promises. They would hold conferences and launch various projects to give adland the dig in the ribs it needed.

But, Longhurst points out, sustainability is a game in which victories cannot be claimed. Advertising, he says, is forever on trial.

Since then, the EACA has produced a Green Guide and a Code of Ethics for agencies. Its most important publication to date, though, is Opportunity Space, which gives advice on how to turn corporate social responsibility into a business advantage.

Done properly, CSR is a philosophy that underpins everything a company does. It should never be an add-on, not least because NGOs are experts at seeing through superficial attempts to become good corporate citizens.

The big question is: should CSR projects be taken down from corporate websites and flaunted in ad campaigns ('Talking the walk', page 32)?

Interestingly, UNEP thinks so. Solange Montillaud-Joyel, UNEP's associate programme officer, reasons once more brands begin to advertise what they are doing to save the planet, rivals will be forced to follow suit.

Of course, for it to work, consumers have to care whether or not a company is sustainable. The picture is confusing. McCann's Pulse study suggests young people from the 28 countries surveyed are 'hedonistic idealists', who want a sustainable world, but don't want to give up the things they like to get it.

Campaign's survey finds the same thing. One in ten Brits say they would not stop buying their favourite brand even if they knew it used sweatshop labour. Yet 95% think green credentials should be communicated through advertising, with 18% claiming they would buy a greener product regardless of price.

The truth is, despite the efforts of UNEP and the EACA, the number of brands brave enough to shout about how green they are remains pitifully small. G8 and talk of climate change and carbon-trading schemes could change that, some think. But if so, are ad agencies best suited for the task?

Ever since the triple bottom line (economic, social and environmental) entered business jargon, sustainability specialists have emerged (a Google search on 'sustainability' and 'consultancy' throws up 529,000 results).

One of the most respected is Good Brand, set up by the former marketing director of Kraft UK, Dean Sanders. 'I don't necessarily see us as a risk to ad agencies,' he says. 'But then I don't see many agencies straining to seize what is a big strategic planning opportunity. They are set in the historical business paradigm: getting consumers to consume. Yet any good capitalist should see that there is a huge opportunity here - to solve environmental problems in a creative way.'

BRANDS THAT PLAY THE GREEN CARD

ABB - It's amazing what you save

ABB fancies itself as the Toyota of the power and technology space. A gadget it invented called a variable-speed drive allows a factory to work in a similar way to the hybrid engine in a Toyota Prius: when it's not running at full tilt, it slows down, cutting emissions and saving energy.

In 2002, ABB's global campaign asked: 'Can you stop 50 million tons of CO2 from happening?' This summer, ABB is running a similar campaign but, after updating its VSDs, can now tweak the endline to 68 million tons of CO2.

Kia - Think before you drive

Being green was Kia's core proposition when it launched in the UK. Based on the observation that most car trips made are less than a mile, Kia offered a free bike with every sale of its new Sedona. 'For long trips, use the Sedona. For short ones, use your loaf,' the press ads read. It also launched an initiative to escort children to school, called 'the walking bus'.

The campaign, by Mustoes, led to Kia taking almost 1% of a bitterly competitive car market. But, unlike Toyota, while Kia's marketing was green, its cars weren't. Now Kia's aggressive sales targets have led to a switch to a price-focused ad strategy.

Toyota - World Food Programme

Think sustainability and Toyota might spring to mind. Indeed, many feel its new status as the world's largest car company is a victory of morality as well as innovation. Yet it is Toyota's long-held relationship with the UN's World Food Programme that has impressed CSR specialists. 'Toyota has not been boastful about supplying the WFP with trucks,' Longhurst says. 'This is a case of putting the brand behind the issue, not the issue behind the brand.'

Benetton - James and other apes

When a Benetton print campaign ran in Campaign last October, confused Private Viewer Peter Bazalgette, the chairman of Endemol, wondered if the ads were promoting a strange new boy band. Showing only the faces of apes, their names and a logo, the message could have been clearer.

But - like the Body Shop - such is Benetton's (often controversial) legacy in championing big issues that the campaign soon stirred public interest and gave the plight of the great apes a global platform. The portraits, by the photographer James Mollison, also ran on billboards in major cities.

BP - Beyond petroleum

When BP replaced its shield with a green and yellow sunflower logo in 1999, it told the world it was no longer just in the oil business: it was an energy company that was to go 'Beyond Petroleum'. Greenpeace was not convinced, accusing BP of spending more on rebranding than exploring renewable energy sources. It dubbed BP 'Burning the Planet.' Like Exxon Mobil and Shell, BP is still accused of 'greenwashing' - posting the largest profits in UK corporate history thanks to rising oil prices didn't help.

DuPont - To do list for the planet

McCann Erickson's makeover of DuPont is a landmark case in how to face a tired old 'smokestack' company in a more positive direction. What was a poorly understood chemicals company was reintroduced as an earth sciences pioneer that improves the way we live. The campaign trumpeted DuPont's scientific achievements and aspirations under the hopeful strapline: 'To do list for the planet.' It worked: share price rose immediately. But, after some bad press, DuPont reverted to a product-focused advertising strategy.

Ben & Jerry's - Lick global warming

If Ben Cohen and Jerry Greenfield weren't busy dreaming up weird ice-cream flavours, chances are they'd be chaining themselves to oil tankers.

Last April, in protest of an oil drilling project in an Alaskan nature reserve, Ben & Jerry's founders parked a 1,000lb Baked Alaska in front of the US Capital Building, amid chants of: 'Don't bake Alaska! Stop global warming!' The stunt was supported by a campaign to 'lick global warming' in the Washington Post

_____________________________________________________________________________

Campaign: Why Green Means Gain

15 July 2005

As clients come round to the benefits of going green, so agencies will follow, Lucy Aitken writes.

Environmental responsibility and reduction of carbon emissions is not the preserve of cranky eccentrics and blithering do-gooders,' James Parsons, the director of Flamingo International, seethed on Campaign's letters page last July. Parsons, like many other readers who put pen to paper, was furious about Campaign's coverage of St Luke's carbon-neutral BT ad. The agency planted trees to compensate for the carbon emissions created by making the ad. 

The reduction of carbon emissions has become a priority. The Department of Trade and Industry has pledged to cut them by 60% in 45 years' time, while the environment secretary, Margaret Beckett, wants to cut greenhouse gases by 2020 and is investigating renewable energy sources such as wind and solar. It is a big issue for business, too: the Climate Change Group estimates that, if no action is taken, economic losses from extreme weather will exceed GDP by 2065.

BP has spent $ 20 million on its reductions strategy and realised $ 650 million in savings over three years. And now brands want to reach consumers too. The Co-Op works with Climate Care to offer carbon-offsetting with mortgage deals, while Honda sends new customers a carbon-neutral pack, courtesy of Future Forests, for their first three months on the road.

Organisations such as Future Forests and Climate Care invite companies and individuals to use carbon calculators to work out how much carbon they produce and encourage them to neutralise their emissions by investing in sustainable projects, most commonly tree-planting. The average TV ad filmed abroad produces more than 50 tons of carbon dioxide, Future Forests estimates.

Future Forests is apparently in talks with many ad agencies and has already established a relationship with St Luke's. Neil Thompson, the chief operating officer at St Luke's, estimates Future Forests has helped to reduce the agency's carbon emissions by 40%. 'It makes you more imaginative about how you do things,' he reflects. 'So when we win a client, we buy a cow in India.'

Many voices in the ad industry might scoff at such gestures, dismissing them as tokenism. Yet Solange Montillaud-Joyel, the associate programme officer at the United Nations Environment Programme, believes these actions have both internal and external benefits. 'The ad industry is often accused of being cynical and opportunist, so these actions help to stop them being demonised,' she says. 'And for young people in the industry, who are much more aware of these issues than their predecessors, it can help secure loyalty. Being visible about these issues is a new-business opportunity.'

Mike Longhurst, the business development director at McCann Erickson and the sustainability advisor for the European Association of Communications Agencies, agrees: 'Clients are screening agencies' environmental policies at the first round because they are being checked themselves.'

Hamish Pringle, the IPA's director-general, believes agencies could find themselves being reseated at the top table if they gen up on green issues.

'The Accounting Standards Board's new operating and financial review makes this a fantastic opportunity for agencies that often stand accused of being oblivious to the key issues occupying clients,' he says. 'Communicating a client's environmental stance will hopefully engage agencies a bit more because, like it or not, there is going to be a requirement to know about these issues.'

Part of knowing about these issues is practicing what you preach. Sue Welland, the co-founder of Future Forests, thinks the ad industry needs to clean up its act to show willing. 'Clients want to future-proof their business and part of that is reducing carbon emissions throughout their supply chain,' she says.

Welland wants the 'carbon neutral' tag to be as widely recognised as Intel's sonic logo by gracing a wide variety of products. Progress is already underway: the G8 summit was made carbon-neutral thanks to a £50,000 government grant for green projects in Africa.

Meanwhile, Pink Floyd's last album was carbon-neutral and high-profile musicians, such as Coldplay's Chris Martin and Dido, lend kudos to carbon-offsetting. If Dido doesn't do it for them, the bean-counters might warm to the economic angle: greener generally means cheaper. Abbott Mead Vickers BBDO has invested in a digital lab, which saves the agency transport and electricity costs.

Certain agencies are beginning to make a difference. Montillaud-Joyel name-checks McCann, St Luke's and JWT, and applauds WPP for being the first holding company to publish a corporate social responsibility report. But, she adds, most agencies 'are saying, not doing'.

Thompson thinks there is some way to go: 'I don't think the industry will catch up with sustainability until it is a requirement from clients and starts to hurt. As soon as it becomes a pitch-critical issue, everyone will do it.' 
	HOW MUCH CO2 DOES AN AD PRODUCE?

	Type of ad             How many tons of carbon  Estimated cost to offset

	dioxide does it produce?

	TV (filmed abroad)                              54                pounds 816

	TV (filmed in the UK)                         28                pounds 415

	Press ad                                                10                pounds 134

	Poster (1,000 96-sheets)                         3                 pounds 40

	Direct mail (100,000 pieces)                12                 pounds 19

	Source: Future Forests.

	Assumptions: TV ad (abroad): four-day shoot, international travel, crew

	of 12, two days post-production

	Direct mail: medium-weight paper, colour printed both sides, two pages

	in total, 100,000 pieces, distributed by road freight in the UK

	Press ad: five people, shooting in studio in UK for one day and on

	location in UK for one day with one day post-production; two travelling

	over 500km, three within 50km, ad printed on glossy paper double-page

	spread for a magazine with 100,000 circulation

	Poster: three people shooting on locations abroad, two days

	post-production, printed on thick paper 96 x A2 for 1,000 sites

	TIPS FOR A GREENER AGENCY

	- Minimise plane journeys by video-conferencing instead

	- Buy from ethical suppliers

	- Use low-emission company cars

	- Incentivise staff to use public transport, bicycles or car sharing

	- Turn off lights, monitors and computers when they are not in use

	- Check heating and air-conditioning are only turned on when necessary

	- Reduce, re-use and recycle wherever possible

	- Keep up with green issues in the news to stay on top of the latest

	ways to save energy

	- Set up a green taskforce, picking people who can make things happen

	from all agency departments

	- Develop an action plan with realistic deadlines - start with

	'low-hanging fruit' that is low-cost with immediate gains before

	momentum builds

	- Investigate using green energy from a local green power company or

	from renewable energy sources

	- Use bicycle couriers

	Source: EACA Green Guide and Greenpeace.


____________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: China to restore mangrove forests, safeguarding coastal line

17 July 2005

China's southernmost island province of Hainan will build a mangrove belt on its 9,600 hectares of coastal beaches in the next five to ten years, said the provincial forestry administration.

The provincial government will close some beaches for tree planting, in addition to the artificial afforestation so as to rebuild a "green barrier" along the coastal line.

During the past few years, Hainan spent 31.9 million yuan (about 3.9 million US dollars) in planting 4.25 million hectares of forests, including quite a proportion along the coastal shelter belts. 

It is just one examples of China carrying out its plan to restore the mangroves and shrubs that live in tropical tidal zones after the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. 

In south China's Guangdong Province, the local government is also making efforts to restore and expand the mangrove forests. 

The province planted 2,613 hectares of mangrove trees in 2004 and opened nine preserves of wetland mangroves, including two at the state level, covering 8,256 hectares of mangrove.

China will have 95,100 hectares of mangrove forests by 2010, said Zhou Shengxian, director of the State Forestry Bureau (SFA), who added that to achieve this goal, the government will invest 1.3 billion yuan (about 157 million US dollars).

This is all done to make up for past loss, Zhou said. China's mangrove forests were seriously felled and ruined during the past decades. 

Statistics from the SFA show that half a century ago China had more than 60,000 hectares of mangrove forests, but the campaign of reclaiming farmland from the sea, a large scale aquatic products breeding project and some other construction projects shrunk the forests to a mere 20,000 hectares. 

The mangrove forests, as well as coral reefs and sand dunes, are a buffer against tsunamis and storm surges, said Zhou.

Thanks to the mangrove forests, more than 400 families stayed safe in 4 villages in Tamil Nadu, one of the most severely damaged places in southern India in the 2004 tsunami, the official said.

The mangrove forests will counteract a large proportion of the energy from the sea waves. Though the forest itself may be destroyed, the infrastructures behind it will be in a safe condition, said John Pernetta, a project director for the United Nations Environment Program.

A country with a coastline of 32,000 kilometers, China came to realize that more than being decorative plants, mangrove forests are coastal guards that can not be replaced by anything else, the official said.

Zhou said the Chinese government has already realized the stern situation and is taking measures against any actions to destroy the mangroves. 

Zhu Xuancheng, director of the provincial forestry administration said Hainan has solved 1151 cases concerning coastal forest destruction, arresting 31 suspects since 1998.

The province also enacted China's first set of laws on mangrove protection in 2004.  
_____________________________________________________________________________

Diario Financiero (Chile): La prevención ambiental no impide el crecimiento de las empresas

18 de Julio de 2005
Camila Miranda Periodista “Hay pruebas de firmas que han aplicado técnicas de prevención de la contaminación y planes estrictos de gestión ambiental, y que han podido tener utilidades y prevenir gastos ambientales” 

Cuando el abogado Jorge Luis Varela decidió especializarse en derecho ambiental, uno de sus profesores le preguntó, sorprendido, si acaso pensaba morirse de hambre. Claro, corría 1988 y en Chile este tema aún no era una materia de preocupación, aunque sí lo era en países desarrollados. Recuerda que en Estados Unidos se discutía con efervescencia reformas sustanciales como el Super Fund, destinado a reparar el daño ambiental producido por empresas. “Un lujo que nosotros no nos podemos dar”, advierte hoy, ya que los países en desarrollo como Chile –por el alto costo que implica una reparación- deben prevenir. En fin, su decisión de hace casi 20 años no lo llevó a la inanición, sino a convertirse, primero, en asesor de la Secretaría General de la OEA en materia medioambiental –en ese tiempo estaba a la cabeza de este organismo, el brasileño Joao Baena Soares-, experiencia que lo catapultó al PNUMA, el programa de Naciones Unidas para el medioambiente, con sede en Kenia. Con todo ese background, fue consultor internacional, diseñando, implementando y ejecutando planes de políticas medioambientales para empresas o para los gobiernos de diferentes países. En Chile ha asesorado al Consejo de Defensa del Estado, la Comisión Nacional del Medioambiente, el Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y también al sector privado. Este año se incorporó al Estudio Urenda & Cía, para asesorar en materia ambiental preventiva a las empresas. Una necesidad creciente sobre todo porque el país, explica, tiene una obsesión compulsiva por firmar tratados internacionales sobre normativa medioambiental –que por ende constituyen legislación interna–, y porque éste es un ámbito dinámico, en el que día a día surgen nuevas metodologías. Explica: “Las preocupaciones ambientales no son indiferentes en ningún país del mundo en estos momentos. Desde mediados de la década del 90, el Banco Mundial, el Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo, el Banco Asiático y la Organización Mundial de Comercio, entre otros organismos internacionales técnicos, se encuentran emitiendo directrices y lineamientos, estándares y metodologías ambientales para todos los países. Y como consecuencia de eso hay un ámbito de obligaciones ambientales cada vez más extensos en cantidad y demandantes en calidad”. Agrega que frente a esta realidad, las empresas no pueden ser pasivas y deben ponerse al día para conocer los instrumentos de gestión ambiental con los que cuentan y sus obligaciones. En el primer caso, porque les permiten prevenir y por lo tanto, ahorrar o evitar los gastos de la reparación; Y en el segundo, porque ha habido una explosión mundial de obligaciones ambientales junto con una conciencia creciente en la población sobre la importancia de esta temática ambiental. Una situación que Varela grafica con Arauco, empresa que tiene cerrada una planta de celulosa. “Pongo mucho énfasis en la presión internacional, porque eso es lo que ha hecho despertar la conciencia ambiental en gran parte de la población de los países y ése ha sido el detonante de casos emblemáticos como Celulosa Arauco, que probablemente hubiese pasado inadvertido diez años atrás”. Agrega que en este caso, a la conciencia medioambiental, se suma la proliferación de tratados internacionales. En el caso Arauco, precisa, “el factor disparador de la situación se debió a que las aves migratorias se encuentran en un área protegida por tratados internacionales, entre ellos Ramsar, dedicados a proteger zonas vulnerables en ecosistemas frágiles. Ello sin perjuicio de la protección de la salud de los habitantes, que es el objetivo principal de la normativa medioambiental”. En todo caso, acota que en Arauco el nexo vinculante entre causa y efecto debe ser probado. De la cuna a la tumba... -¿Con qué instrumentos cuenta el país y las empresas para prevenir y no llegar a la reparación medioambiental? -Los instrumentos de prevención más importantes son los que se encuentran dentro de la gestión ambiental, que son técnicos y no instrumentos políticos. Y los abogados ambientalistas tenemos la obligación de darlos a conocer a las empresas. Las estrategias de prevención más desarrolladas son las que en Estados Unidos denominan “from cradle to grave”, o sea, desde la cuna hasta la sepultura: Estrategias que van desde la evaluación de impacto ambiental hasta años después de que una faena, por ejemplo, se ha cerrado. Varela agrega que lo anterior está estrechamente vinculado a lo financiero, ya que crecientemente las instituciones crediticias exigen un plan estratégico medioambiental “desde la cuna hasta la sepultura” antes de otorgar los recursos. Añade que desde el punto de vista internacional, una herramienta preventiva para las empresas y que sirve como un subsidio ambiental son los instrumentos emanados del protocolo de Kioto que se relacionan con el mercado de carbono. “El protocolo de Kioto da beneficios a los empresarios para que a través de instrumentos de gestión y transacción internacional puedan “subvencionar” el cumplimiento de futuras obligaciones ambientales”. Desgraciadamente, señala que aparece como difuso y poco claro, porque está en el ámbito de la prevención, y nuestro país “se constituye en el reino de la improvisación”. Volviendo a los instrumentos de Kioto, Jorge Luis Varela agrega que es importante convencer a las empresas que para ellas estos mecanismos o estándares constituyen un beneficio, un derecho al que pueden acceder. Respecto a las críticas a Estados Unidos por no haber ratificado el protocolo de Kioto, Varela, señala que en estricto rigor es el país que más está invirtiendo en estudios de mecanismos de desarrollo limpio y conversión a tecnologías ambientalmente adecuadas. -Además de éstos, ¿qué otros instrumentos de prevención existen? -Hay parámetros de gestión ambiental emanados del Banco Mundial, para la adecuada gestión de la empresa, lo que fundamentalmente se refiere a prevención. Las secretarías técnicas de algunos tratados ambientales constantemente emiten normas sobre buenas prácticas de gestión. Existen también instrumentos emanados de la organización internacional de estandarización (ISO), que son parámetros de gestión interna de las empresas, fundamentalmente la familia de las ISO 14.000. Paralelamente están las P2 Strategies (P2, pollution prevention), que las está usando mucho Estados Unidos, fundamentalmente en el ámbito de las fuerzas armadas y de empresas altamente contaminantes. -¿Cómo se concilia la aplicación de estas estrategias con el crecimiento económico de las empresas? -Las estrategias de prevención de la contaminación no implican una paralización de las actividades de las empresas, ni tampoco un estancamiento en su crecimiento económico. Hay pruebas concretas de empresas que han aplicado estrategias técnicas de prevención de la contaminación y planes estrictos de gestión ambiental, y que han podido crecer económicamente, tener utilidades y prevenir gastos ambientales. Por ejemplo, British Airways, Boeing company, IBM, entre otras. Agrega que incluso en los tratados bilaterales de libre comercio, no se han incluido los temas medioambientales, ni los laborales para no interferir en el comercio, lo cual es clave para el éxito del acuerdo. Los tratados -Usted señala que gran parte de la normativa ambiental interna se debe a la ratificación de tratados internacionales. ¿A qué parámetros se han enfrentado las empresas por eso? -Chile tiene la tendencia a querer aparecer como un país muy respetuoso de la normativa internacional. Tiene lo que yo llamo el síndromecompulsivo de la ratificación de tratados ambientales y desgraciadamente en la gran mayoría de los casos primero se ratifica y después se pregunta a quiénes y cómo afecta. Hay un ejemplo concreto. Hace algunos años se ratificó por parte de Chile la Convención sobre Diversidad Biológica, que establece que los recursos naturales y la biodiversidad se encuentran dentro de la soberanía nacional. Pero al mismo tiempo tiene excepciones importantes en la materia, y una de ellas es que debe haber una compensación económica por la explotación comercial de los recursos genéticos de la diversidad biológica. Esto involucra a empresas de biotecnología, laboratorios dedicados a la medicina tradicional y homeopática y a las compañías de cosméticos. Por ejemplo, si un laboratorio o firma de biotecnología quiere experimentar con una planta medicinal, tendrá que existir una compensación económica por la explotación comercial de dicho recurso genético. Otro ejemplo: Chile ratificó el 16 de abril de este año, el Tratado de Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes, también conocido como COPS, fundamentalmente destinado a regula r la importación de químicos tóxicos, y tiene consecuencias potencialmente gravísimas para las empresas. Sin embargo, reconoce el abogado, en este caso sí hubo un trabajo previo para dar a conocer a las empresas los alcances de este tratado. “Debo rendir un tributo especial a la Conama en lo que se refiere a COPS, ya que durante dos años se reunió con la empresa, organismos del estado y ONG, e invitó a participar en el proceso previo. Por parte del sector privado intervino la industria metalúrgica, del aluminio, de los vertederos y de la gran minería del cobre, representados a través de la Sonami”. -¿Y en qué caso en Chile no ha habido una conciencia ambiental previa? -Entre muchos casos pasados no tuvimos conciencia ambiental previa cuando ratificamos la Convención de Marpol (y otros instrumentos legales que contemplan la indemnización por daño ambiental) sobre las estrategias de prevención y reparación del daño ambiental a los recursos marinos, fundamentalmente derivados de derrame de hidrocarburos y de distintos episodios contaminantes. No fue analizado en un proceso abierto que se le permitiera a las empresas e interesados tener una participación y prepararse, sobre todo a las empresas navieras que pueden ser las más afectadas. -¿Hay nuevos tratados en el horizonte que se vayan a imponer a las empresas? -No. Ya tenemos problemas con lo que Chile suscribió en abril, cuando ratificó dos tratados juntos, COPS o convenio de Estocolmo, y el convenio de Rotterdam o PIC (previous informed consent o consentimiento informado previo). Implica que los países que exportan sustancias o químicos tóxicos tienen que informar al estado receptor en su proceso de traslado qué es lo que están exportando. Aquí está la colisión de dos principios en el ámbito mundial: el principio precautorio y el principio del contaminador pagador. Se trata de que el primero prevalezca para que las empresas ahorren plata, para anticiparlo adecuadamente y para eso hay instrumentos técnicos. -¿Existe un cálculo de cuánto pueden las empresas ahorrar al hacer prevención ambiental? -Sí, existen. Desde luego está todo el ahorro por asesorías medioambientales destinadas a reparar episodios de contaminación, que son carísimas. Se estima que la reparación del daño ambiental producido cuesta 30 veces más que una estrategia oportuna de prevención.


_____________________________________________________________________________

Gulf Daily News:'Environment envoys' seek BD20,000 help 

Published: 16 July 2005
YOUNG environmentalists are appealing to the public to help finance their participation in an international environment conference being held in Japan later this month.

Five children from the Environment Friends Society's Reem Station and their chaperones have been invited to participate in the 2005 Children's World Summit for the Environment, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Around 1,000 environmentally-aware children and their chaperones are expected to attend the event, which is being held from July 26 to 29 at Aichi, Japan.

"Five children, each accompanied by a parent, have been invited to attend the conference, but it will cost BD20,000 to finance the trip (BD4,000 for one child and a parent)," said society president Khawla Al Muhannadi.

"There will be workshops, field trips and they will get the opportunity to speak with high decision-makers.

"It's a great opportunity, but we don't have funding for this. If we don't get it, we will try to send one child and one parent."

The summit aims to inspire children to think globally and act locally; provide them opportunities to collectively voice their concern for environment; give children of the world a chance to forge lifelong friendships; improve environment by sharing best practices and encouraging new initiatives; and increase children's understanding of environmental issues through sharing of experiences.

Participants will examine the current state of the environment on a local and global level. They will also go on field trips and explore Aichi's diverse natural environment.

The participants' final declaration will be presented to the world as the 'Aichi Declaration' on the summit's final day.

"We should be supported by the government and the private sector, and we are doing it for free, it's all voluntary, we just need support," said Ms Al Muhannadi.

"If you invest in educating children, you are investing in Bahrain.

"These are little environment leaders of the country. They come from different nationalities, villages, families and social status and they represent Bahrain.

"People speak about investment and tourism, but if the environment collapses, then nothing matters."

To make a donation, contact the society on 39618818.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Financial Times: EU scheme caps carbon output
By Fiona Harvey
18 July 2005

The European Union's emissions trading scheme started on January 1, placing a cap on the amount of carbon dioxide that companies within certain industry sectors are allowed to emit.
The mandatory scheme - the first of its kind in the world - is designed to bring down carbon dioxide emissions, which cause climate change, and so help EU member states to meet their obligations under the United Nations-brokered Kyoto protocol, which entered into force earlier this year.

Under the scheme, companies are issued with free permits for each tonne of carbon dioxide they may produce, which they can trade with one another. Companies producing less carbon dioxide than their allowance can sell their excess emission allowances on the market, where they are bought by companies that lag behind in lowering their emissions.

In this way, the European Commission hopes companies will be encouraged to cut their emissions of carbon dioxide at the lowest possible price. Companies can cut their emissions by improving their energy efficiency or installing low-carbon technology, such as renewable energy sources or biofuels derived from plants. In addition, in line with the provisions of the Kyoto treaty, companies may foster projects in developing countries that lower emissions there, to receive extra carbon allowances.

The sectors covered are electricity generation; oil refineries; iron and steel production; cement, clinker and lime production; glass manufacturing; brick and tile manufacturing; pulp and paper production. The first stage of the scheme lasts to the end of 2007. In subsequent stages, the amount of carbon companies are permitted to produce will be cut. More sectors are likely to be brought within the scheme, including aviation and chemicals, but this is not expected before 2012.

____________________________________________________________________________

International Herald Tribune: A glimpse of Earth in its precious fragility
by Roger Cohen

13 July 2005

MIRANDA, Brazil – Out in the largest wetland in the Western Hemisphere it is easy enough to get reacquainted with planet Earth.
 

The dawn offers the blank stare of an immense sky. Against it, parakeets and toucans and blue-winged macaws swoop. Huge aquatic birds, at home in the marshland of the great alluvial plain known as the Pantanal, propel their bulk into unlikely flight with a lazy beating of wings.

 

Unflinching crocodiles sprawl open-mouthed in beds of mud, displaying their immodest teeth. Anteaters, so ungainly they appear put together with parts left over from the Creation, bustle about. On riverbanks, capybaras, the world's largest rodents, snooze. 

 

Little has changed for centuries in the Pantanal, an area largely spared the depredations of the Amazon region. The rains come, the earth absorbs the water like a sponge, then releases it slowly to create a watery expanse that is an extraordinary haven for wildlife, including more than 600 species of birds.

 

Here, the dusk is sudden, the night silent, the panoply of stars immense and brilliant. It is possible, if fleetingly, to imagine the elements as they were first perceived by man. It is possible to sense the essential mystery of existence and understand man's perennial quest for faith. It is possible to grasp the infinitesimal fragility of Earth's place in the universe. It is possible, still, to breathe an air untainted and to hear the whispered passage of time.

 

And it is inevitable to pose the question: for how much longer?

 

The earth is changing. The delicate ecosystems behind the diversity of the planet and the existence of places like the Pantanal are under assault from global warming. On that much, at least, leaders of the industrialized world were able to agree at the Group of 8 meeting in Scotland last week.

 

"Climate change is a serious and long-term challenge that has the potential to affect every part of the globe," they said in a final statement.

 

They continued: "We know that increased need and use of fossil fuels, and other human activities, contribute in large part to increases in greenhouse gases associated with the warming of our earth's surface. While uncertainties remain in our understanding of climate science, we know enough now to act to put ourselves on a path to slow and, as the science justifies, stop and then reverse the growth of greenhouse gases."

 

Those were words only agreed upon after long negotiation; in their fudging and hedging, they are evidence of a painful process. Specific commitments were scant because the Bush administration remains skeptical of climate change.

 

Yet temperatures are rising (about 0.7 degrees Celsius, or roughly 1 degree Fahrenheit, since pre-industrial times, with an estimated further 0.6 degrees from greenhouse gases that have already built up), glaciers are retreating, sea levels rising, snow cover in the Northern Hemisphere declining, and the extent of Arctic sea ice diminishing.

Those were words only agreed upon after long negotiation; in their fudging and hedging, they are evidence of a painful process. Specific commitments were scant because the Bush administration remains skeptical of climate change.
 

Yet temperatures are rising (about 0.7 degrees Celsius, or roughly 1 degree Fahrenheit, since pre-industrial times, with an estimated further 0.6 degrees from greenhouse gases that have already built up), glaciers are retreating, sea levels rising, snow cover in the Northern Hemisphere declining, and the extent of Arctic sea ice diminishing.

 

As Tom Lovejoy, the president of the Heinz Center for Science, Economics and the Environment in Washington, put it, "We are changing the basic physics and chemistry of the planet we live on with nowhere to go if we do not like the way the experiment turns out."

 

President George W. Bush, with his background in the Texas oil industry, has been so reluctant to grasp the gravity of this challenge that even his formal acknowledgment of global warming in the G-8 statement represented progress.

 

His rejection of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which he says would have "wrecked" the U.S. economy, has probably done more damage to his international image than any other act apart from the decision to go to war in Iraq.

 

Kyoto, which every G-8 country apart from the United States has ratified, sets out reduction targets for carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions. Bush continues to argue that the accord was unworkable because "many developing nations weren't included," but the treaty was a starting point in addressing a problem on which the world has already lost too much time.

 

Terrorism is visible. It spreads mayhem in a flash. It feeds 24-hour television news cycles. It demands action now. The climatic changes that diminish the snow pack in the Sierra Nevada and could, over time, compromise California's water supply are far less visible and so less demanding of presidential attention. But this inattention in the White House could be costly.

 

"Bush is now saying the answers lie with new technologies that offer renewable energy, and he's right," said Israel Klabin, the president of the Brazilian Foundation for Sustainable Development. "The problem is those technologies lie a long way in the future, and the next 20 years are critical."

 

Brazil is frequently criticized for the destruction of the Amazon rain forest. Some 25,900 square kilometers, or 10,000 square miles, were cut down last year. But what gains less attention is the country's exemplary achievements in other sensitive environmental areas: the more than three million cars now running on pure ethanol; the recent development of so-called flex-fuel vehicles that can be run on gasoline or ethanol or a mixture, and represented 30 percent of car sales in 2004; the dominance of hydroelectric power for electricity; and the development of so-called bio-diesel fuel from sources like sunflower oil.

 

In all these areas, the United States could learn from the Brazilian example. But that will require a political will that Bush has not shown.

 

The global climate has remained unusually stable for the past 10,000 years, which happen to coincide with the extent of recorded history. But, said Lovejoy, "these were exceptional circumstances." 

 

The threat of temperature increases reaching 3 to 4 degrees Celsius, or 5 to 7 degrees Fahrenheit, this century is real. The consequences would be appalling.

 

I know such threats seem abstract. Others are more palpable. But here in the Pantanal, where jaguars roam and hawks swoop and the floodwaters leave pools that form strangely perfect circles, it is apparent that if the taming of nature has been a condition of human progress, the loss of nature would amount to a human catastrophe that would leave generations unborn bereft of the bearings essential to sanity.

 

E-mail: rcohen@iht.com
__________________________________________________________________________

Newsweek: The Greens Are Wilting 

18 July 2005
The ecoconscious party may be the foremost victim of Chancellor Gerhard Schröder's decline. Can it survive?
By Stefan Theil
July 18 issue - Twelve months ago Germany's Greens were at the peak of their power. With 13 percent support in polls—their highest ratings ever—they had become the party of choice for a broad, educated elite. Observers saw their handwriting all over the policies of the government they had formed with Chancellor Gerhard Schröder's Social Democrats in 1998: new mandates for renewable energy and recycling, an agreement to phase out nuclear power, a modern citizenship law that did away with ancient blood-based rules, even gay-partnership rights. Their leader, Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer, was easily the most popular politician in Germany.

Just a year later, the Greens are floundering. In May elections in North Rhine-Westphalia, voters kicked them out of the last of five state governments where they once shared power. Fischer is under investigation in a scandal involving human trafficking from Eastern Europe—critics say he approved a controversial 2000 directive abolishing background checks on foreign visitors, and refused to make changes despite having been informed of massive abuse. Support for both the party and its leader has taken a nose dive, and Schröder's decision to call early elections for Sept. 18 has caught them at the worst possible moment. A weakened Social Democratic Party (SPD) could conceivably join up with the conservatives in a "grand coalition." But virtually no one can envision a scenario in which the Greens—who have no other allies than the hemorrhaging SPD—stay in government.

The party may thus be the most direct victim of Schröder's political woes. The question is whether it's experiencing a temporary setback, or is in terminal decline. "The Zeitgeist has turned," says Thomas Petersen, an analyst at the Allensbach polling institute. With 12 percent unemployment—and seemingly endless economic stagnation—spreading anxiety deep into the middle class, the national debate has shifted from things like global warming to the hard issues of jobs, money and welfare. Last week Schröder's SPD unveiled an "election manifesto" that promises a new "rich-people tax" to help pay for its social programs. The conservatives will follow with their own platform this week, expected to focus on labor-market deregulation and the cutting of payroll taxes. Classic Green issues like the environment, pacifism and feminism now seem like indulgences to many. "Green worries are luxury worries," says Petersen. "When there are no jobs, the ozone hole no longer matters."

Ouch. As if overnight, the Greens have turned from the darlings of the German establishment to emblems of what ails the country. goodbye eco-freaks, the Financial Times Deutschland headlined last week, predicting the advent of a long conservative era. With their neglect of hard-hitting economic issues, the Greens have turned themselves into "the feel-good party of the urban academic milieu," sneered even Berlin's Tageszeitung, a historically leftist paper. Critics see Fischer's visa scandal as the embodiment of what's wrong with the Greens: do-good policies—in this case, opening Germany's borders in the name of "multiculturalism"—paired with an arrogant disregard for the cost to the country. A similarly high-minded policy to subsidize wind power has drawn protests from citizens angry about thousands of giant wind turbines that now sully once pristine landscapes. Even Schröder has lashed out at his erstwhile political allies, suggesting in a recent interview in the weekly Die Zeit that sharing power might have been a mistake.

To be fair, Schröder's own party, not the Greens, bears greater responsibility for the chancellor's demise. His left wing has rebelled against even modest economic reforms—hence the SPD's new soak-the-rich platform. In fact, on the issue of urgently needed economic reforms, the Greens have been more pro-market than Schröder, calling for an end to rust-belt industry subsidies and less red tape for entrepreneurs. Rightly or wrongly, the Greens even credit their environmental policies with creating jobs. "Look where the new jobs are in Germany," says Anna Luhrmann, a Green M.P. in Berlin, noting the 70,000 positions created in the renewable-energy sector. Wind- and solar-power companies have been among the fastest growing in the country, and a high-tech recycling industry has begun expanding abroad.

Yet a boom in wind and garbage may matter little in the face of a broad cultural shift. If Cologne University sociologist and Greens expert Markus Klein is right, Germany is in the grip of a "values rollback," away from the post-materialist values of the comfortable 1970s and '80s—including concern for the environment and minority rights—to a more conservative emphasis on achievement, responsibility, family, career and, to a small extent, even religion. Young Germans who grew up in the economically insecure 1990s, he says, worry about jobs and education, not the second-tier issues with which the Greens are identified. Already, says Klein, Green voters are concentrated in the 40-to-49 age bracket, while young voters are increasingly flocking to conservative and liberal-democratic parties. "The Greens are a one-generation project," says Klein. "Their core voters will just die out."

That probably underestimates the Greens' resilience, and the persistence of the issues they address. As last week's G8 meeting in Scotland showed, "soft" issues such as climate change and developing-world aid are hardly ephemeral. "If even George W. Bush talks about the need to replace fossil fuels with renewable energy, then I'm not going to worry about the future of the Greens," says Luhrmann. And as intransigent as their reputation might be, the Greens have shown a remarkable capacity for change. Once in office, peacenik Fischer passionately supported sending German troops to Kosovo and Afghanistan. And the once anarchist Greens have had no qualms about abolishing an array of privacy rights—like confidentiality in banking—only loosely connected with the fight against terror. An "ecolibertarian" wing of the Greens even wants to ally with Angela Merkel and her Christian Democrats.

Such hard-nosed realism is not likely to save the party come September: the latest polls show the Greens garnering only 7 percent of the vote. But four years in opposition may give them enough time to figure out how to adapt to Germany's new reality. 

____________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update 18 July 2005

UN or UNEP in the news


Conference on the environment 
Bangkok Post, 18 July 2005 - The United Nations Environment Programme is holding the second "Asia-Pacific Leadership Programme on Environment for Sustainable Development" at Tongji University in Shanghai, China, from September 4 to 10.
This week-long leadership programme is aimed at mid- to senior-level officials from the public and private sectors, civil servants, media professionals and anyone interested in the Asia-Pacific region.
Limited financial support is available for participants from developing countries in the Asia-Pacific region.
The deadline for applications is August 7. Visit www.rrcap.unep.org/tongji for more information.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/en/Outlook/18Jul2005_out21.php 

Priority given to protecting nine mangrove forests
Viet Nam News Agency, Vietnam, Ha Noi, July 15 (VNA) - Priority will be given to preserving nine mangrove forests in Viet Nam between now and the end of this year under a programme jointly conducted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, the Global Environment Facility, and the United Nations Environment Programme.

The beneficiaries are the Con Dao, Dat Mui, Thanh Phu, 184, and Can Gio forests in the southern region, the Ninh Hoa forest in the central region and the Van Uc, Tien Yen and Hong River Mouth forests in the northern region, which cover a total of 90,000 ha.

 Activities to preserve the bio-diversity, restoration and rational use of natural resources, and research into mangrove environments will be conducted at these forests. 

 The activities are aimed at improving the effectiveness of mangrove forest management and protection by communities and authorities at all levels, which will be used as a foundation for mapping out a national strategy on mangrove forest preservation in the 2006-2010 period.

 The preservation of these mangrove forests will help limit the degradation of soil, the pollution of water sources, and the exhaustion of aquatic resources in these areas.- Enditem
http://www.vnagency.com.vn/NewsA.asp?LANGUAGE_ID=2&CATEGORY_ID=32&NEWS_ID=159130 


VIEW: Environmental economics: Fort Munroe vs New Murree —
Daily Times - Lahore,Pakistan, 17 July 2005 - Aisha Khan-Everybody agrees that the need to decrease the load on present Murree and create alternative space. But Patriata falls within the same ecological belt
High latitude and mountain environments are very complex due to the interaction of tectonic, geomorphic, ecological and climate agents. They are known for their sensitivity to climate change. They also constitute a major topographic part of planetary climate control and serve as catchments of snow and ice as well as watersheds for the surrounding dry lowlands.
Climate change could bring hydrological chaos, even with an average temperature rise of only a few degrees Celsius over the coming century. This is expected to bring more rain, less snow and more and earlier melting. This may halve snow pack volumes and increase flood and landslide hazards.
…The Millennium Eco-system Assessment, the work of 1300 scientists and experts from 95 countries in which the UNEP played a pivotal role, provides some of the first firm figures on the environment’s economic value. Damage to natural capital not only undermines our life support systems but also erodes the economic basis for future generations. 
The goods and services provided by nature are worth millions. Restoring damaged ecosystems is both costly and time-consuming. The burning of 10 million hectares of forests in Indonesia in the late 1990s cost an estimated $9 billion as a result of factors such as increased health care and tourism losses.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_16-7-2005_pg3_7 

General Environment News

Mild quake shakes up flood belt
The Telegraph, India, Guwahati, July 17: Already reeling under the impact of the first wave of floods this monsoon, panicky residents of central Assam today thought they were in for worse when an earthquake of moderate intensity hit parts of the region. The Shillong Seismological Observatory measured the quake at 4.9 on the Richter scale, but its pyschological impact on residents of the central Assam districts and the administration was much more. The earthquake hit Assam and Arunachal Pradesh at 11.42 am with its epicentre on the inter-state border. No loss of life was reported from anywhere in the two states.
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1050718/asp/northeast/story_5002251.asp 

_____________________________________________________________________________

ROA Media Update 18 July 2005

General Environment News

Kenya to install tsunami early warning systems
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya plans to install at least two tsunami early warning systems at a cost of one million US dollars, an official of the meteorological department announced here Friday. Dr. Joseph Mukabana, director of metrology, told journalists France and the World Meteorological Organization would assist in installing the systems in the not too distant future. "In an ideal situation, it is required that eight of the warning systems be in place, but as a first step, the two will suffice," Mukabana said. He also disclosed that millions of shillings had been injected into installation of a weather surveillance radar system at the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport in Nairobi, and Msabaha and Malindi along the Indian Ocean coastline. The official added that radars would be installed in Lodwar and Wajir (Northern Kenya) and at the Eldoret Airport in Western Kenya, adding that the facilities have the capacity to detect movement of objects within a radius of 240 kilometers. Fielding questions from the press after addressing lecturers and postgraduate students on disaster management at Western University College of Science and Technology, Mukabana said a global communication system was already in place, and that strengthening the observation system was now needed. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng087733&dte=15/07/2005
Algeria records 300 bushfires within 2 months
Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - About 300 bushfires have destroyed some 1,600 hectares of forests in Algeria from 1 June, including 29 at the weekend alone, the Forestry Directorate revealed in Algiers Sunday. It said about 80 percent of the fires were man-induced, adding that the disaster had been exacerbated by the heat wave in the country. Bushfires consume hundreds of hectares of forests during summer Algeria. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng087859&dte=17/07/2005
NAFDAC Boss Tasks Environmental Agencies                                                                       Daily Champion (Lagos): DIRECTOR-General of National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC) Dr. Dora Akunyili has challenged Environmental Protection Agencies nationwide to take their job seriously and clean up the streets rather than insist on government to ban or restrict the production of sachet water. Professor Akunyili gave the challenge during the flag-off of the Agency's grassroots consumer’s sanitization campaign in Calabar, Cross River State. According to her, the existence of used sachet water nylons and other waste materials on various streets in the country explains the ineptitude and lack of performance of most environmental protection agencies rather than the nuisance value of packaged water. She described as "uncharitable and wicked" the attempt by some state governments to ban the sale of sachet water because it is the most popular poverty alleviation trade providing source of livelihood for millions of poor Nigerians. http://allafrica.com/stories/200507160061.html
__________________________________________________________________________
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UN MIDDLE EAST ENVOY CONDEMNS LATEST VIOLENCE IN WEST BANK AND GAZA

Urging all sides to concentrate on restoring the quiet that has prevailed

in recent months, the top United Nations Middle East envoy condemned both

today's targeted killings of Palestinian militants in Gaza, and yesterday's

rocket attack on the southern Israeli town of Nativ Ha'asara that killed

one Israeli woman and wounded several others.

"Without prejudice to Israel's right to legitimate and proportional

self-defence, UNSCO [the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle

East Peace Process], reiterates the United Nations' consistent and vocal

opposition to extra-judicial killings," said one of two statements released

today by envoy Alvaro de Soto's office in Jerusalem.

"The restraint that Israel has observed, by and large, in the last few

months, has been noted. It is to be hoped that, at a time when the

Palestinian Authority (PA) is clearly moving to enforce law and order,

Israel, and all other parties, will refrain from activities that might

contribute to a further escalation of the situation," the statement added.

In an earlier statement condemning yesterday's Qassam rocket attack, Mr. de

Soto said that the incident illustrated once again the imperative and

urgency of ensuring security and ending violence and added: "It is

understandable that Israel should have felt it necessary to react

strongly."

It also said that Mr. de Soto has been following the developments in Gaza

over the past 24 hours very closely and notes that Palestinian Authority

(PA) President Mahmoud Abbas is currently in the region.

"[Mr. de Soto] hopes that his presence there will lead to energetic action

and the early restoration of calm," the statement said.

* * *

ANNAN UNDERGOES SUCCESSFUL OPERATION TO REPAIR SHOULDER INJURY

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan was successfully operated on

today to repair a sporting injury to his left shoulder, his spokesperson

said.

The injury occurred during an accident this past winter while Mr. Annan was

cross-country skiing.

The operation, on a rotator cuff, took place in a New York area hospital

and Mr. Annan later returned to his residence, spokesperson Marie Okabe

said.

* * *

VOTER REGISTRATION PASSES 2 MILLION MARK IN DR OF CONGO’S CAPITAL

Voters in the capital of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Kinshasa,

have been registering at the rate of 130,000 a day and the total is now

more than 2 million, the United Nations Organization Mission in the DRC

(MONUC) said today.

The total electorate in DRC is estimated at 28 million, MONUC said.

Meanwhile, the peacekeeping military continued “Operation Falcon Sweep” in

the Kivus in the eastern DRC with the aim of widening the area controlled

by the UN force and to flush out armed fighters.

* * *

GLOBAL COMPACT MEMBERS DISCLOSE ACTIONS SUPPORTING GOOD CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP

The United Nations today announced the results of the first phase of a

policy requiring participant companies to disclose their progress in

implementing the main principles of Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Global

Compact initiative, which seeks to advance good corporate citizenship and

responsible globalization.

“This is an important milestone in the evolution of the Global Compact and

voluntary initiatives generally,” said Georg Kell, Executive Head of the

Global Compact. “We now have in place a tool that will promote transparency

and make companies more accountable to their stakeholders with respect to

their commitment.”

The policy went into effect on 30 June 2005 for the 977 participants that

have been in the Global Compact for at least two years. The Compact today

includes nearly 2,200 companies from more than 80 countries with a combined

market capitalization of more than $4.5 trillion.

It asks companies to embrace, support and enact, within their sphere of

influence, a set of core values in the areas of human rights, labour

standards, the environment, and anti-corruption. Since he first envisioned

the initiative in 1999, Mr. Annan has encouraged participating companies to

make clear statements of support and submit an annual report that includes

concrete examples of "good practices" for other firms to emulate.

The so-called Communication on Progress policy requires that participants –

to avoid being identified as “inactive” on the Compact’s website – develop

an annual disclosure to their stakeholders on implementation actions within

two years of joining the Global Compact initiative.

Among the key results, 98 per cent of the 73 “Financial Times Global 500”

companies issued progress reports for their stakeholders, via annual

“sustainability” or financial reports, or other key communications. Also,

38 per cent overall – or 367 companies – developed Communications for their

stakeholders.

Mr. Kell said that the initial results are “encouraging as they represent

the beginning of a long-range process.” He emphasized that many companies

around the world are actively implementing the Compact principles but may

have not yet developed Communications on Progress.

In a separate announcement yesterday, GlobeScan, an international opinion

research company, released the results of a survey showing that three in

four people around the world – and majorities in each of the 18 countries

surveyed – say that their respect for a company would go up if it partnered

with the UN to address social problems.

* * *

SECRETARY-GENERAL TO APPOINT HIGH REPRESENTATIVE FOR ELECTIONS IN CôTE D'IVOIRE

The new United Nations High Representative for the Elections in war-scarred

and ethnically divided Côte d'Ivoire will be former Portuguese Foreign

Minister António Monteiro, a UN spokeswoman said today.

The Security Council last month requested Secretary-General General Kofi

Annan to designate an autonomous High Representative for the Côte d'Ivoire

elections to assist with the work of the West African country's Independent

Electoral Commission and the Constitutional Council, after consultations

with the African Union (AU) and AU mediator President Thabo Mbeki of South

Africa.

Mr. Monteiro's appointment falls under the requirements of the Pretoria

Agreement, the most recent accord in the peace process aimed at ending

civil conflict in the world's top cocoa producer.

As Portuguese Permanent Representative at the UN, he served as president of

the Security Council in April 1997 and June 1998 and was ambassador to

France from 2001 to 2004. He was Foreign Minister from July to December

last year.

UN peacekeepers and French Licorne forces are stationed along the Zone of

Confidence separating the country into the Government-ruled south and the

rebel-controlled north.

Meanwhile, the UN Operations in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) said it had chaired a

reconciliation meeting of two ethnic groups in the Zone, a region known for

ethnic confrontation and clashes.

UNOCI said it planned to rebuild the houses that were destroyed, repair the

village school and bring the two communities together in peace.

* * *

UN RIGHTS EXPERTS EXPRESS CONCERN FOR FAILING HEALTH OF JAILED IRANIAN JOURNALIST

Five United Nations human rights experts today urged Iranian authorities to

guarantee that imprisoned Iraqi journalist Akbar Ganji be given a fair

hearing and receive appropriate medical treatment for his severe asthma.

In a joint statement issued by the Geneva-based Office for the UN High

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the experts expressed their

"profound concern" at the alleged continued refusal by the authorities at

Iran's Evin Prison to provide Mr. Ganji with appropriate medical attention.

The experts say that the prison's medical centre is reportedly not equipped

to treat his severe respiratory ailment.

The drafters of the statement were Commission Special Rapporteurs Paul

Hunt, dealing with the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest

attainable standard of physical and mental health; Ambeyi Ligabo, dealing

with the right to freedom of opinion and expression; and Manfred Nowak,

dealing with torture, as well as Hina Jilani, Secretary-General Kofi

Annan's Special Representative on human rights defenders, and Leila

Zerrougui, Chairperson and Rapporteur of the UN Working Group on Arbitrary

Detention.

Mr. Ganji was sentenced to six years jail in 2000 after returning from a

human rights conference in Berlin where he reportedly expressed views

critical of Iranian authorities and the country's Supreme Leader, the

statement said. He was charged with "harming national security" and

"spreading propaganda against the regime."

In May, Mr. Ganji was temporarily released from prison for medical care,

ending a 43-day hunger strike. When he was re-arrested and returned to jail

in early June, he was immediately placed in solitary confinement. Mr. Ganji

resumed his hunger strike. Since then, his health has been failing and he

has lost more than 20 kilos, according to the statement.

The statement pronounces Mr. Ganji's imprisonment in violation of

international human rights norms and standards concerning the right to

freedom of opinion and expression and relevant international covenants

safeguarding recognized, civil liberties and fundamental freedoms.

The experts appealed to the Iranian authorities to take all necessary

measures to provide Mr. Ganji with adequate conditions of detention,

including necessary medical attention required by his condition. The also

appealed to the Government to guarantee his right not to be arbitrarily

deprived of liberty and to fair proceedings before an independent and

impartial tribunal.

* * *

ANNAN APPOINTS DEPUTY CHIEF OF MISSION IN COTE D'IVOIRE THE NEW MISSION CHIEF IN LIBERIA

Secretary-General Kofi Annan has notified the Security Council of his

intention to appoint the principal deputy chief of the United Nations

peacekeeping mission in Côte d'Ivoire as the new chief of the mission in

Liberia, a UN spokeswoman said today.

Alan Doss, a citizen of the United Kingdom, would replace retired United

States Air Force Major-General Jacques Paul Klein as the Special

Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) and head of the UN Mission

in Liberia (UNMIL). Mr. Klein's contract expired in April.

Mr. Doss has had a long and distinguished career with the UN, having served

as Principal Deputy SRSG in Côte d'Ivoire since June of last year. Before

that, he was Deputy SRSG in Sierra Leone, while concurrently holding the

positions there of UN Resident Coordinator, UN Humanitarian Coordinator and

UN Development Programme (UNDP) Resident Representative.

His previous assignments in the UN included posts at headquarters in New

York, at the UN complex in Geneva, Switzerland, as well as in Thailand,

China, Kenya, Niger, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Benin.

* * *

HUMAN RIGHTS CHIEF SUPPORTS ARREST OF LIBERIAN EX-PRESIDENT CHARLES TAYLOR

Saying it is time for justice to follow its course, United Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour today told employees of the

UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone that she supported the arrest of

former Liberian President Charles Taylor, now living in exile in Nigeria,

and his transfer to the Court.

Ms. Arbour, who is visiting Sierra Leone for four days as part of her

fact-finding tour of West Africa, pledged to support the Special Court's

efforts to secure Mr. Taylor's arrest and transfer on charges of war crimes

in connection with more than a decade of civil war in Sierra Leone.

The Special Court has indicted 11 people on charges of war crimes, crimes

against humanity and other serious violations of international humanitarian

law and is currently holding nine of them. Mr. Taylor and former Sierra

Leonean military leader Johnny Paul Koroma are not in the court's custody.

With amputees and other war victims being of major concern for Ms. Arbour,

she visited the Grafton Amputees and War Wounded Camp in eastern Freetown

and listened as the Amputation Association chairman Alhaji Jusu Jaka called

for the special funds for war victims, medical facilities and a microcredit

programme, as well as the credible reparations programme specified in the

Lomé Peace Agreement.

Earlier in the day she criticized female genital cutting and other abuses

of women’s and children’s rights and appealed for these violations to be

made criminal. She also condemned the corruption in the country, especially

in administering justice.

In a meeting yesterday with nearly 100 representatives of local human

rights non-governmental organizations (NGOs) at the Freetown headquarters

of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), Ms. Arbour urged President

Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria to hand over Mr. Taylor to the Transitional

Justice System in Sierra Leone.

The price of peace could not be the total elimination of justice, she

added.

The NGOs told her their human rights work was being impeded by lack of

political will, political interference in the administration of justice,

and the abuse and violation of the economic, social, political, civil and

cultural rights of people by the authorities and by some international

mining companies.

Ms. Arbour, accompanied by UNAMSIL chief Daudi Mwakawago, also met

President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah yesterday and congratulated him on the

country's speedy recovery after almost 11 years of a very destructive civil

war.

She said that while ex-combatants had to be resettled and rehabilitated,

urgent attention had to be paid to the war victims, especially the amputees

who have been permanently incapacitated and are unable to earn a living.

Mr. Kabbah thanked UNAMSIL's Human Rights Section for re-awakening a

profound human rights awareness in the country and for helping to draft the

Government's White Paper, which he said would soon be issued, giving

official plans for implementing recommendations of the October 2004 report

of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

* * *

UN WEATHER AGENCY OUTLINES AMBITIOUS PROGRAMME IN NATURAL DISASTER MITIGATION

From enlisting the help of nuclear test ban experts to cooperating in newly

launched disaster warning initiatives, the United Nations weather agency is

embarking on an ambitious programme to upgrade its services with a

particular focus on helping the world's least developed countries.

At its annual session which ended earlier this month, the Executive Council

of the UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO) agreed on institutional

and substantive actions aimed at increasing its "responsiveness to societal

needs" through enhanced applications of forecasts and science in the areas

of weather, climate and water.

The Council called on the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) to make its environmental observations available to

support early warnings of selected natural disasters, such as volcanic

eruptions, earthquakes and tsunamis.

It also called for WMO's close cooperation with other international

organizations in the implementation of international strategies and Plans

of Action, such as the Hyogo Declaration for natural disaster reduction.

The "Hyogo Framework for Action: 2005-2015," adopted at the World

Conference on Disaster Reduction in Kobe, Japan, in January, calls for

putting disaster risk at the centre of national policies, strengthening the

capacity of disaster-prone countries to address risk, and investing heavily

in disaster preparedness.

The Council said WMO is firmly committed to participate in key

international endeavours, including the global survey of early warning

systems requested by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, in his report on UN

reform – "In Larger Freedom: towards development, security and human rights

for all."

It stressed WMO's contributions to a tsunami early warning system in the

Indian Ocean being developed jointly with the Intergovernmental

Oceanographic Commission of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization (UNESCO/IOC), the UN Secretariat of the International Strategy

for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) and other international and regional

agencies. Scientists believe such a system would have saved tens of

thousands of lives in last December's Indian Ocean tsunami.

Actions agreed at the session should help developing countries, in

particular the least developed among them (LDCs), to enhance meteorology

and hydrology, notably through capacity-building. For instance, the WMO

Demonstration Project on Severe Weather Forecasting will be strengthened to

ensure that developing countries will benefit as soon as possible in

building capacity in early warning from the use of improved and specialized

forecast products. It called upon its 187 Member States to provide the

means to enable LDCs to provide a minimum set of products.

* * *

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ENDORSES SMALL ISLAND STATES’ CALL FOR HELP WITH CLIMATE CHANGE

The United Nations General Assembly has endorsed a declaration made by

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) requesting expanded trade

opportunities, assistance in coping with sea-level rise and other adverse

consequences of climate change, and renewable energy and cleaner fossil

fuel technologies.

Adopting without a vote a resolution introduced by Jamaica yesterday on

behalf of the 132-member “Group of 77” developing countries and China, the

Assembly called for timely actions to implement the Mauritius Declaration

and Strategy for implementation adopted at the SIDS international meeting

from 10 to 14 January.

The Strategy would require a substantial increase in financial resources to

be used effectively, access to and transfer of environmentally sound

technologies, early warning weather systems, capacity-building and quick

and practical actions to respond to the unique economic, social and

environmental challenges facing the 51 SIDS, the representative of

Mauritius said.

The SIDS are small island and low-lying coastal countries that share

similar sustainable development challenges, including small populations,

lack of resources, remoteness from other land masses, susceptibility to

natural disasters, excessive dependence on international trade and

vulnerability to global developments. In addition, they lack economies of

scale and pay high costs for transportation, communication, public

administration and infrastructure.

* * *

METEORITE DOME, FOSSIL VALLEY, FJORDS JOIN UN WORLD HERITAGE LIST OF

NATURAL SITES

A two-billion-year-old meteorite dome in South Africa, a fossil-rich valley

in Egypt and in Norway two of the planet’s longest and deepest fjords are

among seven natural sites newly inscribed on the United Nations World

Heritage List.

With today’s additions the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage List now numbers 160 natural sites and

24 mixed natural and cultural sites of outstanding universal value.

UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee reached the decisions yesterday at a

weeklong meeting in Durban, South Africa.

The new sites are:

Vredefort Dome in South Africa, part of a larger meteorite impact

structure, or astrobleme, dating back 2.023 million years, the oldest

astrobleme found on earth and site of the world’s greatest known single

energy release, which caused devastating global change, including,

according to some scientists, major evolutionary changes.

Wadi Al-Hitan, Whale Valley, in the Western Desert of Egypt, containing

invaluable fossil remains of the earliest, now extinct, suborder of whales,

representing one of the major stories of evolution: the emergence of the

whale as an ocean-going mammal from a previous life as a land-based animal.

Shiretoko Peninsula in Hokkaido island, Japan, an outstanding example of

the interaction of marine and terrestrial ecosystems as well as

extraordinary ecosystem productivity largely influenced by the formation of

seasonal sea ice at the lowest latitude in the northern hemisphere.

The West Norwegian Fjords of Geirangerfjord and Nærøyfjord, among the

world’s longest and deepest, and among the most scenically outstanding

anywhere, with narrow steep-sided crystalline rock walls rising up to 1,400

metres and extending 500 metres below sea level with numerous waterfalls.

Islands and Protected Areas of the Gulf of California in north-western

Mexico, called a natural laboratory for the investigation of speciation,

with almost all major oceanographic processes occurring in the planet’s

oceans present, a site of striking beauty that is home to 695 vascular

plant species, 891 fish species, 90 of them endemic, 39 per cent of the

world’s total species of marine mammals and a third of its marine cetacean

species.

The Dong Phayayen-Khao Yai Forest Complex in Thailand on the Cambodian

border, a rugged mountainous area that is home to more than 800 species of

fauna, including 112 mammal species, 392 species of birds and 200 reptiles

and amphibians.

Coiba National Park, which is off the south-west coast of Panama, whose

Pacific tropical moist forest maintains exceptionally high levels of

endemic mammals, birds and plants due to the ongoing evolution of new

species.

The 29th session of the 21-member Committee continues until Sunday with the

inscription of new cultural sites on the World Heritage List.

* * *

CHAD: MOVING 10,000 REFUGEES THREATENED BY FLOODS COULD TAKE THREE WEEKS – UN

Racing against the fast approaching rains in Chad, slowed by the lack of

roads and facing the threat of bandits, the United Nations refugee agency

said today it expects to complete within three weeks the relocation of

10,000 needy refugees from the Central African Republic (CAR) who are

threatened with being cut off from all aid.

Since the operation started on Wednesday, the UN High Commissioner for

Refugees (UNHCR) and its partners have so far moved some 325 refugees,

mostly women and children, from makeshift settlements in remote areas of

southern Chad, where they have been living since fleeing unrest last month,

to an existing camp at Amboko where humanitarian assistance can be more

easily provided.

“On Wednesday morning, three trucks carrying the first 97 refugees made

their way through rain-flooded areas around Betel village, where 3,000

refugees are staying, to Amboko camp,” UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond told a

news briefing in Geneva.

“The convoy arrived in Amboko after a five-hour drive. The distance is less

than 75 kilometres, so you can imagine the conditions. It was escorted by

Chadian gendarmes as there are frequent bandit attacks in the area.

Yesterday morning, amid a heavy downpour, we managed to transfer an

additional 229 refugees in eight trucks.”

The International Federation of the Red Cross and the Chadian Red Cross are

also providing trucks to help in the operation. The refugees arrived in

Chad last month after fleeing unrest in northern CAR.

Amboko already hosts 13,000 CAR refugees who fled after a military coup in

2003, but it can accommodate up to 27,000 people. At the camp, the new

arrivals are provided with UN World Food Programme (WFP) food rations,

including beans, sorghum, oil and sugar, as well as with UNHCR relief items

such as mats, jerry cans and kitchen utensils.

The relocation operation is expected to be completed within a maximum of

three weeks, Mr. Redmond said.

Chad is also hosting more than 200,000 Sudanese refugees from the war-torn

Darfur region of Sudan who are currently housed in 12 camps in the eastern

part of the country.

* * *

IN DJIBOUTI, UN REFUGEE AGENCY ‘INCREASINGLY CONCERNED’ ABOUT ETHIOPIAN DEFECTORS

The United Nations refugee agency today voiced increasing concern that

three Ethiopian airmen who reportedly defected to Djibouti in a helicopter

last month may have been forcibly returned to Ethiopia despite repeated

agency requests for access to them to determine whether they wanted to seek

asylum.

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Assistant High Commissioner Kamel

Morjane has written to the Government of Djibouti expressing “deep

preoccupation” over their fate, agency spokesman Ron Redmond told a news

briefing in Geneva.

“We are increasingly concerned that the men may have been forcibly returned

to Ethiopia,” he said, noting contradictory information on their fate, with

some officials saying they were returned to Ethiopia and others saying at

least two of them remain in Djibouti.

Mr. Redmond stressed that the 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees,

which Djibouti has signed, clearly prohibits expulsion or return of a

refugee to a country where his or her life or freedom may be threatened on

account of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular group or

political opinion.

The principle of non-refoulement (non-return) applies by definition to any

person requesting asylum, pending full examination of his or her refugee

claim, he added.

* * *

UN MISSION TO HAITI CONDEMNS MURDER OF JOURNALIST AS ATTACK ON SOCIETY

The United Nations mission in Haiti has condemned the “brutal and vile”

murder of a journalist in Port-au-Prince, the capital, as a crime against

society at large and pledged its full support for efforts to track down the

assassins.

“Assassination and kidnapping are always cowardly and abominable crimes,”

UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) said of the murder of Jacques

Roche, who worked for the newspaper Le Matin and Radio IBO.

“The murder of a journalist is also an attack on freedom of expression and

a crime against the whole of society,” it added in a statement. “MINUSTAH

will not tolerate any attack against freedom the press, an essential

element in any democratic society.”

The UN peacekeeping mission has been stationed in the impoverished

Caribbean nation for more than a year since unrest forced President

Jean-Bertrand Aristide to leave the country.

More than 300 UN peacekeepers yesterday raided the Bel Air quarter of

Port-au-Prince to establish a permanent 40-man control post in an abandoned

building that was regularly occupied by gangs. No hostile action occurred

during the operation which MINUSTAH said was “on the contrary, welcomed by

residents.”

It was the latest of a series of anti-gang raids in the Haitian capital in

which several gang members have been killed or wounded.

* * *

WFP APPEALS FOR $3 MILLION TO FEED REFUGEES FROM TOGO’S VIOLENCE

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today appealed for $3 million

to ensure that 66,500 Togolese forced from their homes or otherwise

affected after President Gnassingbe Eyadema’s death and the subsequent

disputed elections do not go hungry in the months ahead.

“The victims of Togo's turmoil are some of the least acknowledged in the

world,” WFP Regional Director for West Africa Mustapha Darboe said. “Thus

far we have been able to provide for their most immediate needs, but we now

need to ensure we have the resources to continue to do so in the months

ahead.

At least 100 people are known to have died in clashes around the April

elections and many refugees remain too frightened to return home, WFP

noted.

So far, the agency has managed to borrow from its other operations, but

with food stocks now running low and no sign of the refugees returning

home, aid is required to feed 21,000 Togolese in Benin and 17,000 in Ghana,

as well as 10,000 seeking sanctuary within Togo itself. The remaining

18,500 are members of local communities which are hosting the displaced

from Togo and therefore have less food for themselves.

Nearly 9,000 of those who have left their homes are housed in two refugee

camps run by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Benin. The

rest have been taken in by local communities in the three countries.

To avoid long-term dependency on food aid, WFP intends to phase out free

food distribution outside the refugee camps after two months and to replace

it with assistance targeting the most vulnerable. There will also be

projects in which people receive food in return for work on schemes

designed to preserve or create roads, schools and health centres and free

school meals to encourage children to continue their education.

“WFP is mounting a regional response to a regional problem," Mr. Darboe

said. “We obviously hope that Togo will quickly find a political solution

that is acceptable to all so that people can return to their homes in

safety and with their minds at peace.”

For more details go to UN News Centre
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Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Deputy Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.
**Update on Secretary-General’s Shoulder Operation
The Secretary-General is undergoing an operation today to repair a shoulder injury.  He has said that he hopes to be able to go home later in the day.

**Middle East
The Office of the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process (UNSCO), Alvaro de Soto, condemns today’s targeted killings of Palestinian militants in the West Bank and Gaza.  Without prejudice to Israel’s right to legitimate and proportional self-defence, UNSCO reiterates the United Nations’ consistent and vocal opposition to extrajudicial killings.

The restraint that Israel has observed, by and large, in the last few months, has been noted.  It is hoped that, at a time when the Palestinian Authority is clearly moving to enforce law and order, Israel, and all other parties, will refrain from activities that might contribute to a further escalation of the situation.

Earlier today, Alvaro de Soto also condemned yesterday’s Qassam rocket fire, which killed an Israeli woman and left others wounded.  The incident illustrated once again the imperative and urgency of ensuring security and ending violence.

**Secretary-General Appointments
I have two appointments to announce, the first is:  the Secretary-General has decided to appoint António Monteiro of Portugal as the High Representative for the Elections in Côte d’Ivoire.  Mr. Monteiro is a former Portuguese Foreign Minister and he has served as Portugal’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations.  We have a full bio note on Mr. Monteiro upstairs. 

For the second appointment, the Secretary-General has informed the Security Council of his intention to appoint Mr. Alan Doss of the United Kingdom as his Special Representative for Liberia to replace Mr. Jacques Klein.  The Council is expected to respond within the next couple of days. 

Mr. Doss has had a long and distinguished career with the United Nations.  He is currently serving as Principal Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Côte d’Ivoire.  We have copies of Mr. Doss’ bio upstairs, as well.

**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled today.

Yesterday afternoon, following its consultations on Somalia, the Council adopted a presidential statement, expressing its concern at recent disagreements and increased tensions among Somali leaders.  The Council said it stands ready to consider in due course a request by the African Union’s Peace and Security Council for an authorization of an exemption on the arms embargo imposed against Somalia.

Afterward, Council President Adamantios Vassilakis of Greece read out a statement to the press, welcoming the inauguration of the presidency of the new Government of National Unity in Sudan on 9 July.  We have both of those documents upstairs. 

**UNAIDS
Turning to Monday in the Security Council, Peter Piot, Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), will brief the Security Council and release a report on progress made in implementing a Security Council resolution on the subject.  That resolution, which was adopted five years ago, called on the UN and MemberStates to develop effective AIDS education, prevention, testing and treatment strategies for peacekeepers.

With the resolution’s adoption, the Council recognized that AIDS could threaten stability and security, and UNAIDS began working closely with the United Nations’ peacekeeping department to integrate HIV care and prevention into all peacekeeping missions.  UNAIDS has also signed partnership agreements with defence ministries in more than 80 countries to address AIDS among their uniformed services.

Following Monday’s Security Council meeting, Mr. Piot will go to the stakeout to take your questions.  And we have a media advisory upstairs with more information.

**Haiti
The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti has issued a communiqué condemning as “brutal and vile” the murder of Haitian journalist Jacques Roche, whose body was found Thursday.  The Mission said the attack was also an assault on the freedom of expression and a crime against the entire Haitian society. The full text is upstairs in French. 

**MONUC Update
Turning to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, at a rate of 130,000 a day, the voter registration process in the capital city of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kinshasa, has this week passed the 2 million mark.  We do hope to have a briefing in due course by our Peacekeeping Department on the electoral assistance process, which will be the largest ever UN-assisted mission.  DRC has an electorate of an estimated 28 million.  

Meanwhile, also in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, our peacekeepers conducted yesterday further operations in the Kivus, that’s in the east, the purpose being to widen the zone of influence of the UN force there, to flush out armed groups from the area, and to enhance the confidence of the local population in the peacekeepers.

**Iran
On Iran, five senior experts who report on human rights today expressed their profound concern at the alleged continued refusal by Iranian authorities to provide the imprisoned journalist Akbar Ganji with appropriate medical attention for his severe asthma.

The medical centre at Evin prison is reportedly not equipped to treat his asthma, they say in a joint statement, and Ganji’s health has deteriorated.  The human rights experts urge the Iranian authorities to take all necessary measures to provide Ganji with adequate conditions of detention, including the necessary medical attention as required by his condition.  There is a press release with more details upstairs. 

**WFP – Togo
Turning now to Togo, the World Food Programme (WFP) today appealed for   $3 million to feed 66,500 people who were displaced by the recent political turmoil in that country.  So far, WFP has managed to borrow enough funds from its other operations.  But now food stocks are running low, and there is no sign of the refugees returning home, it says.

The food aid would go to Togolese refugees in Benin and Ghana, internally displaced people within Togo itself, and local communities that are hosting those displaced.  We have a press release on that upstairs, as well.

**Small Arms
Here at UN Headquarters, today is the last day of a week-long meeting on the UN Programme of Action to stop the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons.  Nearly 80 States participated in the meeting, which was chaired by Ambassador Pasi Patokallio of Finland, and submitted detailed reports on progress made in the implementation of the Programme of Action.

In addition, a working group presented the meeting with a politically binding international instrument to enable States to identify and trace illegal small arms and light weapons.  That instrument will now go before the General Assembly during its upcoming session.

**General Assembly
We have several announcements from the General Assembly flagging some events of the next few days. 

The General Assembly is scheduled to hold a plenary meeting on Monday at  3 p.m. to discuss the draft proposal submitted by the African Union on Security Council Reform.  General Assembly President Jean Ping is scheduled to meet with the G4 foreign ministers on Sunday morning at 11 o’clock in his office.  This will be a closed meeting, but photo opportunities will be allowed at the beginning of that meeting. 

Then, Mr. Ping will travel to Gabon during part of next week.  He will be away starting on Tuesday and will be back on Friday, 22 July, the day he plans to submit to the General Assembly a revised draft outcome document for the September Summit. 

Finally, on the Capital Master Plan, the Fifth Committee held informal closed consultations this morning, I understand, from 10 to 11 a.m. So that just finished up a short while ago, and if you have any more questions we do have someone from the General Assembly’s Spokesman’s Office here. 

**UNESCO
And just in time for your summer holiday plans, the UN Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization, UNESCO, has placed seven new sites on its World Heritage List.  The sites range from cool fjords in west Norway to 244 tropical islands in Mexico.  Other sites on the new list are in South Africa, Egypt, Japan, Thailand and Panama. 

UNESCO also extended two sites already on the list:  India’s Valley of the FlowersNational Park and uninhabited islands off the coast of Scotland. 

**The Week Ahead
We have the week ahead at the United Nations for your planning purposes.

On Monday, 18 July at 11:15 a.m., UNIFEM will hold a press conference to highlight women’s role in preventing and resolving conflict at the local and regional levels.  That will be on the eve of a global civil society conference on conflict prevention, taking place at the UN from 19 to 21 July.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Can we count on you to come up with an announcement this afternoon about the Secretary-General, the operation, if indeed he is going home, just so we get some account from you and don’t pester you the whole day for it?

Deputy Spokesperson:  Absolutely.

Question:  Do you think the Secretary-General is going to be away, or at least out of the office, for at least a week or so?

Deputy Spokesperson:  I think we should count on him recovering for at least days into next week.  I can’t tell you exactly when he will be back.  I don’t have word yet on how the operation went.  But we also know that he had hoped to be home by this afternoon.  So, we will let you know.

Question:  The G4 ambassadors said yesterday that they would like to meet with the Secretary-General either on Sunday or Monday.  Is that a possibility that is being looked at by the Secretary-General’s office?

Deputy Spokesperson:  At this point, I don’t think he is intending to see anybody over the weekend. 

Question:  With regards to the Alliance for Civilization initiative announced yesterday, there was a stipulation which says some funds would be raised.  How does the Secretary-General intend to get Member States to donate to that fund?

Deputy Spokesperson:  As of now, I don’t have very many details on the trust fund.  I know that there is nothing in it now.  As you know, we just launched the initiative yesterday and, as the press release mentioned, there will be more of a formal session in the fall when the Spanish and Turkish representatives here will be talking about it.  But I will try to find out what the detailed mechanisms are, if needed, to gather funds for that.

Question:  Does Mr. Ping have any meetings scheduled with the representatives or members of the united for consensus group? 

Deputy Spokesperson:  Maybe you should address the question to Freh (Frehiwot Bekele), who is from the Spokesman’s Office from the General Assembly, after this.

If there are no other questions, have a great weekend.
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Environmental economics: Fort Munroe vs New Murree (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Daily_Times_(Pakistan):" ��Daily Times�)
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China to restore mangrove forests, safeguarding coastal line (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Xinhua:_China_to" ��Xinhua�)


La prevención ambiental no impide el crecimiento de las empresas (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Diario_Financiero_(Chile):" ��Diario Financiero�)
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