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[apperars on MSNBC, Al Jazeera, SABC...]
NAIROBI, Kenya - Africa’s 600-plus lakes are under unprecedented strain from rising populations and must be managed better if demand for fresh water is not to stir instability, a U.N. report published on Monday said.

Some lakes are actually shrinking due to deforestation, climate change or poor farming methods, evidence of the need for better cross-border cooperation to ensure access to life’s most precious resource, the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) said.

The report, based on a comparison of contemporary satellite imagery of Africa’s lakes and satellite photographs taken over recent decades, was unveiled at the opening of an international conference on lakes in Kenya’s capital, Nairobi.

Experts say that on a continent where most people have no access to safe drinking water the study should serve as a strong warning about the need for better environmental policies.

“Africa’s freshwater supply, including lakes, is threatened by depletion of water resources through pollution, environmental degradation and deforestation,” said the report, called “Africa’s Lakes: An Atlas of Environmental Change”.

“High population in Africa is the major cause of degradation and pollution of most African Lakes, as every one exploits aquatic resources to make a living,” the report said.

Water by the numbers
According to the United Nations, two thirds of the rural population and a quarter of the urban population in Africa are without safe drinking water, while even more lack proper sanitation.

Up to 90 percent of Africa’s water is used in farming, of which 40 to 60 percent is lost to seepage and evaporation, says the UNEP Atlas. 

Lake Victoria -- Africa’s largest freshwater lake, which provides fishing and transport for 30 million people -- has dropped by three feet in the past decade, the report said.

The report also details the rapid shrinking of Lake Songor in Ghana, partly due to salt production, “extraordinary” changes in the Zambezi river system after the building of the Cahora Bassa dam site, and the near 90 percent shrinkage of Lake Chad.

UNEP said the damming of rivers, in conjunction with the disposal of untreated sewage and industrial pollution, had reduced Africa’s fish catch, particularly in the Nile Delta and Lake Chad.

“The sustainable management of Africa’s lakes must be part of the equation. Otherwise we face increasing tensions and instability as rising populations compete for life’s most precious of precious resources,” UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer said.

Water wars?
An accompanying report on the quality of legal pacts governing access to lakes in Africa highlights several possible flashpoints of political instability, UNEP said.

The report, “Hydropolitical Vulnerability and Resilience along International Waters in Africa”, points to the Volta river basin in West Africa, shared between Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Mali and Togo, as being a particular concern.

The study, by UNEP and the University of Oregon, says over the next two decades population levels are set to double in the basin to 40 million, causing a dramatic rise in demand for water.

Meanwhile, rainfall and river flows in the region have declined steadily in the past 30 years, with this partly linked to higher evaporation rates as a result of climate change.

____________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse: New atlas details alarming damage to Africa's lakes 

by Lillian Omariba and Karen Calabria 

31.10.2005

NAIROBI, Oct 31 (AFP) - Satellite images show alarming deterioration to Africa's lakes that must be reversed if the continent's precious water resources are not to become a new source of conflict and instability, experts said Monday. 

The pictures and measurements in a new atlas show "dramatic and, in some cases, damaging environmental changes" that have swept across Africa affecting nearly all of its 677 natural and man-made inland bodies of water, they said. 

The damming of river sources, industrial pollution, deforestation, salt mining and climate change, have put Africa's lakes -- which contain about 30,000 cubic kilometers (7,200 cubic miles) of water, the largest volume of any continent -- under increasing pressure from spiralling populations, they said. 

"I hope these images of Africas lakes will galvanize ... greater action to conserve and restore these crucial water bodies," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP). 

"Otherwise, we face increasing tensions and instability as rising populations compete for lifes most precious of precious resources," he said, unveiling the new Atlas of African Lakes prepared by UNEP and the University of Oregon. 

"We need to manage our resources to avoid future conflicts," said Wangari Maathai, Kenya's assistant minister for the environment and the 2004 Nobel Peace laureate. 

In particular, the atlas shows the rapid shrinking of Ghana's brackish Lake Songor due partly to salt mining, extraordinary changes to Senegal's Lake Djoudj and the Zambezi river system caused by the construction of dams and the near 90-percent shrinkage of Lake Chad. 

It also depicts the damage wrought by large-scale deforestation around Kenya's Lake Nakuru and a meter (three-foot) drop of Lake Victoria, Africa's largest fresh-water lake, since the early 1990s. 

Such destruction not only hinders water supplies for agriculture but also affects fish, a cheap and important source of protein for many impoverished Africans, it said. 

"Overall, poor management of water catchments has led to excessive erosion, increased cost of water treatment...and a reduction of their economic life," the World Bank's Colin Bruce said. 

An accompanying report, prepared for the 11th annual World Lakes Conference that opened in Nairobi Monday, called for not only reversing these trends but also strengthening African water resource-sharing treaties between states. 

"In order to reduce tensions between nations, much more needs to be done to beef up shared agreements and treaties to avoid instability in the future," it said. 

Of most concern in this area is west Africa's Volta River basin, which is shared by Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Mali and Togo and where resources are now strained to the breaking point. 

"With the sustainability of the Volta basin under threat, there is urgent need for basin states to cooperate more closely to jointly manage the basins water resources," it said. 

Also threatened are lake and riverine-associated wetlands, including the Okavango Delta the Lake Victoria and Chad basins and the floodplains and deltas of the Congo, Niger and Zambezi rivers, which are important wildlife habitats, key water sources and pollutant filters, the report said. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: L'ONU lance un programme pour resoudre le probleme des lacs en Afrique

    NAIROBI, 31 octobre (XINHUANET) -- Le Programme des Nations unies  pour l'environnement (PNUE) a lancÃ© lundi le programme "Atlas des  lacs africains" pour mettre en lumiÃ¨re les dommages dus aux  changements environnementaux sur les lacs du continent.  

     "J'espÃ¨re que ces images des lacs africains galvaniseront les  dÃ©lÃ©guÃ©s ici Ã  la 11Ã¨me confÃ©rence mondiale sur les lacs, pour  qu'ils adoptent des actions encore plus grandes pour conserver et  restaurer ces points d'eau cruciaux. Economiquement, les lacs ont  une grande importance. Aux Etats-Unis par example, la valeur de  l'eau douce pour la seule industrie des loisirs est estimÃ©e Ã  37  milliards de dollars par an", a dÃ©clarÃ© le directeur exÃ©cutif du  PNUE, Klaus Toepfer, lors du lancement.  

     "J'espÃ¨re Ã©galement que ces images sonneront l'alerte dans le  monde pour montrer que, si nous devons vaincre la pauvretÃ© et  remplir les objectifs de dÃ©veloppement pour 2015, une gestion  durable des lacs en Afrique doit Ãªtre prise en compte. Sans cela,  nous connaÃ®trons une montÃ©e des tensions et de l'instabilitÃ©  lorsque les populations croissantes se disputeront la plus  prÃ©cieuse des ressources", a-t-il ajoutÃ©.  

     L'Atlas prÃ©sente de nombreux impacts environnementaux et autres liÃ©s au changement des points d'eau en Afrique. Il utilise entre  autre les photos et mesures de satellites, pour montrer non  seulement l'image bien connue du lac Tchad, qui a Ã©tÃ© rÃ©duit de 90% , mais aussi d'autres moins connues comme la diminution du lac  Songor au Ghana ou la dÃ©forestation autour du lac Nakuru au Kenya. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Mapping damage to African lakes 
31.10.2005

Africa's lakes are declining rapidly, according to a new United Nations publication, with climate change and over-use the major factors. 

The Atlas of African Lakes compares satellite pictures from decades past with contemporary images. 

It plots changes such as the shrinkage of Lake Chad, deforestation around Lake Nakuru in Kenya, and the increasing population around Lake Victoria. 

The UN says protecting these lakes is vital if poverty goals are to be met. 

"The atlas shows that massive changes are happening in African lakes," said UN Environment Programme (Unep) spokesman Nick Nuttall. 

"There are huge population pressures on all lake systems in Africa," he told the BBC News website, "and unless there is some way for people there to find alternative ways of living, they will continue to be under pressure." 

Big store 
Unep estimates that there are about 677 lakes in Africa, holding a total of 30,000 cubic kilometres of water - the largest stored volume of any continent. 

Many are important sources of food and employment. 

But natural and human-made problems are combining to reduce the reliability of the water supply, and of foods associated with it. 

These include: 

· natural seasonal fluctuations in rainfall 

· climate change 

· pollution 

· over-fishing 

· desertification 

· invasive species 

· innappropriate dam construction 

And some important lakes have their own specific issues, such as Lake Songor in Ghana, whose shrinkage Unep attributes to salt production. 

"Lakes are the lifeblood of millions and millions of Africans," said Nick Nuttall. 

"We are not going to meet the Millennium Development Goals on water or health unless we protect them." 

The eight Millennium Goals, agreed by world leaders at the UN in 2000, speak of halving the proportion of people without safe drinking water by 2015, and tackling diseases of children and adults by the same date. 

Unep launched its Atlas at the World Lake Conference taking place this week in Nairobi. 

A parallel report also compiled for the conference urges African governments to improve multilateral and bilateral agreements on sharing and conserving water. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times: UN warns on world's shrinking lakes
By Fiona Harvey 
1 November 1 2005 

Lakes around the world are shrinking and becoming less productive because of climate change, pollution, poor irrigation practices and neglect, the United Nations warned yesterday.

African lakes are among the worst affected, with satellite images unveiled yesterday showing dramatic differences between the extent of some lakes and rivers today and their extent a few decades ago. Lake Chad has shrunk by almost 90 per cent, while water levels in Lake Victoria - Africa's biggest freshwater lake - have fallen by a metre since the early 1990s. Niger has lost more than 80 per cent of its freshwater wetlands in the past 20 years.

Klaus Töpfer, executive director of the UN's Environment Programme, said: "Economically, lakes are of huge importance. I hope that [the satellite images] will ring a warning around the world that if we are to overcome poverty and meet internationally agreed development goals by 2015, the sustainable management of Africa's lakes must be part of the equation. Otherwise we face increasing tensions and instability as rising populations compete for life's most precious of resources."

Lakes and waterways are potential flashpoints for conflicts between countries, as the pressure of demand for fresh water fuels disagreements over how to share the resource. Delegates at the 11th World Lake Conference in Kenya heard that the Volta river basin in west Africa, shared by Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Mali and Togo, was a particular concern. Population is expected to double to 40m over the next two decades. Rainfall and river flows in the area have declined over the past 30 years, partly due to climate change.

____________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (South Africa): New atlas details damage to Africa's lakes 
31.10.2005

Nairobi - Satellite images show alarming deterioration to Africa's lakes that must be reversed to prevent the continent's precious water resources becoming a new source of conflict and instability, experts said Monday.

The pictures and measurements in a new atlas show "dramatic and, in some cases, damaging environmental changes" that have swept across Africa affecting nearly all of its 677 inland bodies of water, they said.

The damming of river sources, industrial pollution, deforestation, salt mining and climate change, have put Africa's lakes - which contain about 30 000 cubic kilometres of water, the largest volume of any continent - under increasing pressure from spiralling populations, they said.

"I hope these images of Africas lakes will galvanise... greater action to conserve and restore these crucial water bodies," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP).

"The images (should) ring a warning around the world that, if we are to overcome poverty and meet internationally agreed development goals by 2015, the sustainable management of Africas lakes must be part of the equation," he said.

"Otherwise, we face increasing tensions and instability as rising populations compete for lifes most precious of precious resources," Toepfer said, unveiling the new Atlas of African Lakes prepared by UNEP and the University of Oregon.

In particular, the atlas shows the rapid shrinking of Ghana's brackish Lake Songor due partly to salt mining, extraordinary changes to the Zambezi river system caused by the contruction of a dam and the near 90 percent shrinkage of Lake Chad.

It also depicts the damage wrought by large-scale deforestation around Kenya's Lake Nakuru and details a metre drop of Lake Victoria, Africa's largest fresh-water lake, since the early 1990s.

An accompanying report, prepared for the 11th annual World Lakes Conference that opened in Nairobi on Monday, called for not only reversing these trends but also strengthening African water resource-sharing treaties between states.

"In order to reduce tensions between nations, much more needs to be done to beef up shared agreements and treaties to avoid instability in the future," it said.

Of most concern in this area is west Africa's Volta River basin, which is shared by Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Mali and Togo and where resources are now strained to the breaking point. - Sapa-AFP

_____________________________________________________________________________

El Mundo: Los lagos africanos sufren drásticos cambios por culpa de las actividades de los humanos

1.11.2005

Actividades humanas como la deforestación o la construcción de presas han causado drásticos cambios en los lagos africanos, algunos de los cuales han visto decrecer el nivel de sus aguas hasta un metro. Así lo muestra un atlas presentado en la Conferencia Mundial de los Lagos, que se inauguró este lunes en Nairobi.

En él se mostraron imágenes de satélite recientes que permiten comparar con otras antiguas el estado de lagos como el Songor, en Ghana, que está empequeñeciéndose rápidamente; o el Chad, que ha disminuido cerca de un 90%.

El simposio reúne en la capital keniana a alrededor de quinientos expertos y científicos de todo el mundo para discutir modos sostenibles para gestionar las reservas de agua dulce.

Hacer sonar la alarma

"Espero que las imágenes hagan sonar una alarma en todo el mundo, pues si queremos superar la pobreza y lograr para 2015 objetivos internacionalmente acordados, la gestión sostenible de los lagos tiene que ser parte de la ecuación", dijo Klaus Toepfer, director del Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), que ha editado el atlas.

En total, los lagos de Africa contienen cerca de 30.000 kilómetros cúbicos de agua, el mayor volumen por continente del mundo.

Sin embargo, la construcción de presas, la contaminación industrial, el vertido de residuos sin tratamiento y la deforestación se encuentran entre las actividades humanas que están impactando severamente en el estado de los lagos africanos.

Cambios apreciables

Uno de los cambios más visibles se ha observado en el lago salobre Sogor de Ghana, hogar de miles de aves y dos especies de tortuga amenazadas de extinción.

Mientras que en diciembre de 1990 las imágenes mostraban una masa acuática de 74 kilómetros cuadrados, las instantáneas tomadas en 2000 revelan una disminución considerable, que el PNUMA atribuye a la producción intensiva de sal y la extracción de agua de los ríos afluentes del lago, como el Sege y el Zano.

Otro ejemplo es el Lago Victoria, donde el nivel del agua ha disminuido en un metro en la última década, según las imágenes satélite.

Situado entre Uganda, Kenia y Tanzania, el Victoria, origen del río Nilo, es el lago más grande de Africa y más de 30 millones de personas viven en sus orillas.

El efecto de las presas

La presa Diama ha mermado el lago Djoudi en Senegal desde 1986

En Senegal, el área que rodea al lago Djoudi ha cambiado significativamente desde la construcción en 1986 de la presa Diama, mientras que en Kenia, el lago Nakuru, que acoge a millones de flamencos, también ha experimentado cambios importantes.

El área cubierta por el Nakuru se ha reducido de 43 a 40 kilómetros cuadrados, y el atlas presentado en la conferencia de Nairobi apunta a la intensiva deforestación en los montes circundantes como una de las causas de esa disminución.

Aunque el número exacto de lagos que existen en Africa -naturales o construidos por el hombre- es desconocido, la base de datos Worldlake sitúa la cifra en 677.

Esfuerzos para proteger los lagos

Uganda, con 69 lagos, Kenia (64), Camerún (59), Tanzania (49) y Etiopía (46) son los países con la mayor cantidad de esas grandes extensiones de agua, en contraposición con Botsuana, que sólo tiene doce, y Gabón, con ocho.

En vísperas de la inauguración del simposio, los científicos africanos lanzaron una red para impulsar los esfuerzos destinados a proteger los lagos del continente.

En una nota publicada en la prensa local, los expertos advirtieron que cinco importantes lagos africanos: Victoria, Tanganyika, Malawi, Chad y Tana podrían convertirse en ciénagas en las próximas décadas si nada se hace para salvarlos.

La Conferencia Mundial de los Lagos se prolongará hasta el próximo viernes.

____________________________________________________________________________

Der Standard (Austria): Alarmierende Umweltschäden an Afrikas Seen 

1.11.2005

Drohende Wasserknappheit könnte zu Konflikten führen 

Nairobi - Die Wasservorräte in den afrikanischen Seen sind nach Angaben des UN-Umweltprogramms (UNEP) in den vergangenen Jahren stark zurückgegangen. Satellitenbilder und weitere Messungen hätten in nahezu allen der 677 natürlichen und künstlichen Binnengewässer des Kontinents teils dramatische Umweltschäden gezeigt, teilten Experten der UNEP und der Universität von Oregon am Montag bei der Vorstellung des "Atlasses der afrikanischen Seen" in der kenianischen Hauptstadt Nairobi mit.

Dem Atlas zufolge sank der Wasserspiegel im Victoria-See, dem größten Süßwassersee Afrikas, seit Anfang der neunziger Jahre um einen Meter. Die Satellitenbilder zeigen zudem das zum Teil durch Salzabbau verursachte Schrumpfen des Songor-Sees in Ghana, den fast 90-prozentigen Schwund des westafrikanischen Tschad-Sees und das großflächige Abholzen der Wälder um den Nakuru-See in Kenia.

Das Sambesi-Flusssystem wurde laut UNEP durch exzessiven Dammbau nachhaltig verändert. Als weitere Ursachen für die Schäden nennen die Experten die Eindämmung von Flussläufen, Industrieverschmutzung und den Klimawandel. Wenn der Entwicklung nicht Einhalt geboten werde, drohe dem gesamten Kontinent Instabilität, sagte UNEP-Chef Klaus Töpfer.

Ein ebenfalls am Montag veröffentlichter Bericht hob die bedrohliche Lage am westafrikanischen Volta-Stausee hervor, der die Staaten Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Elfenbeinküste, Mali und Togo mit Wasser versorgt. Die Autoren mahnten den Abschluss zwischenstaatlicher Abkommen über die Wassernutzung ein. Der Rückgang der Wasserressourcen bedroht nach Ansicht der Experten nicht nur die Bewässerung von Ackerland, sondern wirkt sich auch auf den Fischbestand aus, für viele Afrikaner eine wichtige Nahrungsquelle. In Nairobi findet derzeit die elfte Welt-Seen-Konferenz statt. (APA/AFP)

_____________________________________________________________________________

Diario Hoy (Argentina): Lagos africanos sufren dramáticos cambios de nivel del agua

31.10.2005

La actividad del hombre ha causado dramáticos cambios en los lagos africanos, algunos de los cuales han visto decrecer el nivel del agua hasta un metro, según un Atlas presentado en la Conferencia Mundial de Lagos, que se abrió hoy en Nairobi.

Imágenes de satélite actuales y otras de los años setenta o noventa permiten comparar el estado de lagos como el Songor, en Ghana, que está empequeñeciéndose rápidamente, o el lago Chad, que ha disminuido cerca de un 90 por ciento.
En total, el continente africano contiene en sus lagos cerca de 30.000 kilómetros cúbicos de agua, el mayor volumen por continente del mundo.

Sin embargo, la construcción de presas, la contaminación industrial, el vertido de residuos sin tratamiento o la deforestación se encuentran entre las actividades humanas que están impactando severamente el estado de los lagos africanos.

Uno de los cambios más visibles se ha observado en el lago salobre Sogor de Ghana, que acoge a miles de pájaros y a dos especies de tortugas amenazadas con la extinción.

Si en diciembre de 1990 las imágenes mostraban una masa acuática de 74 kilómetros cuadrados, instantáneas tomadas en 2000 revelan una disminución considerable.

El Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), que ha editado el atlas, lo atribuye a la producción intensiva de sal y la extracción de agua de los ríos que aportan agua al lago, como el Sege y el Zano.

Otro ejemplo es el Lago Victoria, donde el nivel del agua ha disminuido en un metro en la última década, según las imágenes del satélite.

Situado entre Uganda, Kenia y Tanzania, el Victoria es el lago más grande de Africa, y también el origen del río Nilo, y más de 30 millones de personas viven en sus orillas.

En Senegal, el área que rodea al lago Djoudi ha cambiado significativamente desde la construcción en 1986 de la presa Diama, y en Kenia, el lago Nakuru, base de millones de flamencos, también ha experimentado cambios importantes.

El área cubierta por el Nakuru ha pasado de 43 a 40 kilómetros, y el atlas apunta a la intensiva deforestación en los montes circundantes como una de las causas.

El atlas fue presentado en la Conferencia Mundial de Lagos, que reúne desde hoy en la capital keniana a cerca de quinientos expertos y científicos de todo el mundo para discutir modos sostenibles para gestionar las reservas de agua dulce.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Kenya Times: Kibaki pledges remedies to problems affecting lakes 
By Noah Kipkogei 
1.11.2005

THE government is committed to enhance research in scientific knowledge on causes and remedies of lake problems, President Mwai Kibaki said yesterday. 

The President said this in a speech read on his behalf by the Vice President, Moody Awori at the eleventh World Lake Conference (WLC) in Nairobi, whose theme is the Management of Lake Basins for Sustainable Use, Global Experience and African Issues. 

This is the first time, an African country is hosting the meeting of such kind, which also saw the launch of the Lake Basin Management Initiative report by Awori. 

The report which focuses on the sustainable management and utilization of the lake basin in relation to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the President emphasized the importance of the ecosystem to aquatic lives and also for humans. 

President Kibaki said the government was actively involved in addressing the regional challenges in water management through the Lake Victoria Basin, the River Nile Basin Initiative and other platforms. 

“This is demonstrated by the unwavering support to national, regional and international research programmes and Lake Basin Management Initiatives,” Kibaki said. 

The president said the enactment of the Water Act 2002 is geared towards fully Integrated Water Resources Management, adding that the new laws would ensure sustainable utilisation of fragile ecosystems including lakes. 

Ms Martha Karua chairs the global meeting which is jointly organised by the International Lake Committee (ILEC) and the Ministry of Water. 

Kibaki pledged that the government would continue to provide the legal, institutional and the financial support to enable the accumulation of knowledge that will protect the ecosystem. 

“I’m happy to report to you that my government is fully aware of the threats affecting our lakes and is committed to their sustainable management along with other nations of the world who are equally concerned,” the president added. 

He pointed out that Kenya’s commitment to preservation of lakes is demonstrated by its membership to various key international conventions that relate to the conservation of the lakes and other water catchment areas. 

Kibaki lauded the efforts of the ILEC and the government of Japan who sponsors the event for ‘its unrelenting commitment to reversing negative environmental trends afflicting the lakes of the world’ saying this had made a difference on the status of many lakes in the world. 

The president advised the delegates to examine the relationship between poverty, lakes and its basins, he observed that this was a critical agenda both for the developed and the developing countries. 

He said that the cooperation between the government and the World Bank’s Global Environment Facility (GEF) had resulted in the study of Kenyan lakes. 

____________________________________________________________________________

St. Petersburg Times (Russia): Old Ways of Life Are Fading As the Arctic Thaws
By Steven Lee Myers, Andrew C. Revkin, Simon Romero and Clifford Krauss

1.11.2005

TIKSI, Sakha Republic — Freed by warming, waters once locked beneath ice are gnawing at coastal settlements around the Arctic Circle. 

In Bykovsky, a village of 457 people on Russia’s northeast coast, the shoreline is collapsing, creeping closer and closer to houses and tanks of heating oil, at a rate of five to six meters a year. Eventually, homes will be lost, and maybe all of Bykovsky, too, under ever-longer periods of assault by open water. 

“It is eating up the land,” said Innokenty Koryakin, a member of the Evenk tribe and the captain of a fishing boat. “You cannot do anything about it.” 

To the east, Fyodor Sellyakhov scours a barren island with 16 hired men. Mammoths lived here tens of thousands of years ago, and their carcasses eventually sank deep into sediment that is now offering up a trove of tusks and bones nearly as valuable as elephant ivory. 

Sellyakhov, a native Yakut, hauls the fossils to a warehouse here and sells them for $50 to $100 a kilogram. This summer he collected two tons, making him a wealthy man, for Tiksi. “The sea washes down the coast every year,” he said. “It is practically all ice — permafrost — and it is thawing.” 

For the 4 million people who live north of the Arctic Circle in remote outposts and the improbable industrial centers built by Soviet decree, a changing climate presents new opportunities. But it also threatens their environment, their homes and, for those whose traditions rely on the ice-bound wilderness, the preservation of their culture. 

A push to develop the North, quickened by the melting of the Arctic seas, carries its own rewards and dangers for people in the region. The discovery of vast petroleum fields in the Barents and Kara seas has raised fears of catastrophic accidents as ships loaded with oil and, soon, liquefied gas churn through the fisheries off Scandinavia, headed to markets in Europe and North America. Land that was untouched could be tainted by pollution as generators, smokestacks and large vehicles sprout to support the growing energy industry. 

But the thaw itself is already causing widespread anxiety. In Russia, 20 percent of which lies above the Arctic Circle, the melting of the permafrost threatens the foundations of homes, factories and pipelines. While the primary causes are debated, the effect is an engineering nightmare no one anticipated when the towns were built in Stalin’s time. 

Coastal erosion is a problem in Alaska as well, forcing the United States to prepare to relocate several Inuit villages at a projected cost of $100 million or more for each one. 

Across the Arctic, indigenous tribes with traditions shaped by centuries of living in extremes of cold and ice are noticing changes in weather and wildlife. They are trying to adapt, but it can be confounding. 

Take the Inuit word for June, qiqsuqqaqtuq. It refers to snow conditions — a strong crust at night. Only those traits now appear in May. Shari Gearheard, a climate researcher from Harvard University, recalled the appeal of an Inuit hunter, James Qillaq, for a new word at a recent meeting in Canada. One sentence stayed in her mind: “June isn’t really June any more.” 

Changing Traditions 

In Finnmark, Norway’s northernmost province, the Arctic landscape unfolds in late winter as an endless snowy plateau, silent but for the cries of the reindeer and the occasional whine of a snowmobile. 

A changing Arctic is felt there, too. “The reindeer are becoming unhappy,” said Issat Heandarat Eira, a 31-year-old reindeer herder and one of 80,000 Samis, or Laplanders, who live in the northern reaches of Scandinavia and Russia. 

Few countries rival Norway when it comes to protecting the environment and preserving indigenous customs. The state has lavished its oil wealth on the region, and Sami culture has enjoyed something of a renaissance. There is a Nordic Sami Institute, a Sami College, a state-sponsored film festival and a drive-in theater where moviegoers watch from snowmobiles. 

And yet no amount of government support can convince Eira that his livelihood, intractably entwined with the reindeer, is not about to change. He keeps the size of his herd secret. But he said warmer temperatures in fall and spring were melting the top layers of snow, which then refreeze as ice, making it harder for his reindeer to dig through to the lichen they eat. He worries, too, about the encroachment of highways and industrial activity on his once isolated grazing lands. 

“The people who are making the decisions, they are living in the south and they are living in towns,” said Eira, sitting inside his home made of reindeer hides. “They don’t mark the change of weather. It is only people who live in nature and get resources from nature who mark it.” 

Other Arctic cultures that rely on nature report similar disruptions. For 5,000 years, the Inuit have lived on the fringe of the Arctic Ocean, using sea ice as a highway, building material and hunting platform. In recent decades, their old ways have been fading under forced relocations, the erosion of language and lore and the lure of modern conveniences, steady jobs and a cash economy. 

Now, the accelerating retreat of the sea ice is making it even harder to preserve their connections to “country food” and tradition. In Canada, Inuit hunters report that an increasing number of polar bears look emaciated because the shrinking ice cover has curtailed their ability to fatten up on seals. In Alaska, whale hunters working in unusually open seas have seen walruses try to climb onto their white boats, mistaking them for ice floes. 

Hank Rogers, a 54-year-old Inuvialuit who helps patrol Canada’s Far North, said the pelts of fox, marten and other game he trapped were thinning. As for the flesh of fish caught in coastal estuaries of the Yukon, “they’re too mushy,” he said. Slushy snow and weaker ice has made traveling by snowmobile impossible in places. 

“The next generation coming up is not going to experience what we did,” he said. “We can’t pass the traditions on as our ancestors passed on to us.” 

Even seasoned hunters have been betrayed by the thaw, stepping in snow that should be covering ice but instead falling into water. And on Shingle Point, a sandy strip inhabited by Inuvialuit at the tip of the Yukon in Canada, Danny Gordon, 70, said it was troubling that fewer icebergs were reaching the bay. It has become windier, too, for reasons people here cannot explain. 

“In the summer 40 years ago, we had lots of icebergs, and you could land your boat on them and climb on them even in summer,” Gordon said. “Now in the winter they are tiny. The weather has changed. Everyone knows it. It’s global warming.” 

Sinking Cities 

Vorkuta, a coal-mining city of 130,000, is crumbling. 

Many of the city’s homes and factories were built not on hard rock, but on permafrost, a layer of perpetually frozen earth that covers 65 percent of Russia’s territory. If the permafrost underneath melts, the ground turns to mush. 

“Everything is falling apart,” said Lyubov Denisova, who lives in a cramped apartment on Lokomotivnaya Ulitsa. The ceiling has warped, the walls cracked, the window frames splintered. Some buildings have been declared unsafe and abandoned. 

Vorkuta lies on the edge of Russia’s permafrost boundary, and some scientists predict that continued warming could advance that border hundreds of kilometers northward, weakening the earth beneath the vast infrastructure built during the days of the Soviet Union’s industrialization of the Arctic. According to the Permafrost Institute in Yakutsk, the average temperature of the permafrost has already increased a degree or two. 

While most Arctic climate experts say the warming trend is driven by heat-trapping emissions and is unlikely to reverse, many scientists and officials in Russia predict the warming of the last 30 years will give way to a new period of cold. Vorkuta’s mayor, Igor Shpektor, hews to that line. He said the damage in the city — 80 percent of all buildings show signs of it, one study found — resulted from faulty construction or maintenance, not a general thaw. 

Still, Shpektor acknowledged, “the permafrost is unforgiving.” 

Any significant warming, said Anatoly Chumashov, the city’s chief engineer, would leave officials like him scrambling to save the city. “It is an example of how fragile it is and how careful we should be,” he said. But he added: “If the permafrost melts, this city will not collapse overnight. There is time to adjust, but it requires very serious investments in labor and money.” 

Spills and Depredation 

“One oil spill would be the end of us,” said Borge Iversen, a fisherman on the Lofoten Islands, a striking archipelago north of the Arctic Circle in the Norwegian Sea. 

As recently as 2000, Russian tankers were rarely spotted passing the jagged peaks and sheltered inlets, surrounded by seas with the world’s largest stocks of cod and herring, as well as killer and sperm whales. So far, there has not been a major accident, but more and more ships are appearing, a harbinger of Russia’s expanding efforts to extract oil and, increasingly, gas in the Arctic. 

As much as a quarter of the world’s remaining oil and gas resources are believed to be found in the Arctic. And as technology improves, oil prices rise and the seasonal ice cap retreats, countries like Norway and Russia are acting with startling speed. 

Oil shipments from the White Sea and the coast of the Barents Sea have soared, said Mikhail Kalenchenko, director of the World Wildlife Fund’s branch in the port of Murmansk. 

“It was supposed to increase over the next 10 years, up to 20 million tons of oil,” he said. “It’s 20 million this year,” or 146 million barrels. At this rate, he said, “we can expect up to 100 million tons, over 10 to 20 years, to be transported through our area.” 

Russia’s history of environmental protection is a poor one. The Soviet drive for industrial development paid little heed to the natural spaces around its mines, factories and ports. Its disregard is evident in the poisoned wasteland around the nickel smelter in Monchegorsk, south of Murmansk, where hundreds of square kilometers of what was once forest is now almost entirely devoid of life. 

Western countries have paid millions to help Russia dismantle its aging fleet of nuclear submarines in the area and safely store the nuclear material aboard them, but Kalenchenko said far less attention had been paid to the environmental risks of expanding oil shipments in the same area, most in single-hull tankers. 

“What has never happened before is a big accident in the high seas in the Arctic,” he said. 

For the entire Barents region, he said, Russia has only two bases with the equipment necessary to fight an oil spill. “In Norway, they have at least 50 bases of this kind,” he said. 

David Dickins, an engineer from San Diego who has spent 30 years studying how to clean up oil spills in icy waters, said that while the ice impeded the use of tools like booms that hold a slick in place, the ice also naturally contained the oil, giving response teams more time to act before environmental damage occurred. 

“People shouldn’t paint the Arctic in some sort of raving sense where a spill is somehow going to be catastrophic,” he said. 

But he added: “A spill is always serious. In the Arctic it will naturally take longer to clean up because there is less wave action, and breakdown is slower in colder temperatures.” 

That is what worries Iversen, who sails each morning from the village of Ballstad into the coastal waters around the Lofoten Islands. The village’s history, islanders say, dates back to the Vikings, and fishing is central to the region’s social and economic life. 

“We’ve fished these waters for centuries, and while it’s a hard life, we’ve survived in doing so,” he said. 

Although the fishing industry accounts for less than 1 percent of Norway’s gross domestic product, as against the nearly 18 percent brought in by oil and gas, the fisheries are Norway’s second-largest earner of foreign exchange and are viewed as a more sustainable resource. 

“We need a policy for the Arctic that considers the next 100 years, not just the next 10 years,” Iversen said. 

Such sentiment goes far in Norway, where fishing is still part of the oil-rich nation’s soul. On Oct. 13, a new leftist coalition upheld a ban on drilling in the waters around the Lofoten Islands until 2009, while allowing exploration to proceed further north in the Barents Sea. As for the tanker traffic, Oslo is looking at other ways of advancing its concerns. 

Norway and the seven other Arctic nations have started to discuss ways to protect the environment in a forum called the Arctic Council, established nine years ago. In 2002, the council issued guidelines for offshore oil drilling, calling for drilling projects to be preceded by studies on environmental effects and the availability of cleanup equipment. 

The guidelines come with no enforcement powers, but several experts say they think they will have some effect, particularly because Russia is preparing for entry into the World Trade Organization and seeking closer ties with the European Union. 

A Less Wild Future 

One day last summer, the 1200 residents of Pangnirtung, a windswept outpost on a fjord in Nunavut, Canada’s Inuit-administered Arctic territory, were startled to see a 133-meter European cruise ship drop anchor unannounced and send several hundred tourists ashore in small boats. 

While small ships have stopped visiting the Canadian Arctic, visits from large liners are increasing as interest grows in the opening Northwest Passage, said Maureen Bundgaard, chief executive of Nunavut Tourism, a trade association. 

Bundgaard has been training villagers how to stage cultural shows, conduct day tours and sell crafts and traditional fare — without being overrun. “We’re not prepared to deal with the huge ships, emotionally or in other ways,” she said. Inuit leaders say they are trying to balance tradition with the inevitable changes that are sweeping their lands. The Inuit Circumpolar Conference, which represents 155,000 Inuit scattered across Canada, Greenland, Russia and the United States, has enlisted lawyers and movie stars like Jake Gyllenhaal and Salma Hayek to draw attention to its imperiled traditions. 

The group’s leaders hope to submit a petition to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in December, claiming that the United States, by rejecting a treaty requiring other industrialized countries to cut emissions linked to warming, is willfully threatening the Inuit’s right to exist. 

The commission, an investigative arm of the Organization of American States, has no enforcement powers. But legal analysts say that a declaration that the United States has violated the Inuit’s rights could create the foundation for a lawsuit either against the United States in international court or American companies in federal courts. 

In a report on Arctic development, the United Nations Environment Program estimated that 15 percent of the region’s lands were affected in 2001 by mining, oil and gas exploration, ports or other industrial incursions. But that figure is likely to reach 80 percent in 2050, it said. The Arctic, then, is probably making the same transition that swept the coastal plains of the North Slope of Alaska starting 38 years ago when the first oil was struck in Prudhoe Bay, said Charles Wohlforth, an Alaskan and author of “The Whale and the Supercomputer,” describing Arctic climate change. 

Since then, a network of pipelines and wells has steadily spread west and east ending from that central field, the sweeping sense of emptiness that defined the Arctic landscape through the ages. 

“Even if you support oil development and think it makes sense, there’s a point at which it becomes West Texas or the Gulf of Mexico and is not really the Arctic any more,” Wohlforth said. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Agencia Bolivariana de Noticias: Expertos de la región debaten sobre medio ambiente
 31.10.2005
 
Un total de 33 expertos de la región debatirá temas ecológicos y medio ambiente desde este lunes 31 de octubre y hasta el viernes 4 de noviembre, durante el XV Foro de Ministros del Medio Ambiente de América Latina y del Caribe. 

El cambio climático, el manejo integrado de recursos hídricos y las energías renovables serán los principales temas de discusión de este encuentro internacional que se lleva cabo en el Salón Río Ocampo del Hotel Meliá, situado en Caracas. 

La titular del Ministerio del Ambiente y de los Recursos Naturales (MARN), Jacqueline Faría, destacó que este diálogo de alto nivel se realiza bajo los lineamentos del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).
____________________________________________________________________________

C.A. Venezolana de Television: Ministros del ambiente de América Latina y el Caribe se reúnen en Caracas 

31.10.2005
De acuerdo al boletín del Ministerio del Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (Marn), el Presidente Chávez les dará la bienvenida en el teatro Teresa Carreño el miércoles 2 de noviembre. 
Top of Form

Bottom of Form


Caracas, 31 de octubre de 2005 (VTV) / Este lunes se instaló en Caracas la sesión de expertos de alto nivel, preparatoria para la XV Reunión del Foro de Ministros del medio ambiente de América Latina y del Caribe, que se desarrollará durante el 3 y 4 de noviembre en la capital venezolana. 

La reunión está organizada por Venezuela y el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) y en la que están representadas organizaciones sub-regionales e intergubernamentales en la que se revisará una agenda de temas ambientales de la región y se prepararán propuestas que serán consideradas por los Ministros. 

Durante la sesión preparatoria, la Ministra del Ambiente de Venezuela, Jacqueline Faría, indicó que el Foro servirá para tratar de sensibilizar a los pueblos sobre la necesidad de apoyar el Protocolo de Kyoto. 

En este sentido, el encuentro trabajará para convencer a la sociedad estadounidense a fin de que su gobierno firme el documento, acuerdo internacional que se niega a apoyar porque es el principal país contaminante y productor de elementos que causan el llamado efecto invernadero.

De acuerdo al boletín emanado del Ministerio del Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (Marn) , la XV Reunión del Foro de Ministros constituye una excelente oportunidad para tratar temas prioritarios de la agenda regional, en la que está previsto se realice una evaluación de los avances en la implementación del Plan de Acción del Foro de Ministros para 2004-2005, de los temas emergentes y relevantes para América Latina y el Caribe y con el Plan de Implementación de Johannesburgo y de otros foros internacionales.

Entre otras materias específicas el encuentro en Caracas prevé la revisión del estado de las metas del Milenio, entre cuyos puntos destacan el manejo Integrado de Recursos Hídricos, Energías Renovables y Eficiencia Energética, Desarrollo Sostenible de los Pequeños Estados Insulares en Desarrollo, Acceso a Recursos Genéticos y Distribución Equitativa de los Beneficios Derivados de su Utilización, Salud y Medio Ambiente, Indicadores Ambientales, Producción y Consumo Sostenible. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Die Tageszeitung:  Mit 64 Jahren fängt bei Grünen das Leben an

1.11.2005

Franziska Eichstädt-Bohlig hat gute Chancen, als Grünen-Spitzenkandidatin in den Abgeordnetenhaus-Wahlkampf 2006 zu ziehen. Die langjährige Bundestagsabgeordnete ist erfahren und populär - und die Grünen sind alternativlos

CDU und Grüne in Berlin haben mehr gemeinsam, als ihnen lieb sein kann. Beide sind auf der Suche nach einer populären Galionsfigur für den Abgeordnetenhaus-Wahlkampf im kommenden Jahr. Beide Parteien stoßen dabei auf externe KandidatInnen - die Union auf den Leiter des UN-Umweltprogramms, Klaus Töpfer, die Grünen auf die langjährige Bundestagsabgeordnete Franziska Eichstädt-Bohlig. Und in beiden Fällen sind die Angebeteten in ihren Sechzigern. Nur hat sich bei den Grünen die Kandidatin in spe ohne langes Zögern bereit erklärt, den Job zu machen. Die Signale stehen günstig, dass die heute 64-Jährige ihn auch bekommt.

Gegenüber der Öffentlichkeit halten sich Fraktionsmitglieder und Eichstädt-Bohlig zwar bedeckt. Mehr als ein kokettes "Ich kann mir das schon vorstellen" kommt der möglichen Spitzenkandidatin nicht über die Lippen. Doch im selben Atemzug geißelt sie das "Standard-Karriere-Denken". Ein Wechsel von der Bundes- auf die Landesebene sei keinesfalls ein Abstieg. Nach elf Jahren im Bundestag trat die Haushalts-Expertin nicht mehr bei der Wahl im September an. Und überhaupt: "Die Landespolitik hat mehr mit dem Leben der Menschen zu tun."

Eichstädt-Bohlig ist die Erste, die sich offen um Listenplatz 1 bewirbt. Das Rennen um ihn hat in der vergangenen Woche begonnen. Sibyll Klotz, die langjährige Fraktionschefin im Abgeordnetenhaus, hatte angekündigt, im kommenden Jahr nicht wieder für den Spitzenplatz bei der Abgeordnetenhaus-Wahl zu kandidieren. Auch, ob sie sich im Februar wieder für den Fraktionsvorsitz bewerben will, lässt die 44-Jährige offen. Klotz hat im September den Einzug in den Bundestag über die Landesliste im September knapp verpasst. Männlicher Spitzenkandidat wird erneut der 45-jährige Volker Ratzmann. Gemeinsam mit Klotz ist er Fraktionschef im Abgeordnetenhaus.

Für die gelernte Architektin und Stadtplanerin Eichstädt-Bohlig findet Klotz ausschließlich lobende Worte. Einst pochten die Grünen auf Rotation im Amt. Nun gilt eine langjährige Parlamentarierin als neue Hoffnung. Das ist für Klotz kein Widerspruch: "Junge Leute müssen natürlich auch in der Fraktion vertreten sein", sagt sie. "Wir werden auch im Wahlkampf auf eine Teamlösung setzen."

Doch für Eichstädt-Bohlig sprechen nicht nur ihre Erfahrung und ihre Berliner Wurzeln. Es fehlt der Partei schlicht an einer populären Alternative. Als einzige ernst zu nehmende interne Bewerberin gilt Alice Ströver. Doch die Kulturexpertin der Grünen-Fraktion kennen im Vergleich zu ihrer möglichen Konkurrentin nur wenige. Auch bezweifeln manche in der Partei die Teamfähigkeit der 50-Jährigen. Anfang April 2006 werden die Grünen über ihre Kandidaten abstimmen. Vielleicht ist die Union bis dahin auch so weit.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Kenya Times: Hitches against spirit of integration 
By Paul Amina 

A legislator feels that administrative and legal obstacles put on the way by a partner state are undermining the East African Community (EAC) protocol on political federation. 
A Kenyan backbench MP Mutinda Mutiso said exorbitant airfares is one example and separate college fees structures for Tanzania and Ugandan students studying in Kenyan colleges is another impediment in the long list of hurdles in the way to the reintegration dream. 
Kenyan cabinet ministers do not share these sentiments in the form of legislative questions after visits to neighbouring states where the Kenyan delegation received complaints on discrimination of nationals of partner states. 
John Koech, Minister for East African and Regional Co-operation said that there is no protocol covering training in colleges but promised harmonisation of training and fees structures in colleges and universities after consultations with regional counterparts. Similarly, Transport Minister, Dr. Chris Murungaru disclosed that discussions on harmonisation of travel fares in the region are on course and a settlement may be reached soon. 
Mutinda could not understand how airfares within the region could be so prohibitive and uncomparable with long distance international routes. Murungaru said that the last IATA conference recommended a 3 per cent increase on international fares with effect from June 2005 that covered partner states. 
Airfares to Istanbul, Turkey, return is 400 US dollars compared with Nairobi Entebbe USD dollars 380 an equivalent distance between Nairobi and Mombasa, which Kenya charges 120 US dollars. 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania ran a joint communications including a regional airline inherited from the British colonialists that collapsed in 1977 due to political reasons. 
Immigration formalities harmonised to facilitate the movement of East African nationals have since hit a snag. Kenyan media overplayed this incident in the name of regional unity but downplayed the selective harassment of Ugandans and Tanzanians on duty and while visiting Kenya. Kenya’s umbrella trade union body, the Central Organization of Trade Unions (COTU) took with the deportation, which it felt undermined the spirit of regional co-operation. COTU Assistant Secretary-General, Mr. George Odiko said it was a pity that the deportation took place at a time when partner states were about to formalise labour movement laws in the volatile region. 
Many share these fears but wonder whether COTU is aware that Kenya mistreats nationals from neighboring countries including those who work with the United Nations based in the country. 
Unlike the other UN headquarters stations where re-entry visa is automatic for anybody with a contract, in Kenya the Immigration Department seems to decide on whom the UN should employ from the region. 
Ugandans and Tanzanians are at the bottom of that list. 
Denied entry visa, are UN staffers from Uganda and Tanzania who work at the headquarters duty station yet all East Africans or any other nationality, working at the International Tribunal in Arusha, Tanzania, are treated fairly and re-entry visas given without a hitch. 
The only UNEP Convention headquartered in Nairobi is Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone and its Montreal Protocol, the rest chose their headquarters elsewhere and among the reasons that play against Nairobi is the red tape at the Immigration Department. 
A diplomat from one of the EAC state High Commissions had to intervene in a case of a student denied entry permit. 
A student pass was given grudgingly but with a demand of payment of a fee, which up to now has not been specified or explained. Thousands of Kenyan students, business people and workers in the rest of the region do not even know the roads leading to Immigration Departments in those countries. 
It was mutually agreed that standard regional immigration forms would apply to all East African travellers but Kenyan immigration authorities treat regional passport holders from Uganda and Tanzania differently. 
The very Immigration officers, who deny resident visas for residents of EAC member states, take only minutes to grant resident permits to even those who could be terrorists and drug traffickers. Many suspect that money usually changed hands in such situations with the Immigration officials. 
Transparency International ranks Immigration Department eighth in its latest bribery index ratings and that could explain the ease with which crooks enter the country. The Department has not denied these findings neither is the government pursuing the matter. 
After the revival of the Community, Kenya is not ready to take stock of losses incurred in the wake of the demise of the original colonial economic union that grouped it with neighboring Uganda and Tanzania for decades. A fact that cannot be overemphasised is that in the absence of the common market, Kenya still did more roaring business with Uganda and Tanzania than with other African countries. 
One does not need to be an economist to know that massive devaluation of the shilling, distortion of the regional economies and weaker bargaining power were stark reminders of killing of the proverbial goose that laid the golden eggs. 
It seems that problems akin to the one that killed the organisation founded by Britain and inherited by the three independent states have reared their ugly heads here once again in a region that dreams of a political federation in the foreseeable future. 
The Community is a forerunner to all known world regional economic blocs and that explains why it is a source of envy and inspiration. It survived when such pre-independence regional groups elsewhere collapsed never to resurface. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

BBC: Katrina damage blamed on wetlands loss 

By Tim Hirsch
1.11.2005


Two months after Hurricane Katrina slammed into the coast of Louisiana and Mississippi, the scale of the disaster is increasingly being attributed to the disappearance of the region's swamps and marshes. 

There are serious fears that the further destruction of wetlands caused by the storm itself could leave the area even more exposed to future hurricanes. 

A fierce debate is now raging in Louisiana about the steps which should be taken to try to reverse the loss of land to the ocean - and how best to protect the state's population. 

The entire region around New Orleans is built on the sediments deposited by the mighty Mississippi River over thousands of years. 

The river itself has changed course many times as it naturally seeks the line of least resistance to the Gulf of Mexico - and that is what forms the delta shape. 

Deltas are naturally inclined to sink, but in the past this was counteracted by the new deposits of silt dumped on the land as the river floods each year. 

This process has been interrupted by the widespread system of embankments or levees which have been constructed along large parts of the river over more than a century. 

In addition, the extraction of oil and gas from rock layers underneath the delta is believed to have speeded up the subsidence, according to research by the United States Geological Survey. 

Funnel effect 
Coastal scientists have been arguing for years that the re-engineering of the delta was leaving the population living there dangerously exposed to storm surges created by hurricanes. 

An especially controversial project was the construction in the 1960s of the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MRGO), a 200m wide canal designed to provide a shortcut for large ships from New Orleans to the ocean. 

The canal, known locally as "Mr Go", drove straight through an area of dense swampland, and local people have been campaigning for years to get it closed, claiming that it provided a "hurricane highway" which threatened the communities east of the city. 

Mark Davis of the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana told the BBC News website the shipping traffic had never materialised. 

"And as we see in the wake of Katrina, it provided a funnel in its levees and other structures, for bringing storm surge in huge concentrations to communities where people lived and worked, and wiped them out," he said. 

One of the most devastated areas, St Bernard Parish, lies just south of the canal, and it was from that direction that the tidal surge burst over the levee and inundated the community of 58,000, killing more than 100 people. 

According to new modelling and field observations from Louisiana State University, the MRGO may have made the storm surge 20% higher, and two or even three times faster as it crashed into the city. 

Hassan Mashriqui of the LSU Hurricane Center said, "We found out that wherever the Gulf Outlet had eaten up more wetlands and exposed the levee system, that is where much more breaches happened. "Where there were tree lines protecting the levees, they were in much better shape. 

"It is fair to say that the Gulf Outlet played some role in making the situation worse." 

High cost 
Another area where the loss of wetlands is being identified as a factor in making Katrina more destructive is Plaquemines Parish, the thin finger of land which protrudes into the Gulf of Mexico as the Mississippi completes its journey to the sea. 

In some communities there is scarcely a building still standing, ravaged by the storm surge as Katrina passed across. 

According to Kerry St Pe of the Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary Programme, the dense cypress swamps which used to provide natural protection have been degraded by the intrusion of salt water brought further inland by the building of shipping channels. 

In addition, the silt dredged out from the river has been dumped in deep water on the edge of the continental shelf, instead of being allowed to replenish the wetlands. 

"We've always said that the cost of not restoring this system was far greater than the cost of restoring it. These two hurricanes [Katrina and Rita] proved that we were absolutely correct," said Mr St Pe. 

'More vulnerable' 
Well before Hurricane Katrina, an ambitious $14bn programme was put forward to restore the Louisiana wetlands through a series of river diversions and other projects. 

One of its chief proponents was Len Bahr, adviser to the Louisiana state governor. 

"We didn't get the funding we needed, we didn't move fast enough," he told the BBC News website. 

"Now a lot of money will no doubt be spent. It is my great hope that it is spent not just to rebuild the city I love, but to invest significantly in the natural system which creates an apron of marshes, barrier islands and coastal forests, that provide tremendously efficient energy absorption from marine forces." 

Navigating an effective coastal restoration programme through the notoriously rocky waters of Louisiana politics and special interest groups will not be easy. And there is another problem. 

Katrina and Rita themselves dealt a severe blow to the remaining wetlands as the marsh grasses were smashed up and overwhelmed by the storm surges. 

Carlton Dufrechou of the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation said, "We lost in excess of 30 sq miles (78 sq km) of our coast just during the 36 hours of Hurricane Katrina, and it will be very very difficult to restore that coastline. 

"Each time we lose more coastline that makes New Orleans and the metropolitan area much more vulnerable to storm surges. The levees are now more vulnerable than they were prior to Katrina because we have less wetlands protecting them." 

____________________________________________________________________________

El Universal (Venezuela):  Agua potable, grave problema para Cozumel y Holbox 

Justo May Correa / Corresponsal  
Cancún, Quintana Roo 
 30 de octubre de 2005 

A una semana del paso de Wilma, se conoció que la isla de Holbox no tendrá líquido entubado por seis meses, al destruir por completo el huracán una línea de conducción 

A una semana del paso del huracán Wilma que devastó esta región, la isla de Cozumel sigue sin agua potable en vista de que la falta de energía eléctrica tiene paralizados 150 pozos, de los cuales 85 están listos para reanudar su operación, informó Luis Fernando Dorantes López, gerente de la Comisión de Agua Potable y Alcantarillado (CAPA) del gobierno del estado en la zona norte de Quintana Roo.
Asimismo, al menos 90 por ciento de Cancún tiene agua en sus tuberías, pero todavía no la recibe el cien por ciento de los consumidores porque 20 de 40 cárcamos de rebombeo continúa sin energía eléctrica, manifestó.

Por su parte, la isla de Holbox, municipio de Lázaro Cárdenas, no tendrá líquido entubado por seis meses, al destruir por completo el meteoro la línea de conducción que parte del macizo continental en Chiquilá hacia ese lugar, indicó.

En cambio, en la ciudad Cancún el fluido eléctrico ya se restableció 64 por ciento; 100 por ciento en el aeropuerto internacional y 50 por ciento en la zona hotelera, dio a conocer Arturo Escorza, superintendente de la Comisión Federal de Electricidad (CFE).

Ahora, la CFE ha enfocado sus baterías a las depauperadas colonias populares, donde fue mayor el daño en las redes eléctricas, según expresó Escorza.

Dijo que en Cancún participan en la restauración unos dos mil 200 trabajadores electricistas.

Por cierto, comenzó por fin a aliviarse el desabasto en la isla de Cozumel con la llegada del primer ferry desde el paso del huracán Wilma por la región hace una semana.

Una "panga" de Transcaribe partió desde Calica, en el macizo continental, cerca de Playa del Carmen, con 39 unidades transportando perecederos, combustible y gas, así como postes de concreto y equipos de la Comisión Federal de Electricidad (CFE), Teléfonos de México y de la Comisión Nacional del Agua (Conagua), con lo que buscarán agilizar la recuperación.

Con relación al abasto de agua potable, Luis Fernando Dorantes detalló que en la isla de Cozumel hay 150 pozos que no están energizados y esperan el restablecimiento del fluido para empezar a trabajar; el agua de entrega en pipas a los consumidores.

Es imprescindible el fluido eléctrico para poder iniciar el suministro de agua a las redes, porque son muchos pozos en las zonas de captación y si éstos no tienen resuelto su problema de captación, simplemente no tendrán agua para distribuir, precisó.

Hay 85 pozos dispuestos para reanudar su operación en cuanto entre la luz, para así reanudar inmediatamente el rebombeo a las redes de agua potable.

En el caso de Isla Mujeres, explicó, la línea submarina no registró daños y recibe agua mediante una planta de emergencia que rebombea el líquido desde Punta Sam. En la distribución en la isla también intervienen plantas de emergencia; la normalidad en este aspecto llegará con el restablecimiento de la energía eléctrica.

De momento, una parte de la gente recibe el agua en sus tuberías; otros van a los tanques de almacenamiento y otros más reciben el líquido en pipas, comentó.

De igual manera, Dorantes informó que se destruyó totalmente la línea de conducción de agua potable que va desde el macizo continental de Chiquilá a la isla de Holbox, en el municipio de Lázaro Cárdenas, y la construcción de una nueva requerirá de seis meses, por lo que será necesario enviar agua por medio de buques.

Playa del Carmen ya tiene restablecido el servicio de agua potable y de drenaje sanitario con plantas de emergencia, agregó.

En cuanto al agua potable en Cancún, el gerente de la Comisión de Agua Potable y Alcantarillado (CAPA) en la zona norte de Quintana Roo informó que a una semana del paso de Wilma 90 por ciento de la ciudad de Cancún ya tiene agua potable en sus redes de distribución, pero todavía no llega a los consumidores porque 20 de 40 cárcamos de rebombeo que imprimen presión no tienen energía eléctrica.

"Las tuberías ya tienen el volumen de agua para abastecer a los consumidores de Cancún, pero la presión es insuficiente; la CFE está trabajando en ello fuertemente, y en la medida en que se restablezca el fluido se incrementará la presión, hasta alcanzar los niveles de antes del huracán", explicó Dorantes.

Luego dio a conocer que el 55 por ciento de los cárcamos de rebombeo de aguas negras están nuevamente electrificados; 45 por ciento funciona con plantas de emergencia enviadas por la Comisión Nacional del Agua, que también dotó oportunamente con plantas potabilizadoras que han ayudado en gran medida a enfrentar la emergencia.

La operación de estas plantas, agregó, es particularmente importante, porque al reanudarse el abasto de agua potable entubada a los domicilios la gente empieza a descargar aguas negras a las redes; entonces, se atiende con cuidado también este aspecto, a fin de estar en condiciones de recibir y conducir los líquidos de desecho hasta las plantas correspondientes, para su tratamiento e inyección al subsuelo.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (UK): Satellite data reveals Beijing as air pollution capital of world
Jonathan Watts in Beijing
31 October  2005

As it gears up to host the 2008 Olympic Games Beijing has been awarded an unwelcome new accolade: the air pollution capital of the world.
Satellite data has revealed that the city is one of the worst environmental victims of China's spectacular economic growth, which has brought with it air pollution levels that are blamed for more than 400,000 premature deaths a year.

According to the European Space Agency, Beijing and its neighbouring north-east Chinese provinces have the planet's worst levels of nitrogen dioxide, which can cause fatal damage to the lungs.

An explosive increase in car ownership is blamed for a sharp rise in unhealthy emissions. In the past five years the number of vehicles clogging the capital's streets has more than doubled to nearly 2.5m. It is expected to top the 3m mark by the start of the Olympics in 2008.

Alarm about the perilous state of the environment has gathered pace in recent years. China is the world's second-largest producer of greenhouse gases, and the World Bank has warned it is home to 16 of the planet's 20 most air-polluted cities.

According to the European satellite data, pollutants in the sky over China have increased by about 50% during the past 10 years. Senior officials warn that worse is still to come. At a recent seminar Zhang Lijun, deputy director of the environmental protection agency, said that pollution levels could more than quadruple within 15 years unless the country can slow the rise in energy consumption and automobile use.

A recently published study, conducted by the Chinese Academy on Environmental Planning, blamed air pollution for 411,000 premature deaths - mostly from lung and heart-related diseases - in 2003. It said that a third of China's urban residents were exposed to harmful levels of pollution. More than 100 million people live in cities, such as Beijing, where the air is considered "very dangerous".

The political implications are also becoming more apparent. Health concerns, particularly regarding cancer and birth defects thought to be caused by chemical factories, have been a major factor in a recent wave of protests. Conservation groups say acid rain falls on a third of China's territory and 70% of rivers and lakes are so full of toxins they can no longer be used for drinking water. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Nouvel Observateur: Pollution aux hydrocarbures sur la Côte d'Azur 
24.10.2005


TOULON (AP) -- Une pollution aux hydrocarbures a été découverte dimanche matin entre Beaulieu-sur-Mer et Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat dans les Alpes-Maritimes. Environ 7.000 m2 de littoral ont été atteints par des boulettes d'hydrocarbure provenant probablement d'un dégazage en haute mer il y a plusieurs semaines, et poussées vers la côte par le vent. 
"Il s'agit d'une pollution de moyenne importance qui ne justifie cependant pas la mise en place du Plan Polmar Terre", a souligné le lundi après-midi Françoise Souliman, directrice du cabinet du préfet des Alpes-Maritimes. 
Une enquête préliminaire pour pollution marine a été ouverte par le parquet de Nice, a de son côté annoncé Christian Estrosi, président du conseil général des Alpes-Maritimes et ministre délégué à l'Aménagement du territoire lors d'une conférence de presse à Beaulieu-sur-Mer. 
L'enquête a été confiée à la gendarmerie maritime, précise-t-on de sources judiciaires. 
Des prélèvements d'hydrocarbures ont été réalisés et les gendarmes devaient "scruter" les photos satellitaires de la zone maritime afin de tenter d'identifier le navire susceptible d'avoir effectué le dégazage à l'origine de cette pollution. 
Alertés par le Crossmed de Toulon, les douaniers avaient été les premiers à constater le phénomène dimanche matin en milieu de matinée à bord de leur vedette. 
L'hélicoptère "Dragon VI" de la Sécurité Civile et les hélicoptères "Super-Frelon" et "Dauphin SP" de la Marine nationale ont par ailleurs effectué des rotations aériennes alors qu'en mer, plusieurs navires s'efforçaient de jauger l'étendue de la pollution. 
La reconnaissance aérienne a permis de localiser au moins quatre nappes de 7 à 800 mètres de long et de 20 mètres de large. 
Lundi, une soixantaine d'hommes ont été mobilisés afin de procéder au nettoyage des plages. La Force 06, le corps départemental fort de 184 hommes destiné à lutter contre les catastrophes devait renforcer lundi après-midi les équipes de nettoyage. 
Selon la préfecture maritime de la Méditerranée, le bâtiment anti-pollution "Carangue" de la Marine nationale a appareillé de Toulon vers Beaulieu-sur-Mer lundi en fin de matinée afin de parer à toute éventualité. AP

_____________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde: En Pennsylvanie, Charles Darwin devant le tribunal
29.10.05 


Le procès sur les théories de l'évolution, qui se tient depuis début octobre au tribunal fédéral de Harrisburg, en Pennsylvanie, pourrait avoir des conséquences importantes sur l'enseignement aux Etats-Unis dans les prochaines années. Il est souvent comparé à celui de 1925 dans le Tennessee, quand le professeur John Scopes avait été accusé d'apprendre illégalement à ses élèves que les hommes descendent d'un organisme unicellulaire et, comble de l'horreur, sont parents du singe. John Scopes avait perdu et payé une amende de 100 dollars.

Mais l'affaire avait eu un retentissement considérable dans le pays, et avait finalement abouti à éjecter la religion des cours de science. Quatre-vingts ans plus tard, le combat est le même. Cette fois pourtant, la communauté scientifique fait face à un adversaire plus redoutable qui utilise et retourne contre elle le langage de la science.

Le procès a pour point de départ la décision du conseil scolaire de la région de Dover, une zone rurale à l'ouest de Philadelphie, d'enseigner aux élèves lors des cours de biologie une deuxième thèse concurrente de la théorie de l'évolution de Charles Darwin, le "dessein intelligent" (Intelligent Design ).

La théorie est présentée comme une alternative, mais dénoncée par les scientifiques comme le dernier avatar du créationnisme. Elle a reçu des renforts de poids. Pour s'attirer les bonnes grâces des conservateurs, George Bush a estimé cet été que les deux "écoles de pensée " devaient être expliquées aux enfants.

"IGNORANCE"
Mais huit familles de la région de Dover en ont décidé autrement. Elles ont saisi un tribunal fédéral et demandent à la justice de déclarer que le "dessein intelligent" n'est pas une théorie scientifique. Les parents d'élèves invoquent le premier amendement de la Constitution des Etats-Unis, qui stipule qu'aucune loi ne peut promouvoir une religion. Depuis la fin du mois de septembre, les débats font rage. Plus d'une vingtaine d'Etats attendent la décision du tribunal pour s'attaquer ou non à l'enseignement de la théorie de Charles Darwin.

"Le débat sur l'évolution expose une fracture fondamentale de notre société" , souligne Michael Ruse, qui enseigne la philosophie des sciences à l'université de Floride et est l'auteur du livre The Evolution Creation Struggle ("le combat entre l'évolution et la création"). "Il n'y a aucun doute sur le fait que les gens qui défendent le "dessein intelligent" sont déterminés et disposent de moyens considérables" , ajoute-t-il. Pour eux, la vie humaine est trop complexe pour être uniquement le fruit de la sélection naturelle. Dieu serait la source de la création.

C'est ce qu'a soutenu devant le tribunal de Harrisburg Michael Behe, professeur de biochimie de l'université de Pennsylvanie, insistant sur les failles et les contradictions de la théorie de l'évolution. "Je suis parvenu aux conclusions du dessein intelligent en me fondant sur des facteurs théologiques, logiques et scientifiques" , a-t-il déclaré. "C'est ce qu'un philosophe décrirait comme l'argument de l'ignorance  , lui a répondu le biologiste Kenneth Miller, de la Brown University. "Parce que nous ne comprenons pas quelque chose, nous assumons que nous ne le comprendrons jamais et, du coup, nous invoquons un créateur surnaturel" , ajoute-t-il.

VISION BIBLIQUE
Le "dessein intelligent" se garde bien de reprendre les récits de la Genèse pour ne pas se faire l'apôtre d'une seule religion, mais avance l'idée que l'évolution est guidée par un être supérieur. "J'accepte de discuter des limites de la science. Mais le conseil scolaire de Dover présente une croyance religieuse comme solution de rechange" , souligne Alan Leshner, directeur de l'Association américaine pour l'avancement des sciences. "Il s'agit d'une simple adaptation du créationnisme pour le rendre légal" , ajoute-t-il.

Avant le "dessein intelligent", l'autre grand rival du darwinisme s'appelait le créationnisme. Mais il a disparu après une décision de la Cour suprême, en 1987, considérant que cette vision biblique ne pouvait pas être enseignée puisqu'elle est religieuse.

Pourtant, depuis près de vingt ans, l'opinion publique a beaucoup changé aux Etats-Unis. Une majorité d'Américains penche aujourd'hui du côté des religions et de George Bush plutôt que de celui des scientifiques.

Selon un sondage effectué par l'institut de recherche Pew en juillet, près de deux Américains sur trois (64 %) sont favorables à l'enseignement du créationnisme ou du "dessein intelligent" en plus de la théorie de l'évolution. 

Et pas moins de 38 % des personnes interrogées souhaitent que l'on élimine tout simplement Charles Darwin de l'école pour mettre l'accent sur le rôle de Dieu. La décision du tribunal de Pennsylvanie ne devrait pas être connue avant le mois de décembre.

____________________________________________________________________________
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UN-UNEP in the news

Desertification is a world problem, says UN official

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The problem of desertification in Africa is a global phenomenon which must be solved by the international community, according to the Executive Secretary of the UN Convention against Desertification, Hama Arba Diallo. He told journalists at the 7th UN conference on desertification, in the Kenyan capital, that after the Rio de Janeiro summit on the environment, it was realised that the entire world and not just Africa suffered from desertification. According to Paris-based Centre for International Action on desertification, CARI, more than 30 percent of the soil in the United States are affected by degradation, while in Spain, 32 percent of the land area is threatened by desertification. "Climate changes are a factor that aggravates desertification, but developed countries, responsible for air pollution do not want to hear about this cause and effect relationship for fear of having to pay compensation," Diallo, a Burkinabe, charged. He, however, said the UN had succeeded in attracting world attention on desertification in Africa and the need to fight it since the coming into force in 1996 of the UN Convention on Desertification. "Since 1994, developing countries have been fighting for funds for desertification control programmes, but it was not until 2002 in Johannesburg (South Africa), during the world summit on sustainable development, that a decision was taken to create a desertification and deforestation component at the level of the Global Environment Fund (GEF)," Diallo said. "For the countries affected by desertification, this is a big success." He said his organisation received three years ago, a donation of one million US dollars from the Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, for projects aimed at fighting poverty, adding that one obvious consequence of desertification was migration. The UN agency which initiated the Nairobi meeting that ended Friday, plans a conference on "Youth and Desertification," in Bamako, Mali next year.

Fin de la conférence de Nairobi sur la désertification  

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - La septième conférence des parties de la Convention des Nations unies sur la lutte contre la désertification (CCD) prend fin ce vendredi, après cinq jours de travaux pendant lesquels les délègues se sont surtout focalisés sur le financement de la Convention de l'ONU pour combattre la désertification et sa mise en oeuvre. Les délégués venus des 191 Etats parties à cette convention, ont également débattu jeudi, de l'intégration des ONG dans le programme de travail officiel de la Conférence des parties, examiné l'état d'avancement de la préparation de la célébration de 2006 comme Année internationale des déserts et de la désertification, de même que le programme de travail pour la prochaine rencontre. L'Algérie qui avait proposé l'adoption de cette année internationale, souhaite accueillir une conférence de haut niveau sur le thème ''la protection des déserts et la lutte contre la désertification'' en vue d'amener le monde à prendre davantage conscience de la gravité du phénomène. Le Secrétaire exécutif de la Convention, le Burkinabé Hama Arba Diallo, a souligné, au cours d'une séance sur le thème ''les facilitateurs et les obstacles à l'application de la CCD'', la nécessité de permettre aux ONG d'accéder au processus décisionnel concernant la mise en application de l'accord international engageant tous les signataires à combattre le phénomène de la désertification. La représentante de la Confédération des ONG d'environnement d'Afrique centrale, Jacqueline Nkoyok, a présenté un exposé dans lequel elle propose de mettre l'accent sur la dimension économique de la protection environnementale en Afrique en vue de faciliter la mise en oeuvre du CCD. Les participants ont également insisté sur l'importance de la promotion des savoirs traditionnels, suggérant même, l'élaboration d'un programme de travail axé sur les pratiques durables de gestion des terres dégradées. Le Pr. Mohamed Badraoui, chef de la délégation marocaine et directeur de la lutte contre la désertification au Haut Commissariat aux Eaux et Forets du Maroc, a indiqué vendredi matin à la PANA, que ''les pays en développement ont beaucoup insisté au cours de la conférence, sur l'urgence d'assurer une propriété intellectuelle aux savoirs traditionnels utilisés dans la lutte contre la désertification''. La rencontre a aussi plaidé pour la facilitation de l'accès aux résultats de la recherche, l'échange d'expériences et la reconnaissance du rôle capital des agriculteurs dans la lutte contre la désertification.

UNEP sounds alarm over looming water conflicts
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - African countries sharing large water masses face increasing tensions and instability arising from competition for water among their various communities, a UN senior official warned here Monday. UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said African lakes were suffering from acute environmental destruction and the continent faced imminent economic losses estimated at US$37 billion in lost recreational value from freshwater masses. Research carried out by the UN body and a US university said the countries faced increasing tensions and instability as rising populations compete for life's most precious resource, water. "Sustainable management of African lakes remains a key responsibility in the continent's fight against poverty and towards attainment of internationally agreed developmental goals by 2015," Toepfer said. African lakes are facing the pressure of environmental degradation like in Lake Songor in Ghana, which is under the pressure of intensive salt production. River Zambezi is also threatened by what the UNEP calls the "extraordinary changes" as a result of the building of the Cabora Basa dam. Lake Chad, according to UNEP has also shrunk by 90 percent. Toepfer said African water bodies continued to face "increasing" tensions and instability amidst its growing population struggling for its sustenance, adding, the continent's populace "must" heed to the warnings the images portend to avert looming dangers. UNEP has launched an African lakes atlas, bringing into sharp focus the dramatic and damaging environmental changes affecting Africa's water bodies and the alarming toll on its negative effects continues to cause great concern. Speaking at the launch of the Lake Basin Management Initiative report during the 11th World Lakes Conference in Nairobi, Toepfer said the new African lakes atlas painted "dramatic and damaging" environmental changes whose toll on water masses continues to cause great concern.http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng097335&dte=31/10/2005
UNEP launches African lakes atlas

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) Monday launched an Atlas of African Lakes here at the opening session of the 11th World Lakes Conference. The conference, which is being held in Africa for the first time, will span five days and has attracted over 500 delegates. Titled "One Planet, Many People: Atlas of our changing Environment", the atlas provides a comprehensive visual presentation on changes in the global environment. It focuses on environmental issues like effects of urbanization, consequences of energy consumption, endangered species, habitat loss and diversity, State of global water resources and coastal areas and land use practice and global land cover changes. The Atlas brings into focus dramatic, and in some cases damaging, environmental changes sweeping Africa's lakes. Produced by UNEP, the atlas compares amazing satellite images of the past few decades with current ones. According to the UNEP executive director Klaus Topfer, natural and man- made impacts bring extensive deforestation around Lake Nakuru in Kenya and lakes in other parts of Africa. Satellite measurements detailing the falling water of the Victoria are also mapped, he added. "I hope the highlighted images of Africa's lakes will galvanize delegates at this conference to greater action to conserve and restore crucial water bodies," Topfer said. He also hoped the images would "ring warning bells" around the world that to overcome poverty and meet the agreed development goals by 2015, management to Africa's lakes must be part of the equation. "We face increasing tensions and instability as rising population compete for life's most precious resources," he noted.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng097331&dte=31/10/2005
Scientists speak of threat to Africa's lakes

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The World Lakes Conference, a weeklong international forum on the conservation and management of lakes, opened here Monday with heightened concern expressed over the future of lakes in Africa. The scientists attending the 11th World Lakes Conference expressed fears over the rate at which Africa's major lakes were losing water, with the continent's main water sources receding at an alarming rate. They also decried the deteriorating water quality, blaming it on human activity, weak governance and legislations and inadequate environmental programmes. The participants, who included water experts from governments, civil society and non-governmental organizations, warned that the increase in adverse human activities could see the lakes destined for extinction in a few years. Kenyan Water and Irrigation minister Martha Karua told the opening session: "The rapid population growth of the riparian communities and a corresponding expansion of urban centers that discharge high loads of untreated industrial waste and sewage into the lakes are the major causes of the deterioration of our lakes." "Reconciling these competing claims on our natural resource heritage and achieving a balance between natural ecosystem and agricultural production within our river basins will be critical," she noted.  The experts warned that Africa's leading lakes such as Lake Victoria, Lake Tanganyika, Lake Malawi, Lake Chad and Lake Tana in Ethiopia, risk becoming swamps in the near future unless holistic efforts to save them from extinction were undertaken. The conference is expected to spell out a list of actions to improve the efficient use of water for food production while safeguarding ecosystems, considering that water catchments have been severely degraded to the detriment of the survival of lakes. Meanwhile, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer has called on African governments to back investments in environment in order to eliminate poverty and deliver economic development. Toepfer said the continent would not solve water problems without proper environment management, adding: "To invest in the environment is the best investment to overcome poverty. You cannot solve the water problems without the protection of our forests". The UNEP chief called for more efficient management of the world's "valuable and scarce" water supplies to balance the agricultural needs of producing food with the imperative of safeguarding the environment. Nobel laureate Prof. Wangari Maathai, in remarks at the opening session, called for the sustainable management of natural resource to avoid conflicts in future. "If we do not sustainably manage our water resources, whether Trans- boundary or internal, there is bound to be conflict but the community of nations speaking now, will ensure that such conflicts are averted through equitable distribution of water resources," said Maathai, who is also Kenya's assistant minister for environment. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng097323&dte=31/10/2005
General Environment News

Traditional Medicines Could Help African Environment

SciDev.Net (London): Growing plants used in traditional medicines could rescue Africa's driest regions from total soil degradation and provide much-needed income and healthcare for the rural poor, said the World Bank in a report published last week (27 October). It says the global market for traditional medicines and the plants they are derived from is worth about US$65 billion, partly because of demand for plants used as raw materials in Western medicines. Being able to capture even one per cent of this -- US$650 million -- would mean a significant injection of cash for Africa's arid regions, says Warren Evans, the World Bank's director of environment. Millions of people in sub-Saharan Africa struggle to make a living from arid land that not only gets little rain but also has been damaged by overgrazing, deforestation and poor irrigation practices. According to the report, growing medicinal plants "can help check runoff and erosion, control flooding, purify water, and protect against wind". The report identifies 38 plants that could grow in dry conditions. One is a type of acacia tree that is the source of 'gum arabic', used to treat inflammation of the throat and stomach. Sudan's dry savannas are a major source of the gum, whose global market is worth US$90 million.  The report stresses the need for growing indigenous plants. Although non-native plants might hold more commercial promise, it says, they could threaten the local biodiversity. http://allafrica.com/stories/200510311032.html
Nakivubo Shrinks As Government Looks On

New Vision (Kampala): HOPES for swift conservation measures to protect Nakivubo swamp have faded. Efforts to secure the huge swamp from encroachers and turn it into a reserve have been undermined by bureaucracy within government authorities and lack of cooperation from Kampala City Council (KCC). The wetland at the mouth of Lake Victoria protects the lake from the heavily polluted Nakivubo channel carrying effluent and faecal matter from the City. "With this swamp left intact, it would be cheaper to clean water entering the lake and prevent adverse health impacts," says Joseph Ogwal, a ministry of environment official. But according to a report authored by the assistant commissioner in charge of wetlands, Paul Mafabi, the swamp has been reduced to only 20% of its original area estimated at 4.8 square kilometres thirty years ago. The government recognized that Nakivubo is priceless when it started an initiative to give it a higher protection status "strict nature reserve" that would help preserve the ecology of the swamp within six months. But according to a team that visited Nakivubo last week, a three-year delay to accomplish the "mission" of declaring it as a reserve has proved disastrous for the swamp. The grim implication of this lapse is that wastes are getting into the lake and closer to the Gaba Water Works located a stone's throw from Murchison Bay. The conversion of the swamp into alternative land uses makes the swamp lose its potency. Meanwhile, the real danger lies in the failure by KCC to reticulate (split the channel like the finger of the hand) the Nakivubo Channel. However, solid waste, including polythene bags, in the channel, now runs straight into the lake without getting filtered.  Nakivubo is one of the swamps that have been earmarked to showcase the successful story of wetland conservation in the country at the meeting organized in November at Munyonyo under the auspices of the Ramsar Convention. http://allafrica.com/stories/200510310537.html
State Moves to Ban Plastic Bags

Mmegi/The Reporter (Gaborone): The cabinet has approved government plans to ban the use of plastic bags in shops, the director of sanitation and waste management has said. "Thin plastics will be banned and replaced by thick ones which will be sold. Government is about to finalize the banning of plastic regulation," Chomi Matale said during a presentation at a media workshop on the Waste Management Act at Boipuso hall. "The issue passed through cabinet and was passed to the department of trade." The Botswana Bureau of standards (BOBS) would be engaged to determine the quality of plastic to be used. The workshop was aimed at informing the media about sanitation, pollution and waste management and the law. Issues discussed at the workshop included waste management policies pertaining to sanitation and pollution. The department of sanitation and waste management regulates and ensures appropriate disposal of waste. It is also entrusted with powers to monitor trans- boundary movement of waste. Presenters from the department of sanitation and waste management highlighted the worldwide trans-boundary movement and disposals of hazardous waste known. The Botswana government is not a signatory to the Basel Convention which regulates trans-boundary waste. "Government intends to be a signatory to this convention after having instituted the obligatory regulations and measures to implement the articles of the conventions," a report on Botswana Strategy for Waste Management says. The Basel Convention came into being in the late 1970s following concern that wastes are being exported from industrialized nations for cheap disposal in developing countries. http://allafrica.com/stories/200510310910.html
West African energy ministers adopt power pool articles

Accra, Ghana (PANA) - ECOWAS Ministers of Energy ended a one-day meeting in Accra late Friday with the adoption of articles of agreement for the West Africa Power Pool (WAPP), it was revealed here Sunday. The WAPP document will be presented to the next session of the Council of Ministers and the Summit of Heads of State for Endorsement and adoption, respectively, says a news release obtained in Accra. When adopted, it will enable the effective take-off of the WAPP Organisation as an international institution with the responsibility to operate in favour of the bulk electric transmission system and also ensure the reliability of the entire region's power supply, consistent with the objective of the WAPP project. The WAPP project was adopted in 1999 by regional leaders as a means of reducing the collective vulnerability of member states to power shortages. The articles of agreement seek to institute an inclusive governance structure for the WAPP, its organization and functions, as well as allowing for the participation of private power entities. This is expected to establish a good framework of co-operation among its members to ensure improved efficiency of power supply in Member States and increased access to energy for Community citizens. The articles of agreement will assist in the implementation of the revised Energy Master Plan, which is structured to promote economies of scale through integrated development of the strategic generation and transmission infrastructure. 

Rendez-vous en 2006 pour lLes ministres de l'Energie d'Afrique centrale

Yaoundé, Cameroun (PANA) - La 5ème session du Conseil des ministres du Pool énergétique d'Afrique centrale (PEAC) a pris fin tard samedi à Yaoundé sur plusieurs recommandations, selon un communiqué publié à l'issue des travaux. La réunion a notamment recommandé un effort dans le recouvrement des contributions auprès des Etats et des sociétés membres, la poursuite des négociations de financements auprès des bailleurs de fonds et la mise à la disposition du secrétariat du PEAC des études de faisabilité pour les projets prioritaires d'électrification transfrontalières des localités. Outre l'élaboration du budget 2006 du PEAC, les ministres ont demandé la finalisation des termes de référence du forum sur le financement du marché de l'électricité de l'Afrique Centrale avant fin novembre prochain, ainsi que l'élaboration d'un manuel de procédures financière et comptable à l'échéance de février- mars 2006. Par ailleurs, les ministres ont décidé de la tenue en mars/avril 2006 du Forum sur le financement du marché de l'électricité en Afrique Centrale à Yaoundé. Le ministre camerounais de l'Energie et de l'Eau, Alphonse Siyam Siewe, s'est réjoui que cette rencontre ait permis de consolider les ambitions du PEAC que sont la satisfaction de la demande existante et à venir de l'électricité, l'offre aux sociétés d'électricité d'un marché régional porteur et surtout l'attraction de nouveaux investisseurs notamment les industries "énergétivores" qui trouveront dans la sous-région des avantages compétitifs. La prochaine session du Conseil des ministres du PEAC se tiendra en juillet prochain à Luanda, en Angola.

Kenyan group blames govt over destruction of wetlands

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A Kenyan lobby group has attributed the rapid destruction of wetlands in the East African country to the lack of a comprehensive land use policy. According to the Kenya Land Alliance (KLA), this has led to the cultivation of fragile and ecologically unstable land that cannot sustain the increased cultivation being undertaken. KLA has also expressed concern over the invasion of Kenya's wetlands and forestland by small-scale farmers and livestock owners thereby encouraging deforestation and an increased arid and semi-arid lands (ASAL) acreage. The criticisms are contained in KLA's October publication "The Land Update" which laments that desertification was slowly taking root in the country with the drying up of many rivers being experienced. The report adds that unless the trend was reversed, Kenya could lose some of its economic stability when the land fails to sustain agriculture, tourism and other economic activities. It could also give rise to the soaring of poverty levels as famine could become more pronounced, the publication warns. The report urges the government put in place a legal framework to protect wetlands and forests while ensuring that adequate measures are taken to encourage afforestation.

AU involvement needed in preservation of migratory birds

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Participants at the just ended meeting on environment in Dakar have urged the African Union (AU) to participate in efforts to preserve migratory birds. At the end of the four-day meeting on Thursday, the participants appealed to Senegal to seize the African Union on their request. They expressed confidence that Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade can rally the AU to their cause.
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 SECURITY COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY CALLS ON SYRIA TO DETAIN SUSPECTS IN HARIRI  MURDER                                                                     

The United Nation Security Council today unanimously called on Syria to    

 detain Syrian suspects identified by an independent probe into the         

 terrorist assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and 

 clarify all unresolved issues, holding out the possibility of "further     

 action" in the case of non-compliance.                                     

 At a special ministerial-level session, the 15-member body adopted a       

 resolution endorsing the findings of the UN International Independent      

 Investigation Commission (UNIIIC) into the assassination. Resolution 1636  

 took note "with extreme concern" of the UNIIIC's conclusion that "while    

 the Syrian authorities have cooperated in form but not substance with the  

 Commission, several Syrian officials tried to mislead the Commission by    

 giving false or inaccurate information."                                   

 The resolution called on all States to prevent the entry or transit of     

 suspects designated by the Commission or the Government of Lebanon and to  

 freeze all assets of such person on their territory. It took this action   

 to assist the investigation and "without prejudice to the ultimate         

 judicial determination of guilt or innocence of any individual."           

 The measures will stay in place until "all the investigative and judicial  

 proceedings relating to this terrorist attack have been completed" unless  

 the Council decides otherwise. The Council also set up a committee to      

 register the individuals concerned, remove anyone who is deemed to be no   

 longer a suspect, and approve exceptions such as travel for religious or   

 humanitarian purposes.                                                     

"Syria's continued lack of cooperation to the inquiry would constitute a   

 serious violation of its obligations under relevant resolutions," the      

 Council said, insisting that Syria "not interfere in Lebanese domestic     

 affairs, either directly or indirectly, refrain from any attempt aimed at  

 destabilizing Lebanon, and respect scrupulously the sovereignty,           

 territorial integrity, unity and political independence of this country."  

 The Council requested UNIIIC to report back on the progress of its         

 inquiry, including Syria's cooperation by 15 December or earlier if it     

 deems that such cooperation does not meet the resolution's requirements,   

 "so that the Council, if necessary, could consider further action."        

The resolution determined "that any involvement of any State in this       

 terrorist act would constitute a serious violation by that State of its    

 obligations to work to prevent and refrain from supporting terrorism."     

 The Council resolved that Syria must detain "those Syrian officials or     

 individuals whom the Commission considers as suspected of involvement in   

 the planning, sponsoring, organizing or perpetrating of this terrorist     

 act, and make them fully available to the Commission."                     

"The Commission shall have the authority to determine the location and     

 modalities for interview of Syrian officials and it deems relevant to the  

 inquiry," it declared.                                                                                                                                 

 In an interim report earlier this month the Commission, headed by German   

 prosecutor Detlev Mehlis, determined that "converging evidence" pointed at 

 both Lebanese and Syrian involvement in the 14 February assassination of   

 Mr. Hariri, in which 22 other people also died.                            

 The Council endorsed Secretary-General Kofi Annan's extension of the       

 Commission's mandate until 15 December and decided to extend it further if 

 so recommended by the Commission and requested by the Lebanese Government. 

The assassination led to renewed calls for the withdrawal of all Syrian    

 troops and intelligence agents who had been in Lebanon since the early     

 stages of the country's 1975-1990 civil war, and the UN reported that      

 Syrian troops were withdrawn in April.                                     

* * *                                                                      

ANNAN APPEALS TO ZIMBABWE TO LET UN HELP HOMELESS AFTER GOVERNMENT REJECTS  AID                                                                        

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appealed to the Government in Zimbabwe  

 to allow the United Nations to provide humanitarian assistance to the      

 country after the authorities rejected the world body's aid amid reports   

 that tens of thousands of people there are still homeless and in need of   

 help.                                                                      

 "The Secretary-General remains deeply concerned by the humanitarian        

 situation in Zimbabwe," his spokesman said, citing reports of continued    

 suffering months after the eviction campaign that began in May 2005.       

Mr. Annan reacted with dismay to a decision by the Government to reject    

 offers of UN assistance. In an official communication, the Minister of     

 Local Government, Public Works and Urban Development stated "that there is 

 no longer a compelling need to provide temporary shelter as there is no    

 humanitarian crisis" and claimed that Government interventions have        

 addressed the most urgent shelter needs, according to the spokesman.       

 The Government's position stands in stark contradiction to the findings    

 contained in a report by the Secretary-General's Special Envoy on Human    

 Settlements Issues in Zimbabwe, Anna Tibaijuka, as well as most recent     

 reports from the UN and the humanitarian community. "A large number of     

 vulnerable groups, including the recent evictees as well as other          

 vulnerable populations, remain in need of immediate humanitarian           

 assistance, including shelter," spokesman Stephane Dujarric stressed. He   

 added that there is "no clear evidence" that subsequent Government efforts 

 have significantly benefited these people.                                                                                                             

 The Government's decision to decline assistance comes despite extensive    

 consultations on relief efforts between the UN and the authorities.        

 With the impending rainy season threatening to worsen the living           

 conditions of the affected population, the Secretary-General made a strong 

 appeal to the Government of Zimbabwe to "ensure that those who are out in  

 the open, without shelter and without means of sustaining their            

 livelihoods, are provided with humanitarian assistance in collaboration    

 with the United Nations and the humanitarian community in order to avert a 

 further deterioration of the humanitarian situation," his spokesman said.  

 * * *                                                                      

 SECURITY COUNCIL CONDEMNS WEEKEND TERRORIST BOMBINGS IN NEW DELHI          

 The United Nations Security Council today strongly condemned the series of 

 deadly bomb attacks that shook New Delhi, India, on Saturday and urged all 

 countries to cooperate with the country's authorities to bring those       

 responsible to justice.                                                    

"Terrorism in all its forms and manifestations constitutes one of the most 

 serious threats to international peace and security, and that any acts of  

 terrorism are criminal and unjustifiable, regardless of their motivation,  

 wherever, whenever and by whomsoever committed," the Council said a        

 statement read out on behalf of the members by Foreign Minister            

 Mihai-Razvan Ungureanu of Romania, which currently holds the rotating      

 presidency of the 15-member body.                                          

 "The Security Council stresses the importance of bringing the              

 perpetrators, organizers, financiers and sponsors of these reprehensible   

 acts of violence to justice," he said, urging all States, in accordance    

 with their obligations under international law and the Council's           

 counter-terrorism resolutions, to "cooperate actively with the Indian      

 authorities" towards this end.                                             

 The statement reiterated the Council's determination "to combat all forms  

 of terrorism, in accordance with its responsibilities under the Charter of 

 the United Nations."                                                       

* * *                                                                      

 GENERAL ASSEMBLY DESIGNATES HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY                      

The United Nations General Assembly (GA) today adopted a resolution        

 designating 27 January Holocaust Remembrance Day, and urged all nations to 

 develop ways to keep the memory alive so that future generations will help 

 prevent similar acts of genocide.                                          

Introduced by Israel, and co-sponsored by some 90 Member States, the       

 resolution rejects any denial of the period in time as an historical       

 event, urges States to develop educational programmes that will instruct   

 future generations about the horrors of genocide, and condemns all         

 manifestations of religious intolerance, incitement, harassment or         

 violence against persons or communities based on ethnic origin or belief.  

 Jan Eliasson, President of the GA said that the memory of the Holocaust    

 must be "a unifying historic warning around which we must rally; not only  

 to recall the grievous crimes committed in human history but also to       

 reaffirm our unfaltering reserve to prevent the recurrence of such         

 crimes."                                                                   

 The Israel Representative to the UN, Dan Gillerman said that the Holocaust 

 "brought us face to face with the full extent of man's capacity for        

 inhumanity to his fellow man," and that it served as a "critical impetus"  

 for the development of human rights, the drafting of landmark              

 international conventions on Genocide, and the very establishment of the   

 UN.                                                                        

 In addition to establishing "International Day of Commemoration to honour  

 the victims of the Holocaust," the resolution also calls for actively      

 preserving the sites of the Holocaust, including Nazi death camps,         

 concentration camps, forced labour camps, and prisons, and to establish a  

 UN programme of outreach and mobilization on Holocaust remembrance and     

 education.                                                                 

January 27, 1945 is currently officially recognized as a day of            

 remembrance for Holocaust victims in several countries, including the      

 United Kingdom, Italy and Germany, because it marks the day when an        

 advancing Soviet army liberated the largest Nazi death camp,               

 Auschwitz-Birkenau, in Poland.                                             

 "As the generation of Holocaust survivors and liberators dwindles, the     

 torch of remembrance, of bearing witness, and of education must continue   

 forward," Mr. Gillerman said.                                              

 * * *                                                                      

 UN HUMAN RIGHTS EXPERTS WELCOME US INVITATION TO GUANTANAMO BAY BUT SEEK  MORE ACCESS                                                                

 The five independent experts of the United Nations Commission on Human     

 Rights undertaking a joint study on the situation of detainees in          

 Guantanamo Bay Naval Station today welcomed an invitation by the United    

 States to visit the base while cautioning that they cannot accept the      

 condition that denies them private interviews with the detainees.          

 "We cannot accept the exclusion of private interviews with detainees as    

 this would not only contravene the Terms of Reference for Fact-finding     

 missions by Special Procedures but also undermine the purpose of an        

 objective and fair assessment of the situation of detainees held at the    

 Guantanamo Bay," the group said in a joint statement. Special Procedures   

 are set up by the Commission on Human Rights, from which the experts, who  

 are unpaid and serve in an independent personal capacity, derive their     

 mandates.                                                                  

 "We are sure that the US government will fully understand and finally      

 agree that UN investigators are not in a position to accept the sort of    

 guided tour to Guantanamo have been arranged in the past for the members   

 of Congress and media representatives," Manfred Nowak, the Special         

 Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or   

 punishment, told a press conference at the United Nations Headquarters.                                                                                

 Mr. Nowak also pointed out that Washington has granted private interviews  

 with detainees to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and  

 to the detainees' defence lawyers.                                         

"We are confident that the US Government, which attaches great importance  

 to the principles of independent and objective fact finding, will          

 understand our position," the group said in its joint statement.                                                                                       

 The group has agreed to other conditions set by the US Government "in a    

 spirit of compromise," including limiting the visit to one day, Mr. Nowak  

 said. The date envisaged for the visit is 6 December.                      

 The initiative dates back to June 2004, when the group of special          

 rapporteurs joined their efforts to examine the situation of detainees     

 held in Guantanamo Bay, which includes aspects involving different         

 mandates.                                                                  

 In addition to Mr. Nowak, the members of the group are: Leandro Despouy,   

 Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, Paul Hunt,   

 Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the        

 highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, Asma Jahangir,  

 Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, and Leila Zerrougui,  

 Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention.        

 * * *                                                                      

 ANNAN CALLS FOR COMPREHENSIVE AID TO POST-CIVIL WAR CENTRAL AFRICAN   REPUBLIC                                                                   

With Central African Republic (CAR) "gradually returning to a path of      

 peace, economic recovery, reconstruction and sustainable development,"     

 United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is calling for comprehensive   

 joint assistance from the country's development partners.                  

 "The socio-economic and financial situation of the Central African         

 Republic remains difficult," he says in his latest report to the Security  

 Council on the country. He recommends that existing cooperation frameworks 

 and the consolidated appeals process be strengthened "to provide grater    

 support to the country's economic recover efforts and to prevent any       

 deterioration in the socio-economic situation."                                                                                                        

 Since development is inextricably linked to security, an improvement in    

 the interior and in the border areas is needed for stability in the        

 Central African Republic, he says.                                         

 Development assistance will come from the Committee of Foreign Partners,   

 Mr. Annan says, comprising China, France, Germany, Russian Federation, the 

 United States, the Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa       

 (CEMAC), the Multinational Force of the Central African Economic and       

 Monetary Community (FOMUC), the International Organization of la           

 Francophonie, the UN Peacebuilding Support Office in CAR (BONUCA), the     

 European Union (EU), the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator and the  

 World Bank.                                                                

 The UN Resident Coordinator should coordinate the aid mechanisms, bearing  

 in mind the newly elected Government's priorities, which include immediate 

 streamlining of finances, rehabilitation of the basic infrastructure       

 destroyed during the mutinies and politico-military crises which were the  

 source of instability past, and the modernization of several sectors, he   

 says.                                                                      

* * *                                                                      

 UN NUCLEAR WATCHDOG REVIEWS ANTI-TERRORISM ACTION, VERIFICATION IN GENERAL  REPORT                                                                     

 Few activities of the United Nations International Atomic Energy Agency    

 (IAEA) have undergone so major an expansion in so short a period as its    

 security programme against nuclear terrorism, but at the same time the     

 array of challenges facing it in the area of non-proliferation is          

 unprecedented, IAEA chief Mohamed ElBaradei told the General Assembly      

 today.                                                                     

 Stressing the Agency's activities in nuclear security and protection       

 against nuclear terrorism, Mr. ElBaradei noted that in the four years      

 since the 11 September, 2001, attacks against the United States, the       

 Agency has conducted more than 100 nuclear security field missions. Some   

 1,500 individuals from all regions have received IAEA training in measures 

 related to preventing nuclear and radiological terrorism.                  

 "The results are tangible: strengthened physical protection at nuclear     

 facilities; recovery and enhanced security for hundreds of high intensity  

 radioactive sources; increased security awareness among responsible        

 national officials; better cooperation among international law enforcement 

 organizations; enhanced detection capabilities at border crossings; and    

 improved preparedness for responding to incidents," he said.               

 On nuclear verification, the termination of inspections in the Democratic  

 People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), the investigation of clandestine        

 nuclear programmes in Iran and the discovery of illicit nuclear            

 procurement networks are among issues that "have put the spotlight on an   

 unprecedented array of challenges to the non-proliferation and arms        

 control regime."                                                           

Other factors include the failure to reach agreement at the 2005 nuclear   

 Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference in May.                   

Priorities for the coming years cited by Mr. ElBaradei include:            

 universalizing the additional protocol that affords expanded rights of     

 access; normalizing safeguards in Iraq; bringing the DPRK back to the NPT  

 regime; providing the required assurances about Iran's nuclear programme;  

 and continuing to investigate the nature and extent of the illicit         

 procurement network.                                                       

 In addition to addressing the security threat angle of IAEA's mandate, the 

 Director General's report covered the full panoply of the Agency's         

 activities from health to agriculture to energy production.                

 He highlighted the Programme of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT) to help   

 developing countries by mobilizing more resources to address personnel,    

 infrastructure, technology and training needs in radiation therapy.        

 Austria, he noted, had approximately one radiotherapy machine for every    

 270,000 people, while in most African countries the ratio is about one     

 machine for every 10 million people, and some have no facilities at all.   

 In food and agriculture the use of isotopes and radiation continues to     

 yield rich results. In Peru, for example, a harsh local environment        

 characterized by depleted saline soils and high altitudes has caused many  

 crops to fail, but radiation mutation to create new varieties of barley    

 and rice has increased productivity and income.                            

As for energy production, Mr. ElBaradei noted that the past few years have 

 seen a considerable change in attitudes. "Fast growing global energy       

 demands, an increased emphasis on the security of energy supply, and the   

 risk of climate change are driving a renewed consideration of nuclear      

 power," he said.                                                           

* * *                                                                                                                                                  

 UN PEACEKEEPING MISSION AIDS DR OF CONGO NATIONAL ARMY TO MOVE REBELS FROM EAST                                                                       

 As the national army of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) began a 

 two-week operation today to clear thousands of heavily armed Rwandan Hutu  

 rebels from the densely forested Virunga National Park in the east, the    

 United Nations peacekeeping force (MONUC) took up positions to secure the  

 cleared areas.                                                                                                                                         

 Five camps belonging to militias in North Kivu province were cleared in    

 the operation's first stage and about 15 militia combatants were captured  

 or surrendered, according to MONUC.                                        

 It is the first time the Kinshasa Government has used force against the    

 rebels from neighbouring Rwanda since the expiration a month ago of a      

 deadline for all foreign armed groups to leave the country. The Government 

 recently stepped up the pressure on the groups in the run-up to DRC's      

 first presidential elections in 45 years, due before June of next year.    

The drive involves 2,000 Congolese troops, with support from 500 UN        

 peacekeepers, against an estimated 5,000 Hutu rebels, according to Col.    

 Mayank Awasthi, the UN military spokesman in North Kivu province.          

"Foreign rebels must first leave Congo for peace to return to eastern      

 Congo," he said, while adding: "The rebels are heavily armed. They have    

 machine guns, rockets and mortar launchers. They are well-organized and    

 difficult to disarm."                                                      

 Thousands of ethnic Hutus from Rwanda fled to eastern Congo after taking   

 part in the 1994 genocide of more than 800,000 ethnic Tutsis and moderate  

 Hutus. They then took up arms against the Tutsi-dominated government that  

 had taken power in Rwanda and began fighting from DRC bases. Some of the   

 rebels now fear reprisals if they return home.                             

 Rwanda invaded DRC twice to hunt down the rebels and in 1998 sparked a     

 five-year war in eastern DRC that drew in six African nations and killed   

 an estimated 4 million people not only directly, but also from a lack of   

 food and health services.                                                  

 An estimated 15,000 Rwandan Hutu rebels still remain at large in DRC along 

 with 30,000 dependents, mostly their wives and children. The poorly paid   

 DRC soldiers have repeatedly failed to hunt them down.                     

 According to their peacekeeping mandate, UN troops can fire only if they   

 are attacked, or if a civilian population is under threat.                 

 * * *                                                                      

 UN, PARTNERS TO CONVENE CONFERENCE AIMED AT FORGING GLOBAL APPROACH TO   BIRD FLU                                                                   

Several United Nations agencies and their partners will be holding a       

 special conference next week in Switzerland to discuss a worldwide         

 concerted approach to deal with the threat of an avian flu pandemic,       

 according to the UN World Health Organization (WHO).                       

 The meeting will focus on how to control the source of bird flu among      

 animals while simultaneously preparing for a pandemic influenza, officials 

 said. Member States, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the media   

 are expected to attend from 7 to 9 November in Geneva, where delegates are 

 expected produce an agenda for action to combat the deadly H5N1 flu.       

Progress, gaps and redundancies will be clarified, and responsibilities    

 assigned for assisting affected countries and those at risk, WHO said.     

 Participants are expected to come away from the conference, entitled "The  

 H5N1 Agenda: Towards a global strategy," with the means to identify and    

 prioritize the financial requirements for combating the flu.               

Also organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World   

 Organization for Animal Health and the World Bank, the meeting is one of   

 the latest attempts in a series of country, regional and international     

 meetings to clarify the H5N1 challenge in many parts of the world.         

 There have been more than 121 reported human H5N1 cases so far, 62 of them 

 fatal, all in South-East Asia. So far, those who contracted the disease    

 were apparently in contact with infected birds, and there has been no      

 evidence so far of the disease's spread between humans. Some 140 million   

 domestic birds have died or been culled in an effort to curb the spread.   

 The so-called Spanish flu pandemic of 1918-1920 is estimated to have       

 killed from 20 million to 40 million people worldwide.                     

 * * *                                                                      

ANNAN URGES BOLIVIAN POLITICAL PARTIES TO RESOLVE DIFFERENCES QUICKLY AND  HOLD ELECTIONS                                                             

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged all social and     

 political sectors of Bolivia to reach a solution to the political impasse  

 so they can hold elections as planned on 26 December, his spokesman said.  

"The Secretary-General is following closely the political developments in  

 Bolivia, and expressed concern about the critical junction the country is  

 going through," Stephane. Dujarric said.                                   

Mr. Annan also offered the help of the UN in finding solutions to the      

 challenges Bolivia is facing, he added.                                    

The elections are the result of a decision made this July by Bolivia's     

 Parliament to hold presidential, vice-presidential, parliamentary and      

 prefecto (regional gubernatorial) elections in December.                   

That decision followed civil unrest and growing political opposition which 

 caused the resignation of then-President Carlos Mesa, and the interim      

 appointment in June of Eduardo Rodriguez to the post by the Bolivian       

 congress and senate.                                                       

* * *                                                                      

 SUDAN: UN CONDEMNS REPORTED KILLING OF DE-MINERS BY UGANDAN REBELS         

 The United Nations special envoy to Sudan condemned the killing of two     

 Swiss de-miners in an alleged ambush in South Sudan today by the Lord      

 Resistance Army (LRA).                                                     

 The two men, employees of the Swiss Foundation for Mine Action, were       

 driving along the Juba-Nimule road in a three-vehicle convoy when they     

 were stopped by three men, ordered out of the vehicle, and killed. The two 

 following vehicles turned around and took refuge in the Sudanese Armed     

 Forces camp farther south.                                                 

 The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Sudan, Jan Pronk,  

 expressed his outrage at the “cowardly” killings and urged a speedy        

 investigation into the circumstances of the attack, to identify the        

 perpetrators, and to bring them to justice.                                

 The slain workers were under the employ of the UN World Food Programme (   

 WFP), and were assigned with clearing vital roads of mines in the area to  

 ensure the safety of returnees, and the use of the roads by the UN and its 

 partners, the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) said. Preliminary reports        

 indicate that two armed Sudanese Army soldiers were also wounded during    

 the interchange.                                                                                                                                       

 Mr. Pronk also called on the Sudanese Government and the Government of     

 South Sudan to exert every effort to ensure the safety and security of all 

 humanitarian workers, and to expedite joint action to contain small armed  

 groups still active in South Sudan, including the LRA.                     

 Security continues to be an issue of concern in South Sudan with banditry  

 and looting in the area, said UNMIS which has been reporting a growing     

 tension there since the middle of September. On 25 October, the UN High    

 Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Anto·nio Guterres told reporters that    

 the security situation in the country had deteriorated sharply, with aid   

 workers increasingly the focus of attacks, seriously hampering             

 humanitarian workers. UNMIS also reported on 19 October the continued      

 extortion and forced conscription of returnees by local militias in the    

 war-torn country.                                                          

 * * *                                                                      

 UN POPULATION FUND SETS UP PROGRAMME FOR MOTHERS IN DROUGHT-STRICKEN NIGER 

 A new programme will help pregnant and nursing women in Niger, a           

 drought-stricken, locust-ravaged West African country with one of the      

 world’s highest maternal death rates, with food and anti-malarial          

 supplies, as well as safe child delivery services, the United Nations      

 Population Fund (UNFPA) says.                                              

 UNFPA said it has obtained foodstuffs, such as cereals, lentils and oil    

 from the UN World Food Programme (WFP), iron and folic acid supplements    

 from the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and Vitamin A from the                

 non-governmental organization (NGO) Helen Keller International.            

Each woman visiting a health centre for prenatal, delivery and postnatal   

 care will receive 50 kilogrammes of cereals, 10 kilogrammes of lentils and 

 5 kilogrammes of oil, as well as a mosquito net to prevent malaria, which  

 can cause severe anaemia in pregnant women and contribute to the low birth 

 weight of their children.                                                  

Pregnant women and nursing mothers are among the groups considered most at 

 risk from Niger’s food crisis, with more than 261,000 women in need of     

 emergency care, UNFPA said late last week.                                 

 According to the UN Development Programme’s (UNDP) Human Development       

 Report 2005, Niger’s women suffer a maternal mortality rate of 1,600 per   

 100,000 live births, compared to the country with the lowest rate in the   

 world, Norway, with 16 per 100,000, and the country with the lowest rate   

 in sub-Saharan Africa, Cape Verde, with 150 per 100,000 live births.       

UNFPA said it has provided about $50,000 for the reproductive services     

 initiative and helped raise more than $25,000 more from the NGO Rotary     

 International.                                                             

* * *                                                                      

 PAKISTAN: LACK OF FUNDS MAY FORCE UN AGENCY TO GROUND VITAL QUAKE AID  CHOPPERS                                                                   

Little more than three weeks after Pakistan’s worst-ever earthquake, the   

 United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) may be forced to ground its      

 relief helicopters, the sole lifeline for hundreds of thousands of         

 survivors cut off by landslides, within the next two weeks due to lack of  

 funds to fly them, the agency warned today.                                

“It is extremely worrying that the international community – which was so  

 generous after the Indian Ocean tsunami – has so far failed to come up     

 with an adequate response to this crisis,” WFP Regional Director for the   

 Middle East, Central Asia and Eastern Europe, Amir Abdulla, said.          

 WFP has so far received less than 10 per cent of the $100 million needed   

 to deploy 30 transport helicopters to move food aid and other humanitarian 

 supplies to villages and communities scattered in the rugged mountains of  

 northeast Pakistan and Pakistan-administered Kashmir area devastated by   the 8 October quake.                                                       

With an extremely harsh winter forecast and already approaching, snow will 

 soon cut off more areas ravaged by the disaster, which has already killed  

 more than 50,000 people, injured some 74,000 others and left over 3        

 million more homeless. Helicopters are becoming more and more essential as 

 landslides continue to block many access roads.                            

 “It is tragic that when we have the expertise and technical capacity to    

 ensure that most of the survivors get their basic food needs through       

 winter, we cannot reach them because of a lack of funding,” Mr. Abdulla    

 said.                                                                      

 In an opinion piece in the Beirut newspaper Al-Hayat today, UN Emergency   

 Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland thanked the Gulf States and Turkey, “the    

 most generous donors in this crisis,” for their timely pledges of some     

 $500 million in bilateral assistance, but he noted that this was mostly    

 for reconstruction.                                                        

 “Immediate needs on the ground, however, remain enormous, prompting the UN 

 to nearly double the amount of its original emergency appeal. To save      

 lives, we must put first things first. Reconstruction aid, while valuable  

 and necessary, will not be of benefit in a year’s time if people die today 

 for lack of emergency assistance,” he wrote.                               

“Financial pledges will go furthest in saving lives if they are converted  

 immediately into cash, and channelled in close coordination with the UN’s  

 emergency appeal.”                                                                                                                                     

 WFP, which is in charge of organizing joint logistics for most of the      

 humanitarian agencies operating in the 28,000-square-kilometre quake area, 

 needs nearly $17 million a month to mobilize and operate aircraft, but so  

 far has received only $9.8 million.                                        

The cost of a giant Russian-made MI-26, the largest helicopter in the      

 world with a capacity to ferry 16 tons of supplies per flight at these     

 high altitudes, is about $11,000 per hour, excluding fuel and support      

 costs. WFP needs to operate five of these in addition to 22 smaller MI-8,  

 which each carry three tons of supplies.                                   

 But due to limited funding, the agency has only deployed eight MI-8s and   

 one MI-26, and has confirmed only an additional four MI-8's and one MI-26. 

 “As things stand, this operation could very well shut down in less than    

 two weeks,” WFP's Chief of Logistics Service Amer Daoudi said, appealing   

 for cash but also urging oil-producing countries to donate free fuel as an 

 in-kind contribution to this vital operation.                                                                                                          

 “With rising oil prices, the aviation fuel cost for a full operation for   

 one month amounts to $2.5 million. Oil producing countries and             

 particularly those close to Pakistan could do the quake victims a great    

 favour by providing us with fuel,” he said.                                

 For more details go to UN News Centre                                      
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Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Pragati Pascale, Spokesperson for the General Assembly President.

Briefing by Spokesman for Secretary-General
**Security Council
Following consultations this morning, the Security Council -- in a formal meeting that is still under way -- unanimously approved a resolution responding to the report issued by the International Independent Investigation Commission concerning the 14 February bombing in Lebanon, which killed former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, among others.  The Secretary-General was in attendance for today’s Council vote.

The resolution asks all States to prevent entry or transit through their territories to all individuals designated by the Commission or the Government of Lebanon to have been involved in the bombing, as well as imposes a freeze on all funds and financial assets held by such individuals.  It also asks Syria to detain Syrian officials or individuals that the Commission considers as suspects.

Today’s meeting is being presided over by the Foreign Minister of Romania, Mihai-Razvan Ungureanu, and 10 other Foreign Ministers are also participating, as well as four Permanent Representatives.

**Security Council - India
The Security Council, after the current meeting on Lebanon, also plans to hold a meeting to adopt a Presidential Statement concerning the weekend terrorist bombings in the Indian capital, New Delhi.  Council members had discussed that statement in this morning’s consultations.

** Statement Attributable to Spokesman on Zimbabwe
“Secretary-General Kofi Annan remains deeply concerned by the humanitarian situation in Zimbabwe.  The United Nations continues to receive reports that tens of thousands of people are still homeless and in need of assistance, months after the eviction campaign began in May 2005.

“He is particularly dismayed to learn that the Government of Zimbabwe’s Ad-Hoc Inter-Ministerial Cabinet Committee has rejected offers of UN assistance.  In an official communication, the Minister of Local Government, Public Works and Urban Development stated that there is no longer a compelling need to provide temporary shelter as there is no humanitarian crisis.  The Minister, in the same communication, also claims that Government interventions have addressed the most urgent shelter needs.

“The above statements directly contradict the report by the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy on Human Settlements Issues in Zimbabwe, Anna Tibaijuka, as well as most recent reports from the United Nations and the humanitarian community.  A large number of vulnerable groups, including the recent evictees, as well as other vulnerable populations, remain in need of immediate humanitarian assistance, including shelter.  Furthermore, there is no clear evidence that subsequent Government efforts have significantly benefited these groups.

“The Secretary-General notes the Government’s decision to decline assistance comes despite extensive consultations on relief efforts that ensued in the past months between the United Nations and the Government.  Meanwhile, the impending rainy season threatens to worsen the living conditions of the affected population.

“The Secretary-General is disturbed by the continued suffering and makes a strong appeal to the Government of Zimbabwe to ensure that those who are out in the open, without shelter and without means of sustaining their livelihoods, are provided with humanitarian assistance in collaboration with the United Nations and the humanitarian community in order to avert a further deterioration of the humanitarian situation.”

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman on Bolivia
“The Secretary-General is following closely political developments in Bolivia and expresses concern about the critical juncture the country is going through.

“The Secretary-General urges all political and social sectors to reach a solution to the political impasse regarding the necessary steps to hold elections in December 2005.

“The United Nations is ready to assist Bolivia in finding solutions to the challenges it is facing.”

**Statements Attributable to Spokesman on India , Côte d’Ivoire
And I have upstairs two statements we issued over the weekend.  One is on the Secretary-General’s reaction to Saturday’s bomb blasts in New Delhi, which he condemned, and he urged that those responsible be brought to justice as soon as possible.

The second deals with the Secretary-General’s call on all the Ivorian parties and their followers to refrain from any actions that might create tensions, and to remain committed to the ongoing process aimed at restoring lasting peace and stability to their country.

**South Asia Quake
Turning now to the earthquake in South Asia, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says that the prospect of a second humanitarian disaster continues to loom as thousands of injured people remain stranded in isolated mountainous areas, without food, shelter or sanitation.  It is especially concerned about people living above elevations of 5,000 feet.

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) may be forced to ground its relief helicopters as it lacks the funds to fly them.  The helicopters are the only means to reach hundreds of thousands of survivors cut off by landslides in the rugged mountains of northeast Pakistan and Pakistan-administered Kashmir.

** Sudan
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Sudan, Jan Pronk, condemns the killing today of two de-miners in an ambush allegedly perpetrated by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in southern Sudan.

Jan Pronk expresses his outrage at this cowardly attack that jeopardizes the efforts in clearing vital roads to ensure the safety of returnees and pave the way for economic reconstruction of southern Sudan.

He urges a speedy investigation to establish the exact circumstances of the attack and identify the perpetrators and bring them to justice.

Meanwhile, the UN Mission in the Sudan reports the situation in Darfur remains tense as banditry and looting continue in many parts.

** Iraq
We have upstairs a statement from the United Nations Mission in Iraq. Ashraf Qazi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Iraq, yesterday met with Iraqi Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari.  Qazi discussed with the Prime Minister the results of the referendum, UN support to the electoral process and the latest political developments.  They also discussed the recent visit of the Secretary-General of the Arab League to Baghdad, and the December elections.

On Saturday, Qazi had traveled to Kirkuk and met with many of the communities there.  During those talks, he had emphasized the importance of an inclusive participatory process among all communities in the region.

And we have a press release available upstairs.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
From the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, peacekeepers with that Mission are supporting soldiers from the national army of the country in an operation today, aimed at clearing Virunga National Park in the country's north-east of all armed groups and making it a weapon-free zone.

Militias there have been a cause of concern, having led to increased insecurity in the area and having also been taking part in illegal poaching and smuggling in the National Park.

Five camps belonging to militias were cleared today as part of the operation's first stage.  The results so far have been that approximately 15 combatants were captured or surrendered.

The operation is still in progress, and we expect a press release with more details later today.

** Central African Republic
The Secretary-General’s report on the Central African Republic is out as a document today.

In the report, the Secretary-General notes that the country is gradually returning to a path to peace, economic recovery, reconstruction and sustainable development.

These efforts, he says, require a comprehensive approach and joint action by all of the country’s development partners.  He encourages closer cooperation between the UN system and other multilateral and bilateral partners.

**Avian Flu
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO) today announced they will host an international conference in Geneva next week to set a global strategy to combat bird flu.

The meeting will bring together experts from Member States and NGOs to set policy on controlling the disease in birds, and preparing for any potential pandemic in humans.

The agencies also ask us to tell you the meeting is open to the media.  Registration details are in a press release upstairs.

We told you last week that David Nabarro, the United Nations Coordinator for the Fight Against Bird Flu, would be joining us at noon tomorrow.  His briefing has now been rescheduled for Thursday, following the Economic and Social Council’s Meeting on the Avian Flu.

**Art Exhibit
“Uniting Painting”, an exhibit by painter Ranan Lurie, will open tomorrow at 6:00 pm in the Visitors Lobby.

You can find out more in a note to correspondents on the racks.

*Press Conferences
At 12:30, the Foreign Minister of France, Philippe Douste-Blazy, will hold a press conference in this very room. [It was later cancelled.]

At 3 p.m., Manfred Nowak Special Rapportuer on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; Asma Jehangir, Special Rapportuer on freedom of religion or belief; and Leila Zerrougui, Chairperson of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, will brief on the response received from the US authorities on access to detention facilities at Guantanamo Bay.

And tomorrow at 1 p.m., the wife of United Nations Messenger of Peace Muhammad Ali, and Mike Fox, Chairman and CEO of the Ali Centre, will brief on the opening of the Muhammad Ali International Centre for education and communication in Louisville, Kentucky, on 21 November, and Shashi Tharoor will moderate that.

And at 2 p.m., the Japanese Mission will be sponsoring a press conference on the musical “Our Forest is Alive – Part III: Our Earth Charter”. 

And that’s it for me, any questions?

**Question and Answer
Question:  Prince Charles is expected to visit tomorrow, do you have any details, like what time he is coming? 

Spokesman:  Yes, we have all that upstairs.  I can give it to you up there.

Briefing by Spokesperson for General Assembly President
This morning, General Assembly President Jan Eliasson opened the plenary meeting with a statement on the terrorist attacks in New Delhi on Saturday, offering the Assembly’s deepest sympathy to the people and Government of India, and the Permanent Representative of India made a statement in reply.

The Assembly President also made remarks welcoming the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency and Nobel Laureate, Mohamed Elbaradei.  He stated that the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to the IAEA and Dr. ElBaradei “strengthens us in our belief that multilateralism is necessary in dealing with global threats and challenges”.  Dr. ElBaradei then introduced the report of the IAEA, on which a draft resolution has been tabled.

The plenary meeting will continue this afternoon, when the item on Holocaust remembrance will be taken up.  The Assembly President is expected to make a statement on the item, which we will circulate.  A draft resolution has been tabled, resolving that the United Nations designate 27 January as an annual International Day of Commemoration in memory of the victims of the Holocaust.

The Assembly President also spoke this morning at the annual parliamentary hearings held by the Inter-Parliamentary Union, which, this year, are focusing on the follow-up to the 2005 World Summit.

Tomorrow, informal consultations of the plenary on the Human Rights Council will be held in both morning and afternoon, to discuss rules and procedures, working methods and transitional arrangements for the new Council.

Any questions?  Thank you.
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