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Associated Press: U.N. Urges Cleanup of Iraq Waste Sites 
By UTA HARNISCHFEGER Associated Press Writer 

10.112005.

[also on MSNBC, The Guardian (UK), Seattle Post-Intelligencer, WTNH, Oregon Live, Times Picayune, The Ledger, Monterey County Herald,...)

GENEVA (AP) Thousands of contaminated industrial and military sites left over from wars in Iraq must urgently be cleaned up to stop them from further harming people's health and the environment, a U.N. agency said Thursday. 

The U.N. Environment Program, or UNEP, has assessed five contaminated sites during the past 18 months to train Iraqi specialists to detect the risks, analyze harmful chemicals and eventually clean up such sites. 

``We are still at the beginning,'' said Narmin Othman, Iraq's environment minister. ``We have thousands of polluted areas, and we need millions and millions (of dollars) to clean them up. The challenge now is to identify and assess all such areas of contamination in Iraq and systematically restore them.'' 

The sites include chemical and petrochemical factories, mines, military scrap-yards and sites polluted by depleted uranium. Almost all the sites have been repeatedly looted after they were destroyed or bombed during conflicts, including the 2003 U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, the 1991 Gulf War and the Iran-Iraq war of the 1980s. 

Leaking heavy metal wastes contaminate the soil, ground and drinking water, UNEP said. Children from nearby dwellings often play on such sites and touch or even ingest toxic materials, the agency noted. 

UNEP estimates it will cost about $40 million to tackle the operation's next stage, which includes cleaning up an additional 20 areas and assessing other sites, implementing environmental legislation, and buying back military scrap material. Most importantly, Iraq must build a hazardous waste treatment facility, UNEP said. 

One of the five sites recently assessed by UNEP a metal plating facility near Baghdad damaged by ground and air strikes in 2003 is believed to contain several tons of acutely toxic sodium cyanide, which is lethal at a dose of less than one ounce. 

``These are ... sites that have a history of contamination, all of which are linked to massive neglect,'' said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director. He said Iraq's lack of investment into environmental matters had further aggravated the situation. 

________________________________________________________________________

Al Jazeera: UN warns of Iraq environment threat
 
 11 November 2005 
Over 50 contaminated industrial and military sites across Iraq pose a threat to the environment and public health, the United Nations has warned.

A study of environmental "hot spots" in Iraq by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said close to $40 million is needed to clean up the damage.

It also warns that the destruction of Iraqi military arsenal is creating new contamination and hazardous wastes problems at scrap yards and munitions dumps. 

The UNEP has investigated five of the worst affected sites and will soon be embarking on a drive to clean up the highly polluted Al Quadissiya metal plating facility south of Baghdad. The hazardous wastes found there include several tonnes of cyanide compounds. 

A part of the $900,000 fund secured for cleaning up Al Quadissiya may also be used to detoxify another priority site - Al Suwaira pesticide warehouse complex 50km south east of the Iraqi capital. 

The five sites investigated are likely to be the tip of the iceberg in terms of environmental hot spots. 

The report points out that the country "has a significant legacy of contaminated and derelict industrial and military sites". 

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, said: "Wars, conflicts, instability and the poor environmental management of the previous regime have the left their scars on the Iraqi people and the Iraqi environment. If the country is to have a brighter and less risky future it is incumbent on the international community to help the authorities there deal with these pollution hot spots." 

Difficult challenges
Narmin Othman, the Iraqi Environment Minister, said: "Iraq faces a number of environmental challenges, some of them directly related to the conflict but many as a result of the years of lack of investment in environmental management." 

The assessments of the five sites was conducted in April 2005 funded by a contribution from the Japanese government to the United Nations Development Group’s Iraqi Trust Fund earmarked for UNEP. 

Some 30 experts from Iraq have been trained in assessment techniques at workshops in Jordan, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

Apart from the Al Qadissiya and Al Suwaira sites, the other three investigated hot spots are the Khan Dhari petrochemicals warehouse 30km west of Baghdad, Al Mishraq sulphur mining complex 50km south of Mosul, and the Ouireej military scrap yard 15km south of Baghdad.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: UN environment agency assesses five contaminated sites in Iraq 
Source: Xinhua Date: November 10, 2005 

GENEVA, Nov 11, 2005 (Xinhua via COMTEX) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said on Thursday that they have assessed five contaminated sites in Iraq to show Iraqi experts how to detect risks, analyze harmful chemicals and further detoxify and clean up such areas. 

One of the assessed sites was a metal plating facility located to the south of Baghdad, which was destroyed and looted during the 2003 Iraq war, It contains several tons of acutely toxic sodium cyanide and a large amount of other toxic materials. 

The other four sites include a pesticide storehouse, a chemical and petrochemical factory, a military scrapyard and a large sulfur mining plant, which are all near to Baghdad. 

There are thousands of contaminated industrial and military sites, which are severely harmful to nearby residents, especially children who often play on such sites and touch or even ingest toxic materials, said Iraqi Environment Minister Narmin Othman Hassan. 

Iraq plans to implement a new project on cleaning up the sites polluted by depleted uranium in south Baghdad in cooperation with the United Nations. And more importantly, Iraq needs to build a hazardous waste treatment facility, added Hassan. 

An estimated 40 million US dollars are needed to further assess and clean up other polluted sites, and enact environmental legislation in Iraq, noted the UNEP. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC:  UN warns on Iraq environment fate 

Derelict factories, military scrapyards and battle sites across Iraq pose a threat to the environment and to public health, the United Nations has said. 
The UN Environment Program has trained Iraqi specialists in detoxification, but says any clean-up could cost up to $40m (£23m). 

Chemical spills, unsecured hazardous material and widespread pollution by depleted uranium are among the issues. 

Without clean-up, heavy metals can poison ground water, causing illness. 

The Unep has examined five sites as part of its training efforts, and is concerned by the results. 

"There are hundreds, probably thousands of other sites with the need of assessment," said Mural Thummarukudy, Unep's manager in Iraq, who appealed for donations. 

String of wars 
Among the five sites already probed are a metal plating facility at al-Qadyissa that was bombed, looted and then demolished in 2003. 

Several tons of cyanide remain on the site, which is now an unsecured area used as a playground by local children. 

The other sites include an old sulphur mine, a munitions factory containing unexploded ordnance and an abandoned petrochemicals plant. 

Narmin Othman, Iraq's environment minister, said that some 311 sites were polluted by depleted uranium, the Associated Press reported. 

Many of Iraq's potential danger spots were either damaged or destroyed during the Iran-Iraq war of the 1980s, the 1991 Gulf war or the US-led invasion in 2003. 

In addition, many of the sites have been looted in recent years as insurgents and militias raid them for weapons and materiel, with little thought for potential environmental effects. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

El Pais: Un suicida causa al menos 35 muertos en un popular restaurante de Bagdad

El local, muy frecuentado por policías, estaba lleno de público a la hora del desayuno JALID AL ANSARY (NYT)  -  Bagdad
11.11.2005

El terrorista entró en el restaurante Al Qaduri de Bagdad a las 9.30 (dos horas menos en la España peninsular). Situado en el barrio comercial de Karrada, era uno de los lugares preferidos de policías, funcionarios y militares. Cuando el terrorista hizo estallar la bomba que llevaba adherida al cuerpo, Al Qaduri se encontraba repleto de gente: era la hora del desayuno después de un largo Ramadán. Al menos 35 personas resultaron muertas y otras 25 heridas. La organización de Al Qaeda en Irak, la misma que dice que atentó en Ammán, se atribuyó la acción.

"Antes del Ramadán, el restaurante recibió una amenaza y cerró durante dos meses", afirma Raad Soud, un vendedor de cigarrillos que tiene su puesto enfrente. Uday Muhammad, cuyo trabajo es cuidar el coche del dueño de Al Qaduri, asegura que trató de prevenir a siete personas de que no entraran porque acababan de recibir una nueva amenaza. Dos de ellos no le hicieron caso.

La explosión fue brutal y pudo oírse en varios kilómetros. Las paredes sirvieron para contener la onda expansiva y aumentar el daño en el interior. Los testigos aseguran que había sangre en el suelo, en las paredes y en el techo. Muchos de los cuerpos estaban caídos sobre las mesas y decapitados. La acera también tenía restos de sangre, cristales, yeso y madera. Los artificieros creen que el suicida llevaba, además del cinturón adhesivo, una bolsa con explosivos.

Una mujer que se aprieta contra la barrera policial pide entre sollozos permiso para entrar en el restaurante: "Sólo quiero saber si mi hijo está bien. Es uno de los empleados". El agente le pide que espere y se acerca en busca de noticias. Cuando regresa le dice que su hijo está en el hospital, pero cuando la mujer se va aliviada confiesa al periodista que está muerto.

La Organización de Al Qaeda en Irak, dirigida por Abu Musab al Zarqaui, ha asumido el atentado en un comunicado distribuido a través de Internet. En él asegura que la acción es una respuesta a la operación del Ejército estadounidenses contra la insurgencia en Qaim, cerca de la frontera siria. Esta organización asumió la autoría de los atentados de Ammán (Jordania). 

EE UU, que tiene en Irak a 150.000 soldados, espera que las elecciones legislativas del 15 de diciembre sirvan para cerrar el proceso de transición y dar estabilidad a Irak. El ministro británico de Exteriores, Jack Straw, no es tan optimista. En una entrevista que publica New Statesman confiesa no estar seguro de que la paz regrese a Irak antes de 10 años.

En la provincia de Kut, al sur de la capital, el Ejército iraquí descubrió ayer los cadáveres de 27 personas vestidos con ropa civil, maniatados y con los ojos vendados. Todos tienen un disparo en la cabeza. Otras 10 perdieron la vida y 20 resultaron heridas cuando un conductor hizo explotar su automóvil en el centro de Tikrit, la ciudad natal de Sadam Husein.

[Por otra parte, el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) informó ayer de que Irak necesita 40 millones de dólares para limpiar los "cientos o quizá miles" de zonas contaminadas por uranio empobrecido y otros productos químicos que se han detectado en su territorio. 

"La contaminación es producto de la guerra con Irán y la del Golfo, así como a los saqueos y a la falta de inversiones en el cuidado del medio ambiente durante muchos años", explicó el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer en una rueda de prensa en Ginebra, informa Efe.]

_____________________________________________________________________________

Forbes: Iraq faces 40 mln usd bill to clean up toxic, radioactive waste - UN 
10.11.2005

GENEVA (AFX) - Iraq faces a massive 40 mln usd environmental clean-up campaign to tackle the lethal toxic and radioactive legacy of more than two decades of conflict and neglect, a UN agency and Iraqi authorities said. 

Five sites near Baghdad, described by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) as 'the tip of the iceberg', have been identified for an initial clean-up, but there are thought to be thousands more. 

'There are thousands of polluted areas in Iraq, either from industrial or military pollution,' Iraq's environment minister, Narmin Othman, said at the launch of a UNEP assessment of environmental 'hotspots' in Iraq. 

The UNEP report highlighted the Al Qadyissa metal plating facility, bombed during the US invasion of Iraq, where several tonnes of cyanide pellets are scattered around a site that is accessible to children. 

Other immediate priority areas include pesticides and petrochemicals warehouses and a military scrapyard. 

Many of them have been contaminating farm land and drinking water, or are close to impoverished communities who looted sites without knowing the risks. 

The Ouireej site was a military ammunition dump. Two people have been killed by explosions and by poisoning during clean-up attempts there over the past two years, according to the report, which included pictures of children playing in the site. 

'Wars, conflicts, instability and the poor environmental management of the previous regime have left their scars on the Iraqi people and the Iraqi environment,' UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. 

A UNEP expert, Mu ralee Thummarukundy, said the five sites were not the worst cases of pollution but were chosen initially because of their proximity to local communities and security conditions. 

The report did not cover pollution caused by uranium-hardened shells used during tank battles or aerial bombardments in Iraq in 1991 and 2003. 

'We do not only have chemicals, we even have radiation. We have depleted uranium radiation, a good programme has identified 311 sites polluted by depleted uranium, especially in the south,' Othman told journalists. 

Toepfer said a separate project was being set up with British funding to train Iraqi experts to deal with depleted uranium, which was used to harden munitions. 

He declined to comment on the level of danger the depleted uranium might represent. 

Five key causes of severe pollution by chemicals and heavy metals were identified, ranging from the 1980 Iran-Iraq war, the two Gulf Wars, to years of environmental neglect under Saddam Hussein's regime and looting which spread contamination.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (South Africa): Radioactive legacy a threat in Iraq 

10.11.2005
Geneva - Iraq faces a massive 40 million dollar (about R264-million) environmental clean-up campaign to tackle the lethal toxic and radioactive legacy of more than two decades of conflict and neglect, a UN agency and Iraqi authorities said Thursday.

Five sites near Baghdad, described by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) as "the tip of the iceberg", have been identified for an initial clean-up, but there are thought to be thousands more.

"There are thousands of polluted areas in Iraq, either from industrial or military pollution," Iraq's environment minister, Narmin Othman, said at the launch of a UNEP assessment of environmental "hotspots" in Iraq.

The UNEP report highlighted the Al Qadyissa metal plating facility, bombed during the US invasion of Iraq, where several tons of cyanide pellets are scattered around a site that is accessible to children.

Other immediate priority areas include pesticides and petrochemicals warehouses and a military scrapyard.

Many of them have been contaminating farm land and drinking water, or are close to impoverished communities who looted sites without knowing the risks.

The Ouireej site was a military ammunition dump. Two people have been killed by explosions and by poisoning during clean-up attempts there over the past two years, according to the report, which included pictures of children playing in the site.

"Wars, conflicts, instability and the poor environmental management of the previous regime have left their scars on the Iraqi people and the Iraqi environment," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said.

A UNEP expert, Mu ralee Thummarukundy, said the five sites were not the worst cases of pollution but were chosen initially because of their proximity to local communities and security conditions.

The report did not cover pollution caused by uranium-hardened shells used during tank battles or aerial bombardments in Iraq in 1991 and 2003.

"We do not only have chemicals, we even have radiation. We have depleted uranium radiation, a good programme has identified 311 sites polluted by depleted uranium, especially in the south," Othman told journalists.

Toepfer said a separate project was being set up with British funding to train Iraqi experts to deal with depleted uranium, which was used to harden munitions.

He declined to comment on the level of danger the depleted uranium might represent.

Five key causes of severe pollution by chemicals and heavy metals were identified, ranging from the 1980 Iran-Iraq war, the two Gulf Wars, to years of environmental neglect under Saddam Hussein's regime and looting which spread contamination. - Sapa-AFP
____________________________________________________________________________

Japan Today: Thousands of sites in Iraq contaminated with hazardous waste: U.N.
[image: image1.png]


11.11.2005
GENEVA — Decades of war and the absence of environmental management have left thousands of industrial and military sites contaminated with hazardous waste in Iraq, posing health risks to the population, a U.N. report said Thursday.
An estimated $40 million is needed to identify and clean up contaminated sites in Iraq, including $22 million for the construction of a hazardous waste disposal facility, and to enact environmental legislation, according to the U.N. Environment Program report.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Latitud 2000: Medio ambiente es otra víctima inocente de la guerra
10.11.2005
Junto con el costo humano y económico que provocan las guerras, los recursos naturales y el medio ambiente son víctimas inocentes, dijo el secretario general de la ONU, Kofi Annan, con motivo del Día Internacional para evitar la Explotación del Medio Ambiente en conflictos armados. La reconstrucción y recuperación al finalizar los enfrentamientos es hoy foco de las actividades de la ONU.
Dijo que los recursos naturales son deliberadamente destruidos como táctica de guerra, pero más a menudo el medio ambiente sufre desproporcionadamente porque los combatientes se sirven de él para alimentos, medicina y materiales para hacer refugios.
En cuanto a los avances para su recuperación, el secretario general expresó que después de la guerra en la ex Yugoslavia, el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) logró limpiar cuatro lugares de Serbia y Montenegro contaminados con químicos.
Actualmente en Afganistán la UNEP ayuda a construir la Agencia de Protección Ambiental de ese país y ha realizado estudios post-conflicto para ayudar a centrarse en la rehabilitación de medios de subsistencia.
El diplomático se refirió a las marismas que separan a Irán e Iraq y que fueron completamente destruidas en 2002, con la consecuencia de que cientos de miles de árabes que vivían en la ciénaga tuvieron que abandonar su tradicional forma de vida.
"En cooperación con las comunidades locales, el 40 por ciento de los pantanos han sido re-inundados y 80 mil habitantes han regresado", agregó.
En opinión del secretario general, al ayudar a quienes han sido atrapados en conflictos a recuperar sus tierras y formas de vida, la mayoría de ellos se convierten en custodios de su medio ambiente.
Nosotros les damos las herramientas para construir las bases de una paz sostenible, que es su mejor defensa, dijo Annan.
Por último, llamó a todas las partes involucradas a redoblar sus esfuerzos para prevenir la explotación y la degradación del medio ambiente durante tiempos de guerra.
_____________________________________________________________________________

ATB: Iraq.- La ONU advierte de que miles de zonas industriales y militares de Iraq deben ser limpidas con urgencia

NUEVA YORK, 10 (ATB Y AGENCIAS)
Miles de zonas industriales y militares de Iraq deben ser limpiadas urgentemente para evitar que continúen perjudicando la salud de la población y el medio ambiente, según advirtió hoy la ONU.
El Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) ha dedicado los últimos 18 meses a analizar cinco zonas contaminadas en el país, pero esto es sólo una muestra, aseguró. 
"Existen cientos, probablemente miles, de sitios que deben ser estudiados", afirmó el gerente de operaciones de PNUMA en Iraq, Mural Thummarukudy. La ONU ha solicitado un fondo de 40 millones de dólares para poder iniciar las acciones correspondientes. 
Los motivos para la contaminación son variados, según explicó el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer. "La contaminación de determinadas zonas de Iraq se debe tanto a los efectos de las guerras con Irán (1980-1988), y del Golfo (1991 y 2003), como a los saqueos y a la falta de inversiones en el cuidado del medio ambiente durante muchos años", apuntó. 

El riesgo que implican todos los desechos químicos es que pueden pasar a los suelos y al agua, de allí a los animales y productos agrícolas, poniendo en peligro la cadena de alimentación. 
El informe no tocó el tema del uranio empobrecido --utilizado en armamento-- pero el ministro iraquí de Medio Ambiente, Narmin Othman, informó de que existen 311 sitios contaminados. 
La ONU identificó cinco regiones en las cuales efectuó los trabajos que contiene el informe. Cuatro están próximas a Bagdad, la capital, y otra se encuentra en Mosul (norte). 
Unos 20 millones de dólares servirían para iniciar en diciembre la limpieza de una fábrica de planchas metálicas en la provincia de Al Qadisiya, que fue bombardeada y saqueada en 2003. Allí se encuentran todavía varias toneladas de cianuro. También comenzarán las tareas en Al Suwarira, donde "existe un inmenso almacén de pesticidas", también atacado y saqueado en 2003.

Los otros tres puntos son: una planta petroquímica en Jan Dhari, una instalación para la explotación de azufre cerca de Mosul y un depósito de chatarra militar en Uireej.

____________________________________________________________________________
The People's Daily: Key points of sustainability report for Torino Winter Olympics 
The Torino Olympic Organizing Committee (TOROC) unveiled its new sustainability report aimed at making next year's Winter Olympics the greenest ever at the Sixth World Conference on Sport and Environment, which opened in Nairobi Wednesday. 

The Torino Sustainability Report is hailed as a milestone in the quest to make mass spectator events both entertaining and environmentally sound. The following are the key points of the strategy: 

-- Heritage Climate Torino (HECTOR) project designed to make the winter games carbon neutral. 

The organizers calculate that the 2006 Winter Olympics will generate the equivalent of just over 100,000 tons of carbon dioxide with the main sources of emissions coming from transport and the operation of the Olympic venues. 

The sister Paralympics will generate the equivalent of 15,000 tons of the greenhouse gas making the total emissions from both events just over 120,000 tons. 

Under HECTOR, these emissions will be offset via forestry, energy efficiency and renewable energy schemes both at home and abroad in line with the international climate change treaty, the Kyoto Protocol. 

For example, some local governments in Italy are financing renewable energy and sustainable energy projects. 

Employees of TOROC will, during the life of the games, generate an estimated 500 kg of greenhouse gases, which can be offset by buying carbon credits linked with a reforestation project in Mexico, renewable energy projects in Indian and Sri Lanka and an energy efficiency scheme in Eritrea. 

-- Water saving. 

Snow-making machines can consume large quantities of water. The construction of 20 new reservoirs holding 350,000 cubic meters of water had been originally proposed. 

However the organizers, in collaboration with the Province of Torino, were able to identify water-saving and other measures to reduce the scale of construction and thus minimize the impact on the landscape. 

Now only nine new water storage facilities, holding around 220,000 cubic meters, have been built. 

-- Management of sewage-related pollution 

Monitoring at the recent World Cup for cross-country skiing, which took place at Pragelato, and other locations scheduled to host Olympic events has indicated that potentially high levels of sewage-related pollution might arise. 

In order not to overload mountain water purification plants, the organizers plan to collect such wastes at sensitive sites and transport them to bigger metropolitan-based plants during the games. 

-- Minimizing the impacts of construction 

Extensive monitoring and rehabilitation has also been underway to minimize the impacts of construction at, for example, the ski jumping venues around Pragelato and the bobsleigh track at Cesana Pariol. 

Aerial photographs show that no new quarries have been opened and there has been no expansion of existing landfill sites as a result of these works. 

In addition, trees, new habitats and natural engineering works are incorporated in and around these construction sites in order to restore the fragile mountain ecosystems and landscapes. 

Restoration of ancient and old spring-fed fountains are also to be carried out in local mountain villages. 

-- Other measures "either completed, underway or planned" include: 

A waste materials plan to handle the anticipated increases in rubbish during the games; 

The development of eco-friendly buildings at, for example the new Olympic Village, and the use of pollution-free materials in their construction and an extensive sustainable transport plan. 

TOROC has adopted the International Standards Organization's 14001 standard alongside the European Commission's Eco Management and Audit Scheme to ensure the "continuous improvement in the environmental performance" of the organization. 

Sponsors of the games are to be subject to a voluntary "sustainability program" in which they agree to meet a set of ethical and environmental standards. 

TOROC has also instituted a green procurement policy which aims to source environmentally friendly products and services. 

It is also promoting the European Eco-label for hotels and helping them to secure this green mark. Olympic accommodation for athletes will also be subject to the Eco-label standards. 

The northern Italian city of Torino (also known as Turin) will host the upcoming Winter Olympics from Feb. 10-26, 2006. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Times (Pakistan): Italy plans carbon-neutral green winter Olympics 
11.11.2005

ROME: This winter’s Olympic games in Turin, Italy will be the most environmentally friendly ever, the organisers said on Wednesday, vowing it would have no net impact on climate change. 

With environmentalists keeping a close eye on the games for damage to local or global ecology, organising committee TOROC said it would invest in tree planting, energy efficiency and renewables to offset its carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions. 

“This is the first time that an Olympic event will be able to offset all the carbon emissions produced during the event,” Ugo Pretato, TOROC’s head of environmental programmes, said in a statement. Carbon dioxide, a by-product of combustion, is the main “greenhouse” gas blamed for trapping heat in the atmosphere and causing global warming. 

TOROC estimates that transport and other activities at the Games will generate 120,000 tonnes of the gas. By comparison, Italy emitted a total of 430 million tonnes of CO2 from combustion in 1999, according to United Nations figures. Environmentalists say that preparations for the Olympics, to be held next February, have already damaged the local environment by cutting swathes of Alpine forest to make new facilities, but TOROC says it is managing the local impact well. 

Along with the CO2 measures, it says it has improved water efficiency of snow-making machines and will truck tonnes of the additional sewage produced by athletes and spectators to urban treatment centres so it won’t choke small mountain facilities. The head of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) welcomed Turin’s efforts and said the organisers of the Beijing summer games of 2008 were set to sign an agreement on November 18 to respect environmental concerns. 

“In terms of the environment, the two organising committees are taking forward a green torch first lit at Lillehammer, Norway in 1994,” said UNEP head Klaus Toepfer who met members of TOROC at his headquarters in Nairobi. The environmental impact of Olympic games has become such a high-profile issue that the International Olympic Committee published a guide this week to help event organisers assess and reduce the damage they cause. reuters

_____________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: Le PNUE aidera la Chine à  préparer les Jeux olympiques 2008

NAIROBI, 9 novembre (XINHUANET) -- Le Programme des Nations unies  pour l'environnement (PNUE) a annoncÃ© mercredi Ã  Nairobi qu'il  signera le 18 novembre un accord avec le ComitÃ© d'organisation de  Beijing pour les Jeux olympiques 2008 (BOCOG) afin de promouvoir  conjointement les initiatives pour l'environnement.  

     "Le protocole d'accord vise Ã  aider Beijing dans ses  ambitieuses propositions pour les domaines allant de la pollution  de l'air, de l'eau et du bruit jusqu'au traitement des dÃ©chets  solides en passant par ceux du transport et du paysage" indique un communiquÃ© du PNUE.  

     Le PNUE aidera Ã©galement ce comitÃ© dans la campagne de  sensibilisation publique, dans l'espoir de laisser un legs solide  Ã  la Chine et aux habitants de Beijing en particulier, sur  l'importance de l'environnement pour un dÃ©veloppement durable,  selon le communiquÃ©.  

     En terme d'environnement, le BOCOG est en train de prendre des  mesures pour faire des prochains jeux d'Ã©tÃ© "une rÃ©fÃ©rence pour  les Ã©vÃ©nements respectant l'environnement et regroupant un grand  nombre de spectateurs partout dans le monde dans les prochaines  annÃ©es", a ajoutÃ© M. Toepder, directeur exÃ©cutif du PNUE.  

     Les Jeux olympiques verts, les Jeux olympiques de haute  technologie et les Jeux olympiques populaires sont les trois  concepts qu'utilise Beijing pour promouvoir les Jeux de 2008.  

     En conformitÃ© avec le concept de Jeux olympiques verts, le  gouvernement est en train de faire dÃ©placer les usines polluantes  hors de Beijing et de promouvoir des mesures pour Ã©conomiser l'eau dans les hÃ´tels au service des Jeux olympiques. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Japan Economic Newswire: U.N. to sign environmental agreement with Beijing Olympics

10.11.2005
A U.N. agency said Thursday it will sign an agreement with the Beijing Organizing Committee for the Olympic Games to promote clean air, smooth transit and waste disposal in the Chinese capital.

The U.N. Environment Program said that on Nov. 18 it will sign a memorandum of understanding as a way to leave a long-term impact on Beijing citizens, who face chronic pollution and gridlock during its ongoing construction boom.

The agreement will also cover noise pollution, water quality and landscaping, the UNEP said in a statement issued Wednesday in Nairobi and Lausanne. 

The agreement has no set monetary value and follows existing Beijing pre-games environmental plans for waste management and resource-limited purchasing.

U.N. agency officials will offer mainly technical expertise to the Beijing committee and help the committee with a public environmental awareness campaign, said Theodore Oben, the UNEP's sports and environment unit head in Nairobi.

'It's not what we will do for Beijing. It's what we'll do together,' Oben said. 'We are not going to come and change the change the plans that (Beijing) already has. We're going to support them and work with them to ensure the implementation of the plan.'

The public awareness effort should last beyond 2008, the UNEP said.

'It is hoped (awareness) will leave a lasting legacy among citizens in Beijing and China generally on the importance of the environment for long-lasting and enduring development,' the agency's statement said.

Beijing is using the slogan 'Green Olympics' to promote the 2008 Games, which will be a first for China.

'Green' means conservation of land, energy and basic resources, such as using two sides of every piece of paper, Beijing Organizing Committee publicity vice director Shao Shiwei said in August.

In keeping with the slogan, Beijing has been moving polluting factories out of the city and promoting water conservation at hotels that will host people during the games, the official Xinhua News Agency said Thursday.

The Torino Olympic Organizing Committee, which is putting together the 2006 winter games in Italy, released a report Wednesday to the UNEP on measures to promote eco-friendly hotels and conserve water when making snow. The UNEP is helping Torino set up a 'climate neutral' Olympics, Oben said.

'I am sure the measures both (cities are) undertaking will make the upcoming winter and summer games a crucial guide for environmentally friendly mass spectator events everywhere over the coming years,' UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said in the statement.
___________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua:Top Ethiopian athletes arrive in Nairobi for UN conference

11.11.2005

Ethiopia's Olympic champion and four-time world 1,500m champion Kenenisa Bekele and former world champion Berhene Adere arrived in Kenya on Thursday for the 6th World Sport and Environment Conference underway at the UN office in Nairobi. 

According to event's organizer Cheo Oben, the athletes will attend the conference on Friday and take part in the Relay for Life event that will take place in Nairobi's Kibera, the largest slum in sub-Saharan Africa on Saturday. 

The conference, which is jointly organized by the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) and the International Olympic Committee (IOC), is focusing on the linkages between sport, peace and environment. 

Over 300 heads of national Olympic committees, international sport organizations, UN agencies as well as sport stars will review the environmental activities of the Olympic Movement. 

Over the course of the three days, the participants will take part in panel discussions on key themes relating to sports, peace, environment, and sustainable development. 

Also attending the conference is member of the IAAF Athletes' Commission, Morocco's double Olympic gold medalist Hicham El Guerrouj, and retired sprinter Frank Fredericks of Namibia who among his many achievements was 1993 world 200m champion. 

The three-day meeting whose theme is "Sports, Peace and Environment" was officially opened by Vice President Moody Awori on Wednesday. 

____________________________________________________________________________

France Matin: Le sport et l'environnement veulent faire bon ménage

10.11.2005

 La 6e Conférence mondiale du Comité International Olympique sur le sport et l'environnement se déroulent jusqu'au 11 novembre 2005 à Nairobi, Kenya, au siège du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE). 

Cette édition fait suite à la conférence organisée à Turin, Italie, en décembre 2003, au cours de laquelle des délégués des cinq continents avaient échangé leurs expériences et leurs points de vue sur le développement durable dans et par le sport, et évoqué la façon de mieux promouvoir ce dernier afin de favoriser l'adoption de mesures concrètes. 

Cette sixième conférence a pour but d'analyser les progrès accomplis dans les domaines du sport et de l'environnement en général, et au sein du Mouvement olympique en particulier. À l'ordre du jour, plusieurs thèmes tels que le soutien apporté aux programmes d'action, la consolidation des partenariats, le développement et la recherche. Les participants évoqueront également des questions prioritaires en relation avec le sport et l'environnement, et discuteront des stratégies et principes directeurs applicables pour les deux prochaines années.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Capital FM (Nairobi): Ethiopian stars arrive for conference - 
By James Wokabi

10.11.2005

Olympic champion Kenenisa Bekele and former world champion Berhene Adere arrived in Nairobi on Thursday afternoon for the 6th World Sport and Environment conference at UNEP headquarters in Gigiri.

According to event’s organizer Cheo Oben, the three athletes will attend the conference on Friday and take part in the Relay for Life event that will start Kibera and end at the Sadili Oval club on Saturday.

 The three-day meeting whose theme is ‘Sports, Peace and Environment’ was officially opened by Vice President Moody Awori on Wednesday. 

Awori underscored the role of sports as an instrument of promoting international relations as well as enhanced national unity, peace and development.

 The Vice President also stressed the symbiotic relationship that exists between sports and environment saying that sportspeople had a duty to promote a friendly and secure environment as they relied on it for their success.

 He said irresponsible human activities continued to negatively affect the environment thus threatening sporting activities and cited global warming as having adversely affected sports such as skiing and ice-skating. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Nation (Nairobi): Bekele Arrives to a Hero's Welcome

11.11.2005
Kenenisa Bekele, the most decorated cross country runner in recent history arrived in Nairobi yesterday to a hero's welcome from Kenyan athletes.

Bekele announced he was extremely happy to visit Kenya for the first time, a country he described as having produced distance runners who have kept the flame of the sport burning.

"I always love visiting African countries but coming to Kenya is a dream come true," he said. 

He was flanked by Susan Chepkemei, who finished second in Sunday's New York Marathon, and Olympics 3,000 metres steeplechase champion Ezekiel Kemboi outside his hotel at The Stanley.

People passing by stopped to watch the spectacle created by press photographers. Many recognised Chepkemei as "the girl who won the marathon on Sunday."

Bekele is in Nairobi to attend the Sixth World Conference on Sport and Environment at the UNEP headquarters, which ends today.

Roger Milla expected

Also expected is the 1,500m world record holder and Olympics champion Hicham El Guerrouj and soccer legend Roger Milla of Cameroon.

Nobel Peace Laureate Wangari Maathai with the chairperson of Korea Culture and Tourism Policy Institute

Next time Bekele will be around could be at the 2007 world cross-country championships, if Mombasa's bid for them is accepted on Sunday in Moscow.

The 23-year-old said he would like to compete in Kenya while attempting a record sixth straight world title in the 12km race. He hopes Mombasa win the bid as this would help develop athletics in the continent.

Since bursting on the international scene in 2002, Bekele has achieved a feat previously thought impossible by winning the short and long course races.

He has also won the 10,000 metres world title twice (2003/05), the Olympics gold medal and broken the 5,000 metres and 10,000m world records, all at the expense of Kenyans.

Asked how he manages to beat Kenyans, Bekele said it is not always easy and he has to hard for it.

Chepkemei said athletes worldwide maintain a close relationship because they are all brought together by the love of the sport.

Soccer legend

Meanwhile, Roger Milla, one of the star attractions at the conference may not show up after organisers yesterday failed to confirm his participation.

"There has been a communication problem. We have not been able to reach him and cannot say whether he will be here or not," a conference official said.

Milla, who was originally expected yesterday, is in the list of sports superstars listed to attend the three-day conference.

Namibia sprint star Frankie Fredricks arrived on Wednesday.

Milla, a former African Footballer of the Year, is best remembered for his heroics at the 1990 World Cup as a 40 something-year-old who inspired Cameroon to a stirring quarter-final appearance.

Meanwhile, Olympic and Commonwealth reigning champion Ezekiel Kemboi has said he wants to use his status as an athlete star to help foster peace.

"My success has given me a lot of goodwill where I go. I have been invited all over the world to go and talk about peace through sports. I am ready to play this role," Kemboi said.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Nation (Nairobi): Jobs plan put in place for ex-stars 
 by CHARLES NYENDE 
 11/11/2005 

A world wide career programme has been developed to assist athletes secure employment beyond their sporting careers. 

The programme involves getting the athletes to think of their livelihood outside sports and helps them to get integrated into the labour market, delegates at the sixth IOC world conference on sports and environment sitting at UNEP headquarters were told yesterday. 

"We have so far signed up 24 countries for the programme. Our goal is to have every country in the world on board. The programme is very viable and important to athletes particularly from Africa," Jan Harm Robbertse, an official of Adecco, which is behind the programme said. 

Adecco has a presence in all the continents and has succeeded in placing many former athletes in employment. 

To qualify for the programme individual National Olympic Committees must first apply to the IOC through the athletes commission and in corporations with Adecco. 

The programme began last year. 

"We would like to see more African countries establishing athlete career programmes but they have to go through the normal channels to qualify," Robbertse said. 

He gave examples of several athletes from Europe and Australia who were now in gainful employment from IT management to fire fighting after going through Decoy. 

He noted that many athletes finished their sport careers at an advanced age thus making it difficult for their integration into the labour market. 

Robbertse’s presentation received great interest from the delegates who wanted to know how former Olympians could be helped to lead meaningful lives after retiring from competition.  

"It is very sad when I see some of our athletes who brought glory to our country now living in poverty, forgotten by everybody," a delegate from Kenya said. 

Adecco's programme also involves assisting athletes who were still competing actively. 

Said Robbertse: "Some athletes do not make so much money or are not sponsored and thus require to work while training. We can assist them to get employed even in foreign countries."

_____________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse:  Bekele says he's sad to see 4km short course scrapped 
Source: Agence France-Presse English Wire Date: November 10, 2005 

NAIROBI, Nov 10 (AFP) - Olympic and four-time double cross country world champion Kenenisa Bekele of Ethiopia said on Thursday he was disappointed with the decision to scrap the men's 4km short course race from the World cross country championships after next year. 

The International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) has already announced that the world cross country championships in Fukuoka, Japan in April 2006 will be the last to include both the men's and women's short races. 

"The race is important for the development of young athletes," said Bekele, who won his first double in the 4km and 12km races at the 2002 World cross country championships in Dublin. 

He is in Kenya attend an international sports conference being co-hosted by the International Olympic Committee and the Nairobi-based United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP). 

The two events were introduced to the championships in 1998 in Marrakech, Morocco. 

"The 4km is a good training opportunity for athletes for bigger competitions," said the twice World Athlete of the year, who is accompanied by his trainer Demese Lemma and compatriot Berhane Adere. 

Bekele said he would support Kenya's bid to host the world cross country champioships in 2007 and would take part in the event when it is held in Mombasa. 

The 23-year-old Ethiopian joins Namibian sprinter Frankie Fredericks in Nairobi for the conference to discuss sports, peace and the environment.  

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Times of Malta: Mediterranean environmental report

10.11.2005

Big environmental ills in the south of Malta

Ivan Camilleri in Brussels

A detailed analysis of the state of the environment in various Mediterranean countries shows that the south of Malta suffers from a big number of environmental problems.

The report, Priority Issues In The Mediterranean Environment, was published jointly by the European Environment Agency (EEA) and the UNEP Mediterranean Action Plan.

"The southern part of the island of Malta is the area with the majority of human activities and with the major environmental problems... in the southern harbour district, mostly untreated urban and industrial effluents are discharged into the sea through submarine outfalls, southern beaches in the vicinity of Grand Harbour and Marsaxlokk Bay are affected by microbial contamination and oil pollution related to oil transport and shipping in the vicinity of Grand Harbour and the Msida yacht marina."

The report says that 43 per cent of Malta's 190-kilometre coastline is heavily utilised with a built up area comprising 24 per cent of the coast.

The environmental state of the Mediterranean Sea region will not improve until there is the political will to enforce current and future environment legislation, the report said.

Apart from pollution by land-based activities and shipping, the report covers emerging threats to the region's ecosystem, including the rapid expansion of aquaculture and continuous biological invasions by harmful algae blooms.

Jacqueline McGlade, the EEA's executive director, commented that the Mediterranean, the biggest tourist destination on earth, is under a process of habitat destruction and physical alteration that could go beyond what is observed in the report. She said that while the rate of exploitation of marine resources seemed to have stabilised, the extent of the damage was alarming.

"The number one priority in environmental management in the Mediterranean region is to enforce the existing environmental legislation", Prof. McGlade said.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Business World Phillipines: Weekender - Environment

Norman P. Aquino
11.11.2005 

It is people, not governments, who should commit themselves to an ethical framework towards sustainable development, speakers at a youth environmental forum said recently.

"Sustainable development is not something governments do for people, it is something people do for themselves," said Cielito F. Habito, director of the Ateneo Center for Economic Research and Development.

Mr. Habito, who was the Aquino administration's socioeconomic planning secretary, said sustainable development should be a three-way partnership among the government, private sector and civil society.

The government must set policies and rules of behavior towards the environment while private businesses should determine production sustainability and influence consumption. 

Civil society, meanwhile, should practice advocacy, community service and people participation insofar as protecting the environment is concerned, Mr. Habito said.

He also said sustainable development - addressing the needs of the present without jeopardizing the ability of future generations to meet their needs - encompasses all regions, all groups and all generations.

"It is not governments which need to commit themselves. We at UNEP (United Nations Environment Program) believe that every sector of society must do its part," said UNEP representative Elisabeth Guilbaud-Cox.

She said the world is driving the planet towards an ecological catastrophe. "In too many instances, we have not yet given environmental considerations the weight they deserve. The price will be paid by generations to come."

Ms. Guilbaud-Cox said environmental neglect, coupled with poverty, can turn into disasters.

"It is also the anchor that keeps poor people mired in poverty, creating a vicious circle from which, for too many people, there is little hope of escape," she told youth delegates from the Asia-Pacific.

This is particularly evident in Africa, the continent that is most obviously lagging behind in terms of achieving the Millennium Goals. The UNEP representative said the decline of ecosystem services, the threat of climate change and the burden of human immunovirus/acquired immune deficiency syndrome threaten to condemn millions of Africans to continued poverty for generations to come.

"All our efforts to defeat poverty and pursue sustainable development will be in vain if environmental degradation and natural resource depletion continue unabated," Ms. Guilbaud-Cox said.

She added that the economic impact of environmental degradation is also plain to see in the rising annual costs of weather-related disasters.

According to Munich Re, one of the world's biggest reinsurance companies, 2004 was once again a record-breaking year, with insured losses totaling $ 44 billion, mainly due to hurricanes, cyclones and typhoons.

And these insured losses are only the tip of the iceberg because when disasters strike, it is invariably the uninsured poor who suffer the most, through loss of life and livelihoods.

Mr. Habito, for his part, noted that economic growth has not necessarily led to development. Sustainable development, he added, involves preserving capital in its three forms - physical, human and social, and natural.

He said rapid growth of Asian economies and their populations in the last 40 years had led to resource degradation (marine, inland water, forest and soil), air and water pollution, rapid urbanization, and solid waste management problems.

He also said globalization has led to widening gaps across and within countries. For instance, Philippine gross national product grew 11 times from 1960 to 2000, while Malaysia's grew 39 times, Thailand's 48 times and 172 times for Hong Kong.

"Our economic growth has tended to be narrow, shallow and hollow."

Mr. Habito further noted that the country's growth is unsustainable since it had lately come from very few leading sectors like telecommunications and electronic components.

He said sustainable development should be addressed in various dimensions and should be carried out by the government, civil society and business at the global, national and local levels.

Mr. Habito and Ms. Guilbaud-Cox spoke at this year's Eco-Minds Asia- Pacific Forum, an environmental education program of UNEP and multinational chemical and health care firm Bayer.

The forum was attended by 27 college students from Australia, New Zealand, China, Indonesia, Korea, Thailand, Singapore and the Philippines. _____________________________________________________________________________

Die Tageszeitung: Vom Ende eines Märchens

11.11.2005

Das Verhältnis von Markt und Demokratie ist mit der Globalisierung aus dem Lot geraten. Auf nationaler Ebene lässt sich dieses Gleichgewicht kaum wieder herstellen

Demokratie und Freiheit waren Ziele der Aufklärung des 18. Jahrhunderts. Wir haben uns daran gewöhnt und halten beides für Selbstverständlichkeiten. Doch heute, 15 Jahre nach der Wiedervereinigung, stehen wir unerwartet vor einer Krise der Demokratie. Schlimmer noch: Der Fall der Mauer hat ursächlich mit der neuen Schwäche der Demokratie zu tun.

Wie das? Vor 1990, als der Ost-West-Konflikt noch das alles bestimmende Thema war, hatte das Kapital ein massives Interesse daran zu beweisen, dass die Marktwirtschaft dem Kommunismus auf alle Fälle vorzuziehen ist, auch für die Schwachen. Diese Interessenlage hat die soziale Marktwirtschaft ermöglicht und die Demokratie stabilisiert. Seit 1990 ist dieses Kapitalinteresse weg. 

Plötzlich herrscht ein unnachgiebiger globaler Standortwettbewerb um die besten Bedingungen für die Maximierung der Kapitalrendite. Plötzlich müssen sich die Staaten verrenken, um die Wünsche der Investoren zu erfüllen. Die Investoren sind zu Hauptauftraggebern der Politik geworden. Die Wähler schauen verängstigt zu. Das ist der Kern der Demokratiekrise. 

Wie kommen wir dem Problem bei? Ich behaupte, dass wir die Aufklärung neu verstehen müssen. Heute entdecken wir, dass es nicht eine Aufklärung gab, sondern zwei! Es gab und gibt die angelsächsische und die kontinentaleuropäische Aufklärung. Aber es gab auch starke Gemeinsamkeiten. Die Befreiung der Menschen vom autoritären Fürstenstaat war das gemeinsame Ziel aller Aufklärer. Zu ihnen gehörten Montesquieu, John Locke, Rousseau und Kant. 

In England kam noch einer dazu, der immer mehr ins Zentrum rückte: Adam Smith. Er hatte den kühnen Gedanken, dass die Verfolgung des Eigennutzes Wohlstand schafft, welcher, vermittelt über die unsichtbare Hand, letztlich allen zugute kommt. Dafür braucht man nicht Freiheit und Demokratie, sondern auch den Markt. Der Markt sollte sich wegen der Wohlstandsvermehrung auch für die Demokratie als großer Segen erweisen: Es gab auch was zu verteilen. 

200 Jahre lang überwogen die Gemeinsamkeiten zwischen den beiden Wahrnehmungen der Aufklärung. Es gab ja auch gemeinsame Gegner, die Fürsten, später die Faschisten und schließlich die Kommunisten. Sie alle bekämpften Demokratie, Freiheit und Markt. 

Im angelsächsischen Raum verfestigte sich sogar die Auffassung, dass ein Konflikt zwischen Demokratie, Freiheit und Markt prinzipiell unmöglich ist. Wenn Präsident Bush 2003 sagte, er bringe die Demokratie in den Irak, dann meinte er damit auch, dass er den Markt dorthin bringt. Viele Menschen im Irak finden diese Auffassung befremdlich, ja schockierend. 

Auch wir in Deutschland oder die Menschen in Frankreich oder Südamerika fühlen uns unwohl bei dieser Gleichsetzung. Und es ist auch logisch gar nicht zwingend, dass Markt und Demokratie zusammengehören. Singapur und China haben viel Markt und wenig Demokratie. Schweden hatte lange Zeit viel Demokratie und wenig Markt. 

Nach 1990, wo nun die gemeinsamen Gegner der Aufklärung weitgehend verschwunden sind, ist die Harmonie der beiden Formen der Aufklärung auseinander gebrochen. Jetzt entdeckt man, was der Marktguru Friedrich von Hayek schon vor Jahrzehnten sagte, dass die Demokratie ökonomisch "ineffizient" ist. Und die Wirtschaft singt das Lob von Singapur und China, wo es viel Markt und wenig Demokratie gibt. 

Die "Effizienz" ist für die Ökonomie der Schlüsselbegriff. Sie dient dem heutigen Zeitgeist der Deregulierung, Liberalisierung und Privatisierung als Rechtfertigung. Aber die Ökonomie hat keine guten Antennen für die langfristige Ineffizienz der Märkte, des ökologischen Raubbaus, der riesigen und wachsenden sozialen Ungleichheit. Die Globalisierung nach 1990 hat diese Gefahren rasant verschärft. 

Adam Smith' "Effizienz" beruhte darauf, dass zu seiner Zeit die geografische Reichweite des Gesetzes und die des Marktes im Wesentlichen gleich war. Auch wenn es internationalen Handel gab, blieben die britischen Firmen voll und ganz dem britischen Gesetz unterworfen. Und die Demokratie entwickelte auch die Gesetze für Firmen weiter. Das Volk hatte ein legitimes und legales Sagen über die Wirtschaft. Es blieb nicht alles den Aktionären und dem ökonomischen Effizienzgebot überlassen. 

Die Globalisierung hat diese geografische Kohärenz zerstört. Der Markt ist global geworden, das Gesetz blieb national. Mühsam entwickeln wir in der EU wenigstens einen gemeinsamen Gesetzesrahmen. Aber selbst die für die Fairness auf dem Markt so zentralen Unternehmensteuern haben wir überhaupt nicht harmonisiert. Irland, Estland, Slowakei und die britischen Kanalinseln trumpfen mit Dumpingsteuern auf. Aber wehe, wenn da mal einer nach einer anständigen Bandbreite ruft, dann kommen sofort die Briten und sagen, das sei unmöglich. 

Wenn wir Markt und Demokratie wieder ins Lot bringen wollen, müssen wir drei Dinge tun: 

Erstens müssen wir es zum erklärten politischen Programm machen, die geografische Kohärenz zwischen Markt und Gesetz wiederherzustellen. Das gilt für Europa und weltweit. Das, was der Markt nicht von sich aus produziert, also Menschenrechte, soziale Kohärenz oder Umweltschutz, müsste in verbindliche Regeln gefasst werden. Nicht nur die Welthandelsorganisation (WTO) braucht Muskeln, sondern auch Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (UNEP) und der internationale Gewerkschaftszusammenschluss ILO! Das ist ein langer Weg, aber die Bevölkerungsunterstützung dafür nimmt stetig zu. 

Zweitens müssen wir demokratisch gesonnene internationale Gegenkräfte entwickeln gegen die kurzfristige und in vielen Fällen brutale Logik des Wettbewerbs. Hier denke ich insbesondere an die Zivilgesellschaft. In Seattle 1999 hat sich da etwas formiert. In Porto Alegre hat es sich weiterentwickelt. Und in Mar de la Plata hat es dieser Tage einen bedeutenden politischen Erfolg gefeiert, nachdem sich südamerikanische Regierungen mit ihrem Volk endlich einmal gegen die Marktdominanz zur Wehr gesetzt haben. 

Drittens müssen wir uns und unseren angelsächsischen Freunden klar machen, dass das Jahr 1990 zweihundert Jahre der Gemeinsamkeit der Aufklärung zum Einsturz gebracht hat. Solange das Märchen übermächtige Gültigkeit hat, dass sich Markt und Demokratie unwiderruflich gegenseitig unterstützen, wird eine Weltbewegung für soziale Gerechtigkeit, für Demokratie und für Langfristigkeit nicht mehrheitsfähig. Die Aufklärung dient also der Entzauberung jenes zerstörerischen Märchens.

ERNST ULRICH VON WEIZSÄCKER
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

BBC: Birds hit by climate, diet shift 

By Richard Black
10.11.2005


A change in the diet of seabirds may be making them less intelligent and lowering their chances of survival and breeding, a new study shows. 

Scientists used lab experiments to mimic changes observed in the diets of kittiwakes in the Bering Sea - changes probably caused by a warming ocean. 

Chicks given a diet low in lipid-rich fish were less able to find food. 

The RSPB comments that changes in the diets of seabird chicks can affect their chances of survival. 

The 1980s saw the start of a decline in populations of red-legged kittiwakes on the Pribilof Islands in the south-eastern Bering Sea, off the coast of Alaska. 

Numbers roughly halved over two decades. 

The cause has been unclear, though scientists have documented a change in their diet which occurred around the same time. 

"With many of the top predators - sea lions, birds - people were talking about drastic population declines," said Alexander Kitaysky from the University of Alaska, one of the scientists on the current study. 

"Ecosystems started to change; one of the most pronounced changes was that high-lipid fish such as capelin declined, and were replaced in the kittiwake diet by species such as juvenile pollock which are poor in lipids," he told the BBC News website. 

Lab food 
The cause of this dietary adjustment may be related to climate change, with rising temperatures documented in the Bering Sea at that period perhaps driving the movements of fish populations. 

To investigate what impact a forced switch to a low-lipid regime might have on the development of red-legged kittiwakes, the Kitaysky lab designed experiments to explore the effects of various diets. 

Twenty kittiwake chicks were hatched in captivity and assigned randomly to four fish diets: high-volume high-lipid, high-volume low-lipid, low-volume high-lipid, and low-volume low-lipid. 

At the age of 47 days, the birds began learning to associate food with containers having lids of various colours. 

Those which had been fed a high-lipid diet learned quickly and remembered which containers to go for; those on a low-lipid regime did not learn to discriminate between the various colours. 

Alexander Kitaysky believes that in the wild, such an impairment to learn would prove crucial to a bird's survival and its ability to breed and rear offspring. 

"Always their food is associated with some signs on the surface or the ocean, whether a change in colour or foam," he said, "and they're supposed to memorise the association. 

"Most of these chicks would not make it through their first year." 

Lipids are believed to boost the mental development of mammals, including humans; other work in the Kitaysky lab suggests that chicks deprived of lipids show increased levels of stress hormones, which could be behind their mental impairment. 

Size matters too 
Norman Ratcliffe, a seabird biologist for the British-based Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), said that mental impairment might not be the only mechanism by which a poor diet in infancy affects a bird's foraging ability and survival. 

"This study shows that chick nutrition can affect the ability of birds to find food after they fledge in artificial situations," he told the BBC News website. 

"However, whether this has contributed to the decline of red-legged kittiwakes in the wild is unclear; the study shows that chicks fed poor quality diets are lighter as well as cognitively impaired, and this could also lower their chances of post-fledging survival." 

Around the coast of the UK, some sea bird populations are in catastrophic decline, also due largely to the removal of high-lipid prey such as sand eels. This appears also to be linked with climate change 

If anything, they are worse off than the Pribilof kittiwakes, as it appears that the disappearing sand eels are not being replaced by any other species. 

The Kitaysky study is reported in the Royal Society's science journal Proceedings B. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________

Seattle Post-Intelligencer: Congo's hippos hunted, eaten to extinction

By ANJAN SUNDARAM

9.11.2005
(AP) VIRUNGA NATIONAL PARK, Congo -- In his poaching days in the Congo forests, Guillaume Kasereka used a rusty Russian-made rocket launcher to kill hippos for meat. These days, he says, they're too scarce and the competition too fierce - rebels and militiamen machine-gun the animals and even dynamite lakes to bring dead hippo to the surface.

Congo's hippopotamus population, the world's largest, is being devastated by poaching, conservation officials say. Only about 800 remain in Virunga National Park, in the northeast of the country, down from 29,000 in the mid-1970s, according to Walter Dzeidzic of the World Wildlife Fund in Congo. Dzeidzic says the hippo may soon be extinct in the Central African nation.

The poachers are believed to be veterans of Congolese bush wars and former Hutu rebels who fled to eastern Congo in 1994 after killing Tutsis in the genocide in neighboring Rwanda. They hunt because they are hungry, but also for profit - the meat, though tough, is a pricey delicacy and a three-ton hippo fetches thousands of dollars in village markets across northeastern Congo.

A stocky Congolese ex-militiaman told a reporter he and his comrades had killed 40 hippos in the past three years.

He said they were hungry and needed money, but acknowledged they may have killed too many. He asked that his name not be used, saying he feared retribution for abandoning his militia.

Villagers say hippo meat usually comes to markets unannounced. Its sale is illegal and it sells fast.

"Sometimes we hear of hippopotamus meat in the village market," said Agustin Ndimu, a wildlife officer with the WWF who tracks the hippo meat trade. "But even an hour later, the meat is all sold and there is no trace to follow."

A restaurant owner in the river town of Rutshuru, about 45 miles north of the city of Goma, told a reporter she was out of hippo meat. Knowing the trade is illegal, she refused to give her name.

Mashuri Mazakongo, a 44-year-old bean farmer in ragged clothes, held up a worn and heavily lined palm and said: "That much meat is $5" - enough to feed him for three to four days.

"I like eating hippos, even though the meat is tough," he said. "But I don't go near them now. They belong to the enemies."

"The enemies" is the villagers' term for the estimated 5,000 Hutu rebels in Virunga National Park who are notorious for looting Congolese villages and raping their women.

Not all the villagers see a link between their appetites and the dwindling hippo population.

"I know killing a hippo is illegal, but I don't know why," said Kiyana Zirimagawabo, 55, wearing green flip-flops and a cowboy hat over his graying hair. "Animals are for us to eat."

_____________________________________________________________________________

Business Day (South Africa): WHO to push DDT use in new malaria fight  
Tamar Kahn
CAPE TOWN — The World Health Organisation (WHO) Roll Back Malaria Programme will unveil a new malaria control strategy on Sunday clearly endorsing the use of DDT to control mosquitoes, which carry the often deadly disease. 

The organisation said last week it hoped the unequivocal statement would help more African countries to use the pesticide, which is opposed by environmentalists concerned about its ecological effects. 

Between 350-million and 500-million people in more than 100 countries catch malaria each year, according to the WHO and the United Nations Children’s Fund in their World Malaria Report 2005. 

Although the 2004 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants bans agricultural use of DDT worldwide because of its harmful effects on the environment, it grants exemptions for public health purposes such as killing malaria-carrying mosquitoes. 

SA, Swaziland and Mozambique are among the countries which use the chemical, but other African countries have encountered difficulties when they announced plans to introduce similar programmes. 

Uganda, for example, ran into opposition from the European Union, which threatened to ban some agricultural imports if the country began using DDT to control malaria. 

Roll Back Malaria’s executive secretary Awa Marie Coll-Seck said partner organisations such as the World Bank and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria supported the use of DDT.

“What is clear is that DDT can be used for public purposes, but this needs to be clarified for countries that want to use it,” she said.

Prof Wen Kilama, African Malaria Network Trust’s Managing Trustee, said: “Environmentalists have to remember that we spray very minimal amounts of DDT on the inside walls of buildings.”

____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP in the news

UNEP to help Beijing Olympic body conserve environment
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) will sign an environmental conservation agreement with the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games Organising Committee, it was announced here Thursday. The memorandum of understanding is aimed at helping Beijing with its ambitious proposals in areas ranging from air, water and noise pollution up to transport, landscaping and the disposal of solid wastes. UNEP will also help with public awareness campaigns which it is hoped will leave a lasting legacy among citizens in Beijing and China in general on the importance of a clean environment for long lasting and enduring development. "UNEP is delighted to be associated with both Torino and Beijing as part of our increasingly constructive relationship with the IOC and sporting bodies generally," Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director, said. "Without doubt, sports and sportsmen and women can be a power for good in the world inspiring by example and bringing together communities, nations and cultures in a common understanding of the principles of peace and fair play," he said. "In terms of the environment, the organizing committees are taking forward a green torch first lit in Lillehammer, Norway, in 1994." Toepfer, speaking at the UNEP headquarters here, said he was sure the measurers being undertaken by both parties at the upcoming winter (in Torino) and the summer games in Beijing are a crucial guide for environmentally-friendly mass spectator events everywhere over the coming years," added Toepfer. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng098161&dte=10/11/2005      

General Environment News

Environment Affects Malaria Risk As Much As Genes Do

SciDev.Net (London): People's risk of getting malaria is determined as much by their environment as by their genes, say researchers. They say this means that increasing access to insecticide-treated bed nets and healthcare is, in the short-term, an easier and more effective way of fighting the disease than trying to understand how people's genes affect it. Margaret Mackinnon of the University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom, and colleagues spent five years recording new cases of malaria in more than 3,500 Kenyan children. They found that genetic factors explained about a quarter of the variation in the risk of getting malaria. Meanwhile, 29 per cent of this variation was determined by which houses the children lived in. Children in households with the most malaria cases got the disease twice as often as those living in houses with the fewest cases -- even though the children played and ate together. Although the researchers have not yet identified what makes a household high risk, they say socio-economic factors could play an important part. For example, poor families often cannot afford housing materials and insecticide-treated bed nets that would protect them from mosquitoes. "Being able to clean up the backyard of mosquito breeding sites and to feed the children well will also affect their susceptibility to malaria -- good general health will mean the children have stronger immune systems," Mackinnon told SciDev.Net. Although studying whether human genes protect against malaria could lead to improved prevention and treatment in the long-term, the researchers say it is important that people use existing low-tech measures to control the disease.  But other malaria experts believe this is easier said than done because although treated bed nets are effective, their cost -- even when heavily subsidized -- is still too high for many of the world's poorest people. Indeed some -- such as Jeffrey Sachs, director of the UN Millennium Project -- say that providing bed nets for free is the only way to tackle malaria (see the cost of making the poor pay). http://allafrica.com/stories/200511100005.html
Conservationists Get Ramsar Awards
New Vision (Kampala): THE ninth global meeting of the contracting parties to the Ramsar convention on wetlands kicked off yesterday at Speke Resort Munyonyo with individuals and institutions receiving awards for outstanding contribution towards wetlands conservation. The Ramsar wetlands conservation awards 2005 were classified into the management, science and education categories. Iranian Nezami Baloochi scooped the wetlands management award of the year, Prof. Shuming Cai, a Chinese, won the science award, while Japan's Ms. Reiko Nakamura and the wetlands centre of Australia received the education award. More than 1,000 delegates from about 146 countries have gathered for the conference, the first of its kind in Africa.  Delegates hailed Uganda for its efforts in conserving wetlands. Environment minister Maj. Gen. Kahinda Otafiire received a Ramsar flag from the Spanish delegate in honor of Uganda and Africa. http://allafrica.com/stories/200511100327.html
Kids Appeal on Environment

New Vision (Kampala): CHILDREN from Asia and Uganda made a passionate call for the need to protect and restore degraded wetlands during the global meeting convened under the auspices of the Ramsar Convention on wetlands. In a debate for children at the Rainbow International Academy in Kampala yesterday, they also said some wetlands should be restored "to reduce the suffering of the children and the denial of world heritage." "Could you please use the remaining wetlands wisely so that by the time you hand them over to us they are useful," read the appeal by the children, drawn from various primary and secondary schools. The appeal was presented during the opening ceremony of the global meeting on wetlands at Speke Resort, Munyonyo in Kampala.  More than 1,000 representatives from about 146 countries have gathered for the 9th meeting of the contracting parties to the Ramsar conference that will end on November 15. President Museveni yesterday officially opened the meeting expected to attract about 20 ministers from different countries. http://allafrica.com/stories/200511090844.html
Researchers unveil solar energy system for rural Uganda

Kampala, Uganda (PANA) - Scientists at the Centre for Research in Energy and Energy Conservation (CREEC) of Makerere University's Faculty of Technology in Uganda, have developed a solar energy system to assist rural areas lacking electricity supply. The solar-powered Light Emitting Dioed (LED) project is sponsored by the German Technical Co-operation (GTZ), through the Energy Advisory Project (EAP). The scientists said Tuesday that LED was a cheaper option to the current demand for electricity and poor lighting in rural Uganda. The system uses small solar panels, which are affordable, they said, adding: "The LED lighting system does not require large panels, or big energy storage systems, and batteries." Margaret Musisi, one the researchers, said: "It is an advanced technology developed in the West to address the problem of rural electrification in developing countries." "There is also no smoke in the house to worry us any more, making it environmentally friendly," she added. According to her, a LED lighting system of between four and 14 watts, with a charger goes for 340,000 shillings (about US$185). The first phase of the project has started with 15 homesteads in Namulonge 25-km north of Kampala, while another 60 homesteads have been earmarked to join in the same area, with beneficiaries paying 95,000 shillings (about US$55) out of the US$185 total cost.

Mauritanians consult on fish resources
Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - Mauritanians have kicked off a three-day national consultation on the sustainable management of the country's fish resources, a major source of national revenue. Government officials, led by economic affairs and development minister Mohamed Ould Abed, were joined by the members of the international community, including UN resident representative Cécile Moulinier, at Tuesday's launch of the 8-10 November National Consultation Days. The process is part of a project to enhance national capacities in terms of prospects for consensus-based management and utilization of coastal resources against the backdrop of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). It will promote dialogue between the various oil and fishery stakeholders that would generate recommendations on improving strategies to develop both sectors. The participants will also deliberate on the co-existence of the newly discovered oil wealth and the fish resources. The organizers plan to draw on the experiences of Norway, Chad and Botswana in the national consultation exercise. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng098055&dte=09/11/2005
Dealing with Plastic Waste

The Nation (Nairobi): As conservationists look for a solution to the plastic bags problem, one person has come up with the noble idea on how to make use of them. Inside a vast compound, sweaty men in aprons are busy transporting posts from the makeshift factory towards some stores. This is the home of Sarah Higgins, who is faced with the enviable task of providing plastic posts for the fencing of the endangered Aberdare forest. For the last six years, Mrs. Higgins, a leading conservationist has been involved in the work of recycling waste plastic bags to make posts which she donates to the Kenya Wildlife Service to support their work of fencing the Aberdare forest. As we take a walk through the 'factory', piles of neatly arranged posts dot the parking yard. According to her, the plastic bags are first chopped into small pieces and then heated at some special heating pads to make a mould for the intended post. She says they acquired the second hand machine from the KWS but originally it had come from Britain. "It all started with the late Ken Khule-a conservationist- who said it was not prudent to cut down trees to make the much needed posts, while at the same time trying to conserve the forest, says Mrs. Higgins. For the idea of conserving the forest to hold water, Khule, she said had argued, they had to look for other ways of fencing the forest without using the convectional posts. The Rhino Ark was formed in 1988, a time when Kenya's black rhinos were under threat from poachers for its highly valued horn. "Its aim was to build a fence along the section of the Aberdare National Park in its eastern salient where the rhino were being poached," she says. http://allafrica.com/stories/200511090879.html
Toxic Dust is Poisoning Us, Say Sick Workers

Cape Argus (Cape Town): Dust from toxic soil at a large building site is allegedly leaving employees nearby riddled with aches, pains and sickness. But the developers, Heartland Properties, at the giant AECI site say their dust is not to blame. Explosives and chemical products have been manufactured on the site between the Strand and Somerset West for the past 100 years - and various toxins have seeped deep into the soil over time. It is contaminated with traces of heavy metals like arsenic, lead and copper. A massive project is now under way to decontaminate the land to prepare it for future development. This will include a residential area, shopping centre and even a waterfront. Bulldozers have excavated the land up to six meters deep. Around 90 000 tons of soil are to be moved to Vissershok waste site behind the Durbanville hills in the next fortnight. But when the onshore southerly wind blows, clouds of dust from the site billow in the direction of a number of businesses in the area. And three employees at one business believe that toxic dust from the contaminated soil is making them repeatedly ill. The three asked not to be named, but in a statement to the City of Cape Town's environmental department they complain of near-identical symptoms: diarrhoea, vomiting, kidney infections, sinus pains, constant headaches, burning lips and throat, swollen glands, tiredness and general body aches. He had alerted a toxicology expert at Stellenbosch University's Tygerberg Hospital. And he had been told that the City of Cape Town's experts were also investigating the matter. AECI spokesman Martin Burr said last night: "The symptoms that they've shown are not in line with the substances we've excavated, as far as inhalation is concerned. http://allafrica.com/stories/200511090216.html
FG Orders Arrest of Polluting Vessels

This Day (Lagos): Federal Government has told security agencies concerned with monitoring maritime activities to take necessary actions against any vessel deemed to be polluting the marine environment. The Minister of Transport, Dr. Abiye Sekibo, issued the order on behalf of government in Port Harcourt at a national workshop on prevention of maritime pollution from ships jointly organized by the ministry and International Maritime Organization (IMO). The minister, who emphasized the immense negative impact of maritime pollution on the nation's coastal states, particularly in the Niger Delta, called on maritime agencies to “arrest vessels capable of polluting the maritime environment." According to him, "we all realized the level of pollution in Nigeria. It is a very serious matter for us in the Niger Delta. This pollution while it comes from the activities of the oil industry, it is also emanating from the vessels that use territorial waters. "If you use a helicopter and fly over the Niger Delta, you will easily see the film of oil on the surface of the waters in these parts. That has given government concern. It has given the Ministry of Environment some concerns," he said. He, however, charged the agencies to take the implementation of MARPOL 73/78 Convention in Nigeria more seriously, for a better marine environment. Option of the International Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution from ships 1973, as modified by the protocol of 1978 relating thereto (MARPOL 73/78) was against the background of increase global awareness of the need to protect the environment. "The increase rate of pollution of our marine environment calls for the urgent domestication and enforcement of MARPOL 73/78 convention in Nigeria. It is believed that by the end of this workshop, representatives of the major stakeholders in Nigeria would have been better equipped to implement and enforce MARPOL 73/78 Convention, “he added. http://allafrica.com/stories/200511090165.html
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 ANNAN TO VISIT JORDAN TOMORROW FOLLOWING TERRORIST SUICIDE ATTACKS         

Secretary-General Kofi Annan will go to Amman, Jordan, tomorrow to confer  

 with King Abdullah II and United Nations staff following the terrorist     

 suicide bombings on three hotels there that killed scores of people and    

 injured more than 100 others.                                              

 Mr. Annan, who is at present on a Middle East tour, was scheduled to visit 

 the Jordanian capital today, but the trip was postponed following last     

 night’s attacks because he felt that it would be an added burden to the    

 Jordanian authorities.                                                     

When he called the King from Saudi Arabia today to express his             

 condolences, “it was made clear that the Secretary-General’s visit would   

 be appreciated by the King and the people of Jordan,” spokesperson Marie   

 Okabe told the press in New York.                                          

 “So the Secretary-General will be travelling to Jordan tomorrow to express 

 his support and pay his respects and to meet with the UN staff there,” she  added.                                                                     

 The Security Council today called on all states to help bring the          

 perpetrators behind the attacks to justice and reiterated its              

 determination to combat all forms of terrorism in accordance with its      

 responsibilities under the UN Charter.                                     

 “The Security Council reaffirms that terrorism in all its forms and        

 manifestations constitutes one of the most serious threats to              

 international peace and security, and that any acts of terrorism are       

 criminal and unjustifiable, regardless of their motivation, wherever,      

 whenever and by whomsoever committed,” the 15-member body said in a        

 Presidential Statement.                                                    

 “The Security Council condemns in the strongest terms the terrorist        

 bombings that took place in Amman, Jordan on 9 November 2005, which fell   

 victim to a yet another heinous act of terrorism,” it added in a statement 

 read out at the session by Ambassador Andrey Denisov of Russia, which      

 holds the rotating Council presidency for November.                        

The Council underlined “the need to bring the perpetrators, organizers,    

 financiers and sponsors of these intolerable acts to justice,” and urged   

 all States to cooperate with and provide support and assistance, as        

 appropriate, to the Government of Jordan.                                  

 “The Security Council further reaffirms the need to combat by all means,   

 in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, threats to           

 international peace and security caused by terrorist acts,” the statement added.                                                                     

 The President of the General Assembly, Jan Eliasson of Sweden, opened      

 today’s proceedings with by paying tribute to “all those affected by the   

 abhorrent terrorist attacks.                                                                                                                           

 “Theses attacks are a further stark reminder of the importance and urgency 

 of the work we are doing to adopt a Comprehensive Convention on            

 Terrorism,” he added.                                                      

 In a statement Wednesday night, Mr. Annan also reiterated his longstanding 

 call for the adoption of a comprehensive international treaty to fight the 

 scourge of terrorism.                                                      

* * *                                                                      

 SECRETARY-GENERAL CONDEMNS LATEST SUICIDE BOMBINGS IN BAGHDAD                                                                                          

 United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today strongly condemned the   

 latest suicide bombings in central Baghdad, which killed more than 30      

 people and wounded many more.                                              

"The Secretary-General is appalled by the continued indiscriminate killing 

 of innocent civilians, which no cause can justify," a UN spokesperson said 

 in a statement released on his behalf.                                     

Meanwhile, in Iraq, senior UN envoy Ashraf Jehangir Qazi today condemned   

 the recent brutal attack against two defence lawyers to the Special Iraqi  

 Criminal Tribunal. Defence lawyer Adel Mohammed al-Zubeidi was killed and  

 his colleague Thamer Hammoud Hadi injured.                                 

 That assault was the second since the trial of officials of Saddam         

 Hussein's regime started three weeks ago. On 20 October, Saadun al-        

 Janabi, another defence lawyer was kidnapped and executed.                 

Mr. Qazi warned that these attacks "could undermine Iraq's effort at       

 conducting its juridical process in a fair and transparent way, consistent 

 with International practice" and urged "immediate action by the Iraqi      

 authorities to bring the perpetrators of the crime to justice, and to      

 assure the security of all concerned."                                     

 His call followed a similar condemnation by the Secretary-General, who on  

 8 November deplored the "cold blooded murders."                            

 * * *                                                                      

 AT CRITICAL JUNCTURE, UN POLITICAL AFFAIRS CHIEF TO VISIT MIDDLE EAST NEXT WEEK                                                                       

 With the peace process in the Middle East at a crucial phase and           

 developments in Lebanon of heightened importance, the United Nations       

 Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs will head to the region next 

 week for talks with officials and other figures.                           

 The trip will mark Ibrahim Gambari's first to the Middle East since        

 assuming the helm of the Department of Political Affairs earlier this      

 year. He is slated to visit Jordan, Lebanon, Israel and the Occupied       

 Palestinian Territories between 13 and 21 November.                        

 "Mr. Gambari intends to see firsthand the various UN operations carrying   

 out political mandates in the region, while also taking the pulse of       

 political developments at a critical juncture for Lebanon and for the      

 Middle East peace process," UN spokesperson Marie Okabe told reporters in New York.                                                                  

 In addition to meeting with UN personnel in each country, Mr. Gambari will 

 exchange views with a broad range of people, including senior government   

 officials, leaders of political parties, religious authorities and members 

 of the international community, Ms. Okabe said.                                                                                                        

 * * *                                                                      

 POST-ELECTION LIBERIA IS CALM, UN OFFICIAL ADVISES CANDIDATE TO FILE       

 FORMAL COMPLAINTS                                                          

 With Liberia remaining calm after the presidential run-off elections and   

 United Nations peacekeeping troops on full alert across the country, the   

 top UN official there today advised a disappointed candidate to file       

 complaints officially with the National Election Commission.               

The Secretary-General's Special Representative for Liberia, Alan Doss, met 

 with George Opong Weah, a former world soccer star, former UN Children's   

 Fund (UNICEF) Goodwill Ambassador and now the presidential candidate for   

 the Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) to discuss the candidate's  concerns.                                                                                                                                              

 Mr. Doss urged Mr. Weah to file CDC's complaints as soon as possible with  

 Liberia's National Election Commission, which has the legal responsibility 

 to investigate the matter. He also assured the candidate that the UN would 

 follow events closely.                                                     

 The 8 November run-off election pitted Mr. Weah against Ellen              

 Johnson-Sirleaf, a former banker, former UN Development Programme (UNDP)   

 senior official and now the candidate for the Unity Party.                 

 * * *                                                                      

UN PANEL ON PALESTINIAN RIGHTS MARKS 30TH ANNIVERSARY BUT SEES FAILURE OF PEACE EFFORTS                                                              

 Marking the 30th anniversary of the establishment of the Committee on the  

 Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, its lead     

 officials today said the occasion is not a cause for celebration but       

 rather an opportunity to reflect on decades of failed efforts to resolve   

 the question of Palestine.                                                 

"Today's anniversary also reminds us that we have to redouble our efforts  

 at bringing about a just solution of the question of Palestine," the       

 Committee's bureau said in a statement.                                    

 On 10 November 1975, the General Assembly adopted a landmark resolution    

 establishing the Committee and outlining its mandate. In that resolution,  

 the General Assembly expressed its deep concern that no just solution to   

 the problem of Palestine had yet been achieved, and recognized that the    

 problem of Palestine continued to endanger international peace and  security.                                                                  

 Since then, the Committee's programme of work has gradually expanded, now  

 encompassing a variety of activities, such as the convening of             

 international meetings and conferences in all regions of the world,        

 establishing cooperation with a wide network of civil society              

 organizations active on the question of Palestine, and organizing an       

 annual training programme for young staff of the Palestinian Authority.    

In September of this year, the Committee said the removal of Israeli       

 settlements from the Gaza Strip and parts of the northern West Bank and    

 the withdrawal of Israeli forces from the Gaza Strip was a promising step  

 that could revive negotiations within the framework of the Road Map, and   

 move forward the stalled peace process. It voiced hope that the resulting  

 positive momentum would be followed by similar steps in the rest of the    

 West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and breathe new life into the         

 political process.                                                         

In its statement today, which responded to recent events, the Committee    

 expressed concern "about the creation by Israel, the occupying Power, of   

 new facts on the ground that include settlement expansion in the West Bank 

 and East Jerusalem, and accelerated construction of the illegal wall in    

 the Occupied Palestinian Territory." The Committee noted that those        

 activities contravene international law.                                   

 "Today, we are as committed and ready as ever to work hard to help the     

 Palestinian people to fulfil their inalienable rights and realize their    

 national aspirations in a State of their own," the bureau said, pledging   

 to "carry on most vigorously the important mandate entrusted to the        

 Committee by the General Assembly for the benefit of the Palestinian  people."                                                                                                                                              

 * * *                                                                      

 UN HAS REFORMED AND WILL CONTINUE IMPROVING WITH SUPPORT OF ITS MEMBERS – FRéCHETTE                                                                  

 The United Nations has demonstrated its flexibility in adapting to new     

 challenges and will continue reforming with the support of its Member      

 States, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette said in Canada on        

 Wednesday evening.                                                         

Delivering the Davey Lecture in Toronto, she said that in the last decade  

 and a half, the UN has performed an “an incredible array of functions”     

 beyond those traditionally assigned to it. The innovations include         

 transitioning a country from war to peace, as in the case of Afghanistan,  

 providing electoral support, including for the recent historic polls in    

 Iraq, and investigating the assassination of Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 

 Hariri.                                                                    

 “The world turns to the UN for such tasks because the Organization has     

 unique worldwide legitimacy and, imperfect though it may be, has the       

 capacity to deliver,” she said.                                            

“The UN’s record in the last 10 years or so has been a lot better than one 

 would think, and shows that the UN can and does change, that lessons are   

 both learnt and applied,” she said.                                        

 Offering one among many examples, Ms. Fréchette said the UN’s proven       

 record of coordinating relief in disaster zones prompted President Bush to 

 invite the United Nations to help in Louisiana and Mississippi after       

 Hurricane Katrina.                                                         

In the face of pressing new challenges – such as the threat of a human     

 pandemic of bird flu – the UN has been at the forefront of the             

 international response, she pointed out.                                                                                                               

 The September World Summit at UN Headquarters saw significant progress,    

 especially in the areas of development and human rights, although advances 

 on security issues were lacking, she said.                                 

But even if all proposed reforms are successfully achieved, “there will    

 still be more to do, because change and reform are a must, at all times,   

 for any organization that wants to keep on top of its game,” she said.     

“The next frontier, I believe, must include a major effort to review and   

 rationalize the way the whole UN system is managed and financed, so that   

 all the different agencies, funds and programmes can be mobilized by       

 Member States in a single, integrated international effort to support the  

 developing countries.”                                                     

Reform is “inscribed in [the UN’s] DNA,” Ms. Fréchette said, adding that   

 the world body “can and will be up to the task – provided its Member       

 States are willing to support it.”                                         

* * *                                                                      

 GLOBAL FUND REINSTATES UGANDA AS NEW MANAGEMENT OF HEALTH GRANTS IS AGREED 

 The United Nations-backed Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and      

 Malaria has reinstated its five grants to Uganda, after agreeing on action 

 points for restructured national management of the funds.                  

"Over the past two months, the Global Fund has been heartened by the       

 intensive efforts of our partners in Uganda. We are very pleased that the  

 progress made enables us to lift the suspension of Uganda's grants," Dr.   

 Richard Feachem, Executive Director of the Global Fund, said after the     

 agreement with the Ugandan Ministry of Finance, the Principal Recipient    

 (PR), was signed.                                                          

The portfolio of grants to Uganda totals $367 million, including two       

 grants to combat HIV/AIDS, two grants targeting malaria and one grant for  

 fighting tuberculosis. Funding for life-preserving programme activities    

 was maintained throughout the suspension.                                  

 The portfolio was suspended in August due to concerns about mismanagement  

 by the Project Management Unit (PMU) within the Ugandan Ministry of        

 Health. An independent audit by PricewaterhouseCoopers, Local Fund Agent   

 for Uganda, found instances of inadequate monitoring of and accounting for 

 expenditures by the PMU for one of Uganda's anti-HIV grants.               

These findings led the Global Fund to conclude that payments to all grants 

 managed by the PMU needed to be suspended and new management structures    

 put in place. The PR and Country Coordinating Mechanism (CCM) were asked   

 to propose a plan for restructuring all the programmes funded under the    

 grant agreements. Their success led to the signing of the Aide-Memoire.    

 The Global Fund, proposed by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan in 2001, is a 

 unique international public-private partnership dedicated to attracting    

 and disbursing additional resources to prevent and treat HIV/AIDS,         

 tuberculosis and malaria. The partnership of governments, civil society,   

 the private sector and affected communities represents a new approach to   

 international health financing.                                            

 While Global Fund grants have been used for less than a year and a half so 

 far, substantial results have been achieved, with 220,000 people having    

 been supported with treatment for HIV/AIDS, 600,000 people having received 

 TB treatment and more than 3 million families having received anti-malaria 

 bed nets.                                                                  

 * * *                                                                      

 DIGITAL DIVIDE HURTING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – UN REPORT                    

 Africa and other non-industrialized regions –which already face numerous   

 obstacles in the areas of commerce and trade – are at a competitive        

 disadvantage as businesses around the world increasingly use the Internet, 

 according to a new report launched by the United Nations trade agency   today.                                                                     

 The Information Economy Report 2005 by the United Nations Conference on    

 Trade and Development (UNCTAD) shows that while in some poor regions the   

 number of Internet users has grown substantially, overall the gap between  

 developed and developing countries remains wide.                           

 For example while 89 per cent of enterprises in European Union nations are 

 connected to the Internet, the same is true of only 5 per cent of firms in 

 Mauritius and 9 per cent in Thailand.                                      

 UNCTAD points to an urgent need to explore policies and best practices to  

 help enterprises in developing countries use information and communication 

 technologies (ICT) to enhance their competitiveness.                       

Developing nations must, for example, find ways to greatly expand Internet 

 access, reduce online costs, and modernize banking, credit and accounting  

 systems so that domestic companies can conduct the kind of online          

 financial transfers and quick deal-making that are typical of   e-businesses.                                                              

 Tourism is one example where developing countries could benefit from the   

 Internet economically, the report notes. Developing countries now attract  

 some 35 per cent of international travellers each year, but most have been 

 unable to increase tourism profits because most trips are planned, booked  

 and financed through firms based in richer nations.                        

 The Internet offers a chance to change that pattern because many           

 travellers are now shopping for their vacations online. By setting up      

 well-linked websites, domestically owned hotels, banks and travel firms    

 can provide a full package of services necessary for tourists to arrange   

 their trips – reservations, plane flights, currency exchange and payments. 

 That way the profits can stay at home and contribute to job growth and     

 economic development.                                                                                                                                  

 The problem is, however, that setting up Internet systems that allow       

 planning, booking and payments is a stiff challenge for many poorer        

 nations, the reports says.                                                 

Produced annually, the Information Economy Report examines recent events,  

 trends and processes in the area of information and communication          

 technologies and identifies their major implications for the economic and  

 social prospects of developing countries.                                  

 * * *                                                                      

 UN MISSION HEARS THAT ARMED MEN ATTACKED VILLAGES IN SOUTHERN DARFUR,  SUDAN                                                                      

 The United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) today said it had received an  

 unconfirmed report that some 1,500 armed men attacked and burned six       

 villages in southern Darfur earlier this week, killing a dozen and a half people.                                                                    

Meanwhile, the UN Secretary General's Special Representative, Jan Pronk,   

 said he had notified the Sudanese Government that a UN expert panel        

 monitoring the arms embargo was mishandled over the weekend.               

UNMIS said the report indicated that on Sunday and Monday the armed group  

 travelling on camels and horses and in vehicles killed 18 people, wounded  

 16 others, and attacked and burned the Dar es Salam, Jamali, Funfo,        

 Tabeldyad, Um Djantara, Um Putrum villages in the Gereida area of Darfur.  

 The African Union (AU) was notified of these reports and intended to       

 investigate them, UNMIS said.                                              

 Secretary General's Special Representative in Sudan, Jan Pronk, reported   

 that he sent a demarche, or diplomatic protest, to the Sudanese Ministry   

 of Foreign Affairs. It pertained to an incident on Saturday in which two   

 members of the UN arms embargo panel had been manhandled, forcibly         

 restrained and suffered abrasions, despite the fact that they had clearly  

 identified themselves and their capacity.                                  

 Mr. Pronk said he met today with the State Minister of Foreign Affairs,    

 who said the behaviour of Military Intelligence "had been wrong" and       

 promised that the panel's mission would not be hindered further.           

 * * *                                                                      

UN AGENCIES TO ASSIST EL SALVADOR MILITARY WITH AIDS PREVENTION, SEXUAL   HEALTH                                                                     

 Two United Nations agencies are signing an agreement today with El         

 Salvador’s Ministry of Defence that will help educate the country’s        

 military about sexual and reproductive health and AIDS prevention.         

 The $220,000 project is financed jointly by the Salvadorian Armed Forces,  

 the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS ( UNAIDS).                                                                   

The aim is to educate officers and soldiers at all levels in the country’s 

 armed forces – a total of about 10,000 people – over the coming two years. 

According to UNAIDS, El Salvador has around a 1.1 per cent adult HIV       

 prevalence rate, with approximately 7,700 adults living with the virus as  

 of 2003. That year saw about 200 AIDS deaths.                                                                                                      

 The agency says that the national response to HIV and AIDS is marked by    

 close cooperation among government ministries, civil society, people       

 living with HIV and AIDS, the Global Fund set up to combat the disease,    

 and various international cooperation agencies.                            

* * *                                                                      

 FOOD SUPPLIES IN HUNGER-STRICKEN NIGER IMPROVE BUT REMAIN INSECURE, UN  SAYS                                                                       

 While the food supply in Niger is improving, with favourable rains         

 portending good harvests next season, recent surveys by the United Nations 

 spell continuing danger of a renewed hunger crisis in rural areas, the UN  

 Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.     

 Many households continue to grapple with the effects of last year's        

 drought and an invasion by hordes of locusts which affected some 3.6       

 million people in March and April of this year, according to an OCHA       

 release which cites studies conducted by the UN World Food Programme (WFP ).                                                                         

Long-term effects including indebtedness, the sale of household assets to  

 pay debts, and the loss of livestock, which traditionally constitutes many 

 families' sole safety net.                                                 

 There are several indications that food security is improving nationally,  

 OCHA said. Cereal prices have dropped since their peak this summer, and    

 the average price of livestock is now higher than at the same time last    

 year. Sales of livestock have also decreased due to lower supply and  demand.                                                                    

 However, while cereal prices have come down, they remain higher than at    

 the same time last year and higher than the five-year average, OCHA said,  

 adding that the nutritional situation for children remains of concern. By  

 the end of October, the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) and its partners had   

 admitted nearly 200,000 children for treatment in 700 nutritional recovery centres.                                                                   

 Food assistance provided to date includes the 44,000 tons of food          

 distributed by WFP and partners through two rounds of free general         

 distributions. Added to the 22,000 tons distributed by the Government and  

 partners during the first round of general distributions, some 66,000 tons 

 of food assistance has reached 3.5 million people in Niger's affected  regions.                                                                   

Although general food distributions have now ended, WFP continues to       

 provide supplementary food for pregnant and lactating women and children   

 under five, as well as a protection ration for their families.             

 Recognizing the need for continued vigilance, OCHA and the UN Development  

 Programme (UNDP) will co-host a regional meeting on lessons learned and    

 the way forward, in Dakar, Senegal, from 15 to 16 November.                

 * * *                                                                      

 UN REFUGEE CHIEF DECRIES RISE OF INTOLERANCE AROUND THE GLOBE              

 The rise of intolerance in today's world and the inability of different    

 people to live together threatens peace, the safety of refugees and the    

 social cohesion of societies, the United Nations High Commissioner for     

 Refugees (UNHCR) said in New York.                                         

 Presenting the report of UNHCR to the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural    

 committee of the General Assembly yesterday, António Guterres said his     

 agency faces increasing challenges in confronting rising intolerance as it 

 works to protect refugees, returnees and other displaced persons.          

 Intolerance, he said, was also making it more difficult to preserve the    

 institution of asylum, especially considering the increasing complexity of 

 population flows, and to solve complex societal problems in an             

 increasingly multi-cultural milieu.                                        

To meet those challenges, the UNHCR needs strong partnerships and a        

 healthy funding base, he argued, calling also for accountability and       

 structural reform at the Geneva-based agency.                              

 Stressing that the fight against intolerance involves all Member States,   

 he said all must stand against irrationality, suspicion and the clamour    

 for exclusion. Rather than bow to public opinion, it was necessary to      

 re-shape it, holding firm to values and principles and reaffirming         

 international responsibility for refugees, he stressed.                    

 * * *                                                                      

 UN LABOUR CHIEF HAILS SUMMIT OF AMERICAS FOR FOCUS ON DECENT JOB CREATION  

 The United Nations labour agency has hailed the recent Summit of the       

 Americas for succeeding "in an unprecedented way" in making the creation   

 of decent jobs a central policy goal in the region.                        

 "Until very recently, such a result would have been unthinkable, but now   

 decent work and quality employment have become a priority as they form the 

 basis for fighting poverty and improving governance in those countries,"   

 International Labour Organization (ILO) Director-General Juan Somavia said 

 of the Summit, held in Argentina, which he attended.                       

 The 34 heads of State agreed on a Declaration and Plan of Action to put    

 active policies into place that create decent work.                        

 The Action Plan asks the ILO to "extend its support and technical          

 assistance to countries in their efforts to promote more and better jobs." 

 "We will support efforts of countries in the region to put this            

 unprecedented political engagement for decent work into practice with all  

 our capacities," Mr. Somavia said, adding that the Summit had opened new   

 opportunities to design strategies to improve the socioeconomic conditions 

 of women and men living in the region.                                     

 According to ILO estimates, some 18.3 million urban workers in Latin       

 America and the Caribbean are unemployed today, while 7 out of 10 jobs     

 created over the last years are precarious and in the informal economy.    

 "Labour is not a commodity. Decent work is a basic tool guaranteeing a     

 better future for workers and their families," Mr. Somavia said.           

 * * *                                                                      

     SECURITY COUNCIL MISSION ENDS FIVE-NATION VISIT IN TANZANIA                

 The United Nations Security Council wound up its five-nation visit today   

 in Tanzania, where it thanked the Government for hosting refugees and for  

 its peace mediation in the African Great Lakes region, where the UN is     

 helping to organize the biggest elections in its 60-year history in the    

 Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).                                        

 The delegation met Tanzanian President Benjamin Mkapa, as well as the      

 Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the peacebuilding      

 International Conference on the Great Lakes Region, Ibrahima Fall.         

 The second summit of the Conference, scheduled to take place in Nairobi,   

 Kenya, next week, is co-sponsored by the UN and the African Union (AU) and 

 deals with non-aggression and mutual defence, disarmament and repatriation 

 of militias, as well as the elimination of terrorism and trans-national    

 crime. The participating Heads of States are to sign a Pact of Security,   

 Stability and Development.                                                 

 In Tanzania, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Jakaya Kikwete, met the      

 Security Council representatives for a working luncheon. The delegation    

 also met with heads of UN agencies working in Tanzania, a group of experts 

 on the DRC, and various academics.                                         

 At a press conference wrapping up the visit, team leader Ambassador        

 Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France expressed appreciation to the           

 Government of Tanzania for hosting thousands of refugees fleeing conflicts 

 in the region and for its contribution to regional peace efforts.          

 Council members, who started their trip in DRC, travelled yesterday from   

 Burundi to Uganda, where the delegation met with President Yoweri Museveni 

 in Entebbe. They then went to Kigali, Rwanda, for a meeting with President 

 Paul Kagame.                                                               

 * * *                                                                                                                                                  

 UNESCO CALLS FOR GREATER GOVERNMENT, DONOR RESOURCES FOR UNIVERSAL  LITERACY                                                                   

 With more than 770 million adults living without basic literacy skills,    

 the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization       

 (UNESCO) is calling on governments and donor countries to contribute more  

 resources towards the Education for All (EFA) programme, thereby reducing  poverty.                                                                                                                                               

 "The powerful links that exist between adult literacy and better health,   

 higher income, more active citizenship and children's education should act 

 as strong incentives for governments and donors to be much more proactive  

 on addressing the literacy deficit," UNESCO's Director-General Koïchiro    

 Matsuura said yesterday on the release of the latest EFA report.           

The fourth edition of the EFA Global Monitoring Report finds that          

 governments and donor countries are curtailing progress towards EFA – and  

 broader poverty reduction – by according only marginal attention to the    

 771 million adults living without basic literacy skills.                   

 The Education for All movement took off at the World Conference on         

 Education for All in 1990 in Jomtien, Thailand. Since then, governments,   

 non-governmental organizations (NGOs), civil society groups, bilateral and 

 multilateral donor agencies and the media have taken up the cause of       

 providing basic education for all children, youth and adults.              

 The Report calls for a dramatic scaling up of youth and adult literacy     

 programmes. This will require more domestic resources; typically,          

 governments only allocate 1 per cent of their national education budget to 

 adult literacy. It estimates that some $26 billion dollars are needed over 

 the next decade to make significant progress towards halving the level of  

 adult illiteracy by the global goal of 2015.                               

 On current trends, 30 out of 73 countries assessed are at serious risk of  

 missing this goal, mostly in Sub-Saharan Africa but also including         

 Algeria, Guatemala, India, Nepal, Nicaragua and Pakistan.                  

According to the Report, three quarters of the world's adult illiterates   

 live in 12 countries: India, China, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nigeria,         

 Ethiopia, Indonesia, Egypt, Brazil, Iran, Morocco and the Democratic       

 Republic of the Congo (DRC).                                               

South and West Asia has the lowest regional adult literacy rate at 58.6    

 per cent, followed by Sub-Saharan Africa with 59.7 per cent, and the Arab  

 States with 62.7 per cent. Countries with the lowest adult literacy rates  

 in the world are Burkina Faso with 12.8 per cent, Niger with 14.4 per cent 

 and Mali with 19 per cent.                                                 

Reflecting deep-seated gender inequalities in many societies, women        

 account for 64 per cent of the adults worldwide who cannot read or write   

 with understanding. This figure is virtually unchanged from 63 per cent in  1990.                                                                      

 Although adult literacy rates doubled in Sub-Saharan Africa, the Arab      

 States and South and West Asia from 1970 to 2000, the rate of progress has 

 slowed considerably since 1990. On present trends, only 86 per cent of the 

 world's adults will be literate by 2015, up from 82 per cent today.                                                                                    

 * * *                                                                      

 PAKISTAN: UN REPORTS URGENT NEED FOR FEMALE DOCTORS IN QUAKE RELIEF        

 There is an urgent need for female medical staff in earthquake devastated  

 regions of Pakistan to tend to women who traditionally prefer to be        

 treated by other women, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of  

 Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported today.                                

 OCHA also said that given the lack of funding for the flash appeal, the UN 

 and its humanitarian partners have decided to target up to 200,000 people  

 living in the higher valleys above the snowline, who may become            

 inaccessible within the next four weeks, as well as an estimated 150,000   

 people who may choose to move down to the lower valleys.                   

 The 8 October quake, which killed at least 73,000 people and injured       

 almost as many others, left up to 3 million more homeless as the harsh     

 Himalayan winter approaches. Only about $133 million of the $550 million   

 sought in the UN Flash Appeal for the disaster have so far been            

 contributed or pledged.                                                    

 Yesterday OCHA reported that serious outbreaks of acute diarrhoea were     

 highlighting the need for scaled up efforts to provide safe water and      

 sanitation in makeshift camps and for more funding.                        

* * *                                                                      

UN ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY OUTLINES PLANS TO CLEAN UP HIGHLY TOXIC SITES IN  IRAQ                                                                       

 The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced plans to   

 clean up an industrial site in Iraq believed to hold several tonnes of an  

 acutely toxic compound that is lethal at a dose of less than one gram,     

 after being bombed, looted and randomly demolished during and following    

 the war which began in 2003.                                               

 The highly polluted Al Qadissiya metal-plating facility south of Baghdad   

 is one of five priority sites studied by Iraqi experts under a             

 UNEP-managed project and detailed in a new report, Assessment of           

 Environmental 'Hotspots' in Iraq, also released today. The six-month       

 clean-up, for which $900,000 have been secured, may start next month.      

"If the country is to have a brighter and less risky future it is          

 incumbent on the international community to help the authorities there     

 deal with these pollution hot spots – a good and positive example of       

 capacity building and technology support," UNEP Executive Director Klaus  Toepfer said.                                                              

 There is concern that children entering Al Qadissiya could be exposed via  

 the skin or by accidental ingestion. The report concluded that the most    

 pressing issue at the site, a complex of metal-plating and machining units 

 for products including small arms, are the dispersed piles of sodium       

 cyanide pellets used in hardening small arms such as rifles.               

 It said the five sites, among a list of 50 presented to the Iraqi Ministry 

 of the Environment for selection, were likely to be the tip of the iceberg 

 in terms of environmental hot spots. Overall, close to $40 million is      

 needed to meet the report's recommendations in full, including cleaning    

 contaminated oil industry sites and setting up a hazardous waste treatment facility.                                                                  

In previous such operations, for example in the Balkans and Afghanistan,   

 the agency's Post Conflict Assessment Branch did its own sampling and      

 field studies, but the security situation in Iraq precluded direct work by 

 a UNEP team and 30 Iraqis from various ministries were trained for the     

 job, with the samples tested at laboratories in Europe.                    

The four other priority sites are:                                         

       Al Suwaira Pesticide Warehouses, containing a range of substances    

       including mercury, zinc and calcium compounds, organo-chlorine and   

       organo-phosphorous substances like Lindane, Heptachlor and DDT,      

       which was looted after the war, with containers smashed and          

       pesticides spread around the buildings.                              

       Khan Dhari Petrochemicals Warehouse, west of Baghdad, which          

       contained several thousand tons of refinery chemicals until it was   

       looted and partially burned down in March 2003.                      

       Al Mishraq Sulphur Mining Complex, south of Mosul, one of the        

       world's largest sulphur mines, where up to 300,000 tons of           

       stockpiled sulphur were burned in a catastrophic fire in June, 2003. 

       Ouireej Military Scrap Yard, a planned residential area 15           

       kilometres south of Baghdad, which in 2003 became a main dumping and 

       processing site for military scrap and destroyed Iraqi weapons.                                                                                  

 The assessments of the five sites were conducted in April and funded by a  

 contribution from the Japanese Government to the UN Development Group's    

 Iraqi Trust Fund earmarked for UNEP.                                       

* * *                                                                      

 UN EXPERT URGES DPR KOREA TO TAKE A RANGE OF MEASURES ON HUMAN RIGHTS      

 In the effort to improve the human rights situation in the Democratic      

 People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), a rights expert today urged Pyongyang   

 to invite him and other United Nations-mandated personnel to visit the   country.                                                                                                                                               

 Vitit Muntarbhorn, the Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Human      

 Rights Commission on the situation in the DPRK, made his comments in Seoul 

 as he wrapped up a weeklong visit to the Republic of Korea aimed at        

 assessing not only the situation in DPRK but also its effects on its       

 southern neighbour.                                                        

Mr. Muntarbhorn recalled that while he strongly wished to visit the DPRK   

 and has sought access to the country several times, the Government has, to 

 date, declined to invite him into the country.                             

 Pending a first-hand view of the situation in the DPRK, Mr. Muntarbhorn    

 called upon the DPRK "to end the various discrepancies and transgressions  

 concerning respect for human rights in the civil, political, economic,     

 social and cultural fields in the country, and to implement effectively    

 the human rights treaties to which it is a party."                         

 For that purpose, he invited the country to engage in cooperative          

 activities with the international community such as economic programmes    

 with a human rights component and rule of law programmes involving         

 training for law enforcement personnel in the interest of respecting civil 

 liberties and reforming the prison system.                                 

 In regard to the Republic of Korea, he commended the assistance given by   

 that country to resettle refugees from the north, and encouraged it and    

 the international community to continue humanitarian aid, including food   

 aid, to the DPRK, which was urged to facilitate access to the assistance.  

Welcoming the warming of relations between the Republic of Korea and the   

 DPRK in the spirit of Inter-Korean dialogue, he encouraged the two         

 countries to maximize family reunion opportunities and urged the DPRK to   

 resolve the longstanding problem of missing persons.                       

Special Rapporteurs are unpaid experts serving in an independent personal  

 capacity who receive their mandate from the UN Commission on Human Rights  

 and report back to it.                                                     

 * * *                                                                      

 LOCAL AUTHORITIES CAN HELP BUILD INFORMATION SOCIETY THAT BENEFITS ALL –  ANNAN                                                                      

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan is calling on local            

 authorities around the globe to help bridge the so-called “digital         

 divide,” the sharp difference in access to information and communication   

 technologies between affluent and poor communities.                        

“With their unsurpassed grass-roots knowledge, local authorities have long 

 been a potent force for development. Now they need to bring that           

 experience to bear on the new possibilities and opportunities that         

 communications technologies are opening up,” Mr. Annan said in a video     

 message presented yesterday at the World Summit of Cities and Local        

 Authorities on the Information Society in Bilbao, Spain.                   

He credited local authorities with launching the Digital Solidarity Fund   

 and said they should build on that initiative. He added that they could    

 make an important contribution to the second phase of the World Summit on  

 the Information Society (WSIS), which will open in Tunis, Tunisia on 16    

 November, bringing together leaders from governments, industry and civil   

 society to consider how to maximize the potential of information and       

 communication technologies to meet development challenges.                 

 Urging local authorities to provide bold and concrete suggestions for that 

 Summit, he said: “Together, we must build an information society that      

 benefits and empowers all the world's people.”                             

 The Second World Summit of Cities and Local Authorities on the Information 

 Society will conclude tomorrow.                                            

 * * *                                                                      

 UN AGENCY PLEDGES TO HELP JORDAN’S TOURISM RECOVER FROM TERRORIST ATTACKS  

With tourism the second largest source of jobs in Jordan’s private sector  

 and the second highest foreign exchange earner, the United Nations World   

 Tourism Organization (WTO) today offered the Middle Eastern country        

 whatever help it needs to recover from yesterday’s terrorist bombings of   

 hotels in its capital, Amman.                                              

 “We were shocked and saddened to hear the news of the bombings and would   

 like to convey our heartfelt sympathy to the bereaved families of the      

 victims and to the Government of Jordan,” WTO Secretary-General Francesco  

 Frangialli said in a letter to Tourism and Antiquities Minister Alia       

 Hatough-Bouran on the suicide attacks, which killed dozens of people and   

 injured more than 100 others.                                              

 He promised the minister “any aid you may need in assessing the situation  

 or support that could help Jordan recover from this tragic incident.”      

WTO Regional Representative for the Middle East Amr Abdel-Ghaffar stressed 

 that tourism has many times proved its resilience. “I am confident in      

 capacity of Jordanian tourism industry to recover quickly and strongly,” he said.                                                                   

 Latest tourism figures show a nine per cent growth in the first six months 

 of 2005, after reaching 2.8 million in 2004, a 21 per cent jump over the   

 previous year, contributing more than $803 million, about 10 per cent of   

 Jordan’s gross domestic product (GDP).                                     

 The 148-member Madrid-based WTO, a global forum for promoting responsible, 

 sustainable and universally accessible tourism, made a similar offer in    

 July to help Egypt’s tourism industry recover after terrorist bombings at  

 its Sharm el-Sheikh resort. Earlier this year it also tried to mitigate    

 the effects of the Indian Ocean tsunami, urging tourists to return to      

 devastated countries like Sri Lanka, Maldives, Thailand and Indonesia, so  

 as not to slow the recovery of an important economic sector.               

 It then called on the world’s media to take care in its coverage of        

 destinations hit by the disaster so as to avoid a new “infodemic,” a       

 repeat of the slump that hit Asian tourism two years earlier when an       

 outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), which killed 774     

 people and infected more than 8,000 worldwide, the vast majority of them   

 in China, led to a steep fall-off in travel.                               

Last month it sought to minimize the threat of a bird flu epidemic to      

 global tourism – worth $622 billion last year spent by more than 763       

 million tourists – warning against unnecessary scaremongering. “Our        

 message is not to overreact or panic, but at the same time not to          

 underestimate the problem,” Mr. Frangialli said, calling on the media to   

 refrain from reporting that creates unnecessary panic and on governments   

 to issue travel advisories only as a last resort.                          

* * *                                                                      

 NEPAL: UN RIGHTS OFFICIAL URGES GOVERNMENT TO REPEAL CODE FOR SOCIAL GROUPS                                                                     

In the latest United Nations expression of concern over events in Nepal, a 

 senior human rights official today called on the Government to withdraw a  

 draft code of conduct for all national and international ‘social           

 organizations,’ declaring it would violate the Himalayan kingdom’s         

 international obligations.                                                 

Provisions exerting governmental control over access by non-governmental   

 organizations (NGOs) working to address human rights concerns to funding   

 from international donors, are among some of the those that are of         

 particular concern, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative  

 on human rights defenders, Hina Jilani, said in a statement today.         

 “The Special Representative is deeply concerned that the adoption of many  

 of the provisions… would lead to violations of the Declaration on the      

 Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to   

 Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental    

 Freedoms – otherwise known as the Declaration on human rights defenders –  

 as well as other international human rights standards,” the statement   added.                                                                     

 Other provisions “of particular concern” included the issuance of          

 directives to NGOs or the exercise of supervision over NGOs by the Social  

 Welfare Council, asserting controls over the locations in which NGOs can   

 work, imposing collective responsibility of officials and staff for        

 activities conducted by an NGO, and stipulating that NGOs should not       

 endanger social harmony.                                                   

 “The Special Representative calls on the Nepalese Government to reconsider 

 introducing this code of conduct which, if adopted and implemented would   

 violate Nepal's international human rights obligations,” the statement concluded.                                                                 

 Last month, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization       

 (UNESCO) deplored new restrictions on press freedom and freedom of         

 expression, and a UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) report     

 said Nepal was experiencing a “grave human rights crisis” marked by        

 killings of civilians, disappearances, torture and crimes against children.                                                                  

 The report documented how human rights abuses go largely unpunished in the 

 country, where Maoist rebels have been waging war since 1996 and King      

 Gyanendra has been exercising all executive authority since dismissing the 

 Government in February.                                                    

 In September the UN Commission on Human Rights Special Rapporteur on       

 torture and other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment,    

 Manfred Nowak, found that both the Nepalese police and military and the    

 rebels practised torture.                                                  

 * * *                                                                      

 BROAD EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME VITAL TO LIFT RURAL PEOPLE OUT OF POVERTY – UN PAPER                                                                      

 With non-farm sources accounting for up to 50 per cent of household        

 incomes in rural areas of some developing countries, a broad educational   

 programme that goes beyond agriculture is crucial to improving livelihoods 

 and combating hunger and poverty, according to a United Nations paper      

 released today.                                                            

 “If teaching programmes are too narrowly oriented to agriculture, they may 

 restrict rural people’s opportunities for enterprise, and thus limit their 

 possibilities for social and economic progress,” UN Food and Agriculture   

 Organization (FAO) expert in rural development Marcelino Avila told an     

 international meeting in Rome.                                             

“A broad perspective on livelihoods is required when it comes to education 

 for rural people. Education, including skills development, should be a     

 critical aspect of support interventions aiming at boosting economic       

 activities and growth,” he said on the opening day of the annual session   

 of the Working Group for International Cooperation in Skills Development.  

The achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which seek to  

 slash a host of socio-economic ills such as extreme poverty and hunger,    

 maternal and infant mortality and lack of access to education and health   

 care, all by 2015, will depend on ensuring the basic skills of rural       

 people, keeping in mind the links between skills development and           

 livelihoods, the FAO paper says.                                           

It highlights the role of the non-farm rural economy. “Available data      

 shows that non-farm employment and income are significant in rural areas.  

 Non-farm sources of income are estimated to average around 50 per cent of  

 household incomes in sub-Saharan Africa and this share already represents  

 around 30 to 40 per cent in South Asia,” it notes.                         

“This trend suggests some re-thinking about the relevance and role of      

 education and training in promoting and enhancing rural livelihoods.”      

 The two-day meeting was organized by the Swiss Agency for Development and  

 Cooperation, the UN International Labour Organization (ILO) and the        

 Network for Policy Review, Research and Advice on Education and Training   

 (NORRAG), in collaboration with FAO and the International Institute for    

 Education Planning (IIEP) of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural   

 Organization (UNESCO).                                                                                                                                 

 It brings together education, economics and social experts from FAO,       

 UNESCO, the World Bank, the Association for the Development of Education   

 in Africa (ADEA) and several other development agencies. FAO is the lead   

 agency for the global education for rural people initiative launched in    

 Johannesburg, in 2002, in cooperation with UNESCO, to address the basic    

 learning needs of rural people.                                            

* * *                                                                      

For more details go to UN News Centre                                      
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Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Pragati Pascale, Spokesperson for the General Assembly President.

Briefing by Deputy Spokesman for Secretary-General
** Jordan Bombings
The Security Council here in New York adopted a Presidential Statement condemning, in the strongest terms, the terrorist bombings that took place yesterday in Amman, Jordan.

The Security Council underlined the need to bring the perpetrators, organizers, financiers and sponsors of these intolerable acts to justice, and urged all States to provide support and assistance, as appropriate, to the Jordanian Government.

In a statement issued yesterday afternoon, also condemning the bombing, the Secretary-General sent his condolences to the families of the bereaved and to the people and Government of Jordan. 

During his current tour of the Middle East, the Secretary-General has taken every opportunity to underscore the need for collective action against terrorism, the statement added.  The people of this region have particularly suffered.  In his recent meetings with Saudi and Egyptian authorities, the Secretary-General stressed the need for Member States to adopt a comprehensive convention against terrorism, as soon as possible.  And we have copies of the Secretary-General’s statement, which was issued in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, last night.

** Baghdad Bombing
We have a statement today on the Baghdad bombing. 

“The Secretary-General strongly condemns the latest suicide bombing that took place today in the centre of Baghdad, in which more than 30 people were killed and many more wounded.  The Secretary-General is appalled by the continued indiscriminate killing of innocent civilians, which no cause can justify.  He sends his condolences to the families of the victims.”

** Middle East
Turning to the activities of Ibrahim Gambari, the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, he would like us to announce that he will next week make his first trip to the Middle East, since assuming the helm of the Department of Political Affairs.  He is visiting Jordan, Lebanon, Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories between 13-21 November.

Gambari intends to see firsthand the various UN operations carrying out political mandates in the region, while also taking the pulse of political developments at a critical juncture for Lebanon and the Middle East peace process. 

In addition to his contacts with the UN family in each country, Gambari is also looking forward to meeting and exchanging viewpoints with a broad range of interlocutors including senior government officials, leaders of political parties, religious authorities, and members of the international community.  

** Lebanon
Also on the Middle East, Geir Pedersen, the Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, in a statement, deplored the Israeli air violations of the Blue Line that took place yesterday.  Five Israeli overflights were recorded over southern Lebanon.

He reiterated that it is of great importance that all parties continue to exercise the utmost restraint, and he reminded them that one violation cannot justify another.

** Liberia Elections
Turning to Liberia, the UN Mission there reports that there have been no significant disruptions or incidents of violence reported since the election took place, and UN peacekeepers remain on full alert throughout the country.

The UN Mission is aware of the allegations made by the CDC party, and today, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Liberia, Alan Doss, met George Weah, the CDC candidate, to discuss these allegations.  Mr. Doss urged him to file any complaints with the Liberian National Election Commission, which has the legal responsibility to investigate such allegations and assured him that the UN would follow the matter closely.  

**Security Council Mission to Great Lakes
And, the Security Council mission to the Great Lakes region of Africa wound up its five nation visit today in Dar es Salaam, where this morning the delegation met with Tanzanian President, Benjamin Mkapa.  

Meetings today included a working breakfast with the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region, Ibrahima Fall, and a working lunch with the Tanzanian Foreign Minister.  The delegation met with heads of UN agencies working in Tanzania and also a group of experts on the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and with academics.

In a press conference wrapping up the visit, team leader Jean-Marc de la Sablière of France, expressed appreciation to the Government of Tanzania for hosting thousands of refugees resulting from conflicts in the region, and for its contribution to the peace efforts in the region.

** Sudan
And in the Sudan, the UN Mission there says that it has received unconfirmed reports that on Sunday and Monday some 1,500 armed tribesmen, riding camels and horses, attacked and burned six villages in southern Darfur.  According to the reports, there were a number of casualties.  The African Union has been notified of these reports and will investigate them.

The Secretary General’s Special Representative for the Sudan, Jan Pronk, also reports that he sent a demarche to the Sudanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs on an incident on Saturday, in which he said two members of a UN panel of experts had been roughed up. 

Pronk said he met with the ministry today, and had been promised that the panel’s work would not be further hindered.  The panel is monitoring an arms embargo.

**South Asia ’Quake
And, turning to the South Asia ’quake, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) notes that, given increasing health concerns, there is an urgent need for female medical staff in hard-hit areas.

Also, bearing in mind the lack of funding in the flash appeal, the United Nations and its humanitarian partners have decided to target up to 200,000 people living in the higher valleys above the snowline, who may become inaccessible within the next four weeks, as well as an estimated 150,000 people who may choose to move down to the lower valleys.  

** Niger
On Niger, we also have a press release from OCHA reporting that food security in that country is improving, with favourable rains meaning the harvests will probably be good next season. (See Press Release AFR/1283-IHA/1115)

**UNEP/Iraq
And from the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP), it reports that today it launched a project aimed at cleaning up a highly polluted industrial site south of Baghdad, in Iraq.

The metal-plating facility has been found to contain numerous hazardous wastes, including several tons of health hazardous cyanide compounds.  And there’s a press release on that upstairs.

**Global Fund
The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria has lifted the suspensions of all five grants to Uganda, following the signing today of an agreement restructuring the management of the grants.  And there’s a press release from the fund with more details. 

**AIDS/El Salvador
And finally, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, are signing an agreement today with the Salvadorian Ministry of Defence that will help educate El Salvador’s military about sexual and reproductive health and HIV/AIDS prevention.  And there’s a press release on that as well.

**UNTV
And I am to announce that the World Chronicle Programme hosted by Tony Jenkins will be shown at 3:30 p.m. today on in-house television channels 3 or 31.  And the guest is José Antonio Ocampo, the UN Under-Secretary-General for the Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

That’s what I have for you. Any questions for me?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  I just wanted to know about this OCHA appeal for specifically female medical staff.  Is there any particular reason that they are asking for that?  And do they have enough medical staff other than female medical staff?

Deputy Spokesman:  I think we reported a few days ago that the number of staff in the region has been increasing but the battle to reach those who are inaccessible continues.  In any humanitarian emergency situation, we do need female trained staff and I guess in this case, this is what they’re calling for.  I will try to find out if there is any particular reason in this case.

Question:  Is there any reason which has to do with atmosphere or religious reasons?

Deputy Spokesman:  As you know, there’s always a need to get female workers.

Question:  Maybe female survivors don’t like to be tended by male medical staff.

Deputy Spokesman:  I’ll look into that for you. OK?

[The reporter was later informed that female medical staff were requested out of sensitivity to the local women’s preferences.  In addition, the overall number of medical staff was sufficient.]

Question:  It seems that about 80% of the ballots have been counted in Liberia and indications are that Johnson-Sirleaf will be the winner.  The opposition is not only crying fraud but threatening the resumption of violence.  I know that you said the Mission is closely following the situation.  Is the Secretary-General concerned about this possibility of the resumption of violence?

Deputy Spokesman:  As I just mentioned to you, the Mission is reporting that the situation on the ground is generally calm.  They’re reporting that there have been no significant instances of disturbances and the Secretary-General, as you know, has issued a statement and we have been giving you updates on really how peaceful these elections have been.  And we are now awaiting the official results. 

Question:  Three quick questions.  First of all, any reaction to the Syrian President’s speech in which he promised qualified cooperation with Mehlis?

Deputy Spokesman:  The Secretary-General’s message on this is clear.  He made it himself repeatedly throughout this visit and that is that he expects Syria to cooperate and that he expects it to cooperate fully.

Question:  There was a letter that Annan wrote to the Secretary of State and the British Foreign Minister about air support for Iraq.  They want the UN to expand its offices in Basra.  Why does he need qualified, not qualified, dedicated air support?  What’s that all about?

Deputy Spokesman:  You’re right. The Secretary-General did write last week on the 3rd of November, to the US Secretary of State Rice and to the British Foreign Minister Straw, to say that the United Nations could not proceed with plans to deploy to Basra and to Erbil without dedicated air support, and as you know the only practical source of air support is the coalition, and while we are looking for other options it appears that no others are currently practical.

Question:  Is this for protection or is it for transporting?

Deputy Spokesman:  I have no further details.

[The Deputy Spokesman later added that the air support was needed for transport purposes and to move staff around.]

Question:  When do you expect the UN to be in Basra and Erbil if there is a dedicated air support?

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, obviously it would depend on the level of security and protection.

Question:  Well, he said that he did have a plan that was on hold until the air support is put… so what is the plan?  How many people are we talking about?  Are we talking about two people in Basra or are we talking 200?

Deputy Spokesman:  Let me get you the details if they’re available.  But, I can confirm that the letters did go out and we have not received responses yet.

[The Deputy Spokesman later added that the UN currently had small liaison detachments in Basra & Erbil, and the plan was to open UN facilities by the end of the year, which would increase the number of security, support & substantive staff.]

Question:  The third question has to do with what Nick asked yesterday about the seeming contradiction between what you said originally, that the Volcker report is not prosecutorial but that it’s just a guideline for prosecution, and the action that was already taken against Stephanides.  Where are we at?  You said yesterday that you would come back with… I don’t understand if, as you said, it is not prosecution, but just an opening for the UN to continue to investigate, why was it that someone was punished right away?

Deputy Spokesman:  Actually, I did not say that I was going to come back to him on this one.  But the remarks that we read earlier on the week did say exactly that, that the Volcker Commission is a fact-finding body and could not make any binding judicial determination or fact of law, but as for the individuals that were mentioned and which adverse findings were cited, the UN did follow up and in the case of Mr. Stephanides, there were staff rules that were relied upon for the action.  That’s all I have to say on that.

Question:  To be clear to follow up, this was the only case where you actually acted?

Deputy Spokesman:  I believe so –- Yes.

Question:  Is it the United Nations understanding, that when the Volcker Commission winds up its work, will it transfer all documents to the United Nations, or some will not be transferred?  What is the understanding at this point?  Some will be gleaned away?  What is the situation?

Deputy Spokesman:  The discussion about the handover of documents is something that is currently ongoing so I have nothing further to add on that.

Question:  I’m being told that all the documents will not be handed over, that they will go to whatever parties [inaudible.]

Deputy Spokesman:  The discussions are currently ongoing between our legal department and the Volcker Commission about the handover of the documentation so I really can’t go any further on that one.

Question:  According to the New York Sun, Annan had already been informed by Jack Straw that no planes will be coming forth from Great Britain.  Could you find out more on this and what the next step would be?

Deputy Spokesman:  Sure.  I said I would follow up on Benny’s but we have received no replies to the letters.

Question:  There is an indication that Annan had already received a letter and that in that letter, Straw had said…

Deputy Spokesman:  I’m told that no letters had been received.

Question:  Annan said in this letter that Straw had informed him that this fight was personal [inaudible].

Deputy Spokesman:  It sounds like the two of you can have a conversation.

Question:  No.  That’s in the letter.  Anyway.  Just to follow up on this Stephanides issue, there was a three-person panel that looked into the issue and I understand that it has already handed its findings to the 38th floor.  When do you expect the 38th floor to make a decision?

Deputy Spokesman:  I have nothing on that but I’ll look into that for you.  Any other questions for me?  If not…

Question:  Where is the Mercedes?

[Laughter.]

Pragati.

Briefing by Spokesperson for General Assembly President
General Assembly President Jan Eliasson opened today’s plenary meeting by paying tribute to all those affected by the abhorrent terrorist attacks in Jordan.  He said that these attacks are a stark reminder of the importance and urgency of the Assembly’s work to adopt a Comprehensive Convention on Terrorism.

Today the Assembly is meeting in plenary to hold a joint debate on the report of the Security Council, and the question of equitable representation and increase in the membership of the Council.  President Jan Eliasson introduced the debate by noting that, in the World Summit Outcome Document, Heads of State and Government had expressed support for early reform of the Council as an essential element in the overall reform of the United Nations, and had requested the Assembly to review progress on the matter by the end of 2005. 

He said that this joint debate offers an opportunity to Member States to give input to that proposed review.  

Security Council President Andrey Denisov of the Russian Federation then presented the Report of the Council.  There are now 65 speakers scheduled, so we expect the debate to run through at least mid-day tomorrow, and we will circulate the revised list of speakers when we receive it. 

To respond to a question yesterday on where the budget process stands, the Secretary-General introduced the proposed 2006-2007 programme budget in the Fifth Committee on 25 October.  Four formal meetings were held to hear the views of Member States.  This past Monday informal consultations began.  The Fifth Committee is waiting to receive revised estimates from the Secretariat, reflecting budgetary implications of the World Summit Outcome, which they will then consider alongside the existing budget submission, and those revised estimates are in translation and are expected next week.  

A question was also asked about the ACABQ elections.  Last week, on November 3rd, the Fifth Committee recommended to the Assembly, by acclamation, the appointment or reappointment of five members of the ACABQ.  They are:  Tommo Monthe of Cameroon, Igor V. Khalevinski of Russian Federation, Guillermo Kendall of Argentina, Susan M. McLurg of the United States of America and Ms. Christina Vasak of France, and they will serve for a three-year term of office beginning 1 January 2006.  The qualifications of all the candidates nominated are set out in a document, which we have available.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  I wanted to just ask you, just to refresh my memory, after these 65 missions have spoken, what is the next step?  And does President Eliasson have hope that this is going to be resolved by December?  

Spokesperson:  He was asked, I mean the Assembly was asked to submit a kind of progress report by the end of the year.  I think that the feedback he’s getting from Governments is that the press may go into next year; but there is hope of reaching a decision within a year, I think.

Question:  Is there going to be a vote on the General Assembly floor?  Is that how the procedure works or is there going to be further consultation after everybody gives their position?

Spokesperson:  There certainly won’t be a vote; I mean no vote is expected in the next two days during this debate.  It’s just an airing of statements.  There is no action expected; there’s no resolution tabled for consideration right now.

Question:  Regarding the discussions on the reforms of the Security Council, you indicated earlier that there may be some new ideas floating around.  So far, were there any of those ideas put forth?

Spokesperson:  I can’t make that assessment.  I’m not sure it’s our position to make an assessment, anyway.  You can listen to the statements and make the assessment yourself.

Question:  You yourself indicated there may be some new ideas yesterday or the day before.  You recall?

Spokesperson:  I was enticing you to watch the debate.

Thanks.

**Addendum- Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Before I say good afternoon, I just wanted to bring you up to date on something I was meaning to do.  I had a number of questions before the noon briefing about the Secretary-General’s travel plans, so just to update you, the Secretary-General as you know had postponed his trip to Jordan in the aftermath of the bombings in Amman, because he felt that his visit would be an added burden to Jordanian authorities, and when the Secretary-General called the King today to express his condolences, it was made clear that the Secretary-General’s visit would be appreciated by the King and by the people of Jordan, so the Secretary-General will be travelling to Jordan tomorrow to express his support, and to pay his respects and to meet with the UN staff there.  Thank you very much.

Question:  Wouldn’t it be more adequate to go there right in the aftermath, as planned, to show the world that we are not afraid of terrorists.

Deputy Spokesman:  I think what I just said spells out pretty clearly that the decision was made based on what I just read to you.  So, thank you very much.  Have a good afternoon.  
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