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Other Environment News
· Polluted river water heads towards Chinese city (Reuters)
· California settles on clean coal future (AP)
· US greenhouse gas output falls (Financial Times)
· Poor nations light their way without Kyoto caps (Reuters)
· Baleines: Greenpeace va lancer une grande campagne contre la pêche japonaise (Nouvel Observateur)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA
· ROWA


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  23 November 2005
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  23 November 2005
Reuters:  U.N. says sonar threatens dolphin, whale survival

[appears in The Scotsman, Washington Post, MSNBC, ...]
By Nita Bhalla

23.11.2005

NAIROBI (Reuters) - Increased naval military maneuvers and submarine sonars in the world's oceans are threatening dolphins, whales and porpoises that depend on sound to survive, a United Nations report said on Wednesday.

According to the report, the use of powerful military sonar is harming the ability of some 71 types of cetaceans -- whales, dolphins and porpoises -- to communicate, navigate and hunt.

"While we know about other threats such as over-fishing, hunting and pollution, a new and emerging threat to cetaceans is that of increased underwater sonars," Mark Simmonds of the Whale and Dolphin Society told Reuters.

"These low frequency sounds travel vast distances, hundreds if not thousands of kilometers from the source."

In October, a coalition of environmental groups sued the U.S. Navy over its use of sonar, saying the ear-splitting sounds violated environmental protection laws.

The navy said it was studying the problem but said sonar was necessary for national defense.

Animal protection groups have for years lobbied to restrict the use of sonar, saying the sound blasts disorient the sound-dependent creatures and causes bleeding from the eyes and ears.

Simmonds said in recent years, western governments have developed stealthier submarines the detection of which requires more powerful, low-frequency sonars.

The report by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) says species like the Beluga whale, Blanville's beaked whale and the Goosebeak whale are seriously at risk.

Researchers found that a stranding of 12 Goosebeak whales in the Ionian Sea in the 1990s coincided with NATO tests of an acoustic submarine detection system.

Other Goosebeaks were stranded off of the Bahamas in 2000, and experts link that to military tests.

Tests on the bodies of seven whales that died near Gran Canaria in 2002 found haemorrhages and inner ear damage, which experts said was caused by high-intensity, low-frequency sonar used in the area.

"This is a hugely serious concern as these animals need sound to navigate, to find their food, to communicate and to mate," said Simmonds.

There are no laws governing noise pollution in the world's oceans, but western governments, considered largely responsible with their increased military presence in the seas, say they need more research before taking action.

Charles Galbraith, a senior wildlife advisor to the British government, told Reuters the report highlighted a potential problem. "But the issue is still in a relatively gray area in terms of scientific proof and we need to do more research before the government can review its defense systems," he said.

Seismic exploration used in the hunt for undersea oil and gas and the increased movement of large ships may also cause problems for cetaceans, the report said.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Terra Actualidad:Redes pesca amenazan más de 70 por ciento de pequeños cetáceos

23.11.2005
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Más del 70 por ciento de los pequeños cetáceos, entre los que se incluye el delfín, están amenazados por redes de pesca en las que los animales pueden enredarse, según un estudio divulgado hoy en Nairobi.
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Las redes afectan particularmente a especies como el llamado 'Delfín de Hector' -nombrado así en honor de Sir James Hector, un antiguo director del museo nacional de Nueva Zelanda- que es uno de los ejemplares marinos más escasos y del que sólo 4.000 ejemplares pueden encontrarse en las aguas de aquel país del Pacífico sur.

El estudio, titulado 'Revisión de los pequeños cetáceos: distribución, comportamiento, migración y amenazas' analiza la situación de ballenas, orcas, narvales, delfines y marsopas, entre otros.

El segundo riesgo más importante que afrontan estas especies es la caza para utilizar su carne como comida o como cebo para tiburones y cangrejos.

Según el informe, un 71 por ciento de las especies estudiadas sufren esta amenaza.

Por otro lado, algo más del 56 por ciento de ellas están amenazadas por la contaminación de metales pesados, como el plomo y el mercurio, pesticidas y por la posible ingestión de la basura que se halla en el mar.

La escasez de alimentos a causa de la pesca excesiva amenaza a un 15 por ciento de los cetáceos, mientras que cerca de otro 13 por ciento de ellos afronta riesgos derivados de la matanza por parte de pescadores que los consideran una amenaza para sus bancos pesqueros.

El estudio fue presentado durante la octava Conferencia de las Partes de la Convención sobre Especies Migratorias que tiene lugar en la capital keniana y ha sido producido por la organización y el departamento marino del Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).

El informe, elaborado por Boris Culik, profesor de la universidad alemana de Kiel, afirma que ocho especies de pequeños cetáceos, incluidos tres tipos de delfines, podrían beneficiarse de un aumento en las medidas para protegerlas por parte de la Convención de Especies Migratorias.
_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: UN urges protection for dolphins 

By Richard Black
23.11.2005

The United Nations says additional protection measures are needed for dolphins and small whales. 

A new global survey, released at a conservation meeting in Kenya, finds that more than 70% of species are at risk through snaring in fishing nets. 

Other major threats include intentional catching, pollution, habitat destruction and military sonar. 

The UN Environment Programme (Unep) is calling for an upgrade of international protection on eight species. 

It wants the Ganges river dolphin, Atlantic spotted dolphin, Northern right-whale dolphin and five others species to be given Appendix II status under the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS). 

Existing protection measures on a further seven species should also be extended, it says. 

A CMS summit is taking place this week at Unep headquarters in Nairobi. 

Well loved 
"Small cetaceans are amongst the most well loved and charismatic creatures on the planet," said Unep executive director Klaus Toepfer in a statement. 

"Sadly these qualities alone cannot protect them from a wide range of threats; so I fully endorse measures to strengthen their conservation through the CMS and other related agreements." 

Appendix II status does not confer mandatory protection, but is designed to induce relevant countries to draw up conservation agreements. 

Two such agreements for small cetaceans are already in place, one in the Baltic Sea, the other covering the Mediterranean and Black Seas. 

The Unep report attempts to calculate the relative importance of the various factors which put dolphins and whales at risk. 

It finds that 26.5% of the threat comes from accidental bycatch, 24.9% from deliberate hunting, and 21.2% from pollution. 

Two years ago a scientific study found that about 800 cetaceans die each day through being snared in fishing nets. 

Other factors identitied by the new report include habitat degradation, depletion of fish stocks on which the cetaceans feed, culling, and noise, for example from naval sonar. 

Dolphins' dive 
Mark Simmonds, director of science at the Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society, believes that the Unep report may underestimate the true scale of the issue. 

"What it's doing is indicating where there's very strong evidence of a direct threat to a particular species," he told the BBC News website from the Nairobi meeting, "and it's very difficult to get that kind of evidence. 

"Many of these species we know very little about, particularly the deep diving ones. 

"On the other hand, we know enough to say that pretty much all the river dolphins are threatened, and in fact the next mammal to go extinct will probably be a river dolphin - it's as serious as that." 

Further measures are being debated at the CMS meeting, including a proposal to list the Mediterranean population of the short-beaked dolphin onto Convention Appendix I. 

This would oblige countries around the Med to restore habitat and change trends which are contributing to the dolphin's demise - in this case, principally the reduction in stocks of sardines and pilchards which it eats. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Prensa Latina: Anuncia ONU más protección para mamíferos marinos
23.11.2005

Naciones Unidas, 23 nov (PL) La Convención de Especies Migratorias anunció hoy nuevas medidas para proteger mejor especies en peligro de mamíferos marinos, en particular ocho de pequeños cetáceos.

De acuerdo con un informe presentado hoy en la sede en Kenia del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), esos animales, entre ellos el delfín del río Ganges, el delfín moteado del Atlántico y la ballena delfín, tendrán más resguardo.

Fuentes especializadas indican que más de dos tercios de los delfines, las marsopas y otras especies similares corren riesgo de ser atrapadas en redes de pesca.

También son vulnerables a la contaminación, la degradación del hábitat y las sondas ultrasonidos utilizadas por los militares, agregaron.

Para Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo del PNUMA, los pequeños cetáceos se encuentran entre las criaturas más carismáticas y amadas del planeta, muchas veces vinculadas a historias heroicas y leyendas.

Tristemente, esas cualidades por si solas no pueden protegerlos de una amplia variedad de amenazas, por lo cual respaldo totalmente todas las medidas para fortalecer su conservación a través de la Convención y otros acuerdos, subrayó Toepfer.

Con esas y otras acciones, expresó, se podrá revertir la tasa de pérdida de biodiversidad para el 2010 y llegar a las metas propuestas en la Cumbre Mundial de Desarrollo Sostenible celebrada en 2002.

____________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse: West Africa to stop jumbo numbers shrinking 
[appears in Mail&Guardian (South Africa), Gulf Times (Qatar), ...]

by Karen Calabria 

23.11.2005

NAIROBI, Nov 23 (AFP) - A dozen west African countries have signed a wide-ranging accord to conserve dwindling elephant populations devastated by poaching, conflict and habitat loss, the United Nations said Wednesday. 

The twelve nations, now home to fewer than 13,000 elephants due to the combined effect of those dangers, signed the pact at a conference at the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme (UNEP), it said. 

"Urgent, wide-ranging action is needed because of the perilous state of many of the region's elephant populations," UNEP said in a statement released at the meeting of parties to the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS). 

Under the agreement, Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Togo agreed to enact numerous cooperative measures to protect elephants, it said. 

The steps include improving natural habitats, creating cross-border migratory paths, banning unsustainable logging and reducing farming, mining and hunting in national parks and other reserves, UNEP said. 

Like their better known counterparts in eastern and southern Africa, west African elephants have been decimated by poaching and the ivory trade for centuries and their habitats engulfed by urbanization, deforestation and war. 

Scientists estimate the current west African elephant population of between 5,000 and 13,000 is a mere seven percent of what it was in 1900. 

Burkina Faso is home to the largest remaining population in the region, with an estimated 4,000 elephants. On the lower end of the ladder, experts speculate Sierra Leone may have as few as 300 elephants. 

Although most of west Africa's remaining elephants live in protected areas, wildlife staff in much of the region are ill-trained, poorly paid and lack the means to enforce conservation laws already in place, it said. 

The agreement aims to improve training, including provisions for university degrees in wildlife management, and acquire better field equipment in schemes kick-started with an intitial 60,000-dollar (51,000-euro) UNEP grant, it said. 

It builds on efforts begun in 1998 by the IUCN-World Conservation Union to promote the protection of elephants and encourage environmentally friendly development projects that benefit largely impoverished human populations. 

"This is not just a conservation agreement for elephants," said IUCN director-general Achim Steiner. 

"By improving their habitats and conserving the region's ecosystems, this agreement can boost the fortunes and prospects for local people who rely on nature for their livelihoods," he said. 

Experts hope the agreement will raise the profile of elephants in west Africa, which are overshadowed by bigger and better-promoted populations in east and south Africa, and improve tourism in the region. 

"This will give local and poor people a real economic incentive to conserve [elephants] for current and future generations," said Lamine Sebogo of the IUCN. 

But the Boston-based International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) suggests that west African forest elephants may not be as big of a draw as their sub-saharan savannah counterparts because they are harder to observe. 

"Forest elephants live deep in the forests so they are not very easy to see," said IFAW spokesperson Elizabeth Wamba. 

Overall, however, IFAW supported the signing of the memo of understanding and urged other African nations to implement similar strategies to conserve regional wildlife. 

"This agreement is paving the way forward for west African elephant populations and other regions should look at implementing something similar to foster regional cooperation to preserve wildlife," Wamba said. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters:Plan put forward to save birds of prey
22.11.2005
LONDON (Reuters) - Britain has put forward a plan for international action to protect such rare birds of prey as eagles, vultures and owls from extinction.

A report commissioned by the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) showed that more than a half the 60 species of migratory birds of prey found in Africa and Eurasia face extinction, either globally or within their regions.

"Of all types of birds, birds of prey have always fascinated people," Biodiversity Minister Jim Knight said this week at the Eighth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Migratory Species in Kenya.

"They can live long lives -- hence the 'wise old owl' -- but they have low breeding rates," he added.

If the 93 signatories of the convention agree by the end of the conference on Friday to commit to the proposal, the UK will organise an intergovernmental conference to work out further details, Knight said.

So far Britain, backed by all its 24 European Union partners, has outlined priorities for the protection of the threatened species, said a DEFRA spokeswoman in Nairobi.

Priorities include protecting the birds from shooting or illegal poisoning by farmers, tackling the effects of climate change on their habitat and raising awareness of their plight.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (UK):   Environment 'devastated by tax-free airline fuel'
By Colin Brown Deputy Political Editor 

23.11.2005

The devastating cost in global warming of tax-free fuel for airlines is laid bare in an EU report being studied by MPs.

Aviation fuel is untaxed, despite the growing evidence that it is undermining international efforts to reduce the damaging gases that cause global warming.

The European Commission report says that if the current rate of growth in air travel is continued, it will result in a 150 per cent increase in emissions from international flights from EU airports by 2012.

That will offset more than a quarter of the reductions required under the European Union's agreed Kyoto target. 

On current trends, the Commission says that aviation emissions 'will become a major contributor' of greenhouse gases.

But the EU and Britain, current holder of the EU's revolving presidency, have been accused by environmental lobbyists of ducking hard decisions over aviation fuel. Rather than tax the fuel, the European Commission is preparing to include it in the trading scheme for harmful emissions that cause global warming, and will be tabling legislation next year.

Tony Blair clearly hinted yesterday that he will give the go-ahead to a new generation of nuclear power stations, but stopped short at taxing aviation fuel. 'You don't set out as Prime Minister or as a government to be deeply unpopular,' he said when appearing before a group of senior MPs.

'On some of these issues to do with climate change " you can see it with some of the debate on nuclear power " there are difficult decisions that governments have got to take in the long-term interests of the country.' He added: 'None of us in politics deliberately courts unpopularity. In relation to climate change, there are real issues about energy security and supply that will mean decisions that are bound to be controversial.'

Airlines have lobbied the Government to oppose any move to tax aviation fuel, warning that they will fly to countries where it is not taxed to refuel if an EU-wide tax is brought in. Ministers also fear a backlash by passengers if taxes lead to higher fares, particularly by low- cost airlines.

The Commission said a 70 per cent improvement in EU fuel efficiency had been 'more than offset by the even higher growth in traffic, leading to an increase in the impact of aviation on the climate'.

While the EU's total emissions of those greenhouse gases controlled under the Kyoto Protocols fell by 5.5 per cent between 1990 and 2003, those from international aviation increased by 73 per cent, corresponding to an annual growth of 4.3 per cent.

The Commission report says that commercial aircraft cruising at altitude emit carbon dioxide, the most important greenhouse gas, nitrogen oxides, which have a net warming effect because they produce ozone but reduce atmospheric concentrations of methane, and also water vapour, which produces condensation trails.

Under the UN framework convention on climate change, greenhouse gas emissions from international air traffic are accounted in a different way from other emissions, due to a lack of consensus about who should be responsible for them. As a consequence, only domestic emissions of carbon dioxide are included in national emission totals.

The Commission warns that this removes a key part of the political pressure to implement measures in other sectors. It says international aviation should be included in any climate change regime after 2012.

The Environment minister Elliot Morley said a working group had been set up and its findings will be fed into an ongoing review of the existing framework of the community's emission trading scheme, which is due to report by 30 June next year. 'We are pressing for the development of an open emissions trading system for international aviation,' Mr Morley added.

He said the UK was holding back the weapon of taxation, but was pressing for the inclusion of aviation in the emissions trading scheme as a priority for its presidency, which ends next month. The Government is pressing for improved working practices at airports to cut emissions; research for new technologies; and voluntary action by airlines to develop sustainability strategies.

He added: 'We recognise that these measures may not provide a total solution. Therefore we continue to explore and discuss options for the use of other economic instruments.'

The high cost of air travel

n ENVIRONMENTAL COST PER PASSENGER OF A RETURN FLIGHT FROM LONDON TO:

n AMSTERDAM

Miles: 217

Fuel: 36 kg

Greenhouse gases: 341 kg CO2

The greenhouse gas emitted per passenger is equivalent to the weight of 179 Edam cheeses.

n ATHENS

Miles: 1,485

Fuel: 250 kg

Greenhouse gases: 2,336 kg CO2

After visiting, someone would have to go without heating, cooking, lighting and mechanised transport for 2 years and 9 months to make up for their impact on the environment.

n DUBLIN

Miles: 288

Fuel: 48kg

Greenhouse gases: 891 kg CO2

Travelling by car and ferry is 13 times more considerate to the ozone layer than flying.

n OSLO

Miles: 714

Fuel: 120 kg

Greenhouse gases: 1,122 kg CO2

The amount of carbon emitted " equivalent to the weight of four reindeer " would be cut by 85 per cent through travelling by car.

n NEW YORK

Miles: 3,455

Fuel: 414 kg

Greenhouse gases: 3,863 kg CO2

A visitor would have to take 700 two-hour bus tours of the Big Apple to emit the same amount of CO2.

n SYDNEY

Miles: 10,557

Fuel: 1,196 kg

Greenhouse gases: 11,149 kg CO2

The carbon emitted per passenger is equivalent to a mini driving around the earth 640 times, or the weight of four Indian elephants.

Figures on jet fuel and greenhouse gases based on 80% occupancy on jumbo jet DC-747. All greenhouse gases expressed as warming equivalent in CO2. Source: air travel calculator at www.chooseclimate.org and United Nations Environment Programme.

____________________________________________________________________________
Die Tageszeitung: Preis der Arbeit
 24.11.2005

Der Ball ist rund, und Umweltschutz bleibt Umweltschutz, so viel ist sicher. Ex-und-hopp-Verpackungen bleiben während der Fußball-WM im kommenden Jahr aus dem Spiel, Müllhalden in Stadien und bei Übertragungen auf Großleinwänden in deutschen Innenstädten sollen vermieden werden. Das Organisationskomitee der Fußball-Weltmeisterschaft und der Vertragspartner Coca-Cola seien sich über den Einsatz von Mehrweggefäßen einig, meldet dpa zu Wochenanfang. Im Hintergrund hatte der ehemalige Bundesumweltminister Jürgen Trittin (Grüne) seine wohl letzte - aber nachhaltige - Übung in einer Herzensangelegenheit vorgelegt: In einem Schreiben an das Organisationskomitee hatte Mr. Dosenpfand damit gedroht, sich von der WM-Umweltkampagne "Green Goal" zu distanzieren, solle der WM-Sponsor Coca-Cola die Verwendung von Einwegflaschen während der WM durchsetzen. Auch Klaus Töpfer (CDU), Direktor des UN-Umweltprogramms und einer der prominenten Mentoren von "Green Goal", soll gewunken haben, seine Unterstützung in diesem Fall zu streichen. Elfmeter für den Umweltschutz!

Ohne Umweltschutz geht offensichtlich gar nichts mehr: nicht in Deutschland und nicht in Europa. Nicht bei einer internationalen Sportveranstaltung - nicht mal in der klein- und mittelständischen Wirtschaft. In einer breit angelegten Kampagne hat die EU-Kommission das Jahr 2005 zum Jahr von CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility - gesellschaftliche Verantwortung von Unternehmen) erklärt. Ein Konzept, das Unternehmen als Grundlage dient, "auf freiwilliger Basis soziale Belange und Umweltbelange in ihre Unternehmenstätigkeit und in die Beziehungen zu ihren Partnern zu integrieren."

_____________________________________________________________________________

Die Welt: "Ich ziehe nach Berlin" 
von Ulli Kulke 

24.11.2005

Die CDU möchte Klaus Töpfer 2006 in den Kampf um das Rote Rathaus schicken - Wie sich der Politiker entscheidet, ist noch offen

Die Berliner CDU wünscht sich Klaus Töpfer als Spitzenkandidat für die Abgeordnetenhauswahl am 17. September 2006. Doch bisher hat der Direktor des UN-Umweltprogramms und frühere Bundesumweltminister weder zu- noch abgesagt. 

Der Mann bekennt sich zu den Metropolen und er kennt sich aus mit ihnen. Und wenn Berlin Probleme hat, so sind die Städte, für die Klaus Töpfer heute arbeitet, Katastrophe, Desaster, Weltuntergang. Reportagen, die man in Deutschland über Moloche wie Lagos, wie Kalkutta, wie Luanda liest, erinnern an apokalyptische Gemälde von Hieronymus Bosch - und dagegen hat er nicht einmal was: "Wir müssen Realitäten zeigen, deshalb brauchen wir auch diese Bilder." Realitäten seiner Arbeit. Natürlich erinnere ihn dies an Sisyphus, wenn er heute als Spitzenmann der UN daran arbeitet, Umwelt und Lebensbedingungen auch in den Slums zu verbessern. 

Klingt bei all dem die alte Bürgerparole aus Europa, "Stadtluft macht frei", nicht wie ein Hohn? "Warum denn, hinter dem Drang in die Stadt steht die Hoffnung auf Zukunft, Strom, Wasser, Ausbildung, Arbeit." Hoffnung für Milliarden. Und schaffen nicht immer wieder Menschen, sich aus dem Elend aus eigener Kraft herauszuarbeiten? "Deshalb wird es schwer bleiben, ein weiteres Anwachsen der Slums zu verhindern." 

Töpfer will das auch gar nicht. "Wir dürfen das nicht auf ewig als Problem sehen, die Urbanisierung müssen wir in eine Lösung der Aufgaben verwandeln." Eine Alternative gibt es sowieso nicht: "Sechs Milliarden Menschen können wir nicht übers Land verteilen, und jedes Jahr kommen 70 Millionen hinzu ", sagt er. "Die Stadt als solche ist eine ökologisch durchaus sinnvolle Organisation." Das gilt für Mexiko-City, für Shanghai, für Berlin. Die Stadt, die Metropole, seine Arbeit, sein Leben. Während der acht Jahre als Chef des UN-Umweltprogramms UNEP in Nairobi, Kenia, besonders aber während der zwei Jahre, in denen er parallel auch noch "Habitat" leitete, das Stadtentwicklungsprogramm bei den Vereinten Nationen. 

Er macht keinen Hehl daraus, wo er leben will, wenn er sich im Februar von seinem UN-Job zurückzieht. In Deutschlands Metropole. "Ich will nach Berlin", sagt er. Offen ist allerdings, ob als Rentner oder Regierender Bürgermeister. Immerhin eine Vorentscheidung könnte in dieser Woche fallen. Wenn sich Klaus Töpfer entscheidet, ob er für seine Partei CDU ins Rennen ums Rote Rathaus geht. So oder so, er mag die Stadt, sagt er, hat er doch ihr heutiges Aussehen durchaus mitgeprägt. 

Die Berliner CDU sucht jemand von außen für die Wahl, ihre einzige Chance, dem bodenlosen Allzeit-Tief zu entfliehen. Erster Wunschkandidat ist Töpfer, einst Umweltminister der Kohl-Regierung, später Leiter des Bau-Ressorts, Chefstratege des Regierungsumzugs nach Berlin. Aber paßt der Mann zu diesem Landesverband, in dessen jetziger desolater Verfassung? Er hat erstens kaum Feinde, genießt um so größere Gunst landauf, landab. Er ist zweitens weltweit geachteter Global Player wie bisher noch kein Berliner Bürgermeister. Und er verfügt drittens über eine außerordentliche Bodenständigkeit, trinkt Bier, spielt Skat. Drei Säulen einer Popularität, die nicht bei vielen Politikern nebeneinander zum Tragen kommen. 

Und er kann knurren, über die Jahre immer deutlicher; gegen manche Mächte in Politik und Wirtschaft, mit denen er es zu tun hat; abends beim Bier, aber auch öffentlich auf dem Podium. Hier kommt ein Politiker des alten Typus, dem man nach zwei Sätzen noch ein politisches Anliegen ansieht, das die eigene Karriereplanung überragt. Trotz seiner 67 Jahre. Gespräche über eine Kandidatur in Berlin führe er mit dem Berliner CDU-Chef Ingo Schmitt, sagt Töpfer, "andauernd". 

Dabei hat Berlin im Grunde die gegenteiligen Sorgen seiner derzeitigen Problemkinder: Es blutet aus, die Leute ziehen aufs Land. Eine ungute Tendenz, die Töpfer nicht zwingend ist. Er ist nicht damit einverstanden, daß die deutsche Politik jahrzehntelang die Zersiedelung auf der grünen Wiese fördert, die Städte ausfransen läßt. "Zeige mir deine Siedlungsstruktur, und ich sage Dir, wie teuer das Benzin ist." Lange vor Rot-Grün nämlich schon träumte er, der CDU-Mann, davon, den Benzinpreis langsam aber stetig zu erhöhen. Nur daß die Ökosteuer damals "Töpfertreppe" hieß - und natürlich unter Helmut Kohl keine Chance hatte. 

Es ist lange her, daß Töpfer Umweltminister war: als Kanzler Kohl ihn wegen unerhörter Vorstellungen wie etwa Spritpreiserhöhung und wegen allzu forschen Vorantreibens etwa der Kreislaufwirtschaft ins Bauministerium abschob. Als ihn auf der anderen Seite die Umweltszene als zu industriefreundlich attackierte. Und er selbst dann in den Rhein abtauchte, um dessen neue Sauberkeit zu feiern. Ein Lacher in den Medien damals, "eine Dummheit", sagt er heute. 

Heute will seine CDU die rot-grüne Ökosteuer natürlich nicht wieder zurücknehmen, hat die Partei die Vorzüge der Kreislaufwirtschaft und der Verpackungsverordnung längst verinnerlicht. Heute blickt aber vor allem auch die Umweltbewegung mit komplett anderen Augen auf ihren einstigen Gegenspieler, der er gar nicht war: Greenpeace-Klimaexperte Karsten Smid lobt, Töpfer habe als erster damals in der Regierung die Umwelt zum Thema gemacht, sei immer ein fairer Partner gewesen sei. 

Gerd Rosenkranz, seinerzeit taz-Umweltredakteur und heute politischer Leiter der Deutschen Umwelthilfe, sagt: "Wir haben ihn damals schwer unterschätzt." Töpfer sei es schließlich zu verdanken, daß der große Umweltgipfel 1992 in Rio zum Erfolg wurde. Damals schon äußerst erfolgreich im großen internationalen Konzert, im Inland aber von oben gebremst und von unten verkannt. 

In unserer Zeit nun dagegen so viel Ansehen - warum, so dachte Töpfer daher im vergangenen Jahr, solle er da nicht auch Bundespräsident werden können. Offiziell hielt er sich bedeckt bei der Kandidatenfindung im vergangenen Jahr, doch es war klar, daß er die Trumpfkarte der CDU-Rebellengruppe um Roland Koch und Peter Müller gegen Merkel war und er selbst durchaus Ehrgeiz entwickelt hatte. Merkel siegte, mit Köhler. 

Heute stellt sich die Frage, ob Töpfer seine einstige Nachfolgerin im Umweltministerium, Angela Merkel, nicht doch noch zu überholen vermag: Mit einer schwarz-grünen Koalition im Berliner Rathaus oder auch Jamaika - eine unerhörte Liaison, die in der Union derzeit nur wenige zusammenbringen könnten. Bereitet er dieses Terrain schon mal vor für Berlin? 

Auf einer Fahrt zum Flughafen Tegel, Telefongespräch im Auto, wieder mal Schmidt: "Es würde dem Image schon gut tun", sagt Töpfer, "wenn wir bei Fußballspielen keine Wegwerfbecher mehr im Stadion anbieten ließen." Berlin, die neue Ökostadt unter dem Regierenden Bürgermeister Klaus Töpfer? Noch nicht ganz, stellt sich heraus. Es war diesmal nicht CDU-Chef Schmitt, sondern Horst R. Schmidt, Organisationschef des DFB für die Fußball-WM, es ging um das deutsche Großereignis insgesamt im nächsten Jahr. 

Aber immerhin: Entwicklungshilfe aus Nairobi für die wichtigste Nebensache der Deutschen. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Reuters: Polluted river water heads towards Chinese city

By Chris Buckley 

24.11.2005

HARBIN, China, Nov 24 (Reuters) - A toxic slick of polluted river water reached the outskirts of one of China's biggest cities on Thursday after an explosion at a petrochemical plant upstream nearly two weeks ago. 

China said the blast had caused "major pollution", spilling benzene compounds into the Songhua River from which Harbin, capital of the northeastern province of Heilongjiang and home to nine million people, draws its drinking water. 

Local officials warned residents on Thursday to be on the lookout for symptoms of benzene poisoning, which in heavy doses can cause anaemia and other blood disorders, as well as kidney and liver damage. 

Also on Thursday, a blast shook a chemical factory in the southwestern province of Sichuan, killing one person, injuring three and raising fears of benzene contamination in the nearby town of Danjiang, Xinhua news agency reported. 

In Heilongjiang, governor Zhang Zuoji ordered hospitals to brace for possible cases of poisoning and promised to drink the first glass of water from city taps once the pollution passes. 

A provincial government spokesman said the 80-km (50-mile) stretch of pollution passed Harbin's water supply inlet early on Thursday and was to flow past the city itself on Saturday. 

Water supplies could resume partially as early as Sunday, Xinhua said. 

Residents' reactions ranged from stoic acceptance to anxiety, but there were few signs of panic in Harbin, where most residents continued to work and shops and restaurants remained open. 

"It's worrying, because it may not have a strong smell or colour, so you can't tell when it's gone," said Hong Shan, a retired official exercising beside the river. "It's up to the government to keep us informed. We can't tell ourselves." 

The explosion happened at a chemicals plant in neighbouring Jilin province on Nov. 13 only a few hundred metres (yards) from the Songhua. Five people were killed. 

AIRBORNE THREAT 

The Jilin plant, Jilin PetroChemical Co., had insisted it was not responsible for the pollution. But the deputy general manager of China National Petroleum Corp., Jilin PetroChemical's parent company, apologised to Harbin residents. 

"China's environment administration said here on Thursday that a chemical plant of Jilin PetroChemical Co. under China National Petroleum Corp. should be held responsible for the pollution," Xinhua said. 

The administration said banks of the river contained 100 times more than normal levels of chemicals with benzene, a solvent and component of petrol. 

Jilin has sought to block more pollutants entering the river, and also released a surge of water from a dam to dilute the toxins, Xinhua reported. 

By 11 a.m. on Thursday, nitrobenzene levels in the river 16 km (10 miles) upstream from the site where Harbin siphons off drinking water were still 8.5 times above normal but benzene levels were within acceptable limits, it said. 

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao chaired a government meeting on Wednesday on pollution. "Our country's environmental situation remains grim," the State Council was quoted as saying by Xinhua. 

The pollutants had already passed through the smaller city of Songyuan, between Jilin and Harbin, where water supplies had been partially cut for seven days. 

A Harbin environmental protection group recently issued a report documenting widespread chemical pollution along the Songhua River. 

The report warned that many factories were secretly dumping waste water and chemicals into the river, and water treatment plants could not do enough. 

Russia's environmental protection agency said on Wednesday it was worried the pollution might affect drinking water supplies in its Khabarovsk region, which the Songhua enters several hundred kilometres downstream from Harbin. 

The slick of polluted water would flow into Russia's Amur River after 14 days, Xinhua quoted the Environmental Protection Administration as saying on Thursday. 

Russian Natural Resources Minister Yuri Trutnev said all steps would be taken to ensure there was no health risk, the RIA Novosti news agency reported. 

"But so as to make sure these measures are effective, we need more information from the Chinese," he said. 

Russian television showed shops stocking up with extra drinking water and reported that some owners had already put up prices. Officials were pictured scooping up river water through holes in the ice to test for signs of pollution. 

The Itar-Tass news agency said emergency teams were on stand-by and had warned local residents about the possibility of pollution. It quoted officials as saying contaminated water could reach the Birobidzhan region by Nov. 27-8 and the Khabarovsk area by Dec. 1-3. 

_______________________________________

Associated Press: California settles on clean coal future 
Bad news for Wyoming, which hadn’t planned on costlier technology
The Associated Press
Updated: 2:01 p.m. ET Nov. 23, 2005
California energy regulators have approved new standards that embrace what’s known as clean coal and preclude importing electricity from conventional coal-burning power plants — 

The California Energy Commission on Monday approved the Integrated Energy Policy Report, which includes new standards on greenhouse gas emissions beyond the reach of traditional, coal-fired power plants.

Wyoming energy officials say California's decision is a major setback to plans to build new coal plants to supply California via a planned transmission line. The decision also could affect the future value of Wyoming's coal reserves.

"The policy could preclude (using) coal-fired generation from Wyoming, in a timely way, to meet the power supply needs of California," said Steve Waddington, executive director of the Wyoming Infrastructure Authority.

Wyoming might sue
California's new policy restricts future purchases of out-of-state, coal-based power to only those facilities that can prevent pollution from entering the air. Any new coal plant that wishes to sell electricity there must be as clean as the best natural-gas fired plant.

The Wyoming authority may consider a legal challenge to the California rule based on interstate commerce law, officials said.

Wyoming officials have said coal-fired power plants would be the most affordable and most attainable option to secure investment in the proposed Wyoming-to-California Frontier transmission line. Once that investment is made, they say the line could carry power from wind, solar and other renewable resources that California wants.

Activists happy
A spokesman for the Wyoming Conservation Voters Education Fund said the California decision might finally force investors to support zero-emission coal technology.

"The writing is on the wall," said Jason Marsden, executive director of Wyoming Conservation Voters. "Investors should think twice before investing their money on new coal-combustion power plants that can't capture global warming pollutants, since California, the biggest potential electricity customer, is no longer interested in buying dirty, coal-fired power."

Waddington said the California policy could have a silver lining for Wyoming. He said California officials may ultimately conclude that they need to invest funds to work with Wyoming to develop clean-coal technologies.

_______________________________________________________________________

Financial Times:US greenhouse gas output falls
By Fiona Harvey 
22.11.2005
 

Emissions of greenhouse gases from the US fell for the first time in more than a decade between 2000 and 2003 following a shift in heavy manufacturing away from US shores to cheaper locations such as China.

James Connaughton, chairman of the White House’s Council on Environmental Quality, said on Tuesday the decrease of 0.8 per cent in gases such as carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide had been unexpected: “This was not something we would have projected.”

The slight fall had come even as the US population grew by 8.6m, and increased its gross domestic product by the worth of the economy of China, Mr Connaughton said.

Greenhouse gas emissions in the US, from sources such as electricity generation, motor transport and industry, increased by an average of about 1 per cent a year during the 1990s. The last time the country’s greenhouse gas output fell significantly was in the early 1980s following a recession, and there was a slight decline around 1990-91.

Mr Connaughton hailed the “stabilisation” of greenhouse gas output as a victory for the US policy of avoiding mandatory targets and concentrating on new technologies, such as methane capture and “clean coal”. But he admitted that alongside these “good reasons” for the drop, there were also “bad reasons”, such as the offshoring of manufacturing and commodity chemicals and agricultural fertiliser industries.

He said industrial emissions, defined as those generated directly by industry or by the energy used in industrial processes, were below 1990 levels – the baseline for calculating the reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from developed countries under the United Nations-brokered Kyoto treaty on climate change.

____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Poor nations light their way without Kyoto caps
By Ed Stoddard 

22.11.2005

ZANDSPRUIT, South Africa, Nov 22 (Reuters) - Stanley Diphofa is happy to be hooked up to South Africa's power grid. 

And he's not worried by the fact that the massive coal-fired stations which power it emit large quantities of greenhouse gases blamed for climate change. 

"If you have no electricity, you have no business," he said outside his modest computer service centre -- housed in a corrugated iron shed -- on the edge of a crowded squatter camp just north of Johannesburg. 

One section of the camp has been hooked up to electricity; the other half desperately wants to be plugged in. 

"Electricity makes a huge difference. You can cook, iron, study at night," said Bongani Dyala, a high school student who lives in a shack in the part of the camp with no power. 

The government is keen to roll out more power services to millions of poor black South Africans and it does not want to commit itself to greenhouse gas emission cuts under the United Nations' Kyoto Protocol on climate change. 

Most developed nations have agreed to cut their emissions of heat-trapping gases by 5.2 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-12 but poorer countries are exempt from the Kyoto emission caps. 

A U.N. conference in Montreal, Canada, from Nov. 28 will start looking at ways to extend Kyoto beyond 2012 and widen it to non-participants including the United States and developing nations like China and India. 

The United States pulled out of Kyoto in 2001 when President George W. Bush said it was too expensive and wrongly excluded poor nations from the first round to 2012. 

NO CAPS FOR POOR NATIONS 

But the planet's have-nots are unlikely to sign up to post-2012 cuts in greenhouse gases on the grounds that the rich world's economic success was fired by industrial smokestacks and exhaust pipes. 

They also argue that while rich nations have long accounted for the bulk of global emissions, poor regions may be the worst affected by falling water supplies, rising seas, desertification and other phenomena linked to climate change. 

Emissions from most African countries -- excluding South Africa -- are tiny by global standards, on a continent where electricity and private cars are a luxury most can never afford. 

South Africa's Environment Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk told Reuters in a recent interview that it was too early for developing countries to sign up for targets. 

Similar signals have come from Asian giants India and China. 

"China, India and South Africa still need to undergo quite substantial economic growth to raise the living standards of their citizens to an acceptable level," said Steve Sawyer, climate policy adviser for Greenpeace. 

South Africa's government is aiming for an annual economic growth rate of six percent by 2010 in a bid to slash poverty. 

"But the definitions of a developing country are a little bit fuzzy. South Korea and Mexico are at a stage of development where they could make commitments based on their per capita GDPs (gross domestic products)," Sawyer said. 

Analysts say instead of caps, developing countries are more likely to opt for "softer" targets such as commitments to boost their use of renewable energy like solar and wind power. 

In the jargon used about climate change, they will be encouraged to take steps to "decarbonise" their economies. 

"They may start with a different kind of target, perhaps by sector. Or perhaps make they will make a commitment on renewable energy," said Jennifer Morgan, the director of conservation group WWF's global climate change programme. 

SOUTH AFRICA MICROCOSM 

South Africa in many ways provides a microcosm of the global debate on this issue. 

It has an affluent and mostly white minority that enjoys living standards like those in developed countries, and a mostly poor black majority that aspires to this lifestyle -- a mirror image of the global "North-South" divide. 

It is also the most industrialised and advanced economy on the African continent. It is the 16th highest emitter of greenhouse gases in the world, accounting for 1.4 percent of global carbon dioxide emissions, according to U.N. data. 

Its emissions look set to rise as a black middle class emerges and the government strives to improve the lives of millions of its people. 

New vehicle sales hit a monthly record high of 54,574 units in September and remained robust in October -- a trend analysts say stems in part from the growth of the black middle class. 

State power utility Eskom says power demand is set to outpace current output by 2007, leading the government to announce plans to recommission several mothballed power stations and build more from scratch. 

These will mostly be fuelled by carbon-heavy coal, a mineral that South Africa has in abundance. About 92 percent of Eskom's power is generated by coal. 

Eskom says about 70 percent of households now have electricity compared to 36 percent when apartheid ended in 1994. It aims to get all homes hooked up to the grid. 

Plans to expand industrial capacity -- including the construction of an aluminium smelter -- will boost South Africa's energy consumption further. 

But the future of emerging economies is not just belching smokestacks. 

Eskom aims to boost its use of renewables -- currently it is next to nothing -- and South Africa is blessed with lots of clean energy sources in the form of sun, wind and surf. 

Even China has made huge strides in this regard, with some environmentalists lauding it for its "green energy" policies. 

According to the Washington-based Worldwatch Institute, 35 million homes in China are already getting their hot water from solar collectors -- more than the rest of the world combined. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
Nouvel Observateur:  Baleines: Greenpeace va lancer une grande campagne contre la pêche japonaise 

LE CAP (AP) -- Greenpeace a annoncé samedi son intention de lancer dimanche sa plus grande campagne à ce jour contre la pêche japonaise à la baleine. L'expédition durera 14 mois. 
Sara Holden, porte-parole de l'organisation écologiste, a précisé que deux navires, le MY Esperanza et le MY Arctic Sunrise, équipés d'un hélicoptère, de vedettes et d'équipement perfectionné de télécommunications, quitteraient avec à leur bord une soixantaine de militants de 20 pays, le port sud-africain du Cap pour le sanctuaire des baleines de l'océan Austral (Antarctique). 
La campagne visera les bâtiments japonais dont l'Agence japonaise de la Pêche a annoncé qu'ils doubleraient cette année le nombre de captures de baleines de Minke, ce qui porterait le total à 935 selon Greenpeace. 
Le gouvernement japonais assure qu'il s'agit d'une pêche destinée à la recherche scientifique mais les organisations environnementalistes affirment que les prises sont destinées à la consommation nationale de viande de baleine et qu'il s'agit donc d'une violation manifeste de l'interdiction internationale de pêche commerciale à la baleine.

____________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update 24 November 2005

UN or UNEP in the news


West African countries to sign treaty on elephants
Scoop.co.nz, Wednesday, 23 November 2005, Press Release: United Nations - A dozen West African countries to sign UN treaty on boosting numbers of elephants 
With the estimated number of elephants in West Africa dropping to between 5,000 and 13,000, a dozen countries are scheduled to sign a treaty on the animals' protection at a United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) meeting in Kenya's capital, Nairobi. 
The agreement and its action plan presented at the 20 to 25 November meeting sets targets and timetables for improving elephant habitats, boosting the numbers in fragile populations, setting up wildlife "corridors" and many other measures, including cross-border cooperation.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0511/S00413.htm 


Also in:


Sonar threatens dolphin, whale survival - UN 

Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand, 24 November 2005 - http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3489794a7693,00.html 

U.N. says sonar threatens dolphin, whale survival
Malaysia Star, Malaysia, 24 November 2005 - By Nita Bhalla - http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2005/11/24/worldupdates/2005-11-24T000249Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_-224824-1&sec=Worldupdates 

U.N. says sonar threatens dolphin, whale survival
Reuters India, India - Thu Nov 24, 2005  - http://in.today.reuters.com/News/newsArticle.aspx?type=worldNews&storyID=2005-11-24T000249Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-224824-1.xml 

U.N. says sonar threatens dolphin, whale survival
Leading The Charge, Australia, 23 November 2005 -http://www.leadingthecharge.com/stories/news-00103842.html 
Hanoi hosts workshop on waste management systems
A two-day workshop on solid waste management and environmentally sound technologies (ESTs) was held in the capital last week. 
VietNamNet Bridge - Hanoi, Vietnam, 23 November 2005 - At the workshop, aimed to increase awareness on the policy framework for resource augmentation, local and foreign experts discussed tapping renewable energy sources and utilising waste in the country.
Speaking on the occasion, Per Bakken, director of the International Environmental Technology Centre (IETC) under the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), asked the Vietnamese industry to implement policies on resource augmentation and apply ESTs for production.
http://english.vietnamnet.vn/tech/2005/11/514866/ 

Ha Noi hosts workshop on waste management systems
Viet Nam News, Vietnam, 23 November 2005 -http://vietnamnews.vnagency.com.vn/showarticle.php?num=01ENV231105 

_____________________________________________________________________________
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SA Looks for Niche in Low-Emissions World

Business Day (Johannesburg): COUNTRIES that signed the Kyoto Protocol agreed that by 2012 they would meet certain targets to cut their emissions of greenhouse gases. Now they have to decide what to do next. The signatories are tackling this question at next week's United Nations (UN) conference on climate change to be held in Montreal, Canada. The UN agreement came into effect in February, when Russia ratified the treaty. Initiated in 1997, the protocol is a binding agreement forcing more than 30 industrialized countries -- except the US and Australia, which refused to sign -- to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions to 5% below 1990 levels. SA has clearly defined expectations of the outcomes for the Montreal conference. The environmental affairs and tourism department's deputy director-general for environmental quality and protection, Joanne Yawitch, says the conference will have to look at post-2012 plans. The first protocol commitment period comes to an end in 2012. Lobbying for what the future climate change regime will look like has started in earnest, with developing countries pressuring industrialized countries to make further commitments to cut emissions. It is unlikely that there will be blood on the floor in Montreal as the majority of the signatories have expressed their commitment to addressing climate change. British Prime Minister Tony Blair on several occasions said that during his country's presidency of the Group of Eight nation’s climate change would be a priority. Delegates from poorer countries are also likely to push for discussion on climate change adaptation mechanisms, especially for African countries. Africa's contribution to greenhouse gas emissions is negligible, with SA by far the biggest air polluter. But the continent's poor countries are most vulnerable to the negative effects of climate change. Yawitch says envisaged adaptation measures include early warning systems and disaster management mechanisms to help poorer and vulnerable countries. Richard Worthington, coordinator of the Sustainable Energy and Climate Change Partnership, shares this sentiment. "Developing countries are concerned about the impact of climate change in their own development goals," he says. Worthington believes richer countries should provide funding to help their poorer counterparts. Many African countries are vulnerable to climate change because of their poor technology and reliance on agriculture, which is vulnerable to adverse changes in climate. According to the World Bank Institute, 70% of Africa depends on agriculture for a livelihood. One issue which may prove divisive at the conference, if it is raised, is whether poorer countries should also cut their emissions. http://allafrica.com/stories/200511230163.html
Mediterranean and Northeast Atlantic get tsunami warning system

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Experts and delegations from 23 countries of the Mediterranean and Northeast Atlantic have laid the foundations for a regional tsunami early warning system at a meeting that ended in Rome Tuesday. Organized by UNESCO's Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), this was the first meeting of the new system's Intergovernmental Coordination Group (ICG), which will oversee its implementation and supervise its operations. The participants identified the key technical requirements for the system and adopted a plan of action for 2006-2007, says a news release issued to PANA Wednesday. The plan of action focuses on enhancing capabilities for multiple hazard and risk assessment; improving warning efficiency based on seismological, geophysical and sea-level information. It also seeks to increase mitigation ability through coastal planning and raising public awareness of coastal hazards. The ICG will implement trials for key components of the early warning system with the aim of having an initial operational system in place by December 2007. In a message to the meeting, UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura underlined the need to utilize existing European detection networks, harnessing their existing capabilities for the purposes of tsunami warning. "Since the long-term sustainability of the warning system depends on the multiple uses of detection networks (and) national tsunami warning centers, designed to respond to the most frequent types of events occurring in their regions and fully interlinked with the national emergency authorities, so that long-term preparedness plans can be implemented and timely warning can be issued by responsible agencies," he added. The tsunami early warning system for the Northeast Atlantic and the Mediterranean is part of a global tsunami warning and mitigation system being coordinated by UNESCO-IOC. Similar systems have already been established in the Pacific and the Indian Oceans, and planning is underway for a warning system in the Caribbean. The next meeting of the system's Intergovernmental Coordination group is scheduled for May 2006.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng099383&dte=23/11/2005
African conference on space science and technology opens

Abuja, Nigeria (PANA) - Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo urged African leaders to show more commitment to space science and technology, as the African leadership conference on space science and technology got underway in the nation's capital, Abuja, Wednesday. In an opening speech, read on his behalf by Science and Technology Minister Turner Isoun, President Obasanjo expressed the belief that the conference would offer African leaders the opportunity to address the issues relating to the use of space science and technology for the development of the entire continent. He also said the conference would enable African countries to renew their commitment to the UN General Assembly through the United Nations Committee on Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) in its efforts to promote international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space for human development.  "Let me use this opportunity to call upon all African leaders to be proactive in the work of COPUOS, especially in the implementation of the recommendations of the 3rd United Nations Conference on Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE 111)," the Nigerian leader said.  The President said Nigeria had shown much commitment in space science and technology, touting the launch in September 2003 of its first satellite (NigeriaSat-1) in Russia. He disclosed that NigeriaSat-1 had produced over 2,000 images which have been used in many areas of the country's national development, including, deforestation, food security, gully and coastal erosion management, defense, water resources and ecosystem management, desertification early warning and flood vulnerability mapping and monitoring. President Obasanjo said Nigeria had taken further steps toward providing Africa with a communication satellite backbone to enhance the revolution of information communication, particularly in the areas of e-learning, tele-education and rural telephony, amongst others. 

Renewable Energy: Nigeria Targets 16,000MW By 2015

This Day (Lagos): Energy Commission of Nigeria yesterday said the country is planning to produce about 15903MW of electricity from renewable energy sources by 2015. A report by the technical committee set up by Federal Government to evaluate the country's renewable energy potentials said the nation has about 15 sources from which it can expand its existing power generation capacities.  Speaking at the workshop on renewable energy development organized by ECN in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Abuja, the Director-General of ECN, Prof. Abubakar Sambo said government is developing a master plan that would enable the exploitation of five renewable energy sources in the areas of solar energy, small hydro, wind and biomass energy generating systems. Giving an overview of the strategies being worked out for the actualization of the project, the D-G said the implementation is targeted mostly at rural populace who may not have been effectively covered by existing facilities. He said the development of the master plan is being funded by the UNDP. He said the overall objective of the REMP is to articulate a roadmap for national development through the accelerated development and exploitation of renewable energy. The REMP while providing a comprehensive framework for developing renewable energy will ensure expanded access to energy services to Nigerians, raising the standard of living, especially in rural areas. It is also aimed at stimulating economic growth, employment and empowerment for the people. The plan is exploit the new energy sources which in terms of quantity and cost will promote the achievement of equitable and sustainable growth and to enable transition from crud oil to less carbon intensive economy http://allafrica.com/stories/200511230453.html
Farmer Makes Diesel Out of Cooking Oil

BuaNews (Tshwane): A farmer is making diesel using old cooking oil he buys from take-away shops. Dries Joubert, chairperson of the Limpopo branch of the Transvaal Agricultural Union of South Africa (TAU SA), says the increasing price of diesel gave him the idea to start making cheaper fuel at the end of September. He said workers on his Maluma macadamia nut farm near Makhado, "now smell fish and chips" rather than diesel fumes while working the fields. "It smells really good and releases 75 percent less pollution than normal diesel," said Mr. Joubert. He said he's not the first to come up with the idea of turning cooking oil into diesel. The idea had been around for about 100 years. "It was actually started by, Rudolph Diesel back in 1897 and I simply downloaded the information from the Internet," he said. When inventing an alternative to petroleum fuel, Diesel saw vegetable oil as the solution. Mr. Joubert says his homemade diesel costs about R2 less per liter than what he gets at filling stations. And it costs him about R3, 50 to produce a liter of diesel. However he says making the diesel is quite a lengthy process. "You first have to heat the cooking oil at temperatures of 50 to 55 degrees. You then add chemicals after which you stir and let mixture simmer for about eight hours," he said. After eight hours, the mixture will have turned into diesel, but needs to be filtered first. To date he has used about 1 000 liters of used cooking oil and is currently processing 200 liters. There are 15 people working on the project and Mr. Joubert has drawn up a four-year plan to develop it further. He is investigating using other oils and building a proper plant. http://allafrica.com/stories/200511230751.html
_____________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Update 3 November 2005
Bahrain 

UN experts meet
The United Nations Environment Programme Regional Office for West Asia (UNEP/ROWA) is organizing the West Asia Regional Preparatory Meeting for the 7th Global Civil Society Forum in Bahrain. It will be held today and tomorrow at Novotel Al Dana Resort from 9am. More than 30 participants are expected to take part. The meeting will be opened by UNEP/ROWA's newly appointed director and regional representative Dr Habib El-Habr. It will have presentations from UNEP experts from the region and from its headquarters in Nairobi, providing background on the preparations for the forum, which will take place in Dubai on February 5 and 6.
A Global Drafting Committee will meet in Bahrain on Monday at the same venue at 9am to prepare the Global Civil Society Statement to the UNEP Governing Council.
Source: Gulf Daily News, 19 November 2005
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=127257&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28244
Chemicals 'pose threat'

Chemical waste from a dumping ground in the Hafira area, between Alba and Jaw, could poison the country's underground water reserves, it was claimed yesterday. Flammable gases from waste products have also caused an explosion and fire in the past, it was revealed. 
"There is no waste management - not just industrial waste, but household waste too such as batteries, expired medicines and cleaning agents," said Environment Friends Society committees head Mohammed Kadhim Mohsin.
"People don't read the instructions on how to dispose of products in the correct way and it's all mixed up and dumped in the same area."
Mr Mohsin said there were long and short-term effects of bad waste management - warning that chemicals could eventually poison Bahrain's freshwater supplies.
He was speaking yesterday at the West Asia Regional Preparatory Meeting for the 7th Global Civil Society Forum. The meeting was opened by Bahrain-based director and regional representative of the United Nations Environment Programme Regional Office for West Asia (UNEP-ROWA), Dr Habib El Habr, at the Novotel Al Dana Resort. He urged Bahrain to take a sustainable approach to tourism and development to balance the pressure on coastal areas and natural resources. "It is time. We know that all the countries in the region are pushing for openness and development.

Source: Gulf Daily News, 20 November 2005
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=127373&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28245


New factory to recycle oil waste
A new factory being built adjacent to the Bapco refinery will recycle over 70 years' worth of waste oil and turn it into material used in the construction industry. The Saudi-owned Awazel International plant will process 15,000 tonnes of sludge a year, including 1,500 from Bapco's skim pond, in which waste from factories all over Bahrain is dumped.  This will mean Bapco will be able to close the skim pond, which is a large expanse of water were a skimmer separates it from the oil dumped to be stored permanently on dumping grounds elsewhere on the refinery's premises. The project's first phase is being built at a cost of $2 million (BD756,000) and there are plans for doubling the size of its capacity in the future.

Source: Gulf Daily News, 22 November 2005
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=127497&Sn=BUSI&IssueID=28247

Oman
	Sultanate participates in water conference


	MUSCAT The Sultanate is taking part in the Seventh Gulf Water Conference. Titled “Water in the GCC-Towards Integrated Water Resources, the conference will be held in Kuwait from November 19 to 23. Zahir Bin Khalid Al Suleimani, Director-General of Water Resources Affairs at the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources, is heading the Sultanate’s delegation comprising ministry officials. The five-day conference is being organized by the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, in cooperation with the Water Science and Technology Association of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Secretariat.
Al Suleimani said the Sultanate has a good presence in this conference as a number of Omanis are members in the Water Science and Technology Society of the GCC Secretariat. 



Source: Oman Tribune, 19 November 2005
http://www.omantribune.com/index.php?page=news&id=4445&heading=News%20in%20Detail

Qatar
UNESCO digital workshop’s focus on water resource conservation

Unesco yesterday officially opened the first training session of programmes aimed at raising the awareness on issues critical to water through digital art and technology. The programmes are DigiArts, Sound of Our Water, and the Khaleej Young Musicians international competition.
DigiArts is one of Unesco’s major initiatives aimed at the development of inter-disciplinary activities in research, creativity and communication in the field of media arts.
Unesco promotes environmental awareness and cultural diversity through digital arts and computer technology in an international, challenging encounter.
Cultural personalities and delegates from the GCC countries attended the opening ceremony.

Source: Gulf Times, 22 November 2005
http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=61840&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
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 AFGANHISTAN: SECURITY COUNCIL APPLAUDS FINAL ELECTION RESULTS, REFUGE   AGENCY CHIEF TOURS                                                         

 The United Nations Security Council this morning congratulated the people  

 of Afghanistan on the confirmation of the final results for the            

 parliamentary and provincial council elections as paving the way toward    

 the timely inauguration of the new parliament and the conclusion of its    

 transitional political phase.                                              

In a presidential statement read by the Council President for November,    

 Ambassador Andrey Denisov of the Russian Federation, the Council also      

 expressed its hope for the prompt appointment of all members of the House  

 of Elders, or Meshrano Jirga.                                              

 The transitional political process was agreed in 2001 at an international  

 conference in Bonn, Germany, after the ouster of the Taliban regime.       

 The Council again thanked all those who contributed to the electoral       

 process, reaffirmed how important it was for the international community   

 to maintain a high level of commitment to assisting Afghanistan in         

 addressing such remaining challenges as improving security, governance and 

 development and fighting terrorist and narcotic threats.                   

 Violence in any form intended to disrupt the democratic process in         

 Afghanistan would not be tolerated, the Council said, as it condemned      

 unequivocally all recent attacks in the country, including assaults on the 

 International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and extended its sympathies 

 to the victims and the families.                                           

 Meanwhile, UN High Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres called on    

 the Government of Afghanistan to take into account the needs of the        

 repatriating refugees when it explains its development plans to a          

 conference to be held in London early next year.                           

Speaking at a news conference at the end of his first mission to the       

 country, he said: "I encourage all three governments – Iran, Pakistan and  

 Afghanistan – to play a constructive role in addressing this issue,        

 together with the UN refugee agency."                                      

During his meeting yesterday with President Karzai on the first day of his 

 two-day visit, Mr. Guterres said: "We're now entering a new stage in the   

 return and reintegration of Afghan refugees. Return will continue to be    

 the main solution for Afghans living in asylum countries, but a new        

 approach needs to be developed and UNHCR remains committed to finding a    

 durable solution."                                                         

* * *                                                                      

 SECURITY COUNCIL CALLS FOR RESPECT OF ENTIRE LEBANON-ISRAEL BLUE LINE      

The United Nations Security Council today expressed deep concern about the 

 hostilities along the Blue Line between Israel and Lebanon on Monday,      

 "which were initiated by Hizbollah from the Lebanese side, and which       

 quickly spread along the entire Blue Line," and said it regretted the      

 casualties on both sides.                                                  

 In a statement read to journalists by Russia's Permanent Representative,   

 Ambassador Andrey Denisov, who is Council president for November, the 15   

 members appealed to all parties to respect the Blue Line in its entirety,  

 exercise the utmost restraint and refrain from any action that could       

 further escalate the situation.                                            

 They repeated their call on the Government of Lebanon to extend its        

 authority and to exert its monopoly over the use of force in all of its    

 territory, in accordance with Council resolutions.                         

 A UN spokesman said on Tuesday that the hostilities resulted in the        

 reported deaths of several Hizbollah fighters and an unconfirmed number of 

 wounded on both sides, but the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)        

 brokered a ceasefire to prevent a further escalation of tensions.                                                                                      

 * * *                                                                      

ANNAN BRIEFS SECURITY COUNCIL ON RECENT MIDDLE EAST TRIP                   

Secretary-General Kofi Annan today briefed the Security Council on his     

 recent trip to the Middle East, touching on the issues of terrorism, Syria 

 and Lebanon and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.                          

 Mr. Annan visited Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait earlier this month,      

 making brief side trips to Iraq and to Jordan, where he expressed his      

 condolences over the terrorist suicide bombings of three hotels in Amman,  

 the capital.                                                               

 Earlier this year Mr. Annan's Special Envoy Terje Roed-Larsen helped       

 broker the withdrawal of Syrian forces from Lebanon in accordance with     

 Security Council resolution 1559 after they had been stationed in the      

 country for almost three decades.                                          

A UN International Independent Investigation Commission (UNIIIC) is also   

 probing the assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri   

 and in an interim report determined that "converging evidence" pointed at  

 both Lebanese and Syrian involvement. Mr. Annan and the Council have       

 called on Syria to cooperate fully.                                        

On the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the UN is part of the Diplomatic      

 Quartet which has drafted the Road Map plan calling for a series of        

 parallel steps by both sides leading to two States living side-by-side in  

 peace, originally by the end of this year. The other three members are the 

 European Union, Russia and the United States.                              

 * * *                                                                      

 SECURITY COUNCIL DEMANDS ERITREA, ETHIOPIA RETREAT FROM HOSTILE POSTURES   

The Security Council today threatened actions – which could include        

 sanctions – against Eritrea and Ethiopia if, in the case of Eritrea, it    

 does not immediately rescind its ban on United Nations flights in its      

 airspace, and against both parties in the recently rekindled Horn of       

 Africa border dispute if they do not reverse their military build up.                                                                                  

 In its unanimous resolution on the two countries, which fought a bitter    

 war from 1998 to 2000, the Council demanded that Eritrea, without delay or 

 preconditions, reverse its 4 October decision to ban helicopter flights of 

 the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) along with any other        

 restrictions on their mandated operations.                                 

 It also demanded that Ethiopia accept the agreed-upon Boundary             

 Commission's final and binding decisions concerning the demarcation of the 

 border between the two countries, and that both parties return to their    

 December 2004 levels of troop deployment within thirty days, refraining    

 from threats or the use of force.                                          

In the matter of the flight ban and the redeployments, the Council evoked  

 Article 14 of the UN Charter when expressing its determination to consider 

 measures for non-compliance. Measures under Article 14 can include         

 sanctions.                                                                 

 Both the Security Council and Secretary-General Kofi Annan have previously 

 called on Eritrea to lift the ban, which has forced UNMEE to evacuate 18   

 of its posts in the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ) between the two          

 countries, and endangered peacekeepers who need to be evacuated for        

 medical treatment.                                                         

Mr. Annan has warned that the situation could lead to another round of     

 "devastating hostilities," and while calling for lifting the Eritrean ban, 

 he has also urged the Council to address the underlying causes of the      

 stalemate in the peace process between the two countries, including        

 Ethiopia's opposition to the Boundary Commission's decisions.              

* * *                                                                                                                                                  

 ANNAN RECOMMENDS EXTENDING UN MISSION IN BURUNDI UNTIL NEXT MAY            

Urging the Government of Burundi and the international community to adopt  

 a common approach on ending the armed conflict in the country, United      

 Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has recommended extending the mandate 

 of a reduced peacekeeping UN Operation in Burundi, (ONUB) until next May.  

 The most urgent priority is to ensure that the conflict with the National  

 Liberation Forces (FNL) is brought to an end, he says in his fifth report  

 to the UN Security Council.                                                

"I encourage the Government, as well as the international and regional     

 partners concerned, to adopt a common approach to resolving this           

 conflict," Mr. Annan says. "In this regard, I welcome the steps taken by   

 the Government to engage in talks with FNL, and urge it to continue with   

 these efforts, which have the support of the international community. I    

 also strongly urge FNL leaders to seize this opportunity to join the peace process."                                                                  

 While the need for an ONUB military presence should continue to be         

 assessed closely in close consultation with the Government, it is proposed 

 that the mission's military component could begin its drawdown in December 

 with the withdrawal of one national contingent, he says.                   

 Together with other withdrawals and redeployments this would result in a   

 reduction of approximately 2,000 personnel, or 40 per cent of ONUB's       

 current authorized military strength, between April and June, he says.     

With the completion of this withdrawal, the remainder of the ONUB force    

 would remain temporarily deployed in the three border provinces where FNL  

 remains active – Bujumbura Rural, including the capital, Bubanza and       

 Cibitoké, he states.                                                       

 The efforts of the Tanzanian Government to bring FNL to the negotiating    

 table are commendable, but should no tangible progress be achieved in the  

 coming weeks, "the Security Council and the region may wish to give due    

 consideration to the use of targeted measures against those among the FNL  

 leaders who continue to obstruct a peaceful solution," Mr. Annan says.     

 Meanwhile, Burundi is one of the most densely populated countries in the   

 world and disputes over land ownership and other social inequities have    

 been at the core of the country's conflict. With rising demographic        

 pressures, alternative income-generating opportunities for rural           

 communities will be essential to lessen the pressure on land and the       

 dependency on agriculture, he says.                                        

 * * *                                                                      

 AFGHANISTAN’S OPIUM PRODUCTION DECLINING BUT PROGNOSIS GLOOMY: UN DRUG  REPORT                                                                                                                                                 

 Although the area of Afghanistan under opium cultivation dipped 21 per     

 cent in 2005, the drug problem in the country could remain severe because  

 of renewed insecurity, continued corruption and free opium seed            

 distribution by traffickers, according to a United Nations report released today.                                                                     

 Briefing reporters in New York on the Afghan Opium Survey, Antonio Maria   

 Costa, Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, warned that 

 these factors are combining to pose “a risk that opium cultivation may not 

 decline any further in 2006 when we certify it next year, namely for the   

 harvest period that just started.”                                         

 He said other obstacles to further progress include farmer dissatisfaction 

 with the level of development assistance and a decreased eradication   effort.                                                                    

According to the survey, 104,000 hectares of land in Afghanistan is under  

 opium cultivation. Provinces varied widely in the change in cultivation    

 over the year, with Kandahar experiencing a major decline – 96 per cent –  

 and some others increasing as much as 350 per cent.                        

 Mr. Costa said the variations could be attributed in part to the levels of 

 corruption prevailing in different areas.                                  

 He said that one surprise of this year’s survey was the extent of drug     

 addiction in Afghanistan, which is far greater than had been previously    

 estimated, with about 3.8 per cent of the population – nearly one million  

 people – using some form of drug.                                          

Most use hashish, with a little over 1 per cent using opium or heroin, Mr. 

 Costa said, describing a disturbing trend where Afghan children are being  

 offered opium derivates to relieve pain or even hunger.                    

 Also surprising was the extent of cannabis cultivation. The survey put     

 Afghanistan’s marijuana fields at about 30,000 hectares, making it the     

 second-largest producer of cannabis after Morocco.                         

 * * *                                                                      

 ANNAN URGES GOVERNMENTS TO RATIFY INSTRUMENT AGAINST LANDMINES, OTHER EXPLOSIVE DEVICES                                                          

 Despite the efforts of the international community, landmines, booby-traps 

 and other explosive devices are victimizing civilians, causing excessive   

 suffering to combatants and hindering the socio-economic reconstruction of 

 societies struggling to emerge from the ravages of war, United Nations     

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.                                   

In a message delivered by Enrique Roman-Morey of the UN Department of      

 Disarmament Affairs to the Seventh Annual Conference on the Amended        

 Protocol II to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, which       

 prohibits or restricts the use of these devices, Mr. Annan said they       

 aggravated and prolonged the horrendous consequences of armed conflict,    

 threatening not only present societies but also future generations.                                                                                    

 "Amended Protocol II is a legally binding international instrument which   

 covers the use of all mines. As an important tool for minimizing the       

 humanitarian hazard posed by these weapons, it is also an essential        

 complement to other multilateral efforts in this field. The full and       

 effective application of its provisions will significantly improve the     

 protection of civilian populations," he said.                              

 "I echo the appeal made by the Heads of State and Government during the    

 2005 World Summit, urging all States Parties to the Amended Protocol II to 

 fully implement their respective obligations and calling on States in a    

 position to do so to provide greater technical assistance to mine-affected 

 States. This will require consultation and even closer cooperation among   

 the States Parties," he added.                                             

Mr. Annan noted that since its adoption in 1996, 85 States have consented  

 to be bound by the Protocol. "I welcome this progress, and appeal once     

 more to those countries that have not yet ratified this instrument to do   

 so as soon as possible," he said.                                          

 Meanwhile, the UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) released "A Portfolio of     

 Mine Action Projects 2006" and said that with $51 million in hand, UN      

 agencies, national authorities and non-governmental organizations (NGOs)   

 needed another $391 million next year to remove and destroy landmines,     

 help their victims, teach people how to avoid such explosives in 30        

 countries and three territories.                                           

 Despite the progress being made to adhere to the 1999 anti-personnel       

 mine-ban treaty, the "Ottawa Convention," between 15,000 and 20,000        

 persons were being killed or injured each year by landmines and other      

 explosive remnants of war, it said, 1,200 of them in Afghanistan alone.    

* * *                                                                      

 SECRETARY-GENERAL CONGRATULATES LIBERIA'S PRESIDENT-ELECT                  

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan welcomed the official results  

 of the Liberian presidential run-off elections announced today and         

 congratulated Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf on her election as Africa's first      

 woman head of state in the modern era.                                     

 The National Elections Commission said the results of the 8 November       

 second round showed that former banker and former UN Development Programme 

 (UNDP) senior official Johnson-Sirleaf received 59.4 per cent, while       

 former UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) Goodwill Ambassador George Weah of the  

 Congress for Democratic Change got 40.6 per cent of the total valid votes  cast.                                                                      

Mr. Annan noted that under established legal procedures the Commission     

 would continue to conduct active and open hearings on the complaints       

 received on the conduct of the run-off elections and called for "a timely  

 conclusion of this important process" so as to allow all Liberians to      

 focus on the urgent tasks of national reconciliation, reconstruction and   

 good governance.                                                           

The Secretary-General assured the newly-elected Government of continued UN 

 support, "as Liberia lays the foundations for lasting political stability  

 and sustainable economic development."                                     

 For the past two years a peacekeeping UN mission has assisted the          

 country's transition to peace and democracy after 14 years of vicious  civil war.                                                                 

 * * *                                                                      

 ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT SAYS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL NEGOTIATIONS COULD WIND UP  NEXT MONTH                                                                 

 United Nations General Assembly President Jan Eliasson today expressed the 

 hope that consultations on a new and strengthened human rights body,       

 proposed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan and authorized by the World       

 Summit in September, will be wound up by the end of next month to allow a  

 seamless transition from the existing Commission on Human Rights.          

Mr. Eliasson, who came to Geneva with the negotiation co-chairs to meet    

 with UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and other members 

 of the human rights community, told a news conference that his team had    

 received some interesting input from yesterday's consultations.            

 They would spend the weekend in New York working on these ideas so as to   

 present them to the 191 Member States in intensive negotiations. Starting  

 next Wednesday, the co-chairs, from Panama and South Africa, would meet    

 government representatives every second day and work from 9 a.m. until the 

 evening to iron out difficulties, he said.                                 

"Those consultations I hope will be finalized by the end of the year so    

 that we can produce a document, hopefully in consensus, which reflects     

 what our leaders wanted and, I think, what the world wants when it comes   

 to human rights," he said, adding that some countries believed the Council 

 should have around 30 members, while others suggested up to 70 or 80       

 members.                                                                   

There were also different views on how the members would be elected,       

 whether by a two-thirds majority or just a simple majority vote, but there 

 was general agreement that the Council should meet more often than the     

 Commission's annual six-week period and occasional special sessions, and   

 that it should be prepared to hold emergency meetings, Mr. Eliasson said.  

 "Everybody realizes that there has to be continued attention over a year.  

 How this is divided up, whether it is three or four segments with some     

 regularity every second month or so, I cannot tell you. It is going to be  

 decided later on. The main principle is that it is going to be an exercise 

 which requires our continuous attention," he said.                         

The Human Rights Commission had produced some very good results and        

 practices, which should be retained, while other aspects had been          

 criticized, he added.                                                      

 The Commission has 53 Member States, elected by region for three-year      

 terms, and it concluded its work on the landmark Universal Declaration of  

 Human Rights in 1948.                                                      

 The reasons to move quickly in the Council negotiations was not only to    

 have a smooth and effective transition, but also to put the proposed       

 financing into the UN's biennium budget, which is scheduled to be decided  

 in December, Mr. Eliasson said.                                            

 "I think we are facing a test of multilateralism. I think the next few     

 years are absolutely decisive, whether we will move in the direction of    

 multilateralism or not. There are different other methods in dealing with  

 world problems – unilaterally, or in smaller groups against other groups – 

 and there is so much mistrust in this world. We now have to prove that     

 multilateralism works," he said.                                           

"With this reform effort, with our leaders sending us this message that    

 they want to reform the United Nations, deal with development more         

 effectively, deal with security more effectively, deal with human rights   

 more effectively. We are now challenged to produce multilateral solutions. 

 And if we do not pass that test of multilateralism, I think we are facing  

 a very bleak future," Mr. Eliasson stated.                                 

 * * *                                                                      

UN MOVES AHEAD WITH CAMBODIAN TRIALS COURT FOR KHMER ROUGE LEADERS         

 United Nations efforts helping Cambodia to set up special mixed courts to  

 try ageing former leaders of the Khmer Rouge accused of killing hundreds   

 of thousands of civilians during the 1970s are gaining momentum as         

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan considers nominees for the tribunals'         

 international components.                                                  

 A short list of candidates will be interviewed in early December for the   

 posts of International Judges, International Co-Prosecutor, International  

 Co-Investigating Judge and International Judges of the Pre-Trial Chamber,  

 spokesman Stephane Dujarric told the daily noon briefing in New York.      

 The UN and Cambodia signed the landmark agreement to set up a trial court  

 and a Supreme Court within the Cambodian legal system to "prosecute those  

 most responsible for crimes and serious violations of Cambodian and        

 international law between 17 April 1975 and 6 January 1979."                                                                                           

 The courts will comprise a mix of international and Cambodian judges.      

 According to the agreement – which stresses the impartiality and           

 independence of the prospective jurists – decisions in the two chambers    

 would be taken by majorities of four judges and five judges, respectively. 

 * * *                                                                      

 ANNAN WELCOMES STEPS TOWARD RESOLVING CIVIL CONFLICT IN NEPAL              

 United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the             

 understanding that has been reached between Nepalese parliamentary parties 

 and the Maoist Communist Party of Nepal (CPN-M) aimed at restoring         

 multiparty democracy in the Himalayan country.                             

 Through a statement released by his spokesman, Mr. Annan strongly          

 encouraged the CPN-M to extend its unilateral ceasefire beyond December    

 and to fulfil its commitment to human rights, and called for a reciprocal  

 ceasefire by the Government of King Gyanendra to help end "a conflict that 

 has brought immense suffering to the people of Nepal" since it began in  1996.                                                                      

 He is carefully studying the details of the understanding, the spokesman said.                                                                      

 "The Secretary-General remains ready to assist in any manner that would    

 help bring about a peaceful resolution of the conflict," he said.          

 * * *                                                                      

 UN-SPONSORED REPORT URGES STRONGER PROTECTION FOR ENDANGERED SEA MAMMALS   

A United Nations-sponsored report released today urges extra protection    

 for the world’s small cetaceans – dolphins, porpoises and related species  

 – more than two-thirds of which are at risk from entanglement in fishing   

 nets and which are vulnerable to pollution, habitat degradation and        

 military sonar.                                                            

 The report, produced by the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), was     

 launched today at the eighth Conference of the Parties to the Convention   

 taking place at the Nairobi, Kenya headquarters of United Nations          

 Environment Programme (UNEP), which co-sponsored it through its Regional   

 Seas Programme.                                                            

 It argues that eight small cetacean species, including the Ganges River    

 dolphin, the Atlantic spotted dolphin and northern right whale dolphin,    

 should be given new protection under the CMS agreement, and that           

 conservation of seven other species, including the white-beaked dolphin of 

 North American waters, should be strengthened.                             

 “Small cetaceans are amongst the most well-loved and charismatic creatures 

 on the planet, sometimes linked with heroic tales and legends, Klaus       

 Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, said.                                  

 “Sadly, these qualities alone cannot protect them from a wide range of     

 threats. So I fully endorse measures to strengthen their conservation      

 through the CMS and other related agreements, he added.”                   

 Doing so, Mr. Toepfer said, would help reverse the rate of loss of         

 biodiversity by 2010, and meet a target agreed upon at the 2002 World      

 Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD).                                  

 “And in doing so we can send a strong message that we can deliver this,    

 not only for small cetaceans, but for all the threatened animals and       

 plants on this wonderful blue planet,” he added.                           

 * * *                                                                      

 UN LEADS INTERNATIONAL MEETING TO MAP OUT RECONSTRUCTION OF SOMALIA                                                                                    

 More than 100 representatives of different Somali groups, the United       

 Nations, World Bank, donors and non-governmental organizations (NGOs)      

 opened a four-day meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, today in an effort to develop 

 a plan to rebuild a country that has been without a functioning government 

 for 14 years.                                                              

 “We are particularly excited by this opportunity to be involved in the     

 reconstruction of Somalia,” UN Senior Technical Coordinator for the Somali 

 Joint Needs Assessment (JNA), David Bassiouni, declared of the Horn of     

 Africa country, which has been riven by multiple factional fighting.       

“It will be a step towards the realization of the hope that with a         

 peaceful and secure environment, the international community in            

 partnership with the Somali people, can support and boost the joint        

 efforts to creating a better quality of life for the ordinary Somalis.”    

 The Somali Joint Needs Assessment is co-led by the UN and the World Bank   

 at the request of the country’s recently established Transitional Federal  

 Government (TFG) and the international community.                          

 The JNA Inception Retreat, as the meeting is called, will discuss          

 objectives, methodology and a timeline for producing a Reconstruction and  

 Development Programme (RDP), a document to mobilize and coordinate         

 international assistance for a five year period (2006-2010).               

 Teams of Somali and international technical experts will undertake the     

 assessment and prepare a set of priority initiatives for presentation to a 

 global donor conference in 2006. As part of the assessment, they will hold 

 consultative workshops in different locations inside Somalia to ensure as  

 inclusive a process as possible.                                           

 “After more than a decade of state failure, this is our chance at charting 

 a new future for Somalia – we owe it to ourselves and our children to make 

 this work," Transitional Prime Minister Ali Mohamed Gedi told the meeting. 

 “The retreat and the subsequent assessment is a critical step towards      

 deepening the peace process, and putting in place a solid foundation to    

 rebuild our country.”                                                      

 * * *                                                                      

 KOSOVO: ANNAN'S ENVOY ON FINAL STATUS FOR UN-RUN PROVINCE MEETS WITH SERBS 

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan's special envoy leading the process to decide 

 the future status of Kosovo today met with Serb political leaders in the   

 Serbian province, which the UN has run since Western forces drove out      

 Yugoslav troops amid grave human rights abuses in fighting between         

 majority Albanians and Serbs in 1999.                                      

 Former Finnish President Martti Ahtisaari, a veteran UN trouble-shooter    

 appointed earlier this month to lead the talks, which Mr. Annan has said   

 could include the options of independence or autonomy for Kosovo where     

 Albanians outnumber Serbs and others by 9 to 1, met with ethnic Albanian   

 leaders yesterday.                                                                                                                                     

 Tomorrow he will visit the Serbian capital of Belgrade, where officials    

 have declared their opposition to the province's independence.             

 Mr. Ahtisaari told a news conference in Pristina, Kosovo’s capital, that   

 the pace of the status process would depend on the parties, but would      

 ultimately be determined by himself, in consultation with the              

 Secretary-General, adding that he had asked all sides to come forward with 

 position papers, detailing their ideas on ways forward.                    

 He stressed that he would be supporting Secretary-General’s Special        

 Representative in Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, in the implementation of  

 the standards, a set of eight targets in such areas as building democratic 

 institutions, enforcing minority rights, creating a functioning economy    

 and establishing an impartial legal system.                                

* * *                                                                      

UN TSUNAMI EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS EXTENDED TO MEDITERRANEAN, NORTHEAST ATLANTIC                                                                   

 Spurred on by last December’s deadly Indian Ocean tsunami, a United        

 Nations-backed meeting of experts from 23 Mediterranean and Northeast      

 Atlantic countries has laid the foundations for a regional early warning   

 system to mitigate disasters like the one which killed 85,000 people in    

 Italy 100 years ago.                                                       

 Although less frequent than in the Pacific and Indian Ocean, the           

 Mediterranean and Northeast Atlantic region has a record of tsunamis       

 associated with earthquakes such as the 1908 calamity in the Sicilian port 

 of Messina and the 1755 quake and tsunami that destroyed Lisbon, killing   

 thousands. There are also records of local events along the coasts from    

 Norway to the Marmara and the Black Seas.                                  

The meeting organized by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural       

 Organization’s (UNESCO) Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC),  

 ending in Rome yesterday, was the first of the new system’s                

 Intergovernmental Coordination Group (ICG), which will oversee its         

 implementation and supervise its operations.                               

 Participants identified key technical needs for the system and adopted an  

 action plan for 2006-2007 focusing on enhancing capabilities for multiple  

 risk assessment, improving warning efficiency based on seisomological,     

 geophysical and sea-level information, and increasing mitigation through   

 coastal planning and public awareness.                                     

 Early warning is vital for reducing the impact of tsunamis, and experts    

 says scores of thousands of lives could have been saved had such a system  

 functioned for the Indian Ocean last December, when several hours passed   

 between the quake that spawned the tsunami and the landfall of the waves   

 that killed more than 200,000 people, wasting precious time in which many  

 could have fled to higher ground.                                          

 At present, such a system exists in full only in the Pacific, while        

 elements of one for the Indian Ocean are in the process of being set up.   

 It involves quake and tidal sensors, speedy communications, alarm networks 

 from radio to cell phones, and disaster preparedness training in           

 vulnerable regions.                                                        

 The new ICG will implement trials for key components for the Mediterranean 

 and Northeast Atlantic with the aim of having an initial operational       

 system in place by December 2007, as part of a global tsunami warning and  

 mitigation system being coordinated by UNESCO-IOC. Beyond those in the     

 Pacific and Indian Oceans, planning is underway for one in the Caribbean.  

* * *                                                                      

 NIGER FACES PROLONGED FOOD CRISIS, MORE AID URGENTLY NEEDED, UN AGENCY  WARNS                                                                      

 Unless the international community renews its commitment to deal with the  

 consequences of this year’s food crisis in Niger, including prevailing     

 high levels of malnutrition among children, the country faces a second     

 successive year of extreme suffering and hardship, the United Nations food 

 agency warned today.                                                       

“Niger has sadly slipped down the international agenda, which could have   

 disastrous consequences for those who are still suffering from the effects 

 of this year’s crisis,” World Food Programme (WFP) Country Director Gian   

 Carlo Cirri said.                                                          

 Over 1.2 million people are estimated to have cereal stocks for only three 

 months, a further 2 million for a maximum of five months, and nearly 2     

 million more face a precarious year struggling to maintain already         

 borderline livelihoods, yet WFP still needs $20.3 million to fund its      

 current emergency operation until March, $8.3 million of it immediately.   

 A break in food supplies looms as early as December if donations are not forthcoming.                                                               

 “It will take only the slightest adversity to push families over the edge  

 again,” Mr. Cirri said, referring to this year’s crisis when 3 million     

 people, about a quarter of the impoverished West African country’s         

 population were hit by a food crisis following drought and locust    infestations.                                                              

“But Niger needs more than a quick fix – it needs sustained and targeted   

 support to help it out of its crushing poverty once and for all,” Mr.      

 Cirri said of the country, which is last on the UN Human Development Index (HDI).                                                                     

Even if rains are sufficient, locusts stay away, harvests are good and     

 food prices remain stable next year, many Nigeriens have already stretched 

 their ability to deal with difficult times to the limit. Their survival    

 strategies will be less reliable and less sustainable in 2006.             

 WFP completed general food aid distributions in early October, following   

 the arrival of the harvest. A total of nearly 3 million people have        

 received food, but pressing needs remain. In order to meet the most        

 immediate requirements, WFP has extended its current emergency operation   

 until the end of March.                                                    

* * *                                                                      

For more details go to UN News Centre                                      
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Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Pragati Pascale, Spokesperson for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.  Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, will be joining us today to launch the Afghan Opium Survey.

**Security Council
The Secretary-General this morning briefed Security Council members during consultations on his recent trip to the Middle East.  The topics he touched upon included:  terrorism; Syria and Lebanon; and the Israeli Palestinian peace process.  In a formal meeting following the consultations, the Council unanimously adopted a resolution on Ethiopia and Eritrea, by which it deplored Eritrea’s continued restrictions on the movement of UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) personnel and demanded that Eritrea lift its ban on UN helicopter flights.

The Council is also expected to adopt today a presidential statement on Afghanistan and a press statement on the Blue Line.

**Secretary-General/ Liberia
“The Secretary-General welcomes this morning’s announcement by the National Elections Commission of the official results from the Liberian presidential run-off elections.  The results show that Mrs. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf of the Unity Party received 59.4 per cent and Mr. George Weah of the Congress for Democratic Change 40.6 per cent of the total valid votes cast.

“The Secretary-General notes that the National Elections Commission will continue to conduct active and open hearings on the complaints received concerning the conduct of the run-off elections, in accordance with the established legal procedures.  He urges a timely conclusion of this important process in order to allow all Liberians to focus on the urgent tasks of national reconciliation, reconstruction and good governance.  The Secretary-General wishes to assure the newly-elected Government of the continued support of the United Nations, as Liberia lays the foundations for lasting political stability and sustainable economic development.”

And that statement is available upstairs.

**Kosovo
Martti Ahtisaari is today wrapping up his first visit to Kosovo in his role as UN envoy for Kosovo’s future status talks.  Today he met with representatives of the Kosovo Serb community and other minority communities, as well as with Pristina-based representatives of the Kosovo Contact Group.

At a press conference that concluded just moments ago in Pristina, Ahtisaari said that the pace of the status process would depend on the parties, but would ultimately be determined by himself, in consultation with the Secretary-General.  He also noted that he had asked all interlocutors to come forward with position papers detailing their ideas on ways forward.

Mr. Ahtisaari also noted that he would be supporting the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, in the implementation of standards.

Ahtisaari arrived in Kosovo on Monday and will head to Belgrade tomorrow morning.

** Burundi
The Secretary-General’s latest report on Burundi is on the Security Council web page.  In it, he urges the Government, as well as the international community, to adopt a common approach to resolve the armed conflict in that country.

He also recommends the extension of the mandate of the UN Mission there for a further six months, until 31 May 2006.

And we do expect to have the Secretary General’s Special Representative in Burundi, Carolyn McAskie, here some time in the next 10 days to brief you.

** Niger
The World Food Programme (WFP) warned today that unless the international community acted now, Niger would face a second successive year of extreme hardship.

According to WFP’s latest food security assessment, more than 1.2 million people only have enough cereal stocks for the next three months, while a further 2 million are only covered for the next five months.

WFP still requires more than $20 million to fund its current emergency operation until March of next year.  And it says that there could be a break in food deliveries as early as next month if donations are not forthcoming.

And we have details available upstairs.

** Cambodia
As you'll recall, the Agreement between the United Nations and the Royal Government of Cambodia Concerning the Prosecution under Cambodian Law of Crimes Committed during the Period of Democratic Kampuchea was signed at Phnom Penh on 6 June 2003.

The Secretary-General is currently in the process of identifying individuals whom he might nominate for appointment to the following positions -- International Judges, International Co-Prosecutor, International Co-Investigating Judge and International Judges of the Pre-Trial Chamber.

The shortlist of candidates who will be interviewed in early December has been posted on the UN website.

**Other Announcements
And we have upstairs an embargoed press release from UNICEF on gender gaps in education.

And I do want to wish you a happy Thanksgiving.  Today is the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.  The Spokesman’s Office will be staffed on Friday, but we do not plan to have a noon briefing unless there is breaking news.  We will post, however, highlights and statements on our web page approximately after 12 noon on Friday.  But if you are here we will be here to answer your calls and queries.

That’s it for me.  Any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  On the Farouk al-Shaara letter, I would like you to answer me.  Did Mr. Annan answer to Farouk al-Shaara regarding the letter?

Spokesman:  No, the letter, I think, was received yesterday.  It is being studied and has not yet been answered.  But I think the Secretary-General in the last couple days, notably on Monday, made his position clear in that his message to the Syrian authorities is that they must cooperate with the Security Council resolutions.  As to the details of the cooperation between Mehlis and the Syrian authorities, as to interviews and location, those discussions will be led by Mr. Mehlis himself.

Question:  Do you have an update on the Jerome Ackerman/Dileep Nair investigation?

Spokesman:  No, but I will be happy to get you one after the briefing.

Question:  Because I mean there was that (inaudible)

Spokesman:  I will get you something.

Question:  The other question I had was -- you know there’s a lot of talk right now about the impending budget crisis.  Can you say what would happen if the UN did not have a budget in place by 31 December?  I mean, presumably it has some sort of liquid reserve where it could fund programmes for a little while, but would the building essentially have to shut down?  Would people not get their paycheques, and the UN sort of just have to stop operating until a budget was approved?

Spokesman:  It’s a question I’m not really able to answer on the mechanics of it, as to what would happen.  The Secretary-General, when he spoke on Monday, said obviously it would make it very difficult for us to operate and plan without a budget.  So we very much hope there will be an agreement by the Member States on the budget before the end of the year.

Question:  There is a Reuters story out of Beirut saying that when Kofi Annan called President Assad, they reached an agreement on the location where Mehlis could question the officials, and, they write, Mehlis ultimately rejected the compromise proposed by Assad and Annan.  Did they discuss that?  And did they offer the compromise?

Spokesman:  I’m not aware of the content of those phone calls.  I think there were two calls to President Assad last week.  But as I said, the issue of the mechanics of the interviews -– where they will take place –- that is Mr. Mehlis’s decision and his only.

Question:  So Kofi Annan didn’t offer any mediation (inaudible)?

Spokesman:  No, he is not negotiating for Mr. Mehlis.

Question:  Mr. Manfred Nowak, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, is in China these days visiting Chinese detention centres.  Does he intend to also go to Iraq to investigate what happened in Iraq recently, torture of Iraqis by the Iraqi Government, apparently, and Abu Ghraib prison?

Spokesman:  As you know, the Special Rapporteurs are independent, but we’d be happy to check with his office as soon as we’re done to see what his travel plans are.

[The Spokesman later informed the journalist that there were no requests or plans for a visit by the Special Rapporteur on Torture to Iraq.]

Question:  Ms. Carina Perelli, who’s involved with the Iraqi elections, will she be coming here to brief us?

Spokesman:  We are working to get a briefing for you... probably by Mr. Gambari on the Iraqi elections and his recent trip to the Middle East.

Question:  A follow-up on this request, can we see Ms. Carina Perelli?  I mean she was in Iraq; we have specific questions to ask her.  Could we be briefed by her as opposed to Mr. Gambari?

Spokesman:  Well, I think you know the Electoral Assistance Unit reports to the Department of Political Affairs, and Mr. Gambari will provide you with a full…when he comes down, he’ll provide you with a full briefing and, I’m sure, answer all your questions.

Question:  With regard to Syria, when was the last time the SG spoke to the President of Syria, Bashar al-Assad.  Was it last week?

Spokesman:  It was last week, that’s correct.

Question:  Has he spoken to the US Secretary State recently with regard to this issue?

Spokesman:  I will have to check on when the last time he spoke to Ms. Rice was.

[The Spokesman later added that the Secretary-General and US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice have not spoken by phone in the last two weeks.]

Question:  Finally, did Mehlis get the date from the Syrians as to when they will respond by, on the issue of interviews?

Spokesman:  No, I have no information from here on the details of Mr. Mehlis’s discussions, but he does have a spokesperson in Beirut, who you can get in touch with.

Question:  There are a lot of pings here, a lot of suggestions that the Secretary-General is more involved in this then he’s willing to say.  I mean the conversations with Assad, a possible letter telling him to back off.  I mean it seems like there’s a lot more here going on than you’re really willing to say beyond just the deference to Mehlis.  What is the Secretary-General’s role here?  Is he working behind the scenes?  Is it with Mehlis’s blessing?  What’s he doing in this situation?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General’s role is to get the Syrians to cooperate, and that is the message he has given them in all the conversations and contacts he’s had with them.

Question:  I mean is he cutting side deals with them?

Spokesman:  Mr. Mehlis is the chief investigator, and he will be the one who will decide how these interviews are conducted and where they are conducted.

Question:  Has he asked the Secretary-General to approach Assad and try to cut some deal with him?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General is not negotiating on behalf of Mr. Mehlis.

Question:  Has the UN however put at the disposal of Mr. Mehlis the potential use of its Vienna or Geneva headquarters, for instance?

Spokesman:  We will do whatever we need to do to facilitate Mr. Mehlis’ work, and whatever he will ask of us.  And I’m sure once a decision or a deal is struck between Mr. Mehlis and the Syrians, he will announce it out of Beirut and we will do whatever we can to support him.

Question:  So just to follow up on that, has Mr. Mehlis approached you for the potential use of any European locations?  What locations are being discussed?

Spokesman:  You know, that’s a logistical detail… can you let me finish my answer please?  I said that’s a logistical detail.  We will make available whatever UN facility we need to make available to Mr. Mehlis so he can conduct his work.  The important thing for him is to reach an agreement with the Syrian authorities.

Question:  Just to follow up on that, has Mr. Mehlis approached you for any European sites?

Spokesman:  As I said, whatever location we need to make available to him, we’ll make available to him.

Question:  But has he asked you?

Spokesman:  I have nothing further to add to that.

Question:  Can you go back to the Secretary-General and check with him whether they did discuss with President Assad the use of the Golan Heights UN offices for interviews?  Since you say that he’s not involved in details of the negotiations, can you go back and give us the assurance that he did not discuss that with President Assad?

Spokesman:  I’ve said all I have to say.  If I have anything to add as the day goes along, I will.

Question:  When Secretary Annan called President Assad, did he ask him to perform the interrogation in UNIFIL in South Lebanon?

Spokesman:  Mr. Mehlis will decide with the Syrians where to hold these interviews, and whatever facilities we need to make available to him, we will make available to him.

Question:  I have another question regarding the tract from the Israeli plane.  They sent it into Beirut.  Do you think… do you have any reaction from the Secretary-General on this particular subject?

Spokesman:  I think the Secretary-General has in his statements condemned the violations of the Blue Line, and has called once again on both sides to respect it.

Question:  A follow-up on the question of the budget crisis.  Of course this is going to create a major problem for you.  Will you be briefing us on this and give us an update as to what are the ramifications of such a...?

Spokesman:  We can get you more details.

Question:  Specifically, could the UN address the difficulties that might be encountered with doing just a three-month budget?

Spokesman:  We can get you more details.  Obviously having a three-month budget blocks us from planning anything for the long term, and limits our ability to work, and that’s why I think, in his statement two days ago, the Secretary-General encouraged them to pass a budget, and if we would need to, we would come back with supplementary spending requests.

Question:  I’m just wondering also if you might spell out, at least there’s a certain sense, the way the budget works now, because the U.S. and maybe Japan pay later in the year; the Europeans pay earlier.  You use the Europeans’ entire budget to fund things up front, to fund things in the first half as it were, and the US later (inaudible) you would only have three months of European money?

Spokesman:  We can see if we can get you a bit more on the mechanics.

Pragati.

Spokesperson for General Assembly President
General Assembly President Jan Eliasson held a press conference this morning in Geneva, following two days of consultations on the Human Rights Council and other Summit follow-up issues.  He said that intensive negotiations on the Human Rights Council would begin next week in New York on the basis of a paper, which will be influenced also by the talks he had held in Geneva.  He noted that there are widely different views on the size of the Council -- some countries suggesting 30 members; others 70 or 80 –- and also different views on whether members should be elected by two-thirds majority or a simple majority.  He said, “We know that this is a complicated negotiation, but it is important that we try to finalize it together before the end of the year”, to ensure a smooth transition between the current Human Rights Commission and the new Council.

The Assembly met in plenary this morning and adopted a number of reports forwarded from the main committees, including appointments for various bodies and financing of the UN operations in Côte d’Ivoire and Haiti.  It also adopted without a vote a draft resolution on the report of the International Criminal Court.

The Third Committee is wrapping up its work today, and is expected to take action on a number of draft resolutions, including on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and also in the Sudan.  Yesterday the Committee approved a draft resolution on the human rights situation in Uzbekistan.  By that resolution, the Assembly would strongly call on the Uzbek Government to cooperate with UN human rights officials and grant permission for the establishment of an international commission of inquiry into the incident that took place in Andijan last May, in which street protests erupted into deadly violence.  That was approved by a vote of 73 in favour to 38 against, with 58 abstentions, after a “no-action motion” was voted down.

There will be no meetings of the General Assembly on Friday, and I wish you a happy Thanksgiving.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  I just wanted to find out, now that the President of the ACABQ has been released from prison, is he going to be back on the job, or is the ACABQ going to select somebody else for the position?

Spokesperson:  The ACABQ has elected new members and they were actually approved by the plenary this morning.  That was one of the actions that was taken.  So one of the Vice-Chairs will be functioning as Chair until the end of the year and they will elect a new Chair.

Thank you very much.
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U.N. says sonar threatens dolphin, whale survival (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Reuters:__U.N." ��Reuters�)  


Redes pesca amenazan más de 70 por ciento de pequeños cetáceos (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Terra_Actualidad:Redes_pesca" ��Terra Actualidad�)


UN urges protection for dolphins (� HYPERLINK  \l "_BBC:_UN_urges" ��BBC�)


Anuncia ONU más protección para mamíferos marinos (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Prensa_Latina:_Anuncia" ��Prensa Latina�)





West Africa to stop jumbo numbers shrinking (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Agence_France_Presse:" ��AFP�)


Plan put forward to save birds of prey (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Reuters:Plan_put_forward" ��Reuters�)





Environment 'devastated by tax-free airline fuel' (� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_Independent_(UK):" ��The Independent�)


Preis der Arbeit(� HYPERLINK  \l "_Die_Tageszeitung:_Preis" ��Die Tageszeitung�)


"Ich ziehe nach Berlin" (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Die_Welt:_"Ich" ��Die Welt�)
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