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· Verte effervescence (Agence Science Presse)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
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· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  29 November 2005
Arusha Times: Experts 'weep' Over Shrinking Lake Victoria 
by Wankyo Gatti 

27.11.2005 

About 40 experts from the customs and environment departments of East African countries who attended a recently held five-day workshop on issues related to compliance and enforcement of Multilateral Environment Agreements (MEA), held in Arusha this week, have expresses their concern over the shrinking water level in the region's largest lake, the Victoria. 

Recent Satellite photographs taken by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) have shown that more than 600 lakes in Africa have been shrinking dramatically over the past decades, drained by deforestation, pollution and farming. 

Water levels at Lake Victoria, the source of the White Nile river, have dropped by more than a meter in the past 10 years. The vast East African water body, which joins the three EA members countries of Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda, is reported to be supporting more than 30 million people in the region but has been suffering from mass human activities, pollution and drought. 

The delegates warned that water shortages could lead to political tension between countries that have to share diminishing water resources, by pointing out that "All African lakes except Lake Tana are shared across international borders, and national governments will find it increasingly difficult to agree how to share the water." 

The disappearance of freshwater lakes will also have a dramatic impact on the region's economy. Africa's lakes currently hold around 30, 000 cubic kilometers of water, and yield about 1,5 million tons of freshwater fish each year. 

Participants were from Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda and Ethiopia who convened here at the forum organized UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in collaboration with the World Customs Organizations, Interpol and the Organization for Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, all being grouped under the 'Green Custom' initiative. 

The Arusha held meeting also stated that environmental crime was "a big and increasingly lucrative business" that involves hazardous waste dumping, smuggling proscribed hazardous materials, exploiting and trafficking in protected natural resources, among others vices. 

According to UNEP, environmental crime account for between US$ 22billion and US$ 30 billion annually, adding that the smuggling of ivory, tiger bones and rare orchids were direct threat to species survival. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Baku Today (Azerbaidjan): The Shady Climate Salesmen 

By Kendra Okonski 

If a shifty salesman in a blue suit adorned with yellow stars appeared on your doorstep flogging a life insurance policy with “high, high costs and low, low returns”, would you turn over your hard-earned cash? Most likely, you would shut the door in his face. This is effectively what some NGOs and governments are asking us to do when they call for drastic restrictions on greenhouse gas emissions in the name of saving us from climate change. 

From 28 November to 9 December, the annual UN climate policy negotiations will occur in Quebec, Canada. At this meeting, poor countries such as India, China and Brazil will be pressured to buy an insurance scheme ( the son of the Kyoto Protocol) promoted by global climate actuaries--the European Union (EU), the UN Environment Programme, and others. So far, these countries have been wary of this grand scam--and with good reason. 

Every day, people buy insurance for their homes, cars and health, lives, even their pets. They do this to protect themselves against an uncertain future: accidents and unforeseen events that might result in financial loss or personal injury. 

Proponents of global climate control--restrictions on humanity’s emissions via centralised government mandates--have branded their strategy as an ‘insurance policy’ against climate-sensitive problems in the future. 

Proponents of climate control argue that governments should restrict emissions by regulating some kinds of energy use (those which result from the burning of fossil fuels) and promoting others (biofuels, solar, wind, “energy efficiency”, etc.). The future dividend of this insurance policy might be to avoid a “climate catastrophe” or perhaps to reduce the extent of climate-sensitive problems. 

Fundamentally, insurance acts as a form of security, enabling us to live our lives despite possible (but unlikely) calamities. Yet this security comes with a price tag: It entails forgoing some resources today, in exchange for an unlikely but potentially large payout (relative to the original payment) should a catastrophe occur. 

In the real world, insurance purveyors use numerous criteria to decide on the price they charge. Importantly, the price reflects the risks posed by the client and thus potential future payouts. When selling personal accident insurance, companies might want to know, for example: Is the client a teenage boy? Does he own a car? Does he live in a socially-deprived area? 

So, would ‘climate control’ be an effective insurance policy for humanity? What is the actuarially fair premium? Unfortunately, the salesmen haven’t given us a price. We are being pressured to buy an insurance policy without knowing the premium. That is known in the trade as mis-selling. 

If our climate insurance policy really had a zero price tag, EU nations would have no problem attaining their targets under the Kyoto treaty. Yet so far EU nations have largely failed to reach their targets. In fact, they have found that artificially restricting the supply of energy causes economic and social damage. Economic growth is reduced, jobs are lost, the poor go hungry, become sick and react with violence (as most recently in France). 

The premise that this price is worth paying to prevent future costs is flawed. Climate control would have little or no impact on climate-sensitive problems. Studies by the UK’s Department of Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) show that malaria, biodiversity loss, hunger and water scarcity would barely be touched by reducing humanity’s emissions. 

Any insurance policy is only worth purchasing if it is less costly than the alternative of self-insuring or taking other risk-reducing actions. Of course, climate insurance salesmen have no interest in the alternatives – except inasmuch as they have to justify you not choosing them. But if our future might be impaired by climate-sensitive problems, it is imperative that we consider how best to address those specific problems in the least costly fashion. 

The DEFRA studies show that, at least until 2030, tackling specific problems, such as malaria, food shortages, water scarcity, biodiversity loss and vulnerability to extreme weather and coastal flooding, is the most practical and most cost-effective insurance policy. 

This strategy would pay dividends now and in the future. It would alleviate human suffering and environmental problems today. It would help eliminate, or greatly reduce, our exposure to climate-sensitive problems in the future. It would greatly contribute to achieving sustainable development. 

Lest the cost-deniers forget, Article 3 of the Framework Convention on Climate Change (the treaty to which Kyoto is a Protocol) mandates that ‘policies and measures to deal with climate change should be cost-effective so as to ensure global benefits at the lowest possible cost.’ 

Climate control is a poor insurance policy. It is wrong to waste resources when more cost-effective and more humane ways to address climate-sensitive problems exist. Whether in Montreal, Beijing, Brussels or Delhi, our representatives should be wary of offers from shady climate insurance salesmen. 

Kendra Okonski is Programme Director of International Policy Network, a London-based development charity, and editor of Adapt or Die (Profile Books, 2003). This article first appeared in The European Voice, Brussels.

_____________________________________________________________________________

France Matin: Création d'un système d’alerte rapide pour la grippe aviaire
29.11.2005

Un système d’alerte rapide pour la grippe aviaire, capable de prévenir les pays et les communautés de l’arrivée imminente d’oiseaux sauvages potentiellement infectés, va être développé par une alliance d’organisations menées par les Nations Unies.
Ce système vise à tracer les routes empruntées par les oiseaux et identifier précisément les régions où les populations locales ont le plus de risques d'être infectées par des espèces déjà atteintes. 

Des cartes spéciales seront préparées pour des pays spécifiques indiquant les endroits précis, tels que les lacs, les marécages et les zones humides, où les oiseaux pourraient se poser. 

Munis de cette information, les agences sanitaires et environnementales locales sur les continents africain, asiatique et latino-américain par exemple, seront à même de mieux identifier les priorités en terme de planification et de prise d’action, y compris conseiller les groupes vulnérables dans des ‘points chauds’ potentiels. 

Le système d’alerte sera développé par la Convention sur la conservation des espèces migratrices avec le soutien et le financement du Programme des Nations Unies pour l’environnement (PNUE).

____________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: CNPC may face huge-amount compensation for subsidiary blast accident 
28.11.2005

China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) may face huge-amount economic penalties and compensations for the pollution of the Songhua River caused by the blast in a chemical plant under the CNPC Jilin Petrochemical Company 

Deputy general manager of CNPC Zeng Yukang has earlier made an apology on behalf of the CNPC to residents along the Songhua River on the pollution of the major city water source, saying that it is CNPC's duty to help treat the pollution. 

BEIJING, Nov 29, 2005 (Xinhua via COMTEX) --The apology is of course a preliminary compensation measure, and necessary economic penalties and compensations will be inevitable after the event. 

The influences on the environment and related pollution treatment costs are yet to be evaluated. 

The Songhua River in northeast China's Heilongjiang Province, suffered major water pollution as a result of a blast that had occurred in the China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) Jilin Petrochemical company on Nov.13. The pollution affected the water supply to provincial capital Harbin City with a population of 4 million for four days, causing huge direct and indirect economic losses. 

As the polluted water in Songhua River is expected to flow into the Heilongjiang River (also called Amur River in Russia) on the Sino- Russian border, Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing on Saturday informed Russian Ambassador to China Sergey Razov of the situation with the Songhua River's water pollution and measures taken by the Chinese government to tackle the issue. 

Also on Saturday, China informed the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) of the river pollution. 

The blast took place at about 1:45 p.m. on November 13 in a workshop of the No. 101 Chemical Plant under the CNPC Jilin Petrochemical Company based in Jilin City, some 100 km east to Changchun, the provincial capital. Five people were killed and about 70 people were injured. 

____________________________________________________________________________

France Matin: Jeux olympiques d’été 2008 : l'environnement prend une place d'honneur

25.11.2005

Le Programme des Nations Unies pour l’environnement et le Comité d’organisation des Jeux olympiques de Beijing en 2008 (BOCOG) ont signé un accord dans le but de rendre les Jeux olympiques d’été 2008 plus respectueux de l’environnement. 

L’accord est fondé sur les propositions ambitieuses de la ville de Beijing dans des domaines allant de la pollution atmosphérique, sonore et de l’eau aux transports, de l’aménagement paysager au rejet de déchets solides. 

Un élément clé du projet, qui bénéficiera de la participation active du PNUE, porte sur les campagnes de sensibilisation. 

En y apportant son expertise, l’agence onusienne en charge de l’environnement espère laisser une marque indélébile sur la Chine et la région en général, en matière d’organisation d’événements à participation de masse dans un environnement sain. 

Les campagnes souligneront également l’importance de l’environnement en général pour atteindre un développement durable qui profitera aux générations actuelles et futures. 

Dans 993 jours exactement, les prochains Jeux Olympiques d’été débuteront à Beijing, en Chine. Les Jeux suivront les traces de Jeux précédents, dont ceux de Turin 2006, en encourageant et en respectant un environnement sain.  
_____________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service:Carbon, Clean-Tech and Sustainable Markets Set to Attract Trillions 
29.11.2005

A newly formed alignment of legal, financial, and investment interests will direct "trillions" of U.S. dollars over the next 10 years into evolving markets linked to climate change, clean technology and sustainable use of natural resources, a report being prepared for the United Nations predicts. 

"The Working Capital Report," to be published for the first time in March 2006 by the United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative (UNEP FI), is the culmination of a series of studies conducted during 2004 and 2005. 

To write it required 517 partners and principal consultants, 2,486 total lawyers worldwide, with 28 offices in 18 countries, UNEP says. 

What was once considered a financial niche area is poised to become mainstream as institutions with trillions of dollars under management embed environmental, social and governance (ESG) thinking into their investment approach, UNEP said in a statement released simultaneously today in London, Melbourne, Nairobi, New York, Paris and Tokyo. 

"There is no question that 2005 will be seen as the watershed when the mainstream banking, insurance and investment worlds realized the scale of the commercial opportunities unfolding in the new carbon, clean-tech and sustainable natural resource markets and, also, the legal risks of not being a leader in this area," said UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 

Financial institutions working with UNEP predict that greenhouse gas emissions trading markets could reach US$2 trillion a year by 2012 and that the market providing finance for clean energy technologies could reach US$1.9 trillion by 2020. 

At the international climate negotiations that opened Monday in Montreal, the financial service companies in the UNEP FI partnership will ask governments for two key things, Toepfer says - to provide early, clear guidance on the continuation of international climate policy regime beyond 2012, the end date for the Kyoto Protocol and to foster an appropriate framework to ensure a liquid and efficient global carbon market 

"They will also be looking for countries to meet their emissions reduction commitments under the Kyoto Protocol and a clear signal that nations will go beyond these post 2012 according to the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities," Toepfer said. 

The "Working Capital Report" will explore the range of activities and initiatives taking place in the field of sustainable finance and analyze what they mean for financial markets. Right now, there is lots to explore. 

Early this year, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan took an initiative when he convened a group of 20 of the world's largest institutional investors, representing US$1.7 trillion in assets owned, to negotiate a set of Principles for Responsible Investment. 

The investors formulated a set of voluntary Principles. They were finalized in London in October 2005 and are currently under embargo. A spring 2006 launch date is planned, say UNEP FI and the UN Global Compact, who cooperated to facilitate the PRI process. 

The Principles for Responsible Investment, or PRI, are intended to provide guidance for the institutional investment community worldwide on how to incorporate ESG thinking into their investment decisionmaking and ownership processes. 

In addition to its participation on this series, the UN Global Compact, an initiative of the secretary-general's, is working with several of the world's stock exchanges and the umbrella World Federation of Exchanges to advance the tenets of corporate responsibility in capital markets and with a broader number of public companies. 

Several exchanges, including Bovespa, The Jakarta Stock Exchange and the Istanbul Stock Exchange, have joined the Global Compact, with others sharing information with listed companies on the Compact and exploring additional collaborative activities. 

In 2005 institutional investors representing US$21 trillion in assets came together for the 3rd incarnation of the Carbon Disclosure Project, a collective request for the world's largest corporations to disclose information on greenhouse gas emissions and their approach to the management of carbon risks. 

Thirty-six of the world's largest banks, totalling more than 80 percent of the global project finance market, have adopted the Equator Principles, a set of voluntary principles outlining environmental, social and human rights disciplines associated with project finance activities above US$50 million. 

The Equator Principles build on safeguard guidelines originally developed by the International Finance Corporation, the private sector investment arm of the World Bank Group. 

Now, ESG thinking is poised to permeate the policies of some of the world's largest and most influential financial corporations. 

A report prepared for UNEP FI by London-based Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, the world's third largest law firm, is "a critical legal interpretation with the potential to change worldwide investment thinking on the importance of environmental, social and governance (ESG) issues to the investment decision-making process," said Toepfer. 

Entitled "A legal framework for the integration of environmental, social and governance issues into institutional investment, " The Freshfields study is groundbreaking work that will accelerate the integration of ESG issues into the mainstream investment community worldwide," said the UNEP chief. 

Freshfields undertook the work on behalf of the Asset Management working group of UNEP FI, a public-private partnership between UNEP and more than 170 banks, insurers and asset managers worldwide. 

The Freshfields report focuses on the largest capital markets jurisdictions - Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Spain, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Paul Watchman, partner at Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer and senior author of the study, called "the perceived limitations" on the integration of environmental, social and governance issues into investment decisionmaking "illusory." 

"Far from preventing the integration of ESG considerations, the law clearly permits and, in certain circumstances, requires that this be done," Watchman said. "This legal interpretation has far-reaching implications for the institutional investment community worldwide." 

Evidence of rapid global warming will be the prompt needed by institutional investors to finance clean energy technologies, says Paul R. Epstein, MD, MPH, associate director of the Center for Health and the Global Environment, Harvard Medical School. 

"The globe is warming, fast, and deep ocean warming is changing the climate," Dr. Epstein said. "In just two decades damages from weather extremes have skyrocketed 50-fold. The Freshfields report provides the basis for institutional investors to redirect practices and products to accelerate the clean energy transition, and policies that form the scaffolding for healthy, equitable and sustainable development."

___________________________________________________________________________

AME Info (UAE): ArabianCoast 2005: Third day

29.11.2005

An Abu Dhabi-based environment expert has emphasized the need to develop and implement a comprehensive legislation concerning integrated coastal zone management (ICZM) that may consider, among other things, agreed principles of sustainable development and protection of sensitive and critical sites.

The remarks were made by Ashraf Al Cibahy, of the Environment Agency in Abu Dhabi, in a paper titled "National Legislation Relating to the Integrated Planning and Management of Marine and Coastal Zones of United Arab Emirates " during the third and final day of the First International Conference on Coastal Zone Management and Engineering in the Middle East(ArabianCoast 2005). 

He noted that there are some gaps in the existing environmental legislations of concerning the marine and coastal environment of UAE. For instance, executive authorities are not clearly mandated in some of these laws, penalties are not clearly defined in some, liability and indemnity against environmental damage are not emphasized, monitoring, control and surveillance schemes, and mechanisms of enforcement are not explained; and there are no specific regulations on coastal zones. 

"In the UAE, more than 10 federal laws and 20 emiri decrees have been issued since 1971 in relation to the subject of marine and environmental affairs in the country and its seven emirates. None of these legislation provides a complete inclusive framework for the integrated planning and management of the coastal zones," said Al Cibahi. 

He proposed an action plan to improve, consolidate and update these legislations in order to generate a comprehensive framework for the ICZM in the UAE. 

In another paper on "Marine and Coastal Protected Areas: An ICZM tool to Support the Sustainable Use of the Marine Environment of the UAE," Al Cibahi said the coastal zones of the Arabian Gulf are under various degrees of stress as a result of major demographic shifts to intense urbanization, physical alterations, overexploitation of marine resources and marine pollution. 

"Some 64 per cent of the population of all the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries except Saudi Arabia live along the western coasts of the Gulf and the Arabian Sea. Recent estimates indicate coastal investments in the region to be worth US$20 to 40 million / km of coastline (UNEP 1999). According to these estimates, the total value of investments along Abu Dhabi coastline is US$ 7200 - 14400 million," he noted. 

Al Cibahi called for standardizing and updating protected areas management systems and building national capabilities to maintain biodiversity and protected areas. 

Meanwhile, some 50 papers were presented on the third and final day of the conference which included those titled "Beach Safety Law for Dubai Municipality" by Glen Angus McLeod of the Australia-based Coastal Zone Management, "Dubai Coastal Zone LIDAR Survey" by Mark Sinclair of Tenix LADS Corporation and Francois Smit of the Coastal Management Section of Dubai Municipality, "Dubai Jumeirah Open Beach Development - design optimization approach" by Gary Mocke, Marine Expert at Dubai Municipality, 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Sonnenseite.com: UN-Umweltcenter in Düsseldorf
30.11.2005 

In Düsseldorf wird ein Forschungszentrum errichtet, das neue Strategien für umweltfreundliches Produzieren und Konsumieren erarbeiten soll. Initiatoren des Center for Sustainable Consuming and Production sind die UN-Umweltbehörde Unep und das Wuppertal-Institut für Klima, Umwelt, Energie. 
"Wir sollten keine Angst davor haben, dass jeder in der Welt ein Konsument wird. Die Armen brauchen mehr als Nahrung und Schutz. Sie müssen in die Lage versetzt werden, selbstbestimmt über ihr materielles und immaterielles Wohlergehen zu bestimmen, so wie wir alle das auch können. Das ist natürlich eine sehr große Aufgabe. Das ist die Herausforderung von nachhaltigem Produzieren und Konsumieren. Und genau das ist der Fokus des neuen Wuppertaler Centres", erklärte Prof. Dr. Klaus Töpfer, Exekutiv-Direktor von UNEP. Armutsbekämpfung sowie nachhaltiges Konsumieren und Produzieren gehören zu den Hauptaufgaben des CSCP, das als "Collaborating Centre" gemeinsam vom Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (UNEP) und dem Wuppertal Institut für Klima, Umwelt und Energie am 25. November 2005 eröffnet wurde.

Der Exekutiv-Direktor von UNEP war eigens nach Düsseldorf gereist, um das Gründungsmemorandum zu unterzeichnen. "Wir brauchen bessere wissenschaftlich-fundierte Ansätze, um Entwicklungsländer in die Lage zu versetzen, die Millenium Development Goals zu erreichen. Die Menschen dort sollen ein normales Leben mit Gesundheitsvorsorge und Zugang zu sauberem Trinkwasser führen können, so wie wir es hier in Deutschland gewohnt sind."

Das neue UNEP-Centre baut auf den langjährigen Forschungsaktivitäten des Wuppertal Instituts im Bereich nachhaltigen Produzierens und Konsumierens auf und kooperiert eng mit ihm. "Für die Mitarbeiterinnen und Mitarbeiter des Wuppertal Instituts bedeutet die Gründung des Centres eine große Anerkennung ihrer wissenschaftlichen Kooperation mit UNEP. Wir fühlen uns sehr ermutigt, unseren erfolgreich eingeschlagenen Weg der Neukonzipierung zusammen mit dem CSCP weiter zu gehen", freute sich der Präsident des Wuppertal Instituts, Prof. Peter Hennicke. "Unsere Forschungsgruppen haben die Verpflichtung des UN-Umweltgipfels von Johannesburg aus dem Jahre 2002 ernst genommen und können mit konkreten Beispielen angewandter Nachhaltigkeitsforschung aufwarten. Das Institut hat z.B. im Energiebereich nachgewiesen, dass ein deutscher Durchschnittshaushalt mit vier Personen nur etwa 600 kWh pro Jahr benötigt, wenn er mit den modernsten, auf dem Markt verfügbaren Haushaltsgeräten ausgestattet ist. Heute verbraucht dieser Haushalt noch stolze 3500 kWh jährlich. Das kann und muss nicht so bleiben, denn energiesparende Geräte entlasten den Geldbeutel und die Umwelt."

Auch in den armen Ländern des Südens sieht Hennicke große Möglichkeiten, durch gezielte Forschungs- und Entwicklungsanstrengungen Umweltschäden und Kosten von vorne herein zu vermeiden. "Wir vom Wuppertal Institut versuchen zusammen mit dem CSCP, technische und soziale Entwicklungssprünge ("leap frogging") in den aufstrebenden armen Ländern mit wissenschaftlichen Impulsen zu beschleunigen - in einem partnerschaftlichen Prozess."

Nordrhein Westfalens Umweltminister Eckhard Uhlenberg wünschte dem CSCP für seine Arbeit viel Erfolg. "Wir in Nordrhein-Westfalen unterstützen ihre Arbeit gerne. Nachhaltige Verhaltensweisen in Unternehmen und bei den Verbrauchern sind global wie regional von großer Bedeutung, wenn wir die Herausforderungen der Zukunft meistern wollen. Nicht zuletzt verbinden wir mit dem CSCP die Chance zur Eröffnung neuer Marktchancen und Arbeitsplätze am Unternehmens- und Forschungsstandort NRW", erklärte Uhlenberg.

Seine neue Aufgabe umschrieb CSCP-Leiter Michael Kuhndt so: "Als ein weiteres Mitglied in der internationalen Gemeinschaft der weltweit kooperierenden UNEP-Centres hat das CSCP die Aufgabe dazu beizutragen, die auf dem Johannesburg-Gipfel verabschiedeten Ziele zu konkretisieren und in Handlungsstrategien und konkrete Projekte umzusetzen. Ein Handy beispielsweise ist ein überall auf der Welt genutztes Produkt. Versteht man wie ein Handy heute produziert wird, wird deutlich, dass praktisch die ganze Welt in diesem kleinen Produkt steckt - ca. 200 Zulieferer sind an der Herstellung beteiligt. Nachhaltiges Produzieren erfordert also, mit einer Vielzahl von Beteiligten zu kommunizieren und bei ihnen ein Bewusstsein für Umwelt- und Sozialverträglichkeit zu schaffen. Das CSCP will hierzu beitragen."

Sitz des CSCP ist Wuppertal. Es wird vom Ministerium für Umwelt und Naturschutz, Landwirtschaft und Verbraucherschutz des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen, dem Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz und Reaktorsicherheit, dem Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung sowie der Wirtschafts- und Beschäftigungsförderungsgesellschaft Wuppertal unterstützt.

Auch Wuppertals Oberbürgermeister Peter Jung, Staatssekretär Dr. Michael Stückradt, Innovationsministerium NRW, Dr. Hans-Peter Schipulle, Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung, und Dr. Hendrik Vygen, Bundesumweltministerium, übermittelten in einem Grußwort ihre guten Wünsche für das CSCP.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Diario Junio (Argentina): El cuestionado secretario de Medio Ambiente de la Nación, Atilio Savino, visitará Gualeguaychú 

Tras el pedido de legisladores justicialistas entrerrianos, el secretario de Medio Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable de la Nación, Atilio Savino, confirmó que visitará Gualeguaychú con el objeto de aclarar el contenido de la solicitud de asistencia técnica y apoyo en materia de control ambiental ante el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) que rubricó con su par uruguayo, Mariano Arana. Así se lo hizo saber el funcionario a la diputada nacional Blanca Osuna, a quien le manifestó que si bien en la semana que se inicia permanecerá fuera del país a raíz de su participación en una cumbre sobre Cambio Climático, que tendrá lugar en Toronto, Canadá, a su regreso viajará a Gualeguaychú para ponerse en contacto con las entidades ambientalistas y la comunidad. Con el objetivo de detener estos emprendimientos es, para Osuna, una “realidad contundente “, al igual que “el apoyo del Gobierno nacional” en este mismo sentido. Por ello, la diputada destacó la necesidad de la presencia de Savino en Gualeguaychú “para dar las explicaciones y los fundamentos por los cuales firmó esa solicitud”. 
Dicho esto, agregó: “Si el firmado entre Savino y Arana es un acuerdo de buena voluntad y su objetivo es atender el medio ambiente y la calidad de las aguas, es importante que viaje a Gualeguaychú y pueda explicarlo”. 
Cabe recordar que, a raíz de las repercusiones generadas en torno al acuerdo de solicitar al PNUMA asistencia técnica y apoyo para el fortalecimiento de capacidades en materia de control ambiental de industrias forestales, por el cual se remitió una nota al Director de la Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe del PNUMA, Ricardo Sánchez, los diputados justicialistas elevaron días pasados una nota a Savino en la que le solicitaron que dé a conocer las razones de la firma de ese documento.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Die Tageszeitung: CDU: Merkel will Töpfer locken
30.11.2005

Klaus Töpfer, scheidender Chef des UN-Umweltprogramms Unep, könnte offenbar doch als Spitzenkandidat für die Berliner CDU in die Abgeordnetenhauswahl 2006 ziehen. Bundeskanzlerin Angela Merkel (CDU) soll Töpfer vor wenigen Tagen gebeten haben, als Kandidat zur Verfügung zu stehen, berichtete die Berliner Morgenpost. Nach dem Gespräch mit der Kanzlerin habe Töpfer bereits mehrere Telefonate mit dem Berliner CDU-Chef Ingo Schmitt geführt. Eine offizielle Zusage des ehemaligen Bundesministers, dessen Vertrag als Unep-Chef in Nairobi im Frühjahr 2006 ausläuft, liege jedoch noch nicht vor. Töpfer gilt als Favorit der Berliner CDU für eine Spitzenkandidatur bei der Wahl im Herbst 2006. Die Partei musste bei der Bundestagswahl im September mit 22 Prozent das schlechteste Ergebnis seit 1990 hinnehmen. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Berliner Zeitung: Töpfer hat wenig Lust auf Berliner CDU - Partei hofft, ihn doch noch für Kandidatur zu bekehren

Christine Richter

30.11.2005

Die CDU kann nur warten: Der ehemalige Bundesumweltminister Klaus Töpfer hat noch keine Entscheidung gefällt, ob er bei der Abgeordnetenhauswahl im Herbst 2006 als Spitzenkandidat antreten wird. Vor Weihnachten sei keine Entscheidung zu erwarten, alles andere sei "Kaffeesatzleserei", heißt es in der Partei.

Bundeskanzlerin Angela Merkel (CDU) hat nach Informationen aus Parteikreisen in der vergangenen Woche nochmals mit Töpfer gesprochen, um ihn zu bitten, als Spitzenkandidat zur Verfügung zu stehen. Da Töpfer mit Angela Merkel aus gemeinsamen Regierungszeiten gut klar komme, könne ihn dies vielleicht noch umstimmen, heißt es in der Berliner Union. Bislang rechnete man eher mit einer Absage des 67-jährigen CDU-Politikers. Töpfer ist derzeit noch als Leiter des UN-Umweltprogramms in Nairobi tätig. Sein Vertrag läuft im Februar aus. Töpfer plant dann, mit seiner Frau in Berlin zu wohnen.

Die Hauptstadt-Union hofft darauf, dass Töpfer die Partei in den Wahlkampf führen wird. So waren sich die zwölf Kreisvorsitzenden bei einer Besprechung kürzlich einig, dass man geschlossen hinter ihm stehen werde. "Der mögliche Spitzenkandidat wird alle Instrumente erhalten, um erfolgreich den Kampf ums Rote Rathaus zu führen", sagt ein Kreisvorsitzender. Dies könne auch bedeuten, dass Töpfer der Landesvorsitz angeboten wird. 

Landesvorsitzender der CDU ist sei Mai diesen Jahres der Bundestagsabgeordnete Ingo Schmitt. "Aber es ist fraglich, ob Töpfer den Posten überhaupt will", heißt es. Denn bis zur Wahl sind es nur noch knapp zehn Monate, da wäre der Landesvorsitz eine zusätzliche Belastung. Einen Vorteil hätte die Übernahme der Parteiführung allerdings: Töpfer wäre dann automatisch Mitglied im CDU-Präsidium - und das über den Wahltag hinaus. 

"Soweit sind wir aber noch nicht", sagt der Spandauer CDU-Kreischef und Bundestagsabgeordnete, Kai Wegner. Erst einmal müsse sich Töpfer grundsätzlich zur Spitzenkandidatur bereit erklären, dann werde über alle anderen Fragen gesprochen - auch über die inhaltlichen Schwerpunkte oder das Personalkonzept. "Und Ingo Schmitt hat immer gesagt, er werde diskret in den Hintergrund treten, wenn der Spitzenkandidat gefunden ist", sagt Wegner. "Aber dies heißt nicht, dass Ingo Schmitt den Landesvorsitz aufgibt."

Die CDU, die bei der letzten Abgeordnetenhauswahl im Jahr 2001 nur noch 23,8 Prozent der Stimmen holte, hat sich aus diesem Tief - nach Spenden- und Bankenskandal - bislang nicht befreien können. In den jüngsten Umfragen liegt die Partei nur noch bei 19 Prozent der Stimmen, bei der Bundestagswahl am 18. September reichte es gerade mal zu 22 Prozent. Nun ruht alle Hoffnung der Partei auf einem zugkräftigen Spitzenkandidaten von außerhalb.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Der Tagesspiegel: Die CDU wartet auf ein Wort aus Nairobi
30.11.2005

An den Wunschkandidaten Klaus Töpfer wurde ein Brief abgeschickt – als Zeichen der Hoffnung

Nun hat er es schriftlich. Klaus Töpfer wäre der Berliner CDU als Spitzenkandidat herzlich willkommen. Das kann der Chef des UN-Umweltprogramms einem Brief entnehmen, den ihm die Berliner Parteifreunde geschickt haben. Der Brief soll dem Wunschkandidaten für die Wahl zum Abgeordnetenhaus nicht bloß zeigen, dass man sich in der Hauptstadt- CDU durchaus mit Umgangsformen auskennt und weiß, wie man einem Spitzenpolitiker ein Angebot zu unterbreiten hat. Der Brief zeigt auch, und das ist genauso wichtig: Die ganze Berliner CDU will Töpfer – da gibt es keinen Kreisverband, der querschlägt. Das dokumentieren die Unterschriften von elf Kreischefinnen und Kreischefs und eines Stellvertreters. 

Eine Antwort hat der Vorstand allerdings noch nicht. Damit könnte es auch noch dauern. Töpfers Amtszeit in Nairobi dauert bis Ende Februar. Bislang hat er nicht gesagt, dass er unbedingt neue politische Aufgaben übernehmen will. Eigentlich sagt Töpfer überhaupt nichts über seine Zukunft – nur dass er nach Berlin ziehen will. Wer mag, kann darin eines der Signale sehen, die einer wie Töpfer setzt, um eine gewisse Offenheit für neue Herausforderungen zu zeigen. Diejenigen, die in der Berliner CDU fest auf Töpfer hoffen und daran arbeiten, dass sein Interesse an der Spitzenkandidatur noch größer wird, argumentieren auch gerne psychologisch: Wenn einer ablehnen will, dann tut er das doch gleich, oder?, sagen und fragen sie. 

Tatsächlich spricht Töpfers Verschwiegenheit dafür, dass auch er ein Interesse daran hat, die Angelegenheit in der Schwebe zu halten. Der Mann, der als Bauminister Berlin und die Berliner gut kennen gelernt hat, der Saarländer, der immer so wirkte, als fühle er sich hier wohl, müsste nicht mal höchstpersönlich dementieren, dass ihn die Berliner CDU nicht interessierte, wenn dem so wäre; das könnte er über Bundespartei-Freunde machen. Stattdessen bestätigen Berliner CDU-Politiker, die es wissen müssen, dass Töpfer mit Landeschef Ingo Schmitt mehr als einmal gesprochen hat und dass CDU-Chefin Angela Merkel inzwischen mit der großen Hoffnung der Berliner CDU gesprochen hat.

Aber: Keiner der vier aus dem Kandidatenrekrutierungskommando um Schmitt sagt offiziell etwas. Stattdessen debattieren sie mit der Basis und bekommen von Mitte bis Charlottenburg zu hören, dass die Leute unruhig werden. Und an der Basis der Berliner CDU, wo man sich immer gern auf die Autorität der Kreis- und Landeschefs verlassen hat, haben viele vergessen, wie die fatale Lage entstanden ist, in der die Berliner CDU jetzt mit ihren 19 Umfrage-Prozenten ist. 

An der Basis sagen sie: Es kann doch wohl nicht wahr sein, dass unter 13 000 CDU-Mitgliedern keiner in der Lage ist, den Landesverband in den Wahlkampf zu führen. Frank Steffels Scheitern, dann die Demontage von Peter Kurth und Joachim Zeller – manche haben einfach vergessen, warum der Landesverband Ende Mai Schmitt gewählt und seine Wahl mit dem Ansinnen verbunden hat, nicht selbst Spitzenkandidat zu werden. Schmitt sollte einen finden, der wie früher mal Richard von Weizsäcker der Berliner CDU Tempo macht, Ansehen verschafft und so viel Anziehungskraft hat, dass er noch zwei oder drei Persönlichkeiten gewinnt, die als Senatoren zur Verfügung stünden – einen Mann mit Mannschaft eben.

Das Gerede und die Nervosität könnten noch größer werden, wenn die nächste Umfrage noch schlechter ausfällt und die Berliner CDU zur 18-Prozent-Partei wird. Über so trübe Aussichten trösten sich die CDU-Vormänner hinweg, indem sie an Hamburg und an Ole von Beust denken. Der hat bei der Wahl 2004 glatte 21 Prozentpunkte mehr als 2001 geholt. Werner van Bebber
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Associated Press: U.S. environmental stance draws heat

BETH DUFF-BROWN
29.11.2005
MONTREAL - The United States came under renewed criticism Tuesday as thousands of environmentalists and international officials hammered out rules for a global treaty to cut greenhouse gas emissions.

U.S. comments that it would resist any binding commitment to curb global warming by capping industrial emissions infuriated environmentalists, who accused Washington of trying to derail the U.N. Climate Change Conference.

"When you walk around the conference hall here, delegates are saying there are lots of issues on the agenda, but there's only one real problem, and that's the United States," said Bill Hare of Greenpeace International.

More than 8,000 environmentalists, scientists and government officials were attending the 10-day conference in Montreal. Some 120 environment ministers and other government leaders were expected to arrive next week for the final negotiations.

The conference is the first meeting of the 140 countries that ratified the Kyoto Protocol since the agreement was adopted in 1997. It is aimed at setting agreements on emissions cuts planned after 2012, when the second phase of the protocol begins.

The Kyoto agreement targets carbon dioxide and five other heat-trapping gases blamed for rising global temperatures and disrupted weather patterns. It calls on the top 35 industrialized nations to cut emissions to 5.2 percent below their 1990 levels between 2008 and 2012.

The United States, the world's largest emitter of polluting gases, has refused to ratify the agreement, saying it would harm the U.S. economy and is flawed by the lack of restrictions on emissions by emerging economies such as China and India. President Bush called for an 18 percent reduction of U.S. greenhouse gases by 2012 and has committed $5 billion a year on science and technology to combat global warming.

Harlan Watson, chief climate control negotiator for the U.S. State Department, told a news conference that Washington would maintain its position of rejecting any calls for an international agreement that binds countries to emissions reductions after 2012.

Watson said the United States would continue voluntary efforts to curb global warming via science, technology and bilateral agreements with other nations. He said greenhouse gas emissions had gone down nearly 1 percent in Bush's first three years in office.

"We need to pursue our international efforts in a spirit of cooperation - not coercion - with a true sense of partnership," Watson said.

Watson told The Associated Press in an interview Monday that the Bush administration does not blame global warming or climate change for extreme weather - including the hurricanes that ravaged the Gulf Coast states and much of the Caribbean and Yucatan Peninsula.

"There's a difference between climate and extreme weather," Watson said. "Our scientists continually tell us we cannot blame any single extreme event, attribute that to climate change."

This notion infuriates environmentalists, who point to myriad studies that they believe prove global warming is to blame for rising, warmer seas, melting Arctic glaciers and extreme weather conditions.

Environmentalists are pushing host Canada to round up industrialized nations for some sort of political agreement by the end of the conference which commits them to further goals and potential greenhouse gas cuts in the new phase of the Kyoto Protocol, which begins in 2013.

Canada's Environment Minister Stephane Dion said Monday that he would "welcome any idea" to get the United States on board.

"We cannot do without the Americans because they represent 25 percent of emissions, and an even greater percentage of the solution," he said.

____________________________________________________________________________

Forbes: US balks at UN post-Kyoto talks

30.11.2005
MONTREAL (AFX) - The US has opposed any talk of extending Kyoto-style limits on greenhouse gas emissions, angering activists at a UN climate change meeting. 

Some 10,000 delegates and members of environmental groups are meeting here until Dec 9 as part of the UN Climate Change Conference on and what comes after the Kyoto accord, which expires in 2012. 

'The United States is opposed to any such discussions,' Harlan Watson, head of the US delegation, told reporters. 

He said that Americans did not want an approach including objectives or a timetable to reduce the emissions. 

The US refused to ratify the Kyoto agreement, which called for reductions by 6 pct of emissions from their 1990 levels, saying the reductions applied more stringently to developed countries than to developing ones. 

The US, with 5 pct of the world's population, emits 25 pct of the world's greenhouse gases. The US counts more on targeted and bilateral agreements than on international accords to address the prickly issue of climate change.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Britain puts nuclear power back on agenda
29.11.2005
By Mike Peacock and Katherine Baldwin

LONDON (Reuters) - British Prime Minister Tony Blair put nuclear power back on the agenda on Tuesday when he launched a review of energy policy, pledging to decide by the middle of next year on how to fill a looming energy gap.

A review concluded two years ago that nuclear costs were unclear and that renewable sources such as wind or solar power, along with less wasteful use of fossil fuels, could suffice.

But booming oil and gas prices, global warming, an increased emphasis on energy security and the need to decide soon on whether to replace aging nuclear plants is putting pressure on the government to take another look.

"(The review) will include specifically the issue of whether we facilitate the development of a new generation of nuclear power stations," Blair told business leaders, adding that there would be a firm policy announcement in early summer 2006.

Anti-nuclear demonstrators, concerned about risks to the environment from dangerous nuclear waste, staged a protest ahead of Blair's speech, mingling in suits and ties with delegates before clambering up into the rafters of the conference center.

The prime minister was forced to deliver his speech in a cramped sideroom as the Greenpeace protesters unfurled a banner and dropped leaflets, saying: "Nuclear: Wrong Answer".

Whatever the outcome of the review, the nuclear lobby and environmentalists agreed it would give a signal to the rest of the world on whether to build more nuclear plants or close them.

"At the very least the nuclear plants need to be replaced, and we suggest that they should be increased," said Nigel Withey, managing director of Inenco, UK-based energy consultants. "Renewables have a part to play, but only a part. We don't see a huge alternative to nuclear power."

MIND MADE UP?

Speculation is rife that Blair has already made up his mind to invest in nuclear power but a significant number of lawmakers in his centre-left Labor party are against the idea.

Blair told the annual conference of the Confederation of British Industry (CBI) employers' group that in 15 years, the mothballing of old coal and nuclear stations would leave a big hole in Britain's energy supply.

"Some of this will be replaced by renewables but not all of it can," he said.

Business leaders favor nuclear power but environmental groups want more efficient use of fossil fuels, less electricity waste and more renewable power.

Britain has become a net importer of gas as its North Sea supplies dwindle and the government is concerned about the security of supply, which will increasingly come from abroad. Rocketing gas prices have highlighted possible problems.

Only one of the UK's nuclear power stations is due to be open in 2023. Without new investment, nuclear power will meet 4 percent of Britain's energy needs by 2010, down from 21 percent.

But Blair faces opposition from Labor lawmakers, some 40 of whom have signed a motion rejecting new nuclear power stations.

Since a May election slashed his majority, that number siding with opposition parties can defeat the government in parliament, although Blair can probably count on opposition Conservative support for nuclear energy.

___________________________________________________________________________

Agence Science Presse (Canada): Conférence sur les changements climatiques
Verte effervescence 
28.11.2005

 Pendant les deux semaines que durera la Conférence des Nations Unies sur les changements climatiques, plus de 150 conférences-ateliers se tiendront au Palais des Congrès et une dizaine de conférences, de colloques et d’expositions ailleurs à Montréal. Ces activités sont organisées par une multitude d’organismes, des plus connus aux plus obscurs: sociétés paragouvernementales, ONG, agences internationales, etc. Risque de surexposition? 

C'est ce que craint Claude Desjarlais, directeur de l’analyse économique au consortium OURANOS, l'un des organismes qui participent à cette effervescence: il organise à lui seul quatre événements. Mais Claude Desjarlais n'en croit pas moins à l’utilité de ces conférences. "On profite d’un événement mondial pour mettre en valeur les savoirs québécois et canadiens, dit-il. Cela permettra aussi de faire le point sur l’état de la connaissance sur le sujet."

C'est une occasion pour accroître sa visibilité et attirer l’attention des décideurs. Clôde de Guise, responsable des médias chez Greenpeace Québec, compare même ces 150 conférences-ateliers (réservées aux congressistes) à la nécessaire partie de golf dans le milieu des affaires. Un passage obligé... 

Ainsi, Ouranos est un regroupement multidisciplinaire de chercheurs qui a pour objectif de proposer aux entreprises et aux gouvernements des solutions pour s’adapter aux changements climatiques. "Même si nous réussissons à réduire ces gaz à effet de serre, explique M. Desjarlais, il y aura des impacts liés au réchauffement climatique. Grâce à nos interventions, nous espérons que nos stratégies d’adaptation recevront plus d’attention." 

Plus attention aussi sur l'organisme lui-même, encore méconnu dans le monde. "Nous sommes des leaders dans notre domaine au Canada et notre équipe multidisciplinaire assez unique est digne d’intérêt."

____________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news


Big funds warned on negligence
The Age (subscription), Australia, By Leon Gettler, November 30, 2005 - INSTITUTIONAL investors could face negligence claims unless the investors take account of environmental, social and corporate governance when making decisions, lawyers have warned.
A report suggests that fund managers could be in breach of their legal duties if they fail to take issues into account.
The report was prepared by international lawyers Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer for the Asset Management Working Group of the United Nations Environment Program Finance Initiative (UNEP FI).
http://www.theage.com.au/news/business/big-funds-warned-on-negligence/2005/11/29/1133026467255.html# 


UN Concerned Over E-waste in Asia
Techtree.com, India, 29 November 2005 - Techtree News Staff - Government officials from eight Asian countries met at Tianjin, China, from 19 to 22 November. The top-level meeting, dubbed "Asia-Pacific Regional Scoping Workshop on the Environmentally Sound Management of Electronic Wastes", qualifies as the first such inter-governmental meeting to be held on the problem of "e-wastes" in Asia. 
The workshop was organized at the behest of the Basel Convention Regional Centre in Beijing, and the Secretariat of the Basel Convention; under the auspices of the "Basel Convention on the Trans-boundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal".
…Speaking at the occasion, Klaus Topfer, executive director, UNEP, said, "A few decades ago, very few families in wealthier countries and communities owned a personal computer or other electronic devices. Today, PCs are becoming widespread in homes, and are ubiquitous throughout the business world and in organizations of every kind. The emerging issue of 'e-wastes' needs to be tackled urgently, as the production and use of PCs continues to rise dramatically."
http://www.techtree.com/techtree/jsp/article.jsp?article_id=69446&cat_id=547 
China Efforts against Water Pollution Praised
CRI - Beijing, China, 29 November 2005 - The United Nations Environment Program has praised China for its efforts in coping with the pollution of the Songhua River. 
Executive director of the Nairobi-based environmental agency Klaus Toepfer said he believed China is capable of handling the aftermath of this incident. 
Earlier, officials from the China State Environmental Protection Administration and their Russian counterparts from Khabarovsk held talks on measures to prevent pollution of the cross-border river. 
On the agenda was discussion of the impact the polluted Songhua River will have on the Heilongjiang River, the border of the two nations, and the cooperation that China and Russia will make to monitor and test the quality of its waters.
http://en.chinabroadcast.cn/2238/2005-11-29/125@284605.htm 

Eleven new species on endangered list
Hindustan Times, India - Nairobi, November 28, 2005 - …. The CMS, a treaty signed under the aegis of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), says migratory species are considered more vulnerable than others because of their patterns of regular movement across borders and countries.
UN wildlife experts say the Basking Shark, which can reach 10 metres in length, is found in the continental shelves of the Atlantic and Indo-Pacific Oceans and the Mediterranean and is often caught in fishing nets or collides with boats in shallow waters.
The Basra Reed Warbler, a small brown and white bird which breeds in the Mesopotamian marshlands of southern Iraq, thought to be the original Garden of Eden, is also on the list.
Experts say the warbler’s numbers have dwindled in Iraq because of heavy drainage of the marshlands under Saddam Hussein’s rule.
http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/5922_1559510,0087.htm 
_____________________________________________________________________________
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====================================================================

 ANNAN CALLS ON SUDANESE NEGOTIATORS OVER DARFUR PEACE TO END ATROCITIES    

 Welcoming the beginning of the renewed Sudanese peace talks to end civil   

 conflict in Darfur, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged      

 representatives of the Government and the two rebel movements to stop the  

 atrocities and bloodshed and to negotiate a just and all-inclusive accord. 

 Mr. Annan's call came as the leadership of all parties met in Abuja,       

 Nigeria, for the seventh round of the African Union-led (AU) negotiations  

 on the nearly three-year-old conflict in western Sudan, which has led to   

 the deaths of 300,000 and displaced 2 million others. Tanzanian diplomat   

 Salim Ahmed Salim is the chief AU mediator.                                

 "The Secretary-General strongly appeals to the parties to the Abuja peace  

 process – the government and the leadership of the Sudan Liberation        

 Movement/Army and the Justice and Equality Movement – to immediately stop  

 all violence and atrocities on the ground. He calls on the parties to      

 negotiate a just and comprehensive peace agreement. Individual leaders     

 will be judged on their immediate action to stop the bloodshed in Darfur," 

 the Secretary-General said through his spokesman.                          

 Mr. Annan also called on all armed groups in Darfur to cooperate fully     

 with the African Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS) and the UN Mission in Sudan 

 (UNMIS).                                                                   

 Meanwhile, he appealed to donors to continue supporting both the crucial   

 work of AMIS "in this long-suffering region" and providing critical        

 humanitarian assistance for the millions affected by the war.              

 * * *                                                                      

 UN ENVOY RAISES REPORTED ABUSE OF DETAINEES WITH IRAQI OFFICIALS           

 The senior United Nations envoy in Iraq has several times brought up the   

 issue of human rights violations with Iraqi officials, including the need  

 for "structural changes" in the security system, a UN spokesman said       

 today.                                                                     

 Spokesman Stephane Dujarric had been asked about the UN position on        

 reports of abuses such as those concerning an Iraqi detention centre where 

 detainees were alleged to have been tortured.                              

 "On the ground, our team there that is led by Mr. Qazi has brought up on a 

 number of times directly to Iraqi officials, including the Defence         

 Minister, the Interior Minister, the issues of human rights violations     

 that have been reported to take place in some of the detention centres,"   

 Mr. Dujarric said, referring to Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special     

 Representative Ashraf Jehangir Qazi.                                       

 "Mr. Qazi has been advocating in his talks with the Defence Minister       

 drastic structural changes in the Iraqi security system which, as you      

 know, faces endemic problems of organization and discipline. So this is an 

 issue that we are very much closely following," he added.                  

 Earlier this month, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour    

 called for an international investigation into conditions of detention in  

 Iraq, saying the recent discovery in an Interior Ministry building of      

 detainees who appeared to have been tortured pointed to widespread         

 problems with the system of detention.                                     

 An international element would help the authorities address the situation  

 in an impartial and objective way, which is crucial to fostering an        

 environment of respect for human rights and, ultimately, to achieving      

 national reconciliation, Ms. Arbour said.                                  

 * * *                                                                      

 INCREASING RESTRICTIONS ON ERITREAN-ETHIOPIAN BORDER HAMPERING UN PEACE    

 MISSION                                                                    

 Increasing restrictions on the freedom of movement of United Nations       

 peacekeepers following an Eritrean ban on helicopter flights has made it   

 harder to warn the international community of any new outbreak of          

 hostilities on the tense frontier with Ethiopia, where the two countries   

 fought a two-year border war.                                              

 The UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) reported today that it had  

 already vacated 17 of 18 outlying posts it has been forced to leave        

 because of the ban. Restrictions on freedom of movement had increased      

 throughout the area which the peacekeepers are still patrolling, about 40  

 per cent of what it used to be, making it difficult to monitor the tense   

 1,000 kilometre border, it said.                                           

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan has warned that the situation could lead to   

 another round of "devastating hostilities," which ended following the      

 Algiers peace accords of 2000. Apart from forcing UNMEE to evacuate posts  

 in the so-called Temporary Security Zone (TSZ), the ban has endangered     

 peacekeepers who need to be evacuated for medical treatment, forcing them  

 to take the long land route.                                               

 UNMEE reported that a mine accident on the Ethiopian side of the border    

 last week was caused by a newly laid anti-tank mine. All organizations     

 using the area have been urged to exercise due care.                       

 Last week, the Security Council threatened actions that could include      

 sanctions if, in the case of Eritrea, it does not immediately rescind its  

 ban, and against both parties if they do not reverse their military build  

 up.                                                                        

 It also demanded that Ethiopia accept the agreed-upon Boundary             

 Commission's final and binding decisions concerning the demarcation of the 

 border between the two countries, and that both parties return to their    

 December 2004 levels of troop deployment within 30 days, refraining from   

 threats or the use of force.                                               

 * * *                                                                      

 PAKISTAN: UN REFUGEE AGENCY REPORTS FIRST DEATHS DUE TO COLD AMONG QUAKE   

 VICTIMS                                                                    

 The first cold-related deaths have been reported among Pakistani           

 earthquake survivors – two children who died of pneumonia and a man of     

 hypothermia – and many more can be expected as temperatures drop below     

 freezing point, especially at higher elevations, the United Nations        

 refugee agency warned today.                                               

 For weeks UN agencies have predicted a second wave of deaths from the 8    

 October quake, which killed some 80,000 people, injured as many others and 

 left up to 3 million homeless, if shelter, medicines and other vital       

 supplies were not rushed into hundreds of thousands of victims in remote   

 areas ahead of the harsh Himalayan winter.                                 

 So far, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has airlifted over   

 80,000 blankets and tens of thousands of plastic sheets to survivors in    

 high-altitude villages in the Allai and Leepa valleys. But bad weather is  

 hampering aid delivery. Helicopters were grounded on Sunday although the   

 airlifts have resumed yesterday.                                           

 “Some roads in the Neelum and Allai valleys have been blocked by snow or   

 landslides. Aid convoys are now driving on slippery roads that could be    

 hit by further mudslides,” UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told a news 

 briefing in Geneva.                                                        

 “On lower elevations, we're preparing the ground for more people forced to 

 leave their homes in the upper valleys because of the bitter cold. In the  

 last two days, the army has reported 100 families per day moving down from 

 the Kaghan valley,” she added.                                             

 “The recent camp arrivals have come in bad shape, many of them already     

 weakened by pneumonia. We have been winterizing the camps by providing two 

 plastic sheets per tent and three blankets per person.”                    

 Overall UNHCR has flown in more than 20 thousand family tents and hundreds 

 of thousands of blankets and other vital supplies.                         

 Water and sanitation needs will become even more urgent as more people     

 come down to live in planned and spontaneous camps. To prevent congestion  

 and the outbreak of diseases in camps, UNHCR now has 16 mobile teams on    

 the ground to fix technical problems related to latrines and waste         

 management, and to sensitize camp populations on hygiene and sanitation    

 issues.                                                                    

 At an international donors' conference in Pakistan on earlier this month,  

 $5.4 billion were pledged, but UN relief officials have warned the vast    

 majority of these pledges are earmarked for long-term recovery even though 

 operations remain in the critical rescue and assistance phase.             

 “In order to save lives today, these pledges must be fulfilled             

 immediately. Moreover, donors must allow flexibility in use of the funds,” 

 five UN human rights experts said in a joint statement last week.          

 In an innovative approach, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has joined with 

 important partners in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in a strategy that    

 combines financial contributions with hands-on action to help meet the     

 needs of children in devastated areas.                                     

 UNICEF agreements with the UAE Red Crescent Society and Dubai Aid City     

 have produced cash donations, technical support, medical teams and regular 

 planeloads with basic relief items.                                        

 For example, the UAE Red Crescent Society and UNICEF signed an agreement   

 to manage a donation of $500,000 from the UAE to support UNICEF’s measles  

 immunization campaign, which will be supplemented by a team of Emirati     

 nurses and medical experts to help oversee the vaccination effort on the   

 ground.                                                                    

 The post-quake measles campaign, organized jointly by UNICEF, the UN World 

 Health Organization (WHO) and Pakistan’s Ministry of Health, seeks to      

 immunize 4 million children in relief camps and health centres at an       

 estimated cost of $8 million.                                              

 “Replicating the tsunami humanitarian response model with relief           

 operations centralized in Dubai has proven highly effective, and the UAE   

 Red Crescent Society has played an important role in protecting children   

 against the spread of disease,” UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Rima      

 Salah said yesterday on signing the agreement in Dubai.                    

 * * *                                                                      

 UN LABOUR AGENCY AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTION PLAN TO HELP AFRICAN WOMEN      

 ENTREPRENEURS                                                              

 The United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO) and the African 

 Development Bank said today that they will offer new support to women      

 entrepreneurs who are playing an ever-increasing role in the economies of  

 African countries despite limited access to land, credit and training.     

 Launching a series of new reports grouped under the title "Support for     

 Growth-Oriented Women Entrepreneurs," the two institutions said they will  

 cooperate in providing help with association building, access to           

 financing, markets and business development services, as well as help with 

 business support, information sharing, networks and the legal environment, 

 starting in Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda.                          

 According to the reports, the ongoing sub-regional discussions on women    

 entrepreneurs affect not only those four countries, but also the rest of   

 the continent.                                                             

 Based on the findings of the report for Kenya, the African Development     

 Bank has approved a new project to provide loan guarantees, business       

 training and strengthening of associations of women entrepreneurs across   

 the continent. As a further response to the reports in the four countries, 

 the ILO will give greater priority to women's entrepreneurship in Africa   

 over the next two years.                                                   

 The report also calls for special efforts at the national and regional     

 levels to challenge existing cultural and social practices and allow women 

 entrepreneurs to participate in private sector development and employment  

 creation activities by reviewing legal frameworks.                         

 * * *                                                                      

 UNICEF CALLS 2005 'YEAR OF EMERGENCIES' AS TSUNAMI ANNIVERSARY NEARS       

 The year 2005 has been an unprecedented year of emergencies for children,  

 with an extraordinary series of natural disasters, food crises, and        

 conflicts tearing at the fabric of life for tens of millions of people,    

 according to a report by the United Nations Children's Fund released       

 today.                                                                     

 In a preliminary one-year update on its recovery efforts in the tsunami    

 zone, UNICEF said that from the dozen countries struck by the tsunami to   

 the conflict zone of Darfur, from nutrition emergencies in Niger and       

 Malawi to crop failures in Ethiopia and Eritrea, and from the devastating  

 Atlantic hurricane season to the epic Pakistan earthquake, it had not      

 responded to such an array of humanitarian emergencies in a single year in 

 recent memory.                                                             

 In its summary of its continuing effort to help rebuild children's lives   

 in the tsunami zone, UNICEF said that while millions of people had been    

 kept healthy and children were largely back in school, the real process of 

 rebuilding is just beginning.                                              

 Despite progress, however, UNICEF said a long road remained for the        

 victims of the tsunami.                                                    

 But the tsunami was just the start of an unprecedented string of           

 humanitarian crises, UNICEF noted. A day before the United Nations         

 launches its annual "consolidated appeal" for countries in crisis, the     

 children's agency said that an extraordinary series of natural disasters   

 and conflicts throughout the year continue to endanger children's lives.   

 In Darfur, for example, one of the world's most complex and inaccessible   

 territories, malnutrition is spreading to parts of the population largely  

 unaffected until recently, and UNICEF is working to reach 1.5 million      

 children caught in renewed conflict there.                                 

 In March, renewed fighting in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo sparked 

 a fresh crisis in a long-running conflict that has already claimed the     

 lives of an estimated 3.5 million people, the vast majority of them        

 children and women.                                                        

 Throughout the year, drought and crop failures in Niger Eritrea, Ethiopia, 

 and Malawi have left millions of children and women relying on             

 international humanitarian aid.                                            

 In September Hurricane Katrina affected millions of people along large     

 stretches of the US gulf coast, and in October hurricane Stan slammed into 

 impoverished Central America, killing hundreds in Guatemala and El         

 Salvador, displacing tens of thousands, and leaving close to 300,000       

 people reliant on international food aid.                                  

 And in early October, an estimated 3.3 million people in Pakistan, nearly  

 half of whom were children, lost their homes, and at least 73,000 people   

 were killed by an epic earthquake. An estimated 150,000 people remain      

 above the snowline, and with snows now falling, the outlook appears bleak  

 for those who remain isolated.                                             

 UNICEF said it would continue its work in the tsunami zone and all the     

 other humanitarian emergency locales as long as it has funding.            

 * * *                                                                      

 RACING DREAM TEAM RAISES $18,000 FOR ETHIOPIAN ORPHANS, UNICEF SAYS        

 Dream Team members who ran in the first sponsored 2005 Toyota Great        

 Ethiopian Run to raise funds for orphans and vulnerable children pulled in 

 more than $18,000 in Sunday’s “Run for Their Dreams” campaign, the United  

 Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today.                               

 “Run for Their Dreams” launched the fundraising phase of the Campaign      

 organized by the National Orphans and Vulnerable Children Task Force, an   

 umbrella organization that includes UNICEF, UNAIDS, USAID and              

 non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and Ethiopian Government             

 departments.                                                               

 “Our dream is to see an Ethiopia fit for children,” UNICEF Representative  

 Bjorn Ljungqvist said. “Our dream is to see an Ethiopia where all children 

 go to school, an Ethiopia where all children can go to sleep well fed, an  

 Ethiopia where all children are healthy, an Ethiopia where no children are 

 infected by HIV, an Ethiopia where nobody is going to hit any children –   

 where children can play, sing and run free.”                               

 It would cost $275 to provide one child with rent, food, clothes, hygiene  

 supplies and medical services for a year, or $337 with schooling, UNICEF   

 said.                                                                      

 There are an estimated 4.6 million orphans in Ethiopia and the population  

 continues to grow as a result of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The extended       

 family networks which used to care for orphans can no longer cope,         

 resulting in a burgeoning population of street children in urban centres   

 and rising numbers of child-headed households.                             

 * * *                                                                      

 UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY APPROVES RESOLUTIONS ON FISHERIES AND LAW OF THE SEA   

 The United Nations General Assembly today called on countries that have    

 not yet done so to become a party to the Law of the Sea regarding          

 jurisdiction over national and international waters, as well as the        

 seabed, and to maintain sustainable fisheries.                             

 By an omnibus draft resolution on oceans and the Law of the Sea,           

 reaffirming the unified character of the 1982 Convention and the need to   

 preserve its integrity, the Assembly voted 141 to 1, with four             

 abstentions, to call on all States that have not done so to become parties 

 to the Convention and the "Fish Stocks Agreement," as well as to harmonize 

 their national legislation with the Convention's provisions.               

 Voting against was Turkey while the four abstentions came from Colombia,   

 Ecuador, Libya and Venezuela.                                              

 The States Parties number 146 out of the Assembly's 191 members.           

 The Assembly also called on donor agencies and the international financial 

 institutions (IFIs) to review their programmes in order to ensure that all 

 States, particularly developing countries, have the skills necessary for   

 fully implementing the Convention, as well as developing the oceans and    

 seas sustainably. They would bear in mind the interests and needs of       

 landlocked developing States.                                              

 States should cooperate to address piracy, armed robbery at sea, smuggling 

 and terrorist acts against shipping and other maritime interests and work  

 with the International Maritime Organization (IMO) to promote safe and      secure shipping, while ensuring freedom of navigation, the Assembly said.  

 Furthermore, States should integrate the issue of marine debris into their 

 national strategies dealing with waste management in coastal areas, ports  

 and maritime industries and should discourage ships from discharging       

 marine debris at sea, while minimizing marine pollution from land.         

 The Assembly would also call on States to improve their understanding and  

 knowledge of the deep sea, particularly the extent and vulnerability of    

 deep sea biodiversity and ecosystems.                                      

 By approving the other Law of the Sea resolution on sustainable fisheries, 

 adopted without a vote, the General Assembly called on all States that     

 have not done so to become parties to the Convention, mindful of the       

 relationship between the Convention and the Fish Stocks Agreement, and     

 apply an "ecosystem" approach to the conservation, management and          

 exploitation of fish stocks, including straddling fish stocks and highly   

 migratory fish stocks.                                                     

 States would not permit their vessels to engage in fishing on the high     

 seas or in areas under the national jurisdiction of other States unless    

 authorized by those States and would deter their nationals from reflagging 

 their ships.                                                               

 The Assembly also called on flag and port States to prevent the operation  

 of substandard vessels and illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing     

 activities and ensure that vessels flying their flags did not engage in    

 transhipping fish caught illegally.                                        

 * * *                                                                      

 UN EXPERT 'DEEPLY REGRETS' EXTENSION OF HOUSE ARREST OF MYANMAR ACTIVIST   

 A United Nations human rights expert today joined the chorus of those      

 expressing strong disapproval of the extended detention under house arrest 

 of Myanmar democracy activist Daw Aung San Suu Kyi for another six months, 

 after over 10 years of being held without charge.                          

 "On the eve of another phase of the National Convention, many of those who 

 should be in attendance find themselves behind bars," Special Rapporteur   

 of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation in Myanmar, Paulo       

 Sergio Pinheiro said.                                                      

 "That legitimate political stake-holders are locked out of the political   

 process runs contrary to the Government's commitment to institute          

 democracy," he added.                                                      

 He reiterated his appeal to the Government to release its 1,143 political  

 prisoners, lift restrictions on freedom of expression and association and  

 revoke all legislation which violates civil and political rights.          

 In addition, he called for the re-opening of offices of political parties, 

 and termination of harassment, arbitrary arrest and detention of           

 pro-democracy advocates, human rights defenders and all those involved in  

 peaceful political activities.                                             

 Yesterday, Secretary-General Kofi Annan expressed deep disappointment at   

 the extension of the confinement of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the General      

 Secretary of the National League for Democracy (NLD) and a Nobel Peace     

 Prize Laureate.                                                            

 Over the past several years Mr. Annan has been pushing the Government of   

 the South Asian country to release her and allow a role for opposition     

 parties such as the NLD.                                                   

 While there had been signs of progress in 2003 when the Myanmar            

 authorities announced their seven-point road map towards democracy, basic  

 goals have not been met since then, according to the most recent report by 

 Mr. Annan. The National Convention charged with drawing up principles for  

 a new constitution continues to exclude representatives of many political  

 parties, including the NLD.                                                

 Special Rapporteurs are unpaid experts serving in an independent personal  

 capacity who receive their mandate from the Commission and report back to  

 it.                                                                        

 * * *                                                                      

 ANNAN TO LAUNCH HUMANITARIAN APPEAL FOR 2006 TOMORROW                      

 The United Nations will seek a total of $4.7 billion to assist more than   

 31 million people in 26 nations tomorrow morning as Secretary-General Kofi 

 Annan officially launches the Humanitarian Appeal 2006 at UN Headquarters  

 in New York.                                                               

 Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Jan Egeland will host the 

 event.                                                                     

 In his remarks tomorrow, the Secretary-General is expected to point out    

 that the appeals are not merely documents prepared in an ivory Secretariat 

 tower. In fact, for the first time, they will this year includes projects  

 by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) as well as UN agencies, according 

 to a UN spokesperson.                                                      

 * * *                                                                      

 UN-BACKED GLOBAL COMPACT MEETS IN CHINA IN LARGEST GATHERING ON ETHICAL    

 PRINCIPLES                                                                 

 Nearly 800 business leaders and government and civil society               

 representatives are to meet today in China under the umbrella of the       

 Global Compact, an initiative of United Nations Secretary-General Kofi     

 Annan, for the largest event held in modern China on best practices in     

 business ethics.                                                           

 "This is a historic event for the United Nations and the Global Compact    

 specifically," Global Compact Executive Head Georg Kell said.              

 "China is today the world's fastest growing economy and Shanghai is an     

 international centre of business excellence. This dynamic environment is,  

 therefore, a suitable place to bring businesses and other stakeholders     

 together to advance good corporate citizenship and address the widening    

 gap between the outcomes of globalization and the needs of humanity," he   

 noted.                                                                     

 The voluntary corporate citizenship body now numbers more than 2,400       

 companies from over 80 countries. It includes dozens of leading Chinese    

 businesses. It also includes leaders of international civil society and    

 labour organizations.                                                      

 At the two-day summit, the participants will share ways of implementing    

 the Global Compact's universal principles on the environment, labour       

 standards, human rights and anti-corruption, derived from four UN          

 instruments: the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International  

 Labour Organization's (ILO) Declaration on Fundamental Principles and      

 Rights at Work, the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and the 

 Convention against Corruption.                                             

 * * *                                                                      

 HUGE CHALLENGES REMAIN IN ACHIEVING EDUCATION FOR ALL, UNESCO CHIEF WARNS  

 Significant progress has been made towards achieving Education for All,    

 but "huge challenges" must still be overcome to meet objectives set by the 

 world's nations five years ago, including halving adult illiteracy by      

 2015, according to the head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific  

 and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).                                        

 Even though the goal of achieving gender parity by 2005 has been missed,   

 more girls are in school than ever before, UNESCO Director-General         

 Koïchiro Matsuura told yesterday's opening session in Beijing of the Fifth 

 Meeting of the High Level Group on Education for All (EFA), the latest     

 follow-up to the World Education Forum held in Dakar, Senegal in 2000.     

 Some 20 million new students are attending classes in low-income countries 

 in sub-Saharan Africa, South and West Asia, and national spending on basic 

 education as well as external aid to EFA have also risen, he said.         

 But unless current trends improve, gender parity "may not be achieved by   

 2015 in as many as 86 countries," Mr. Matsuura said. Further, 18 per cent  

 of the world's adults are still illiterate, and "it is also clear that the 

 quality of basic education remains low and will not lead to meaningful     

 learning outcomes unless tackled with renewed vigour."                     

 He welcomed the pledge by Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao, who opened the       

 meeting, to substantially increase China's contribution to education       

 development throughout the world so as to accelerate progress toward the   

 EFA goals.                                                                 

 Mr. Wen pledged to train 1,500 teachers from developing countries annually 

 over the next three years, donate 100 experimental rural schools to        

 developing countries over the same time, and increase the number and value 

 of scholarships and university places for students from developing         

 countries to 10,000 annually.                                              

 He also promised to increase financial support for developing countries    

 hit by natural disasters and to grant $1 million in aid to pertinent       

 research and training projects undertaken by UNESCO's International        

 Institute for Capacity-Building in Africa and the UNESCO International     

 Centre for Girls and Women's Education in Africa.                          

 This year's meeting, bringing together ministers of education, cooperation 

 and development, the donor community and other intergovernmental and       

 non-governmental organizations, will focus on the goal of halving adult    

 illiteracy by 2015. It will also work on a Joint Action Plan to stimulate  

 action on the EFA goals and to offer better and more concrete support at   

 the national level to achieve them.                                        

 At the Dakar Forum, UNESCO was charged with coordinating the work of the   

 EFA partners and sustaining global momentum.                               

 * * *                                                                      

 BUSINESSMAN IN PINSTRIPE SUIT DOES AFRICAN MOTHER'S WORK IN UN FOOD AGENCY 

 AD                                                                         

 From a businessman in a pinstripe suit pounding food with a crying baby    

 strapped to his back to the fact that the cost of a dessert in a posh      

 restaurant could feed someone in the developing world for a month, the     

 United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is launching a new ad campaign   

 to win the hearts and minds of Europe.                                     

 Working with the London office of Leagas Delaney, WFP has helped to        

 produce three unique commercials that bring home the reality of hunger to  

 build public empathy in Europe for the more than 850 million people who    

 still go hungry at a time of clear abundance of food worldwide and a       

 growing epidemic of obesity.                                               

 The first commercial to appear on television, "Donate a dessert", will     

 encourage viewers to think about hunger when they eat out. In a moving     

 collage of voices, African adults and children ask for a sophisticated     

 dessert they might find at an expensive restaurant. The viewer is asked to 

 donate the dessert's cost to WFP.                                          

 The three commercials each take a different look at hunger, examining not  

 just how it affects real people in Africa but also imagining what it would 

 be like for someone from a comfortable, western background to experience   

 the pain of hunger for the very first time.                                

 The second is based on real stories of how people in Africa cope with      

 hunger. It shows a woman collecting stones which she then boils in a pan   

 in front of her children until they fall asleep. Before it was brought to  

 life on film by Leagas Delaney, this real story was gathered by a WFP      

 worker in southern Sudan who was told it is a traditional way of getting   

 children to sleep during the hunger season.                                

 In the third advert, a businessman dressed in a pinstripe suit is shown    

 struggling to cope with the daily challenges that African women face       

 across their continent on a daily basis. The "businessman" is seen         

 pounding food in a village with a crying baby strapped to his back and     

 then shown dragging a sack of food aid back to his home.                   

 The film ends by posing the question, "852 million people live like this.  

 Could you?"                                                                

 Leagas Delaney and the film production company, Partizan, donated their    

 services free of charge to produce the adverts that were all shot on       

 location in Kenya. British Airways donated the cost of flights to carry    

 the film production crew from London to Nairobi and back again.            

 "This donation of creative expertise and talent from a top advertising     

 agency shows how effective a role the private sector can play in           

 supporting humanitarian work," Neil Gallagher, Director of Communications  

 for WFP, said.                                                             

 The actor John Hurt gave his time to provide the voiceover for two of the  

 adverts, while the singer and composer Damon Albarn gave permission for    

 one of his musical compositions to be used in another.                     

 WFP is searching for television channels and other visual media, such as   

 cinema chains, that will carry the advertisements on a pro bono basis. The 

 "donate a dessert" advert has already been picked up by international      

 cable and satellite channels and is due to start running in December.      

 The commercials are available in 30 second and one minute formats and will 

 be translated into a number of different languages for international       

 audiences.                                                                 

 * * *                                                                      

 UN FOOD AGENCY LAUNCHES WEB SITE ON AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES AND RESOURCES   

 The best way to get rid of rodent pests is now just a mouse click away for 

 farmers around the world with the launch today of two web-based            

 information services by the United Nations Food and Agriculture            

 Organization (FAO) which provide general and technical information on      

 global agriculture and natural resources.                                  

 The web sites, called Ask FAO and Best Practices, are attached to FAO's    

 main site and will be constantly updated by its agricultural experts, the  

 agency said.                                                               

 Ask FAO includes an area where anyone can ask for advice on individual     

 problems, as well as answers to a range of frequently asked questions,     

 such as "How does the Global Rinderpest Eradication Programme function?"   

 and "How many hectares of forest are destroyed each year due to            

 disturbances such as fire, insects, diseases and climate change?"          

 The Best Practices site will contain continually-updated information on    

 food production techniques that have proven effective in various parts of  

 the world, such as the Conservation Agriculture approaches used by FAO     

 projects in Tanzania, Kenya, Uzbekistan and DPR Korea to counter erosion   

 by maintaining an organic cover over the underlying soil.                  

 * * *                                                                      

 UN ENVOY WELCOMES NIGERIAN-CAMEROONIAN MEETING ON BAKASSI BOUNDARY         

 The meeting between the President of Nigeria and the Prime Minister of     

 Cameroon this week to discuss the Bakassi Peninsula, which the World Court 

 awarded to Cameroon, holds out the hope that outstanding boundary issues   

 could be settled to the benefit of both countries, the Special             

 Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for West Africa,    

 Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, said today.                                         

 In the margins of the Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting in Malta,   

 President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria and Prime Minister Inoni Ephraim of 

 Cameroon met last weekend and renewed their countries' confidence in       

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan's continued support of the full               

 implementation of the 2002 International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruling     

 giving the peninsula to Cameroon.                                          

 Mr. Ould-Abdallah, who is also chairman of the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed      

 Commission, also noted that Prince Bola Ajibola, head of Nigeria's Bakassi 

 committee, told the Nigerian public through the media about the progress   

 achieved so far in the settlement process.                                 

 These efforts are a further testimony to the two Governments' commitment   

 to settle their dispute peacefully and strengthen their cooperation, Mr.   

 Ould-Abdallah of the Senegalese-based UN Office for West Africa (UNOWA)    

 said.                                                                      

 Since the Cameroonian and Nigerian Heads of State met in Paris in          

 September 2002 in Mr. Annan's presence and since October of that year when 

 the ICJ handed down its ruling, far-reaching progress has been achieved,   

 particularly on the Lake Chad Basin demarcation and along the land         

 boundary, the Special Representative said.                                 

 * * *                                                                      

 FROM SEX WORKERS TO TRUCKERS, UN FOOD AGENCY ADDS AIDS PROTECTION TO       

 ARSENAL                                                                    

 Sex workers, truck drivers, store personnel and port workers now all have  

 access to information, counselling on HIV and treatment for sexually       

 transmitted diseases where and when they need it most, thanks to an        

 innovative new project launched by the United Nations World Food Programme 

 (WFP) and its partners in Malawi.                                          

 Aware that its own transport workers might be contributing to the spread   

 of HIV, WFP and TNT, the global mail, express and logistics company, have  

 set up the first of its Wellness Centres at the Mwanza border crossing to  

 give truckers, and the communities they pass through, access to            

 life-saving information on how to avoid contracting HIV and passing it on  

 to others.                                                                 

 "Long nights, young men far from home, and an abundance of poor young      

 women makes this a perfect location for HIV to spread – and an ideal place 

 to intervene to stop it," WFP Country Director Dom Scalpelli said.         

 "That is why Mwanza was the first place WFP and its partners chose to      

 install the 'Muyende Bwino Pit Stop', the first Wellness Centre in         

 Malawi," he added.                                                         

 In response to the dramatic food crisis currently gripping Malawi, trucks  

 contracted by WFP are among the dozens of heavy vehicles that queue up     

 every night at Mwanza, Malawi's busiest border crossing, handling 70 per   

 cent of all road freight into the southern African country.                

 Since January, some 600 WFP trucks have crossed the border on their way to 

 and from Mozambique, Zimbabwe and South Africa.                            

 The Swedish International Development Agency and the Malawian Ministry of  

 Health are also participating in the project. Treatment for minor ailments 

 and sexually transmitted diseases is available, as well as referrals to     voluntary counselling, testing and treatment for HIV. The centres are open 

 when their clients need them most.                                         

 WFP is mounting a relief operation in Malawi to reach more than 4 million  

 people no longer able to feed themselves due to drought and the            

 government's dwindling ability to cope as farmers, workers and civil       

 servants continue to succumb to the deadly AIDS pandemic.                  

 "AIDS has cut a huge swathe through Malawian society. In a country where   

 poverty is endemic and drought a regular feature of rural life, the        

 effects of the pandemic have been truly catastrophic," Mr. Scalpelli said. 

 WFP is a major transport provider to poor countries, including 21 of the   

 25 countries worst-affected by AIDS. With more than 5,000 trucks carrying  

 food to hungry people in more than 80 countries, plus countless workers in 

 ports, warehouses, railways and airports, its contractors and staff work   

 along the corridors where HIV rates are among the highest in the world.    

 And since they travel to some of the most remote places in the world, they 

 can contribute to the spread of the disease. HIV/AIDS prevention and       

 awareness activities are provided to all of WFP's staff worldwide, and     

 offered to transport workers in places like Ethiopia and Myanmar.          

 * * *                                                                      

 MARKING PALESTINIAN SOLIDARITY DAY, ANNAN CALLS FOR RENEWED ACTION TOWARD  

 PEACE                                                                      

 In an address marking the International Day of Solidarity with the         

 Palestinian People, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today      

 called for renewed action by Israelis and Palestinians to meet their       

 obligations under the Road Map peace process, which calls for parallel     

 steps by both parties toward a final agreement.                            

 "Performance of Road Map obligations is the way to move forward towards    

 the shared goal of a sovereign, contiguous and democratic Palestinian      

 State, living side by side in peace and security with Israel," Mr. Annan   

 said of the plan, which is sponsored by the Quartet consisting of the UN,  

 European Union, United States and Russia.                                  

 Otherwise a solution to the decades-long conflict remains elusive, after   

 the hopes raised by Israel's disengagement from Gaza were tamped down by   

 violence, he told the meeting of the Committee on the Exercise of the      

 Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, at which many other          

 delegates spoke.                                                           

 Mr. Annan said that renewed action on the Road Map could take advantage of 

 the new opportunity that has emerged due to the agreement to open the      

 Rafah crossing and facilitate other freedom of movement, which could bring 

 about tangible benefits to Palestinians who have suffered due to the       

 events of recent years.                                                    

 "I strongly urge the Palestinian and Israeli leaderships to work with each 

 other, with Quartet Special Envoy James Wolfensohn, and with the Quartet   

 to ensure that the agreement is implemented in full and on time," he said. 

 The coming elections would have an important bearing on the peace process, 

 he said, but should not distract from the essential work of building       

 mutual trust.                                                              

 "Palestinians need to be assured that the future viability of a            

 Palestinian State will not be eroded by settlement expansion and barrier   

 construction. Israelis need to be assured that their security will not be  

 compromised by failure to act decisively against terror," he said.         

 Jan Eliasson, President of the General Assembly, also urged the parties to 

 build on the achievements of the past several months by making progress    

 along the Road Map.                                                        

 "It is crucial that Palestinians and Israelis no co-operate to the fullest 

 extent possible. Actions which could aggravate the situation and increase  

 suspicions and mistrust must not be undertaken," he said, stressing that   

 the international community should focus its assistance on                 

 capacity-building programmes as part of a development strategy for a       

 future Palestinian state.                                                  

 In addition to this morning's programme, a dance performance, a film       

 screening and other activities are scheduled to mark the Day of Solidarity 

 at UN Headquarters.                                                        

 * * *                                                                      

 CALLS FOR PROTECTION OF EARTH'S CLIMATE HEARD AT UN CONFERENCE ON GLOBAL   

 WARMING                                                                    

 Calls for action to protect the earth's vulnerable climate led off the     

 first ever meeting of the 157 countries that have signed onto the United   

 Nations-backed Kyoto Protocol, which aims to reduce the so-called          

 "greenhouse gasses" that have been determined to cause global warming.     

 "In my discussions with countries from around the world over the past      

 eight months, it has become clear that there is a growing sense of the     

 need for action," said Canadian Environment Minister Stéphane Dion,        

 President of the UN Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC) told delegates to   

 its 11-day meeting yesterday in Montreal, Canada.                          

 The UNFCCC is the189-party framework convention that includes the          

 signatories of the Kyoto agreement, the pact that requires 35              

 industrialized nations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions below 1990       

 levels between 2008 and 2012.                                              

 "Individual citizens and their Governments have underlined their concerns  

 about rising energy prices, energy security, and the growing scientific    

 evidence of the impact of climate change," Mr. Dion continued.             

 He said that the thousands of delegates to the Convention, along with      

 observers from environmental groups, scientific organizations, the         

 business community and representatives of municipal, provincial and state  

 governments will discuss ways to raise awareness and share best practices  

 on reducing climate change.                                                

 They will also, he said, explore new business opportunities from           

 sustainable technologies and consider how to better prepare for the        

 devastating impacts of climate change on human security, infrastructure,   

 and natural resources.                                                     

 Richard Kinley, acting head of the United Nations Climate Change           

 Secretariat in Bonn, Germany, called on Governments to give the 1997 Kyoto 

 Protocol the necessary backing to generate more investment in              

 climate-friendly technology.                                               

 "The launch of the carbon market has provided effective incentive to the   

 private sector and governments at all levels to reduce their environmental 

 footprint," Mr. Kinley said. "The Montreal Conference will help solidify   

 those opportunities."                                                      

 "Alluding to the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol in February 2005,  

 he said, "It is a pleasure to celebrate the fact that the Protocol is up   

 and running."                                                              

 Around 100 ministers will attend the high-level segment of the Conference, 

 beginning on Wednesday, which will be opened by the Prime Minister of      

 Canada, Paul Martin, and the UN Deputy Secretary-General, Louise           

 Fréchette.                                                                 

 * * *                                                                      

 CLEAN TECHNOLOGIES WILL ATTRACT TRILLIONS OF DOLLARS OVER NEXT DECADE, UN  

 SAYS                                                                       

 This year marks an ecological watershed in which a powerful alignment of   

 legal, financial and investment interests is beginning to direct trillions 

 of dollars into evolving markets linked to climate change, clean           

 technologies and the sustainable use of natural resources, the United      

 Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said today.                           

 Introducing "The Working Capital Report," scheduled to be published in     

 March 2006 by the UNEP Finance Initiative (UNEP FI), UNEP said the study   

 explores the role of financial service companies and capital markets as    

 they capitalize on new opportunities linked to sustainable development and 

 more effective management of the associated risks.                         

 "There is no question that 2005 will be seen as the watershed when the     

 mainstream banking, insurance and investment worlds realized the scale of  

 the commercial opportunities unfolding in the new carbon, clean-tech and   

 sustainable natural resource markets and, also, the legal risks of not     

 being a leader in this area," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said.  

 Financial institutions working with UNEP have predicted that greenhouse    

 gas emissions trading markets could reach $2 trillion a year by 2012 and   

 that the market providing finance for clean energy technologies could      

 reach $1.9 trillion by 2020, he noted.                                     

 Montreal, Canada, is hosting the first meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto 

 Protocol (MOP) on climate change, which entered into force this year, in   

 parallel with the 11th session of the Conference of the Parties to the     

 Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC), also known as COP. The meeting started 

 yesterday and ends next Friday.                                            

 At the international climate negotiations, "the financial service          

 companies in the UNEP FI partnership will ask Governments for two key      

 things: to provide early, clear guidance on the continuation of the        

 international climate policy regime beyond 2012 and to foster an           

 appropriate framework to ensure a liquid and efficient global carbon       

 market," Mr. Toepfer said.                                                 

 "They will also be looking for countries to meet their emissions reduction 

 commitments under the Kyoto Protocol and a clear signal that nations will  

 go beyond these, post-2012, according to the principle of common but       

 differentiated responsibilities," he added.                                

 "The Working Capital Report" will build on previous UNEP studies. Those    

 include one by the world's third largest law firm, Freshfields Bruckhaus   

 Deringer, of the world's largest capital markets on behalf of the Working  

 Group of UNEP FI, a public-private partnership between UNEP and more than  

 170 banks, insurers and asset managers worldwide.                          

 * * *                                                                      

 UN TSUNAMI ENVOY CLINTON RETURNS TO SRI LANKA, INDONESIA, AS ANNIVERSARY   

 NEARS                                                                      

 With the one-year anniversary of the devastating Indian Ocean tsunami      

 approaching, former United States President Bill Clinton, United Nations   

 Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery, returned to Sri Lanka today, praising  

 the recovery progress already made but warning that there was still more   

 to do.                                                                     

 “If we are to truly build back better, we need to ensure that the recovery 

 effort does not exacerbate existing inequities,” Mr. Clinton said of the   

 island nation where the 26 December tsunami killed some 30,000 people and  

 displaced some 516,000 more.                                               

 “Building better roads and schools is essential, but it is not enough. We  

 need to ensure that all people in Sri Lanka are on their way to a better   

 and safer development path than they were prior to this tragedy,” he       

 added.                                                                     

 Mr. Clinton, on his second visit to the country in his UN capacity, met    

 with key members of the government, the UN and civil society to assess the 

 status of the recovery effort and how best to tackle ongoing challenges,   

 including the quick restoration of livelihoods and the equitable           

 distribution of aid.                                                       

 “Almost one year after the devastating tsunami struck the coast of Sri     

 Lanka, real progress has been achieved: 90 percent of children are back in 

 school, epidemics have been prevented and transitional shelter has been    

 provided to almost all internally displaced people,” he said in Colombo,   

 the capital.                                                               

 “There is still more to be done and efforts must focus on maintaining the  

 shelters as the monsoon season approaches, providing jobs to the hundreds  

 of thousands of people who lost their source of livelihood as a result of  

 the tsunami, and the construction of permanent homes,” he added.           

 Mr. Clinton's trip to Sri Lanka is part of his visit to the tsunami        

 affected region nearly one year after the tsunami struck 12 countries      

 killing over 230,000 people and displacing an estimated 1.5 million.       

 Tomorrow, he will go to Aceh, Indonesia, which accounted for some two      

 thirds of the casualties, to meet with government, UN, civil society and   

 private sector representatives as well as with members of affected         

 communities there.                                                         

 Meanwhile, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) announced today that it has   

 extended its operations in Indonesia and Sri Lanka through 2007 for 1.5    

 million tsunami victims but will phase out of the Maldives and Somalia by  

 the end of the year.                                                       

 “WFP will focus assistance on the most vulnerable: children, new mothers,  

 the elderly and displaced people,” WFP Regional Director for Asia Anthony  

 Banbury said. “We will be there until people are back on their feet and    

 have regained the livelihoods they lost.”                                  

 Aid will be provided to approximately 1.2 million people in Indonesia and  

 347,000 in Sri Lanka. At the peak of the operation in May, WFP provided    

 food aid to 2.24 million people in six countries across the tsunami zone.  

 “By providing food aid, WFP allows these people to focus on rebuilding     

 their lives, their homes and their assets without worrying where the next  

 meal is coming from,” Mr. Banbury said.                                    

 * * *                                                                      

 UN REFUGEE AGENCY GEARS UP FOR LARGE-SCALE RETURNS IN SOUTH SUDAN          

 The United Nations refugee agency is gearing up to assist Sudanese who     

 wish to return to their villages after a January peace agreement in South  

 Sudan ended 21 years of civil war that displaced four million people       

 within the country and made refugees of another 500,000 in neighbouring    

 countries.                                                                 

 “We are taking steps to help south Sudanese refugees decide for themselves 

 whether the time is right to go home,” Jennifer Pagonis, spokesperson for  

 the UN High Commissioner for Refugees said today.                          

 The official start of the voluntary repatriation operation is scheduled to 

 begin before the end of the year, providing the security situation         

 stabilizes, the agency said.                                               

 On Thursday it is organizing what it calls "go-and-see visits" for two     

 delegations of Sudanese refugees from Kakuma camp in north-western Kenya,  

 where over 2,000 refugees have registered for repatriation.                

 In each case, refugee representatives will be flown to tour their towns in 

 Southern Sudan and meet with the local authorities and relatives they have 

 not seen for many years. The delegations will go back to Kakuma on the     

 same day and will inform their fellow refugees in of the situation.        

 Some refugees are not waiting for UNHCR’s assistance. After years of       

 walking across huge swathes of Africa, and more years living in exile as a 

 refugee, Malak – now a 29-year-old father of three – has come back to Bor, 

 in south-eastern Sudan, 16 kilometres from his home village.               

 "It has been a very long journey since I left Bor almost twenty years      

 ago," said Malak. "But now I am back to my land to rebuild South Sudan, to 

 help my people."                                                           

 UNHCR adds that international organizations must focus now on rebuilding   

 essential infrastructure in towns such as Bor, which is swelling with      

 returnees but where people drink from the Nile because the water system    

 was destroyed by the war.                                                  

 Shortly, a group of up to 12,000 Dinka people and half a million cattle    

 are scheduled to start moving back to the Bor region. During the war, the  

 group had migrated to the Western part of the country and split up in 34   

 cattle camps.                                                              

 UNHCR, together with other UN agencies and non-governmental organizations, 

 has set up a way station 15 kilometres north of Juba for the Dinka         

 returnees. Returnees will be able to spend the night there and will get a  

 World Food Programme (WFP) food ration for 15 days as they continue their  

 journey.                                                                   

 UNHCR will register the returnees and provide protection monitoring. The   

 International Organization for Migration (IOM) plans to organize the       

 transport of pregnant women, elderly and disabled people by barge from     

 Juba to Bor.                                                               

 In the meantime, the new Government of southern Sudan, along with the      

 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization  

 (WHO) are today kicking off the largest-ever measles immunization campaign 

 in the region, which hopes to reach 4.5 million children in the next 18    

 months.                                                                    

 The ambitious campaign is only possible, said UNICEF, because the peace    

 agreement opened up access routes within southern Sudan and established a  

 new government structure covering the whole region, with strong donor      

 support.                                                                   

 * * *                                                                      

 DONORS PLEDGE 30 PER CENT OF UN REFUGE AGENCY’S BUDGET FOR 2006            

 With a $1.22 billion dollar budget for 2006 to assist some 19.1 million    

 people worldwide, the United Nations refugee agency received firm funding  

 pledges of $354.3 million from donors at its annual pledging conference in 

 Geneva yesterday, a decrease of about 12 per cent from last year's pledges 

 of $405.4 million.                                                         

 The decrease in advance pledges this year is mainly due to exchange rate   

 fluctuations, particularly the strengthening of the United States dollar,  

 UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis    

 told a news briefing in Geneva today.                                      

 “But the unprecedented number of major natural disasters in 2005 may also  

 have put a strain on donors’ humanitarian budgets,” she said. “In          

 addition, some donors explained they were unable to pledge at this stage   

 as their budgets for next year have yet to be finalized.”                  

 UNHCR is funded almost entirely by voluntary contributions, with the UN    

 regular budget covering only 2.9 per cent of needs. Generally, by year-end 

 UNHCR has at least 80 per cent of its budget funded.                       

 Among the 42 States pledging about 30 per cent of the total budget         

 yesterday were some who announced contributions for the first time or      

 after a brief absence, including Chile, France, Greece, Latvia,            

 Liechtenstein, Oman, Russia and Singapore.                                                                                                             

 Over the past few years, UNHCR has been calling for firm commitments to be 

 made at the annual pledging conferences, in order to help reduce financial 

 uncertainty and allow for more predictable funding.                        

 UNHCR’s financial requirements, including the regular budget and a         

 supplementary budget, were $1.1 billion in 2005.                           

 The money is needed to assist 19.1 million people of concern to UNHCR      

 around the world including some 9.2 million refugees, 5.4 million          

 internally displaced persons, some 1.5 million returnees, 840,000 asylum   

 seekers and 1.5 million stateless people.                                  

 * * *                                                                      

 CULLING WILD BIRDS INEFFECTIVE AGAINST FLU: UN AGENCY                      

 The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today warned    

 against culling wild birds in cities in countries affected by bird flu,    

 saying this could distract attention from the campaign to contain the      

 disease among poultry in the battle against the virus that could spark a   

 potentially lethal human pandemic.                                         

 “This is unlikely to make any significant contribution to the protection   

 of humans against avian influenza,” FAO senior officer responsible for     

 infectious animal diseases Juan Lubroth said of reports that wild birds    

 were being killed in Ho Chi Minh City in Viet Nam as a precautionary       

 measure.                                                                   

 “There are other, much more important measures to be considered that       

 deserve priority attention. Fighting the disease in poultry must remain    

 the main focus of attention,” he added. “Wild bird species found in and    

 around cities are different from the wetland waterfowl that have been      

 identified as carriers of the avian influenza virus.”                      

 The Agency has previously warned that the H5N1 strain that has hit several 

 Asian countries is likely to be carried over long distances along the      

 flyways of wild water birds to the Middle East, Europe, South Asia and     

 Africa, with the potential to trigger a global human pandemic.             

 “Controlling the virus in poultry is the most effective way by which the   

 likelihood of the bird flu virus acquiring human-to-human transmissibility 

 can be reduced,” Mr. Lubroth said.                                         

 Ever since the first human case of H5N1, linked to widespread poultry      

 outbreaks in Viet Nam and Thailand, was reported in January last year, UN  

 health officials have warned that the virus could evolve into a human      

 pandemic if it mutates into a form which could transmit easily between     

 people.                                                                    

 The so-called Spanish flu pandemic of 1918-1920 is estimated to have       

 killed from 20 million to 40 million people worldwide. Overall, there have 

 been 132 reported human H5N1 cases, 68 of them fatal, all in South-East    

 and East Asia. Some 150 million domestic birds have died or been culled in 

 an effort to curb the spread.                                              

 FAO, along with the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and the             

 inter-governmental World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), has         

 recommend a series of measures to fight the virus, including improved      

 veterinary services, emergency preparedness plans, and control campaigns   

 such as culling infected animals, vaccination and compensation for farmers 

 to encourage them to report outbreaks.                                     

 * * *                                                                      

 -------------------------------------                                      
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Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Pragati Pascale, Spokesperson for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon.  We’re expecting shortly a statement from the Secretary-General on the start of the Abuja peace talks on Darfur.  The Secretary-General’s Special Representative in the Sudan, Jan Pronk, is attending those African Union-led talks as an observer, as you know. 

Meanwhile, the United Nations Mission reports a new rebel attack on an AU patrol in West Darfur.  No details were immediately available.

**Security Council
No meetings or consultations of the Security Council were scheduled for today, although I’d like to flag a couple of documents for you.  Out on the racks is a letter to the Council President, concerning the committee set up in resolution 1636, which deals with possible sanctions against individuals designated to have been involved in the 14 February terrorist bombing in Lebanon, which killed former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

The Council has agreed that the committee will be chaired by Ambassador Kenzo Oshima of Japan, with Denmark and Romania as Vice-Chairs.

**Palestinians
Earlier today, the Secretary-General called on Israeli and Palestinian leaders to work together to fully implement the agreement that opened the Rafah crossing.  In his annual message for the International Day for Solidarity with the Palestinian People, delivered this morning in the Trusteeship Council, the Secretary-General said the Rafah agreement was a new opportunity to cooperate effectively and bring about tangible benefits in the lives of ordinary people who have suffered serious economic decline in recent years.

He urged both sides to move forward towards the shared goal of a sovereign, contiguous and democratic Palestine, living side by side in peace and security with Israel. 

That statement is available upstairs.

** Eritrea and Ethiopia
The United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea reports that its peacekeepers have now vacated 17 of the 18 outlying posts in the remote areas that they were monitoring in the Temporary Security Zone, as a result of the ban on United Nations helicopters by the Eritrean Government.

United Nations peacekeepers are still patrolling on the ground an estimated 40 per cent of what it used to be able to monitor before the ban was imposed on October 5.

The Mission, meanwhile, says restrictions on freedom of movement on the peacekeepers have increased throughout the area they are still patrolling, making it difficult to monitor the tense 1,000 kilometre border, or be in a position to warn the international community of any outbreak of hostility.

Meanwhile, the United Nations Mission reports that a mine accident on the Ethiopian side of the border that occurred last week was caused by a newly laid anti-tank mine.  All organizations using the area are urged to exercise due care.

** Pakistan
I have an update on the aftermath of the earthquake in Pakistan.

The onset of winter conditions in quake-hit areas of Pakistan has severely hampered United Nations relief operations, with the grounding of some helicopters and the cancellation of some road deliveries.  The United Nations’ Operation Winter Race is, nevertheless, continuing to get thousands of people into urgently needed shelters.  So far, 19,000 shelter units have been built by the Pakistani military, with an additional 40,000 provided by the humanitarian community and civil society.

Meanwhile, the United Nations refugee agency, or UNHCR, is preparing for the many families that are moving down daily to lower elevations from mountainous areas.  UNHCR says that people are arriving at the camps in bad shape, many of them already weakened by pneumonia.  The agency has been working to winterize the camps by providing two plastic sheets per tent and three blankets per person.

The dire situation has led the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) to remind the international community to focus on relief in order to save lives now, and to rebuild later.

We have more information on that upstairs in a press release from OCHA.

**Tsunami
Turning to the aftermath of the tsunami, former United States President Bill Clinton, who is, as you know, the United Nations Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery, returned to Sri Lanka today to review progress made since the tsunami hit almost one year ago.  He noted that, since the initial devastation, 90 per cent of children are back in school; epidemics have been prevented; and transitional shelter has been provided to almost all internally displaced people.

On the other hand, more needed to be done to protect shelters during the monsoon season, provide jobs to the hundreds of thousands who’ve lost their livelihoods, and build permanent shelter.

He also stressed that any recovery progress made this year would be quickly reversed if Sri Lanka returned to civil conflict.  Tomorrow, President Clinton will head to Aceh, Indonesia, and we’ll have information on that upstairs.

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme has extended its operations in Indonesia and Sri Lanka through 2007 for 1.5 million tsunami survivors, but will phase out of the Maldives and Somalia by the end of the year.

We have more information on that upstairs as well.

**Global Compact
Nearly 800 international business leaders and representatives of government and civil society will be attending a United Nations Global Compact Summit in Shanghai, China, starting tomorrow. 

At the two-day event, which will be the largest corporate social responsibility event ever held in China, business leaders will demonstrate how they are following the Global Compact’s principles on the environment, labour standards, human rights and anti-corruption.

We have a press release available on that upstairs. 

**FAO
The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today announced that it had set up a website for farmers around the world to ask questions of FAO experts.

The new site includes answers to frequently asked questions, and an area where anyone can ask for advice on individual problems.

The agency also set up a separate “Best Practices” site, which will contain continually updated information on techniques that have been proven effective in several parts of the world.

**Cameroon-Nigeria
From West Africa, we have received a press release with comments from the Special Representative of the Secretary-General and the Chairman of the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission, Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah.  This is regarding a meeting between President Obasanjo of Nigeria and Prime Minister Ephraim of Cameroon to discuss outstanding issues on the ways forward on the Bakassi Peninsula issue. 

For those of you who are interested, we have a press release upstairs.

**Humanitarian Appeal 2006
Also, a couple of things I want to flag for you for tomorrow.  The Secretary-General will officially launch the Humanitarian Appeal 2006 in the Economic and Social Council Chamber tomorrow morning at 10:00 a.m.  Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Jan Egeland, will host the event.

This year, the United Nations will be asking for a total of $4.7 billion to assist more than 31 million people in 26 nations.

In his remarks tomorrow, the Secretary-General is expected to point out that the appeals are not merely documents prepared at United Nations Headquarters, but, in fact, for the first time, they will also include projects by non-governmental organizations, as well as UN agencies.

Following the launch, Mr. Egeland will be here at 11:00 a.m. to brief you on the Humanitarian Appeal.

**Press Conferences
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Haiti, Ambassador Juan Gabriel Valdés, will be in the building for a series of meetings.  We’re trying to schedule a briefing but there’s a lot on the plate for tomorrow.  Any of you who are interested in speaking to Mr. Valdés can contact Bob Sullivan in my office.

Tomorrow at noon, the guest will be Ibrahim Gambari, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, who will be here to brief you on his recent trip to the Middle East, including Iraq.

Now that we have done tomorrow, we will go back to today.  At 1:00 p.m., the Permanent Observer of the Mission of Palestine will hold a press conference on the subject of promoting the Palestinian cause through dance and cultural events.  That will be right here.

I know a number of you have been asking for an update on the budget discussions and how the United Nations views the threat of not having a budget for next year.  The United Nations Controller, Warren Sach, will be here at 4:00 p.m. in this room today to discuss the budget.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman on Darfur
Before I turn to questions, I was just given the statement I had mentioned earlier on Darfur.

“The Secretary-General welcomes the commencement today in Abuja, Nigeria, of the seventh round of the African Union (AU)-led inter-Sudanese peace talks on Darfur.

“The Secretary-General strongly appeals to the parties to the Abuja peace process –- the Government and the leadership of the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army and the Justice and Equality Movement -- to immediately stop all violence and atrocities on the ground.  He calls on the parties to negotiate a just and comprehensive peace agreement.  Individual leaders will be judged on their immediate action to stop the bloodshed in Darfur.

“The Secretary-General urges the parties to the conflict and all other armed groups in Darfur, to cooperate fully with the African Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS) and with the United Nations Mission in the Sudan (UNMIS).

“The Secretary-General also appeals to donors to continue supporting both the crucial work of the African Union mission in this long suffering region and critical humanitarian assistance for millions of war-affected civilians in Darfur.”

That is it for me.  Any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  There’s a meeting today between Mr. Mehlis and five officials in Vienna.  Do you have anything on this?

Spokesman  On Mr. Mehlis, the what, who and when, that information will have to come out of Beirut, Mr. Mehlis’ office, if they are releasing any information.  The only thing I can tell you is that, as you know, these talks will be in Vienna.

Question:  What is the cost of this investigation until now, and who is paying the tab?

Spokesman:  The cost is being borne out of the United Nations budget.  I will get you a cost estimate, if there is one.

[He later told the correspondent that the investigation had been given an initial amount of $9 million.]

Question:  On Mehlis, I wanted to ask if you could tell us at the very least whether the questioning has actually begun in Vienna.  They won’t say a word.

Spokesman:  If they won’t say a word, I can’t say any more.

Question:  Could you give us a sense of whether Mr. Mehlis himself will be conducting the interviews?

Spokesman:  That will be up to him.

Question:  Now that Mehlis pretty much said that the confession on Syrian TV was a lie, could the Secretary-General -- since it was an attack on the integrity of the United Nations -- could the Secretary-General say something on the record regarding that confession? 

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General has full confidence in Mr. Mehlis and the integrity of his investigation, and he backs up whatever Mr. Mehlis said on that issue.

Question:  On the situation in Iraq, it continues to deteriorate.  Has the Secretary-General taken note of it?  Is anything being done about it by the United Nations?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General has not only taken note.  I think one of the things that has come out of his discussions in Bahgdad is the need to support the reconciliation process, because the elections will not address some of the underlying issues, which can only be addressed through a reconciliation process.  

On the ground our team there, led by Mr. Qazi, has brought up a number of times directly to Iraqi officials, including the Defence Minister and the Interior Minister, the issues of human rights violations that have been reported to take place in some detention centres.  Mr. Qazi has been advocating in his talks with the Defence Minister drastic structural changes in the Iraqi security system, which faces endemic problems of organization and discipline.  So this is an issue we are very much closely following.

Question:  I just wanted to ask a separate question about aid, as well as the collection of funds for Pakistan.  There are reports that, in the case of the tsunami, there’s an overabundance of aid at this point in time.  I’m just exploring whether that aid could be somehow transferred, or some of it could be used to alleviate the suffering in Pakistan.  Can that be done at all?  Has that been explored?

Spokesman:  I’m not sure that’s a practical solution.  There are different mechanisms that collected the money.  But I think you will find from the outcome of the donors’ conference that it was quite successful, in terms of the pledges received by the Government of Pakistan.

One of the things that we have been saying, and Mr. Egeland has been saying, is that, while donations are needed for rebuilding and reconstruction, one must not forget the immediate humanitarian needs.

Question:  One of the things that has come out of the donors’ conference is that $3.8 billion of the $5.9 billion committed are loans -- that the Pakistani Government will themselves have to pay the loans.  That is why I am raising this question.  Outright donations are more useful than that.

Spokesman:  Donations are always better than loans.  

Question:  On Ethiopia, you had mentioned that there was an accident with a newly laid mine.  Is there an indication that the Ethiopians are laying more mines along the border with Eritrea?

Spokesman:  Obviously, we didn’t know exactly who laid that mine, but we’ll try to get some more details on that for you right after the briefing.

Question:  Is there anything else that the Secretary-General or any Member State in the UN is going to do about the fact that peacekeepers have essentially been shut down there?  I mean, aside from calling for the peacekeepers to be allowed to go back.  Obviously, that hasn’t worked.  What new steps are being taken?

Spokesman:  Well, you know, the Security Council passed a resolution on this a short while ago calling on Eritrea to lift its ban.  It’s an issue that’s come up in discussions during his recent trip, whether with the Egyptian authorities or Djibouti authorities, in trying to find countries that can pressure and have influence over Eritrea to lift the ban.

Question:  Last week we had a press conference here on de-mining, and they said that peacekeepers would be going back and restarting their de-mining programme because they found an alternative land route.  Do you know if they had restarted that programme when this accident occurred?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I will check for you.

[The Spokesman later informed the journalist that according to the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea, Mine Action had indeed resumed operations on the Ethiopian side as of a week ago, since they were able to secure helicopter coverage for their operations on the Ethiopian side.]

Question:  Has the Secretary-General raised the accusations of these secret CIA torture centres with the United Nations administration?

Spokesman:  I’m not aware that he’s raised those issues directly with them.

Question:  On Ethiopia and Eritrea, it would be great if we could have another briefing at some stage on peacekeeping there.  It seems really bad.

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  I was away for a week, so maybe this question was answered while I was away.  Before I left, Marie told us there would be statement from Kojo regarding the whereabouts of the Mercedes.  Was there one, or should we still expect it?

Spokesman:  No, I think it was made clear that these issues should be referred to Kojo Annan’s lawyer.  So I have nothing else on that.

Question:  I asked a couple of times last week about having a briefing with Ms. Carina Perelli.  You’ve come back and told us that Mr. Gambari will be briefing us.  We’re very happy to see him here tomorrow, we have a number of questions for him, but I want to reiterate this request because, I and some of my colleagues, are keen to see her in her capacity as electoral commissioner.

Spokesman:  Mr. Gambari, as the focal point for elections and the senior most political officer, will be able to answer those questions for you.

Question:  But he wasn’t there as electoral commissioner.

Spokesman:  He was in Iraq.

Question:  Is there a reason why she should be able to give press conferences in Baghdad and not give the press corps at the United Nations any press conference or briefing?

Spokesman:  The story was also in Baghdad.  The election story was in Baghdad.

Question:  Now that we’re on the subject of requesting, could we request someone from the Global Compact to brief us on what exactly it is they do?  Some of us have a lot of questions about that.

Spokesman:  Sure.  I’m always happy to have other people brief.

Question:  In the case of Ms. Perelli, are you saying that she will be coming here to brief us? 

Spokesman:  Mr. Gambari will brief on the Middle East, and also on the Iraq elections.

Question:  But what about Ms. Perelli herself?

Spokesman:  I have no information on a possible briefing by her.

Question:   On this Committee (inaudible), can you clarify exactly what its function is? 

Spokesman:  I think I’ll refer you to Resolution 1636, which lays that out.

Question:  On Dileep Nair [former Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services], when the review on him was announced in June, we were told that Jerome Ackerman had been given 30 to 45 days to pursue it.  What’s the status of that?

Spokesman:  We put out something yesterday.  He’s going on with his work, he’s reviewing documents.  At this point, he is not able to give us an estimated end date to his investigation.  When we have an update, I’ll pass it on to you.  

Question:  Why is he … ?  

Spokesman:  It’s obviously taking him longer than he expected.

Question:  Is the Secretary-General upset about that?

Spokesman:  We would want this investigation to be completed.  But obviously, Mr. Ackerman will need to take the time he needs to take.

Question:  [Lebanese Prime Minister] Fouad Siniora met with [Syrian Foreign Minister] Farouk Al-Sharaa, yesterday in Barcelona and they agreed that Shabaa Farms were in Lebanon.  Could you comment on that?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General’s position on the Shabaa Farms was clearly laid out in June 2000 and there’s been no change to it.

Question:  On Ms. Perelli again, could we expect her to accompany Mr. Gambari tomorrow and answer specific questions about her role in Iraq?  Could you relay that, or could you give us an official reason why she wouldn’t?

Spokesman:  I can relay that.

Thank you very much.  Pragati, all yours.

Spokesperson for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.

The General Assembly concluded its discussion in plenary this morning on oceans and law of the sea, adopting two draft resolutions.  It has begun discussion of the situation in Afghanistan, and will also take action on a draft resolution on public health.

This afternoon, the plenary will take up the question of Palestine -- for which there are four draft resolutions tabled -- and the situation in the Middle East -- for which there are two draft resolutions tabled.  There are over fifty speakers scheduled for these two items, so the debate is expected to run through tomorrow afternoon.  We have the list of speakers and the draft resolutions available upstairs. 

This morning, at the observance for the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, Assembly President Jan Eliasson noted progress made this year and said that Palestinians and Israelis must now build on these achievements.  He stated, “Let us hope and be determined that with the full backing of the United Nations and the world community, the peace process will be re-activated so that we finally can see an end to decades of Palestinian-Israeli conflict… Let us all intensify our efforts to make this happen.”  We have the text of his statement available upstairs.

As I mentioned yesterday, tomorrow morning intensive negotiations will begin on the Human Rights Council, based on a new compilation paper that was circulated to Member States yesterday, setting out comments received from Governments on the options paper.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Does the General Assembly believe that these four draft resolutions and two more on the Middle East and a list of 50 speakers contribute to the public perception that the General Assembly is a largely anti-Israel body that favours the Palestinians, and is he doing anything to combat that perception?

Spokesperson:  I don’t have any comment from him on that question.  I think he’s made a very strong effort himself to walk both sides of the issue.

Question:  November 29 is the date that there was a General Assembly resolution to partition mandatory Palestine.  Since that day, all the Arab states, including the Palestinian leadership at the time summarily rejected that resolution.  Why is this date being used by the General Assembly for solidarity with the people who rejected the General Assembly’s resolution?

Spokesperson:  I’m not really familiar with the background of the Day, but I can look it up for you.

Question:  Why is this date being used by the General Assembly for that purpose?  I mean, I don’t get it.

Spokesperson:  Let me find out and get back to you.

Question:  Anything further on the [United Nations] budget?  Any luck on getting people to speak to us on that?

Spokesperson:  I did enquire about the Chair of the Fifth Committee.  He had to go back to his country on personal business just yesterday.

Question:  Who is that?

Spokesperson:  Ambassador John Ashe of Antigua and Barbuda.  But I hope that the briefing by Warren Sach will answer some of your questions in the meantime.
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