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Reuters: Bird flu may have infected people in West Africa
By Marie-Louise Gumuchian

10.4.2006
NAIROBI, April 10 (Reuters) - Bird flu may have infected people in West Africa and weak health systems in the region could be delaying detection of human cases, a World Health Organisation official said on Monday.

Burkina Faso became the fourth West African country to detect the dangerous H5N1 strain of bird flu in poultry last week. Nigeria, Niger and Cameroon have already confirmed the virus since it spread to the continent in February.

The disease has also been found in Egypt, where three people have died after being infected with the virus.

"So far, there is no confirmed human case of avian flu virus infection in West Africa but this is not a reason to say there is no human case," Honore Meda, a WHO medical officer who represented the health body at a bird flu seminar in Nairobi, told Reuters in an interview. "There is a risk and probability of human cases occurring in West Africa but there's no evidence to say there is or there is not a human case. But so far we are not in a position to confirm firmly that there's no detected human case."

The WHO said in February that it planned to test samples from four Nigerians, including a woman who died, for bird flu. However, the samples failed to yield a clear result.

Bird flu has spread rapidly since 2003 from Asia to Europe, the Middle East and Africa. While mainly affecting animals, scientists fear the disease could mutate into a form that could pass between humans, causing a pandemic.

More than 100 people have died after being infected with the virus since 2003, most of them in Asia.

Experts are meeting in the Kenyan capital this week for a U.N. Environmental Programme bird flu seminar.

Delays in pinpointing outbreaks in poultry highlight the difficulty faced by African countries which lack the specialised laboratories needed to identify the different bird flu strains.

"In Africa, only in the big cities you can see very good laboratory equipment. In rural areas, where they are really involved in poultry, there is no effective laboratory," Meda said.

Sparse hospitals and primary medical services, lack of health education, poor communications and the prevalence of a host of other deadly diseases all mitigate against rapid detection of any human cases of bird flu on the continent.

"The health system is usually weak ... We should really strengthen our health systems and surveillance systems to be able to detect and confirm any new case occurring in humans," Meda said.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Mail & Guardian (South Africa): Lake Victoria groans as pollution takes toll
Lucie Peytermann | Kisumu, Kenya
10.4.2006

With a huge amount of detergent, a young man washes a bus on the shores of Lake Victoria while a woman nearby cleans dishes seemingly oblivious to the chemical contamination.

It's an ordinary day here in Western Kenya where Africa's largest lake is under siege, its life-sustaining waters and fish increasingly polluted by sewage, industrial waste and chemicals.

The lake and the 30-million people who depend on it in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda face an uncertain future as the contaminants abet myriad diseases and cut fish catches as water levels fall for various reasons, officials say.

"In terms of water quality and quantity, the situation is bad and worsening," said Ladisy Chengula, a natural resources management specialist for the World Bank. "We don't know where it will end up".

Last week, the presidents of Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda issued a joint call for action to reverse the trend but that will first require an indeterminate amount of study.

In the meantime, on this beach in Kisumu, Kenya's third-largest city, no fewer than 500 vehicles a day are soaped up and scrubbed down by about 300 car washers, the effluent all draining into the lake despite a ban on such activity.

"I know that I'm polluting the lake but I have no alternative job," says Patrick Otieno, who for the past three years has washed cars here, earning daily wages of about 300 Kenyan shillings ($4,25).

"I have to eat at the end of the day," the 29-year-old says, thankful for having a job in a region where the unemployment rate hovers at 30%.

Otieno, his car-washing colleagues and others who work on the beach number about 1 000 -- and they toil all day in an area with just a single public pay toilet.

"People are using alternative bush places," says Erick Muok of the Kenyan Medical Research Institute (Kemri) that has monitored the growing health hazards posed by both human waste and other pollutants.

"One hundred percent of the car washers are schistosomiasis infected," says KEMRI's Diana Karanja. "It's very rare to find somebody in good health among the people dealing with the lake. Most of the residents are sick."

Schistosomiasis or bilharzia, cholera, pneumonia, diarrhea and skin diseases are among the water-borne or abetted illnesses that afflict Lake Victoria residents with increasing frequency, health officials say.

And the human excrement expelled into the lake from the Kisumu car washers is by far one of the least of the pollutants.

"Millions of litres of untreated sewage sludge flow into the lake every day from major urban centres along the lake shore," the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said of Victoria in its 2006 assessment of East Africa's lakes.

This contamination, coupled with chemical and fertiliser run-off from lakeside industry and agriculture, has had a devastating effect, contributing to a disturbing rise in anoxia, lack of oxygen, in the lake water, it said.

"Nearly half of the lake floor currently experiences prolonged anoxia for several months of the year, compared to the 1960s when anoxia was localised and sporadic," UNEP said.

"The sanitation is becoming alarming," says Daniel Olago, a geology lecturer at the University of Nairobi who was a co-author of the UNEP report and has called for hefty increases in fines for polluters.

"Another major problem is the amount of sediment going into the lake because of deforestation from people who need firewood," he said.

Over the past four years, the water level of Lake Victoria has ebbed by 1,5m, bringing it to only 17cm above the lowest-recorded level in 1923.

Some researchers have accused Uganda of diverting water from the rivers and streams that feed Victoria for hyrdroelectricity but many say blame for the lake's poor health is due to a variety of factors, including poverty.

Kemri's Karanja believes the decline is the result of the vicious cycle, saying the more people need the lake to survive the less they will respect the precious and fragile nature of its resources.

"We need an improved economy for rural areas," she said. "Tackling poverty issues will make things better."

"This situation has to be reversed or else we will reach a critical point when the lake is no longer useful. It's an urgent situation." - AFP
____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: South Korea Chokes on Yellow Dust, More Storms Seen 

11.4.2006

[also appears in TV New Zealand, The Independent (South Africa), The Scotsman, ...] 

SEOUL - South Korea suffered its worst yellow dust storm in four years at the weekend, a choking pall of sand mixed with toxic chemicals, and meteorologists warned on Monday of more to come. 

As the sky turned a jaundiced hue and visibility plunged to 1.5 km from a normal average of 10 km (6.2 miles), South Korea issued a health advisory on Saturday due to the storm described as the worst since 2002. 

The dust, which originates in the Gobi Desert region of China, picks up heavy metals and carcinogens such as dioxin as it passes over Chinese industrial regions, before hitting the Korean peninsula and Japan, meteorologists say. 

Dry weather and seasonal winds in China hurl millions of tonnes of sand at the Korea peninsula and Japan each spring. An official at South Korea's Meteorological Administration said by telephone more storms were expected in the coming weeks. 

The state-sponsored Korea Environment Institute said the dust kills up to 165 South Koreans a year, mostly the elderly or those with respiratory ailments, and make as many as 1.8 million ill. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has said the problem is plaguing Northeast Asia nearly five times as often as in the 1950s and is worsening with growing desertification. 


COSTING BILLIONS 

On Saturday, the meteorological office said people should stay indoors or wear masks if they ventured outdoors after doctors warned prolonged exposure could cause health problems such as eye and respiratory diseases. 

"My children stayed indoors. I was not going to let them out to play in that polluted air," one mother in a central Seoul apartment building said. 

Annual economic damage to South Korea from the storms is estimated at between 4.273 trillion won to 5.5 trillion won (US$4.49 billion to US$5.77 billion), according to the Korea Environment Institute. 

The storms cancelled flights and top shipyards suspended painting of vessels at the weekend. Semiconductor producers had to increase the filtration of air coming into plants to avoid damage to sensitive chip production lines. 

The storms also disrupt airborne communication systems as well as causing damage to livestock and crops, UNEP said. 

Last month, the dust and sand even mixed with snow over South Korea to cause a rare sprinkling of yellow snow. 

China, South Korea and Japan have established a network to share information on the issue. 

Chinese authorities have also been trying to grow more trees to combat desertification, but environmentalists expect the problem to get worse without more action. 

(US$1=952.5 Won)

____________________________________________________________________________

The Standard (Nairobi): UNEP gives support to planning programme 

By Noel Wandera 

11.4.2006

The United Nation Environmental Programme (UNEP) has launched an Integrated Assessment and Planning (IAP) initiative to address social and environmental issues. 

The IAP initiative will develop the institutional capacity in Kenya that will integrate social and environmental issues into the planning process.

The initiative is a joint programme between UNEP and the Government through the Ministry of Planning and National Development.

The initiative was recently applied in the assessment of Kenya’s energy planning processes. It showed considerable weaknesses in the planning process with no systematic attempts to undertake an integrated and holistic energy planning. 

"Energy planning processes in Kenya have neither been systematic not well organised, with limited stakeholder participation," said a statement from UNEP. 

The study revealed that there was little or no integration between energy, agriculture and health sectors.

However, the statement from UNEP said there were still significant efforts needed to be natured, notably increasing transparency and room for debate, increasing participation through parliamentary committees, improved budgetary process, donor co-ordination and support. 

UNEP said the result of the assessment point to the need to restructure the existing energy policymaking process to a sustainability-sensitive one.

"Clear policy guidelines, complete with checklist for the main elements of a sustainability-driven energy policy, need to be developed and adopted for future policy development not only for the energy sector but also for other sectors," said UNEP.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Space Daily:  Ocean Dead Zones Cause Sex Changes In Fish Increases Extinction Threat 
10.4.2006

Oxygen depletion in the world's oceans, primarily caused by agricultural run-off and pollution, could spark the development of far more male fish than female, thereby threatening some species with extinction, according to a study published today on the Web site of the American Chemical Society journal, Environmental Science & Technology. 

The finding, by Rudolf Wu, Ph.D., and colleagues at the City University of Hong Kong, raises new concerns about vast areas of the world's oceans, known as "dead zones," that lack sufficient oxygen to sustain most sea life. Fish and other creatures trapped in these zones often die. Those that escape may be more vulnerable to predators and other stresses. This new study, Wu says, suggests these zones potentially pose a third threat to these species — an inability of their offspring to find mates and reproduce.

The researchers found that low levels of dissolved oxygen, also known as hypoxia, can induce sex changes in embryonic fish, leading to an overabundance of males. As these predominately male fish mature, it is unlikely they will be able to reproduce in sufficient numbers to maintain sustainable populations, Wu says. Low oxygen levels also might reduce the quantity and quality of the eggs produced by female fish, diminishing their fertility, he adds.

In their experiments, Wu and his colleagues found low levels of dissolved oxygen — less than 2 parts per million — down-regulated the activity of certain genes that control the production of sex hormones and sexual differentiation in embryonic zebra fish. As a result, 75 percent of the fish developed male characteristics. In contrast, 61 percent of the zebra fish spawn raised under normal oxygen conditions — more than 5 parts per million — developed into males. The normal sex ratio of zebra fish is about 60 percent male and 40 percent female, Wu says.

"Reproductive success is the single most important factor in the sustainability of species," Dr. Wu says. "In many places, the areas affected by hypoxia are usually larger than the spawning and nursery grounds of fish. Even though some tolerant species can survive in hypoxic zones, they may not be able to migrate out of the zone and their reproduction will be impaired."

Hypoxia is considered one of the most serious threats to marine life and genetic diversity, Wu says. It occurs when excessive amounts of plant nutrients, particularly nitrogen, accumulate in oceans, freshwater lakes and other waterways. These nutrients trigger the growth of huge algae and phytoplankton blooms. As these blooms die, they sink to the ocean floor where they are decomposed by bacteria and other microorganisms. Decomposition depletes most of the oxygen in the surrounding water, making it difficult for marine life to survive.

Although some hypoxic areas — dead zones — develop naturally, scientific evidence suggests in many coastal areas and inland waters, hypoxia is primarily caused by agricultural run-off (particularly fertilizers) and discharge of domestic and industrial wastewaters.

Dead zones are developing along the coasts of the major continents, and they are spreading over larger areas of the sea floor, Wu says. The United Nations Environmental Programme estimates nearly 150 permanent and recurring dead zones exist worldwide, including 43 in U.S. coastal waters.

In the Gulf of Mexico, for instance, a dead zone the size of New Jersey, some 7,000 square miles, develops each summer. Other affected areas of the United States include coastal Florida and California, the Chesapeake Bay and Long Island Sound.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Khaleej Times: Drug licence pleases tribesmen
 by T. K. Devasia 
10 April 2006 

THE move by the Tropical Botanical Garden and Research Institute (TBGRI) to renew the licence for production and sale of Jeevani has rekindled the hopes of Kani tribesmen in the state for getting the benefit of the traditional knowledge they have passed on to the scientists under a globally acclaimed profit-and-benefit-sharing model.

The compound herbal drug developed by the TBGRI scientists with the help of the tribal knowledge about the medicinal properties in Arogyapacha (Tricopus Zeylanicus) for fighting fatigue, tumour, allergy and other problems has been lying without takers since 2002 due to one or the other controversy.

The Coimbatore based Arya Vaidya Pharmacy, which was given the manufacturing licence of the miracle drug for a period of seven years, did not renew the licence after the state forest department by raising objection to the cultivation or collection of the plant from the forests, saying that it was not classified as a 'micro-produce'.

The controversy was confounded with a New York based firm registering for the trademark for the drug without the knowledge of either the Indian patent holder TBGRI or the licensed manufacturer to sell the drug in the United States.

The TBGRI is now trying to find out a new find a new firm to produce and sell the drug through open bids. What has enthused the tribal folk is the decision to hike licence fee and royalty by 100 per cent. The licence was earlier given to the Coimbatore firm for a fixed fee of Rs1 million and two per cent royalty.

The TBGRI officials say there will be enough takers for the licence at a fee of Rs2 million and royalty of four per cent on the ex-factory price since the drug has huge demand in the global market. They said that the licence would be given to those firms, which have the capability to manufacture and market the drug in the global market.

The TBGRI had originally agreed to share the licence fee and royalty obtained for Jeevani with the tribal community on a 1:1 basis. The Kani men could get Rs700,000 by way of licence fee and royalty from the sale of Jeevani as per this agreement. The Kerala Kani Welfare Trust, which was formed to manage the fund, is hopeful that the increased returns from the drug would help in improving the poverty ridden Kani tribesmen, living in 27 settlements in the Western Ghats forests.

The Trust has used the funds they have received so far to build a community hall, consisting of a school and a reading room, besides purchasing a jeep to transport ailing tribals to hospital and to take their farm products to the local market. They are also in the process of setting up a computer centre to take the benefit of the new technology to the tribals.

The Jeevani project had attracted global attention since it was the first time that the benefits of the traditional knowledge were shared with those who possessed it. The UN Environment Programmes and the World Trade Organisation had accepted it as a global model.

New film venture
LOW returns, high cost of production and steep decline in the number of people going to cinema halls following proliferation of television channels have driven away a number of well-known Malayalam film banners in the state.

A theatre group of has tried to solve the problem by taking up production of low-budget movies with mass participation. The first venture of the group called 'Back Stage' will be The Sound Machine, a 50-minute movie based on a Latin American story.

The film, which is estimated to cost Rs200,000, will be jointly produced by 200 producers by chipping in Rs1,000 each. Noted actor and director Sreenivasan launched the project this week by registering himself as a producer. The film will not have the conventional hero and heroine. Sreenivasan will play the lead role while Nedumudi Venu would don the supporting role. M.J. Radhakrishnan and Beena Paul will handle cinematography and editing.

The shooting of the film will start at Ootty soon under the direction of Suveeran. The men behind the novel venture are expecting the support of prominent film personalities, who have been hit by the crisis.

The group is worried whether the theatres would accept such short films. Sreenivasan feels they may not and has suggested parallel venue. It can also be screened privately by institutions and film societies. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Grist Magazine: Lyin' Tamer - On global warming

By Umbra Fisk 

10 Apr 2006

Got questions about the environment? Ask Umbra.

Q: Dear Umbra,

The many articles on global warming conclude with something about the inherent complexity and uncertainty of the issue. So exactly what is the evidence for (and against) arguing that the current warming trend is inside the scope of normal fluctuations? What is the evidence for (and against) arguing that the trend is caused by human activities, and is not just part of a "natural cycle"? Is it true that the U.S. is just about the only country where scientists seriously debate the reality of global warming? Who are these people writing articles telling us we don't have anything to worry about? What are their credentials?

Kevin Carroll
Chicago, Ill.

Dearest Kevin,

Yours is a very long question, I have received many like it, and in the next few weeks I'm going to harp on climate change in honor of Earth Day, probably until we're all terrified of the future and sick of me.

I'll answer your question's last part quickly: no credible scientific body in the United States continues to debate whether or not human activity contributes to climate change. I don't tend to read the articles telling us we have nothing to worry about, but I assume some people writing such articles have jobs at stake.

What is uncertain about global warming is what the effects will be. Not "will they be bad" or "will they be severe" -- rather, "how bad and severe will they be?" What is complex is the situation. I like to use the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the United Nations Environment Program as data sources. Today's fun page from the IPCC site: PowerPoint charts showing the past, present, and future of our climate. Let's open a new wwwindow to "Temperature Change (1760-2100)" (chart TS22), where we can see the relatively flat line that is global temperature through the recent past, and the sharp incline that is global temperature in the near future. There are different ideas, as you'll see by the "temperature range in various scenarios" bars on the right, about how much the temperature will rise. That's what's complex and debated. Feel free to cruise other charts and see things like the millions of people expected to be hit by coastal storm surges, etc.

OK, but to the meat of your question: how we know. Apparently there are at least four ways we know that our fossil-fuel burning is a problem. One is through testing the nuclei of carbon atoms in tree rings. Naturally released carbon from sources on the earth's surface still has a radioactive nucleic portion, while fossil-fuel nuclei have lost their radioactivity over the millennia. By looking at the radioactive content of carbon in tree rings, actual scientists have found the radioactivity of carbon in the atmosphere to be diluted since we started intensively burning fossil fuels.

Second, actual observations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere since the 1950s match the predictions of anthropogenic effect on atmospheric carbon. Third, carbon dioxide in ice-core sampling, which can check air bubbles back hundreds of thousands of years, shows little variance for the 10,000 years prior to industrialization -- then, ta da! Variance. Fourth, short-term measurements of CO2 release show that more CO2 is emitted over the area where the most fossil fuels are burned: Bhutan. (Ooh, just checking to see if you were paying attention. The Northern Hemisphere is where the most fossil fuels are burned, and where the most CO2 is emitted.)

Also, we know because we are smart. Actual scientists study the planet's climate system, study greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide, and do what scientists do: play with what might happen in various scenarios. Such as, for example, humans unearth buried carbon and burn it as if there is no tomorrow, releasing CO2 into the atmosphere. Scientists ask: Will this knock our climate system off balance? The scientists make the models, and then check the results of the models against observed changes.

One way you can reduce the argument over anthropogenic cause is that it is an argument over what proves humans are dumb: are we dumb because we can't figure out climatic patterns, or are we dumb because we ignore our own conclusions?

I've run out of room, so I'll answer the bit about "normal fluctuations" in an upcoming column.

Argly,
Umbra

_____________________________________________________________________________

Sonnenseite.com:  Klaus Töpfer geht - und bleibt
11.04.2006 

 Der oberste Umweltschützer der Welt - Klaus Töpfer als Chef der UNO-Umweltbehörde in Nairobi - ist der bekannteste global player der Umweltpolitik.
Seinen ersten Arbeitstag als Stellvertreter von Kofi Annan habe ich mit ihm gemeinsam verbracht - im Fernsehstudio. Damals sagte er: "Das weltweite Korallensterben ist der deutliche Hinweis auf den Klimawandel". Das war vor acht Jahren. Töpfer wurde in der Zwischenzeit bestätigt.

In diesen Tagen endete seine Amtszeit als Chef der UNEP in Nairobi. Kurz danach sagte er als Teilnehmer am Energie-Gipfel in der "Zeit" einen Satz, den er vor 10 Jahren schon gedacht, aber so nicht ausgesprochen hätte: "Die gegenwärtig Strom produzierenden Kraftwerke in einem vereinbarten Zeitraum abzuschalten, halte ich für sehr sinnvoll". Töpfer ist lernfähig.

Am meisten gelernt hat er wohl in den Ländern der Dritten Welt. Dort hat er schon vor 40 Jahren gearbeitet - zum Beispiel in Brasilien mit José Lutzenberger. Deshalb sieht Töpfer Umweltpolitik immer mehr im Zusammenhang mit Entwicklungspolitik. Ohne Zugang zu sauberem Wasser und ohne erneuerbare Energie und Bildung wird es Entwicklung nicht geben. Und ohne Entwicklung wird es keinen Frieden geben können. Dass jeden Tag 26.000 Menschen verhungern, hält Töpfer für die denkbar schlechteste Voraussetzung für Frieden. Als Christ und Humanist wird er sich mit diesem größten Skandal unserer Zeit sowieso niemals abfinden.

Niemand hat seit dem Rio-Gipfel von 1991 globale Umweltpolitik so aktiv mitgestaltet wie er - der zu Recht hoch gelobte Träger von internationalen Preisen.

Dass Japan 2005 eine weltweit beachtete Konferenz zu den drei "R" durchführte - reduce, reuse, recycle - ist Töpfers jahrzehntelangem Umweltengagement zu verdanken. An Japans Energie-Effizienz orientieren sich heute die Milliarden-Großmächte von morgen, China und Indien.

Klaus Töpfer geht mit 67 in Rente. Er wird weltweit weiter als Umwelt-Papst unterwegs sein und sich als Vorkämpfer für Erneuerbare Energien engagieren - als Stellvertreter der Sonne auf Erden. Seine eigene Energie gewinnt er von innen und von oben. 

Das von einem Münchener Verlag von uns beiden gemeinsam geschriebene Buch wird noch etwas warten müssen. 

Viel Erfolg und Freude bei deiner wichtigen Arbeit, lieber Klaus Töpfer.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Philippine Daily Inquirer: Is The UN Ready For A Woman?

 Rina Jimenez-David

11.4.2006

FOLLOWING THE PRACTICE OF REGIONAL rotation in the choice of secretary general of the United Nations, its now supposedly Asias turn to have a representative chosen as head of the global body, to take the place of Kofi Annan. But no one, apparently, has given much thought that it might also be a womans turn.

Jessica Neuwirth of Equality Now, in a commentary published in the Washington Post, contends that this premier world organization is still missing the point that many voters have since grasped in countries like Germany, Jamaica, Liberia, Chile, New Zealand (as well as the Philippines): that women, too can serve as leaders at the highest level. 

In the 60 years since the United Nations was founded, no woman has served as secretary general, Neuwirth reminds. And despite the bodys stated goal of achieving gender parity within the system by the year 2000, women remain grossly underrepresented. The numbers are embarrassing: Only 16 percent of undersecretaries general are women.

Its not as if there is a lack of qualified candidates for the post. If the next UN secretary general is supposed to hail from Asia, Neuwirth notes, there are many qualified Asian women, with experience in government and even within the UN system, although none of them seems to be on the current list of candidates.

One of the candidates is a Filipina, Leticia Ramos Shahani, who has not only served in the Philippine Senate but has also served as UN assistant secretary general in the 1980s. (Among womens groups, she is best remembered as having served as secretary general of the 1985 Third World Conference on Women in Nairobi, Kenya.)

Other qualified Asian women include Japans Sadako Ogata who served as UN high commissioner for refugees, Pakistans Nafis Sadik who served as executive director of the UN Population Fund, even Hong Kongs Anson Chan who has served with distinction as head of the territorys civil service.

***

OUTSIDE of Asia, other womens names have often been mentioned for possible election as UN secretary general.

Neuwirth mentions UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour, Prime Minister Helen Clark of New Zealand, President Taria Halonen of Finland and President Vaira Vike-Freiberga of Latvia who, Neuwirth says, has expressed interest in the post of secretary general.

After serving as prime minister of Norway, Gro Harlem Brundtland held the post of director general of the World Health Organization, adds Neuwirth. Navanethem Pillay, who now serves as a judge on the International Criminal Court, served previously for four years as president of the UN Rwanda Tribunal.

The point, says Neuwirth, is that there are women qualified for the post. The Security Council has only to look for them.

The trouble, says Neuwirth, is that the selection process for the most senior official of the United Nations is cloaked in secrecy and devoid of formal procedure (doing) a great disservice to any notion of transparency or democracy. A candidate needs to secure a majority vote of the Security Council and avoid a veto by any of the five permanent members, the so-called P5: China, France, Russia, Britain and the United States.

***

WHO the candidates are is often as much of a mystery as how they are considered, a subject of intrigue and much speculation by the media, Neuwirth says. This process works to keep many qualified candidatesespecially qualified womenfrom getting due consideration.

What women need to do, actually, is only to hold the UN itselfand all the member-governmentsto their word. In 1995, at the UN Fourth World Conference on Women, governments called for the development of mechanisms to nominate women candidates for appointment to senior posts in the United Nations, notes Neuwirth. More than 10 years later, no such mechanism has been developed for nomination to the most senior post.

Kofi Annan himself holds a dismal record when it comes to promoting women up the ladder of seniority and responsibility in the UN. Since 2004 there has been a decrease in the percentage of women serving at the management level of his staff. He has just replaced the first female deputy secretary general with a man, and there are no women among the candidates on his short list for executive director of the UN Environment Program.

Speaking on the occasion of International Womens Day, Annan noted that the role of women in decision making is central to the advancement of women around the world, and to the progress of humankind as a whole, expressing the view that the world is ready for a woman secretary general. Says Neuwirth: The secretary-general is rightwe are ready and waiting.
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Los Angeles Times: The state of clean air

10.4. 2006

CALIFORNIANS UNDERSTAND BETTER than most, and have for longer than most, that there is not an infinite supply of fresh air. After L.A. became as famous for its smog as for its celebrities, California jumped ahead of other states and the federal government in taking steps to counter air pollution from cars, with its first regulations of vehicle emissions in 1959 — more than a decade before the founding of the federal Environmental Protection Agency.

Now California is poised to lead the way again, with legislation to fight global warming by setting mandatory standards on greenhouse emissions. The goal is by 2020 to cut such emissions to 1990 levels. The federal government would do well to do what it did decades ago and follow California's example.

The state's pioneering role as a fighter of air pollution is recognized by federal law, which gives California the power to set tougher air-quality standards than the federal government, though the EPA has veto power over the state's regulations. Other states can choose between the federal rules or California's.

The result has been extraordinary progress in cleaning up the air, though there is a long way to go. The number of smog alerts in the Los Angeles area dropped from 121 in 1977 to seven in 1996, and since then such alerts have all but disappeared. At the same time, the state still has the second-most-polluted air in the nation.

The National Research Council, a nonpartisan panel that advises Congress, spent two years studying whether the two-tiered system of air regulation works. The council's report last month praised California's regulations, saying the state is "a proving ground for new emissions-control technologies that benefit California and the rest of the nation." The benefits, it said, generally outweigh the occasional trouble that manufacturers have in following two sets of pollution standards.

The bigger problem, according to the report, is that California's proposed rules too often get bogged down awaiting EPA action. The new rule to cut down on emissions from leaf-blowers and lawnmowers is a case in point: The EPA has been sitting on it for four years. California's proposed standards for greenhouse-gas emissions from cars also require the EPA's nod and shouldn't have to wait for approval.

Even as reports reconfirm that Arctic areas are deteriorating more dramatically than even alarmists had expected, the Bush administration has been resisting any meaningful moves against global warming. That's not surprising for an administration that doesn't want to follow existing anti-pollution laws. Last month, a federal appeals court blocked the administration from loosening rules for older coal-fired power plants, saying the weaker rules violate the Clean Air Act.

It's bad enough the feds aren't taking the leading role in cleaning the air and reducing the threat of global warming. The least they can do is allow California to send a message to other states, and to the world, about what governments can do about these problems.

_____________________________________________________________________________

BBC:Air trends 'amplifying' warming 
By Richard Black

7.4.2006


Reduced air pollution and increased water evaporation appear to be adding to man-made global warming. 
Research presented at a major European science meeting adds to other evidence that cleaner air is letting more solar energy through to the Earth's surface. 

Other studies show that increased water vapour in the atmosphere is reinforcing the impact of man-made greenhouse gas emissions. 

Scientists suggest both trends may push temperatures higher than believed. 

But they say there is an urgent need for further research, particularly at sea. 

Dimming no more 
Between the 1950s and 1980s, the amount of solar energy penetrating through the atmosphere to the Earth's surface appeared to be declining, by about 2% per decade. 

This trend received some publicity under the term "global dimming". 

But in the 1980s, it appears to have reversed, according to two papers published last year in the journal Science. 

The decline in Soviet industry and clean air laws in western countries apparently reduced concentrations of aerosols, tiny particles, in the atmosphere. 

These aerosols may block solar radiation directly, or help clouds to form which in turn constitute a barrier; or both effects may occur. 

The lead researcher on one of those Science papers was Martin Wild from the Institute for Atmospheric and Climate Science (IACETH) in Zurich, and this week he has been discussing the implications of those findings at the European Geosciences Union (EGU) annual meeting in Vienna. 

Correlations and causality 
The reversal of "global dimming" has been proposed in some circles as an alternative explanation for climatic change, removing the need to invoke human emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Dr Wild dismissed this picture. His analysis suggests that "global dimming" and the man-made greenhouse effect may have cancelled each other out until the early 1980s, but now "global brightening" is adding to the impact of human greenhouse emissions. 

"There is always this argument that maybe the whole temperature rise wasn't due to greenhouse warming but due to solar variations," he told the BBC News website. 

"During the solar dimming we had really no temperature rise. And only when the solar dimming disappeared could we really see what is going on in terms of the greenhouse effect, and that is only starting in the 1980s." 

Analyses of global temperature indicate that a sharp upward trend commenced in the early 1980s. 

But, said Dr Wild, there are strong regional variations in the "solar brightening" trend. 

"In Eastern Europe, we see a very strong recovery [in solar radiation] - almost back to what it was before dimming began," he said. 

"But India continues with the dimming - that's very much thought to be due to increasing air pollution. 

"The general position is that air pollution is still increasing in the tropics, but decreasing outside the tropics; so probably that will amplify warming a little bit outside the tropics but not inside." 

Data deficit 
There are, Dr Wild admitted, holes in the picture of change. 

"The term 'global dimming' is a bit dangerous," he said. "I usually call it 'solar dimming' not 'global dimming' because we really only know about this where we have measurements; and we don't have measurements at many places, for example over the oceans, or land in the tropics." 

More research facilities are needed, he said, in tropical regions, particularly sub-Saharan Africa, and especially the oceans. 

As well as extending measurements of solar energy reaching the Earth's surface, he urged more research on aerosol concentrations in the atmosphere and on trends in cloud cover. 

Rolf Philipona from the World Radiation Center in Davos, Switzerland, is attempting to improve aerosol measurements in northern Europe. 

"We're trying to put a paper together which shows the aerosol depth and the amount of aerosol in the air column from about six to eight stations in Europe," he told the BBC News website. 

"In Germany and Switzerland we would have stations very high up, extending all the way to the North Sea." 

Last year Dr Philipona released research indicating that European warming is largely driven by increases in humidity. 

The mechanism is that rising levels of what are conventionally called "greenhouse gases", such as carbon dioxide and methane, cause more evaporation of water, which in the atmosphere is itself a greenhouse gas. 

He believes this is having more impact than changes to the transmission of solar energy through the atmosphere. 

"From my results I believe it's the greenhouse warming and in particular the water vapour feedback," he said. 

"Studies and papers are also coming now which are looking more closely at what water vapour is doing in other regions; and there are several pieces of work showing water vapour is increasing over land areas like the United States." 

Satellites and ships 
A further implication of "global brightening" is that the temperature difference between night and day may reduce. 

The "blanket" of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere has a net heating effect during day and night, whereas changes in solar energy reaching the surface are felt only in daytime. 

Disproportionately higher night-time temperatures have already been noted in many parts of the world, and research in the Philippines has linked this trend to a reduction in rice yield. 

The conclusions presented here present two major challenges to the research community. 

One is to find ways of extending experimental investigations into the oceans and the developing world. 

The second is to integrate them into computer models of climate, something which is only just beginning to happen. 

__________________________________________________________________________

Diario El Mundo (El Salvador): Región bajo riesgo climático
Yolani Romero
9.4.2006 

Para la región del Atlántico Norte- en la que se encuentra El Salvador- se espera que en 2006 haya 17 eventos metereológicos. De esos, nueve pueden convertirse en huracanes y cinco de ellos podrían ser intensos, es decir de categoría tres hasta la cinco según la escala Saffir Simpson, de acuerdo con los pronósticos realizados por el profesor William Gray de la Universidad de Colorado, EE.UU., un especialista en los fenómenos de las aguas atlánticas.
Al revisar la media histórica de los fenómenos climáticos que han ocurrido en el Atlántico (ver tabla) y compararlos con las previsiones para este año, se observa que los huracanes y las tormentas tropicales serán el doble de los que han habido durante décadas en aguas del Atlántico.
Las tormentas tropicales para 2006 pueden ser ocho y la media histórica de las mismas (desde 1950 a 2000) era de 3.7; en cuanto a los huracanes, se esperan cinco de gran intensidad, cuando los registrados en la media histórica era de 2.3. 

Las aguas del océano Atlántico están cálidas y esa es una característica que contribuye a que se generen muchos ciclones en ellas. Este año las temperaturas siguen altas y eso hace prever a los especialistas que la temporada de huracanes será casi tan activa como la del año pasado.
El país no tiene costa en el Atlántico, pero eso no significa que hay que bajar la guardia. 
La coordinadora del Centro de Pronóstico Meteorológico del Servicio Nacional de Estudios Territoriales (SNET) Lorena Soriano de Cruz, señaló que, aunque nos afectan de forma indirecta, la mayoría de huracanes que más daño han causado a los salvadoreños han surgido precisamente en el Atlántico Norte. El más reciente de ellos fue Stan, en octubre de 2005, y que atacó al país como tormenta tropical. 
En este lado 
En el caso del océano Pacífico las cosas cambian y los fenómenos esperados para 2006 son menos que los registrados en la media histórica. 
No obstante, Soriano señala que, a pesar que los huracanes formados en el Pacífico han sido, históricamente, menos peligrosos para El Salvador, no se deja de monitorear porque ocurren casos como el de Adrián, el año pasado, que se formó frente a nuestras costas, algo que fue toda una excepción pues no hay registros de que un evento de ese tipo se haya formado antes justo frente al territorio salvadoreño. 

En cuanto a las predicciones para 2006, especialistas de varios países señalan que el calentamiento de las aguas del Océano Atlántico y la presencia del fenómeno de La Niña en el Pacífico son algunos de los factores que influyen para que se produzcan todos estos huracanes y tormentas tropicales, que todos los años amenazan la región. 

Cambios Katrina, Rina y Stan
El miedo a los nombres
La devastación y muerte causada por algunos huracanes es la razón por la cual los nombres de éstos son retirados del listado que se repite cada seis años para este tipo de fenómenos.
El listado de los nombres de determinado año se usa para los ciclones que ocurran seis años después, pero si ésos han causado mucho daño, el nombre es retirado y se sustituye por otro que inicie con la misma letra, así se evita que la gente lo asocie con la tragedia anterior. 
Para nombrar los ciclones, los especialistas hacen uso de 21 letras con las que pueden crear nombres, y una vez se terminan éstas se recurre al alfabeto griego, tal y como ocurrió en 2005 debido a la intensa temporada que hubo. 

El retiro y sustitución de nombres para estos fenómenos es una decisión que toman año con año los profesionales que se reúnen en el Comité de Huracanes de la Región Cuatro. Este 2006, el encuentro se realizó en San Juan, Puerto Rico del 30 de marzo al 4 de abril, y en él participó la coordinadora del Centro de Pronóstico Meteorológico del Servicio Nacional de Estudios Territoriales (SNET) Lorena Soriano de Cruz.
Comenta que, debido a las grandes tragedias que causaron, los nombres de los ciclones Dennis, Katrina, Rita y Stan fueron sustituidos y no serán utilizados en la lista de huracanes hecha para 2011. Los cambios quedaron así: Don en lugar de Dennis, Katia por Katrina, Rita y no Rina y Sean en lugar de Stan.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Radio Chine Internationale: Chine: lancement d'un programme sino-américain pour la gestion de déchets

11.4.2006
Un programme sino-américain a été lancé lundi à Beijing pour renforcer la coopération sur la prévention, la gestion et le traitement des déchets solides et dangeureux en Chine. 

Ce programme, nommé "Stratégie de coopération pour la gestion des déchets solides et dangeureux", a été adopté lors d'une réunion entre Zhou Shengxian, directeur de l'Administration d'Etat pour la Protection de l'Environnement et son homologue américain Stephen Johnson. 

Dans le cadre de ce programme, la Chine et les Etats-Unis intensifieront les échanges des informations techniques et du personnel et entreprendont des projets pilotes en matière de la gestion et de technologies environnementales. 

Les deux parties travailleront également dans l'élaboration et le renforcement des réglements sur la gestion des déchets solides et dangeureux en Chine, y compris les déchets médicaux, les piles électriques, les déchets électroniques, les pneux et la boue issue du traitement d'eaux usées domestiques et industrielles. 

La lutte contre la grippe aviaire fait partie aussi de ce programme de coopération, et les deux parties ont exprimé leur volonté de s'entre-aider dans la préparation des mesures pour lutter contre cette épidémie. 

Ce programme entre dans le cadre du Mémorandum d'entente signé par les représentants des départements environnementaux de la Chine et des Etats-Unis en 2004.

___________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (UK): Tigers 'virtually extinct' in India, as scores are bagged by poachers 
By Sankha Guha 

9.4.2006

A row has broken out over tiger numbers in India, with some conservationists arguing that the species is on the brink of extinction there. 

An official tiger "census" puts the number of animals in the wild at around 3,700, but critics say that is more than double the true figure. Over 30 years since the threat to tigers was first recognised and Project Tiger launched by the then Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, they claim tiger numbers are no higher now than then - around 1,800.

"We are currently at the same stage as we were in 1972, when Project Tiger began," said Neel Gogate, a local co-ordinator for WWF, formerly the World Wildlife Fund. "We are even behind that - because the human population pressures have gone up manyfold." Conservationist Valmik Thapar, who presented the BBC's Land of the Tiger series, has condemned Project Tiger for "poor management, corruption, lack of funding and outdated scientific methods".

The alarm was sounded last year, when the government was forced to admit that 122 tigers had been killed by poachers between 1999 and 2003. At the same time, it emerged that despite an official population of 28, no tiger had been seen in Sariska National Park in Rajasthan, one of the original reserves in Project Tiger, since October 2004. They are presumed to have fallen prey to poachers, lured by the fact that a single tiger carcass is worth $50,000 in the traditional Chinese medicine industry.

At Kanha National Park in the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh, tourists riding elephants pay 600 rupees (£7.70) a time to view tigers. Queues of up to 30 four-wheel-drive vehicles can form to see one big cat.

The local field director of Project Tiger, K Nayak, insists that the official population of 136 tigers in Kanha is accurate, but critics say the counting method - the figure is arrived at through a combination of techniques, including pugmark analysis - amounts to little more than guesswork.

Mr Nayak was less certain about the issue of poaching. "I can't say it is completely under control, but I can say our tigers are more safe than previously," he said. But the prices paid for tiger parts must be an irresistible lure to some of the poverty-stricken villagers who have been moved out of the 1,000sq km core area of the national park, and he believed the answer to poaching was to give them different incentives.

"People will conserve the tiger if they get something out of the tiger," said Mr Nayak, who wants a tax imposed on the hoteliers who benefit from the tourists who visit Kanha. "Whatever they are earning, part of the money should go to the villagers." But Mr Gogate complained: "We really don't have the political will in favour of conservation."

The Sariska débâcle prompted a United Nations appeal last year to India, which is still home to the majority of tigers left in the wild, to take urgent steps to protect the big cats. The Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, responded by setting up a task force, but conservationists say it is too little, too late.

"The tiger is on the verge of extinction in certain pockets," said Mr Gogate. "Look at what happened in Sariska - there are many more areas where I would say the situation is not grey - it is totally dark."

Sankha Guha presents 'Spirit of the Tiger', BBC Radio 4, 9pm tomorrow 
A row has broken out over tiger numbers in India, with some conservationists arguing that the species is on the brink of extinction there. 

An official tiger "census" puts the number of animals in the wild at around 3,700, but critics say that is more than double the true figure. Over 30 years since the threat to tigers was first recognised and Project Tiger launched by the then Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, they claim tiger numbers are no higher now than then - around 1,800.

"We are currently at the same stage as we were in 1972, when Project Tiger began," said Neel Gogate, a local co-ordinator for WWF, formerly the World Wildlife Fund. "We are even behind that - because the human population pressures have gone up manyfold." Conservationist Valmik Thapar, who presented the BBC's Land of the Tiger series, has condemned Project Tiger for "poor management, corruption, lack of funding and outdated scientific methods".

The alarm was sounded last year, when the government was forced to admit that 122 tigers had been killed by poachers between 1999 and 2003. At the same time, it emerged that despite an official population of 28, no tiger had been seen in Sariska National Park in Rajasthan, one of the original reserves in Project Tiger, since October 2004. They are presumed to have fallen prey to poachers, lured by the fact that a single tiger carcass is worth $50,000 in the traditional Chinese medicine industry.

At Kanha National Park in the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh, tourists riding elephants pay 600 rupees (£7.70) a time to view tigers. Queues of up to 30 four-wheel-drive vehicles can form to see one big cat.

The local field director of Project Tiger, K Nayak, insists that the official population of 136 tigers in Kanha is accurate, but critics say the counting method - the figure is arrived at through a combination of techniques, including pugmark analysis - amounts to little more than guesswork.

Mr Nayak was less certain about the issue of poaching. "I can't say it is completely under control, but I can say our tigers are more safe than previously," he said. But the prices paid for tiger parts must be an irresistible lure to some of the poverty-stricken villagers who have been moved out of the 1,000sq km core area of the national park, and he believed the answer to poaching was to give them different incentives.

"People will conserve the tiger if they get something out of the tiger," said Mr Nayak, who wants a tax imposed on the hoteliers who benefit from the tourists who visit Kanha. "Whatever they are earning, part of the money should go to the villagers." But Mr Gogate complained: "We really don't have the political will in favour of conservation."

The Sariska débâcle prompted a United Nations appeal last year to India, which is still home to the majority of tigers left in the wild, to take urgent steps to protect the big cats. The Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, responded by setting up a task force, but conservationists say it is too little, too late.

"The tiger is on the verge of extinction in certain pockets," said Mr Gogate. "Look at what happened in Sariska - there are many more areas where I would say the situation is not grey - it is totally dark."

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reuters:China to Establish Reserve for Rare White Dolphin
10.4.2006 
BEIJING — China plans to set up its first reserve for the endangered white dolphin off the coast of the southern city of Zhuhai in the southern Guangdong province, the official Xinhua news agency reported on Sunday. 

The city has allocated 460 sq km (178 square miles) for the reserve, to be located near Qiao Island in the Pearl River estuary, Xinhua quoted Chen Jialin, director of the reserve, as saying. 

Construction on the reserve will begin this year and will focus first on establishing an emergency rescue centre for the dolphins, Chen said. 

Xinhua quoted him as saying the dolphins, unique to China, number only 2,000, more than half of which live in the Pearl River estuary. 

Chen said pollution from paper mills, chemical plants and plating factories along the river had been destroying the dolphins' habitat, leading to the deaths of nearly 20 dolphins in the past three years.

_________________________________________________________________________

Nouvel Observateur: La complexité de la nature n’est pas irréductible 
 10.04.06 
E n recréant l’ancêtre du gène d’une protéine, des chercheurs montrent que même des systèmes moléculaires complexes ont pu évoluer à la mode darwinienne. L’un des arguments utilisés par les tenants du ‘’dessein intelligent’’ (ID), les opposants au darwinisme, concernent justement des systèmes complexes impliquant une clef et une serrure –une molécule et son récepteur. L’un et l’autre doivent être parfaitement adaptés pour fonctionner : un résultat qui ne peut être obtenu par la sélection naturelle, affirment des scientifiques comme Michael Behe, biochimiste et théoricien de l’ID. 

Charles Darwin lui-même était conscient de cette difficulté. Il écrivait qu’il faudrait alors regarder les formes ancestrales des organismes pour comprendre toutes les étapes de l’évolution. C’est ce qu’ont fait Joe Thornton (Université de l’Oregon, USA) et ses collègues, grâce à des outils informatiques récents qui permettent de reconstituer l’ancêtre d’un gène. Ces chercheurs se sont intéressés au duo formé par une hormone, l’aldostérone, et son récepteur minéralocorticoïde. 

	



Le gène de ce récepteur, apparu avant l’hormone, a évolué depuis plus de 450 millions d’années, avant que le premier animal mette un pied sur la terre ferme.

Thornton et ses collègues ont constaté1 que l’ancêtre du gène était capable de se lier à une hormone comme l’aldostérone. Il est était donc prêt à être recruté par l’hormone en quête de ‘’serrure’’. Deux mutations étaient alors suffisantes pour créer le récepteur minéralocorticoïde qui existe aujourd’hui chez l’homme.

_________________________________________________________________________

Reuters: Oslo's Sewage Heats Its Homes
By Alister Doyle

10.4.2006
OSLO — In an extreme energy project tapping heat from raw sewage, Oslo's citizens are helping to warm their homes and offices simply by flushing the toilet. 

Large blue machines at the end of a 300-metre long tunnel in a hillside in central Oslo use fridge technology to suck heat from the sewer and transfer it to a network of hot water pipes feeding thousands of radiators and taps around the city. 

"We believe this is the biggest heating system in the world using raw sewage," Lars-Anders Loervik, managing director of Oslo energy company Viken Fjernvarme which runs the plant, told Reuters. The plant opened this week. 

The heat pump, a system of compressors and condensers, cost 90 million Norwegian crowns ($13.95 million) and has an effect of 18 megawatts (MW), enough to heat 9,000 flats or save burning 6,000 tonnes of oil a year. 

And experts say sewers could be exploited elsewhere. 

"The technology is there, so if the infrastructure is also there, this is a feasible solution in many cities worldwide," said Monica Axell, head of the International Energy Agency's heat pump centre. The agency advises 26 industrialised nations. 

She said a bigger heat pump in Sweden, with a 160 MW capacity, exploited heat from treated sewage. And in Finland, a 90 MW plant ran on waste water. 

In Oslo, untreated sewer flows -- from toilets, bathtubs, sinks and rainwater from the streets -- runs into the system past a filter that keeps out big objects such as dead rats. 

Sewage was flowing into the system at 9.6 Celsius (49.28 Fahrenheit) on Friday and coming out at 5.7 Celsius after heat is extracted with a refrigerant. 

The energy in turn goes to warming the water in the 400 km (250 mile) pipe system, fed to offices and homes, to about 90 C from a temperature of 52 C when it reaches the sewerage plant. Other plants, burning industrial waste, also heat the water. 

FUEL PRICE 

Similar heat pumps can be run on any stable source of water -- in Paris the Seine River is tapped to run air-conditioning systems. Sea water can also be exploited. 

Sewer power is less polluting than burning fossil fuels but more than renewable energy like wind power. About a third of the heat energy comes from electricity to drive the system and the other two-thirds is the heat from the sewer. 

"Oil prices have an impact on investment willingness, but more important is the ratio of fuel price and electricity price," Axell said. "A high fuel price and a low electricity price is a strong driver to invest in heat pump technology." 

Among other sewage energy projects worldwide, U.S. scientists are looking to exploit sewage-eating bacteria to generate electricity. 

"The microbial fuel cell work is going well, but we still are not out of the lab on this technology," said Bruce Logan of Pennsylvania State University. 

In Oslo, a problem is that the flow in the sewers is irregular -- Monday mornings between 4-6 a.m. are especially dry because people go to bed early on Sunday. But at weekends, the flow is good. 

"When people have been out to parties there's a lot of beer going into the sewer," said Oyvind Nilsen, the project manager for the Oslo plant. 

At the opening ceremony for the plant, Oslo mayor Per Ditlev-Simonsen was given a new toilet seat for his office. "It will be an inspiration," he said. 

__________________________________________________________________________

The New York Sun: Starstruck at the U.N.

Benny Avni

10.4.2006

   The louder they talk of reform at the  United Nations,  the more things stay 

the same. The new chief of staff, Alicia Barcena, is hailed at Turtle Bay as the

answer to the old boys' network. In fact she is part of the same network the

U.N. has always drawn on for star power.

   Ms. Barcena's rise is largely owed to the Canadian tycoon Maurice Strong, who

has recently left the  United Nations  in the aftermath of the oil for food

scandal. He has befriended the much younger blonde Mexican woman early on and

put her in positions of power that helped launch a career in international

institutions. 

   Last week, an angry staff member asked Secretary-General Annan's deputy, Mark

Malloch Brown, how he, a Briton, could have agreed to take a top power job that 

until recently was held by a woman, while advocating the creation of more

leadership roles for non-European females.

   "You are right. A woman Deputy Secretary General was replaced by a man," Mr. 

Malloch Brown told the staffer. "On the other hand, a man was replaced for the

first time ever in the organization's history by a woman from Mexico, Alicia

Barcena."

   Like Mr. Malloch Brown, who maintains strong ties to financier George Soros, 

Ms. Barcena is not merely a Spanish speaking female, but a protege of a

worldwide operator, Mr. Strong. Throughout his career, Mr. Strong was able to

place friends and associates in powerful positions at world institutions like

the U.N. and the World Bank, gaining power and influence in the process.

   Turtle Bay officials insist Mr. Strong had nothing to do with naming Ms.

Barcena as chief of staff. "The only reason she was picked was her impeccable

credentials and impressive career within the U.N. system," spokesman Stephane

Dujarric said yesterday.

   It was at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, largely considered the

birthplace of the Kyoto Treaty, that Mr. Strong first introduced Ms. Barcena to 

top international high flyers. Later she became executive director of the Earth 

Council, a Costa Rica-based organization founded by Mr. Strong to oversee

implementation of the Rio Summit's recommendations. Since then Ms. Barcena has

sat on various executive and advisory boards alongside Mr. Strong. Her Earth

Council position is highlighted as a major accomplishment in her resume.

   Mr. Strong is a man of dualities. His role in creating the Kyoto Treaty has

made him a hero to the environmental movement, but he is also highly respected

in the oil industry as a scion of Canada's petroleum industry.

   Throughout the decades he has held various positions at Turtle Bay, joining

and leaving the organization and always somehow emerging wealthier in his

private businesses. In his most recent role as Mr. Annan's adviser on North

Korea, Mr. Strong, who has made money selling energy, has continually said

energy is the key to solving the peninsula's problems.

   Even now, after leaving Turtle Bay under a cloud, he continues to present

himself as a U.N. man.

   "The  United Nations  has concentrated on helping the international community

to prepare an economic package [for North Korea] that could help resolve the

nuclear issue," Mr. Strong said last month during a lecture in Seoul, according 

to the South Korean news agency."It is not one that has to be done exclusively

through the  United Nations  but one that can be done with the active support of

the  United Nations. "

   Since last July, when Mr. Strong's $1 a year contract ended, "He does not

speak for the U.N.," Mr. Dujarric assured me yesterday. Mr. Strong "asked" to

sever his Turtle Bay links after his oil-for-food ties first emerged last

summer, Mr. Dujarric said.

   Mr. Strong's former business partner, Korean influence peddler Tongsun Park, 

is currently held without bail awaiting trial on federal charges of acting as an

unregistered agent for Saddam Hussein. In July 1997, according to the

investigation team under Paul Volcker, Mr. Park received from Saddam's deputy,

Tariq Aziz, $1 million in a card box filled with cash, which was then converted 

in a Jordanian bank to a $988,885 check made for "Mr. M. Strong."

   After that, the  United Nations  could no longer afford to publicly be

associated with Mr. Strong. But away from New York, Mr. Strong continues to draw

on his U.N. connections. And at Turtle Bay his friend and protege is now holding

a key position, making sure that the severed ties do not keep Mr. Strong too far

from his favorite institution.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update 11 April 2006

UN or UNEP in the news

Stay focused, top UN expert urges Thailand
Bangkok Post, 11 April 2006 - APINYA WIPATAYOTIN - A senior UN influenza expert yesterday urged Thailand to maintain strong political commitment and work harder in combating the lethal H5N1 avian flu virus. 
"I understand that you work very hard to contain the disease and you can do it very well. But more work needs to be done in order to prevent a recurrence of the disease. High-level officials should meet frequently to update and monitor signs of the disease. There are many things that we have yet to know about the H5N1 virus," said United Nations System Influenza Coordinator David Nabarro. 
 http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/11Apr2006_news13.php 

Concerns on Burma's bird flu
Advertiser Adelaide, Australia  - 11apr06 - BIRD flu in Burma is more serious than originally thought, with 100 outbreaks detected in the country since the avian virus was first confirmed last month.
He Changchui, the regional representative of the U.N. Food and Agricultural Organisation, said authorities initially believed the deadly H5N1 virus was limited to two outbreaks. 
"The situation there was more serious than we imagined," he told a news conference in Bangkok. "Up to now, there are over 100 outbreaks." 
Since confirming the outbreak of bird flu in the Mandalay and Sagaing regions on March 13, authorities have slaughtered some 500,000 chickens and quails at more than 400 farms. 
http://www.theadvertiser.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5936,18775250%255E912,00.html 


U.N. Urged to Create Separate Agency for Women
Asian Tribune, Thailand - By Thalif Deen - Inter Press Service - United Nations, 09 April, (IPS): A proposed blueprint for a radical restructuring of the United Nations as envisaged by outgoing Secretary-General Kofi Annan has fallen short of its target in one specific area: gender empowerment. 
As the 191 member states get ready to discuss the political nuances and economic implications of Annan's recently-released landmark report on U.N. reform, there is an increasingly vociferous demand to rectify the gender shortcoming by creating a separate U.N. agency to deal with women's issues. 
Currently, these issues are dispersed among several U.N. bodies, including the U.N. Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the U.N. Population Fund (UNFPA), the Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW), the Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues (OSAGI) and the International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW). 
But none of them, with the exception of UNFPA, is in the major league -- or equivalent to stand-alone, resource-rich agencies such as the U.N. Development Programme, the U.N. children's agency UNICEF or the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees.
http://www.asiantribune.com/show_news.php?id=17563 

Mediterranean region faces grim future
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand - Friday, 7 April 2006 - Press Release: United Nations
Mediterranean region faces grim future under current trends – UN report 
Mediterranean countries will suffer from increasingly saturated coastal development over the next 20 years if current trends continue, 63 million people will lack sufficient water and desertification will worsen rural poverty and biodiversity loss, according to the grim projections of a new United Nations-backed report. 
But the 400-page study commissioned by the 21 nations bordering the Mediterranean Sea also describes an alternative pathway based on sustainable development that could dramatically boost the quality of life over the coming decades. 
http://news.google.co.th/news?hl=en&ned=us&ie=UTF-8&scoring=d&q=%22UN+Environment%22&btnG=Search+News 

Iran’s Ebtekar to receive Champion of Earth Award 
Tehran Times, 8 April 2006 - SINGAPORE (CSRwire) – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announced Friday that Asia Pacific Resources International Holdings Limited (APRIL), one of the world's leading producers of fiber, pulp and paper, will be the Corporate Partner for UNEP's Champions of the Earth Awards in 2006.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=4/8/2006&Cat=9&Num=11 

APRIL Joins UNEP to Recognize Global Leaders of Environmental Protection 

CSR Wire -  4/7/2006  - (CSRwire) Singapore – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced that Asia Pacific Resources International Holdings Limited (APRIL), one of the world's leading producers of fiber, pulp and paper, will be the Corporate Partner for UNEP's Champions of the Earth Awards in 2006. 
http://www.csrwire.com/article.cgi/5361.html 

General Environment News

Regional meeting set to decide fate of orangutans confiscated in Thailand 
Jakarta Post, Indonesia, 11 April 2006 - BANGKOK (AP): The fate of 54 orangutans illegally smuggled into Thailand nearly two years ago will be decided at a meeting of Thai, Indonesian and Malaysian wildlife officials later this month, officials said Monday. 
The move comes amid a stepped up campaign by international non-governmental organizations, which have called for sanctions against Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia and Saudi Arabia which they accuse of failing to return more than 100 illegally smuggledorangutans.
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detaillgen.asp?fileid=20060410185311&irec=0 


More than 100 kinds of fish protected
The Nation, Thailand, 11 April 2006 – Fishing for more than 100 kinds of fish off six southern provinces, on the Andaman Sea will be prohibited once a new ministerial regulation takes effect in the near future, a senior official at the Natural Resources and Environment Ministry said yesterday.

Maitree Duangsawas, director-general of the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources, said the department was considering including the list of protected fish in the 1992 Wildlife Protection Law, at the request of the Wildlife Fund Thailand (WFT). This would make it illegal even to possess the fish.
The provinces in question are those affected by the tsunami in December 2004 – Phuket, Satun, Phang Kga, Krabi, Trang and Ranong.

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2006/04/11/national/national_30001474.php 


Two Dead, 500 Hurt in Bangladesh Storm
BANGLADESH: April 10, 2006  - DHAKA - At least two people were killed and over 500 injured when a storm lashed several villages in Bangladesh on Saturday, police and witnesses said
Nearly 500 houses were flattened and crops were damaged when the storm winds up to 100 km per hour (60 miles/hour) swept through Bhuapur, 130 km (80 miles) northwest of capital Dhaka. 
The two dead were killed in a house collapse. Other people were injured by flying debris. 
At least 10 people have died and many have been injured in storms that have swept through different parts of the country over the past week. 
Tropical storms sweeping across the country from March to May kill hundreds of people every year. 
Weather officials said they expected more storms and rains over the next week. 
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/35950/story.htm 


China to Establish Reserve for Rare White Dolphin
CHINA: April 10, 2006  - BEIJING - China plans to set up its first reserve for the endangered white dolphin off the coast of the southern city of Zhuhai in the southern Guangdong province, the official Xinhua news agency reported on Sunday.
The city has allocated 460 sq km (178 square miles) for the reserve, to be located near Qiao Island in the Pearl River estuary, Xinhua quoted Chen Jialin, director of the reserve, as saying. 
Construction on the reserve will begin this year and will focus first on establishing an emergency rescue centre for the dolphins, Chen said. 
Xinhua quoted him as saying the dolphins, unique to China, number only 2,000, more than half of which live in the Pearl River estuary. 
Chen said pollution from paper mills, chemical plants and plating factories along the river had been destroying the dolphins' habitat, leading to the deaths of nearly 20 dolphins in the past three years. 
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/35937/newsDate/10-Apr-2006/story.htm 

New species found in threatened rain forest
[image: image1.png]


The Nation, Thailand, 9 April 2006 - Two new species have been found in the Philippines, one of the world's biodiversity hot spots facing environmental degradation and deforestation. 
A brightly plumaged parrot and a long-tailed forest mouse unique to the country have been discovered in the vanishing rainforest of Camiguin Island, US-based researchers said yesterday.
Camiguin, a volcanic island in northern Mindanao, is a treasure trove of fauna, and already had endemic species of rodents and frogs before the discovery of the rusty brown mouse and the green hanging parrot, known among locals as colasisi. 
But Camiguin's wildlife is at risk from deforestation, warned researchers, writing in the latest issue Fieldiana: Zoology, a scientific journal about biodiversity research published by the Chicago's Field Museum of Natural History. 
"Knowing that at least 54 species of birds and at least 24 species of mammals live on Camiguin and that some of these animals are found nowhere else on earth, makes us realise how important this island is," said Lawrence Heaney, a curator at the museum. "For these animals to survive, we've got to save the dwindling forests where they live," he said.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2006/04/09/regional/regional_30001314.php 


Rain barrels and waterfalls - A small island's water-management problems are resolved through a low-key, community-based approach 
The Nations (Explore), Thailand, 8 April 2006 - Water is used in all kinds of ways on Koh Lipe in the Andaman Sea. Walk around the small island in the Koh Adang-Koh Rawi archipelago and you’ll see mothers bathing babies, laundry being washed, restaurants concocting cold drinks and Chao Lay (sea gypsy) kids happily squirting foreigners with plastic water guns. 
But where does all this water come from? 
Thailand is struggling with water supply as the industrial, agricultural and tourism sectors compete for this valuable resource. Popular islands in the South are no exception and rapid resort development is adding to the challenges. 
Hundreds of new bungalows have recently been constructed on Lipe and resort operators enthusiastically report that bungalows have been full during the current high season. Sharing this space on Lipe is a vibrant Chao Lay village of about 120 families. The Chao Lay, also known as the Urak Lawoi, have permanently occupied Lipe for decades but are now competing for water with the new resorts.
Koh Lipe has no above-ground fresh water source, so everyone relies on groundwater drawn from wells. Prior to the tourism boom, the Chao Lay did not have problems with groundwater levels, but rainfall on Lipe is becoming unpredictable. Last July – the typical monsoon period – produced only a few days of rain. With less annual rain, the groundwater is being taxed.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/explore/20060408/index.php 

The future of FARMING
Thailand is at a crossroads. Given its progress in agricultural know-how, the agricultural sector will have to decide what direction it wants to take. 'Outlook' explores two possibilities here - organic farming and the path of biotechnology
Stories by Vasana Chinvarak - A name change ... switching to promotion of non-food crops ... approaching farmers' groups - these are some of the strategies that Sutat Sriwatanapongse, current president of the Biotechnology Alliance Association (BAA), has adopted in pushing for public acceptance of genetically modified (GM) crops. 

"From now on, we'll refer to them as 'phuet cheewaphap' or biotech crops instead," said the senior scientist. "The term 'GM' has apparently scared off many people. The new coinage will make it sound a little like 'pui cheewaphap' [usually applied to non-chemical fertilisers]. It may cause some confusion initially, but after a while, it will likely become part of the daily usage." 
…. The greening business 
Thailand's organic market may not be the biggest in Asia, but in terms of diversity it might be a perfect regional training ground. A recent international workshop held jointly by the Earth Net Foundation, Green Net and a Swedish company offering organic consultancy services called Grolink, confirms the country's potential is waiting to be tapped. 
"Thailand could easily become an international hub in organic agri-cultural training," said Ong Kung Wai, a veteran advocate currently associated with Grolink. 
"It has a few interesting cases to present, a wide range of products and markets, and a variety of local certification and accreditation bodies. One of the host organisations, Green Net, also has good relationships with most, if not all, of the key players in the circle too." 
http://www.bangkokpost.com/080406_Outlook/08Apr2006_out000.php 


Tokyo Embraces Renewable Energy
Environment News Service - Apr 6, 2006 - TOKYO, Japan, April 6, 2006 (ENS) - Renewable energy has a bright future in Japan's largest city. On Monday, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government issued its Renewable Energy Strategy in an attempt to beyond the level of pilot projects and increase renewable energy use in the city to 20 percent of all energy supplies by the year 2020.
http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/apr2006/2006-04-06-05.asp 

Shanghai Journal

Dump Trash, Add Scavengers, Mix and Get a Big Mess
By HOWARD W. FRENCH

Published: April 3, 2006 - SHANGHAI, March 28 — Song Tiping, a peasant from rural Jiangsu Province, and Bernie Kearsley-pratt, an Australian executive, would not at first glance seem to have much in common, and they do not, except for one thing: both were drawn here by the unlikely financial promise of garbage, towering mountains of refuse that attest to this city's status as a raging boomtown. And now they spend their days in a cat-and-mouse game, Mr. Song joining throngs of poor Chinese scavenging in the trash and Mr. Kearsley-pratt, who manages Shanghai's largest municipal dump, trying to keep them out. 
Zhu Feixiang, 46, leads a band of trash pickers from Anhui Province. "We don't steal," he said. "We don't rob. We only make a living." 

The Australian, who works for a French company that is helping manage this city's garbage, says his difficult job is made all the harder — indeed on some days he himself would say impossible — by the cruel fact that even in the heartland of a booming China, peasants can make far more money collecting plastic trash bags, tin cans and the rubber soles of shoes than they can as farmers or ordinary day laborers.
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/03/world/asia/03garbage.html 
_____________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News

Tanzania: Oldonyo L'engai: 3000 Flee As 'Mountain of God' Erupts

Arusha Times (Arusha): The legendary Oldonyo L'engai, the land feature believed to be 'Mountain of God' by locals, has unleashed its fury through a major volcanic eruption, the first ferocious to be recorded since 1966. Hundreds of villagers, who live around Oldonyo L'engai which is found within the Ngorongoro district, had to flee from their residential areas, following the massive eruption of volcano, an occurrence that is believed to be one of the fiercest, in history and surpasses even the previous record of 1966. Local people estimated to be about 3000 in total, hailing from, five villages had no choice but to flee after the 'Mountain of God' roared spitting out red-hot rivers of molten rock and spewing scalding fumes and 'iron melting' lava all over the locality. The Ngorongoro Conservation Area Authority (NCAA) has already issued a warning, ordering tour operators not to take tourist or even venture anywhere near the 'Mountain of God' since doing so would put the lives of the visitors at risk. The eruption of volcano that caused havoc around Oldonyo Lengai first took place in the night of March 24 and repeated the following day. Later however, the Mountain continued rumbling and spitting lava for more than a week. Although the volcano claimed no human life, it destroyed trees, bushes, crops and other forms of vegetation as the burning hot lava gushed through the area on the mountain slopes and the later dried up Magma measured up to a radius of three kilometers long.  Ol Doinyo Lengai is a unique and fascinating volcano that is located in the African Rift valley about 120 km north-west of Arusha, Tanzania. It is the only volcano in the world that erupts natrocarbonatite lava, highly fluid lava that usually contains almost no silicon. Ol Doinyo L'engai is 2878 meters high. http://allafrica.com/stories/200604101287.html
Ethiopia: Government to Introduce Blended Fuel

The Reporter (Addis Ababa): The Ethiopian government is contemplating the introduction of a blended petroleum product (a mixture of ethanol and benzene) in the local market. Experts of the Ethiopian Petroleum Enterprise (EPE) and the Fincha Sugar Factory, which manufactures a large amount of ethanol, are undertaking a study on the blended petroleum product. The experts told The Reporter that the idea of mixing a certain amount of ethanol and benzene and to use the blended petroleum product for running cars has been around for some. They said some countries like Brazil use a mixture of ethanol and benzene (40 percent ethanol and 60 percent benzene) to run cars. "If we want to blend 40 percent ethanol with 60 percent benzene it would be necessary to make some adjustments on the motors. But if we reduce the amount of ethanol to 10 percent we can use the mixture without making any modification on the motors," the experts said. Ethanol could also be blended with kerosene. "The objective of this initiative is to reduce the amount of foreign currency spent on fuel. After finalizing the study, we will present a proposal to the government," the experts said.  Ethiopia imports 1.2 million metric tons of petroleum products yearly which cost it over 230 million US dollars. http://allafrica.com/stories/200604100117.html
Nigeria: 'N105bn Lost to Forest Destruction Annually'

This Day (Lagos): The economic value of losses due to forest destruction in the country has been put at $750 million (about N105 billion) annually. Director-General of the National Space Research Development Agency (NSRDA) stated this while speaking to newsmen on the agency's plan to set up a geo-information system based on forest monitoring in Nigeria, known as 'GEOFORMIN. Quoting statistics from Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the D-G said if the current rate of deforestation was allowed to continue unchecked the remaining forest area in Nigeria may disappear by 2020. He said the growing decline in the aerial coverage of forest had been a source of concern to the Federal Government, adding that a number of measures have been embarked upon to stem the trend. He listed some of these measures to include, the Protected Area Programme (PAP), the Nigerian Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP), National Forestry Programme (NFP) and Forestry Component of the Environmental Management Project (EMP). He said all these measures have been on without significant progress being made to conserve forest and save it from destruction, hence the need to develop a new technique to monitor the sector. According to him, the major problem with forestry management in Nigeria is the lack of geo-spatial database. http://allafrica.com/stories/200604100099.html
Ghana: Anglogold on Dangers of Cyanide

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra): CONSIDERING the harm and danger of the use of cyanide in the extraction of gold, the management of Anglo gold- Ashanti, Iduapriem mine, has put in place cyanide safety measures to ensure safety of its workers and the environment in which it operates. The measures are appropriate personal protective equipment available for handling the cyanide, cyanide specific training programme conducted periodically to create and refresh the knowledge of employees and emergency procedures to deal with cyanide affected victims. This came to light at a two-day cyanide awareness and cyanide first aid training programme organized by Anglogold Ashanti - Iduapriem mine for twenty-five health professionals selected from Tarkwa in the Wassa West district of the western region last week Thursday. The objective of the programme was to afford the health professionals the ability to recognize cyanide areas and the relevant equipment, take the necessary safety precautions when in the vicinity, and recognize ways of contamination and symptoms of cyanide poisoning and how to treat cyanide affected victims. The Senior Training Officer warned that all forms of the chemical were potentially hazardous, highly toxic and potentially fatal, but if certain precautions were taken, it could be used with complete safety. http://allafrica.com/stories/200604100964.html                                         

____________________________________________________________________________
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Estado de São Paulo - newspaper

Petrobrás quer parcerias na Bolívia 
Presidente da empresa insiste que o interesse é se manter no país como produtora de petróleo e gás 
Raquel Massote 
Fernando Dantas 
O presidente da Petrobrás, José Sérgio Gabrielli, reafirmou ontem que a estatal continua firme no propósito de ser produtora de petróleo e gás na Bolívia e não prestadora de serviços. "A estratégia da companhia é de ser produtora de petróleo e gás e estamos dispostos a fazer todas as parcerias necessárias para isso", disse em Belo Horizonte, onde participa da 47ª Reunião Anual das Assembléias de Governadores do Banco Interamericano de Desenvolvimento (BID). O que era para ser uma palestra a investidores estrangeiros acabou se transformando numa apresentação em português e em uma entrevista. 
O executivo observou que a Petrobrás produz e processa petróleo e gás, não havendo interesse pela prestação de serviços. No México, explicou, "foi a forma de entrarmos naquele mercado, que nos interessa". O México não permite exploração de petróleo e gás por empresas estrangeiras. 
O contrato de importação de gás natural do Brasil com a Bolívia, disse Gabrielli, tem uma regra de reajuste baseada numa cesta internacional do produto, que se aplica para o volume de até 24 milhões de metros cúbicos por dia. Hoje, a estatal traz 27 milhões de metros cúbicos diários e aceita negociar a fórmula de determinação do preço do volume adicional. 
Na terça-feira, o presidente boliviano, Evo Morales, reiterou que a intenção do governo é aproveitar o máximo possível dos recursos naturais do país para melhorar as condições de vida do povo. Para isso, afirmou, o gás tem de ser público. 
A Petrobrás mantém seus planos de aumentar a presença na Bolívia, afirmou Gabrielli, e para isso tenta acelerar a negociação com o governo. A comissão de negociadores deve incluir executivos da brasileira e representantes da Yacimientos Petrolíferos Fiscales (YPFB) e do Ministério de Hidrocarbonetos, em reunião nos próximos 10 dias. 
O objetivo do governo boliviano é transferir para a estatal YPFB o controle dos campos de petróleo e gás do país. A determinação implica a nacionalização das reservas que estão nas mãos de multinacionais. Um novo modelo contratual que reserva às atuais concessionárias o papel de operadoras de poços está em gestação no Ministério dos Hidrocarbonetos. 
Sobre a posição de Morales, de ter sócios na exploração dos recursos naturais e não patrões, Gabrielli afirmou: "Eu também disse ao presidente Morales, quando ele esteve aqui, a mesma frase. Nós também queremos ser sócios da Bolívia e sócios da YPFB." 
O ministro da Economia da Bolívia, Luis Alberto Arce Catacora, minimizou o impacto da decisão. "Temos recebido boas notícias da predisposição por parte das petroleiras de migrar de forma muito tranqüila. Porque, quando há um bom negócio, tem que beneficiar todos." 
VENEZUELA 
Sobre as mudanças no setor de petróleo da Venezuela - o presidente Hugo Chávez determinou que campos operados independentemente tenham contratos alterados para criar joint ventures em que a PDVSA tenha ao menos 60% de participação -, Gabrielli disse que, considerando o conjunto dos 14 negócios que a estatal tem no país, não haverá prejuízos. (fonte: Jornal O Estado de São Paulo)

Gazeta Mercantil - newspaper

Gabrielli minimiza crise com a Bolívia
Téo Scalioni
Belo Horizonte - Petrobras reafirma o propósito de chegar a um acordo com o governo de Evo Morales. O presidente da Petrobras, José Sérgio Gabrielli, afirmou ontem na 47º Reunião do Banco Interamericano de Desenvolvimento (BID), em Belo Horizonte, que também é desejo da estatal ser parceira da Bolívia na industrialização dos recursos naturais do país. Na segunda-feira, após participar de um café da manhã com Gabrielli e Marco Aurélio Garcia, assessor especial da Presidência da República para Assuntos Internacionais, o presidente boliviano, Evo Morales, havia dito que a intenção da Bolívia é "ter sócios e não patrões". 
Não querendo entrar em detalhes sobre o que fora discutido no encontro com Morales, Gabrielli apenas reafirmou ontem que, dentro de dez dias, haverá uma nova reunião técnica. Neste encontro participarão representantes do governo da Bolívia e da Yacimientos Petrolíferos Fiscales (YPFB), estatal boliviana que tem a intenção de controlar os campos de gás e petróleo no país. Segundo Gabrielli, a Petrobras não mudou em nada sua relação com a Bolívia. "Nosso interesse sempre foi aumentar a nossa presença na produção de gás e petróleo no país, mas isso não quer dizer que desejamos ser a única", afirmou o presidente da estatal. 
Gabrielli reiterou ainda que a vontade da empresa brasileira não é ser uma prestadora de serviço, e sim, uma produtora, e que, para isso, estaria disposto a fazer todas as parcerias possíveis. Segundo o presidente da Petrobras, uma prestadora de serviço é contratada para fazer o serviço com limites, e com taxa pré-determinada. Por isso, tem menos risco, porém tem menos retorno. "Já uma produtora tem a capacidade de encontrar o petróleo, processá-lo e também ter a gestão de seus recursos", explica. 
Em todo momento, quando questionado sobre a questão boliviana, Gabrielli não quis polemizar. Lembrou que, no mundo, a indústria do petróleo possui problemas, "e por que as negociações entre o Brasil e a Bolívia, ou mesmo com a Venezuela, seriam diferente?", indagou. "O mercado do petróleo é um conjunto de ações geopolíticas. Onde não encontramos problemas nesta indústria? ", questionou. 
Gabrielli salientou que o governo brasileiro não tem feito nenhuma gestão em especial em relação às negociações com a Bolívia. O presidente da estatal brasileira considerou normal a presença do assessor da presidência no encontro com Morales. "O governo brasileiro tem responsabilidade com as empresas brasileiras e possui uma boa relação com o governo boliviano", salientou Gabrielli, reiterando que o papel do Ministério das Minas e Energia tem sido de intermediário . 
O impasse entre Petrobras e Bolívia começou quando o presidente Evo Morales assumiu o governo do país. Morales justifica que a intenção de nacionalizar suas reservas de gás e petróleo e, consequentemente, melhor aproveitar seus recursos naturais, será uma forma de combater as desigualdades sociais e a pobreza boliviana. Morales acredita que esta exploração não pode vir de negócios privados, e sim, públicos. 
Mas a justificativa brasileira é que quase todo gás produzido na Bolívia é exportado para Brasil. E que o País é quem detêm boa parte dos gasodutos bolivianos. Hoje, a demanda brasileira gira em torno de 40 milhões de metros cúbicos por dia de gás. Segundo Gabrielli, dessa necessidade, 26 milhões de metros cúbicos são fornecidos pela Bolívia e o restante coberto pela produção nacional. Além do Brasil, a Bolívia exporta mais seis milhões de metros cúbicos de gás para Argentina. (fonte: Jornal Folha de São Paulo)

On government and environment specialized websites:

Ministério do Meio Ambiente – The Brazilian Ministry of Environment

Congresso debate construção de sociedades sustentáveis
O V Congresso Ibero-Americano de Educação Ambiental debate nesta quarta-feira (05) o papel da mídia na educação ambiental, em Joinvile, Santa Catarina. A falta de informações sobre meio ambiente e educação ambiental figuram como principais preocupações de pessoas ligadas à área, segundo pesquisa divulgada recentemente pelo Ministério do Meio Ambiente e o Instituto de Estudos da Religião (ISER). Realizada com cerca de mil delegados participantes da II Conferência Nacional de Meio Ambiente, em dezembro de 2005, a pesquisa apontou ainda o desmatamento e os recursos hídricos como temas que despertam maior preocupação. 

Para tratar do assunto, serão realizados dois encontros. O primeiro evento, que antecede o congresso, será o debate "Mídia e Educação Ambiental"onde será discutida a formação de profissionais de comunicação na área ambiental. Durante o congresso, nos dias 6 e 7, um grupo de trabalho desenvolverá atividades de Educação Ambiental e Comunicação. O objetivo é mapear e analisar ações de comunicação associadas à educação ambiental e apoiar a elaboração e implementação de políticas públicas de educomunicação ambiental, no âmbito dos países iberoamericanos. Uma das primeiras iniciativas é o acordo de cooperação que está sendo firmado entre o Ministério do Meio Ambiente e a Radiobrás para a divulgação de campanhas e programas de educação ambiental no sistema público de rádio e televisão.

Durante o V Congresso Ibero-Americano serão lançados também o Sistema Brasileiro de Informação sobre Educação Ambiental (SIBEA) e o EA.NET - Canal de Educação Ambiental pela Internet. O objetivo é reunir produções audiovisuais de todo o país num Canal de Rádio e TV na internet (www.canal-ea.net), cujo foco seja Educação Ambiental.A EA.NET é uma iniciativa do Órgão Gestor da Política Nacional de Educação, formado pelos Ministérios da Educação e Meio Ambiente e representantes de governos, empresas, sociedade civil, pesquisadores e estudantes. (fonte: Ministério do Meio Ambiente)

Marina Silva instala comissão nacional do Cerrado
Gisele Teixeira 
A instalação da Comissão Nacional do Programa Cerrado Sustentável (Conacer), nesta terça-feira (04), em Brasília, faz parte de uma forte agenda de implementação de políticas públicas para o bioma, afirmou a ministra do Meio Ambiente, Marina Silva. Durante a solenidade, na Câmara dos Deputados, ela anunciou que entram em consulta pública, na próxima semana, as propostas de criação das duas primeiras Reservas Extrativistas (Resex) do Cerrado. Hoje, não há nenhuma reserva extrativista no bioma, e menos de 3% dele estão resguardados em unidades de conservação federais e estaduais, enquanto que o mínimo recomendado seria de 10%.

Formada por diversos ministérios e entidades da sociedade civil e acadêmica, a comissão terá 27 membros e será um ponto permanante de discussão sobre o Cerrado. O secretário de Biodiversidade e Florestas do MMA, João Paulo Capobianco, lembrou que desde o início deste governo o ministério vem fazendo um esforço para implementar ações e alavancar investimentos no bioma. 

Entre os atos já realizados estão a ampliação, de 80 mil para 230 mil hectares, do Parque Nacional Grande Sertão Veredas, na Bahia e Minas Gerais, e da criação do Parque Nacional da Chapada das Mesas, no Maranhão, com 160 mil hectares. Além disso, o governo federal e o Fundo Global para o Meio Ambiente (GEF, sigla em inglês) investirão US$ 81 milhões (cerca de R$ 180 milhões), com execução prevista para o segundo semestre.

A Conacer tem a primeira reunião agendada para esta quarta-feira, na sede do Ibama.Há uma expectativa de que a comissão possa auxiliar, não só na busca de estratégias para o bioma, mas também na agilização da tramitação do Projeto de Emenda Constitucional (PEC) 155/95, que modifica o parágrafo 4° do art. 225 da Constituição Federal, reconhecendo o Cerrado e a Caatinga como Patrimônio Nacional. Atualmente, se enquadram neste status de reconhecimento o Pantanal, Floresta Amazônica, Mata Atlântica e Serra do Mar. A matéria tramita há 11 anos na casa. 

O esforço para preservar o Cerrado não é à toa. Segundo especialistas, a continuar o atual ritmo de devastação, o bioma pode desaparacer até 2030. Com ele, desapareceriam também não só milhares de espécies, mas ainda 14% da capacidade hídrica brasileira. O Cerrado é considerado a grande "caixa d'água" da América do Sul, com nascentes e cursos de água que escoam para as bacias dos rios Amazonas, Tocantins, Parnaíba, São Francisco, Paraná e Paraguai. Embora sua importância e o fato de ser o segundo maior bioma brasileiro, está na lista dos chamados 
hotspots
 mundiais, locais que já perderam pelo menos 70% da cobertura original. (fonte: Ministério do Meio Ambiente)

Refúgio de Vida Silvestre dos Campos de Palmas é a nova UC do PR
Marluza Mattos
Foi publicado nesta terça-feira (04) no Diário Oficial da União o decreto presidencial que transforma o Refúgio de Vida Silvestre dos Campos de Palmas, no Paraná, em unidade de conservação (UC). O objetivo é proteger os ambientes naturais necessários à existência ou reprodução da flora e fauna residente ou migratória, especialmente os remanescentes de Floresta Ombrófila Mista, a araucária.

A nova UC tem aproximadamente 16.500 hectares, entre os municípios de Palmas e General Carneiro. É nessa região que o papagaio-do-peito-roxo, espécie ameaçada de extinção, faz seu ninho. O refúgio possui várzeas e campos úmidos em bom estado de conservação. Ele abriga as nascentes do rio Chopim, que tem grande importância no cenário regional. O decreto determina a existência de uma zona de amortecimento de 500 metros a partir do perímetro da UC.

Essa é a quarta UC que o governo federal cria no estado paranaense em menos de um mês. No dia 21 de março, o Diário Oficial da União trouxe um decreto assinado pelo presidente Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva que cria a Unidade de Conservação da Reserva Biológica das Perobas, no noroeste do Paraná. Ela tem 8.176 hectares e era o último fragmento ainda desprotegido de Floresta Estacional Semidecidual, uma das formações florestais da Mata Atlântica. Além da peroba, ela guarda outras espécies ameaçadas, como o xaxim, a canela, a anta, a jaguatirica e o puma.

No dia 24 de março o Paraná ganhou outras duas UCs: a Reserva Biológica das Araucárias e o Parque Nacional dos Campos Gerais. A primeira com 15 mil hectares e a segunda com 21 mil hectares. As duas áreas são importantes por apresentarem araucárias com material genético único. Isso significa que não é possível encontrar araucárias com as mesmas características genéticas em qualquer outro lugar. Na Reserva Biológica das Araucárias vivem o lobo guará e o macuquinho do brejo, uma pequena ave. Já o Parque Nacional dos Campos Gerais possui plantas endêmicas, que não acontecem em outros lugares. É o caso da palmeira-anã. (fonte: Ministério do Meio Ambiente)

IBAMA – Brazilian Institute of Environment and Natural Resources

Ibama cria conselho em Resex no Pará

Pará - Com a presença de Marcílio Monteiro, Gerente executivo do Ibama e técnicos do Centro Nacional de Populações Tradicionais e Desenvolvimento Sustentável (CNPT) do mesmo órgão, será instalado na sexta (07), no município de Curuçá, região nordeste, a 160 km de Belém, o Conselho Deliberativo da Reserva Extrativista (Resex) Mãe Grande de Curuçá, conforme determina a portaria 24/06 da presidência do Ibama. A grata novidade é que pela primeira vez a Marinha do Brasil/Capitania dos Portos da Amazônia Oriental terá assento em Conselho de Resex.

Segundo o disposto no artigo 1º, o Conselho é criado “com a finalidade de contribuir com ações voltadas à sua efetiva implementação do Plano de Manejo dessa Unidade e ao cumprimento de seus objetivos de criação”. O Conselho Deliberativo é presidido pelo Chefe do Centro Nacional de Populações Tradicionais e Desenvolvimento Sustentável - CNPT. E, as atribuições dos membros, a organização e o funcionamento do Conselho Deliberativo da Reserva Extrativista serão fixados em regimento interno elaborado pelos membros do Conselho e aprovado em reunião.

O Conselho Deliberativo da Resex, composto de 27 instituições governamentais e não governamentais, está constituído pelo Instituto Brasileiro do Meio Ambiente e dos Recursos Naturais Renováveis (Ibama); Associação dos Usuários da Reserva Extrativista Mãe Grande de Curuçá (AUREMAG); Secretaria Executiva de Ciência, Tecnologia e Meio Ambiente do Estado do Pará (SECTAM); Secretaria Municipal de Meio Ambiente de Curuçá; Câmara Municipal de Curuçá; Paróquia de Nossa Senhora do Rosário; Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi (MPEG); Instituto Sócio-Ambiental e dos Recursos Hídricos (Isarh) da Universidade Federal Rural da Amazônia (UFRA); Núcleo de Meio Ambiente (Numa) da Universidade Federal do Pará (UFPA); Empresa de
Assistência Técnica e Extensão Rural do Estado do Pará (Emater-PA); Sindicato dos Trabalhadores Rurais de Curuçá (STR) – Curuçá.

O conselho é constituído, ainda, pela Colônia de Pescadores Z-5 - Curuçá; Associação Movimento dos Pescadores do Pará (Mopepa); Conselho Nacional dos Seringueiros (CNS); Marinha do Brasil/Capitania dos Portos da Amazônia Oriental; Associação dos Caranguejeiros de Arapurí - Curuçá; Associação das Marisqueiras; Associação Solidária Cabanos; Associação dos Amigos do Bosque e Ipupura; Associação dos Amigos do Bosque Boa Lembrança/Reserva Peixe-boi - Curuçá; Associação dos Pescadores de Caratateua -Curuçá; Associação dos Pescadores Artesanais de Tucumateua; Associação Comunitária de Pedras Grandes - Curuçá; Associação Comunitária de Boa Vista do Iririteua -Curuçá; Associação Comunitária de Lauro Sodré - Curuçá; Associação Comunitária de Vila Ponta de Ramos - Curuçá;
Associação Comunitária de Candeua (Boa União).

Brasil Agency – government news website

Presidente de sindicato de trabalhadores rurais aponta demora na criação de reserva no Amazonas

Thaís Brianezi 
Manaus – A presidente do Sindicato de Trabalhadores Rurais de Boca do Acre, no sul do Amazonas, Luzia Santos da Silva, fez um apelo para que o processo de criação da Reserva Extativista do Arapixi – iniciado em 2002 – seja finalizado. 
"Os extrativistas que moram lá estão proibidos de exercer suas funções, principalmente de coletar os frutos da natureza. Têm alguns que estão ameaçados de morte pelos grileiros. E a gente não vê a Justiça se preocupando com essa situação", afirmou. "É comum no Brasil, na questão de terra, depois que morre um, de imediato a reserva ou assentamento são regularizados. Mas primeiro precisa morrer um. Não queremos isso aqui."
Ao longo do Rio Arapixi vivem 300 famílias de extrativistas. Nas três visitas que o Instituto Brasileiro do Meio Ambiente e dos Recursos Naturais Renováveis (Ibama) fez à região, os técnicos do órgão foram ameaçados de morte – chegaram, inclusive, a registrar queixa na delegacia do município. 
A consulta pública para criação da reserva aconteceu em novembro de 2004. Nelas, os participantes decidiram pela criação de uma unidade federal, embora o território ocupado por eles esteja em nome do governo estadual. Esse é também o caso da reserva extrativista do Rio Unini, em Barcelos, no médio Rio Negro (AM): o processo de criação foi igualmente iniciado em 2002, mas a consulta pública só ocorreu em maio de 2005. No Unini vivem 160 famílias, que têm o território invadido por pescadores comerciais e pela pesca esportiva do tucunaré. 
Em novembro de 2005, o Instituto de Terras do Amazonas (Iteam) enviou ao Ibama uma carta autorizando a criação das reservas federais em área estadual. Mas a Procuradoria Geral do Estado (PGE) deu parecer contrário no início deste ano. "Só pode criar uma reserva extrativista quem tiver o domínio da área", argumentou a procuradora-chefe da Procuradoria do Meio Ambiente, Patrícia Petruccelli. "A União pode criar, sim, as reservas federais, mas desde que inicie um processo de desapropriação. E como se tratar de desapropriar áreas estaduais, o Congresso Nacional deve ser consultado".
O secretário estadual de Meio Ambiente, Virgílio Viana, afirmou que o governador Eduardo Braga enviou à ministra Marina Silva o parecer da PGE, com uma carta na qual manifestava o interesse de criar reservas extrativistas estaduais na área, para agilizar o processo. "A bola agora está com eles, aguardamos a manifestação do Ministério do Meio Ambiente". 
"A decisão do povo deve ser levada em consideração. A gente pediu uma reserva federal desde o início, porque em Rio Branco [no Acre, é o município mais perto de Boca do Acre, a seis horas de viagem de carro] há Ibama. Se a reserva for federal, quem vai administrá-la?", questionou Silva. "O governo do Amazonas terá que nos dar uma boa explicação, um argumento muito forte para nos convencer que a reserva tem que ser estadual". 
A assessoria de comunicação do Ibama enviou à Radiobrás o parecer da Procuradoria Geral Especializada do órgão. O documento foi assinado na segunda-feira (3) pelo procurador-geral, Sebastião Azevedo. Ele afirma que a desapropriação da área não é necessária para a criação das reservas federais e que não há qualquer questão de ordem jurídica que impeça o Ibama de concluir esse processo.
Desde ontem, a Radiobrás tentou falar com o presidente do Conselho Nacional de Populações Tradicionais (CNPT), Paulo Oliveira. O CNPT é uma diretoria do Ibama, responsável pela criação e implementação de reservas extrativistas. (fonte: Agência Brasil)
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Xadrez da biodiversidade

Os próximos cinco anos serão muito importantes para o futuro do planeta. Se do ponto de vista intelectual a COP8 - Oitava Conferência das Partes da Convenção da Diversidade Biológica, encerrada em Curitiba (PR) na madrugada de sábado (1º/4), até mostrou uma certa inflexão, pois todos concordaram que a preservação da biodiversidade vai mal, do ponto de vista prático o consenso está longe de ocorrer. 
“Claro que muito esforço está sendo feito, no Brasil e fora, para que as metas de 2010 sejam atingidas. Mas, se você perguntar se vamos chegar lá, não dá para responder com certeza”, disse João Paulo Capobianco, secretário de biodiversidade e florestas do Ministério do Meio Ambiente, à Agência Fapesp. 
As metas de 2010, decididas nas reuniões anteriores da CDB -  Convenção da Diversidade Biológica, são, na grande maioria, bastante genéricas. Elas falam, por exemplo, da necessidade de repartir com eqüidade os benefícios gerados pelo acesso ao patrimônio genético das comunidades tradicionais, de estudar e controlar a invasão das espécies exóticas e de preservar a biodiversidade do planeta e de todos os seus ecossistemas. 
Com todos os textos em mãos, inclusive as decisões tomadas na COP8, essa força de vontade mostrada na última semana no Paraná – segundo o secretário da CDB, Ahmed Djoghlaf, nunca um segmento ministerial foi tão prestigiado como esse, que teve a participação de 45 ministros de Estado – terá, agora, que ser mostrada em nível nacional. Isso dentro de cada um dos 187 países, mais a Comunidade Européia, que são os signatários da CDB. 
Em termos da preservação dos oceanos, por exemplo, Capobianco garante que até o fim do ano novas regiões de preservação ambiental total serão criadas no Brasil. Um estudo mostrado durante a COP 8 não deixa dúvidas. Zonas coralinas precisam estar totalmente preservadas da pesca, mesmo a tradicional, se o objetivo é proteger a biodiversidade marinha. 
Outro ponto polêmico, o do sistema internacional de acesso genético e repartição de benefícios gerados por esses genes ou por produtos retirados na natureza, muitas vezes com auxílio dos povos indígenas ou das comunidades tradicionais, também teve avançou por conta das negociações fechadas na COP 8. 
Às 23h26 do dia 31 de março, o plenário formado pelos representantes das partes aprovou o texto que, a partir de agora, balizará os debates sobre o tema. Trata-se de um texto ainda muito genérico e cheio de pontos de discordância, mas que está aprovado. 
A batida de martelo (na plenária, quando um dos pontos da agenda era concluído, o martelo era realmente batido pelo presidente da sessão, no caso do Brasil isso foi feito pela ministra do Meio Ambiente, Marina Silva) provocou a primeira sessão de aplausos da noite. Ao todo foram cinco, a última para os 4 mil cidadãos de Curitiba que participaram como voluntários da organização da reunião. 
Com uma negociação arrastada, e sempre travada por países como Canadá, Austrália e Nova Zelândia – os delegados brasileiros e dos demais países megadiversos, é importante que se diga, trabalharam muito no sentido oposto –, ficou definido que um sistema de repartição do acesso ao patrimônio genético, por mais discutível que seja, terá de ficar pronto até 2010, data da COP10 – a COP9 será na Alemanha, em 2008. 
A data fixada para 2010 foi muito comemorada pelo governo brasileiro. Na outra ponta da corda, entretanto, as organizações não-governamentais usaram palavras como “frustração”, pelo fato de o sistema de repartição não ter avançado mais em Curitiba. 
Outra crítica foi feita em relação à participação indígena e das comunidades tradicionais. Eles continuarão participando do debate de forma lateral, segundo o texto da CDB. A menos que os países, mais uma vez dentro de suas fronteiras, resolvam colocar indígenas em suas delegações. 
Também nos temas das árvores transgênicas, das sementes com a tecnologia rotulada de “terminator” (“exterminadora”), da importância do reconhecimento tradicional, das áreas protegidas, do sistema de educação e da comunicação da importância da biodiversidade, muitas resoluções, talvez não muito significativas para quem acompanha a distância a implementação da convenção, foram tomadas pelos delegados no Brasil. Todos voltam a se reunir apenas daqui a dois anos. Boa parte desses assuntos, que ficaram em suspenso, será resolvida pelos cientistas. 
Se do discurso à prática fica claro que existe uma grande distância, reuniões como a da COP 8 revelam mais uma tendência. São os países, dentro de suas fronteiras e com suas próprias comunidades locais, que poderão começar a estabelecer, com mais velocidade, o texto da CDB. 
Vários exemplos de sucesso, nesse sentido, foram apresentados nas centenas de eventos paralelos realizados também em Curitiba. A impressão que fica, entretanto, foi sintetizada em uma frase, por um representante de parte do setor privado nacional, que já percebeu a sinergia positiva que existe entre meio ambiente e negócios. 
“Fica claro que não adianta uma série de pequenos exemplos. Se essas idéias não forem implementadas de forma sistemática, em um sentido mais amplo, ficará muito difícil”, disse Fernando de Almeida, à Agência Fapesp. 
O presidente do CEBDS - Conselho Empresarial Brasileiro para o Desenvolvimento Sustentável é também um dos dois únicos brasileiros membros do conselho do projeto de Avaliação Sistêmica do Milênio. Esse esforço internacional para preservar a biodiversidade planetária tem mostrado, por meio de seus estudos, que talvez o jogo de xadrez da biodiversidade esteja mais a favor daqueles que não se preocupam com o tempo. (Fonte: Agência Fapesp)

Pneus estarão em debate nacional hoje, ao vivo, na TV

Pneu deve ser reciclado? Esta é a pergunta-tema do debate ao vivo pela televisão pública nacional que será realizado às 22h30 de hoje, com mediação do jornalista Florestan Fernandes Jr e participação de Francisco Simeão, presidente da BS Colway, como representante do setor de pneus reformados, já que preside também a Abip - Associação Brasileira da Indústria de Pneus Remoldados.
O debate ocorre no programa Diálogo Brasil, uma parceria entre a Radiobrás, a TVE Brasil, do Rio de Janeiro, e a Tv Cultura, de São Paulo, com retransmissão pela rede de emissoras públicas e pela Tv Brasil Internacional, que atinge América do Sul e Japão.
Simeão, que estará nos estúdios da TVE, no Rio de Janeiro, adianta que vai confrontar seu oponente, o representante da Anip - Associação Nacional da Indústria de Pneumáticos, com dados da importação de pneus, tantos novos como usados, de todos os tipos.
"Agora que, na Internet, estão disponibilizados os dados da importação de pneus de todos os tipos, se esvanece mais uma cortina de fumaça que as multinacionais dos pneumáticos novos, em compadrio com Ministério do Meio Ambiente e Ibama, vinham colocando à opinião pública em sua tentativa de atribuir aos pneus usados todos os males ao meio ambiente", afirma o presidente da Abip.
Ele diz poder afirmar, sem qualquer dúvida, que os usados importados representaram apenas 6,54% do montante de pneus colocados em 2005 no meio ambiente brasileiro, enquanto os pneus novos significaram 93,46%. E que, analisando-se apenas as importações, os usados (10.478.466 unidades importadas) representaram 115.478.914 kg, enquanto os novos (13.843.480 unidades importadas) alcançaram 129.176.398 kg.
"Diante desses dados irrefutáveis, é de se perguntar: Por que o Ibama e o Ministério do Meio Ambiente se mostram tão preocupados com as importações de usados, se estes representam tão pouco – 6,54% - frente aos 93,46% dos novos?", pergunta Simeão, que já responde: "Porque não lhes interessa, simplesmente, cobrar das multinacionais o cumprimento da legislação brasileira da contrapartida ambiental, pois do contrário já as teriam multado novamente em razão de haverem deixado de cumprir também sua obrigação ambiental relativa a 2005".
Além das perguntas de Florestan, o programa conta com a participação dos telespectadores, que enviam seus questionamentos e comentários pelo telefone e fax 61-3327-4210 ou pelo e-mail dialogobrasil@radiobras.gov.br.
(Fonte: Assessoria de Imprensa da Abip) 

Ministério Público do Mato Grosso detecta 115 desmates suspeitos

Um levantamento do Green - Grupo de Estudos do Extremo Norte do Ministério Público do Mato Grosso apontou 115 áreas de desmatamentos potencialmente ilícitos na região. A conclusão do levantamento surgiu após o cruzamento das informações com o banco de dados da Sema - Secretaria de Estado de Meio Ambiente. Das áreas de preservação legal em propriedades rurais cadastradas na secretaria, o MPE descobriu que 55 passaram por desmatamento ilegal recentemente.
Agora, os nove promotores que integram o grupo querem saber da Sema se as áreas não cadastradas no sistema do órgão tiveram autorização para o desmatamento e se afetaram Áreas de Preservação Permanente (APP). Segundo o promotor coordenador de Meio Ambiente do MPE, Gérson Barbosa, só os números das áreas de preservação legal espantam pela área desmatada e pela quantidade de propriedades cadastradas que desrespeitaram a legislação ambiental.
Os dados utilizados pelo Grupo de Estudos são do sistema Deter (detecção de desmatamento em tempo quase real) encomendado pelo Ibama ao Inpe - Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas Espaciais. A equipe do MPE achou necessário o cruzamento das informações do Inpe com as da Sema para encontrar possíveis proprietários das terras, já que o sistema Deter só visualiza a área desmatada, sem referências de proprietários.
Pelas informações do Deter, as três maiores áreas desmatadas na região norte estão em Alta Floresta, Novo Mundo e Matupá.  Entre as áreas cadastradas no sistema SLAPR, da Sema, as maiores áreas desmatadas em reservas legais de propriedades rurais estão em Nova Monte Verde e Peixoto de Azevedo.
O Green anunciou o levantamento das maiores áreas desmatamento nos últimos anos em novembro de 2005, uma semana após a formação do grupo, criado para oferecer aos promotores um espaço onde possam discutir os principais problemas da região norte do Estado, em especial os relacionados ao Meio Ambiente. Em paralelo, os promotores de Alta Floresta solicitaram dados sobre queimadas na região.  Fazem parte do Green promotores de Alta Floresta, Colíder, Apiacás, Guarantã do Norte, Terra Nova do Norte e Peixoto de Azevedo.
O grupo apresentou o relatório na última reunião, realizada dia 11 de março, e causou surpresa nos promotores participantes.  O promotor de Alta Floresta, Marcelo Caetano Vacchiano, comentou que o número encontrado de áreas desmatadas é relevante e que se houver alguma área desmatada ou queimada ilegalmente, o proprietário será chamado para reparar o dano causado ao Meio Ambiente, conforme o previsto na criação do grupo.
“Convidaremos os proprietários das áreas para fazer um Termo de Ajustamento de Conduta (TAC). Se houver algum desmatamento em APPs, o causador da ação responderá criminalmente, por se tratar de um crime ambiental”, explicou o promotor Marcelo.
Os promotores solicitaram informações mais detalhadas sobre as áreas desmatadas que surgiram no levantamento do MPE à Sema no final de março. Segundo o promotor Marcelo, a Sema demonstrou boa vontade em colaborar com as investigações do Green e deverá repassar os dados solicitados até o final de abril.
“Fizemos o pedido das informações por ofício à Sema no final de março. No documento, estipulamos um mês a partir da data do recebimento para que os dados sejam repassados ao Green”, contou o promotor. (Fonte: Diário de Cuiabá, Mato Grosso)

Gases poluentes podem ser aproveitados

O problema de mau cheiro nos entornos das estações de tratamento de esgoto e dos aterros sanitários é questão que incomoda a população e preocupa os órgãos competentes. Porém, mais do que resolver o odor, estudiosos sugerem o aproveitamento dos gases que o causam para uso combustível, o que seria um favor também ao meio ambiente, uma vez que alguns gases produzidos com a decomposição do lixo orgânico são poluentes. Para isso, no entanto, são necessários pesquisa e investimento, o que ainda é estudado pelas companhias de saneamento.
Quem mora perto das estações geralmente reclama: por mais que haja esforço para tratar os gases liberados da decomposição do lixo orgânico, o cheiro incomoda. "O problema é que a cidade acaba engolindo os empreendimentos", ressalta o professor do departamento de Engenharia Ambiental da Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Paraná (PUCPR), Miguel Mansur. Quando projetadas, as estações são em geral instaladas longe de grandes concentrações urbanas, mas a expansão dos loteamentos e moradias acaba invadindo o espaço. "Restam apenas as medidas corretivas, de gerenciamento dos resíduos gerados pelo tratamento", afirma. Uma das formas de se fazer isso, diminuindo o odor que sai das estações, é pelo uso de reatores anaeróbios. "É como se fosse um grande fermentador. Trata-se de um processo biológico, feito pelos próprios microorganismos gerados na decomposição", explica o professor. Para isso, as unidades são cobertas e os gases coletados, queimados. "Isso indica que são excelentes combustíveis". O problema é que, no Brasil, nem todas as estações de tratamento são preparadas para esse processo. "E quanto mais se encarece o processo de tratamento, menos pessoas são contempladas. Entre investir para amenizar o odor e dar tratamento de esgoto à parcela da população que ainda não é atendida, ficamos com a segunda opção", equipara. Segundo Miguel Mansur, pelo menos metade da população brasileira ainda carece deste serviço. Outro fator que pesa, porém, é que os gases que surgem nas estações de tratamento, especialmente o sulfídrico - e o mesmo vale para os aterros sanitários - são também poluentes. Seu reaproveitamento seria também um favor ao meio ambiente.
De acordo com a diretora de Meio Ambiente e Ação Social da Sanepar, Maria Arlete Rosa, no Paraná já existe estudo como tentativa de viabilizar o uso dos gases para este fim. "É a utilização como crédito de carbono", explica, conforme contemplado no Protocolo de Kyoto. "Mas não há no Protocolo de Kyoto o termo para usar crédito de carbono na área de saneamento. Estamos elaborando termos de referência para pleitear a utilização do gás das estações e incluí-lo no protocolo", ressalta a diretora. Com os créditos, seria viável às empresas de saneamento aplicar tecnologia e capturar o gás para vendê-lo ou usá-lo em abastecimento próprio. "Seria também uma melhoria tecnológica para garantir o seqüestro de carbono". Atualmente, a Sanepar utiliza cloro em suas estações de tratamento para diminuir a concentração dos gases que dão origem ao cheiro de esgoto nas proximidades. O processo ameniza, mas nem sempre dá conta de eliminar o problema.
Preocupação com odor é recente
A preocupação com os cheiros liberados nas proximidades de indústrias ou estações de tratamento de esgoto no Brasil é recente. Inclusive, o Paraná foi o primeiro estado do País a legislar sobre o assunto, exigindo a medição da concentração odorante nos entornos de fontes pontuais, como chaminés. Quem destaca é o professor Henrique de Melo Lisboa, do departamento de Engenharia Sanitária e Ambiental da Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina (UFSC). "A unidade de odor consiste em quantas vezes um determinado cheiro está acima de seu limite de percepção", explica. Isso implica dizer que o que é de bom senso para o nariz tem formas técnicas de ser aferido. Essas formas consistem em diversos processos. "Um deles é fazer uma enquete com a comunidade, entrevistando a vizinhança e trabalhadores da própria empresa para investigar a fonte e a intensidade do odor." A maneira de identificar tecnicamente essa intensidade é pelo uso do butanol, que permite chegar a uma escala de referência do cheiro. Parte-se, então, para as análises físico-químicas, detectando as substâncias químicas que compõem um certo odor. (Fonte: Paraná-Online) 
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Security Council approves UN troop redeployment from Burundi to DR Congo

10 April - The Security Council today authorized the temporary redeployment of peacekeepers from the Organization's operation in Burundi (ONUB) to its mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUC) to strengthen security and oversight for the upcoming Congolese elections.

By a unanimous resolution, the Council approved the transfer of up to one infantry battalion, a military hospital and 50 military observers to MONUC, as determined last week by Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

In a letter to the Council, Mr. Annan had requested the redeployment for an initial period lasting through the end of 2006. In its action today, the Council authorized the transfer until 1 July, but also expressed the intention to extend it further depending on the future renewal of the mandates of the Burundi and Congo operations.

In the letter, Mr. Annan said the military units would operate in troubled Katanga province of the vast central African country. UN agencies have reported that fighting in the area between the army and Mai Mai rebels has driven over 150,000 people from their homes in the last six months.

The observers would be deployed throughout the country to increase monitoring of the 18 June poll, which the UN is helping to organize in the largest and most expensive electoral operation the world body has ever undertaken.

Pakistan and Jordan, the troop contributing countries, have indicated their agreement in principle to the transfer, Mr. Annan’s letter stated.

In a December resolution extending ONUB's mandate, the Council had authorized redeployment of military and civilian police personnel between the two missions as a step toward draw -down of the Burundi force after last year's successful elections and other signs that it is successfully emerging from its 12-year civil war.

Granted Seville culture award, Annan donates proceeds to project helping women

10 April - In Spain today, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan accepted the first Seville Node between Cultures Award, and immediately pledged to donate the accompanying monetary prize to a project helping Congolese women traumatized by sexual violence.

“There is a need to unlearn our collective prejudices,” Mr. Annan said as he received the Seville Nodo Foundation’s award, which recognizes an individual’s contribution to cross-cultural understanding among Christians, Jews and Muslims.

“Instead, we must all promote a continuing dialogue, based on the premise that diversity – in thought, in belief, and in action – is a precious gift, not a threat,” he stressed.

The Secretary-General also called for education “to go beyond stereotypes of the other, and to avoid simplistic categorizations that exacerbate misunderstandings and prevent real problems being tackled.”

Toward that end, he praised the initiative of Spain, which, together with Turkey, launched an Alliance of Civilizations at the UN aimed at overcoming prejudices, misconceptions, and polarizations which potentially threaten world peace.

At the Secretary-General’s request, the €30,000 monetary portion of the award will be directed to a UN Population Fund (UNFPA) project combating sexual violence against women and children in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

“My wife, Nane, recently visited this project, and met with survivors. Her experience is difficult to convey, but both Nane and I strongly believe that such projects bring to life, at the local level, our broader efforts to promote equality and human dignity worldwide,” Mr. Annan said.

“We very much welcome the Secretary-General’s generous contribution to this valuable project. This highlights his belief in the value of protecting the health and basic human rights of women and girls,” UNFPA Spokesman Abubakar Dungus told the UN News Service.

“The Award underscores the need for cultural understanding, and UNFPA is also an organization that believes in working in a culturally sensitive way to promote and protect the basic human rights and health of women, especially in poor countries all over the world,” he added.

The UNFPA-led project aims to reduce and prevent the incidence of sexual violence against women, adolescents and children in DRC through sensitization of the military and communities in three provinces, Orientale, Maniema and Equateur.

It also provides medical, psychosocial and legal assistance, as well as family support and community reintegration, for some 25,000 survivors of sexual violence.

At the same time, the project is helping to rehabilitate health centres and to reinforce community networks and lawyers associations through training and sensitization, while also helping to draft laws on sexual violence and to support the administration of justice.

Concerned at rising Middle East violence, Annan urges restraint on both sides

9 April - Reacting to the recent upsurge in Middle East violence, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on both sides to refrain from any measures that could cause a further escalation.

“The Secretary-General is extremely concerned about the continuation and intensification of violence in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory, including indiscriminate rocket attacks against Israel from Gaza, a suicide bombing last week, and major Israeli reprisal operations,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement.

He called on the Palestinian Authority “to take a clear public stand against violence and to take firm measures against the perpetrators of rocket attacks and suic ide bombings.” The Government of Israel was called on “to ensure that its responses are proportionate and do not endanger the civilian population.”

Mr. Annan asked both sides “to act in conformity with international law, and to refrain from taking any steps which further escalate the violence,” according to the statement, which was released in New York as well as Sevilla, Spain, where the Secretary-General is traveling.

UN food agency investigates deadly shooting near food convoy in Somalia

10 April - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today began investigating a deadly shooting near one of its food convoys in central Somalia, in which at least one militiaman was killed and a number injured when gunmen attacked the convoy on the road to the town of Baidoa.

The 70-truck convoy was subcontracted to a local vendor and there were no WFP personnel involved, a UN spokesman told reporters today, while the UN’s food agency said the violence occurred after negotiations to obtain safe passage for the convoy around road-blocks had failed.

“In the ensuing exchange of fire at least one militiaman was killed and a number injured,” WFP said, expressing regret for the loss of life.

Baidoa is 250 kilometres west of Mogadishu, the capital of the violence-wracked Horn of Africa country that has been torn apart by factional fighting ever since the collapse of President Muhammad Siad Barre’s regime 15 years ago.

In February, clashes erupted in Mogadishu and pirate attacks against aid ships have hampered UN efforts to provide emergency food to those in need, including more than two million affected by the worst drought in a decade.

Last month, the UN almost doubled its appeal for humanitarian aid for the impoverished country to more than $300 million.

UN relief chief calls on Middle East to channel more aid through United Nations

10 April - Praising countries of the Middle East for their charitable and humanitarian work, the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator called today for them to work more closely with the world body and channel more development aid through it, saying by doing so there would be greater global recognition of the contribution these States make while closer international partnerships would be a “win-win situation” for all.

Making the keynote address at an international humanitarian conference in Dubai, Jan Egeland said that his most recent missions, including trips to Uganda and Sudan, showed beyond doubt that the international community needed to strengthen its collective efforts to address the “pressing, but often forgotten,” humanitarian challenges of today.

“There needs to be greater recognition of the positive role that the Middle East plays in the delivery of charitable and humanitarian assistance. However, I would also point out that greater participation within the multilateral system could help bring about that recognition,” he told government, UN and development representatives at the Dubai International Humanitarian Aid and Development Conference and Exhibition.

“The international humanitarian response will be strengthened through greater cooperation; the United Nations humanitarian system will be reinforced and diversified; and the countries and aid agencies of the Middle East will be better able to tap international resources, help set the agenda and generate international recognition for their humanitarian activities.”

“Strengthening humanitarian partnerships and networks within the region and between the Middle East and other regions represents a win-win situation for all involved,” Mr. Egeland pointed out, saying also that the humanitarian community continued to be “perceived as too UN- and too Western-centric,” something the UN was trying to rectify.

He also highlighted various areas of recent collaboration, including contributions or pledges from the Governments of Kuwait, Pakistan, Egypt and Qatar, as well as the new Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), which will have up to $450 million available to be used as grants for jump-starting life-saving relief operations immediately when a natural disaster or other crisis strikes.

“We also value the excellent working relationship we have with Red Crescent organizations of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and other Gulf States. Our open, frank and constructive dialogue with charitable organizations from the Arab- Muslim world enables us better to understand specific challenges and constraints,” he concluded.

Jordanian general to lead UN force in Ethiopia and Eritrea

10 April - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has informed the Security Council of his intention to appoint a Jordanian Major-General with extensive peacekeeping experience as Force Commander of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE).

Mohammad Taisir Masadeh, who has served in various planning, command, liaison and training positions for Jordan’s contributions to UN peacekeeping, was previously Deputy Chief of Operations and Military Assistant to the Force Commander of the UN Protection Force in the Former Yugoslavia (UNPROFOR).

He replaces Major-General Rajender Singh of India, who completed an assignment of nearly two years.

Last week saw the departure of Mr. Annan’s Special Representative to the Ethiopia and Eritrea, Legwaila Joseph Legwaila, whose replacement has not yet been announced.

In March, the Council extended UNMEE’s mandate for one month, until 15 April, to allow recently revived border talks between the two countries a chance to break a volatile deadlock. The Council also reiterated its demands that Eritrea end its restrictions on UNMEE operations and that Ethiopia abide by decisions of the commission designated to settle the disputed border that had that caused war between the two countries.

Because of the parties’ intransigence on those issues, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called the situation of UNMEE “untenable” and has proposed a range of options to reconfigure the mission, ranging from redeployment to total withdrawal.
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“There needs to be greater recognition of the positive role that the Middle East plays in the delivery of charitable and humanitarian assistance. However, I would also point out that greater participation within the multilateral system could help bring about that recognition,” he told government, UN and development representatives at the Dubai International Humanitarian Aid and Development Conference and Exhibition.

“The international humanitarian response will be strengthened through greater cooperation; the United Nations humanitarian system will be reinforced and diversified; and the countries and aid agencies of the Middle East will be better able to tap international resources, help set the agenda and generate international recognition for their humanitarian activities.”

“Strengthening humanitarian partnerships and networks within the region and between the Middle East and other regions represents a win-win situation for all involved,” Mr. Egeland pointed out, saying also that the humanitarian community continued to be “perceived as too UN- and too Western-centric,” something the UN was trying to rectify.

He also highlighted various areas of recent collaboration, including contributions or pledges from the Governments of Kuwait, Pakistan, Egypt and Qatar, as well as the new Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), which will have up to $450 million available to be used as grants for jump-starting life-saving relief operations immediately when a natural disaster or other crisis strikes.

“We also value the excellent working relationship we have with Red Crescent organizations of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and other Gulf States. Our open, frank and constructive dialogue with charitable organizations from the Arab- Muslim world enables us better to understand specific challenges and constraints,” he concluded.

Nepal: after reports of death and injury, UN calls on army to use restraint

10 April - United Nations human rights officials have expressed grave concern at reports of shooting into a crowd of demonstrators by the Nepalese army resulting in death and injury, calling the incident a clear violation of international standards.

“It is essential that Government requires members of the security forces to observe their obligation to minimize use of force and firearms in the current context of demonstrations,” the Nepal representative of the Office of the UH High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Ian Martin, said in a statement over the weekend.

“The use of force against peaceful demonstrators is not acceptable. In the case of demonstrations involving aggressive throwing of rocks, bricks and other projectiles, security forces must exercise restraint and as far as possible use less dangerous means than firearms, so that they respect and preserve human life,” he added.

OHCHR-Nepal referred to Saturday’s reports of shootings in the central town of Pokhara in which one person was reportedly killed and at least one other injured.

“From OHCHR’s investigations, it is clear that the soldier resorted to excessive force in a situation where there was no direct threat to life,” it said.

Recent days have seen non-violent demonstrations challenging Government bans and curfews, and some aggressive demonstrations including throwing of rocks, bricks and other projectiles, and attacks on public property.

Last week, Secretary-General Kofi Annan voiced concern over the brewing confrontation just before the so-called “Seven- Party Alliance” was to begin banned protests and after many government opponents were reported arrested.
“While maintenance of law and order is the responsibility of the State, security considerations should not be the basis for denying citizens their right to peaceful protest – a right for which virtually all avenues seem to be closing,” he said in a statement.

After successful relief stage in Pakistani quake, UN warns against fall in aid

10 April - While the much talked about ‘donor fatigue’ did not occur during the relief phase for last year’s devastating Pakistani earthquake, any slackening of aid during the reconstruction stage could lead to hardship for many survivors next winter, a senior United Nations relief official has warned.

“The relief operation was complex and challenging but not necessarily the most difficult part of the job,” the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) coordinator for Pakistan, Jan Vandemoortele said, stressing that it will be a long haul before the affected people can return to their normal lives.

“The United Nations is confident that the international community will continue to show strong support.”

OCHA noted the “relative success of relief efforts for the 8 October quake, which killed over 73,000 people, injured nearly 70,000 and left millions more homeless. A second wave of deaths was avoided, no massive population movements took place and no epidemics broke out.

More than 500,000 tents were delivered, some 5 million iron sheets were distributed and over 6 million blankets/quilts were provided. A nutrition survey showed no major food deficiency compared to the pre-earthquake level. Recorded mortality in the affected areas was not higher than during the previous winter.

Thousands of latrine slabs were installed; safe water was restored to over 700,000 people. Over 1 million children were vaccinated against measles. Countless helicopters - from the Pakistani Military, UN, North Atlantic Treaty Alliance (NATO), United States and other countries - airlifted food and non-food items.

Mr. Vandemoortele attributed the success to strong national leadership and excellent international partnership. Noting that ‘donor fatigue’ did not occur, he said the UN Flash Appeal was generously funded.

But as the focus shifts to reconstruction, experience from other countries shows that activities tend to fall to a low ebb once relief phases out. If this were to happen, many survivors could face another difficult situation next winter, OCHA warned, noting that the humanitarian community is striving for a smooth transition.

The major challenges foreseen in the coming months are road accessibility in remote areas, potential land slides, continued assistance for vulnerable people, and ensuring that basic services reach universal coverage.

A few camps will remain for vulnerable people and groups with special needs, including orphans and unaccompanied children, people with physical disabilities, the elderly, landless people or urban residents who cannot camp in their backyards. Residual aid will focus on the neediest and will be delivered to foster early recovery in such projects as cash-forwork, food-for-work schemes and food for girls enrolled in school.

Asia-Pacific region faces staggering infrastructure needs, UN meeting is told

10 April - In spite of some gains in transport, notably the Trans-Asian Railway Network and the Asian Highway Network, a staggering $600 billion a year is needed for infrastructure development in Asia-Pacific region as a whole, a major United Nations regional meeting was told today.

“We must have a process to review the options and we must do this quickly,” the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Kim Hak-Su, declared in his policy speech to Ministers and highlevel officials from over 50 members meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Governments in the region must intervene with radical measures to address rising inequality, high levels of youth unemployment, and work quickly to rescue the 130 million children working instead of schooling.

In a statement read out for him by Mr. Kim, Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged delegates to ESCAP’s 62nd Commission Session to use the meeting to sustain the momentum generated by last September’s World Summit in New York.

“While world leaders did not achieve everything we might have hoped for, they did agree on progress on a broad front,” he said, stressing the creation of a Peacebuilding Commission, a Human Rights Council, a much-improved emergency fund, and a new Democracy Fund, as well as a pledge for collective action against genocide, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity.

An energy strategy with emphasis on energy efficiency, outstanding trade issues arising out of the Doha Development Agenda, exploitation and cross-border trafficking of women, and the AIDS epidemic are high on the agenda of the meeting which will seek ways to energize the region’s economies amidst the threats of natural disasters.

In his inaugural statement, Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono said infrastructure development must be in line with the principle of “infrastructures for all” in order to be meaningful. “It should ensure widespread social benefits and improve the quality of life of all our people, including the poor, especially those in remote rural areas,” he added.

Monday’s focus was on the Pacific countries in the first Pacific Leaders ESCAP Special Session (PLUS), with the leaders voicing their concerns and discussing how Asia could be of help in strengthening Pacific -Asia partnerships.

Speaking on behalf of the Pacific island countries, Marshall Islands President Kessai Note said there was a critical need for balanced development that would ensure win-win outcomes for all. “There is a particular concern over the environment in the Pacific, addressing the impact of climate change and rising sea levels,” he added.

“The sustainable use of natural Pacific resources, whether for tourism promotion or trade, has been strongly emphasized.

The message is loud and clear. New and extended partnerships with Pacific island developing countries are necessary for the sustainable development of the region.”

Headquartered in Bangkok, Thailand, ESCAP is the largest of the UN’s five Regional Commissions in terms of population served and area covered. The only inter-governmental forum covering the entire Asia-Pacific region, it aims to promote economic activity and social progress in developing countries throughout the area.

UN official calls for breaking logjam on nuclear disarmament front

10 April - With virtual stagnation on the disarmament front despite heightened global concern over the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) and the risk of them falling into terrorist hands, a senior United Nations official today called for urgent new momentum, especially with regard to nuclear arms.

“Recent developments have further tested the effectiveness of multilateral disarmament machinery,” Under-Secretary- General for Disarmament Affairs Nobuaki Tanaka told the UN Disarmament Commission as it opened its annual session in New York.

“The Commission’s recent record has itself been far from satisfactory. In 2003 the session concluded without reaching consensus on concrete proposals to advance nuclear disarmament or confidence-building measures in the field of conventional arms. No consensus was achieved on agenda items for its 2004 and 2005 sessions and no substantive meetings were held in 2005,” he said.

“In 2006 I believe that we have to do better. It falls in large measure to this session of the Commission to provide fresh momentum. One should not lose such an opportunity. It is imperative that we draw lessons from the setbacks that we witnessed last year,” he added, stressing that the lack of consensus on disarmament and non-proliferation at the 2005 UN Summit showed how much work remains to be done.

The Commission, a subsidiary body of the General Assembly established in 1952, generally considers two items each year, including one nuclear-related topic.

Mr. Tanaka said that Secretary-General Kofi Annan had encapsulated the nature of the difficulties and set them in their wider context when he told the Summit that Members States gad inexcusably let posturing thwart results at both at that meeting and at the failed review conference on the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

“It is our responsibility, more than ever, to use this opportunity to strengthen the disarmament machinery to effectively deal with new emerging threats and challenges,” Mr. Tanaka declared. “It is to be hoped therefore that over the next three weeks you will be able to provide guidance on the fundamental question of complete nuclear disarmament.”

But he also warned that he preponderant focus on the WMD threat should not lessen the attention given to the regulation and reduction of conventional arms and armed forces.

“Despite the fact that much progress has been made by the international community in certain areas, such as for instance in addressing the problem of illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons, their proliferation continues to pose a serious threat to peace and security in too many regions of the world,” he warned.

Further progress made towards eliminating blinding eye disease – UN reports

10 April - With the estimated number of people affected by the infectious eye disease, blinding trachoma, dropping from 360 million people to 80 million over the past 21 years, several more countries are on track to eliminate the scourge, the United Nations health agency announced today.

“This is very encouraging progress,” UN World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Lee Jongwook

told the 10th meeting of the agency’s Alliance for the Global Elimination of Blinding Trachoma (GET 2020) in Geneva. “If countries continue at this rate, the global goal to eliminate blinding trachoma as a public health problem by 2020 can be achieved.”

At the meeting Iran, Mexico, Morocco and Oman reported successfully implementing their national strategies of interventions necessary for eliminating trachoma, based on the WHO-recommended SAFE strategy.

The strategy emphasizes comprehensive public health action and stands for lid surgery (S), antibiotics to treat the infection (A), facial cleanliness (F); and environmental changes (E). If implemented comprehensively, the strategy could prevent virtually all cases of blindness.

Trachoma, which affects the poorest and most remote rural areas of 56 countries in Africa, Asia, Central and South America, Australia and the Middle East, originates from an eye infection that is spread from person to person, frequently from child to child and from child to mother within the family, especially in conditions of water shortages, flies, and crowded households.

Through discharge from an infected person's eyes, it is passed on by hands, on clothing, or by flies that land on the person's face. Infections often begin during infancy or childhood and become chronic. If left untreated, these infections eventually cause the eyelid to turn inward which in turn causes the eye lashes to rub on the eyeball, resulting in intense pain and scarring of the front of the eye.

This ultimately leads to irreversible blindness, typically beginning between ages 30-40 and often resulting in deepening poverty for individuals and their families. Women are blinded two to three times more often than men, probably due to their close contact with affected children.

Launched under WHO leadership in 1997 to support country implementation of the SAFE strategy, GET2020 is open to members from all sectors - public, non-governmental and commercial, willing to work with governments. Members include national governments, research institutions, foundations, and the pharmaceutical industry.

Exhibition at UN Headquarters highlights Kazakhstan nuke tests, economy

10 April - With 1.3 million people in the Semipalatinsk region of Kazakhstan still suffering from the effects of almost 40 years of nuclear tests and the local economy still reeling from the collapse of the Soviet Union, an exhibition has opened at United Nations headquarters to highlight the area’s plight.

Following a call from the General Assembly for Secretary-General Kofi Annan to continue his efforts to increase world public awareness of the problems of the region, Kazakhstan, along with Struan Stevenson, Member of the European Parliament, opened the photo exhibit in the main lobby in New York on Friday.

The General Assembly, in its resolution, maintains that the recent economic prosperity experienced by Kazakhstan as a whole is insufficient to resolve the deeply rooted and highly technical problems of radioactive contamination in the Semipalatinsk region.

It adds that new Government programmes, if combined with international partnership assistance, could produce better results than those that have been achieved thus far.
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The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General in Spain
In Seville, Spain, this morning, the Secretary-General today accepted the first Seville Node between Cultures Award, conferred by the Seville Noda Foundation to recognize an individual’s contribution to cross-cultural understanding among Christians, Jews and Muslims.

In accepting the award, the Secretary-General said, “there is a need to unlearn our collective prejudices” and promote dialogue based on the premise that diversity is a precious gift, and not a threat.

He received a 30,000-euro prize, which he said would be directed by the Foundation at his request to the UN Population Fund, to support a project combating sexual violence against women and children in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  That shelter project was visited by Mrs. Annan during a recent trip to Kisangani, when she was there with the Secretary-General last month.

And we have copies of the Secretary-General’s statement upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council met this morning to adopt two resolutions.  With the first, it decided to extend the term of a temporary judge at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia.

And with the second, it authorized the transfer of an infantry battalion, as well as military observers and a military hospital, from the UN Mission in Burundi to the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and that until 1 July 2006.  And the Secretary-General had requested that transfer to deal with the elections in June in DRC.

The Council then held consultations on Sierra Leone and other matters.

And I think the President of the Council, the Ambassador of China, briefed you a short while ago.

** Middle East
Yesterday, we did issue a statement on Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

In the statement, the Secretary-General expressed his extreme concern about the continuation and intensification of violence in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including indiscriminate rocket attacks against Israel from Gaza, a suicide bombing last week, and major Israeli reprisal operations.

The Secretary-General calls on the Palestinian Authority to take a clear public stand against violence and to take firm measures against the perpetrators of rocket attacks and suicide bombings.

The Secretary-General calls on the Government of Israel to ensure that its responses are proportionate and do not endanger the civilian population.

He asks both sides to act in conformity with international law, and to refrain from taking any steps which further escalate the violence.

**Humanitarian Aid
Jan Egeland, the Under Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, today gave the keynote address at the third annual Dubai International Humanitarian Aid and Development Conference.

He encouraged the Governments and non-governmental organizations from the Middle East to work with the United Nations to develop stronger partnerships in the region and to make their joint humanitarian work more effective.

He also recognized the prominent role of the region in charitable and humanitarian work and said there should be greater recognition for it.  The humanitarian community continues to be perceived as too UN- and too Western-centric, he said.

**WFP -- Somalia
Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) today is investigating a shooting incident near one of its food convoys in Somalia on Monday, in which there was loss of life and several persons were also wounded.

This convoy was en route to Baidoa, some 250 kilometres west of Mogadishu, when the incident occurred, according to the agency.

The 70-truck convoy was subcontracted to a local vendor and there were no WFP personnel involved.

The World Food Programme said it regrets the loss of life.

**Secretary-General Appointment
Today, the Secretary-General informed the Security Council of his intention to appoint Major-General Mohammad Taisir Masadeh of Jordan as the new Force Commander for the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE).  He replaces Major-General Rajender Singh of India who will have completed his two-year assignment.

**Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
And in a message to the annual meeting of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the Secretary-General urged the delegates meeting in Jakarta to sustain the momentum generated by last September’s World Summit.

And his message was delivered by the Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission, Kim Hak-Su.

**Budget
And a budget note, Botswana today sent us a cheque -- last Friday rather –- sent us a cheque, which brings to 74 the number of Member States fully paid up for the current budget.

And Botswana sent us a check of about $205,000.

**Correction
One correction from a note we read out on Friday concerning the World Food Programme’s activities in the DRC.  The World Food Programme reports that the airdrop of food into the Katanga area of the Democratic Republic of the Congo was just that -- a low-level airdrop, and not a parachute food drop, as we had reported.

WFP says it finds the low-level airdrops much more accurate and safer.  And we do apologize for our mistake.

*Press Conference
And at 11 a.m. tomorrow morning, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, José Antonio Ocampo, and the Head of Division for Sustainable Development, JoAnne DiSano, will launch a new report called “Trends in Sustainable Development” that calls for an integrated approach to tackling energy issues, poverty eradication, air pollution and climate change.

And the report is being launched in advance of next month’s Commission on Sustainable Development.

And that is it for me.  Any questions?  Yes.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  I wanted to ask you –- the Security Council President went to the stakeout today and said that the Secretary-General is trying to have voluntary contributions to have a solid foundation for the Charles Taylor trial, for the ICC.  And I know that he’s done that -– he’s made certain calls for people to contribute money.  Is he doing anything specific right now for that?

Spokesman:  Yes, he sent out a letter last week to all Member States appealing for funds for the Special Court.

Question:  Any comeback on that?

Spokesman:  Not that I’m aware of yet.  James.

Question:  I have a question about the financial disclosure forms that were meant to be completed by the end of March.  Has everyone completed the financial disclosure forms now?

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  I can see what I can find out on that.

Question:  It was announced previously in this room that the Secretary-General was going to be the first person to sign the financial disclosure form.  Has he done so?

Spokesman:  I can see what I can find out on the financial disclosure form issues.

Question:  Just another question [inaudible] find out.  Can you see how he handled the Zayed Prize on that?

Spokesman:  The Zayed Prize -– we’ve said publicly that the Zayed Prize would go towards a foundation the Secretary-General intends to start after he leaves office, and that foundation is being set up and will focus on girls’ education and agricultural development in Africa.

Question:  One more question --

Spokesman:  Why don’t you give me all your questions?

Correspondent:  -- question was how he handled the Zayed Prize on the financial disclosure form.

Spokesman:  As I said, I’ll see what information I can get you on the financial disclosure forms.

Question:  I have some other ones about financial disclosure forms.

Spokesman:  Can we –-

Correspondent: Well, if you want [inaudible] --

Spokesman:  Go ahead, James.

Question:  I also have a question about subsidized rental housing among senior members of the Secretariat.  I understand a number of senior members of the Secretariat get subsidized rental housing.  Can we have a list of the people who get subsidized rental housing and who subsidizes it?

Spokesman:  Do you have any other question?  I mean, I will find out answers to your –- see what I can find out on your questions.

Correspondent:  I wanted to know whether Mark Malloch Brown on his financial disclosure form declared his housing as subsidized rental housing.

Spokesman:  I think Mr. Malloch Brown was very clear in answering those questions, I think directly to you, and in a number of other forms, that he pays fair market rate for his house.

Question:  Just a question -- follow-up on that.  Given that the previous occupant appeared to pay two and a half thousand dollars a month more than he did, I’d like to know if that’s also the opinion of the Ethics Office.  And to that end, whether we could perhaps have a briefing from the new person in charge of the Ethics Office, Nancy Hurtz-Soyka, whether she could perhaps come down and brief us on the financial disclosure forms and some of these ethical issues that have come up.

Spokesman:  We’ll see if we can get somebody down from the Ethics Office, but I would reiterate my answer on Mr. Malloch Brown.

Question:  On Wednesday, this Wednesday, the Secretary-General, together with the President of the General Assembly, Mr. Eliasson, will visit the [International] Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The Hague.  What is the message that the Secretary-General will deliver to those in Court?

Spokesman:  Well, I think the intent of his trip to The Hague is for the anniversary of the International Court of Justice.  That is the focus of his trip.

He will also take the opportunity while in The Hague to visit the ICC and the ICTY.  The Secretary-General has underscored a number of times the importance the ICTY is doing, but more importantly, noted that a number of people are missing from the dock in the ICTY and need to be brought to justice and that is Mr. Mladic and Mr. Karadzic.  Yes?

Question:  I wanted to know about this reported raid on the UN Office in Iraq.  Is it true that that happened and that Mr. Qazi’s office itself was raided?  There are some reports.

Spokesman:  As I’ve said, I think here on Thursday or Friday, first of all, I want to reiterate the Secretary-General’s full confidence in the work that Mr. Qazi is doing under very difficult circumstances in Iraq, and that whenever allegations are made, those are routinely looked into.  But that’s all I have to say on that specific issue.

Question:  There was no raid?

Spokesman:  I have no further details to offer you on that.

Question:  I wanted to ask you about this other one -– on the Palestinian-Israeli situation which is going out of control again.  The way it looks right now that Israeli authorities are just going to starve off the Palestinians and draw their unilateral border, the way it is going on.  Because they’ve stopped their own aid, Palestinian money, and no money coming from either the United States or the EU.  Where does this situation go?  And the World Health Organization warning that the situation is going to be bad to worse.  What is it that the Secretary-General can do?

Spokesman:  The situation as a whole is of extreme concern to the Secretary-General.  And as I think we’ve said, he’s been working the phones, talking to a number of his Quartet colleagues, but there are political decisions that need to be made.  And meanwhile the humanitarian work of the UN goes on, mostly obviously with UNRWA.

Question:  Speaking of the Zayed Prize and the one that the Secretary-General is being awarded today, did you ever disclose what the Secretary-General doing with his half of the Nobel Prize a couple years ago?

Spokesman:  Yes, if I’m not mistaken, it went to a foundation for the children of fallen peacekeepers.  And that information, I think, was made public when it was taken.

Question:  The one today is what?

Spokesman:  The one today was given to him by the Noda Foundation in Seville.  It’s 30,000 euros, and he’s asked the Foundation to give that money to UNFPA directly so it can go to a shelter that Mrs. Annan visited in Kisangani in the DRC which treats mostly young women who have been the victims of rape in the area.

Question:  Why is he dealing with that money differently from the money from the Zayed Prize?  Why doesn’t –-

Spokesman:  It’s his decision.  I think the visit to the centre by Mrs. Annan had a great impact on her and on him, and he feels that it’s a very, very good use of this money.

Question:  Why the delay given the obvious need for this foundation he’s going to set up?  Why the delay in setting it up?  Why doesn’t he set it up now?

Spokesman:  Well the foundation is in the process of being set up.

Question:  What does that mean?

Spokesman:  That means a legal framework and see exactly where this –-

Question:  [Inaudible] why doesn’t set up before he leaves?

Spokesman:  Well, it’s in the process of being set up.  You may be able to set up a foundation in 24 hours, but most people, it takes a bit of time.

Question:  It takes [inaudible] months to set up –-

Spokesman:  You want to do it properly.

Question:  Where is the money now?

Spokesman:  The money is being held in an account -– in an escrow account.

Question:  Who controls the escrow account?

Spokesman:  The gift was to the Secretary-General.  The Secretary-General has made it clear that all the money will go to the foundation, and as you well know, the Volcker report also made clear that every penny he’s received of prizes has gone to charitable purposes.

Thank you.
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Bird flu may have infected people in West Africa (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Reuters:_Bird_flu" ��Reuters�)


Lake Victoria groans as pollution takes toll (� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_Mail_&" ��The Mail & Guardian�)


South Korea Chokes on Yellow Dust, More Storms Seen (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Reuters:_South_Korea" ��Reuters�)


UNEP gives support to planning programme (� HYPERLINK  \l "_The_Standard_(Nairobi):" ��The Standard�)


Ocean Dead Zones Cause Sex Changes In Fish Increases Extinction Threat (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Space_Daily:_" ��Space Daily�)  


Drug licence pleases tribesmen (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Khaleej_Times:_Drug" ��Khaleej Times�)


Lyin' Tamer - On global warming (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Grist_Magazine:_Lyin'" ��Grist Magazine�)





Klaus Töpfer geht - und bleibt (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Sonnenseite.com:__Klaus" ��Sonnenseite.com�) 





Is The UN Ready For A Woman? (� HYPERLINK  \l "_Sonnenseite.com:__Klaus" ��The Philippine Daily Inquirer�)
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