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Other Environment News
· Ukrainian mourners mark 20th anniversary of Chernobyl tragedy (Xinhua)
· The Chernobyl  Disaster (BBC)
· Ukrainians try to make sense of Chernobyl tragedy on eve of mournful anniversary (Kyiv Post)
· Tchernobyl: 20 ans après, la page n'est pas tournée (Le Figaro)
· Au Bélarus, le gouvernement encourage le repeuplement de villages contaminés par Tchernobyl (Le Nouvel Observateur)
· Chernóbil, 20 años de sarcófago (La Nueva España)
· CIS calls for global effort to ensure safety at Chernobyl site (RIA Novosti)
· Percer les mystères du nuage de Tchernobyl en 5 questions (Futura Sciences)
· First at Chernobyl, Burning Still (New York Times)
· Canada contributes additional C$8 million for Chernobyl reactor shelter (Associated Press)
· Chernóbil, 20 años de la catástrofe nuclear en ex URSS (Diario El Mundo)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROA
· ROWA


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  25 April 2006
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  25 April 2006
Prensa Latina:Destaca directivo del PNUMA programa de protección ambiental cubano
Marlen Borges

25.4.2006

Panamá, 25 abr (PL) El director regional del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Ricardo Sánchez, resaltó hoy aquí el programa de protección medioambiental cubano.

Sánchez, quien se encuentra en Panamá participando en el II Congreso Mesoamericano de Areas Protegidas que se inauguró ayer en esta capital, dijo a Prensa Latina que la isla caribeña fue uno de los pocos países que comprendió tempranamente la necesidad de la conservación y recuperación de los suelos.

Cuba, Uruguay y Costa Rica son las únicas naciones latinoamericanas que lograron aumentar su superficie boscosa pues todas las demás las disminuyeron, apuntó.

Actualmente el principal problema del ambiente existente en Cuba es la degradación de las tierras pero cuentan con planes de reforestación de mejores prácticas agrícolas y manejo integrado de cuencas para superar los problemas del área rural, añadió Sánchez.

Cuba partió de serios problemas pues el desarrollo cañero del siglo XX deforestó prácticamente al país y sin embargo en 1959 tenía sólo un 14 por ciento del territorio cubierto de bosques y en la actualidad posee más del 30 por ciento.

Agregó además que en la isla caribeña existen también programas de prevención contra los desastres naturales que van desde la protección costera hasta la movilización de la sociedad. 

Hay fenómenos climatológicos que hacen grandes daños en otros países que en Cuba no producen prácticamente ningún impacto.

No podemos negar que si ocurren importantes pérdidas económicas pero se preserva lo más esencial, la vida humana, sostuvo.

Durante la inauguración del foro, el director regional del PNUMA expresó su gran satisfacción por la presencia de todos los factores implicados con la protección del entorno y no sólo de científicos y expertos.

La utilización de planes económicos en función de la conservación del medio y las comunidades es el eje del desarrollo sostenible, resaltó.

Concluyó planteando que en Centroamérica está concentrada la población rural más grande de Latinoamérica y la más pobre pero la región posee una extraordinaria biodiversidad que debe ser bien utilizada.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Cuban News Agency (ACN):  UN Praises Cuba’s Environmental Program 

25.4.2006
Havana, April 25 (ACN) Cuba’s practices in environmental protection were extolled by Ricardo Sanchez, the regional director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

Sanchez —who is participating in the 2nd Mesoamerican Conference on Protected Areas, taking place in Panama City from April 24-28— said to the Prensa Latina news agency that “Only Cuba, Uruguay and Costa Rica have increased their forested areas, while the rest of Latin American nations face widening deforestation.”  

The expert in environmental preservation added that “Today the main environmental problem in Cuba is soil erosion.” Nonetheless, on the island “programs for continual reforestation, improving agricultural practices and the integral management of basins are being implemented in rural areas to address that issue,” he pointed out, 

Cuba’s deforestation is linked to the development of cane sugar industry during the 20th century. In 1959 Cuba had only 14 percent of its land covered by forests, while today forests cover over 30 percent of the island. 

The specialist also highlighted how the potentially devastating impact of environmental phenomena on the island is controlled thanks to natural disaster protection programs implemented by the Cuban government.

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Herald Sun (Australia):  Nuclear bus crash
 Andrew Bolt
26.4.2006

More people died in a bus crash in India than at Chernobyl, which might shock those silly enough to believe Peter Garrett.

WHO would have thought that 20 years after a nuclear explosion at Chernobyl vomited poison on the planet, we'd be mourning a disaster even more deadly.

But last week a bus carrying wedding guests from Raha, in northwest India, skidded off a rainy road and plunged into a pond. 

At least 51 people died, more than have been killed so far by the Chernobyl blast.

As I said, deadlier than Chernobyl. But no professional alarmist can hope to pretend we all face doom from some Indian bus.

And so the papers this past week reported not this boring crash, but -- for the 20th straight year -- more apocalyptic hype about a nuclear disaster, which we're told may have killed hundreds of thousands of people, or could. But which in fact never did, or will.

Ignore all that wailing. Chernobyl's true message on today's anniversary is simple.

The Chernobyl accident killed very few people. More lives were lost from the panic than from the explosion.

This may shock those of you silly enough to believe Peter Garrett, Labor's former president of the Australian Conservation Foundation, when he claimed the ''accident caused the deaths of more than 30,000 people''.

It will surely stun any who put their faith in the ACF when it said ''250,000 people have died as a result of the Chernobyl tragedy''. It may even alarm people who trusted any one of the Green franchises -- Britain's Green Party, say, which claimed 180,000 dead so far, and dying by the skipload.

Perhaps you should have listened instead to the world's greatest authorities on Chernobyl's effects on health -- experts who last year tried yet again to calm the world with the facts.

These were the members of the Chernobyl Forum -- scientists and doctors drawn from eight specialist United Nations bodies, including the World Health Organisation, International Atomic Energy Agency, UN Environment Program and UN Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation. With them were others appointed by the worst-hit countries: Ukraine, Belarus and Russia. A smarter jury you won't get.

Their 600-page report last September concluded that the only long-term health effect of Chernobyl was thyroid cancer in children, easily cured in almost every case.

And bottom line: The true death toll so far was not 250,000 or even Garrett's 30,000, but fewer than 50.

THAT'S right. Fifty, many of them workers hit by the initial blast.

The report did predict another 9000 people would one day die of illnesses caused by the fallout (if old age doesn't get them first), but that's just another prediction. All earlier ones were too high.

The forum chairman, Dr Burton Bennett, seemed sure these findings would finally end the debate.

On he chattered, assuming he'd be heard: Yes, Chernobyl had hit hard the workers at the site, and the children who'd suffered thyroid cancer afterwards.

''By and large, however, we have not found profound negative health impacts to the rest of the population in surrounding areas, nor have we found widespread contamination that would continue to pose a substantial threat to human health, within (sic) a few exceptional, restricted areas.''

But what about the emotive stories we've since seen -- such as Richard Carleton's blame-Chernobyl report on Channel 9's 60 Minutes?

It seems some people still blame Chernobyl for anything and everything, so spooked have they become.

It's this great fear that is the real sickness of Chernobyl. As the Chernobyl Forum warned: ''Persistent myths and misconceptions about the threat of radiation have resulted in paralysing fatalism among residents of affected areas.'' Myths spread by whom, we might ask.

The forum said ''lack of accurate information'' had had a ''damaging psychological impact'', but it has also cost many lives.

Remember those scary stories at the time of the explosion that mutant-making radiation was spewing into the sky?

As medical studies confirm, pregnant women as far away as Italy, Denmark, Norway, Hungary and Greece were so terrified many had abortions rather than risk having a baby with three eyes. In all, the IAEA estimates as many as 200,000 extra women had abortions in the panic after Chernobyl.

What makes this tragedy worse is that the children they were carrying were in fact perfectly safe.

Dr Frank Castronovo, associate professor of radiology at the Harvard Medical School, summed up in his study on birth defects: ''The scientific information available now shows no evidence that the radiation exposures of pregnant women from Chernobyl produced any harmful effects.''

So, who does he blame for all those dead children? ''(N)ewspaper reporters playing up anecdotal stories of children with birth defects and leukemia.''

He's not alone in accusing professional panic merchants -- journalists and the green preachers who feed them horror stories.

A study by the Danish Board of Health likewise found that although ''almost no increased rate of birth defects was expected'' after Chernobyl ''the role of the mass media'' caused abortions to soar.

Fear was more fatal than fallout. But have we learned this lesson? Have we learned not to trust those whose job was to panic us about Chernobyl then and to panic us over global warming today?

NOT a bit of it. Instead, Greenpeace, ever shameless, got acres of space in newspapers this month to again tell tales of radioactive corpses.

It had a new study, it claimed, that put the true death toll from Chernobyl at 200,000 so far, with another 93,000 to die lingering deaths.

Stuck in hyperdrive, it insisted that ''one nuclear reactor can contaminate half the Earth''.

Who called out Greenpeace for spreading such nonsense? Which reporter thought to accuse it of peddling baseless fears yet again of the kind that once terrified women into killing their unborn children?

Instead, readers were fed more overcooked headlines such as ''Chernobyl still poisons bodies and minds'' and ''Chernobyl still killing 20 years on''. All for an accident that's so far claimed fewer lives than a bus crash.

Agreed, Chernobyl was a tragedy. But the greater and deadlier tragedy was the fear deliberately spread by people who are still at that reckless game today.

Let's remember Chernobyl, but we remember it best by not forgetting who used it to frighten people to death.
____________________________________________________________________________

This Day (Nigeria):  The Need To Save Tomorrow for Everyone
04.25.2006
Imagine living in or being a citizen (or both) of a country that could disappear in the foreseeable future. As the world marks another Earth Day Bukola Olatunji writes that 'Education for Sustainable Development' is the way to go.

Tuvalu, a remote island nation in the Pacific faces an uncertain future. Nature, a Science and Medicine journal, reports that the tiny developing nation is on the front line of climate change. If sea levels rise as much as many climate change researchers predict, Tuvalu could one day disappear. The country's topography makes it vulnerable: the highest land is just five metres above sea level. This year, Tuvalu has had some of its highest ever tides - nearly 1.5 metres above the average. 
A sea level rise of 20-40 centimetres in the next 100 years could make Tuvalu uninhabitable, severely eroding coasts, contaminating agricultural land and undermining buildings.  But not of all the scientists who flock to Tuvalu agree on the evidence.
Some say the observations show that sea levels are rising much faster on Tuvalu than the global average of two millimetres a year. Others dispute this, saying the rise is no faster than elsewhere, while some argue that poor coastal management is contributing to erosion in tandem with rising seas.
Meanwhile, Tuvalu itself has taken action - joining the United Nations specifically to highlight climate change, and making plans for resettlement. While many locals feel this could threaten their cultural identity, it may be the price they have to pay for survival.
For some readers, Tuvalu may sound so far away, almost none existent. In fact, some may be hearing the name of the country for the first time. But let us come a little nearer home. The BBC recently reported what many Nigerians already know, but care little about – Lake Chad is disappearing! The report titled, ‘Slow death of Africa’s Lake Chad’ revealed that the lake, shared by Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon, and Niger - has receded to less than 20 percent of its former volume. Global warming is being blamed, as well as water extraction. 
Baga that was a waterfront town, just 30 years ago, is now stranded many kilometres from the lake as the land around it becomes desert. Forty years ago, there was 15, 000 square miles (24, 135 Sq. Km) of water. Now the latest satellite pictures put it at just over 500 square miles (805 Sq. Km), and falling. 
At the lake bank, reports the BBC, fishermen were pulling small black catfish from a large cylindrical fish trap made from bamboo. The catch was tiny. 
"Before, you could fill about 30 of these traps with fish," said the fishermen, Musa Niger. "But now even if I put hundreds of these traps out, I hardly fill one because of the lack of fish." 
He said the day's catch was worth about N750 naira, whereas a few years ago he could sometimes earn N15, 000 Naira for a day's fishing. 
BBC further reports that there is no single cause for the disappearance of Lake Chad. Global warming is one factor blamed and local people say rainfall has been steadily reducing by about five to 10mm a year. Other factors include irrigation and the damming of rivers feeding the lake for hydro-electric schemes, which have all combined to devastating effect. For the last 15 years the countries that border the lake have been talking about plans to replenish the lake. A fifth country - the Central African Republic - joined them to form the Lake Chad Basin Commission. 
Plans are under way to build a dam and 97km of canals to pump water uphill from the Congo River to the River Chari, one of the rivers that feed the lake, and then on to Lake Chad.  The project is highly ambitious and has taken years to raise the £3.5 million needed for a feasibility study, which has not yet begun. 
In another report, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) says during 1998 alone, 70 percent of all corals in the Indian Ocean, from Africa to India, died as a result of coral bleaching caused by high sea temperatures.
Recent studies show that the Arctic Sea ice has thinned by 43 percent over the last three decades. One could go on. The Nigerian situation is a story for another day. Saturday, April 22 was the Earth Day. On that day in 1970, a Wednesday, an estimated 20 million Americans, mobilised by Senator Gaylord Nelson, gathered together at different locations throughout the United States of America, to demonstrate for a cleaner environment. That marked the first ‘Earth Day’, now celebrated worldwide. Activities geared towards making the earth a better place to live have gained momentum ever since, culminating in the launching of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (UNDESD) to run from 2005 to 2014. 
Speaking at the regional launch of the decade, during the Biennial meeting of the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA) in Libreville, Gabon, UNESCO’s Assistant Director General for Education, Mr. Peter Smith said, “Education for Sustainable Development is a framework for partnership and collaboration, bringing together a great diversity of interests and concerns.”
It is a life-wide and lifelong endeavour which challenges individuals, institutions and societies to view tomorrow as a day that belongs to all of us, or it will not belong to anyone. 
Coming after the Education for All (EFA) and the United Nations Literacy Decade (UNLD), Africa Union (AU)’s First and Second Decade for Education in Africa (2006-2015), is this not one launching too many? What does it means? Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr. Kofi Annan had said that, “our biggest challenge in this new century is to take an idea that seems abstract – sustainable development- and turn it into a reality for all the world’s people.”
Prof. Heila Lotz of Rhodes University, South Africa said, “Education for all deals with access and quality to education, the literacy decade deals with participation and equity, the AU’s declaration of a second Decade of Education for Africa embraces the aims of these previous declarations as well as putting education in the forefront of Africa’s implementation strategy. 
“Are all these initiatives different streams of water? No. Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) helps us to target our educational policies towards a realisable goal. For example, if you have a goal then the act should be consistent with the goal. ESD targets the bigger picture of sustainable development, adding purpose, focus, value, vision and the vital intergenerational connection.
During the 33rd session of the UNESCO General Conference, held in Paris, October last year, Delegates who participated in the Education Commission II (Education) meeting had expressed the wish for a strategy that ensures coherence between the UNLD, EFA and the UNDESD.
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)’s Head of Environmental Education and Training, Ms. Akpezi Ogbuigwe, who quoted Lotz at the recent regional launch, said, “In simple terms, ESD is education to effect change. It envisages a new approach to education that will simultaneously protect the environment and provide for social, cultural, economic and personal well – being, which together form the foundation for human and global security.”
The Decade therefore offers Africa the opportunity to uncover our educational processes and discover the underlying strengths and weaknesses. Furthermore, the Decade with its underlying values of 
–Respect for dignity and human rights of all people throughout the world and a commitment to social and economic justice for all;
–Respect for the human rights of future generations and a commitment to intergenerational responsibility; 
–Respect and care for the greater community of life in all its diversity which involves the protection and restoration of Earth’s ecosystems;
–Respect for cultural diversity and a commitment to build locally and globally a culture of tolerance, non-violence and peace 
It also offers a global platform for dealing with fundamental issues of debt burden and health issues i.e. HIV/Aids, malaria; market access, technology transfer and good governance.
The DESD poses different challenges to countries and regions of the world. The task is particularly daunting for Africa in view of its widespread poverty, illiteracy, diseases and underdevelopment.
 Mrs. Ogbuigwe added that, “DESD gives Africa the opportunity to take the bull by the horn and redesign its educational structures to provide answers to these challenges. What is the purpose of education if it cannot produce answers to Africa’s debilitating problems?” she asked.
“The solutions to our problems must be mainstreamed into our educational system. A people’s progress, values, lifestyles, environment and governance structure is as good as their education! The education of African children and people is vital to Africa’s present and future economic growth, democracy and freedom and environmental sustainability”, she further said.
According to UNESCO, the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm in 1972, helped to focus attention on environmental concerns and in the years following the conference, the global community acknowledged that more exploration was needed of the inter-relationships between the environment and socio-economic issues of poverty and underdevelopment. Thus the concept of sustainable development emerged in the 1980s in response to a growing realisation of the need to balance economic and social progress with concern for the environment and the stewardship of natural resources.
The concept gained worldwide momentum with the publication of ‘Our Common Future’ by the World Commission on Environment and Development in 1987. The Commission defined sustainable development in the publication as “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. ” This definition considers that while development may be essential to satisfy human needs and improve quality of life, it should occur in such a way that the capacity of the natural environment to meet present and future needs is not compromised.
The UN Conference on Environment and Development in 1992, the Earth Summit, gave high priority in its Agenda 21 to the role of education in pursuing the kind of development that would respect and nurture the natural environment. It focused on the process of orienting and re-orienting education in order to foster values and attitudes of respect for the environment and envisaged ways and means of doing so. By the time of the Johannesburg Summit in 2002 the vision broadened to encompass social justice and the fight against poverty as key principles of development that is sustainable. The human and social aspects of sustainable development meant that solidarity, equity, partnership and cooperation were as crucial as scientific approaches to environmental protection. Besides re-affirming the educational objectives of the Millennium Development Goals and the Education for All Dakar Framework for Action, the Summit proposed the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development as a way of signalling that education and learning lie at the heart of approaches to sustainable development.
 The 2002 Johannesburg Summit broadened the vision of sustainable development and re-affirmed the educational objectives of the Millennium Development Goals and the Education for All Dakar Framework for Action, the Summit proposed the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development and the United Nations General Assembly in its 57th Session in December 2002, proclaimed the Decade.
Some of the milestones recorded by UNEP, towards the implementation of the environment component of the UNDESD include, its strategy for Environmental Education and Training, published last year.
 Together with UNESCO and other partners, UNEP will be launching an ESD Innovation programme for African Universities called the MESA (mainstreaming environment and sustainability in African Universities) University Partnership. 
This initiative aims to contribute to the quality and policy relevance of university education in Africa in the context of sustainable development.
 UNEP has also produced educational resources for Africa like the Africa Environment Outlook that provides up to date information on Africa. There is also an Innovation Resource kit that contains modules and materials to help university lecturers mainstream environment and sustainability in   their teaching and research. 
Can we really achieve this task of ESD? Ogbuigwe said, “Yes, with: the involvement and commitment of all, living partnerships, passionate and dedicated teachers,financial drive and political will, aggressive effective internal and external coordination, with everyone working as a team towards   a common goal
Will Education take us where we need to go? Ogbuigwe supplied the answer in a poem:
Only if we turn our hearts,   take what we know in our heads and create a defence for the weaker among us, For the environment where we live
For we are way past the Darwinian age a And its not survival of the fittest, Survival is surer for us all, If we all work to defend our lives, Against the predators of prejudice and injustice, Against inordinate consumption and greed, Which exist in our lifestyles right now, Because we KNOW, , and are equipped with the right education  We can truly partner… as equals,  And we can take a stand to rename ourselves…
Not as the developed world,  developing or underdeveloped, , Nor as first, second or third world But as humanity. A people with a vision, a people who care!

_____________________________________________________________________________

Daily Trust (Abuja): 'Lack of Bank Investments Worsens N/Delta Case' 
By Bright Ewulu
 21.4.2006 

As President Olusegun Obasanjo plans to initiate improvement for the Niger Delta area, a United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) official, Mr. Jon Dancan has said that the environmental degradation of the Niger Delta was due to the absence of investments of Nigerian banks in the area. 

According to him the transformation of the area should have been better done by Nigeria's development banks, saying that the absence of such institutions made it difficult to transfer the degradation of the area. 

These views emanated on the occasion of Credit Managers Association of Nigeria annual general conference in Lagos. 

Backing the above view, the president of the association, Ahmed Yusuf and Alex Duru of First Inland Bank said Nigerian banks as a result of low capital base have not been involved in the Oil & Gas Industry, saying had they been involved in environmental impact analysis they would have been noticed in the sector. 

They said had this been the case, the crises in the region would have been avoided, adding that social responsibility should be vital. 

They added that a situation whereby big companies like Shell, Chevron and others in the oil sector are financed by foreign banks was responsible for the Niger Delta crises as the banks were located far away from the Nigerian environment and do not have a say on the issues on ground. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

East African Standard: Chinese Leader Jets in Tomorrow 
By Martin Mutua
26.4.2006 
 
China's President, Hu Jintao arrives in the country tomorrow for a three-day state visit. 

Chinese ambassador to Kenya Guo Chongli said Jintao would during his visit hold talks with President Kibaki on a wide range of issues. 

Addressing journalists at the embassy yesterday, Chongli noted that the visit would map out the future of China/Kenya relations. 

He disclosed that his government would also sign a number of agreements in the fields of economic, cultural, education, infrastructure and energy cooperation. 

Jintao will also visit the United Nations Human Settlement Programme (UN Habitat) and United Nations Environment Programme. (UNEP). 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Xinhua: Ukrainian mourners mark 20th anniversary of Chernobyl tragedy

26.4.2006

    BEIJING, April 26 (Xinhua) -- Hundreds of Ukrainian mourners holding candles and red carnations marked the 20th anniversary of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster on Wednesday. 

    The mourners filed slowly through the streets of Slavutych, the town constructed to house the workers of the Chernobyl plant who were displaced after the world's worst nuclear accident. 

    The explosion and fire at reactor No. 4 of the Chernobyl nuclear power plant on April 26, 1986, contaminated large stretches of territory in Ukraine, Belarus and Russia, and sent radiation throughout Europe. 

    In Kiev, Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko joined other dignitaries by the "Chernobyl church" where survivors convene every year. He laid a large bundle of roses at a memorial bearing the names of the firefighters and engineers who died trying to extinguish the flames or later from excessive doses of radiation. 

    Prior to the anniversary, Yushchenko called for financial assistance to build a new "sarcophagus" to replace the leaking original containment structure. 

    "I am calling for the convening of a new conference of donors in Ukraine on Chernobyl's problems to set out a new stage of cooperation," Yushchenko said. 

    Canada announced on Tuesday it would donate an additional 7 million U.S. dollars to help complete the concrete shelter over the damaged reactor. 

    According to the World Health Organization, around 9,000 people were expected to die because of radiation exposure. The United Nations says 7 million people still live on land with unsafe radiation levels. 

    Mohamed ElBaradei, director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency, stressed the importance of international cooperation on nuclear safety issues on Tuesday. 

    "In remembering the Chernobyl accident, we should renew our determination to ensure that such a tragedy will not happen again," said ElBaradei in a statement. 

    U.S. President George W. Bush said Washington was committed to improving "the safety and security of Chernobyl by confining its nuclear reactor." 

In Moscow, veterans of the desperate efforts to contain the Chernobyl nuclear disaster two decades ago pleaded with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Tuesday for help in treating the lingering effects of the accident. 

    Putin later promised to look into setting up a treatment centerfor people suffering from exposure to large doses of radiation

__________________________________________________________________________-

BBC: The Chernobyl  Disaster

25.4.2006
In the early hours of 26 April 1986, one of four nuclear reactors at the Chernobyl power station exploded.

Moscow was slow to admit what had happened, even after increased radiation was detected in other countries.

The lack of information led to exaggerated claims of the number killed by the blast in the immediate area.

Contamination is still a problem, however, and disputes continue about how many will eventually die as a result of the world's worst nuclear accident.

The accident

25-26 April 1986 
Engineers on the evening shift at Chernobyl's number four reactor began an experiment to see whether the cooling system could still function using electricity from the reactor under low power should the auxiliary electricity supply fail. 

The test began at 2300. Control rods, which moderate the fission process in a nuclear reactor by absorbing neutrons and slowing the chain reaction, were lowered to reduce output to about 20% of the normal 1600 megawatt output required for the test. 

Safety systems disabled 

However, too many rods were lowered and output dropped too quickly, resulting in an almost complete shutdown. Concerned by possible instability, the engineers began to raise the rods to increase output. 

At 0030 the decision was taken to carry on with the test. By 0100 power was still only at about 7%, so more rods were raised. The automatic shutdown system was disabled to allow the reactor to continue working under low power conditions. 

By 0123, power had reached 12% and the test began. The engineers continued to raise rods, but about a minute later power levels suddenly surged to dangerous levels and the reactor began to overheat. 

Explosion 

The emergency shutdown was triggered, but to no effect. In desperation, the engineers cut power hoping that the control rods would fall back into place under their own weight. However, extreme heat from the reactor core had bent the rod channels out of shape, and they could not move. 

About a minute later, with power at roughly 100 times normal, fuel pellets in the core began to explode and water in the cooling system turned to steam, causing the reactor's dome-shaped roof to be blown off and the contents to erupt outwards. 

As air was sucked in to the shattered reactor, it ignited flammable carbon monoxide gas causing a second explosion and fire. 

Aftermath 

Because the reactor was not housed in a reinforced concrete shell, as is standard practice in most countries, the building sustained severe damage and large amounts of radioactive debris escaped into the atmosphere. 

Firefighters crawled onto the roof of the reactor building to fight the blaze while helicopters dropped sand and lead in an effort to quell the radiation. 

Of the fire and army crews who dealt with the disaster, many did not know or were not informed of the risks, and a number died shortly afterwards of radiation poisoning.

Environment

The disaster released at least 100 times more radiation than the atom bombs dropped on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. 
Much of the fallout was deposited close to Chernobyl, in parts of Belarus, Ukraine and Russia. More than 350,000 people resettled away from these areas, but about 5.5 million remain. 

Contamination with caesium and strontium is of particular concern, as it will be present in the soil for many years. 

After the accident traces of radioactive deposits were found in nearly every country in the northern hemisphere. 

But wind direction and uneven rainfall left some areas more contaminated than their immediate neighbours. 

Scandinavia was badly affected and there are still areas of the UK where farms face post-Chernobyl controls. 

Health

The number of people who could eventually die as a result of the Chernobyl accident is highly controversial.
An extra 9,000 cancer deaths are expected by the UN-led Chernobyl Forum. But it says most people's problems are "economic and psychological, not health or environmental".

Campaign group Greenpeace is among those to predict more serious health effects. It expects up to 93,000 extra cancer deaths, with other illnesses taking the toll as high as 200,000.

The most obvious health impact is a sharp increase in thyroid cancer. About 4,000 cases of the disease have been seen, mainly in people who were children or adolescents at the time. 

Survival rates are high and only 15 people are known to have died. But Greenpeace says there could eventually be 60,000 cases of the disease, among 270,000 cases of all cancers. 

Present Day

The sarcophagus encasing Chernobyl was built in haste and is crumbling. Despite strengthening work there are fears it could collapse, leading to the release of tonnes of radioactive dust.
Work is due to begin on a £600m replacement shelter designed to last 100 years. This New Safe Confinement will be built on site and then slid over the sarcophagus.

The shelter will allow the concrete structure to be dismantled and for the radioactive fuel and damaged reactor to be dealt with. The ends of the structure will be closed-off.

Despite the lasting contamination of the area, scientists have been surprised by the dramatic revival of its wildlife.

Wild horse, boar and wolf populations are thriving, while lynx have returned to the area and birds have nested in the reactor building without any obvious ill-effects. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/europe/2006/chernobyl/
____________________________________________________________________________

Kyiv Post: Ukrainians try to make sense of Chernobyl tragedy on eve of mournful anniversary
25.4.2006

Ukrainians tried to make sense Tuesday of the 1986 Chernobyl explosion through scientific conferences, humanitarian missions and in quiet recollection of an event which continues to scar the psyche of this ex-Soviet republic 20 years later.

The pre-dawn, April 26, 1986 explosion, which was to be commemorated here with pealing bells and a minute's silence in the early hours of Wednesday morning, became the world's worst ever nuclear accident, spewing radiation across vast stretches of Europe.

"The whole country grieves and the whole world joins us in this grief," said Lena Makarova, 27, one of many Ukrainians to visit the Chernobyl museum in Kyiv on Tuesday.

President Viktor Yushchenko planned to attend a solemn, candlelit memorial service near a small church built to commemorate Chernobyl victims in Kyiv, where bells were scheduled to toll 20 times starting at 1:23 a.m. (2223 GMT Tuesday), marking the exact time when plant workers set off the alarm at Reactor No. 4 at the Chernobyl nuclear power station on April 26, 1986.

The explosion tore off the plant's roof, spewing radioactive fallout for 10 days over 200,000 square kilometers (77,220 square miles) of the then-Soviet Union and Europe.

One plant worker was killed instantly and his body has never been recovered. Twenty-nine rescuers, firefighters and plant workers died later from the radiation poisoning and burns they suffered trying to contain the explosion and keep it from spreading to the plant's three other operating reactors and one more died from an apparent heart attack.

Around 350,000 people were evacuated forever from their homes, leaving a whole city, Pripyat, and dozens of villages to decay and rot away - experts say some may not be habitable again for centuries, perhaps even longer.

Some 5 million people live in areas covered by the radioactive fallout, in Ukraine, neighboring Belarus and Russia.

Radiation and health experts from international bodies such as the International Atomic Energy Agency, the World Health Organization, the European Commission and the United Nations, gathered for the second day Tuesday in central Kyiv to discuss what the world has learned from Chernobyl - and what it can do better to prevent a similar tragedy.

Another conference, hosted by Yushchenko's wife, the American-born Kateryna Yushchenko, gathered to discuss the humanitarian challenges of the catastrophe. Senior officials from the International Red Cross, which provides free testing for thyroid cancer - one of the only internationally accepted illnesses linked to Chernobyl - visited Tuesday one of their mobile testing units outside of Kyiv.

"Chernobyl is not just a Ukrainian problem, it's a disaster of international magnitude," said Markiyan Lubkivskiy, an adviser on humanitarian issues to Yushchenko.

European Green parties and environmentalists held their own conference in Kyiv, where they raised concerns about the safety of nuclear energy, and warned that the world should heed the lessons of Chernobyl and not build more nuclear power plants.

"There is no technology with such a high risk," said Ralf Fuchs of the Berlin-based Heinrich Boll Foundation, which helped sponsored the conference. "Instead of dreaming up new nuclear power plants, it would be much more profitable to invest money in energy saving and new energy efficiency."

Death tolls connected to the explosion, which released about 400 times more radiation than the U.S. atomic bomb dropped over Hiroshima, remain hotly debated.

Thousands have been diagnosed with thyroid cancer, and the U.N. health agency said about 9,300 people were likely to die of cancers caused by radiation. The United Nations has said that the aim now should be to reduce the feeling of malaise and doom that grips many in the affected region.

Some groups, however, including Greenpeace, have warned that death tolls could be 10 times higher than the U.N. agency predicted, accusing it of whitewashing the impact of the most serious nuclear accident in human history as a bid to restore trust in the safety of atomic power.

"I don't want it to happen again," said Yevheniy Tyutyunnyk, a 19-year-old student as he looked through the often grim exhibits in the Kyiv Chernobyl museum, whose hallways are lined with sign posts representing the radiation-dead villages around the region.

________________________________________________________________________

Le Figaro: Tchernobyl: 20 ans après, la page n'est pas tournée 
C. M. et Martine Perez

25 avril 2006,

Une expérience mal contrôlée sur l'un des quatre réacteurs de Tchernobyl a provoqué la plus grande catastrophe nucléaire civile de l'histoire. 
L'explosion. Le samedi 26 avril à 01h23 du matin, le quatrième réacteur de la centrale Lénine à Tchernobyl, qui fait la fierté de l'Union soviétique, explose, au cours d'une expérience. «Nous avons entendu une explosion avec mon mari et sommes sortis sur notre balcon, d'où nous avons vu une lueur rougeâtre», raconte Elena, qui vivait alors à Prypiat, à proximité de la centrale. 

 

Sous la puissance de l'explosion, le couvercle en béton armé du réacteur pesant 1200 tonnes est soufflé. 28 pompiers appelés à la rescousse pour éteindre ce qu'on a cru être au départ un incendie sont morts dans les semaines qui ont suivi, d'une dose létale de radiations. Plus généralement, les «liquidateurs», nom donné aux héros qui ont œuvre à la consolidation et la décontamination de la centrale dans les mois qui ont suivi, ont reçu des doses énormes. A commencer par ceux qui ont nettoyé le toit du réacteur 3, sur lequel sont retombés les débris de l'explosion, et ceux qui ont construit un tunnel sous le réacteur 4 pour le consolider. La thèse officielle pour expliquer l'accident accable le personnel de la centrale, jugé coupable d'erreurs, davantage que son constructeur, ce type de réacteurs RBMK étant considéré comme instable. 

 

Pourquoi la vingtaine de barres devant absorber les neutrons en cas d'accélération du cœur ont-elles été enlevées du cœur du réacteur, alors qu'elles doivent s'y trouver constamment? En attendant, le défilé du 1er mai 1986 est maintenu à Kiev. La ville de Tchernobyl, située à seulement 20 kilomètres de l'épicentre, n'est évacuée que le 5 mai, soit 10 jours après le drame. 

 

500 fois Hiroshima 

C'est la plus grande catastrophe nucléaire civile de l'histoire. Le combustible nucléaire va brûler pendant dix jours, rejetant des millions de radioéléments. D'aucuns avancent que les quantités radioactives dispersées équivalent à l'intensité de 500 bombes d'Hiroshima. Les éléments chimiques les plus lourds, comme le strontium et le cérium, retombent dans les environs immédiats. Les particules plus légères, comme l'iode et le césium, forment un nuage qui va contaminer les trois quarts de l'Europe. 

 

C'est la Suède, surprise de la forte hausse de la radioactivité sur son territoire, qui alerte la communauté internationale. Car les autorités soviétiques se sont acharnées à cacher l'information, pour ne pas semer la panique. Ce n'est que le 28 avril qu'une dépêche de l'agence Tass évoque l'événement, affirmant que «des accidents pareils se sont produits plus d'une fois dans d'autres pays» et citant 2�300 accidents intervenus aux Etats-Unis au cours de l'année 1979, notamment celui de Three Mile Island. Et il faudra attendre 19 jours pour que Mikhaïl Gorbatchev, alors numéro un soviétique, s'exprime à la télévision soviétique. Entre-temps, le nuage radioactif a pollué le nord de l'Ukraine, les deux tiers de la Biélorussie, le sud-ouest de la Russie, les pays scandinaves, l'Europe centrale ainsi que l'Italie, la France, la Grande-Bretagne et l'Irlande. «85 peta becquerels de cesium 137, qui persiste 30 ans dans l'environnement, ont été dispersés dans l'atmosphère, alors que les essais atmosphériques en ont libéré 950 PBq», a relativisé Anne Flüry-Herard, médecin radiobiologiste au CEA, dans le cadre d'un colloque consacré récemment au sujet à l'Institut Curie. Tout en précisant que «les essais sont intervenus de façon beaucoup plus dispersée, tant d'un point de vue géographique que dans le temps, entre 1945 et 1980». 

 

16000 morts en Europe. Le bilan de la catastrophe vient d'être réévalué par le Centre international de recherches sur le cancer (Circ), qui fait partie de l'Organisation mondiale de la santé (OMS). Son enquête estime à 16000 morts le nombre de victimes potentielles que pourrait entraîner Tchernobyl dans les 80 ans suivant la catastrophe (voir nos éditions du 21 avril 2006). Une réévaluation à la hausse des chiffres communiqués dans le cadre du Forum Tchernobyl en septembre dernier, qui limitait à 4000 le nombre de décès liés à l'événement. Car cette fois, les faibles doses reçues sur une longue durée par les habitants des territoires contaminés ont été prises en compte, comme le plaide depuis des années Iouri Bandajevski, ce qui conduit à comptabiliser 7000 cancers mortels en Europe, en dehors des trois pays très fortement contaminés. Tandis que le scientifique britannique Ian Fairlie, dans une étude réalisée à la demande des Verts du Parlement européen, parle de 30000 à 60000 morts, Greenpeace lance le chiffre de 93000 décès. 

 

Compte tenu des difficultés méthodologiques auxquelles sont confrontés les experts pour parvenir à une estimation fiable, on ne connaîtra vraisemblablement jamais la réponse de façon précise. 

 

Cancers de la thyroïde en France 

Les cancers de la thyroïde apparus en France au cours des vingt dernières années peuvent-ils être en partie tout au moins liés à l'explosion de Tchernobyl? La question est au cœur de l'instruction d'une plainte contre X déposée en mars 2001 par l'Association française des malades de la thyroïde, par deux cents plaignants et par l'association Criirad. 

 

L'Institut de veille sanitaire vient de rendre public le dernier bilan actualisé de l'évolution des cancers de la thyroïde qui indique que, si la France connaît une augmentation depuis les années 70 de cette tumeur, celle-ci se situe dans la même moyenne que le reste de l'Europe de l'Ouest ou des États-Unis (qui n'ont pas été concernés par les retombées de l'explosion). «Ces résultats ne vont pas globalement dans le sens d'un éventuel effet de l'accident de Tchernobyl en France», estiment les rapporteurs. Il n'y aurait en fait pas plus de cancers de la thyroïde, mais on le dépisterait plus grâce à de nouvelles techniques diagnostiques. Les disparités régionales importantes de ce cancer ne correspondent pas à celles des retombées radioactives de Tchernobyl, mais pourraient refléter, selon les auteurs, essentiellement des disparités de pratiques médicales. Cependant, en Corse, les hommes présentent un taux de cancer de la thyroïde plus élevé que dans les autres départements français. Et une analyse supplémentaire sur ce sujet est en cours. 

 __________________________________________________________________________

Le Nouvel Observateur: Au Bélarus, le gouvernement encourage le repeuplement de villages contaminés par Tchernobyl 

par Maria Danilova

24.04.06 
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BARTOLOMEIEVKA, Bélarus (AP) -- Sur la carte, Bartolomeïevka est censé être en territoire interdit. A la périphérie, une pancarte portant le symbole international de la radioactivité invite à "ne pas entrer". Pourtant, de la fumée s'échappe des cheminées et à l'approche du village se fait entendre l'aboiement des chiens et le bruit de villageois vaquant à leurs occupations. 
Bartolomeïevka est l'un des villages contaminés du Belarus repeuplés 20 ans après la catastrophe de Tchernobyl. Ces localités reprennent vie sous l'impulsion des autorités, qui estiment que le pays a besoin des terres cultivables et que le danger de la radioactivité a été exagéré. 
Bartolomeïevka avait été exposé à de tels niveaux de radiations que ses dizaines d'habitants avaient dû être évacués. Pourtant, au cours de la dernière décennie, 10 villageois sont revenus, malgré les avertissements. Dans les villages voisins, également contaminés mais encore considérés habitables, d'autres reviennent en nombre, accompagnés d'immigrés des anciennes républiques soviétiques à la recherche d'un emploi. 
"On ne peut pas échapper à la mort", dit Ivan Musichenko, 70 ans. "Mieux vaut mourir d'irradiation que mourir de faim..." Aujourd'hui, un potager, dix oies, une vache et un cochon améliorent le quotidien du couple, qui doit survivre avec une pension cumulée de 162 euros. Ivan préfère balayer les mises en garde sur la probable contamination des légumes et des animaux et ramasse des baies et des champignons dans les bois aux alentours. 
Un cinquième du territoire du Belarus avait été évacué après l'explosion du réacteur numéro quatre de la centrale nucléaire de Tchernobyl en Ukraine, le 26 avril 1986. 
D'après les autorités sanitaires, environ 20% des dix millions d'habitants souffrent de maladies liées à l'irradiation, notamment des problèmes circulatoires et des affections de la thyroïde. Officiellement, 2.800km2, soit moins de 1,5% du territoire, restent trop irradiés pour être habités. 
Mais aujourd'hui, le régime autoritaire du président Alexandre Loukachenko encourage le repeuplement des villages évacués. Non loin de Bartolomeïevka, Beliaïevka a récemment été retiré de la liste des centres de population hautement contaminés. Conséquence, les 16 euros mensuels accordés à ceux qui y résidaient ont été supprimés. Une mesure dénoncée par des mères de famille qui arguent que les 58 enfants du village souffrent de problèmes de santé et ont désespérément besoin d'une alimentation saine et de vitamines. 
Les ouvriers bélarusses qui ont participé au nettoyage de Tchernobyl ont vu aussi leurs allocations réduites. 
Dans la région, 19 coopératives agricoles ont été relancées. Les autorités assurent que des engrais spéciaux assurent l'innocuité des récoltes. Trente-neuf autres fermes collectives attendent leur tour. 
L'objectif, c'est "d'apprendre aux gens à gagner de l'argent et à l'investir dans la région", explique Vladimir Tsalko, le patron de la commission d'Etat Tchernobyl, chargée des conséquences de la catastrophe. A la question de savoir si l'économie prime sur la santé, il répond sans hésiter: "oui". "On a besoin de ces terres", explique-t-il. "Qui va les nourrir?" 
"Profiter du manque d'information de ces gens et leur faire croire qu'ils ne courent pas de risque ici, c'est le plus grand crime qui soit", dénonce Valentina Smolnikova, de l'association des Enfants de Tchernobyl. Elle explique que dans l'un des secteurs de la zone de contamination étudié par les Enfants de Tchernobyl, les anomalies congénitales ont été multipliées par quatre, le nombre de cancers par deux et celui de crises cardiaques par sept depuis l'accident. Aujourd'hui, elle se bat pour obtenir des fonds étrangers pour surveiller et traiter les niveaux de contamination chez les enfants. 
Les victimes se plaignent aussi de la réticence du gouvernement à lier l'irradiation à des problèmes de santé comme les maladies cardiaques, certaines tumeurs cancéreuses et le diabète. 
Iakov Kenigsberg, le principal expert médical de la commission Tchernobyl, explique que seul le cancer de la thyroïde est reconnu internationalement comme une cause directe de la contamination radioactive. Selon lui, il serait "stupide" de lier d'autres maladies à Tchernobyl.

_________________________________________________________________________

La Nueva España: Chernóbil, 20 años de sarcófago

26.4.2006

La explosión de un reactor nuclear en la localidad ucraniana liberó una radiactividad equivalente a cientos de bombas como la de Hiroshima y ha segado hasta 200.000 vidas

La central nuclear de Chernóbil no tenía, en realidad, un uso civil: se dedicaba a producir plutonio para fabricar armas nucleares. Pero, claro, no fue ésta la causa de las explosiones que, hace hoy veinte años, desencadenaron el mayor accidente nuclear de la Historia. La causa es que Chernóbil estaba construida sin las adecuadas medidas de seguridad, para ahorrar dinero, y al intentar reducir la potencia de su reactor se produjo una reacción inversa y se multiplicó hasta llevarlo a la explosión. La cantidad de material radiactivo arrojado a la atmósfera equivalió a cientos de bombas como la lanzada sobre Hiroshima. Las consecuencias de aquella tragedia no hacen sino agravarse con los años: miles, decenas de miles, tal vez cientos de miles de muertos, en su mayoría por cánceres. 

En la madrugada del 26 de abril de 1986, los sistemas de seguridad de la central nuclear soviética de Chernóbil (Ucrania) detectaron en el aire un nivel de contaminación radiactiva de 3,6 roentgen por hora. Una dosis elevada pero irreal. Porque 3,6 era, sencillamente, el tope de aquellos medidores. Y la contaminación real superaba los 13.000. 

Fue el inicio de la catástrofe de Chernóbil, el mayor accidente nuclear de la Historia, del que hoy se cumplen veinte años. El reactor cuarto de la central, bautizado como «Lenin», fue escenario de una cadena de explosiones a partir de las 01.24 horas. Como consecuencia, su cubierta saltó por los aires lanzando a la atmósfera hasta 200 toneladas de material fusible, con una radiactividad equivalente a entre 100 y 500 bombas atómicas como la de Hiroshima. 

El accidente contaminó unos 45.000 kilómetros cuadrados de territorio -con unos cinco millones de habitantes- en Ucrania, Bielorrusia y Rusia. Sólo en Ucrania, hubo 2,6 millones de afectados por la radiación, incluidos 600.000 niños. A esta cifra hay que sumar dos millones de rusos (500.000 niños) y 1,7 millones de bielorrusos (el 20% de la población), 360.000 de ellos niños. 

Según las fuentes que se consulten, en estas dos décadas han muerto, de modo directo o indirecto, entre las 4.000 personas que calcula la Agencia Atómica y las 200.000 de las que habla el último informe de la organización ecologista Greenpeace. Buena parte de los óbitos ha sido causada por diferentes tipos de cáncer. 

Los primeros afectados fueron los trabajadores de la central, construida en 1974. A la hora de la explosión trabajaban en ella unas 200 personas, de las que 31 fueron evacuadas ese mismo día. En menos de un mes habían muerto todas. Aún habían de seguir muchas más y buena parte de la culpa ha de achacarse al oscurantismo del régimen soviético. 

En efecto, el líder de la URSS, Mijail Gorbachov, tardó días en hacer una declaración oficial y sólo la hizo cuando Suecia, que detectó la nube radiactiva, dio la voz de alarma. Para entonces, miles de ucranianos y bielorrusos habían sido contaminados sin saberlo. Unos 164.000 ucranianos fueron evacuadas, aunque algunos centenares se negaron a abandonar su tierra. Actualmente, son unas 184 las personas que, en ocho aldeas, viven en el área de riesgo, establecida en un círculo de 30 kilómetros en torno a la central. 

Pero el grueso de los afectados viene de las filas de los llamados «liquidadores», el ejército de más de 600.000 bomberos, soldados, funcionarios y voluntarios soviéticos encargados de tapar el reactor con la estructura de hormigón y acero que se conoce como «sarcófago». Primero se arrojaron miles de toneladas de arena y luego se vertió hormigón. Todo desde helicópteros. Pero al final no hubo más remedio que construir los muros. Se hizo con trajes especiales y en jornadas de trabajo de sólo tres o cuatro minutos por persona. Pese a todo, muchos liquidadores murieron -se calcula que hasta 100.000- o quedaron inválidos. 

Actualmente, Chernóbil no está activa. Sus reactores 1, 2 y 3 cerraron en diciembre de 2000, pero aún contienen combustible nuclear. Y bajo el sarcófago del reactor 4 sigue latiendo el peligro. La estructura presenta grietas y fugas radiactivas, por lo que se ha vuelto necesario construir un segundo sarcófago para recubrirlo. Se tratará de una mole de una longitud de 257 metros, una anchura de 150 y una altura de 108. 

En espera del inicio de la construcción -un parche para contener unas radiaciones que no dejarán de producirse en miles de años-, el presidente de Ucrania, Viktor Yuschenko, acudirá hoy a la zona de exclusión para rendir homenaje a las víctimas. Cuyo número seguirá creciendo de año en año. _____________________________________________________________________________

RIA Novosti (Russia): CIS calls for global effort to ensure safety at Chernobyl site

25.4.2006

The Commonwealth of Independent States issued an appeal Tuesday for the world to join efforts to build a new confinement shelter at the site of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. 
The heads of CIS states adopted the decision to publish the text of the appeal on the eve of the 20th anniversary of the world's worst civilian nuclear accident during a summit in the Russian city of Kazan in August 2005. 

The document said that although enormous efforts had been taken to deal with the disaster, "the Chernobyl nuclear power plant remains a source of potential danger in the center of Europe." 

A sarcophagus was built over the destroyed reactor after the accident, but needs to be replaced because cracks have been discovered. 

"Reducing this threat to the minimum in the near future and through the use of new technologies is in our common interests," the document said. "That is why it is necessary to combine the scientific and financial potential of the international community to increasing the safety of the shelter." 

Vast areas of Ukraine, Belarus and Russia, as well as northern Europe, were contaminated by the fallout of a reactor explosion in the fourth unit of the Chernobyl NPP in Ukraine on April 26, 1986. 

About 135,000 people were evacuated from within an 18-mile zone, which has left the surrounding area looking like a ghost town to this day. Many people, however, stayed or have returned to live there, even though radiation is still leaking from the site. 

"The situation in affected regions is very complicated following the destruction of environmental infrastructure, the outflow of the workforce and demographic problems," the document says. 

The statement, signed by the leaders of 12 CIS member states also said that the main efforts in dealing with the continuing aftermath of Chernobyl should be focused on the socio-economic rehabilitation of the affected areas. 

According to the officials from the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), an institution that has been entrusted with the management of the Chernobyl Shelter Fund, the construction of the new, environmentally safe shelter will cost $768 million and it will contain what is left of the reactor for at least 100 years. 

The EBRD has announced a tender for the construction of the sarcophagus, but it is yet to be completed because the bidding offers estimate the costs of the project to be around $1 billion. The Fund so far has $900 mln. 

The Russian government contributed $10 mln to the Chernobyl Shelter Fund in 2005 and instructed the Federal Agency for Nuclear Power to participate in the activities of the international fund. 

Russia's state-run nuclear technology exporter, Atomstroiexport, is participating in work to improve the nuclear safety of the confinement shelter at Chernobyl. 

In addition, Russia and Ukraine have decided to form a bilateral working group for coordinating activities on long-term dry storage of nuclear fuel after the complete closure of the NPP. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Ukrainian counterpart Viktor Yushchenko have discussed the condition of the nuclear power plant and care for disaster survivors. 

Yushchenko said the construction of a new sarcophagus above the Chernobyl reactor could be completed in 2010. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Futura Sciences: Percer les mystères du nuage de Tchernobyl en 5 questions
Par Christophe Olry

25//04/2006
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Vingt ans après l’accident de Tchernobyl, dans quelle mesure est-il possible d’évaluer précisément ses retombées radioactives en France ? Quel impact a-t-il eu sur la santé des Français, en particulier sur le nombre de cas de cancers de la thyroïde ? Le professeur Aurengo, chef du service central de médecine nucléaire du groupe hospitalier La Pitié-Salpêtrière, nous donne son avis sur la question.

Le professeur André Aurengo, spécialiste des pathologies thyroïdiennes, est le chef du service central de médecine nucléaire du groupe hospitalier La Pitié-Salpêtrière, à Paris. Le 18 avril dernier, il a remis aux Ministres de la Santé et des Solidarités et de l’Ecologie et du Développement durable son rapport sur les retombées de l’accident de Tchernobyl en France. Ce rapport « est une analyse des différentes cartes et modèles proposés pour l'évaluation de ces retombées et des estimations des doses reçues par les populations. »

Sollicité par Futura-Sciences, il a transmis à la rédaction une mise au point sur le sujet, sous la forme de cinq réponses à cinq questions choisies par ses soins, représentatives des inquiétudes des français à ce sujet. Par ce biais, nous vous proposons de mieux cerner les conséquences environnementales et sanitaires de l’accident de Tchernobyl en France.

Question 1 : Dispose-t-on aujourd’hui d’une estimation fiable des retombées de l’accident sur le sol français ?

On ne dispose actuellement d’aucune carte réellement fiable de ces retombées dans le sol, qu’il s’agisse des iodes radioactifs (qui ont disparu en quelques semaines), du césium 134 (pratiquement disparu en dix à douze ans) ou du césium 137 (toujours présent). 

Les cartes publiées par le SCPRI (1986) ou la Commission européenne (1998) sont fondées sur un très petit nombre de mesures et comportent des erreurs manifestes ; les modèles proposés par l’IPSN puis l’IRSN en 2003 et 2005 reposent sur des hypothèses que les mesures réelles ont prouvé être fausses ou extrêmement approximatives, leur enlevant toute validité quantitative.

Question 2 : Est-ce que cela veut dire qu’on ne connaît pas l’irradiation qu’ont reçue les français et en particulier la thyroïde des enfants ?

Même des cartes fiables des retombées dans le sol ne permettraient pas de calculer ces doses pour une raison simple : les fortes contaminations du sol correspondent à des pluies abondantes, mais à partir d’environ 15 mm de pluie sur l’herbe et les légumes à feuilles (épinards, salades), celle-ci s’écoule vers le sol et ces légumes (ou le lait) ne sont pas davantage contaminés. Donc, une forte contamination du sol n’est donc pas synonyme de forte contamination des aliments (à part certains comme les champignons, dont la contamination se fait par les racines). Des tentatives de calculs de dose à la thyroïde à partir des modèles de contamination des sols ont été présentés à Ajaccio en 2002, mais ils n’ont pas de validité.

En revanche, on a une estimation assez fiable des doses d’irradiation des français secondaires à Tchernobyl, grâce aux très nombreuses mesures effectuées en 1986 par le SCPRI sur les produits alimentaires, et au programme Astral développé ultérieurement par l’IPSN (1997). Ces estimations montrent que l’on peut découper la France en quatre zones où les doses moyennes reçues diminuent d’est en ouest. Le modèle Astral, rigoureux et validé par de nombreuses mesures, a été attaqué car ses résultats furent (à tort) présentés comme des retombées sur le sol, alors qu’ils sont d’une nature différente : Astral sert à calculer des doses, pas des retombées au sol ; une comparaison de des résultats d’Astral avec les dépôts mesurés dans le sol n’a pas de sens.
Question 3 : Peut-on ainsi calculer la dose à la thyroïde pour tous les enfants ?

Astral donne des valeurs moyennes dont certains cas particuliers peuvent s’écarter. Les résultats d’Astral sont fiables pour la très grande majorité de la population dont la consommation alimentaire a des origines variées, avec un effet de mélange. Pour certains enfants vivant en autarcie, il est possible que les doses aient été supérieures. Ces cas particuliers sont à analyser au cas par cas et une carte des dépôts n’est certainement pas la meilleure manière d’aborder ce problème car elle dépend essentiellement de la pluie, contrairement à la contamination des aliments : ce n’est pas en regardant où il a plu le plus qu’on peut déduire où les contaminations alimentaires ont été les plus fortes.

Question 4 : Que peut-on déduire de ces calculs quant aux cancers de la thyroïde ?

Les estimations des doses à la thyroïde ont été utilisées par l’IPSN et l’InVS pour calculer le nombre de cancers de la thyroïde en excès auquel on pouvait s’attendre du fait des retombées de Tchernobyl en France. 

Rappelons tout d’abord que :

  L’irradiation de la thyroïde résulte des iodes radioactifs (131 et 132) qui sont concentrés dans la glande. L’irradiation thyroïdienne par le césium radioactif est équivalente à celle du corps entier ;

  L’iode radioactif peut donner des cancers thyroïdiens chez l’enfant, mais pas chez l’adulte, comme le montrent des études épidémiologiques portant sur 45.000 personnes traitées ou explorées avec de l’iode 131, ainsi que le suivi des irradiés d’Hiroshima et Nagasaki. Les enfants de l’ex-URSS qui ont eu des cancers thyroïdiens après Tchernobyl avaient à 80% moins de 5 ans et à 98% moins de 10 ans ;

  Ces cancers thyroïdiens de l’enfant n’apparaissent que pour des doses assez importantes. Après une irradiation brutale de la thyroïde (radiothérapie, Hiroshima-Nagasaki) on ne voit pas d’augmentation du risque de cancer au dessous de 100 mSv.

Les estimations de l’IPSN et l’InVS ont considéré, par précaution, que le risque de cancer thyroïdien des enfants français était proportionnel à la dose reçue par la thyroïde, si faible soit-elle. Ils en déduisent qu’entre 1991 et 2015, le nombre de cancers en excès pourrait être compris entre 0 et un maximum de 7 à 55. Cette incertitude n’est évidemment pas satisfaisante mais elle montre la difficulté de mettre cet éventuel excès en évidence car pendant la même période, il y aura dans la même population 900 ± 60 cancers thyroïdiens spontanés.

Ces calculs sont valables pour la grande majorité de la population, les cas d’enfants vivant en autarcie sont à analyser au cas par cas.

Question 5 : Pourtant les cancers de la thyroïde sont en augmentation depuis 1986 ?

En réalité, cette augmentation à commencé vers 1975 (dix ans avant l’accident) et elle n’a pas eu de modification de rythme depuis 1986. La plupart des spécialistes (médecine nucléaire où sont traités les cancers thyroïdiens, endocrinologues) pensent que cette augmentation est liée à l’essor de l’échographie et à l’évolution des pratiques chirurgicales. Avant Tchernobyl, on savait déjà que chez 6 à 28% des adultes, il y a de très petits cancers de la thyroïde qui ne se développent pas et passent pour la plupart inaperçus. Si on les cherche par échographie (qui permet de dépister un nodule de quelques millimètres) on les trouve et les statistiques se trouvent artificiellement gonflées par ces petits cancers sans gravité (d’ailleurs, alors que nos méthodes thérapeutiques ont peu changé, la mortalité par cancer thyroïdien diminue faiblement mais régulièrement).

Les spécialistes ne pensent pas que l’augmentation des cancers thyroïdiens en France soit liée à Tchernobyl :

  Parce qu’elle a débuté en 1975 ;

  Du fait qu’on la rencontre dans tous les pays développés où on pratique des échographies, qu’ils aient été contaminés ou non par l’accident ;

  Car ne concerne que les adultes alors qu’un « effet Tchernobyl » ne concernerait que des enfants très jeunes ou in utero en 86 ;

  Enfin parce que l’augmentation département par département ne suit pas celle de la contamination (par exemple, quand on compare les périodes 82-86 et 92-96, le nombre de cancers a été multiplié par 4 dans le Calvados et par 2 dans le Bas-Rhin).

Malheureusement, nous ne disposons d’aucun critère biologique permettant d’attribuer l’origine d’un cancer à une irradiation. La recherche d’une telle « signature » fait l’objet de nombreux travaux qui n’ont pas encore abouti.

Le dossier Tchernobyl a en tout cas montré que la surveillance épidémiologique en France, en particulier dans le domaine du cancer, était insuffisante ; cette situation s’améliore progressivement mais est encore loin d’être parfaite.

L’équipe de Futura-Sciences remercie le professeur Aurengo de lui avoir transmis cette enrichissante mise au point, qui apporte un nouvel éclairage sur les retombées de l’accident de Tchernobyl en France. 

Nous donnons rendez-vous à nos lecteurs dans les deux prochains jours pour partager les points de vue de malades atteints de cancers de la thyroïde. Leurs expériences personnelles nous permettrons d'aborder un tout autre aspect des retombées de l’accident de Tchernobyl et, nous l'espérons, d'enrichir ainsi le débat. 

____________________________________________________________________________

New York Times: First at Chernobyl, Burning Still 
By STEVEN LEE MYERS

26.4.2006

Chernobyl still haunts, 20 years after that morning, April 26, 1986, when something went wrong in Reactor No. 4 and it exploded, sending a plume of debris and radioactive particles across the Soviet Union and eventually far beyond.

Some have said that Chernobyl — the human and environmental toll it caused, the obfuscations of the Kremlin it revealed — hastened the end of the Soviet Union itself. Perhaps. It was certainly never the same afterward.

"What they described in newspapers and magazines — it was all rubbish," said Anatoly Rasskazov, the station photographer who was there that day.

"The ruins that I photographed from the ground and the upper part were retouched so it couldn't be seen that there was a ray coming from there, that everything was glowing," he said. "Just a ruin. So as not to get the public up in arms."

Twenty years later, the anniversary has occasioned new debate among those who have studied its consequences and those who have wielded the results as evidence of what a world in urgent search of energy should do with nuclear power.

A committee of United Nations agencies released a study last fall concluding that the effects were not as dire as first feared. It suggested that only 4,000 would, in the end, die from diseases caused by direct exposure to the radiation. Greenpeace, the environmental group, released its own response last week, saying Chernobyl would kill at least 90,000.

The true number may never be known, but the lasting impacts, physical and psychological, are evident in those who came to be known as liquidators. They were the hundreds of thousands of firefighters, pilots, soldiers, scientists and experts sent to contain the damage, to evacuate the citizenry and ultimately to encase the deadly ruin in a concrete sarcophagus whose stability appears precarious.

A photographer for The New York Times sought out 27 of them in Moscow, Kiev and Minsk, photographing them as they recounted their experiences at the time and in the turbulent years that followed. What they described sounded very much like war. At least 47 workers and liquidators died almost immediately. Hundreds, perhaps thousands have died since; the records are unclear. The rest endure as veterans, many as invalids, sickly and unappreciated, if not entirely unrecognized by newly independent countries that wish to put the worst of Soviet history behind them.

"Just like the Germans had come, this enemy had arrived," said Arkady Rokhlin, an engineer, who was 58 at the time and so old enough to remember that war. "And we had to defend ourselves."

And like war, it was disorienting. Fear and heroism mingled with bureaucratic chaos and surrealistic calm. "In a real war shells explode, bullets fly, bodies fall, blood flows," he said. And then he remembered the summer of '86 in the most poisoned place on earth: sun, birds, gardens "bulging with fruit."

"You couldn't possibly have imagined that all this was death." 

____________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: Canada contributes additional C$8 million for Chernobyl reactor shelter
26.4. 2006

OTTAWA (AP) - Canada announced Tuesday it would contribute an additional C$8 million (US$7 million) to help complete a concrete shelter over the damaged reactor at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in Ukraine.

Foreign Affairs Minister Peter MacKay made the announcement on the eve of the 20th anniversary of the Chernobyl tragedy in Ukraine, the world's worst nuclear accident.

The 1986 explosion and fire at Chernobyl's Reactor No. 4 spewed radiation over much of northern Europe. Engineers hastily erected a shelter over the damaged reactor, while the rest of the plant continued to operate until 2000.

Experts say the shelter over Reactor No. 4 is now crumbling, and needs to be replaced. The Group of Eight, the European Union, Ukraine and other countries have pledged funding for the project which is estimated to cost $420 million.

"On behalf of all Canadians, I would like to reiterate our commitment to the people of Ukraine and neighboring countries on the anniversary of this great tragedy, and in particular to the families affected by the Chernobyl accident throughout the region," MacKay said in a statement.

He said the funding would bring Canada's total contribution to Chernobyl-related projects to C$66.2 million (US$58.3 million).

MacKay said the contribution was part of Canada's commitment to the Global Partnership against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction, launched by the G8 in 2002 under Canada's leadership. The Global Partnership addresses nonproliferation, disarmament, counterterrorism and nuclear safety issues, particularly in Russia, Ukraine and other countries of the former Soviet Union.

Over the years, reports and rumors have spoken of thousands of people dying from radiation released by the Chernobyl accident. But a September report by a group of United Nations agencies concluded the accident was not nearly as deadly as feared, with fewer than 50 deaths directly linked to radiation exposure.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Diario El Mundo (El Salvador): Chernóbil, 20 años de la catástrofe nuclear en ex URSS
Ignacio Ortega, EFE 
Aniversario: Entre las causas del accidente, figuran: error humano y mal diseño del reactor
21.4.2006 

La explosión del cuarto reactor de la central de Chernóbil, el 26 de abril de 1986, desencadenó el mayor accidente nuclear de la historia, que afectó directa o indirectamente a centenares de miles de personas y cuyas secuelas perduran en la actualidad.
Inmediatamente después de la avería, el Organismo Internacional de la Energía Atómica (OIEA) y la Agencia Atómica de la Unión Soviética coincidieron en estimar en 100 millones de curies la radiación que escapó a la atmósfera, pero hasta hoy no hay datos precisos de la magnitud de la fuga, que se estima equivalente a entre 100 y 500 veces la de la bomba arrojada sobre Hiroshima.
Construida en la década de 1970 a 16 km de la frontera con Bielorrusia y a 160 al noreste de la ciudad ucraniana de Kíev, Chernóbil era la mayor central soviética, con cuatro reactores operativos y dos más en construcción, diseñados tanto para producir energía como plutonio para uso militar.
Entre las causas del accidente, figuran el error humano, el mal diseño del reactor y la realización de un experimento de seguridad.
Los técnicos aprovecharon el cierre del reactor IV por tareas de mantenimiento para experimentar cuánto tiempo podrían las turbinas abastecer el sistema de refrigeración, en caso de que la fuente de energía exterior fuera cortada.
Al reducirse el flujo de agua en el reactor, la potencia de éste se multiplicó por 120, elevando la temperatura del núcleo a 2,300 grados en pocos segundos, lo que produjo su fusión.
Hubo dos explosiones. La primera lanzó al aire la cubierta de mil toneladas y gran cantidad de combustible y grafito fuera del edificio del reactor. La segunda, desencadenó un incendio que duró nueve días. Se necesitaron más de 1,800 vuelos de helicópteros, que lanzaron toneladas de materiales, para frenar la combustión del grafito. 
La nube radiactiva alcanzó primero Bielorrusia y continuó hacia Escandinavia, Austria y Alemania y el Reino Unido, entre otros países. 

Lanzan alarma 
Los empleados de la central nuclear sueca de Forsmark, a 1,100 kilómetros de Chernóbil, fueron los primeros en dar la alarma. Sólo entonces, bajo la presión internacional, el gobierno soviético admitió la catástrofe el 28 de abril. 

Seis toneladas de dióxido de uranio fueron arrojadas a la atmósfera, además de sustancias como el yodo 131 (con una vida media de ocho días), el estroncio y el cesio 137 (vida media de 30 años), el americio y el plutonio (miles de años), aunque las partículas de mayor dimensión quedaron en un radio de 100 kilómetros a la redonda.
Un total de 200,000 kilómetros cuadrados de terrenos quedaron contaminados, de ellos el 70% en Bielorrusia, Ucrania y Rusia. 
Más de 350,000 personas fueron evacuadas, de ellas 116,000 en los dos días siguientes al accidente, y otros seis millones siguen viviendo en zonas contaminadas. 
Millares de muertos 
El Forum Chernóbil, integrado por ocho agencias de la ONU entre ellas el OIEA y la Organización Mundial de la Salud (OMS), sólo reconoce un total de 56 muertos como víctimas directas de la catástrofe, de ellos 47 trabajadores civiles y militares -los llamados "liquidadores"- movilizados para apagar el incendio y limpiar los escombros, además de nueve niños que murieron de cáncer de tiroides. 
Otras 3,944 personas podrían morir a largo plazo a consecuencia de la radiación, con lo que el número de fallecidos previstos llegaría a 4,000. 
Estas cifras son rechazadas por organizaciones como la Asociación Internacional de Médicos para la Prevención de la Guerra Nuclear (Premio Nobel de la Paz 1985), la Unión de Chernóbil (que agrupa a los "liquidadores") y Greenpeace Rusia, que cifran entre 15.000 y 30.000 los fallecidos. 

De los 600.000 "liquidadores" movilizados entre 1986-1989, unos 240.000 trabajaron en el reactor y en la zona de exclusión de 30 kilómetros que rodea la central.
Estos trabajadores recibieron un promedio de radiaciones de 40 veces más que la exposición normal.
Finalizada la construcción del sarcófago que cubre el reactor accidentado, en noviembre de 1986, Chernóbil siguió produciendo energía durante 14 años más.
En octubre de 1991 un incendio obligó a cerrar el reactor número dos, mientras el número uno fue cerrado en 1996. 
La clausura del último reactor tuvo lugar el 15 de diciembre de 2000.

Los bomberos quedaron a merced de la radiación 

Miles de bomberos y soldados  que arriesgaron sus vidas para sofocar el incendio en la central nuclear ucraniana de Chernóbil rememoran la catástrofe "olvidados" por las autoridades. 
"En Ucrania, en esa época del año ya hace bastante calor, por lo que fuimos a apagar el fuego en mangas de camisa", declaró Víctor Birkún, de 56 años, bombero que trabajó en la siniestrada central ucraniana entre 1976 y 1987. 
Birkún y otros 27 bomberos descansaban en un barracón a 150 metros del reactor número cuatro de la planta nuclear ucraniana cuando se produjo la cadena de explosiones.
A pesar de que el fatídico accidente ocurrió durante la noche, apunta, "en tres minutos ya estábamos frente a las llamas, que tenían unos 50 metros de altura".
"Eramos conscientes de que había radiación, pero no sabíamos qué hacer. No estábamos preparados y no disponíamos ni de cascos ni de equipos ignífugos", agregó. 
Birkún recuerda que tres años antes  hubo una pequeña fuga radiactiva en Chernóbil, que afectó a uno de sus compañeros, pero " ignoraron nuestras advertencias".
El jefe de su unidad de bomberos murió en la misma central de Chernóbil, la mayoría de sus compañeros han fallecido en los últimos años y él yace estos días en el hospital, con tratamiento médico (40 dólares diarios) que costea de su bolsillo.
"No soy ningún héroe, cumplí con mi deber. Ahora, no puedo ni llevar las bolsas de la compra del supermercado, las piernas no me responden", asegura el bombero retirado.
Birkún, que ha tenido que acudir a juicio para poder recibir una pensión por invalidez, ha escrito al presidente ruso, Vladimir Putin, para intentar que el Estado ruso sufrague su tratamiento médico. 

"No tengo dinero ni para comprar nuevos muebles. La condecoración que recibí en su momento no me da derecho a recibir ninguna indemnización", asegura. 
____________________________________________________________________________
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ROAP Media Update 26 April 2006

UN or UNEP in the news

Global warming and climate change
Independent-Bangladesh, Bangladesh, 26 April 2006 - DR. SALEEMUL HUQ - The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) was signed by Bangladesh at the Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in June, 1992 and since ratified by the Bangladesh, parliament. The UNFCC has so far held two Conferences of Parties (COP) of all the members who have ratified the UNFCC. The first COP was held in Berlin in 1995 and the second in Geneva in 1996. The third (COP3) was held in Kyoto. The UNFCC is one of the most important international treaties signed by the countries of the world in the field of environment which recognised the impact of Green House Gas (GHG) emissions from human activities such as burning coal, petroleum and natural gas for electricity, transport, industry, etc. This build up of GHG over centuries is likely to lead to a global warming and consequent sea level rise.
http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/apr/26/26042006ft.htm 

General Environment News

Australian Cyclone Eases, Misses Northern City
Thanh Nien Daily, Vietnam, 25 April 2006 - Tropical cyclone Monica was downgraded to a category 1 storm early Tuesday, sparing the northern Australian city of Darwin which had braced for the strongest cyclone ever to hit the nation's north.
Forecasters had feared cyclone Monica, rated at the strongest category five late Monday, was on course to hit Darwin with destructive winds stronger than those of cyclone Tracy, which flattened Darwin in 1974 and killed more than 60 people.
Hundreds of people took refuge in cyclone shelters in Darwin, while about 200 people were evacuated from nearby Goulbourn Island, as cyclone Monica headed for land with winds gusting up to 350 kph (220 mph).
http://www.thanhniennews.com/worlds/?catid=9&newsid=14832 

Java Volcano Residents Wait for Signs From Nature
New Zealand Herald, New Zealand  - 26.04.06   - SLEMAN, Indonesia - Java's towering Mount Merapi spews smoke, officials urge villagers to flee, but it is to animals on the slopes of the rumbling volcano that aged food kiosk owner Mrs. Atmorejo looks for a final warning of disaster.
Government officials including Yogyakarta provincial governor Hamengkubuwono X, the Sultan of Yogyakarta, have urged residents to leave the foothills of the volcano which claimed more than 60 lives in 1994 and 1,300 in a 1930 eruption. But so far, despite growing tremors, there has been no official order.
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/section/story.cfm?c_id=2&ObjectID=10378958 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News

Liberian Wins Goldman Environmental Prize

Monrovia, Liberia (PANA) - Liberian environmental activist, Silas Siakor, has brought pride to his war-torn country by winning this year's prestigious Goldman Environmental Prize. Siakor, 38, was awarded the Goldman Prize, the environmental equivalent of the Nobel Prize, at a colorful ceremony in San Francisco Monday for exposing evidence that former President Charles Taylor used profit from massive logging to fuel a brutal war in the West African sub-region. Siakor is currently head of the environmental group Sustainable Development Institute, SDI, and is co-author of two leading publications on the status of the Liberian forest. The Liberian and five other winners will each get the prize money of US$125,000, considered the world's largest prize for grassroots environmentalists. Goldman Environmental Prize winners are honored every April in the United States at a ceremony to present them to the world to celebrate their outstanding accomplishments. Siakor told PANA by phone from the US shortly after receiving the prestigious award that he will use the prize money further his environmental group's work in Liberia. The Goldman Prize founder, Richard Goldman said the Liberian environmental activist and the other winners were among the most important people in the world, having fought, often alone and at great personal risk, to protect the environment in their countries. Siakor, during the years of civil war in his country, worked to protect the biodiversity of the Upper Guinean Rainforest that span some five West African nations, and played a leading role in raising the issue of conflict timber to widespread international attention. Siakor also worked with international NGOs to provide field evidence to support the need for United Nations sanctions on timber sales from Liberia to stop the timber trade from fuelling war in Liberia and the sub-region. He undertook this work at great personal risk and received a number of direct threats on his life. He has also pushed for reform of the forestry sector in Liberia and in Africa, including promoting the Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) policy to Africa through the African Forest Law Enforcement and Governance Process (AFLEG).

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng110429&dte=25/04/2006
Namibia: CFC Response Sluggish

New Era (Windhoek): Close to a year since the Ministry of Trade and Industry introduced an incentive scheme for the conversion of cooling installations from chloroflouro-carbons (CFCs) to non-CFCs-based technology, the response has been very slow. Since the introduction of the scheme in May 2005, only six installations have been converted. Countries worldwide, according to the Montreal Protocol, can only use CFCs which are ozone depleting substances (ODS) until 2010, but Namibia wants to phase out their use in three years' time (2008). The ministry secured financial assistance from GTZ Proklima to the tune of N$1 million through which the ozone office could cover 60 percent of conversion costs of refrigeration and air-conditioning installations to non-CFC based technology. It is estimated that there are close to 200 cooling and refrigeration systems still running on CFCs especially in schools, hospitals, tourist resorts and Ministry of Defence institutions. Apart from public installations, the private sector also has systems running on CFCs in shops. But up to date, only six installations comprising of five in Hardap and one on a farm in the Omaheke Region have had their installations converted. The cost of converting the installations varies depending on the size ranging from N$2 000 to more than N$3 000. The aim of the conversion project is to prepare the market for the 2010 deadline, when CFCs will not be available anymore. In January 2005, a law that requires all people importing CFCs to be registered with the MTI to get permits was put in place, while all equipment designed to use CFCs have already been banned to protect the market. http://allafrica.com/stories/200604250462.html
Uganda: Uganda Told to Control Diesel Vehicles

The East African (Nairobi): Ugandan environmentalists want the government to control the number of diesel cars on the country's roads, saying they are the major cause of air pollution in Kampala. Since 2001, diesel vehicles have been dominating the market, posing health risk, the lobbyists say. Fuel dealers say most of the diesel on the Ugandan market contains no more than 0.5 to 1.0 per cent of sulphur. Diesel loaded with 0.5 per cent sulphur is termed low-sulphur diesel and is not very dangerous environmentally. Frank Muramuzi, the president of the National Association of Professional Environmentalists (NAPE), however said that the exhaust from these car engines contains substances that pose a risk to human health. These include many known or suspected cancer-causing substances such as benzene, arsenic and formaldehyde. The Ministry of Energy and Mineral Development's 2004 report says Uganda's diesel consumption has outgrown petrol use for the past four years. Last year, total sales of diesel were 261 million liters compared with 186.3 million liters of petrol. Studies show that diesel engines are a major source of fine-particle pollution. They produce nitrogen oxides, which can damage lung tissue, lower the body's resistance to respiratory infection and worsen chronic lung diseases such as asthma. Studies have also proven that use of diesel rather than petrol engines in cars may actually encourage global warming. Although diesel cars obtain 25 to 35 per cent better mileage and emit less carbon dioxide than similar petroleum cars, they can emit 25 to 400 times more mass of particulate black and associated organic matter per kilometer. However, Mr. Kabagambe defended the diesel being imported, saying although diesel basically has high sulphur content, the ministry is controlling the output to minimize the impact of pollution. http://allafrica.com/stories/200604250045.

Kenya: Oil Drilling Might Be Halted

The Nation (Nairobi): Environmental impact assessment is yet to be carried out on the ongoing oil exploration in Lamu. The disclosure comes amid protests and fears from local residents and environmental lobby groups that the offshore search for oil in the area may cause major environmental disasters. In a memorandum to the Government, presented to acting Energy minister Henry Obwocha, the residents are demanding a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) report to allay fears of degradation. "We demand an immediate halt of the test drilling until the report is produced for our perusal. The assessment has to be done by internationally recognized consultants under international environmental laws," the memorandum said. Speaking in Lamu after meeting various groups to explain the oil drilling plan, National Oil Corporation of Kenya managing director Mary M'Mukindia said baseline studies on the environment were being conducted. This is a highly specialized process that is being done in consultation with the National Environmental Authority (Nema) and is set to give vital data on how the drilling will affect the environment. Lamu has 11 blocks and about 16 wells have been drilled since late 1950s. Geologists have said there is a petroleum system that could lead to an oil find. http://allafrica.com/stories/200604250321.html                                           
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Bahrain

Beach clean-up campaign today

ABOUT 400 people from various companies, schools, the Southern Municipal Council, Southern Municipality and residents of Askar will take part in a beach clean-up campaign tomorrow.

The event, being organised by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources Environment and Wildlife, is held as part of ongoing efforts to promote environmental consciousness and cleanliness among residents.

It will be held from 9am to noon at the Ras Hayan Coast, near Askar in Sitra.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=141969&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=29037
Marshland training for 15 Iraqis

FIFTEEN Iraqis are taking part in a training course in Bahrain on how to make use of the Marshlands Information Network. The course is being held today and tomorrow at the Arabian Gulf University (AGU), Salmaniya .

The event has been organised by the Bahrain-based United Nations Environment Programme Regional Office for West Asia (UNEP-ROWA) and the International Environmental Technology Centre (UNEP-IETC) in Japan, in co-operation with the AGU.

The destruction of the Mesopotamian marshlands is widely recognised as one of the great environmental tragedies of our times.

The UNEP launched the Marshlands Information Network to combat this tragedy.

The system uses the Environmentally Sound Technologies Information System framework to provide a platform to share information.

The training course will teach participants how to use the system. At the end of the course they will be able to create and manage websites on the Internet, share and search for information across multiple ESTIS websites and appreciate the importance of knowledge management.

They are then expected to teach others in Iraq. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=141898&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=29036
Yemen

Sea Level Rise would Threaten Yemeni Islands, EPA Warns

Yemen’s low lying islands and coastal areas could be submerged if climate changes causes a rise in sea level, the President of the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Mahmoud Shdeiwa has warned. Shdeiwa, speaking a recent press conference, warned that climate change could lead to forced migration and hunger with decrease in crop yields.

While some positive consequences on the health of people are predicted to result from an increase in global temperatures, the negative consequences will far outweigh them, he said. "The worst of the consequences might include depletion of agricultural products and emigration," Shdeiwa said.

The consequences of an increased global warming could be dire if serious action is not taken to prevent it. "It leads to climate change and the abrupt changes in rates and distributions of rainfall,” he said. Yemen already suffers from annual flash floods that devastate homes, as well damaging crops. 
“While some regions of the world will undergo unusual long droughts, others will have excessive rains that could become devastating flash floods," he added.

However, he warned Yemenis not to despair, but to work for change. The EPA President sees that the global problem can be solved through a switch to alternative clean and environment-friendly fuels, expanding vegetation levels and the recycling of disposal for reduction in energy wastage. 

"Global warming is due to the accumulation of the gases surrounding the Earth due to human activities that result in emissions of huge quantities of such gases,” he explained. 
“The buried gases that exist naturally in the atmosphere for millions of years constitute 1% of the whole atmosphere and protect life on Earth by absorbing harmful solar radiation and mitigating temperature extremes between day and night.

http://www.yobserver.com/news_9972.php
Protected areas to save Yemen’s biodiversity
Bilqis gazelle, Yemen warbler, white-eyed gull, sterna and dragon and cucumber trees are names of species that existed plentifully in Yemeni nature, but nowadays, these species are extinct or threatened with extinction. These species are among many plant and animal species that are disappearing from the earth at an alarming rate.

According to biologists, life on earth now faces the most severe extinction period since the event that drove dinosaurs to extinction 65 million years ago. Species of plants, animals, fungi and microscopic organisms daily are exposed to extinction. In fact, biologists estimate that three species become extinct every hour and many scientists believe that human activity largely is responsible.

Therefore, biodiversity – biological variety that thrives in a healthy ecosystem – became the focus of intense international concern during the 1990s. http://yementimes.com/article.shtml?i=940&p=health&a=1
Oman

Move to designate Oman as a 'pioneer country' in protection of coral reefs

The Gulf's marine environment watchdog has recommended designating Oman as a 'pioneering country' in the management and protection of coral reefs in the region. 

A high-level meeting of the Regional Organisation for the Protection of Marine Environment (Ropme) here on Monday also nominated Iran and Saudi Arabia as 'pioneering countries' in the fields of biodiversity and monitoring land pollution, respectively.

The ministerial conference approved Iraq's re-admission into the organisation and re-appointed Dr Abdulrahman Al Awadhi as Ropme secretary-general. It endorsed a series of training courses and workshops and plans to conduct environmental surveys and studies to pinpoint sources of ground pollution in the region that affect the sea environment.

Established in 1979 and based in Kuwait, Ropme is made up of eight countries — Oman, UAE, Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar and Saudi Arabia. Their ministers responsible for marine environment attended Monday's meeting. They agreed to speed up building reception facilities, support environment awareness programmes in the member states and develop communication and links with other regional and international organisations involved in the protection of the marine environment.

The meeting also recommended the creation of a fund to tackle environment-related emergencies and develop capacities of member countries by utilising satellites and creating telemetry stations and databases to monitor the maritime environment.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2006/april/middleeast_april678.xml
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Biological diversity — reconciling global and local priorities 

While conservation clearly has huge potential to contribute to achieving the Millennium Development Goals, major challenges need to be tackled if this potential is to be realised. 

A fundamental question to ask is what is actually meant by conservation. To many in the North, conservation means preserving rare or endangered species and habitats so that we, and our children, may continue to enjoy them for generations to come. For those that actually live near, and depend upon, biodiversity in the South, the priority is to conserve those species that provide direct benefits such as food, medicine, fuel, or that have cultural or spiritual significance. 

Distinction between domesticated and wild species is also less meaningful to many southern rural communities, who farm forest gardens or gather food widely, than to the northern architects of international conservation policy. These different perspectives can result in major tensions between North and South, between policy makers and “policy-takers”, and their reconciliation requires a range of tools and strategies to negotiate trade-offs and to identify and build on synergies. 

Tools are not enough. Many conservation initiatives engage locally on the assumption that they are dealing with local people with legitimate rights to own and control their natural resources — while in fact the broader frameworks that might legitimise those right are entirely lacking. Tactical tools are of little value without higher-level strategies to strengthen governance, particularly at national levels. Many who rally for equity in conservation decision making would argue that solutions lie outside the sector, in much bigger issues like how society can shape governments and markets. 

People-centred conservation does not mean that the agendas of poor people must override the role of conservation in other key social aspirations such as environmental sustainability. But it does mean that the trade-offs and commonalities between local goals and global goals, between goals of conservation and goals of development, need to be given greater, and more incisive, attention than was the case in the past, so that differences in perceptions and priorities can be turned from problems into assets.
http://www.jordantimes.com/wed/features/features1.htm
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Darfur: UN Council imposes sanctions on four individuals, urges peace accord

25 April - Addressing the continuing atrocities against civilians in Darfur, Sudan, caused by fighting between rebels, the Government and allied tribal militias, the United Nations Security Council today urged that the parties reach a peace accord by the end of this month and imposed sanctions against four individuals considered a threat to the region.

In a resolution favored by 12 Members of the 15-Member Council, with three abstaining, restrictions were placed on the assets and international travel of Major General Gaffar Mohamed Elhassan, Commander of the Western Military Region for the Sudanese Air Force.

The measures were also directed at Adam Yacub Shant, Commander of the Sudanese Liberation Army rebel group; Gabril Abdul Kareem Badri, the Field Commander of another rebel group, the National Movement for Reform; and Sheikh Musa Hilal, the Paramount Chief of the Jalul Tribe in North Darfur.

In a separate statement read out by the Council's April President, Wang Guangya of China, the body urged that the talks taking place in Abuja, Nigeria meet the African Union's 30 April deadline for a peace deal for Darfur.

Sanctions have been the subject of much debate in the Council since fighting flared again earlier this year in Darfur, where over 180,000 people have already died and millions have been displaced. In December, 2005, the Council imposed an arms embargo on Sudan and paved the way for targeted sanctions against individuals.

At the time, Ambassador John Bolton of the United States said the purpose of the targeted sanctions mechanism “is to apply pressure – and I don't think we should be ashamed to say that – to people who are violating the arms embargo, not contributing to our effort to establish an effective peace process in Darfur and to restore the deteriorating security situation there.”

Today, the representatives of the three countries that abstained from voting on sanctions – China, the Russian Federation and Qatar – said that the measures would have a negative impact on the Abuja peace negotiations, which are in their final, critical week before the African Union deadline.

Both in the Sudanese context and in broader terms, said representative Konstantin Dolgov of the Russian Federation, the implementation of sanctions should be closely linked with the task of assisting and facilitating the resolution of the conflict and ensuring regional stability – not disrupting peace negotiations at such a critical time.

In a third action on the region today, the Council echoed Secretary-General Kofi Annan's previously expressed deep concerns over the instability along Chad's border with Sudan and over the situation of refugees from Darfur and the Central African Republic as well as internally displaced persons in Chad.

The body called on all States in the region to cooperate on preserving their common stability, urging Sudan and Chad to abide their obligations under recent agreements and “refrain from any actions that violate the border.”

Nepalese authorities tell UN all detained protesters to be released
25 April - The Nepalese authorities have told United Nations human rights officials that all those detained during the recent pro-democracy demonstrations which disrupted the Himalayan kingdom will be released, a UN spokesman said today.

Many detainees held under the Public Security Act were released today, according to the Nepal bureau of the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in Kathmandu, the capital, which is monitoring the situation, spokesman Stephane Dujarric told a press briefing in New York.

OHCHR-Nepal reported that the curfew had been lifted following King Gyanendra’s speech last night in which he agreed to reinstate the suspended parliament.

The Office, which has teams travelling throughout the capital and other cities and regions, observing rallies that took place in many locations, said there were no reported clashes with security forces.

Over the previous weeks of growing violence in the pro-democracy demonstrations, OHCHR-Nepal has deplored the “grossly excessive use of force” by police and army troops in which up to 14 people were reported to have been killed.

Meanwhile, with road travel severely curtailed, schools shut and major cities under curfew for the last three weeks, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) in Nepal has not been able to deliver critically needed food aid to communities around the country, including over half a million school children.

While more than 100,000 Bhutanese refugees living in eastern Nepal have been receiving supplies after WFP appealed to all parties to allow safe passage to food convoys travelling to the region, most operations in other parts of Nepal have come to a standstill in the last few weeks. Before this political crisis, WFP was providing food to over 1 million persons living in severely food insecure areas of the country.

“The crisis has put vulnerable communities in danger,” warned Anthony Banbury, WFP Regional Director for Asia.

“Children have not been fed in schools, mothers and pregnant women have not received nutritional support and communities have not received food to support their poorest members,” he added, voicing hope that deliveries could soon resume.

In another development, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) warned that young Nepalese must have access to safe water.

“Diarrhoea is already a top killer of children in Nepal,” said the agency’s Representative in Nepal, Dr. Suomi Sakai.

“Even under normal circumstances, some 45 children die each day from diarrhea,” Dr. Dr. Sakai said. “Water shortages tend to hit the poorest communities who don’t have the means to buy bottled water, and it is these communities whose children are at the most risk.”

Despite difficulties caused by the recent unrest, UNICEF and its partners recently carried out a national vitamin A distribution.

“Once the situation improves,” said Dr. Sakai, “a media campaign will be launched to encourage those families whose children did not receive the supplementation to visit the nearest health facility to receive their vitamin A. This vitamin is critical to child survival in Nepal, and the national distribution saves some 12,000 lives a year.”

UN Security Council authorizes European force in DR Congo
25 April - The United Nations Security Council today endorsed the deployment of a European Union reserve force in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to bolster stability in the vast country for its June 2006 presidential and parliamentary elections and up to four months afterward.

Through a resolution adopted unanimously, the Council authorized the force, to be known as Eufor R.D.Congo, to protect civilians, help guard the Kinshasa airport, protect its own personnel and installations, execute limited operations to extract individuals in danger and support the UN Observation Mission in the country (MONUC) in fulfilling its mandate.

The Congolese elections, slated for 18 June, are supported by the largest and most expensive electoral assistance operation the UN has ever undertaken, on the hope that the process will cement the country's transition from years of bloody conflict, including a six-year civil war, during which over 4 million people have been killed.

Earlier this month, the vanguard of a new Beninese battalion of UN peacekeepers arrived in embattled Katanga to help keep stability in that province during the election period. Overall, MONUC has nearly 18,000 uniformed personnel in the DRC.

In today's resolution, the Council called upon all Congolese parties to demonstrate their full commitment to democratic process by ensuring that the upcoming presidential and legislative elections were free, fair, peaceful and transparent.

It also called upon the Government to ensure that the presidential and parliamentary elections were held in accordance with the timetable of its Independent Electoral Commission.

Annan condemns Sri Lanka bombing as 'atrocious' and totally inexcusable

25 April - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today strongly condemned the “atrocious” suicide bombing at a military installation in Sri Lanka which killed several army personnel and civilians and seriously wounded the army chief, and called on the Government and Tamil separatists to resume peace talks.

In a statement issued by his spokesman, Mr. Annan said “no cause can justify such acts of violence” and expressed his condolences to the families of the bereaved and the Government.

“The Secretary-General is disturbed by the rapidly escalating violence on the island, as seen in a vicious cycle of attacks and retaliations that appears to seriously endanger the fragile peace process,” the statement added.

“He would like to again stress that a return to civil war will not resolve outstanding differences between the parties. He calls on the Government of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to summon the political will to resume their dialogue under the facilitation of the Norwegian Government,” it concluded.

Welcoming Iraqi leadership, Security Council urges formation of government

25 April - The United Nations Security Council today welcomed the election of Iraq’s new leadership and voiced hope that the country would soon form a government.

In a press statement, the current president of the 15-member body, Ambassador Wang Guangya of China, hailed last week’s elections of the Presidency Council, Speaker and Deputy Speakers of the Council of Representatives as well as the nomination of Prime Minister Jawad al-Maliki.

“The members express the hope that the constitutionally elected government of Iraq can now rapidly be formed,” the President said, stressing “the importance of that government being as broad-based, representative and effective as possible.”

On Saturday, the senior United Nations envoy to Iraq, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, offered his best wishes to the new leadership on behalf of Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

He said Iraq’s political leaders should “seize this new political momentum to form a government of national unity in a manner that will heal political and social divisions,” and called on all Iraqis “to unite in a spirit of national reconciliation and compromise to foster the establishment of peace and stability in Iraq.”

Security Council urges States to help Egypt find perpetrators of terror blasts

25 April - Condemning the terrorist attacks which rocked Dahab, Egypt, on Monday, the United

Nations Security Council today urged all countries to help the Cairo authorities bring those responsible to justice.

In a formal statement read out by the Council's April President, Wang Guangya of China, the 15- member body condemned the series of blasts “in the strongest terms” while stressing the need “to bring the perpetrators, organizers, financiers and sponsors of these intolerable acts to justice.”

The Council urged all States to cooperate with and provide assistance to the Egyptian Government toward this end.

Ambassador Wang reaffirmed the Council’s longstanding position that “terrorism in all its forms and manifestations constitutes one of the most serious threats to international peace and security, and that any acts of terrorism are criminal and unjustifiable, regardless of their motivation, wherever, whenever and by whomsoever committed.”

Given the need to fight threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts, he reiterated the Council’s determination “to combat all forms of terrorism, in accordance with its responsibilities under the Charter of the United Nations.”

Hailing Haiti vote, Security Council says long-term challenges still need attention

25 April - The United Nations Security Council today welcomed the recent parliamentary elections in Haiti while stressing that the impoverished Caribbean country still faces numerous challenges requiring international help.

In a press statement, Council President Wang Guangya, the Ambassador of China, commended the Haitian people for their participation in the second round of the parliamentary elections, held on Friday, and welcomed the “calm manner” in which voting took place.

“These elections constitute clear evidence of the Haitian people’s commitment to democracy,” he said, voicing appreciation for the work of the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH).

Reiterating the importance of timely municipal and local elections, the Council President stressed that security remains important for the further stabilization of the country.

“While acknowledging that elections are a major step in Haiti’s political transition, the members of the Council recognize that addressing the country’s many long-term challenges will require close cooperation between the Haitian authorities and the international community,” he said.

The UN helped organize the poll, together with February's presidential vote, as part of its peacekeeping mission in the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere.

Voters cast ballots at 804 voting centres to elect 27 senators and 83 deputies, according to MINUSTAH, which said that, consistent with expectations, participation was lower than the first round of elections, when René Préval was elected president.

Head of UN probe into Hariri murder has first meeting with Syrian president

25 April - The head of the United Nations panel looking into last year's assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri today held his first meeting with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.

Serge Brammertz, chief of the International Independent Investigation Commission (IIIC) which has already reported finding evidence pointing to both Lebanese and Syrian involvement in the bomb attack that killed the ex-premier and 22 others in Beirut, also met with Vice-President Farouk al-Shar'a in Damascus, the Syrian capital.

In a report to the Security Council in March, Mr. Brammertz said he had been promised a meeting with Mr. Assad during the upcoming month. In contrast to earlier problems with Syrian cooperation, he reported progress in this “critical area,” with a common understanding reached regarding access to individuals, sites and information.

The Security Council set up UNIIIC after an earlier UN mission found Lebanon's own investigation seriously flawed and Syria primarily responsible for the political tension preceding Mr. Hariri's murder.

In the latest report, Mr. Brammertz wrote that UNIIIC intended to request “full, unhindered and direct access” to documents, facilities and sites, as well as interviews with Syrian citizens.

Despite the cited progress, “it is important to note that the Commission will ultimately judge cooperation of the Syrian authorities on the merits of the information provided and promptness with which its requests are being accommodated,” he added.

UN human rights chief expects to visit strife-torn Darfur on trip to Sudan

25 April - United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour, at present on a visit to East Africa, is expected to visit Sudan's strife-torn Darfur region later this week, less than a month after UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland was banned from touring the area.

Asked at a news briefing in Geneva today if Ms. Arbour had guarantees that she would be allowed to visit Darfur, spokesman José Luis Díaz said it was fully expected that she would be able to go and all indications confirmed this.

When Mr. Egeland was banned from visiting Darfur at the beginning of this month the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) said it regretted the Government's decision and Secretary-General Kofi Annan sought to speak to Sudanese President Omar Hassan Ahmed al-Bashir.

The one-week visit beginning on Saturday is Ms. Arbour's second trip to Sudan. In addition to Khartoum, the capital, and Darfur she is scheduled to go to Juba in South Sudan where a peace agreement in January 2005 ended two decades of war between Government and rebel forces.

Since her first visit in 2004, she has issued two major reports on the situation in Sudan, one focusing on sexual violence and the other on the general human rights situation.

She now intends to see how the situation has progressed since the 2004 visit and the reports, in which she expressed concern about the disconnect between the commitments undertaken by the country in the area of human rights and the actual situation on the ground, Mr. Diaz said.

Ms. Arbour is currently in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where she was meeting with Prime Minister Meles Zenawi and senior judicial and law enforcement officials as well as with representatives of parties from across the political spectrum and human rights staff of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE).

She will then go to Nairobi, Kenya, to discuss human rights issues related to Somalia with the UN Political Office for Somalia, headed by Mr. Annan's Special Representative for the country, François Lonseny Fall.

UNICEF hails release of more child soldiers in Sudan

25 April - With 2,000 children out of an original total of 20,000 still associated with armed forces and groups in Southern Sudan, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has welcomed latest

demobilization of 250 youngsters, the biggest of its kind since the signature of a peace accord ended a two decades of civil war in January 2005.

“It is time for these children to go home, go to school and enjoy the fruits of peace,” UNICEF country representative Ted Chaiban said at yesterday’s ceremony in Upper Nile state.

UNICEF Sudan is seeking $16.5 million to support child demobilization and reintegration throughout Africa’s largest country but so far only $2.5 million has been received or pledged for 2006.

More funding will enable a more effective process and a wider range of programmes to meet the needs of these and other vulnerable children in the community as a whole in such areas as access to education, health, clean water, sanitation and hygiene.

Since 2001, an estimated 20,000 children from the former southern rebel forces, the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA), have been disarmed, demobilized and returned to their families and communities with UNICEF support.

But there are still an estimated 2,000 children associated with the SPLA, mainly in non-combat roles and in hard-to-reach areas. A significant minority are girls whose circumstances and needs often differ from those of boys and require special consideration.

In addition, there are an unknown number of under-18-year-olds in other armed groups in Southern Sudan, which were formerly allied to the central government in Khartoum. Since early 2006, many of these forces have re-aligned themselves with the SPLA and are being absorbed.

UNICEF has worked with the Sudan People's Liberation Movement, now the ruling party of the Government of Southern Sudan, to establish sound policies and procedures to release remaining children in the SPLA forces, facilitate tracing of their families, ensure sustainable reintegration into their communities and prevent future recruitment.

UN marks Africa Malaria Day by stressing need combination drugs, treated nets
25 April - The United Nations today marked Africa Malaria Day by highlighting the vital need to provide universal access to artemisinin-based combination therapies (ACTs) as quickly as possible on a continent where the mosquito-borne disease kills an estimated 1 million children below the age of five every year.

As a microcosm for the whole continent, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) highlighted the situation in the impoverished and strife-torn Horn of Africa country of Somalia, where it announced a policy shift from the traditional single-drug therapy.

The ACT treatment is made up of two drugs, Artesunate and Sulfadoxine- Pyramethamine, and UNICEF has been training health workers on its use to replace drugs to which the disease has developed high resistance.

“By introducing effective drugs for malaria treatment in Somalia, UNICEF and its partners will be addressing the challenge faced by children and women in combating malaria,” the agency’s country representative Christian Balslev-Olesen said.

“The malaria burden is worst felt among children below five years and pregnant women who account for majority of the reported cases and deaths.”

Further south, it is the same story in Malawi, where UNICEF and its partners in Roll Back Malaria - a global partnership that kicked off in 1998 - are calling for an accelerated effort to make ACT treatment widely available not only there but in more than 30 nations on the continent.

At the same time, UNICEF continues its focus on malaria prevention, primarily through the distribution of free mosquito nets.

Every day in Malawi, over 110 people die of malaria, nearly half of them under the age of 18. In Africa as a whole, 3,000 children die each day from this preventable disease. Now UNICEF is working with a Malawian non-governmental organization here to bring free life-saving bednets to families and help prevent their children from joining the grim statistics.

UNICEF is supporting the government’s fight against malaria by handing out the treated nets at mother-and-child clinics.

Since 2002, 3.8 million nets have been distributed but the percentage of families protected by them remains low.

It costs between $5 and $15 to produce, handle and distribute each net, but even the government-subsidised price of 40 cents per net for a mother with a child under five (and 80 cents for all others) is still far too high for most residents of a country where the income of a family of six averages around $1 a day. UNICEF’s efforts to provide free insecticide-treated nets are crucial. 

Côte d'Ivoire: UN rights official calls for aid to displaced people
25 April - With up to a million and a half people displaced by civil war and conflicts over land and ethnicity in Côte d'Ivoire, a senior United Nation official today called on the authorities, humanitarian organizations and international donors to implement a quick and detailed plan of action to help these largely forgotten victims.

“It is now time to act,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Representative on the Human Rights of InternallyDisplaced Persons (IDPs), Walter Kälin, said at the end of a week-long visit to the West African country, which has been divided between a rebel-held north and Government-controlled south since 2002.

“Côte d'Ivoire is facing a protection crisis in terms of the human rights of the internally displaced,” he added, noting that these people are forced to live in a state of destitution, with obstructed access to food, education and health services, and that many are children, some exploited for prostitution or agricultural labour in the plantations.

Mr. Kälin stressed that while the majority of the displaced had been accepted by host families - and he commended the spirit of generosity and solidarity of the Ivorian people – they had also become victims of serious human rights violations committed by all parties to the conflict.

Furthermore, they have fallen prey to racketeering and corruption, and cases of targeted assassinations, torture and sexual violence have also been reported.

Company donates services to UN to screen out risky vendors

25 April - The United Nations is now better able to screen prospective contractors and other partners for any involvement in criminal activity -- such as money laundering, drug trafficking or terrorist financing -- with the donated assistance of the world's leading researcher of such information, a humanitarian official announced today.

The company, World-Check, joins Eriksson, which provides communications, and DHL, which assists in logistics, as private sector partners for swifter and more effective emergency humanitarian response, particularly crucial in such large-scale disasters as the Indian Ocean tsunami of late 2004, said Kevin Kennedy, Director of the Coordination and Response Division of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

“This really came out of the humanitarian agencies in trying to extend our own range of common services available to agencies in humanitarian response and this is just one more part of the repertoire,” Mr. Kennedy told the press at UN Headquarters in New York today. Agencies that will use World Check's services include the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the World Food Programme (WFP), as well as OCHA.

World-Check's database, which is updated daily in real-time by its international research team, is derived from hundreds of thousands of public sources covering over 240 countries and territories.

The intelligence gathered from these open sources is consolidated and organized into highly-structured profiles on each and every entity. According to OCHA, World-Check data will be used to screen for risky individuals throughout the system, with a particular emphasis on contractors involved in reconstruction following the tsunami.

The company currently serves more than 1,600 financial institutions and government agencies in 120 countries and its clients include 43 of the 50 largest financial institutions in the world, as well as hundreds of government agencies, OCHA said.

High oil prices and global warming are boosting renewable bioenergy - UN

25 April - Under the pressure from soaring oil prices and growing environmental constraints,

momentum is gathering for a major international switch from fossil fuels to renewable bio-energy sources such as sugar cane or sunflower seeds, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said today.

“The gradual move away from oil has begun. Over the next 15 to 20 years we may see bio-fuels

providing a full 25 per cent of the world’s energy needs,” Alexander Müller, the new Assistant

Director-General for FAO’ Sustainable Development Department, Alexander Müller, said at the agency’s Rome headquarters.

FAO’s interest in bio-energy stems from the positive impact which energy crops are expected to have on rural economies and the opportunity offered countries to diversify their energy sources.

“At the very least it could mean a new lease of life for commodities such as sugar whose international prices have plummeted,” FAO’s Senior Energy Coordinator Gustavo Best noted.

Factors pushing for such a momentous change in the world energy market include environmental constraints such as increased global warming and the Kyoto Protocol’s curbs on emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gasses as well as a growing perception by governments of the risks of dependence on oil.

“Oil at more than 70 dollars a barrel makes bio-energy potentially more competitive,” Mr. Müller said. “Also, in the last decade global environmental concerns and energy consumption patterns have built up pressure to introduce more renewable energy into national energy plans and to reduce reliance on fossil fuels.”

FAO highlighted Brazil as an example for the rest of the world. Latin America’s largest country is the world’s biggest producer of bio-ethanol and 1 million Brazilian cars already run on fuel made from sugar cane, with most new cars powered by “flex fuel” engines. Introduced three years ago they use either gasoline or bioethanol, or any mix of the two.

Europe lags well behind Brazil in bio-ethanol production and consumption, but the European Union (EU) has set itself the target of increasing the share of bio-fuels in transport to 8 per cent by 2015. However, if oil prices stay high, things could move even faster, FAO noted.

Europe is already the world’s largest producer of bio-diesel, now made from rapeseed, soya or sunflower seeds.

“The beauty of bio-energy is that production can be tailored to local environments and energy needs,” Mr. Best said. “Where there’s land, where there’s farmers, where there’s interest, bio-energy may be the best option. And if we add some sound analysis and good business models, we will get that option right.”

But he stressed that FAO was focusing on the likely benefits for small farmers. One hazard is that large-scale promotion of bio-energy relying on intensive cash-crop monocultures could see the sector dominated by a few agri-energy giants, without any significant gains for small farmers.

UN official due in Eritrea on mission to aid victims of drought and conflict
25 April - The top United Nations relief official for Horn of Africa was arriving in Eritrea tonight at the start of a week-long mission to a region where recurrent drought and food insecurity are threatening the lives of 11 million people.

Special Humanitarian Envoy for the Horn of Africa Kjell Magne Bondevik will also visit Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia.

Several years of successive rainfall failures and the concomitant rapid erosion of assets and livelihoods have left the people in parts of the five countries to suffer from water shortages and declining access to food, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

The predominately pastoral and agro-pastoral communities are being forced to travel vast distances to find grazing for their animals. Meanwhile, reduced agricultural production has led to a dramatic increase in the price of food commodities, particularly of cereals. Without assistance, many people face malnutrition, significantly increased risk of disease, loss of livelihoods and even death.

As part of the response to the situation, Secretary-General Kofi Annan appointed former Norwegian Prime Minister Bondevik as Special Humanitarian Envoy in February. The UN has also launched a $426-million appeal for the Horn of Africa to support the urgent needs of the affected people.

UN hails Syria’s acceptance of Palestinians stranded on Iraqi- Jordanian border
25 April - The United Nations refugee today welcomed Syria’s acceptance of 181 Palestinians

stranded in difficult conditions at the Iraqi-Jordanian border after they fled Baghdad out of fear for their security.

“We are grateful that the Syrian government is offering a solution to the group,” UN High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman William Spindler told a news briefing in Geneva.

“Contacts are presently underway with all concerned to ensure a smooth transfer of the group to

Syria.”

But UNHCR has not been told whether Syria will accept other Palestinians who have faced intimidation and attacks, with many incidents of harassment, kidnapping, beatings and killings reported over the past few months.

There are an estimated 34,000 Palestinians in Iraq of whom 23,000 have been registered by UNHCR in Baghdad. They came to Iraq in three main waves - in 1948 on the creation of Israel, in 1967 after the six-day war and in 1991 after the Gulf War.

They were provided with protection and assistance by the ousted regime of Saddam Hussein and enjoyed a relatively high standard of living that some segments of Iraqi society considered unfair, according to UNHCR.

As news spread of Syria’s agreement on Saturday to accept the group that had been stranded at the Trebil border point, just inside Iraq, since 19 March, another group of 50 Palestinians left Baghdad, hoping to get admitted as well, but there has been no word so that they will be, Mr. Spindler said.

At first the new arrivals remained on their bus, until the weather turned so bad that 34 women and children were temporarily given shelter with the group of 181. The men moved to a site further away from the camp. They were provided with food and water by the border authorities and other Palestinians.

 “The situation inside the Trebil border camp is getting more and more difficult,” Mr. Spindler said. “Over the weekend, strong winds and dust storms blew away several tents and temporary infrastructure such as latrines and caused heavy damage to the camp.

“At the same time, we are continuing our efforts with UNAMI and the Iraqi authorities, to improve the security situation of the Palestinians in the capital,” he added, referring to the UN Assistance Mission in Iraq.

Global teacher shortages threaten goal of quality education for all
25 April - With a projected worldwide shortage of 18 million teachers over the next decade, most critically in Sub-Saharan Africa and the Arab States, a United Nations report released today advocates training parents and teaching assistants to fill the gap, along with other innovative solutions.

“This is the Darfur of children’s future in terms of literacy,” Peter Smith, Assistant Director-General for Education of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), told correspondents at UN Headquarters in New York.

“We have to invent new solutions or we or as good as righting off this generation,” he added.

Entitled “Teachers and Educational Quality: Monitoring Global Needs for 2015,” the report, produced by UNESCO’s Institute for Statistics, assesses trends in teacher quantity and quality while exploring the policy implications of bridging the gap between the two, especially in developing countries.

The greatest challenge, the report says, lies in sub-Saharan Africa, which will need to expand its teaching force by 68 per cent by 2015. Countries like Chad will need almost four times as many primary teachers, from 16,000 to 61,000, while Ethiopia must double its staffing to achieve universal primary education.

The Arab States will need to create 450,000 new teaching posts, mainly in Egypt, Iraq, Morocco and Saudi Arabia. Another 325,000 teachers will be needed in South and West Asia, primarily in Afghanistan, where the teaching force must grow by almost 9 per cent a year over the next decade, according to Institute estimates.

In general, the countries needing the most teachers have the least qualified personnel, with only 45 per cent of teachers having a lower secondary education, which is considered the absolute minimum qualification to teach.

Even North America and Western Europe, though, face a shortage in specialized teachers, particularly in math and science, partly as the result of changing demographic and labour conditions.

The education report is one of the highlights of Education For All Week, observed from 24 to 28 April and intended to remind governments keep their promise to achieve Education for All by 2015, one of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) agreed upon by world leaders at the 2000 World Summit.

The theme of this year’s celebrations is Every Child Needs a Teacher.

Kosovo: UN envoy hails reconstruction in Roma neigbourhood

25 April - The senior United Nations envoy to Kosovo today hailed a ground-breaking ceremony marking the start of reconstruction at the Roma Mahala neighbourhood that will allow displaced people to return to their homes there.

The event is part of the Return to Roma Mahala Project which will involve building two apartment blocks each housing two dozen families and 57 houses in the first phase. Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, Søren Jessen-Petersen, called the initiative a lasting solution for the Roma to go back to their homes. “Today we are literally paving the way for the return in freedom, in safety and in dignity of many Roma who have been displaced for far too long,” he said.

Stressing that individuals must exercise their right to return, he voiced conviction that a decision on the status of Kosovo “will bring the clarity that every displaced person needs to have.”

In 1999, Roma Mahala was home to some 8,000 Roma, Ashkali and Egyptians, many of whom are living either as internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Kosovo, Serbia and Montenegro, or abroad. The Return to Roma Mahala Project represents the largest urban return project in Kosovo.

Annan condemns terror blasts in Egypt

24 April - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi today condemned the series of deadly blasts which rocked the Egyptian city of Dahab and extended his condolences to all those affected by the terrorist attack.

“The Secretary-General was shocked to learn of the death and destruction wrought by explosions in Dahab,” a UN spokesman said in a statement released in New York.

“The Secretary-General condemns this act of terror targeting innocent people,” the spokesman said, extending Mr. Annan's condolences “to the injured, the families of those that have been killed and to the people and Government of Egypt.”

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

25 April 2006

The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Briefing by Spokesman for Secretary-General
Good afternoon.  Joining us today will be Peter Smith, who is UNESCO’s Assistant Director General for Education, and Albert Motivans of UNESCO’s Institute for Statistics.  They are here to present UNESCO’s report on teacher shortages in the developing world.

** Nepal
From Nepal, the UN Human Rights Office in Nepal reports that the curfew in that country has been lifted today, following the King’s speech last night.

The Human Rights Office had teams travelling throughout the capital, Kathmandu, today, observing the rallies that took place in a number of locations. There were no reported clashes between security forces and the people holding these rallies. Also, no clashes were reported by human rights teams that were observing rallies in the other Nepalese cities and regions.

Also, many detainees held under the Public Security Act were released today.  And, the Nepalese authorities told the UN Human Rights monitors that all such detainees would be released, and the Office will be following up on that.

**Lebanon/Syria
Many of you have been asking us about the travels and work of Serge Brammertz, who heads up the independent inquiry into the killing of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, as well as 22 other people.

Brammertz travelled to Damascus today, where he held two separate meetings, one with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and another one with Syrian Vice-President Farouk al-Shar'a.  These meetings had been referred to in the Commission’s third report, which was released on 14 March.

**Security Council
The Security Council today is currently holding closed consultations on the Secretary-General’s latest report on Western Sahara, which came out on the racks yesterday.  Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi briefed the Council on the report, as did the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy, Peter van Walsum.

Council members are also scheduled to discuss two draft presidential statements and a draft resolution on Sudan.  And those texts may be acted upon following consultations early this afternoon.  Also after consultations, the Council is expected to vote on a resolution concerning a European force that would contribute to the stability in the Democratic Republic of the Congo around the time of the elections.

** Egypt
And yesterday, as a reminder, we did issue a statement, late yesterday afternoon, in which the Secretary-General condemned the targeting of innocent people in the explosions that took place in Dahab, Egypt.  The Secretary-General offered his sincere condolences to the injured, the families of those who were killed and the people and Government of Egypt.  And that statement is still available upstairs. 

** Haiti
Also, on Haiti’s second round of parliamentary elections last week, the Secretary-General says that together with the outcome of the presidential election, Friday’s vote represents a crucial step towards placing Haiti firmly on the path to peaceful and stable development. 

The Secretary-General also believes that it will be essential for the country’s progress that all elements of Haiti’s political spectrum and the various branches of Haiti’s Government work in a spirit of close cooperation to ensure that this opportunity is fully grasped.  And we have copies of that statement, which was also issued late yesterday afternoon, upstairs. 

** Côte d’Ivoire
Following a one week visit to Côte d’Ivoire, the Secretary-General’s Representative for the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons, Dr. Walter Kälin, says the internally displaced there have been largely forgotten.

Kälin says the country is facing a protection crisis in terms of the human rights of the displaced, and that this was mainly due to the lack of an adequate response to their needs and the lack of knowledge of their rights. And we have more on his comments available upstairs.

**Horn of Africa
The Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the Horn of Africa, former Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik, arrives in Eritrea tonight to begin a regional mission which will also include Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya.  Bondevik will be studying the recurrent drought and food insecurity that is threatening the lives of 11 million people in the region.

** Colombia
And a new report out today from the UN Children’s Fund says that at least 1 million children continue to be severely affected by the ongoing armed conflict in Colombia. UNICEF does not have adequate resources to respond to their needs.

The report says that between 2.5 and 3.5 million people are internally displaced in Colombia, and about half of them are children and adolescents.  UNICEF says it has a shortfall of about $1.7 million for its work in Colombia.

**Budget
And lastly, the arrival of two cheques from Grenada and Mozambique today brings the number of fully paid-up Member States to 81.  And each of those countries contributed about $17,000.  Thank you for those. 

**Press Conference on Wednesday
And one more thing, flagging a press conference tomorrow at 11:15 a.m., Julia Freedson of Watchlist on Children in Armed Conflict will be here to brief you.  And that briefing is being sponsored by the Canadian Mission.

That is it for me.

Yes, Nick?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  On this World-Check announcement that we had the press conference on before, Kevin Kennedy was up here with them and it seemed a little odd that someone from the UN procurement office was not up there. And the UN itself is not on the list of UN agencies or organizations that would be working with them. So is the UN procurement office going to be working with World-Check or taking advantage of these services?

Spokesman:  I will check for you.

Question:  Do you have any sense of how long they’re going to be offering their services pro bono to the UN?

Spokesman:  No, I don’t, but that’s probably a question you should have posed to them.

Question:  And one more question on Charles Taylor.  Has the United Nations, or has Secretary-General Annan, appealed to Denmark formally for a request?

Spokesman:  I can confirm the letter that was mentioned in the press today.  The Secretary-General did write to Denmark regarding assistance after a judgement is rendered in the Taylor case.

Question:  Is he considering going to any African countries?  And, though there’s some reluctance about that, but given that no European nations are coming forward, would he go to African nations?

Spokesman:  No, the process is still under way regarding what will happen to Mr. Taylor after the judgement, but I don’t have any further details to share with you.  What I would add, and what the Special Court has asked us to remind you, is that, meanwhile, the process by which Mr. Taylor is going to trial is continuing, following a pretty detailed timeline in Freetown.

Yes, Masood?

Question:  Yesterday I asked you about Mr. Jan Pronk and the OIOS.  Do you have any update on that point?

Spokesman:  No, I do not.

Question:  Is Brammertz leaving Damascus now or is he going to be there for a while? 

Spokesman:  No, the only information we received from his office is about the two meetings.  As you know from the past, they’ve been very reluctant to share any detailed information about his travel plans.

Yes, Matthew?

Question:  On South Sudan, there is a report today on Relief Web saying that the UNHCR, due to weakness or lack of presence in South Sudan, is holding back the return of people to South Sudan.  And the report calls for the UN or UNMIS to review that and do something about it. What’s going to happen with that? 

Spokesman:  I will check. I don’t have any information on this particular case, but we can check right after the briefing. 

Yes, Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Does the Secretary-General have any further travel plans?  Will he be attending the Summit of the African Union or visit other countries?

Spokesman:  He does have quite extensive travel plans in the next few months.  And, as soon as we can share the details with you on the record, we will.

Question:  Will he be going to China?

Spokesman:  As soon as we can confirm those travel dates on the record, we will.

Question:  Any further details on the UN Baghdad bomber?

Spokesman:  No, I think the use of the word “confusing” remains apt at this point.  We’re trying to get some more information on exactly what transpired in the courtroom and who exactly this man is and what he confessed to.

Yes, Benny?  And then we’ll go back to Matthew.

Question:  Just one more on Baghdad, since OIOS will not confirm independently that Mr. Qazi has been exonerated, are you going to take it back?

Spokesman:  I’m not taking anything back, Benny.  As soon as we have the complete report, you can expect a statement from the Secretary-General’s office.

Yes, Matthew?

Question:  Downstairs in the basement, in conference room “A”, there’s a meeting going on, the sign of which says “DPKO Logistics Support Division Darfur Planning Team”.  I was wondering, is that planning, sort of, in case?

Spokesman:  Yes, it’s going forward.  And, tomorrow, the Department of Peacekeeping Operations will present to the Security Council a number of options on what a UN force would look like for an eventual transfer of a force from the African Union to the United Nations.

Question:  There is not new news?  That’s preparing for a presentation of possible options?

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  Does that mean that DPKO pretty much adopted the idea of visiting the country without a visa?

Spokesman:  At some point, one can’t have deployment without, obviously, a field visit, an assessment visit.  But, the fact that the Sudanese President told the number two official in peacekeeping operations that, at this point, he did not feel that he could allow an assessment team to go forward in Darfur, has not stopped us from being able to present, tomorrow, options on what a UN force could look like.

Question:  Has the Osama (inaudible)…

Spokesman:  As I said, the security assessments of all our people who work in the field in sensitive places is done on a daily basis and changes are made accordingly.

Yes, Mark?

Question:  I asked about this a couple of days ago, and I’m wondering if you had a response.  Kofi Annan was reportedly going to go to Thailand to give the King a prize from the UN, which was to be (inaudible) now I think.  What is this all about?  Was there an open procedure to determine if the King was the most suitable recipient of this prize?  Why is the UN giving the King of Thailand a prize? 

Spokesman:  I owe you an answer on that question.

Yes, Nick?

Question:  Sorry to go back to this World-Check thing, but I just want to pin something down.  World-Check announces what appears to be a fairly major deal with various UN agencies today, on background checks and procurement, and you don’t know whether the UN procurement office itself is in any way involved in this deal?

Spokesman:  This announcement was made by OCHA.  I think they were in the lead in procuring World-Check, and I will verify with the procurement department what they plan to do with it. 

Question:  Also on South Sudan, the report that you mentioned that would be presented to the Security Council tomorrow, is it the report that the Council requested by the 24 April or is it just another report (inaudible)?  

Spokesman:  No, it is the report that the Council had requested.

Question:  (Inaudible)?

Spokesman:  No, it will be an oral presentation, but we are working on getting a peacekeeping official to brief the press afterwards at the stakeout.

Yes, Mark?

Question:  Did DPI yesterday have a meeting with someone from the Temple of Understanding?  What is the Temple of Understanding?  Why is the UN meeting with the Temple of Understanding, and is this the sort of meeting that Robert Orr was referring to as a useless waste of time and taxpayers’ money and UN officials’ time?

Spokesman:  I have no clue what the Temple of Understanding is.  I obviously don’t belong to it, because I would know more.

Question: It’s the code of silence.

Spokesman:  Yes, it’s the code of silence.  Yes, that’s my temple.  But I will follow up on that.  On that note, I think I will invite my friends from UNESCO to rescue me.  So, please.
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