[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





[image: image2.png]


 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Tuesday, 8 August  2006



Other Environment News
· Deep Threats on the High Seas (Washington Post) 
· Oil-Field Closure to Hit Pumps (Los Angeles Times)
· The big question: Is it possible to drill for oil without devastating the environment? (The Independent)
· Water Levels Rising in Kyrgyzstan's Largest Lake (Environmental News Service)
· Los bomberos luchan contra nueve incendios en Portugal (Hoy Digital)
· Tsunami Boosts Illegal Indonesia Logging (Associated Press)
· Tags record epic bird migration (BBC)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  7 August  2006
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  7 August 2006
Xinhua:  Cyprus warns of ecological disaster of Lebanon's oil spill
8.8.2006

A Cypriot minister urged the European Union on Monday to confront a possible ecological disaster of oil spill in Lebanon due to Israeli bombing. 

If the oil spill could not be dealt with promptly at the moment, it would create a big problem, said Cypriot Minister of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment Fotis Fotiou.

"Maybe at this moment we have not seen oil spill in our waters.. .but we do care about the ecological catastrophe already caused in the area," Fotiou said.

"We must not forget the Mediterranean is a closed basin and sooner or later the ecological catastrophe will affect us too."

Fotiou has asked Finnish Minister of Environment whose country holds rotating presidency of the European Union to convene a special meeting to tackle the issue.

Israel launched a massive assault against Lebanese Hezbollah on July 12 following the abduction of two Israeli soldiers in a cross- border attack.

Israeli jets hit storage tanks at the Jiyyeh plant south of the Lebanese capital Beirut at the beginning of the conflict, spilling an estimated 10,000 to 30,000 ton of oil into the Mediterranean, according to the United Nations Environment Program.
_____________________________________________________________________________
ABC News (US): A Closer Look;  Dirty War
 Dan Harris
 David Wright (Beirut, Lebanon)

7.8.2006


DAN HARRIS (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) In our "Closer Look," a different kind of collateral damage. Tonight, an environmental disaster is washing ashore all along the Mediterranean Sea. The coast of Lebanon is famous for its beautiful beaches but as ABC's David Wright explains, the toxic tides of war have changed that.

DAVID WRIGHT (ABC NEWS) 

(Voiceover) Some of the casualties of this war haven't even been counted yet. Three weeks ago, Israeli bombs struck the Jiyah power plant, sending thick plumes of smoke into the air and thick waves of fuel into the Mediterranean. Three weeks later, the storage tanks are still burning, the fuel, still seeping out. The beaches of Beirut are as black as liquid.

WAEL HMAIDAN (GREEN LINE)

There wasn't other issues covering this problem, this would be the story of the year in the Mediterranean region. Now, it's just collateral damage.

DAVID WRIGHT (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Environmental officials say the Israeli navy has not allowed them to venture into Lebanon's territorial waters. But satellite imagery shows the extent of the spill. At least 6.5 million gallons of oil, nearly the size of the Exxon Valdez disaster.

BERJ HATJIAN (LEBANON ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY)

What we have here is equivalent to a tanker sinking into the sea and 20,000 to 30,000 tons reaching the shorelines.

DAVID WRIGHT (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) And nothing has been done to contain it.

DAVID WRIGHT (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) The oil slick has already polluted two-thirds of Lebanon's coastline and now extends all the way to Syria. But they can't even assess the damage, let alone begin the cleanup, until there's a cease-fire.

EDGAR CHEHAB (UN ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM)
[NB: Mr Chehab is the Energy and Environment Programme Officer for UNDP Lebanon]

Under the war, under the fire, how can you do it? Two, we don't have the equipment, nor the proper knowledge in the country

DAVID WRIGHT (ABC NEWS)

(Voiceover) Already, local fishermen have noticed an impact. But the extent of damage to marine life won't be clear for some time. This is normally spawning season for the endangered sea turtle. Its habitat is now a toxic waste site. Roads and bridges can be repaired. Lebanon's environmental infrastructure is more fragile. And the damage gets worse by the day. David Wright, ABC News, Beirut.

DAN HARRIS (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) And we should say the damage to the environment is in no way limited to Lebanon. Thousands of acres of forests and fields across northern Israel have been scorched by Hezbollah rockets. Experts say about a million trees have been destroyed there. And that it will take at least 50 years for those forests to recover.

DAN HARRIS (ABC NEWS)

(Off-camera) And here at home, an update now on John Glenn. The astronaut and former Senator, along with his wife, has been released from a hospital in Columbus, Ohio, after a car accident Friday night. Glenn says, "I do not recommend you go test your air bags the way we did." Doctors say neither the former senator nor his wife was seriously hurt. And he apparently still has his sense of humor.

DAN HARRIS (ABC NEWS)
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Telegraph (LONDON): The black sea Slick from bombed Lebanese oil depot threatens Mediterranean
 Adrian Blomfield and Ramsay Short in Beirut
7.8.2006
 
THE Mediterranean is facing an "environmental catastrophe'' as millions of gallons of oil gushes from a Lebanese storage depot struck by Israeli warplanes.

Experts from the United Nations and other international institutions warned yesterday that the slick could spread to the beaches of Turkey, Cyprus and Greece, depending on wind direction and speed.

More than 12,000 tons of oil have already spewed into the sea since Israel bombed the depot in Jiyeh, 15 miles south of Beirut, three weeks ago. In the past two days the slick has spread northwards. By last night it stretched along 70 miles of the Lebanese coastline and had reached Syrian waters. 

Not since Saddam Hussein deliberately pumped crude oil into the Persian Gulf in 1991 has an act of war caused so devastating a maritime ecological crisis.

Nor have the still smouldering storage containers at Jiyeh yet spent their fuel. If the conflict prevents the flow from being stemmed soon, Lebanese environmentalists warn that the spill could reach almost 30,000 tons - nearly as much oil as spewed out of the Exxon Valdez when it struck a reef off Alaska in 1989.

"An environmental catastrophe is threatening the Mediterranean region,'' said Paul Misfud, a co-ordinator of the Mediterranean Action Plan, a UN body monitoring the maritime ecology.

The sludge, thick and foul-smelling, stretches along the beach at Beirut towards the northern horizon. Two seagulls, their white feathers turned a gooey black, yesterday hopped around each other, desperately trying to raise their coated wings. Nearby a fish flapped feebly in the poisoned mire and died.

Overshadowed by the humanitarian cost of the war on the civilians of Lebanon and Israel, the oil spill has all but been ignored.

A clean-up is desperately needed. Yet because of an Israeli naval blockade of Lebanon, work cannot begin until a ceasefire is in place.

"Three weeks have passed in which there has been no remedial action whatsoever,'' said Achim Steiner, the executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).

"The tragic part of this is that it is an environmental disaster that compounds the humanitarian crisis. Lebanon is a country that depends on tourism and this will make it even more difficult to recover.''

Experts trying to map out what the international response to the disaster should be have been hampered by the dearth of information available. Although satellite images have shown how fast the slick is spreading, aerial photographs are even more important. Only the Israeli air force has taken such pictures. Requests to hand them over have been ignored, UN sources say, in contravention of Israel's international obligations as a signatory to the convention that governs ecological affairs in the Mediterranean.

In the meantime, the Lebanese government says it has been trying to do what it can, carrying out toxicity tests on fish and beginning a clean-up with whatever rudimentary materials are available.

Lebanon is known as an ecological hot spot, an area of outstanding maritime biodiversity. There are particular fears for the future of several endangered species of turtle that breed on Lebanon's beaches. At this time of year, hatchlings are emerging from eggs and trying to make the fraught journey back into the sea.

Ghada Mitri, the Lebanese environment ministry's co-ordinator for the oil spill, predicted that even by an optimistic estimate, the clean-up will take at least a year.

The future is also looking gloomy for Lebanon's holiday industry.

"Even if there is a ceasefire, I am ruined,'' said Elie Geagea, the proprietor of a beach resort south of Beirut. "The Israelis don't need to kill me with bombs. They have killed me with this oil.''

THE TEN WORST OIL SPILLS

1 Atlantic Empress, 1979, off Tobago,

West Indies. Carrying 280,000 tons of oil

2 ABT Summer, 1991, 700 nautical miles off Angola. 260,000 tons

3 Castillo de Bellver, 1983, off Saldanha Bay,

South Africa. 257,000 tons

4 Amoco Cadiz, 1978, off Brittany. 227,000 tons

5 Have, 1991, Genoa, Italy. 140,000 tons

6 Odyseey, 1988, 700 nautical miles off Nova Scotia.132,000 tons

7 Torrey Canyon, 1967, Scilly Isles.119,000 tons

8 Urquiola, 1976, La Coruna, Spain. 108,000 tons

9 Hawaiian Patriot,1977, 300 nautical miles off Honolulu. 99,000 tons

10 Independenta, 1979, Bosphorus, Turkey.

93,000 tons

Source: International Tanker Owners' Pollution Federati
____________________________________________________________________________

The Evening Standard (London): Oil spill threatens environmental disaster  
ALISTAIR FOSTER 
7.8.2006

THE Mediterranean is facing an "environmental catastrophe" from a massive oilslick created by a bomb during the Middle East conflict. 

More than 12,000 tons of oil gushed into the sea after a Lebanese storage depot was struck by Israeli warplanes three weeks ago.

It has already spread 70 miles along the Lebanese coastline and there are fears it could reach the beaches of Turkey, Cyprus and Greece. The spill is the worst maritime ecological disaster caused by an act of war since Saddam Hussein deliberately pumped crude oil into the Gulf in 1991.

It has already killed millions of birds and fish that have been washed up on the shoreline.

The storage containers, 15 miles south of Beirut, have not yet spent their fuel, and the spill could reach as much as 30,000 tons. It has been all but ignored after being overshadowed by the humanitarian cost of the war on the civilians of Israel and Lebanon. Work on a cleanup cannot begin until there is a ceasefire.

Achim Steiner, executive director of the UN Environment Programme, said: "This is an environmental disaster that compounds the humanitarian crisis.

"Lebanon is a country that depends on tourism and this will make it even more difficult to recover."

High toll: dead fish littering the beach at Ramlet el-Baida, Beirut
____________________________________________________________________________

The New Zealand Herald: Oil slick from bombed depot threatens Mediterranean 
 8.8.2006
 

NAIROBI - Oil leaking from a bombed power station in Lebanon has reached the coastline of neighbouring Syria and is spreading north, the Kenya-based United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said.

 

Israeli jets hit storage tanks at the Jiyyeh plant south of the Lebanese capital Beirut at the beginning of the war, spilling an estimated 10,000 to 30,000 metric tons of oil into the Mediterranean.

 

"Satellite imagery ... now shows that the oil slick has entered Syrian waters and has already contaminated approximately 10 km of coastline north of the borders between Syria and Lebanon," UNEP said in a statement.

 

The spill has already polluted over 80 km of Lebanon's coastline, the statement said.

 

Lebanon's Environment Ministry has called it the worst environmental disaster to hit the Arab state.

 

Local ecologists say the oil is especially threatening since fish spawn and sea turtles, including the endangered green turtle, nest on Lebanon's coast.

 

The conflict between Israel and Lebanon-based Hizbollah flared after militants kidnapped two Israeli soldiers in a July 12 raid.

 

"An environmental catastrophe is threatening the Mediterranean region ... hostilities must cease to guarantee immediate access to the affected area," said Paul Misfud, coordinator for UNEP-Mediterranean Action Plan. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Sydney Morning Herald:  Air strike on oil depot threatens ecological disaster

8.8.2006

The Mediterranean faces an environmental catastrophe as millions of litres of crude oil gush from a Lebanese storage depot struck by Israeli warplanes.

United Nations experts say the oil could reach the beaches of Turkey, Cyprus and Greece, depending on wind direction and speed.

More than 12,000 tonnes of oil have already spewed into the sea since Israel bombed the depot in Jiyeh, 25 kilometres south of Beirut, three weeks ago. By Sunday night the slick stretched along more than 100 kilometres of the Lebanese coastline and had reached Syrian waters.

Not since Saddam Hussein deliberately pumped crude oil into the Persian Gulf in 1991 has an act of war caused so devastating a maritime ecological crisis.

If the conflict prevents the flow from being stemmed soon, Lebanese environmentalists warn that the spill could reach almost 30,000 tonnes - nearly as much oil as spewed out of the Exxon Valdez when it struck a reef off Alaska in 1989. Yet because of an Israeli naval blockade of Lebanon, work cannot begin until a ceasefire is in place.

"Three weeks have passed in which there has been no remedial action whatsoever," said Achim Steiner, executive director of the UN Environment Program. "Lebanon … depends on tourism and this will make it even more difficult to recover."

Elie Geagea, the proprietor of a beach resort south of Beirut, said: "The Israelis don't need to kill me with bombs. They have killed me with this oil."

In Israel's greenest corner, meanwhile, much of the land is charred black. Hezbollah rocket attacks have set off hundreds of fires in the forests and fields of northern Israel, turning a nature lover's getaway into a smoke-veiled battleground for an army of overworked firefighters. Officials estimate that the fires have destroyed half a million trees in the pine forests that blanket the hills of the northern Galilee. Thousands of hectares of grasslands in the Hula Valley below have also burned.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua: UNEP: Shrimp fishermen get a taste for environment-friendly trawling 
7.8.2006
NAIROBI, Aug 7, 2006 (Xinhua via COMTEX) -- Shrimp lovers can tuck into their favorite food with a less guilty conscience courtesy of a pioneering project that is reducing the environmental damage from shrimp trawling, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said Monday. 
The project, funded by the multi-billion dollar Global Environment Facility (GEF), has dramatically cut the unwanted catch of young fish, turtles and other "by-catch" by as much as 30 to 70 percent in some countries. 
Shrimp fishermen, participating in the project, are also benefiting from the innovative initiative. In Mexico, one of the 12 countries involved, the deployment of environment-friendly trawls allied to improved fishing methods has cut fuel costs on trawlers. 
Economic benefits are emerging in other ways. Trawl nets now contain less unwanted, non-target fish, and other marine organisms -- this is making it easier and quicker for fishermen to process the shrimp and thus leads to savings in terms of time and money and improved quality of the catch. 
Monique Barbut, the new Chief Executive Officer of the GEF which was established by governments to fund environment projects in the developing world, said: "This project to address by-catch in the shrimp fishery is particularly timely and urgent and I am delighted that we are seeing some promising preliminary results." 

Achim Steiner, United Nations Under Secretary General and the Executive Director of UNEP which is coordinating the project executed by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), said that the four-year-old initiative could be a blueprint for better use of the world's finite natural resources. 
"I think there are important lessons to be learnt here for other fisheries and indeed across a wide range of environmental challenges from forestry to energy. Namely that creative management, technological improvements and a willingness by a wide range of partners to embrace new ideas, can deliver significant improvements towards the sustainable use of economically and biologically important resources," he added. 
Under the project the FAO has been assisting shrimp trawler fishermen and regional fisheries organizations to introduce different by-catch reduction technologies, taking into account specific environmental conditions and interests of the participating countries. 
Ichiro Nomura, Assistant Director General of the FAO Fisheries Department, said: "Reducing by-catch is a high priority for my organization. If less young fish and non target species are inadvertently caught, they can be left to mature to the benefit of fishermen and their livelihoods and for the millions of developing country people who rely almost exclusively on fish as a vital source of healthy and nutritious protein." 
The GEF-funded project, entitled "Reduction of Environment Impacts from Tropical Shrimp Trawling through the Introduction of By-Catch Reduction Technologies and Change of Management", was launched in 2002. 
It involves the countries of Indonesia and the Philippines and the inter-governmental organization SEAFDEC in Asia; Cameroon and Nigeria in West Africa; Bahrain and Iran in the Gulf Region and Colombia, Cuba, Costa Rica, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Voice of America: New Shrimp Fishing Nets Protect Environment
By Joe De capua 

7.8.2006
Nigeria and Cameroon are among 12 nations taking part in a new project to improve the harvests for shrimp fishermen. However, besides improving their catch, the innovative ways of trawling – using a new type of net – better protect the ocean’s environment. 

The project is a joint effort by the United Nations and World Bank. Nick Nuttall is the spokesman for the UN Environment Program. He told VOA English to Africa Service reporter Joe De Capua that the project is funded by the Global Environment Facility.

“The Global Environment facility was set up 15 years ago and is funded by developed countries. It’s a $3 billion fund…and it backs environment-related projects in developing countries to try and assist them in their economic development in a sustainable way.”

Regarding the effects of shrimp fishing on the environment, Nuttall says, “Shrimp is one of those fishery activities which is amongst the most environmentally damaging on the planet. Fundamentally, they trawl for shrimp in coastal waters where there are a lot of other marine animals: young fish of non-target species, turtles and this kind of thing. And like a lot of fisheries, they catch a lot of fish they don’t want to catch, often young juvenile fish, which, if they were left to grow, would become a huge source of income down the road when they matured for maybe the same fishermen, maybe for other fishermen, fishing in those waters. And so what this project is trying to do is to use novel net design, novel trawls, and other mechanisms to try and catch the shrimp, but not catch the fish you don’t want to catch and let them mature. And in fact there are some very nice results coming through. We’re very excited about this project.”

Asked how this might affect the economies of Niger and Cameroon, the UN environmental official says, “Fish is a very important source of protein for people living in coastal in Africa. And it is also an important source of income both in local markets, but also in export markets. And as lot of fishermen on the west coast of Africa, in fact fishermen around the world, are seeing their incomes going down and down and down because so many seas and oceans have been overfished. And it’s absolutely critical we get more management of fisheries.” ____________________________________________________________________________

ADN Mundo:  Nuevas redes de pesca reducen el impacto ambiental 

7.8.2006 

Es un emprendimiento de Naciones Unidas para que la pesca de camarones con redes sólo se obtenga lo necesario y no arrase con especies no deseadas. Según el organismo, reducen el daño ambiental en 70% en algunos países.
Nuevas redes de arrastre promovidas por Naciones Unidas para la pesca de camarones han reducido la pesca de peces jóvenes, tortugas y otras especies no deseadas hasta en 70 por ciento en algunos países, informó la agencia de la ONU para el medio ambiente.

La tecnología forma parte de un programa de nueve millones de dólares, financiado por el FMMA (Fondo para el Medio Ambiente Mundial) en 12 países y que implementa la FAO (agencia de la ONU para la Agricultura y la Alimentación) y se trata de un “ojo de pescado” que es un escape o trampa en la que pequeños peces pueden salir de la red mientras que los camarones libres que aún flotan son capturados, dice un comunicado del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). 

Monique Barbut, Presidenta Ejecutiva del FMMA dijo: “Este proyecto es para solucionar la pesca de descarte camaronera, creemos que es particularmente oportuno y urgente; y estoy encantada de que estamos viendo resultados preliminares muy prometedores” y agregó “No es ningún secreto que la pesca se ha vuelto un 
sector de gran preocupación internacional con grandes cantidades de pescado que se captura de manera no sostenible”. 

En México, uno de los países involucrados, el despliegue de redes de arrastre ambientalmente amistosas, junto a novedosos métodos de pesca, han disminuido los gastos de combustible de los barcos, dice el PNUMA. Colombia y Filipinas también han registrado éxitos significativos. 

Los beneficios económicos están surgiendo en otras formas. Las redes de arrastre logran que los pescadores procesen el camarón de más fácil y rápidamente, con el consecuente ahorro de tiempo y dinero, así como una mejoría en la calidad de la captura.

Actualmente más del 60% de lo que se captura de la pesca del camarón en el mundo se desperdicia, haciéndola una de las prácticas más dañinas en materia ambiental. 

México
Por otra parte, en México los pescadores deberán renovar su permiso si quieren seguir pescando camarones. La Comisión Nacional de Pesca mantiene un orden estricto en la expedición de estos permisos, para no saturar la captura, que actualmente ejercen 45 titulares de permisos, grupos de producción y sociedades cooperativas, que operan un total de 1,300 embarcaciones registradas. 
Los permisos tienen vencimiento en distintas fechas pero la mayoría deben estar regularizados en agosto, mes en el cual debe iniciarse la captura en bahías y no contar con la actualización del trámite, implicará sanciones a quien se dedique a capturar camarón. 
En cuanto a la fecha de iniciar captura, el funcionario dijo que es un proceso iniciado en Mazatlán el sábado previo el que determinará esa información, cuya base serán los estudios científicos del Instituto Nacional de la Pesca.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Malaysia General News: Leatherback Turtle Declines In Number
7.8.2006

The endangered leatherback turtle population is effectively extinct in Malaysia and has deprived the country one of its most charismatic tourist lures, says a United Nations Environment Programme report.

Shedding light on the plight of the turtle species in the Indian Ocean and South-East Asia region, it said Malaysia offered one of the most dramatic, best-documented examples of decline in a nesting population of marine turtles. 

"Leatherback turtles nest along the Terengganu coastline used to number in the thousands in the 1960s, but in recent years only a handful of infertile nests have been laid," it said in the 166-page report prepared for the memorandum of understanding on the Conservation and Management of Marine Turtles of the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia.

The report raised concern that these pre-historic creatures of the sea, which can grow up to 700kg or more, are in the decline.

The report said the main threats to leatherback turtles include mortality in fisheries, human egg harvest, depredation of eggs by pigs and dogs and loss of critical habitat -- especially beaches needed for nesting.

On the impact of the December 2004 tsunami on marine turtles and their habitats, an accompanying report said the tsunami had caused localised damage to turtle habitats in eleven countries.

India, Thailand and Sri Lanka were the worst affected, with some nesting beaches completely destroyed.

Marine turtle conservation projects in these countries also suffered significant damage from the tsunami, including the loss of lives of conservation staff.

The report also confirmed there are four main areas within the wider Indian Ocean region where these gentle animals still come ashore to nest.

In South Africa, thanks to decades of persistent conservation efforts, the number of female turtles nesting each year on a key stretch of beach grew from just 10-20 in the 1960s to 100 in the 1990s but over the past four years, it declined to 20-40 animals.

"It's far too soon to say whether this is a long-term downward trend or simply a natural fluctuation in the population size.

"But the turtles don't appear to have moved elsewhere as the number of leatherbacks in neighbouring Mozambique haven't increased," said Dr George Hughes, one of the report's authors.

The United Nations Environment Programme said the remote Andaman and Nicobar Islands of India were thought to harbour as many as 400-600 nesting turtles but the tsunami that struck the islands during peak nesting season had seriously disrupted turtle nesting that year.

The situation in the Western Pacific nesting beaches seems brighter as a recent survey data suggests there are perhaps 1,000 nesting females in a population that is shared by West Papua -- Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, and the Solomon Islands
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Malaysia Star: Leatherbacks in Malaysia extinct

8.8.2006

BANGKOK: The endangered leatherback turtle population is effectively extinct in Malaysia and this has deprived the country of one of its most charismatic tourist lures, says a United Nations Environment Programme report. 

It said Malaysia offered one of the most dramatic, best-documented examples of decline in a nesting population of marine turtles. 

“Leatherback turtles nesting along the Terengganu coastline used to number in the thousands in the 1960s, but in recent years only a handful of infertile nests have been laid,” it said in a 166-page report prepared for the memorandum of understanding on the Conservation and Management of Marine Turtles of the Indian Ocean and South-East Asia. 

The report raised concern that these prehistoric creatures of the sea that can grow up to 700kg or more are on the decline. 

The report said the main threats to leatherback turtles included mortality in fisheries, egg harvesting by humans, and depredation of eggs by pigs and dogs and loss of critical habitat, especially beaches needed for nesting. 

An accompanying report on the impact of the December 2004 tsunami on marine turtles and their habitats, said the tsunami had caused localised damage to turtle habitats in 11 countries. 

India, Thailand and Sri Lanka were the worst affected, with some nesting beaches completely destroyed. 

Marine turtle conservation projects in these countries also suffered significant damage from the tsunami, including the loss of lives of conservation staff. 

The United Nations Environment Programme said the remote Andaman and Nicobar Islands of India were thought to harbour as many as 400 to 600 nesting turtles but the tsunami that struck the islands during the peak nesting season had seriously disrupted turtle nesting that year. – Bernama  
_____________________________________________________________________________

Agencia Cubana de Noticias:  Denuncian el deterioro ambiental que provoca el neoliberalismo

7.8.2006

[also on Radio Habana Cuba, La Demajagua, Juventud Rebelde, Escrambray, Cuba Vision, ...]
La Habana, 7 ago (AIN) El alarmante deterioro del entorno en el mundo se basa en un orden económico-social injusto que se caracteriza por las políticas de globalización neoliberal, denunció hoy, en esta capital, Osvaldo Martínez, Director del Centro de Investigaciones de la Economía Mundial (CIEM). 

Agregó que incluso es el responsable de la enorme inequidad existente en el orbe, donde el 20 por ciento de sus habitantes concentra el 86 por ciento del consumo global, mientras el resto se las arregla para sobrevivir con el 14 por ciento.

Martínez intervino este lunes en el Taller Internacional sobre el proyecto de la Organización de las Naciones Unidas (ONU) Perspectivas del Medio Ambiente Mundial (GEO), por sus siglas en inglés, al que asisten representantes de 16 países, en su mayoría latinoamericanos y caribeños.

Precisó además que más de 10 millones de niños mueren de enfermedades evitables, y muchas veces curables mediante una vacuna que cuesta centavos de dólar, mientras un millón de millones de dólares se gasta en una enajenante propaganda comercial.

Es indispensable un cambio en los patrones del consumismo prevalecientes, así como establecer nuevas iniciativas en áreas específicas: el agua, la energía, la salud, el desarrollo agrícola y la biodiversidad, sugirió el director del CIEM.

El encuentro inició sus sesiones en el Acuario Nacional de Cuba, donde expertos de los Grupos GEO de América Latina, Global, Amazonia, Belice y de Cuba presentarán sus informes de evaluación ambiental, con vistas al documento final que el PNUMA prevé tener listo en el 2007.

GEO es una iniciativa que promueve desde 1995 ese Programa de ONU y en una de las partes recoge la evaluación del ambiente mundial de carácter intersectorial, participativo y consultivo e incorpora las visiones regionales y el consenso sobre cuestiones y acciones prioritarias, mediante el diálogo entre los sectores normativo y científico.
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Washington Post: Deep Threats on the High Seas
By Sylvia Earle
7.8.2006
For tens of thousands of years, hunter-gatherer societies relied on the natural world around them for food. Today some indigenous peoples still live this way and consume wildlife in a sustainable manner. It would be foolish for them to destroy the forests or plains that provide their food.

But, ironically, in our "advanced" society, we do just that. At sea, indiscriminate, careless, completely unsustainable fishing techniques are increasingly employed. They destroy the habitats that produce and replenish the resources. Commercial fishing has caused significant damage to largely unknown ecosystems in the sea; depleted numerous species of fish, seabirds and marine mammals; and doomed many others to extinction.

With the depletion of many coastal fish stocks worldwide, such as the northeastern U.S. cod fishery, the fishing industry has moved on to the high seas -- the 64 percent of the ocean that extends beyond national jurisdiction. Fishing operations target the seamounts, oceanic ridges and deep-ocean plateaus where ownership and responsibility do not lie with any nation.

Mammoth trawl gear with names such as "canyon buster" indicate the colossal scale of the assault and the damage inflicted. In an action akin to bulldozing forests to catch songbirds and squirrels, nets mounted on massive rollers are dragged across the seabed, strip-mining everything in their paths. Sometimes a single trawl tears away as much as 10,000 pounds of sponges, corals, fish and other life from the sea floor, leaving a stark, sterile undersea desert.

The high seas are unique. Miles beneath the surface, in the absence of sunlight, animals derive energy from volcanic vents. Only in the high seas are there still some habitats free of invasive species. And only in the high seas do we find living organisms that are more than 8,000 years old, such as deep-sea corals.

These facts we know for the relatively small area of the deep ocean that has been explored. The living natural resources in the majority of the area have yet to be seen by human eyes. What especially sets the high seas apart from all other marine areas is the nearly complete lack of protection for any of this natural heritage. We owe it to ourselves and to future generations to change that. Through the leadership of the United Nations, it could soon happen.

Last month the U.N. Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea released a report reviewing measures to protect the high seas. Ordered by the General Assembly in 2004, the report says that extremely vulnerable deep-sea habitats require protection but that fishing on the high seas often proceeds unregulated to the point of serious harm.

It notes that deep-sea bottom trawling is of particular concern, due to its tendency to result in the overfishing of both target and non-target species and to damage vulnerable ecosystems that provide critical habitat for marine life. The report cites an "urgent need" in some cases for interim steps such as a moratorium on deep-sea bottom trawling until formal conservation and management systems can be arranged.

U.N. member states have until today to respond to the report and offer their opinion on such a moratorium, which will be considered this fall by the General Assembly.

In conservation, action often comes after destruction has occurred. For the high seas, the United Nations is in a unique position to act before irreparable damage is done. With this critical decision, we can prevent the extinction of countless species and ecosystems that are only just being discovered, let alone understood.

To date, the moratorium is supported mostly by developing nations that do not have the financial resources to deploy costly deep-sea gear. It is opposed chiefly by a handful of countries with fleets of very large fishing vessels.

The United States has indicated that it wants to limit further expansion in high-seas bottom trawling for now, with the possibility of a moratorium in 2009. But three more years of trawls razing the deep-sea floor could cost us thousands of years of marine life in the making.

President Bush's recent declaration of extraordinary protection for the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Marine National Monument was an outstanding show of U.S. concern for marine resources. Let us reemphasize our leadership in global marine protection with strong and specific support for a moratorium on deep-sea bottom trawling, setting an example for other U.N. members.

This is our chance to protect our last undiscovered wilderness before irreversible damage is done.

The writer, a marine biologist and a leader in the field of ocean exploration, is marine council chair for Conservation International in Washington.

_________________________________________________________________________

Los Angeles Times: Oil-Field Closure to Hit Pumps

By Elizabeth Douglass
7.8.2006 

A shutdown in Alaska will affect refiners in Western states, but it's not clear how badly. Pessimists say gas could reach $4 a gallon.

The potentially lengthy closure of a key Alaskan oil field sent crude oil prices soaring Monday, as experts warned that the disruption could result in higher gasoline prices in California and other Western states dependent on Alaskan oil.

Analysts said it was too early to say how much pump prices would rise, but the most pessimistic predicted $4-a-gallon gas.
Alarmed by the impending cutoff of what amounts to 8% of U.S. oil production, traders on the skittish New York oil market sent crude prices up $2.22 to $76.98 a barrel, the second-highest since trading began in 1984. Officials from the U.S. Energy Department pledged to release oil from the nation's reserve if necessary to blunt the blow to refiners and consumers.

In California, refiners get about 20% of their oil supplies from the Alaskan North Slope, where about half of the daily production will be stranded once BP shuts down corroded pipelines and its giant Prudhoe Bay oil field. BP said it could take months to replace more than 70% of the 22 miles of pipeline affected, but the company did not say when the lines would return to service.

On Sunday, BP began shutting down the pipelines after an inspection uncovered extensive corrosion. The inspections were ordered by the U.S. government after a large oil spill in a nearby area last March — pollution that has made BP the subject of a federal grand jury investigation.

"We deeply regret that it has been necessary to take this drastic action of an orderly and planned shutdown of the Prudhoe Bay oil field," BP North America chairman and president Bob Malone told reporters Monday at a news conference in Anchorage, Alaska. "On behalf of the BP Group, I apologize for the impact it is having on the nation and the state of Alaska."

BP's chief executive, Lord John Browne, and other executives have had a lot to apologize for lately in the United States. In June, U.S. regulators accused BP's propane traders of trying to corner the propane market and manipulate prices in 2004. The company has denied wrongdoing.

In March 2005, BP agreed to spend $81 million to settle claims that toxic emissions at its Carson plant went unreported for years. The same month, an explosion at the company's Texas City refinery killed 15 workers.

The corrosion problem, a defect that develops over time and can be prevented with regular cleaning and inspections, prompted Rep. John D. Dingell (D-Mich.) to lash out at the company: "It's appalling that BP let this critical pipeline deteriorate to the point that a major production shutdown is necessary."

Some experts say there should be no immediate impact on fuel supplies or prices because both oil and gasoline inventories nationwide and in California are currently adequate. In addition, it will take several days to completely close off the Prudhoe Bay production, and there are additional supplies of the oil in tankers already in route to the West Coast and in storage tanks awaiting shipping.

"There's no panic yet. But the issue is how long is this pipeline going to be down?" said Andrew Lipow, an industry consultant in Houston. "There's plenty of gasoline in inventory ... and that can cover us for the next few weeks."

Even so, there are differing views about how much the cost of gasoline might jump in California and the Pacific Northwest in the wake of the BP shutdown. Some have hinted that gasoline could reach the next big benchmark, $4 a gallon, while others have suggested that the market could adjust relatively quickly, causing only a slight increase at the pumps of a dime or so per gallon.

BP's action on Monday triggered a rally in wholesale gasoline prices on the Los Angeles spot market, where refiners can buy supplies for immediate delivery. The wholesale cost of a gallon of regular averaged $2.48 for the day, up 6.75 cents from Friday's trades, according to the Oil Price Information Service. That's roughly the equivalent of $3.18 a gallon at retail after adding 70 cents for taxes, transportation costs and ethanol.

The statewide average pump price in California on Monday was $3.192 for a gallon of self-serve regular, according to a weekly survey by the U.S. Department of Energy. That is down less than a penny from a week ago. The nationwide retail average rose 3.4 cents over the last week to $3.038 a gallon, the government said Monday.

Consumers will get a better idea how the Prudhoe Bay drama will hit their pockets next month, when refiners in Alaska, California, Hawaii and Washington state don't receive the 400,000 barrels per day of Alaskan oil they were counting on. Whether retail fuel prices soar or merely inch up will be determined mostly by whether the affected refiners can receive replacement supplies before their plants and inventories run short.

Five of California's 14 fuel-producing refineries regularly use crude oil from the Alaskan North Slope, said Claudia Chandler, assistant executive director of the California Energy Commission. She would not identify the affected California plants.

Some of California's major refiners said Monday that the supply disruption would have no short-term impact on their operations. Chevron Corp., which runs two large plants in the state, said only, "We continue to meet the supply needs of our refineries."

ConocoPhillips Co., which owns a 36% interest in Prudhoe Bay production, said in a statement, "The company has contingency plans to deal with supply interruptions, but we continue to evaluate the effect of the shut-in on the operations of our West Coast refineries."

BP did not discuss the impact on its Carson plant, a big user of Alaskan crude oil and one of California's largest refiners. That plant is important to Southern California because it supplies Arco gas stations throughout the region.

As a group, the refineries in California and along the West Coast are among the most sophisticated in the nation and can, with some adjustments, process nearly any kind of crude oil. That allows them to pay cut-rate prices for low-quality crude — which is also more plentiful worldwide — and reap larger profits on the fuels they produce.

"The problem won't be getting the crude — it's available — the problem is getting it to the West Coast," said Tim Hamilton, a consultant for the Santa Monica-based Foundation for Taxpayer and Consumer Rights who lives in Washington state. "If they cannot replace this crude oil, and do so very, very fast, then the price in the West will have to go up to slow consumption down by 400,000 barrels per day."

That's a cut of 16.8 million gallons a day of gasoline, diesel and jet fuel across the West, and a significant decrease for Californians, who consume 44 million gallons of gasoline and 10 million gallons of diesel daily.

If crude supplies run short and production falters, Hamilton said, "The question is, if we go to $3.75, will the public let go of the nozzle? If not, we'll got to $4. And if not there, we'll go to $5."

That scenario is unlikely, especially now that the government has offered up replacement oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, according to David Hackett, president of Irvine-based Stillwater Associates, an industry consulting firm.

"This isn't a $4 deal because there is a way to replace the crude oil, and gasoline inventories are at a comfortable level out here," he said. "There's a lot of flexibility."

Under one scenario, refiners can ask for oil from the reserve so it could be shipped to the West. But because there are no pipelines to carry it across the Rocky Mountains, the supplies would have to take a weeks-long journey through the Panama Canal.

What's more likely, Hackett said, is that companies with refineries in both the Gulf Coast and in the West — and that includes all the largest refiners — will divert some oil tankers to the West and then replace that oil with loans from the reserve.

"If some boat turns left instead of right out of a port and heads to Los Angeles instead of Houston, the [refiner] could backfill that in the Gulf with inventories or oil from the strategic reserve," he said.

Judy Dugan, research director at the Foundation for Taxpayer and Consumer Rights, said the fallout from the BP debacle could mean that the high profits already flowing to oil companies in California will go still higher.

The world's largest oil companies recently reported second-quarter earnings that included billions of dollars in record-high profits.

"Every increase in the price of crude oil is translated immediately into more gravy for the oil companies because they don't just pass through the price of crude oil, they take on indefensible profits for the oil itself and then again at the refinery," Dugan said. "Drivers will pay through the nose for this very preventable emergency."

Judging from profit figures from an industry consulting firm, West Coast refiners could probably pay higher prices for emergency oil supplies and still book a healthy profit.

In June, West Coast refiners collected operating profit of $33.22 for every barrel of gasoline, diesel and jet fuel they sold — equal to 79 cents per gallon. That profit, which is substantially higher than in any other region in the United States, is what's left for the refinery after subtracting for the cost of crude oil and additives, as well as fixed and variable costs, according to figures published by the Oil & Gas Journal.

Profits like those leave West Coast refiners plenty of "wiggle room," according to Tom Kloza, chief oil analyst at the oil pricing service.

Times wire services were used in compiling this report. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Independet  (UK): The big question: Is it possible to drill for oil without devastating the environment? 

By Stephen Foley, 

08 August 2006 

Why is this question being asked afresh? 
BP, formerly known as British Petroleum and now the second largest oil company in the world, is shutting down production from its giant oilfield in Alaska after finding another spill from a corroded pipeline.

It is a drastic response to the discovery that several chunks of the pipeline are corroded and close to breaking open. The temporary closure of wells producing 400,000 barrels of oil a day, 8 per cent of total production for the whole of the US, has sent oil prices soaring.

BP was shouting at the top of its voice yesterday about how it is prioritising the environment in this sensitive area inside the Arctic Circle. But environmentalists say the evidence of corrosion simply proves what they have been saying all along: that BP's Alaskan operations have an appalling environmental record that has only been exposed because of brave whistle-blowers inside the company.

The tests on the pipeline, which discovered this latest spill at the weekend, were instigated because of a much bigger disaster earlier this year. Oil had been leaking for five days from a corroded BP pipeline between facilities at Prudhoe Bay when a worker driving a deserted stretch of road noticed a strong petroleum smell and stopped to investigate. It was the worst oil spill in Alaska since the Exxon Valdez container ship was holed in 1989, and BP is now under criminal investigation for its safety record in the region.

Why is Alaska so environmentally sensitive? 
Alaska's Arctic region is a vast wilderness, home to hundreds of animal species including bears, wolves, caribou, musk oxen, and millions of migratory birds. Conservationists argue that the tundra is fragile and will be irreparably harmed by development of the infrastructure that is required for drilling. The wildlife of the area is already being disturbed and displaced, they say, and an awe-inspiring wilderness will eventually be lost forever.

Green groups have mounted a strong campaign against plans by BP and other major oil companies to extend their drilling into the explicitly protected Arctic National Wildlife Reserve (ANWR), created to maintain a unique eco-system that span Arctic and sub- Arctic Alaska.

And if the impact of development on these areas is one thing, the potential effects of oil spills is quite another. There are about 500 spills reported annually across the North Slope, the north-western tip of the state where wells and pipelines are currently located.

Alaskans are still fighting Exxon for a settlement over the Exxon Valdez disaster which, they said, wiped out their livelihoods from fishing.

Is the environment lobby winning the political arguments in the US? 
It is difficult to be hopeful that the ban on oil production in ANWR will be maintained, particularly if oil prices stay high and American consumers continue to feel the pinch of soaring petrol prices. The likelihood that there are billions of barrels of oil under the ground within the sanctuary, and even more gas, will tempt politicians looking for ways to bring down oil prices.

President George Bush, who supports drilling in ANWR, has also linked the issue to "energy security", that is, the need for the US to reduce its dependence on oil from the volatile Middle East. A new Bill to remove the protections from ANWR was introduced into Congress last month. To mute criticism, it would also introduce new financial incentives for oil companies to invest in renewable fuels.

What about in the rest of the world? 
The concern is that exploration work is now moving away from the developed world, where governments have more or less strict environmental regulations in place, to areas where such protections are much lower down the political agenda. Friends of the Earth is currently campaigning against Shell's major project at Sakhalin Island, off the east coast of Russia, which goes near breeding grounds of endangered western grey whales. And green groups say unchecked development in rural Africa could be an environmental disaster.

Are oil companies doing enough to protect the environment? 
One thing both the oil industry and the green movement would agree on is that it is impossible to drill for oil without having an impact on the environment. The question is whether the industry is doing as much as it can to minimise that impact; the larger debate is whether the damage is a price worth paying.

Undeniably, companies are telling us more about their activities. This is an era of environmental impact assessments and consultation with local communities. Most companies also have policies on the use of natural resources and clean-up operations. Advances in technology have also been able to limit damage, with multiple wells drilled from a single rig. The remote control device used by BP in the Alaskan pipelines spotted corrosion earlier than would have been possible before. Even Exxon Mobil, the bogeyman of the industry because it denies the link between carbon emissions and global warming, is committed to new technologies that reduce the greenhouse emissions of its refineries and other operations.

Environmentalists, though, insist that as long as the pursuit of profit is put above protection of the environment, the oil majors will make damaging choices.

Shouldn't we have switched to renewable fuels by now, anyway? 
The answer to whether we can drill for oil without harming the environment is already no, in the narrow sense that no system will totally prevent spills or fail to alter a natural habitat for wildlife. But it is most certainly no if climate change is included in the equation. BP is still investing barely 5 per cent of its capital budget on renewable fuels, and most oil companies are putting in even less. It is clearly not enough to speed up the development of new fuel sources such as wind and solar power, or even biofuels made from sugar and other natural ingredients. Progress is being made outside of the big companies, but it remains painfully slow.

Is the oil industry doing enough to protect the environment? 
Yes... 
* Environmental protection has moved up the agenda inside every major oil company

* New technologies mean that drilling can be done with minimal impact on the environment

* Regulations in the West have got ever tighter and companies cannot afford to be fined or to lose their reputations

No... 
* Small oil spills are widespread, and larger environmental disasters are inevitable

* Money-hungry oil companies will develop regions that have so far remained unspoilt

* Burning fossil fuels will destroy the environment through global warming 
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BP, formerly known as British Petroleum and now the second largest oil company in the world, is shutting down production from its giant oilfield in Alaska after finding another spill from a corroded pipeline.
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It is difficult to be hopeful that the ban on oil production in ANWR will be maintained, particularly if oil prices stay high and American consumers continue to feel the pinch of soaring petrol prices. The likelihood that there are billions of barrels of oil under the ground within the sanctuary, and even more gas, will tempt politicians looking for ways to bring down oil prices.

President George Bush, who supports drilling in ANWR, has also linked the issue to "energy security", that is, the need for the US to reduce its dependence on oil from the volatile Middle East. A new Bill to remove the protections from ANWR was introduced into Congress last month. To mute criticism, it would also introduce new financial incentives for oil companies to invest in renewable fuels.
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Environmental News Service: Water Levels Rising in Kyrgyzstan's Largest Lake

By Mavluda Japarova and Sultan Kanazarov 

7.8.2006
ISSYKKUL, Kyrgyzstan, August 7, 2006 (ENS) - Kyrgyzstan's Lake Issykkul is rising, swamping the shoreline and threatening the environment, but experts disagree on why it is happening and what should be done about it. 

What is clear, however, is that after nearly 150 years of declining water levels, the huge lake in the country's north is now rising fast. Since 1999, levels have increased by almost 12 centimeters a year, leading to fears that existing hotels and those currently under construction along the lakeside could one day be unusable. 

Damage has already been done to garages and saunas near the lake. Some sandy beaches are submerged and the rising water is washing away plants along the shore. Basements and boiler rooms have also been flooded, allowing fuel to seep into the lake and contaminate the water. 

The head of the Cruise yacht club, Olga Ilchishina, says the club's pier has been submerged and a canoe shed has sunk into the water. 

Scientists have mixed views about the reason for the sudden rise, with many suggesting that it is connected with global warming. 

Vladimir Romanovsky, head of the water resources laboratory at the Institute for Water Problems and Hydroelectric Energy has studied Issykkul for over 30 years and is one of those who believes warmer temperatures are causing the glaciers on Kyrgyzstan's massive mountain ranges to melt into Issykkul. 

His colleague at the institute, Vladimir Matychenkov, agrees. 

"There are many reasons for the rising level of Issykkul. The main one is global warming, which has caused glaciers on the northern ridge of the Kungei Alatoo range to melt by 25 percent," said Matychenkov. 

According to data from the observation station at Cholpon-Ata on the north side of the lake, ambient temperatures in the area around the lake have risen by between one and 1.5 degrees Celsius in the last 45 years, while the area of the lake that freezes over in winter is shrinking year by year. 

Some groups such as the Gottfried Merzbacher Ecological Foundation, a group dedicated to preserving the glaciers, blame gold mining for causing the ice to melt. They say mining, particularly at the Kumtor gold seam which is located high in the mountains, fills the atmosphere with dust which then covers the glaciers, creating a darker surface that absorbs more sunlight, speeding up the melting. 

"Every year, the problem of glacier melt will assume increasingly global proportions," the foundation's head Chingiz Aitmatov - the country's most famous writer - told journalists recently. 

A youth group called Baisoorun Jashtary distributed a statement early in July alleging that neighboring Kazakstan and China were the real culprits. They called for the two countries to pay Kyrgyzstan compensation for industrial emissions which, they said, contribute to glacier melting. 

Not everyone believes such explanations, however. Glacier specialist Murat Koshoev disagrees that gold mining, heavy industry or indeed melting glaciers are to blame for the swollen lake. 

"Even if you were to blow up 10 mines like Kumtor, there would still be less dust deposited on the glaciers by the explosion than the natural yearly dusting they get from sandstorms in China and Kazakstan," he said. 

"If one takes the total water flow into Issykkul, then the percentage that comes from glaciers is very small; it's just an additional component. People who say that intensive melting of glaciers raises the water level are just speculating." 

Koshoev said that historically, water levels in the lake have always varied depending on how much rain falls, how much water evaporates, and tectonic shifts which alter the shape of the lake bed. For example, even though levels are rising, about a metre of water is still lost to evaporation every year. 

What makes it harder to predict what the lake will do next - either recede as part of a natural fluctuation in level, or continue its advance to swamp hotels and homes - is that Kyrgyzstan cannot afford to fund the amount of research that is needed. 

Gennady Shabunin, who heads the Kyrgyz Hydrometry Service's observation station at the lake, said cutbacks in staff make it hard for his agency to contribute to the debate about why the water is rising or what will happen in future. 

He is sure about one thing, however, "The water level has risen significantly and continues to rise." 

{Published in cooperation with the Institute for War and Peace Reporting (IWPR). Mavluda Japarova is an IWPR trainee. Sultan Kanazarov is a correspondent for Radio Azattyk, the Kyrgyz service of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.}
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Hoy Digital (España): Los bomberos luchan contra nueve incendios en Portugal

8.8.2006

El país luso se encuentra en máxima alerta desde el miércoles y se esperan temperaturas de hasta 40 grados

AGENCIAS/LISBOA

Alrededor de 700 bomberos, 200 vehículos y dos medios aéreos luchaban ayer contra nueve incendios, seis de ellos sin control que, según el Servicio Nacional de Bomberos y Protección Civil (SNBPC), seguían ganando terreno en Portugal. El país vecino continúa bajo máxima alerta debido a la previsión de altas temperaturas.

Uno de los focos más intensos se localizó en el distrito de Valongo, en las inmediaciones de Oporto, donde las llamas amenazaban con alcanzar una aldea. Sin embargo, la gobernadora de la región, Isabel Oneto, informó de que este incendio se había extendido y tenía dos frentes activos, aunque por la tarde ya no había peligro para las casas de la zona.

En declaraciones a los periodistas, la gobernadora civil admitió que la situación «estuvo muy complicada» en la aldea de Couce, que tuvo que ser evacuada ante la cercanía de las llamas.

Oneto dijo que el fuego se extendió al distrito de Gondomar, donde por la mañana estuvieron amenazadas varias viviendas de la sierra de Pias, aunque indicó que la situación estaba controlada.

La responsable del distrito de Oporto, que señaló que el viento complicó las tareas de extinción del fuego, informó de que este incendio estaba siendo combatido por 247 hombres, 72 vehículos y un avión.

Gran preocupación

«La gente está muy preocupada porque las llamas se acercan a sus casas», explicó un responsable del cuerpo de bomberos a la agencia Lusa. Y es que las llamas también arrasaban otras zonas del norte y centro del país. 

Los bomberos intentan controlar fuegos en el concejo de Redondo (centro) y en Porto de Ovelha, Nogueira y Ferreira (norte).

Asimismo, ayer también permanecía activo un incendio en el concejo de Montalegre, situado en el distrito de Vila Real, vecino de la región española de Galicia, en el que está ardiendo una zona de mato del Parque Natural de Peneda/Geres.

Máxima alerta

Portugal se encuentra en máxima alerta desde el miércoles y el Servicio de Meteorología local prevé temperaturas de hasta 40 grados en algunos lugares.

Después de los incendios destructores que devoraron 870.000 hectáreas forestales desde 2003, el Gobierno ha puesto en marcha este verano un dispositivo preventivo y de lucha contra el fuego.

Entre enero y agosto se declararon 12.425 fuegos forestales, que quemaron 13.971 hectáreas, según el último informe de la Dirección General de Recursos Forestales (DGRF), y en 2005 se registraron más de 35.000 incendios.

_________________________________________________________________________
Associated Press: Tsunami Boosts Illegal Indonesia Logging

By Michael Casey
7.8.2006

LAM KABEUE, Indonesia — The rebels of Aceh are trading their guns for chain saws and cashing in on a logging binge that is jeopardizing the future of the world's third largest tropical forest reserves. 
It's a cruel conjunction of good news and bad news: The rebellion is over, but peace has opened previously inaccessible virgin forests to illegal logging. Meanwhile, 130,000 homes destroyed by the tsunami of December 2004 need replacing, and demand for timber is almost insatiable. 

"Everyone is getting into the logging business," says Taydin, 25, who spent five years fighting a guerrilla war against the Indonesian army in Aceh's jungles on the island of Sumatra. 
When peace took hold last year, Taydin found himself unemployed and desperate for cash. So he joined dozens of other former rebels who are cutting down prized 100-year-old Meranti and Semantuk trees. 

He says he has no permit to cut wood, and bribes police to let him transport it to the provincial capital, Banda Aceh. "People have no work, so selling the wood is a good way to make money," said Taydin, who, like many Indonesians, goes by one name. 
Indonesia, whose tropical forest reserves are the world's largest after the Amazon and the Congo basin, has lost around 40 percent of its canopy to loggers in the last 50 years. 

At this rate of deforestation -- an area the size of New Jersey lost each year -- lowland trees of Sumatra and the neighboring island of Borneo will disappear by 2010, according to Friends of the Earth and the World Wildlife Fund or WWF. 
Aceh was largely protected during a decades-long separatist insurgency, with logging primarily limited to rebels and rogue elements within the military. But last year's peace deal opened up previously inaccessible virgin forests. 

Local and international aid groups that rushed here after the earthquake and tsunami are in a bind, having to balance the need to build quickly against their duty to use legal timber. 
Several have been caught buying from illegal sources while others have had to redesign homes with less wood or delay construction while seeking legitimate supplies. 

With commercial logging outlawed in Aceh since 2001, most have turned to other parts of Indonesia for lumber, a strategy criticized by the WWF since up to 70 percent of Indonesia timber is protected. It says agencies should import wood instead, but so far only four have done so. 
"They talk about respecting environmental values and ensuring long-term effectiveness of their projects," said Ralph Ashton of the WWF, which has donated two shipments of imported timber, with a third due this month. 

"But a lot of agencies are getting timber from unsustainable sources," he said. 
Some logging occurs in the Leuser and Ulu Masen ecosystems, which have some of the richest rain forests in Southeast Asia and are home to endangered rhinos, elephants, tigers and orangutans. 

If the practice continues, "animals will lose their habitat and we expect to see increased conflict between humans and wildlife," said Ilarius Wibisono, whose group, Fauna & Flora International, monitors the 1.85 million-acre Ulu Masen forest. 
"It's already happening," he said. "We had one tiger killed by villagers in Montasik because it ate their livestock." 

The coastal village of Lhoong is typical of the transformation taking places in many mountain hamlets, where villagers have joined former rebels in logging illegally, sometimes with the tacit approval of local authorities. 
Once considered too dangerous because of the war, it is now alive with the buzz of chain saws. Men load timber they admit is illegal into trucks. 

"Before, no one dared go to the mountains," said Aini, 26, a villager who like many Indonesians goes by one name. As she talked with a reporter, a steady stream of loggers passed by on a dirt road lined with piles of freshly cut wood. 
"We warn them about the negative effects of logging," she said, "but it's all about the money." 

Leuser International Foundation, in a report this year, said at least 120,000 metric tons of illegal Leuser logs were trucked to the port city of Medan in 2005. Some were then transported across Sumatra to the tsunami-hit coast and sold to aid groups, it said. 

Among those accused of using illegal wood to build homes or fishing boats is a Turkish organization, International Brotherhood and Solidarity Association, which said it did so unwittingly, and Medecins Sans Frontieres Belgium. 
"We got timber from a supplier whom we thought was kosher," MSF Belgium's Erwin van't Land told The Associated Press. 

"In all honesty, in that emergency we didn't have the resources to determine where the supplier would get the wood from," he said. "When we were told that some of the wood was potentially from illegal logging, we were already quite far into the boat project." 
International aid agencies say compliance can be difficult, given an Indonesian system where timber documents are sometimes forged and officials bribed. 

Complicating matters further, few aid groups have the experts on staff to navigate the system and inspect mills to make sure their suppliers are legal, especially when they are rushing to alleviate a disaster. 
"Obtaining timber is not complex, but if you haven't planned appropriately and don't have the expertise, the simplest answer is just to go out and buy the timber in front of you," the WWF's Ashton said. 

Aceh reconstruction requires an estimated 1.4 million cubic feet of lumber, and with more than 100 agencies building homes, some have had to wait weeks for delivery. Even the United Nations has had shipments held up by paperwork disputes with the government. 
Lumber prices, too, have jumped significantly, forcing some agencies to scale back reconstruction plans. 

CARE International said it stopped buying from Aceh in May and has suspended construction of 1,400 homes because it hasn't found a legitimate supplier outside the province. 
"The international community has to be pragmatic," CARE's Rossella Bartoloni said. Legal timber sources are essential, she said, "But we can't allow the lack of one construction material to stop communities from starting their new lives." 
_________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Tags record epic bird migration 

8.8.2006

The annual 40,000-mile trip by a species of sea bird around the Pacific Ocean is the longest migration recorded by electronic tracking, scientists say. 
The sooty shearwaters' journey took them from breeding colonies in New Zealand to winter feeding sites in Japan, Alaska or California. 

Their migration path covered the whole of the Pacific region, taking about 200 days to complete, researchers found. 

The study appears in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

Between January and March 2005, 33 birds at two breeding colonies in New Zealand were fitted with tags weighing 6g, allowing researchers to track their journey. 

	
	SOOTY SHEARWATER 

Species name: Puffinus griseus 
Length: 40-51 cm 

Wingspan: 94-109 cm 

Weight: 400-800 g 

Diet: fish, squid, krill 

Global population: 20 million 

Red list status: Near Threatened 

(Sources: UCSC, RSPB, IUCN) 


In the autumn of that year, 20 of the tags were recovered when the birds returned to their burrows at the breeding grounds; 19 of the devices had successfully recorded the bird's movements. 

Data showed that some birds travelled up to 910km (565 miles) in a day, and dived to depths of 68m in their search for food. 

Scott Shaffer, a research biologist at the University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC), and the paper's lead authors, said the data presented some surprising findings. 

"The fact that the birds went to specific places in the northern Pacific and stayed there for the remainder of the migration, and then came back to New Zealand did surprise us. 

"Previous hypotheses had suggested the birds did a sweep of the North Pacific before heading back south," Dr Shaffer told BBC News. 

The team found that the birds made a prolonged stopover at just one location in either Japan, Alaska or California. 

The data also confirmed the birds' migration path covered the whole of the Pacific region in a massive figure-of-eight pattern. 

The researchers this was likely to be a result of the birds using the global wind system and being influenced by the Coriolis Effect. 

Indicators of change 
Although the sooty shearwater global population is an estimated 20 million, Dr Shaffer says any marked decline in their number could prove to be a useful indicator of impacts of climate change or overfishing. 

"If you are travelling all that way, and if you get there and there is no food it is going to be very tough to recover and get back." 

Previous studies had shown that the population of sooty shearwaters off the coast of California had declined dramatically. 

This was attributed to warming oceans which in turn has led to a fall in the amount of food for the birds. 

These declines were also seen at the breeding colonies, Dr Shaffer added. 

"A bird that travels all that way is doing so with the idea that it knows that when it gets to those sites in the north there is going to be food. 

"If the climate is changing and food resources are falling, we could see the birds changing locations or see fewer and fewer birds returning because of the changing oceanic conditions," he suggested. 

Future studies will hope to build up a better picture of the sea birds' migratory path, including whether individual birds are returning to the same winter location or choose a different site every year. 

The research is part of a project called Tagging of Pacific Pelagics (TOPP) that is applying tags to 23 species of top predators in the Northern Pacific Ocean. 

___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the News

Leatherback Turtle Declines In Number

Bernama, By D. Arul Rajoo

BANGKOK, Aug 7 (Bernama) -- The endangered leatherback turtle population is effectively extinct in Malaysia and has deprived the country one of its most charismatic tourist lures, says a United Nations Environment Programme report.

Shedding light on the plight of the turtle species in the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asian region, it says Malaysia offers one of the most dramatic, best-documented examples of decline in the nesting population of marine turtles.

"Leatherback turtles nest along the Terengganu coastline used to number in the thousands in the 1960s, but in recent years only a handful of infertile nests have been laid," it says in the 166-page report prepared for the memorandum of understanding on the Conservation and Management of Marine Turtles of the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia.

The report raises concern that these pre-historic creatures of the sea, which can grow up to 700kg or more, are in the decline.

The report says the main threats to leatherback turtles include mortality in fisheries, human egg harvest, depredation of eggs by pigs and dogs, and loss of critical habitats, especially beaches needed for nesting.

On the impact of the December 2004 tsunami on marine turtles and their habitats, an accompanying report says the tsunami had caused localised damage to turtle habitats in eleven countries.

India, Thailand and Sri Lanka were the worst affected, with some nesting beaches completely destroyed.

Marine turtle conservation projects in these countries also suffered significant damage from the tsunami, including the loss of lives of conservation staff.

The report also confirms that there are four main areas within the wider Indian Ocean region where these gentle animals still come ashore to nest.

In South Africa, thanks to decades of persistent conservation efforts, the number of female turtles nesting each year on a key stretch of beach grew from just 10-20 in the 1960s to 100 in the 1990s but over the past four years, it declined to 20-40 animals.

"It's far too soon to say whether this is a long-term downward trend or simply a natural fluctuation in the population size.

"But the turtles don't appear to have moved elsewhere as the number of leatherbacks in neighbouring Mozambique hasn't increased," says Dr George Hughes, one of the report's authors.

The United Nations Environment Programme says the remote Andaman and Nicobar Islands of India were thought to harbour as many as 400-600 nesting turtles but the tsunami that struck the islands during the peak nesting season had seriously disrupted turtle nesting that year.

The situation in the Western Pacific nesting beaches seems brighter as a recent survey data suggests there are perhaps 1,000 nesting females in a population that is shared by West Papua -- Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands.

http://www.bernama.com.my/bernama/v3/news.php?id=212596 

Leatherbacks in Malaysia extinct

Malaysia Star, 8 August 2006 -BANGKOK: The endangered leatherback turtle population is effectively extinct in Malaysia and this has deprived the country of one of its most charismatic tourist lures, says a United Nations Environment Programme report. 

It said Malaysia offered one of the most dramatic, best-documented examples of decline in a nesting population of marine turtles. 

“Leatherback turtles nesting along the Terengganu coastline used to number in the thousands in the 1960s, but in recent years only a handful of infertile nests have been laid,” it said in a 166-page report prepared for the memorandum of understanding on the Conservation and Management of Marine Turtles of the Indian Ocean and South-East Asia. 

The report raised concern that these prehistoric creatures of the sea that can grow up to 700kg or more are on the decline. 

The report said the main threats to leatherback turtles included mortality in fisheries, egg harvesting by humans, and depredation of eggs by pigs and dogs and loss of critical habitat, especially beaches needed for nesting. 

An accompanying report on the impact of the December 2004 tsunami on marine turtles and their habitats, said the tsunami had caused localised damage to turtle habitats in 11 countries. 

India, Thailand and Sri Lanka were the worst affected, with some nesting beaches completely destroyed. 

Marine turtle conservation projects in these countries also suffered significant damage from the tsunami, including the loss of lives of conservation staff. 

The United Nations Environment Programme said the remote Andaman and Nicobar Islands of India were thought to harbour as many as 400 to 600 nesting turtles but the tsunami that struck the islands during the peak nesting season had seriously disrupted turtle nesting that year. – Bernama  
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2006/8/8/nation/15075076&sec=nation
Sustainable conversations

Shanghai Star, THE 2nd Asia-Pacific Leadership Programme on the Environment for Sustainable Development opened in Shanghai on September 4.

The first of its kind in the world, the programme aims to reinforce environmental awareness among young emerging leaders in government organizations, NGOs and private enterprises in the Asia-Pacific region, helping them incorporate the concept of sustainable development into their decision making.

It is jointly organized by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Tongji University.

“China as well as many parts of Asia are following the pattern set by developed countries ?to get rich quickly and clean up later,” said Surendra Shrestha, regional director and representative of the UNEP in the Asia-Pacific region, at the programme’s opening ceremony.

“To reverse the trend within one generation, we have to think outside the box and to work across boundaries to find unconventional ways to sustainable development” he said.

The seven-day long programme incorporates lectures, workshops and field trips including one to Anji County, Zhejiang Province of East China, which serves as an example of eco-friendly development. All courses are taught in English by experts from the UNEP Asia-Pacific offices as well as the Asia-Pacific University Consortium.

Commenting on the curriculum design which includes human, environmental and developmental issues, UNEP’s China co-ordinator Shao Xuemin said: “Rather than being solely scientific or social, our programme takes a wholisic approach. By doing so, we expect the participants to find it a value-added programme rather than a normal business workshop.”

In the programme, the most pertinent environmental issues in the region will be discussed, including a series of problems caused by high-speed urbanization such as air pollution and acid rain, and food, water and energy security.

The event can also lead to regional co-operation in addressing environmental challenges, which will be all the more important when working on a worldwide scale, said Shao.

The programme was first held in July 2004, two years after the establishment of the UNEP-Tongji Institute of Environment for Sustainable Development (IESD) in May 2002. From September this year, the IESD also runs the Master’s Programme in Environment for Sustainable Development, a two-year course incorporating an internship at the UNEP’ s offices worldwide.
http://app1.chinadaily.com.cn/star/2005/0908/bz8-3.htm 

Oil slick from bombed depot threatens Mediterranean 

New Zealand Herald, Tuesday August 8, 2006

NAIROBI - Oil leaking from a bombed power station in Lebanon has reached the coastline of neighbouring Syria and is spreading north, the Kenya-based United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said.

Israeli jets hit storage tanks at the Jiyyeh plant south of the Lebanese capital Beirut at the beginning of the war, spilling an estimated 10,000 to 30,000 metric tons of oil into the Mediterranean.

"Satellite imagery ... now shows that the oil slick has entered Syrian waters and has already contaminated approximately 10 km of coastline north of the borders between Syria and Lebanon," UNEP said in a statement.

The spill has already polluted over 80 km of Lebanon's coastline, the statement said.

Lebanon's Environment Ministry has called it the worst environmental disaster to hit the Arab state.

Local ecologists say the oil is especially threatening since fish spawn and sea turtles, including the endangered green turtle, nest on Lebanon's coast.

The conflict between Israel and Lebanon-based Hizbollah flared after militants kidnapped two Israeli soldiers in a July 12 raid.

"An environmental catastrophe is threatening the Mediterranean region ... hostilities must cease to guarantee immediate access to the affected area," said Paul Misfud, coordinator for UNEP-Mediterranean Action Plan.
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/category/story.cfm?c_id=340&objectid=10395125 

Air strike on oil depot threatens ecological disaster

Sydney Morning Herald, August 8, 2006

The Mediterranean faces an environmental catastrophe as millions of litres of crude oil gush from a Lebanese storage depot struck by Israeli warplanes.

United Nations experts say the oil could reach the beaches of Turkey, Cyprus and Greece, depending on wind direction and speed.

More than 12,000 tonnes of oil have already spewed into the sea since Israel bombed the depot in Jiyeh, 25 kilometres south of Beirut, three weeks ago. By Sunday night the slick stretched along more than 100 kilometres of the Lebanese coastline and had reached Syrian waters.

Not since Saddam Hussein deliberately pumped crude oil into the Persian Gulf in 1991 has an act of war caused so devastating a maritime ecological crisis.

If the conflict prevents the flow from being stemmed soon, Lebanese environmentalists warn that the spill could reach almost 30,000 tonnes - nearly as much oil as spewed out of the Exxon Valdez when it struck a reef off Alaska in 1989. Yet because of an Israeli naval blockade of Lebanon, work cannot begin until a ceasefire is in place.

"Three weeks have passed in which there has been no remedial action whatsoever," said Achim Steiner, executive director of the UN Environment Program. "Lebanon … depends on tourism and this will make it even more difficult to recover."

Elie Geagea, the proprietor of a beach resort south of Beirut, said: "The Israelis don't need to kill me with bombs. They have killed me with this oil."

In Israel's greenest corner, meanwhile, much of the land is charred black. Hezbollah rocket attacks have set off hundreds of fires in the forests and fields of northern Israel, turning a nature lover's getaway into a smoke-veiled battleground for an army of overworked firefighters. Officials estimate that the fires have destroyed half a million trees in the pine forests that blanket the hills of the northern Galilee. Thousands of hectares of grasslands in the Hula Valley below have also burned.

http://www.smh.com.au/news/world/air-strike-on-oil-depot-threatens-ecological-disaster/2006/08/07/1154802823186.html

UN joins forces with Asian institutions to launch environment initiative

UN News Centre, 7 August 2006

Reduce, reuse and recycle are the watchwords of a new initiative announced today by the United Nations and key Asian institutions aimed at promoting the sustainable use of natural resources and environmental efficiency. 

Jointly established by the Asian Development Bank, Asian Institute of Technology, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), the new “knowledge hub” will function as a think tank on technology, good practices, policy strategy and management. 

Located at the Institute, it will also focus on issues related to the “3R” – shorthand for reduce, reuse and recycle – which UNESCAP said in a press release “promotes sustainable production and consumption of limited natural resources, and improved economic and environmental efficiency.” 

Towards this end, the initiative will facilitate research, promote information sharing, and liaise with academic, scientific and technical institutions, the private sector, and civil society. The hub will also produce new information products on 3R, including periodicals, website, newsletters, workshops and training courses, UNESCAP said.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=19424&Cr=UNEP&Cr1= 

New project makes shrimp trawling more environmentally friendly, UN agency reports

UN News Centre, 7 August 2006

A pioneering project is reducing the environmental damage from shrimp trawling, cutting the unwanted catch of young fish, turtles and other “by-catch” by as much as 70 per cent in some countries, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) announced today. 

By cutting fuel costs, fishermen are also benefiting from the project, which is being funded by the multi-billion dollar Global Environment Facility (GEF), coordinated by UNEP and executed by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

Thanks to the effort, trawl nets contain less unwanted, non-target fish, and other marine organisms, making it easier and quicker for fishermen to process the shrimp. This saves time and money while improving the quality of the catch, according to UNEP. 

UNEP chief Achim Steiner said the over $9 million, four-year-old initiative could be a blueprint for better use of the world’s finite natural resources. 

“I think there are important lessons to be learned here for other fisheries and indeed across a wide range of environmental challenges from forestry to energy – namely, that creative management, technological improvements and a willingness by a wide range of partners to embrace new ideas, can deliver significant improvements towards the sustainable use of economically and biologically important resources,” he said. 

Under the project, FAO has been assisting shrimp trawler fishermen, local artisanal fishermen and regional fisheries organizations to introduce different by-catch reduction technologies. 

“Reducing by-catch is a high priority for my organization,” said Ichiro Nomura, Assistant Director-General of the FAO Fisheries Department. “If less young fish and non-target species are inadvertently caught, they can be left to mature to the benefit of fishermen and their livelihoods and for the millions of developing country people who rely almost exclusively on fish as a vital source of healthy and nutritious protein.”
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=19423&Cr=UNEP&Cr1= 

Lebanese oil slick threatens neighbouring regions  

Financial Express.bd - Fiona Harvey, 8/8/2006  

AN oil slick affecting more than 80km of the Lebanese coastline has reached Syria and could threaten Cyprus, Turkey and Greece if left unchecked.

The spill was caused by the bombing of the Jiyyeh power station, located about 30km south of Beirut, on July 13 and 15. The oil has been spreading widely because it has so far been impossible to begin cleaning it up, while the Israeli attack on the country continues.

Achim Steiner, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, said: "It is nearly three weeks since the bombing of the power plant and the initial satellite imagery unfortunately confirms that the oil spill is of a significant magnitude and spreading. A co-ordinated response must urgently be allowed to proceed, so that we can limit the immediate environmental damage as well as the longer-term implications for the economy and the Lebanese people."

At least 15,000 tonnes of oil are believed to have been spilled, though experts have been unable to make thorough assessments locally because of the shelling and the true figure may be much higher. About 37,000 tonnes were spilled in the Exxon Valdez disaster, by way of comparison. Marine and bird life in the area has been badly affected, and many beaches ruined.

Wael Hmaidan, co-ordinator of the oil spill working group in Lebanon, said: "This is a huge catastrophe, among other catastrophes. If this was happening by itself, it would be the biggest event of the year in the Mediterranean."

Mr Hmaidan estimated that the spill had caused at least $200m (€157m, £106m) in damage so far, and was spreading unhindered. He feared the spill could reach as far as Greece and Cyprus if action was not taken soon.

He said an attempt to assess the damage from land had to be abandoned because the roads in the area were coming under Israeli attack.

Fishermen in the region have reported the death of thousands of fish and seabirds from the slick, which has coated the coast in heavy fuel oil, and they have been unable to fish. There are important nurseries for fish in the area, which have been destroyed, and the slick threatens local populations of the rare green turtle, whose eggs hatch at this time of year. Bluefin tuna, an important commercial species, are also present in the area.

International agencies, including the United Nations, are monitoring the situation. A clean-up operation could be launched within a few days if hostilities ceased, and the initial clean-up would take at least a week, although to clean the slick fully will take about six months, and the effects will continue to be felt for several years.

The Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (Rem-pec), based in Malta, is giving daily advice to the Lebanese Ministry of the Environment on how to tackle the fuel oil slick.

Experts fear that the continuing bombing may result in further pollution incidents, such as the leak of toxic chemicals from industrial facilities hit by bombs. 
http://www.financialexpress-bd.com/index3.asp?cnd=8/8/2006&section_id=4&newsid=33555&spcl=no 

General Environment News

RP scientists fear eruption of Mayon volcano, raise alert level

China Post, 2006/8/8,  By Teresa Cerojano MANILA, Philippines, AP

The Mayon volcano appeared ready to blow its top Monday as six explosions sent ash columns up to 800 meters (a half-mile) high and led officials to evacuate tens of thousands of people from an extended danger zone. 

The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology raised the alert to level 4, saying an explosive eruption appeared imminent. Level 5 represents an ongoing eruption. 

Officials extended the danger zone to eight kilometers (five miles) on the volcano's southern side, from seven kilometers (4.3 miles) earlier. 

The new area included at least five neighborhoods in Legaspi city, where classes were immediately suspended. Adjacent areas "should prepare for evacuation in the event explosive eruptions intensify," a volcanology institute advisory said. 

Governor Fernando Gonzalez of Albay province, where Mayon is located, said about 35,000 villagers were being evacuated Monday and an additional 20,000 people would have to be moved out of harm's way in case of a major eruption. 

About 80 army trucks and government vehicles have been deployed to ferry residents to 34 evacuation centers, officials said. 

Officials are hoping Mayon, which has erupted at least 47 times in the last 400 years, would go off quietly. An explosive eruption would complicate evacuation efforts, although Albay has been known to have developed one of the most efficient disaster response systems in the country, Gonzalez said. 

"We don't know but we are prepared. We always look at the worst scenario," he said. 

Gerry Losentales, a poor 87-year-old farmer, has refused to leave his hut near his small vegetable farm even after the land was partly seared by lava flows a few days ago. He was among dozens of residents ordered to evacuate Monday from Mabinit village below the volcano. 

"I survive by tending that farm and I have lived here all my life," a teary-eyed Losentales said as soldiers helped him board an army truck loaded with villagers to be brought to a temporary school shelter. "I hope the government can help me now." 

Lava began flowing July 14 and has been slowly extending down Mayon's slopes.
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/asiapacific/detail.asp?GRP=C&id=87406 

Pakistan floods leave one million homeless

China Post, 2006/8/8, By Kamran Haider ISLAMABAD, Reuters

Flash floods triggered by torrential rains have killed at least 140 people in Pakistan's North West Frontier province, and forced hundreds of thousands out of their homes in neighboring India, officials said on Monday. 

The floods played havoc in five districts of Pakistan's NWFP, including two which were badly hit by a devastating earthquake last year, submerging hundreds of villages and causing extensive property damage. 

"The situation is worse than last year, as the rains triggered more flash floods this time in our five districts," NWFP Information Minister Asif Iqbal Khan told Reuters. 

"The floods have swept away mud houses and people." 

By Monday rescuers had recovered 43 bodies in Mardan, the second biggest city in the province, after a bridge overflowing with people collapsed on Saturday. 

Iqbal Khan said some 100 people were still missing in the incident. 

He said incessant rains and floods could lead to the spread of diseases like diarrhoea and other respiratory infections, especially among children. 

"We are trying our best to provide food and medicines to every affected person but still there is a threat of an epidemic." 

India

In neighboring India, authorities used helicopters to drop food and water to some of the hundreds of thousands of people forced from their homes by floods in the country's south and west, as rains disrupted life in the nation's financial capital. 

In the southern state of Andhra Pradesh, where 100 people have died in four days of torrential monsoon rains, swollen rivers have swamped hundreds of towns and villages, forcing people to take refuge on rooftops and in trees, officials said. 

Authorities say at least one million people have been displaced and rescuers were using boats to reach those stranded in the three districts of the state. 

In the western states of Maharashtra and Gujarat, heavy showers in the last two days have killed at least 21 people, damaged crops and disrupted life in the financial capital Mumbai. 

Millions waded to work in Mumbai through muddy water waist deep in places. 

Roads and railway tracks were flooded after the city's drainage system failed to flush out storm water.
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/international/detail.asp?GRP=D&id=87395 

800 dead or missing in North Korea flooding

China Post, 2006/8/8, SEOUL, Reuters

More than 800 North Koreans are dead or missing after major rain storms and flooding that damaged homes and farmland, a pro-North newspaper published in Japan reported from Pyongyang on Monday. 

Three major storms drenched North Korea in July, washing away crops and raising the possibility of famine in a reclusive country that already battles chronic food shortages. 

The Choson Sinbo said that as of July 17 that 549 people were killed, 295 went missing and 3,043 were injured in the storms. 

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies said last Friday that flooding in the second week of July had killed 151 people and left 29 missing. 

"Heavy rains fell in parts of (North Korea) between July 14 and 16 and caused major damage," Choson Sinbo said in a report posted on its Web site (www.korea-np.co.jp). 

The floods affected 28,747 families, 7,500 of which saw their homes destroyed, it said. 

Nearly 24,000 hectares of farmland were damaged either by flooding or being washed away, the report said. The area is equivalent to about 1.3 percent of the North's arable land, according to data published by the South Korean government. 

North Korea has said in its official media that the storms left hundreds dead or missing. 

North Korea has turned down aid offers from South Korea's Red Cross to help it cope with flooding, but a North Korean official was quoted as saying last week the country would not refuse help if it came with no strings attached.
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/international/detail.asp?ID=87397&GRP=D 

ANALYSIS - Passions rise as flagship India dam fills

Reuters India, Mon Aug 7, 2006, By Simon Denyer

SARDAR SAROVAR DAM, India (Reuters) - It is held up as a flagship for the development of modern India, and reviled as a symbol of how the rights of the poor are trampled upon.

As neighbouring China puts the finishing touches to the Three Gorges Dam just nine years after first breaking ground, work on western India's Sardar Sarovar dam has taken more than three times as long.

Even today it remains the subject of a fierce, seemingly interminable Supreme Court battle and still inflames enough passion to prompt hunger strikes, protests, riots and suicide by self-immolation. And all the time the costs have risen.

"The delay has been due to democracy," said Pankaj Patel, speaking in front of the 100-metre-high wall of concrete he is in charge of building. "We want to take a decision consensually, and for that we have to pay."

The $7.7-billion Sardar Sarovar is the centrepiece of India's efforts to tap the waters of the Narmada, the largest of 30 big dams planned or being built on the country's fifth-largest river. But it has also been the focus of one of the world's longest social and environmental campaigns.

Nearly a decade was lost to a dispute between rival states over how to divide water and power from the dam, and at least five more years in protracted legal battles with activists from the Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA), or Save the Narmada Movement.

The NBA says the dam will displace 320,000 people -- many of them poor tribal farmers who have not been properly resettled on cultivable land, and disrupt the lives of hundreds of thousands more.

PROMISES

The government of Gujarat boasts proudly of the benefits the dam will bring.

Some 80,000 km of canals, longer than the country's railway network, will one day carry irrigation water to 1.8 million hectares of agricultural land in western India.

Electricity will power industries and homes in the states of Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh and 20 million people will get drinking water from the reservoir, they say.

"For the construction of the dam, some people will have to suffer," Patel says. "But there will be many benefits."

Siddhartha Roy, economic adviser to Tata Group, said the issue of land acquisition dogs many infrastructure projects in India, especially given the powers of individual states.

"All this requires consensus building between the different segments of society, and that takes time. It is not easy to do anything in a limited time period like the Three Gorges."

But there is very little consensus when it comes to the Narmada Valley, with opponents of the dam fiercely contesting every figure the government supplies, even down to the amount of water flowing in the river itself.

"They promise dreams and heavens," the NBA's 51-year-old leader, Medha Patkar, told Reuters on a tour of villages threatened by the dam's rising reservoir. "The benefits of the dam have always been overstated but the reality is totally different."

If the promised canals were ever built, there would be scarcely enough water left to power the turbines, she says. And big dams hardly ever irrigate as much land as they promise to.

"That point is valid," admits P.K. Laheri, chairman of the Sardar Sarovar Narmada Nigam, the Gujarat state government body in charge of the project.

"The development of the canal network and irrigation takes a long time and is a major concern of planners in India. But the construction of the dam is not negated by this argument."

HUMAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL COSTS

Twenty years ago, when work began in earnest on the Sardar Sarovar, planners estimated it would cost 64 billion rupees ($1.37 billion) and displace about 6,000 families.

Today they admit it could cost 360 billion rupees and displace 50,000 families.

"The intervention or agitation and litigation have been primarily responsible for complicating and delaying the project," said Laheri, who blames not only the NBA but also the government of neighbouring Madhya Pradesh for dragging its feet for two decades on the question of granting land to displaced farmers.

But inflation and population growth are only part of the story of mushrooming expenses. The NBA says the costs of the dam were always grossly underestimated, and there was never enough available land to resettle farmers fairly.

In 1991, the World Bank commissioned an independent report on the project, which came back a year later with the conclusion that the Sardar Sarovar project was "flawed".

Resettlement of the displaced was not possible, it said, while the "environmental impacts of the projects have not been properly considered or adequately addressed".

In 1993 the World Bank withdrew funding.

Patkar sees that verdict as a victory for the NBA, a milestone in a global campaign against big dams.

The battle, she acknowledges, would have been much harder in a country like China -- but says Indians should not be too swift to congratulate themselves on the benefits of democracy.

"Democracy is a fiction," she said. "We should be heard in a democracy, but in the name of development and rapid urbanisation, the voices of farmers and the poor are not being heard."
http://in.today.reuters.com/news/NewsArticle.aspx?type=topNews&storyID=2006-08-07T094242Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-262643-1.xml 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

UNITED NATIONS NEWS SERVICE

DAILY NEWS
7 August, 2006

====================================================================

UN AID COORDINATOR IN LEBANON DEPLORES ISRAELI ATTACKS, CONDEMNS HIZBOLLAH

With more than a thousand people killed in almost a month of fighting, the

top United Nations aid official in Lebanon today deplored Israeli

bombardment of civilian infrastructure, condemned Hizbollah’s rocket

attacks and called on all sides to adhere to their commitments under

international law, especially relating to access for emergency relief

supplies to the hundreds of thousands who have fled their homes.

UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Lebanon, David Shearer, was especially

critical of an attack at the weekend by the Israeli Defence Force (IDF)

that killed at least two Lebanese and was very close to a UN aid convoy

near the city of Tyre, warning that such attacks, which have already

curtailed vital emergency supply routes between the north and south of the

country, could halt aid operations altogether.

“Attacks close to our convoys, such as yesterday’s, could very well prevent

us from continuing our humanitarian relief efforts, as many truck drivers

are no longer willing to risk their lives. The targeting of civilians and

essential social infrastructure is a violation of international law,” he

said in a statement. Four drivers did not turn up for work today.

“We deplore the continuation of Israeli bombardment of civilian

infrastructure in Lebanon and call on all parties in this conflict to

adhere to their obligations under international humanitarian law with

regard to civilians. We also condemn the continuing rocket attacks by

Hizbollah against civilians in Israel.”

IDF bombardments have destroyed four bridges on the road from the Syrian

border at Aarida to Beirut, forcing the UN World Food Programme (WFP),

which is responsible for transporting all UN relief supplies into and

within Lebanon, to cancel convoys and also take lengthy detours, tripling

the travel time between destinations, Mr. Shearer said.

Highlighting the continued problem of dwindling fuel supplies caused by the

lack of access, he also said that this could cut off power supplies within

a few days, effectively preventing hospitals from functioning and closing

water pumping stations. That, he warned, would precipitate a “major

humanitarian crisis.”

The World Health Organization (WHO) today called on all sides in the

conflict to ensure safe passage of fuel, saying that if fuel is not

delivered this week, 60 per cent of all hospitals in Lebanon, along with

other health facilities, will have to shut down.

"Based on available information, if there is no fuel delivered in the next

few days, more than half of the hospitals will not be able to operate by

the end of this week and the situation will be much worse next week,"

warned Dr Ala Alwan, Representative of the WHO Director-General for Health

Action in Crises.

Since the conflict erupted on 12 July, around 960 Lebanese, most of them

civilians, have been killed, almost 3,400 have been injured, with more than

915,000 – about one quarter of Lebanon’s population – displaced, the

statement said. In Israel, 95 people have been killed, 38 of them

civilians, as a result of the conflict and Hizbollah rocket attacks from

Lebanon to Israel.

Despite the difficulties in getting aid through to Lebanon, the UN said

that three convoys have left today to Sidon, Nabatiyeh in the south and a

third is coming from Aarida to Beirut, with 11 trucks for the capital

carrying various humanitarian supplies from WFP, the UN High Commissioner

for Refugees (UNHCR) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

Also on the humanitarian front, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) today

distributed hygienic kits, diapers and other emergency supplies in Beirut’s

southern suburbs and elsewhere in the country.

* * *

UN REPORTS SPIKE IN KILLINGS OF RELIEF WORKERS IN DARFUR REGION OF SUDAN

More aid workers have been killed in Sudan’s conflict-torn region of Darfur

in the last two weeks than in the past two years, the United Nations Office

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported today, calling

for all sides to respect the neutrality of relief personnel.

“The level of violence being faced by humanitarian workers in Darfur is

unprecedented,” said Manuel da Silva, Humanitarian Coordinator and Deputy

Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Sudan. “This is

completely unacceptable.”

Eight humanitarian workers died in the line of duty during the month of

July. In one incident in the Zalinge area of West Darfur, a mob beat three

water workers to death, forcing international organizations to suspend

activities in camps for the internally displaced.

There has also been an increase in ambushes and hijackings of vehicles

belonging to non-governmental organizations (NGOs). These include vehicles

stolen during food distributions, theft from NGO compounds and even an

attack on an ambulance.

As a result, OCHA says many Sudanese staffers are afraid to enter the

relief camps, and humanitarian access has fallen to its lowest level since

the Darfur operation began.

“All sides must respect the neutrality of humanitarian workers,” said Mr.

da Silva. “The situation is made even more serious by the fact that the

need for humanitarian assistance is increasing while our ability to respond

is being ever more restricted.”

Scores of thousands of people have been killed and more than 2 million

forced to flee during the three-year conflict between Sudanese government

forces, pro-government militias and rebels. There have been widespread

charges of civilian massacre, rape and other atrocities.

* * *

SOMALIA: UN ENVOY WELCOMES NEWS THAT PARTIES GET CLOSER ON POLITICAL DEALINGS

Praising Ethiopia’s mediation efforts this weekend between the various

parties in strife-torn Somalia, the senior United Nations envoy to the Horn

of Africa country said today he was encouraged by recent reports from the

seat of the Transitional Federal Institutions (TFIs) in Baidoa, and called

on all sides to resume negotiations begun in June.

The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Somalia, François

Lonsény Fall, welcomed news from Baidoa that the leaders of the TFIs have

agreed to put aside their differences over future dealings with the Supreme

Council of Islamic Courts, a UN spokesman said.

“Mr. Fall praised this weekend’s mediation efforts by the Ethiopian

Government and urged all the Somali parties to agree on an early date to

resume the dialogue begun in Khartoum on 20 June. Mr. Fall added that unity

within the Transitional Federal Institutions (TFIs) is crucially important

for the whole process,” Farhan Haq told reporters in New York.

Last week Mr. Fall said the political process in Somalia was now in a

“critical stage,” and he has repeatedly stressed the importance of dialogue

between the Transitional Federal Government and the Supreme Council of

Islamic Courts, whose forces recently took over the Somali capital

Mogadishu. The impoverished country has not had a functioning government

since 1991.

* * *

SECURITY COUNCIL CALLS FOR COOPERATION IN CôTE D’IVOIRE'S ELECTION

PREPARATIONS

Urging all sides in the divided West African country of Côte d’Ivoire to

play their part to ensure that free and fair elections can be staged by the

end of October, the Security Council today called for the deployment of “as

many mobile courts as possible” to help in the process of identifying and

registering voters who do not have official papers.

In a statement read out by Ghana’s Ambassador Nana Effah-Appenteng, Council

President for August, the 15-member body said that up to 150 mobile courts

may be needed across the country to hear individual identification cases.

The presidential statement condemned recent “obstructions to the normal

functioning of the mobile courts,” and demanded that all parties allow the

courts to carry out their work without further hindrance, noting that the

procedures for the courts had been determined in consultation with

President Laurent Gbagbo.

The mobile courts have been set up ahead of elections scheduled for October

to allow those Ivorians without official documents to prove their

nationality and be registered as voters.

Council members said they expected that Côte d’Ivoire’s defence and

security forces and the rebel Forces Nouvelles will ensure the security of

mobile court hearings in those areas under their control. The country has

been divided between the Government-controlled south and the rebel-held

north since 2002.

The presidential statement stressed the importance, before the polls are

held, of implementing both the voter-identification scheme and a concurrent

scheme to disarm, demobilize and reintegrate militia members.

The Council also slated violent attacks by organized groups, “in particular

the Young Patriots,” a group of supporters of Mr. Gbagbo, which led to the

deaths of civilians last month and damage to the vehicle of Gérard

Stoudmann, UN High Representative for the Elections.

At a “mini-summit” hosted by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in Yamoussoukro,

the Ivorian capital, on 5 July, the country’s major parties pledged to

follow a road map that is supposed to lead to the staging of free and fair

elections by October.

* * *

CONDEMNING EXECUTION-STYLE KILLINGS OF AID WORKERS IN SRI LANKA, UN URGES PROBE

The United Nations today strongly condemned the execution-style killings of

15 aid workers from French organization Action against Hunger in

northeastern Sri Lanka, calling on the authorities to apprehend those

responsible and urging an immediate cessation of hostilities between Tamil

separatists and the Government on the strife-torn island.

The aid workers, who were providing assistance to survivors from the

devastating 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, were killed in the town of Mattur,

according to the Inter-Agency Standing Committee Country Team for Sri

Lanka, which is chaired by the UN’s humanitarian coordinator but also

brings together non-governmental aid agencies.

“The country team said the killings were ‘a totally reprehensible act’ and

called for an independent investigation. It added that many civilians have

been killed since fighting started in the area and called for a cessation

of hostilities,” UN spokesman Farhan Haq told reporters in New York.

UN Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery and former United States President

Bill Clinton expressed his shock at the killings, extending condolences to

the affected families and urging the authorities to do “everything possible

to apprehend the perpetrators of this crime and to bring them to justice.”

“I hope that this wanton act will not deter the critical efforts of aid

workers in Sri Lanka, who have operated with courage and determination

under difficult circumstances,” he said in a statement.

Last Friday, the UN refugee agency expressed deep concern about the plight

of civilians caught up in the violence between the Government forces and

the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), who have been fighting for

more than 20 years in a conflict that has already claimed some 60,000

lives.

* * *

AFGHANISTAN: UN MISSION WILL EXPAND ITS PRESENCE IN SOUTHERN PART OF COUNTRY

With Afghanistan facing a growing insurgency in its southern and

southeastern provinces, the top United Nations envoy to that country today

announced that the UN mission planned to step up its efforts there.

At a press conference in Kabul, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special

Representative to Afghanistan Tom Koenigs said that the United Nations

Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) would soon open two more offices

– one in Qalat in the province of Zabul and the other in Asadabad

“These new offices will closely cooperate with the local government and

local governors and with all the administration to strengthen the good

governance and the rule of law, as well as monitor human rights and support

the local population to ensure that more development reaches these areas,”

Mr. Koenigs said.

The offices will also provide assistance to UN agencies in implementing

their programmes, he added.

“The opening of offices should reinforce and inspire these agencies to come

to these provinces,” he said, noting that some of the programmes had been

hampered by the perception of insecurity in the region.

Afghanistan was clearly facing an insurgency, Mr. Koenigs said, reiterating

remarks he made two weeks ago in a briefing to the Security Council. He

called for international efforts to counter the threat posed by a coherent

leadership with a clear intention to overthrow the Government and return

the country to the way it was under the Taliban.

“The security issue is not only a military and police issue. There are

other elements which are equally important,” he said, arguing that without

successful efforts in the areas of development, governance, diplomacy and

counter-narcotics, it would be impossible to bring peace to Afghanistan.

Mr. Koenigs added that the two new UNAMA offices were only the first step

in an expanded UN presence in Afghanistan. The mission also planned to open

more offices throughout the country, beginning at the end of this year and

continuing into next spring.

* * *

AMID HEAVY FIGHTING IN LEBANON, UN FORCE WORKS TO FACILITATE RELIEF AID DELIVERIES

With high-intensity exchanges of fire continuing throughout southern

Lebanon, the United Nations Interim Force in the country (UNIFIL) today

reported that it is working to restore a humanitarian supply route used for

delivering aid to the population of the area, where hundreds of thousands

of people have been forced to flee their homes.

UNFIL reported that over the past 24 hours, Hizbollah fired rockets “in

large numbers from various locations” while the Israeli Defence Forces

(IDF) “continued shelling and aerial bombardment across the south.”

Israeli air strikes this morning destroyed a provisional bridge over the

Litani river on the coastal road north of Tyre, UNFIL said. The original

bridge had previously been destroyed by Israeli air strikes at the

beginning of hostilities.

This action effectively cut off road communication from Tyre to Saida and

Beirut. “In coordination with the Lebanese authorities, UNIFIL is trying to

ensure with the IDF the reopening of the road by putting up another

provisional bridge in that area, especially for humanitarian purposes,” the

mission said in a news release issued in Naqoura.

The Force also reported two incidents of firing close to a UNIFIL position

by Hizbollah in the area of Hula. In another incident yesterday, two

missiles from an unknown source impacted in the vicinity of a UNIFIL

logistic convoy in El Addaisseh. This morning, Hizbollah fired rockets from

the vicinity of the UN position in Tibnin, and the IAF carried out air

strikes on the areas from which the fire originated.

There were no injuries or damage to UNIFIL property, but the Force

“strongly protested all these incidents to the Lebanese and Israeli

authorities respectively.”

The UNIFIL search team rescued one civilian from a collapsed building in

Naqoura yesterday. He received initial treatment at the UNIFIL hospital,

and was evacuated to the hospital in Tyre. The UNIFIL search and rescue

team recovered the remains of three people in the building, and handed them

over to the next of kin.

The mission also provided water to the village of Ibil as Saqi, and medical

assistance to the internally displaced people in the village. In addition,

it transported a generator from Khiyam to Ibil as Saqi to restore water

pumping. A UNIFIL team escorted and assisted municipality workers to repair

and restore the power supply to Marjayoun.

The IDF handed over to UNIFIL two Lebanese civilians and one Sudanese

national bearing a Lebanese working permit at the Ras Naqoura crossing

yesterday. UNIFIL transferred them to the Lebanese authorities, who helped

to coordinate the move.

* * *

UN SUB-COMMISSION VOICES ‘OUTRAGE’ AT RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN LEBANON

The United Nations Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human

Rights today adopted a statement decrying the rights violations taking

place in Lebanon and voicing hope that the Security Council will foster an

end to the fighting and a lasting solution to the conflict.

The Geneva-based body said it was meeting “at a tragic moment when a brutal

and barbarous war has already deprived a thousand men, women, and children

of their inherent right to life, several thousands have been injured and

maimed, and a million innocent people displaced.”

Citing its mandate to promote and protect respect for human rights, the

Sub-Commission expressed its “deep grief and outrage at the massive denial

and violation of human rights in Lebanon.

It also voiced hope that the Security Council “will bring about cessation

of the war without further delay and promote an urgent settlement of the

conflict in conformity with the principles of justice and international

law.”

In another development today, four independent United Nations human rights

experts have announced that the security situation in the Middle East has

forced them to postpone a visit planned for today to Lebanon.

In a statement released in Geneva, the four experts, who are unpaid and

serve in an individual capacity, said they remain “extremely concerned

about the impact of the continuing armed conflict on the human rights and

humanitarian situation of the civilian populations of Lebanon and northern

Israel.”

These concerns had prompted the special rapporteurs to seek an invitation

from the Lebanese and Israeli Governments to visit both countries “as a

matter of urgency,” and Lebanon responded positively.

But “due to the ongoing deterioration of the security situation,” the

mission to Beirut that was to have started today has been postponed.

“We remain very keen to visit Lebanon, and Israel, as a matter of urgency

later this month, as soon as the security situation permits,” the experts

said.

The statement was released by Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Representative

on the human rights of internally displaced persons, Walter Kälin; the

Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions,

Philip Alston; the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the

enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health,

Paul Hunt; and the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of

the right to an adequate standard of living, Miloon Kothari.

* * *

UN JOINS FORCES WITH ASIAN INSTITUTIONS TO LAUNCH ENVIRONMENT INITIATIVE

Reduce, reuse and recycle are the watchwords of a new initiative announced

today by the United Nations and key Asian institutions aimed at promoting

the sustainable use of natural resources and environmental efficiency.

Jointly established by the Asian Development Bank, Asian Institute of

Technology, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the UN Economic and

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), the new “knowledge

hub” will function as a think tank on technology, good practices, policy

strategy and management.

Located at the Institute, it will also focus on issues related to the “3R”

– shorthand for reduce, reuse and recycle – which UNESCAP said in a press

release “promotes sustainable production and consumption of limited natural

resources, and improved economic and environmental efficiency.”

Towards this end, the initiative will facilitate research, promote

information sharing, and liaise with academic, scientific and technical

institutions, the private sector, and civil society. The hub will also

produce new information products on 3R, including periodicals, website,

newsletters, workshops and training courses, UNESCAP said.

* * *

NEW PROJECT MAKES SHRIMP TRAWLING MORE ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY, UN AGENCY REPORTS

A pioneering project is reducing the environmental damage from shrimp

trawling, cutting the unwanted catch of young fish, turtles and other

“by-catch” by as much as 70 per cent in some countries, the UN Environment

Programme (UNEP) announced today.

By cutting fuel costs, fishermen are also benefiting from the project,

which is being funded by the multi-billion dollar Global Environment

Facility (GEF), coordinated by UNEP and executed by the UN Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAO).

Thanks to the effort, trawl nets contain less unwanted, non-target fish,

and other marine organisms, making it easier and quicker for fishermen to

process the shrimp. This saves time and money while improving the quality

of the catch, according to UNEP.

UNEP chief Achim Steiner said the over $9 million, four-year-old initiative

could be a blueprint for better use of the world’s finite natural

resources.

“I think there are important lessons to be learned here for other fisheries

and indeed across a wide range of environmental challenges from forestry to

energy – namely, that creative management, technological improvements and a

willingness by a wide range of partners to embrace new ideas, can deliver

significant improvements towards the sustainable use of economically and

biologically important resources,” he said.

Under the project, FAO has been assisting shrimp trawler fishermen, local

artisanal fishermen and regional fisheries organizations to introduce

different by-catch reduction technologies.

“Reducing by-catch is a high priority for my organization,” said Ichiro

Nomura, Assistant Director-General of the FAO Fisheries Department. “If

less young fish and non-target species are inadvertently caught, they can

be left to mature to the benefit of fishermen and their livelihoods and for

the millions of developing country people who rely almost exclusively on

fish as a vital source of healthy and nutritious protein.”
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The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Farhan Haq, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Ahmad Fawzi, Director, News and Media Division, Department of Public Information, and United Nations Spokesman on the Middle East.

**Security Council
Good afternoon.  The Security Council this morning held consultations on Iraq, Lebanon and other matters.  On Iraq, Council members received a draft resolution on extending the UN Mission’s mandate.  The Secretary-General, in a letter last week to the Council, asked for the mandate to be extended by one year.

On Lebanon, the Council received updates about the situation on the ground from Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno and Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Margareta Wahlström.  Guéhenno mentioned information received recently from UNIFIL, the UN Interim Force in Lebanon, concerning a reported air strike in the Hula area of south southern Lebanon, where at least 40 civilians were reported killed.  UNIFIL has been allowed by Israel to assist in the recovery effort.  [The Lebanese Government later lowered the casualty figures.]

The Security Council on Saturday held consultations on Lebanon and received copies of a draft resolution co-sponsored by France and the United States concerning a cessation of hostilities.  The Secretary-General, immediately upon returning to New York from his visit to Haiti and the Dominican Republic, attended those Council consultations.  He has been in contact since then with leaders in the region and elsewhere to see how we can move forward and obtain an immediate cessation of hostilities.

Just a few minutes ago, the Council adopted a presidential statement on Côte d’Ivoire strongly condemning the obstructions to the normal functioning of the mobile courts in that country and urging all parties to ensure that the mobile courts function without further hindrance.  The Council condemned the acts of violence committed by organized groups, in particular the Young Patriots, which led to the deaths of civilians.

** Sri Lanka
On Sri Lanka, the Inter-Agency Standing Committee Country Team for Sri Lanka, which brings together UN and non-governmental aid agencies and is chaired by the UN’s humanitarian coordinator for that country, today condemned in the strongest terms possible the execution-style killings of 15 aid workers of the French organization Action against Hunger in the town of Muttur.  The Country Team said the killings were “a totally reprehensible act” and called for an independent investigation.  It added that many civilians have been killed since fighting started in the area and called for a cessation of hostilities so that all grieving families can recover their dead and give them a proper burial.  We have that press release upstairs.

** Sudan
On Sudan, escalating violence in Darfur has killed more aid workers in the last two weeks than in the past two years and is now seriously jeopardizing the humanitarian mission in the area, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says in a press release today.  Humanitarian access is at its lowest level since the Darfur operation began and operational risks for aid workers are increasing by the day.  A total of eight humanitarian workers died while on duty in July.  The level of violence being faced by humanitarian workers in Darfur is unprecedented, said Manuel da Silva, Humanitarian Coordinator and Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Sudan.  He says, “This is completely unacceptable.  All sides must respect the neutrality of humanitarian workers.”

** Somalia
On Somalia, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Somalia, François Lonseny Fall, said today that he was encouraged by reports from Baidoa that the leaders of the Transitional Federal Institutions have agreed to put aside their differences over future dealings with the Supreme Council of Islamic Courts.  Fall praised this weekend’s mediation efforts by the Ethiopian Government and urged all the Somali parties to agree on an early date to resume the dialogue begun in Khartoum on 20 June.  Fall added that unity within the Transitional Federal Institutions is crucially important for the whole process.

**Timor-Leste
On Timor-Leste, the three Commissioners of the Independent Special Commission of Inquiry for Timor-Leste have arrived in Dili for their first visit.  During this visit, the Commissioners will meet with the secretariat of the Commission of Inquiry to receive information on the progress of its investigation and direct it for further work.  The Commissioners will stay in Timor-Leste until 12 August, and we have more on this upstairs.

** Afghanistan
Lastly, on Afghanistan, Tom Koenigs, the head of the UN Mission in Afghanistan, today gave a press conference in Kabul in which he said that the UN Mission is playing an important coordination role in some of the Afghan efforts to improve the security situation in the south, and consequently will be expanding its presence in the south and south-east.  Very shortly, he said, two more offices of the UN Mission will be opening, in the towns of Qalat and Asadabad.  Those offices will work with local officials to strengthen good governance and the rule of law, as well as monitor human rights and encourage development.  And we have a transcript of that press conference upstairs.

We’ll have further information shortly about the situation in the Middle East from Ahmed Fawzi, who is the Director of the News and Media Division of the Department of Public Information.  Are there any questions before that for me?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Is there any kind of code for Montenegro here at the UN as a new Member State that could be used later back home for statistical purposes?

Associate Spokesman:  You mean, like an area code?  I’ll check on what we’d have for you and get back to you on that.

Question:  In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, they’ve now moved up the date to start releasing election results because of what the South African representative there calls a “poisoned climate and compilation chaos”.  Is the SRSG saying or does the UN have anything to say as reports emerge of problems in vote counting and the international delegations at the same time are leaving?

Associate Spokesman:  In terms of problems in vote counting, I do have some information from the UN Mission in the DRC, which says that it remains satisfied with the run of ballot counting throughout the country.  The Mission added today that it continues to exercise maximum vigilance to prevent any incidents that would interfere with vote counting.  There was an incident over the weekend having to do with a fire in which ballots were lost, but the Mission was able to say that, thanks to pre-existing technical arrangements, any of the ballots that might have been lost in this fire that took place in Kinshasa had actually been recovered electronically, so they asserted that this incident that took place over the weekend didn’t have any impact on the positive run of the ballot counting operation that’s been taking place so far.  So, we’re proceeding with that.

Question:   Has the Secretary-General responded to the statement from Tehran that uranium enrichment would not be ceased and that it’s within Iran’s rights under international law to continue its uranium enrichment?

Associate Spokesman:  He has not done so at this point.  He continues his contacts, and the only other thing to say is, of course, that we have been expecting Iran to reply and to respond both to the package that was given to them, but also more recently, to the resolution that was passed by the Security Council on the last day of July.  And of course, that resolution does call for the suspension of all uranium-related activities.  So, we’ll have to wait and see how Iran responds to that Council resolution that was passed.

Question:  The Secretary-General has a Special Envoy, Giandomenico Picco, who’s very active in Dialogue among Civilizations and Alliance of Civilizations, whose contract ends 1 January 2007 and who was very active in the Beirut hostage situation years back and wrote a book, Man without a Gun.  Is there any indication he’s being utilized before his term expires in this Lebanon-Iran situation?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have anything about using Mr. Picco on this, which would be, by the way, outside the mandate of duties having to do with the Dialogue among Civilizations.  The only thing to say on this is that the Secretary-General has been hoping to achieve, and has presented to the Security Council a few weeks ago a package of proposals concerning the situation in the Middle East, which would include among other things the release of those people who have been captured in recent days.  [The Associate Spokesman later corrected the reporter, noting that Mr. Picco does not have any contract with the UN whatsoever right now.]

Question:  Two questions, one on Somalia.  You said Lonseny Fall welcomed the mediation by Ethiopia in the new Transitional Government.  Has Lonseny Fall asked Ethiopia if it has troops in Somalia?

Associate Spokesman:  We can check back with Mr. Fall if there is anything.  As you know, we don’t have a peacekeeping presence in Somalia and this is not something we’ve been able to confirm.  Obviously, he’s been trying to make sure that all the neighbouring countries help the Government of Somalia resolve its problems rather than hinder the efforts that have been under way, particularly the efforts at dialogue between the Transitional Federal Institutions, on the one hand, and the Supreme Council of the Islamic Courts.

Question:  But late last week there was talk of a UN assessment team to Mogadishu on humanitarian grounds.

Associate Spokesman:  Yes, that’s a humanitarian Mission.

Question:  And what’s the readout?  Have they returned?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know if they’ve returned.  I’ll check after this briefing whether they’ve completed their work or not.  If they have, maybe we’ll have something for you on that.  [He later said that the team had completed its work last Tuesday.]

Question:  My final question, on Nepal.  I know the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy is coming back.  Since he’s left the country and expressed optimism, the Maoist parties have said they’ve broken off talks, and there seem to be a lot of problems.  After that optimism, is there an update?

Associate Spokesman:  The Mission also identified its own concerns and they’ll be reporting in the next few days to the Secretariat about their findings, which do include some topics of concern.  In fact, Mr. [Staffan] de Mistura, the head of that delegation, will be meeting with the Secretary-General later this afternoon so they can discuss these matters further.  But you’re right.  There are other developments beyond the optimistic statements that we put out last week.

Question:  Will he come to the stakeout after he meets with the Secretary-General?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t know whether it’ll be as soon as that but we’re trying to get him to talk to you sometime over the coming days.  And with that, Mr. Fawzi.

Briefing by Middle East Spokesman
Thank you very much, Farhan.

Humanitarian Situation/Displacement
The UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Lebanon,David Shearer, has issued a statement which I urge you all to get a copy of.  It’s in the Spokesman’s Office and it’s quite detailed.  I’m not going to read the whole thing out, but in summary, it’s about the obligation of all parties to avoid targeting civilians and the civilian infrastructure.

Mr. Shearer said that the destruction of civilian infrastructure, including bridges and roads, fuel depots, power stations and hospitals had pushed Lebanon to the brink of a humanitarian disaster and was threatening to paralyse relief efforts.

According to the statement, bombardments by the IDF (Israeli Defence Force) have seriously curtailed vital supply routes, including the road to Tyre, which is now closed.

On Sunday, yesterday, two missile attacks very close to a UN convoy near the Southern Lebanese city of Tyre killed at least two Lebanese people.  Since the conflict erupted on 12 July, 958 Lebanese people, most of them civilians, have been killed and about 3,370 injured.  I’ll repeat that figure:  958 people killed, most of them civilians, and about 3,370 people injured.

The number of displaced currently stands at more than 915,000 -- 700,000 of those internally; 915,000 -- 700,000 of those internally.  That’s about a quarter of the entire Lebanese population.

In Israel, 95 people have been killed -- 95, 38 of them civilians -- as a result of the conflict and rocket attacks from Lebanon by Hizbollah.

The statement is available upstairs, and I urge you to get a copy.  It has a wealth of information in it.

According to our humanitarian folk in Lebanon, three UN convoys left today to Sidon and Nabatiyeh in the south and the third is arriving to Beirut from Aarida.

Our UNIFIL people tell us that Israeli air strikes this morning destroyed a provisional bridge, a bridge that had been destroyed and rebuilt, has been destroyed again, over the Litani River, and the coastal road north of Tyre, effectively, as I said earlier, cutting off road links from Tyre to Beirut and vice versa.

In coordination with the Lebanese authorities, UNIFIL is trying with the IDF to have the road re-opened by putting up another provisional bridge in that area, especially for humanitarian purposes.

According to the UN Interim Force in Lebanon, intensive Israeli air strikes were reported this morning in the area of the watercourse of the Litani River and in the area between Bayyadah and Tyre, along the Mediterranean Coast.  There were two incidents of firing close to a UNIFIL position by Hizbollah, in the area of Hula.  There are more details from the mission in the UNIFIL press release available upstairs.

Occupied Palestinian Territory
Very quickly, on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, over the past 72 hours, the IDF withdrew from Al-Shoka area, which is in southern Gaza Strip, on Sunday, yesterday, 6 August, where they had been conducting an incursion since the 1st of August.  UNRWA, the relief and works agency of the United Nations, reports that up to 2,000 Palestinians sought shelter in Rafah during this latest incursion.  They are still sheltering over 1,400 people in schools, UNRWA schools, from 250 families who have fled intensified IDF artillery shelling in the northern West Bank.

That’s all the information I have for you this morning -- this afternoon.  Yes, let’s take some questions.

Question:  We learned on Friday that the World Food Programme (WFP) was using the airport in Beirut to get supplies into the country, and I wondered how that’s going.  Do you know how many planes have brought in supplies, how many supplies are we talking about here?

Mr. Fawzi:  No, I don’t have detailed information on WFP activities in front of me at the moment.  So, we will see what we can get from them and make it available later today.

Question:  Do you know if the airport remains open for UN aid agencies to bring in supplies?

Mr. Fawzi:  I know that the airport has received a minimum amount of traffic in the past few days, but how open is it for supplies, again, we’ll have to verify.  Yes, Erol?

Question:  Mr. Fawzi, we have an amendment calling Israel to a cessation of all hostilities and to hand over the positions it holds in Lebanon to UNIFIL.  I wonder, how do you respond to Israel who is questioning –- putting in question the credibility of UNIFIL?  What is the response of the UN in regard to that?

Mr. Fawzi:  What are you reading from?

Correspondent:  They are calling for a cessation of all hostilities and to withdraw –-

Mr. Fawzi:  I mean, what document is that?

Correspondent:  It’s an amendment.

Mr. Fawzi:  Amendment?

Correspondent:  Yes, to the resolution.

Mr. Fawzi:  Oh, I see.  Okay.  Let me just make it very clear.  I’m not going to get into the resolution and the draft resolution.  Member States are dealing with that.  As you know, they have been intensively talking about the draft that is before them since Saturday, so I really don’t want to get into the resolution and the details of the resolution.

But what I will say on the question of UNIFIL is that whoever tries to cast any doubts on the efficiency and bravery of our people in UNIFIL should take a second look at what they’re doing.  They have been fulfilling their mandate in full under very difficult conditions.  In fact, they’re doing it while a war is going on.  Rebuilding bridges, helping people in the south, civilians who need assistance, monitoring what’s going across the Blue Line.  So, UNIFIL has been performing admirably in the fulfilment of its mandate.

Now, its mandate was written 28 years ago.  If it is going to take on new tasks, then the Security Council will have to decide:  a) what those tasks are and b) what kind of a mandate it wants to give UNIFIL and c) give it the resources to fulfil that mandate.

Question:  So you are refuting the questioning of the credibility of -- 

Mr. Fawzi:  I just answered your question, Erol.  Yes?

Question:  Okay.  Thank you for allowing me to ask you a question.

Mr. Fawzi:  It’s always a pleasure, Masood.

Question:  Yes, I know, I know.  I just wanted to get an update on the oil leak that you said had spread out to Syria.  What is being done about it, how far is it leaking and who is affected?

The other thing I wanted to know, these people -- 915,000 people that have been displaced.  Where are they being relocated, where are they seeking refuge?  Do you have any idea?

Mr. Fawzi:  Yes, indeed.  Is that it?

Correspondent:  The other question is on Palestine.

Mr. Fawzi:  I’ll take your last question first.  The displaced people -- and the exact figure is in the UN Humanitarian Coordinator’s statement, which, again, please get a copy -- is 915,000.  Of these, around 700,000 are displaced internally and they have gone to –- they are in Beirut, Tripoli, Sidon, the Aleya Valley and the Shouf mountains.  And, the UN is looking after them there through its various agencies.

On your first question on the oil spill –-

Question:  Any of the Lebanese going into Syria also?

Mr. Fawzi:  Yes, yes.  I did say that of the 915,000, 700,000 are internally displaced.  The rest are outside the country, some in Syria and some in other countries -- Cyprus, for example.

On the oil spill that we spoke about a few days ago, I don’t have an update.  So we’ll talk to UNEP and try and get an update for you.  But we do know that they’re monitoring it very, very closely as it has, as you know, seeped into the Syrian coastline, as we reported a few days ago.

Question:  There’s no effort for clean-up or anything like that?

Mr. Fawzi:  There is an appeal to the international community to take notice.  And, I am sure that they will be coordinating for a clean-up very soon.

But I can’t speak for UNEP.  So, a) please contact UNEP and b) I will talk to them after this briefing and see if we can get you an update.

Question:  As far as the Palestinians are concerned, do you have any update?  You said you would give us an update on their financial situation besides –- you gave us the numbers who were afflicted or impacted.

Mr. Fawzi:  Yes, I remember that question.  We were discussing this a few days ago.  Have we got an update on the financial situation of the Palestinian Authority?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have the budgetary numbers, but certainly what’s happened, as you know, there is a funding mechanism that’s been put in place.  The Quartet, in a statement about a month or so ago, endorsed the establishment of this funding mechanism.  It is now up and running and money is actually going to various Palestinian facilities, including the health institutions.

I don’t have the precise figures on how much money has been transferred so far though.

Mr. Fawzi:  Okay.  I see Barish and then the young lady.

Question:  Well, with such destruction, the UN can do so much.  How can it solve the problem [inaudible] with all the tremendous problems?

Mr. Fawzi:  I’m sorry Barish.  Can you repeat that question?

Question:  I said, the situation is so bad that the UN doesn’t have enough power or supplies -- how can they solve the problem?

Mr. Fawzi:  Well, you’re quite right.  The situation is bad all over the area of operations, and we are doing our very best to help people in need.  All the agencies of the United Nations have been mobilized on the ground, and we’re doing what we can.  Yes, please?

Question:  On the question of the oil spill, is there monitoring of this spill going on in Lebanon or is that monitoring only being -–

Mr. Fawzi:  As far as I know, it’s outside Lebanon.  Athens and Bahrain, Manama, where we have a monitoring centre.  Yes, Matthew?

Question:  On Gaza, maybe I missed it in reports –- there have been reports of missing or civilian deaths.  I’m not sure if that’s been part of your report.  In Rafah, there was a 12-year-old kid killed by this incursion.  So, I guess I’m wondering, is the report you gave on displaced people –- I guess I’m just wondering if you could either incorporate reports of, as you’ve been doing in Lebanon, of continued civilian death where it exists in the Gaza Strip.  And also, whether the UN has any response to the, I guess “arrest” would be the word, of Speaker of the Palestinian Parliament?

Mr. Fawzi:  No, I didn’t give any figures of casualties in the Occupied Palestinian Territory today.  But I take note of your request and we’ll try to be a little more comprehensive.  I do have an overall figure of the last week, between 1 and 6 August, 17 Palestinians, including five children, were killed and 34 injured.  And, of course, there’s been a lot of civilian infrastructure that has been damaged.

And the abduction -– I don’t have a statement for you.  But it’s the sort of thing that does not help the eventual two-State solution.  Abductions and targeted extrajudicial killings will only lead to a further escalation of current tensions between the Israelis and the Palestinians.

Question:  One factual follow up that maybe you can answer now or later is, some report -- Amnesty International has a report of depleted uranium missiles having come into Israel for use.  So I wonder if the UN has any information on the use of such weapons and how the UN system would monitor for such use.  It’s in an Amnesty International report --

Mr. Fawzi:  I’d have to look at the report before giving a reaction.

Correspondent:  I’ll send it to you afterwards.

Mr. Fawzi:  Okay.  Any other questions?  Yes, here and then I’ll take James.

Question:  Actually, there are four planeloads of DU (depleted uranium) weapons that came through Ypsilanti, Michigan, in the last week or so.  And they’ve just landed in Israel.  So –-
Mr. Fawzi:  Four plane loads of what?

Question:  GBU 28 Bunker Busters (Guided Bomb Unit-28 Bunker Busters) that are depleted uranium tipped.  And, to follow-up on Matthew’s question, what can be done about this as far as the UN goes?  Is this a violation of the Charter and could this be an action taken by the Security Council on this issue?

Mr. Fawzi:  Well, as I said to Matthew, I haven’t seen the reports and I would have to look into them and consult before reacting.  So, I have no reaction on that.

As for Security Council action, of course, the Security Council is the master of its own actions.  It will have to decide whether it wants to take any action.  But I’m sure it will only do so after it has studied the situation very carefully.  You obviously have reports that we haven’t seen yet.

Question:  [Inaudible] from the Israelis as well, confirming it, if you’d like to –-

Mr. Fawzi:  Thank you.  James?

Question:  Obviously, the Lebanese Government now has tried to link immediate cessation of hostilities to an immediate Israeli withdrawal.  The Secretary-General, in his repeated calls for an immediate cessation of hostilities, hasn’t made that link.  What is the Secretary-General’s position?  Does the Secretary-General want just an immediate freeze or does he now change his position and is tying it to an immediate withdrawal as well?

Mr. Fawzi:  Before you joined us I had, in response to an earlier question, said that I don’t want to get into the resolution.  At the moment, as you know, Security Council members are discussing it intensively.  And I don’t want to get into the details of the resolution.

On the Secretary-General’s position, he has, you’re quite right, repeatedly called for a cessation of hostilities.  That would allow us the space for the humanitarians to do their work and for the politicians to do their work.  And that’s precisely what’s going on now.  So I do know that the end result should be one that is acceptable to both parties.  And for that to be acceptable to both parties, there has to be a minimum of actions taken on the ground, including a withdrawal.  So, I’m not going to go into the details now, if you’ll allow me to say so, of the discussion that Security Council members are undertaking.

Question:  I wasn’t asking you to go into details of the resolution.  My question was, is the Secretary-General backing away from his repeated earlier calls for an immediate cessation of hostilities?

Mr. Fawzi:  No, he’s not backing away.  On the contrary, he has been working the phones over the weekend, stressing the need for us to get to a position where both parties will cease fire, and the term he continues to use is cessation of hostilities, as soon as possible.  In other words, immediately, not even as soon as possible, but immediately a cessation of hostilities has to take place.

Yes, Benny?

Question:  Fifteen Israelis were killed yesterday by Hizbollah shelling.  Would there be any investigation into whether Hizbollah has violated any international law by targeting civilians?

Mr. Fawzi:  We definitely condemn the killing of civilians by both sides, including this latest incident that you refer to.  Will there be an investigation?  I don’t know.  We’ll have to –- sorry?

Question:  There is one on Qana?

Associate Spokesman:  The Qana investigation was requested of us by the Security Council in a presidential statement last week.

Question:  I have another question, and that is, I know you don’t want to refer directly to the resolution proposal, but it does envision a role for the Secretary-General in advising how to delineate the Syrian-Lebanese border.  My question is, whether ... hasn’t the Secretary-General already made a determination of that?

Mr. Fawzi:  The UN has made a determination, but whatever the Security Council wants to call for, it will call for in the end.  I don’t know what it will call for.  You don’t know, nobody really knows what the end resolution will look like.  But, all the parties are involved at the moment, trying to get their side in.

Question:  But is there any precedent for the Secretary-General to go back on a question he already has determined at the request of the Security Council and change it?

Mr. Fawzi:  Not to my knowledge in recent history, but one would have to look at the history to see if there are any precedents.

Question:  But since he, himself, has called to reopen the question of Shaba’a.

Mr. Fawzi:  In the draft resolution?

Question:  The Secretary-General, in statements to the press, among other things, called to [talkover] --

Mr. Fawzi:  On Shaba’a, yes –-

Question:  -- on the question of Shaba’a.  That is the part I don’t understand, because his determination was that Israel did withdraw from all of Lebanon.  So, why now reopen it?

Mr. Fawzi:  I think the Secretary-General, at the end of the day wants to see a comprehensive solution to all the problems in the Middle East.  So, whether that happens gradually, whether there’s going to be a link between things, we have yet to see.  So, that’s why I don’t want to get into a hypothetical discussion of what’s going to happen after this draft resolution is adopted.

Correspondent:  But he, himself, called for it for [talkover] an issue that he seemingly has closed already.

Mr. Fawzi:  Well, I did explain that I think he wants to see a comprehensive solution to all the problems down the road, eventually.

Question:  I’m not sure if this was discussed before but do you have any information on the fuel crisis in Lebanon?  Because the medical centre at AUB ( American University of Beirut) is running out of fuel and they only have enough reserves to last them a week.  So, if you have any updates on that?

Mr. Fawzi:  No, we didn’t touch upon it.  As far as I know, there is still a problem with the scarcity of fuel in Lebanon.  And there are efforts by all concerned, including the Lebanese Government and WFP and others, to try and resolve it.  James?

[The Spokesman’s Office later announced that the World Health Organization (WHO) warned today that if fuel was not delivered this week, 60 per cent of all hospitals in Lebanon would cease to function.]

Question:  Just explain to me.  There is an investigation and a report coming today on the Qana attack.  Why is that so much quicker than the report into the peacekeepers who were killed at Khiyam?

Mr. Fawzi:  Because it’s not an investigation as such.  It’s a report on the circumstances as called for in the presidential statement by the Security Council last Sunday when Qana happened.  They asked the Secretary-General to report back on the circumstances surrounding the incident.  And what he has done is gather facts and put them together in a letter that’s going to the Council later today.

Question:  Okay, and what is the current status of the Khiyam investigation?  How long, when can we expect to see that?

Mr. Fawzi:  I don’t have a date of when we can expect to see it.  I know that they have formed the Board of Inquiry and finalized its terms of reference, and it should be heading to the area very soon.

Question:  And, if I may, there have been a number of other UNIFIL personnel injured.  One Italian, who was apparently shot by Hizbollah fire and also three Chinese peacekeepers who, I believe, were injured yesterday by Hizbollah shells.  What is the status of the UN investigation into those incidents?

Mr. Fawzi:  There’s a statement out today by UNIFIL.  I don’t think it mentions those injuries, so I’ll have to contact UNIFIL and see if there’s any information about that.

Yes, the gentleman in the back?

Question:  With reference to this alleged delivery of depleted uranium shells from Ypsilanti to Israel, it seems to me that, if they’re coming from Ypsilanti, they’re American-made shells.  And, give or take an upgrade or two, they are the same depleted uranium shells about which we heard such a brouhaha during the 1991 Gulf War, possibly during the 2003 Iraq War and perhaps some other subsequent conflicts.  Hasn’t this all been gone over as to whether this is a violation of international law -- the laws of war, whatever -- and been determined that, however much we may not like them, that these are acceptable forms of munitions?

Mr. Fawzi:  Thank you.  We had a few questions about that earlier before you joined us, and I did say that I have no information at all about this story.  And, therefore, I couldn’t comment.  Thank you.  Any other questions?  If not...

Question:  I asked last week whether the UN had a number of how many Hizbollah fighters there are.  I mean, the UN force has been monitoring this area for 28 years.  Did you come up with a number for me?

Mr. Fawzi:  No.

Question:  Is that because it doesn’t exist, the number?

Mr. Fawzi:  It’s a very difficult question to answer in that we don’t have exact figures of how many Hizbollah fighters there are.  And I don’t think they publicize it either.  So, it’s difficult to ascertain an exact figure.

Question:  Even a range would be good enough.  Three figures, four figures, five figures?

Mr. Fawzi:  I’ll see if I can get you a range.

Question:  Just to follow up, you have repeated, sometimes with attribution and sometimes without, the Lebanese assertion that the majority of the causalities on the Lebanese side have been civilians.  If you can’t determine how many Hizbollah fighters there are, how can you determine how many casualties are Hizbollah and how many are not?

Mr. Fawzi:  You know, I don’t want to get into a guessing game with you, Benny.  But, I’m sure that there is an answer to that question.  I’m sure there’s an answer to the question in looking at the remains of human beings that have been killed, whether they are fighters or not fighters.  To a certain extent, you know how many children there are, you know how many women there are.  So again, I’m not going to get into a debate on this.

Question:  It’s easier to count remains than to count live people?

Associate Spokesman:  Benny, with all due respect, those are actually questions that are better asked to the Lebanese authorities.  We get these casualty figures from the relevant Lebanese authorities, just as we do from the relevant Israeli authorities.  So you can ask them.

Question:  But the Israeli sources base their numbers on recruitment numbers, which I don’t [think] Hizbollah have?

Mr. Fawzi:  Thank you for that comment.  Yes?

Question:  There’s some speculation that we would get a draft resolution by today or tomorrow.  It seems like that’s not going to happen.  What’s the earliest that one could come out?

Mr. Fawzi:  You’d have to ask the Member States.  Yes?

Question:  Yes, this is another question concerning the environment.  The oil spill that was caused by the bombing of the fuel tank.  There have been media reports that it’s gone from the Lebanese coast to the Syrian coast and now it’s edging near Turkey.  Is the UN doing anything to help this situation?

Mr. Fawzi:  Somebody just asked that question a few minutes ago, and I did respond.  So, if you don’t mind, just look at the notes and we can talk about it later if you like.  Masood.

Question:  Due to the fact that the situation on the ground in Lebanon is so horrible and it continues to be so, I also believe that there should be some sort of an update as to what the Secretary-General is doing about it, although we know that he’s helpless without the Member States being behind him.  Can you give us an update as to who he’s contacting, what he’s -– I mean, this is a follow-up basically to James’ question -– what he is doing so as to appease people that the Secretary-General is doing something, although he may [inaudible]?

Mr. Fawzi:  As Farhan said in his opening statement, the Secretary-General has been monitoring the situation very closely.  He came back straight from his very brief trip to the Dominican Republic on Saturday and went straight from the airport to Security Council consultations, where he had a chance to listen to Security Council members discussing their first draft of that –- or the draft that was before them -– presented by France and agreed to by France and the United States.

Since then, since his arrival back, and even when he was travelling, he was contacting world leaders and those engaged in the conflict.  I know that over the weekend he spoke to Prime Minister Siniora and President Assad and to the Secretary-General of the Arab League, Amre Moussa, to Condoleezza Rice and others.  There’s a full list that’s available with the Spokesman’s Office.

And he continues to call for an immediate cessation of hostilities and for an adoption (of a resolution) that would lead to the immediate cessation of hostilities...

Thank you very much.
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Cyprus warns of ecological disaster of Lebanon's oil spill (Xinhua) 


A Closer Look;  Dirty War (ABC News)


The black sea Slick from bombed Lebanese oil depot threatens Mediterranean (The Daily Telegraph)


Oil spill threatens environmental disaster (The Evening Standard)


Oil slick from bombed depot threatens Mediterranean (The New Zealand Herald)


Air strike on oil depot threatens ecological disaster (Sydney Morning Herald)  





UNEP: Shrimp fishermen get a taste for environment-friendly trawling (Xinhua)


New Shrimp Fishing Nets Protect Environment (Voice of America)


 Nuevas redes de pesca reducen el impacto ambiental (ADN Mundo) 





Leatherback Turtle Declines In Number (Malaysia General News)


Leatherbacks in Malaysia extinct (The Malaysia Star)





Denuncian el deterioro ambiental que provoca el neoliberalismo (Agencia Cubana de Noticias)
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