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· Iraq marshlands rebound to go on despite turmoil (Reuters)
· Scientists search Yangtze for rare Chinese dolphin (Wall Street Journal)
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· Apple is not green enough, says campaigner (ZDNet)
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· Trinidad fue sede de reunión para construir una visión boliviana de la Cuenca Amazónica (Agencia Boliviana de Informacion)
· Yes Bank to work with UN body on Fis (Xinhua)


Other Environment News
· Commission calls for cuts in cod (BBC)
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Reuters:Iraq marshlands rebound to go on despite turmoil

7.12.2006

TOKYO, Dec 7 (Reuters) - Ancient marshlands in southeastern Iraq drained by Saddam Hussein have rebounded to nearly half their former area, and progress should continue despite turmoil currently rocking the nation, U.N. officials said on Thursday.

The marshlands, believed by some to be the location of the biblical Garden of Eden, once totalled an area nearly the size of Wales and provided a resting spot for thousands of wildfowl migrating between Siberia and Africa.

"Good news out of Iraq is not very common these days," said Robert Bisset, press officer for the United Nations Environment Programme, at a news conference announcing the results of the first phase of a marshlands restoration project funded by Japan.

"Everything isn't perfect in the marshlands, but there are some very positive stories," he added.

The marshes were the homeland of Iraq's Marsh Arab people, who had inhabited the marshlands at the confluence of the Euphrates and Tigris rivers for thousands of years.

Saddam, though, accused the Marsh Arabs of desertion and fighting against his forces during the 1980-1988 war with Iran and of harbouring criminals and dissenters, and he ordered the area to be dammed and drained.

By 2003, when Saddam was toppled, the area covered by the marshlands had fallen to around 2,000 square kilometres, one-tenth of their size in the early 1970s.

After Saddam's downfall, local residents destroyed many of the dams, freeing the water. Their efforts were supplemented by the U.N.-led restoration project, which has enabled the marshes to rebound to nearly half their former area and prompted the return of thousands of birds and fish.

The area's former human residents have also begun to return, but widespread relocation remains difficult because the marsh water has become more salty than it was before the destruction, leading to a lack of clean drinking water.

Further restoration efforts will continue, however, and are unlikely to be derailed by the security woes that beset much of Iraq, said Tuama al-Helou, Iraq's deputy environment minister.

"It's true we're living a very difficult situation, the security situation in Iraq," he said.

"But the security situation is not bad in all parts of Iraq. In the southern area, we can say it is a very good security situation there."

A second phase of the U.N.-led project began earlier this year and is being funded by Japan and Italy.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Wall Street Journal: Scientists search Yangtze for rare Chinese dolphin 
By SHAI OSTER

6.12.2006
HUBEI PROVINCE, China _ The Swiss heir to a trucking fortune and a team of scientists want to save the Yangtze River's white dolphins. But nobody is sure there are any left. 
Last month, August Pfluger led a team of Chinese, Japanese, Swiss and American scientists in search of the baiji, a shy, nearly blind freshwater mammal known for centuries in Chinese legend as the Goddess of the Yangtze. 
In the early 1990s, scientists estimated that there were about 200 baiji left, dodging the freighters and fishing boats clogging the river. By 1997, at the time of the last reliable sighting, scientists estimated that, at most, only about 17 of the 6-foot-long dolphins remained. 
If this dolphin is now deemed to be extinct, scientists say it would be one of the few large aquatic mammals to be wiped out in 300 years. In the 1950s, the Caribbean monk seal was hunted to extinction. Other species have been pushed to the brink but have crawled back. By most reckonings, China's baiji has been pushed too far. 
"It's a big thing to have a large mammal go extinct on our watch," said Bob Pitman, an ecologist from the U.S., looking for the dolphin through binoculars. 
The baiji highlights the costs of China's untrammeled economic growth, which has polluted its skies and fouled its waters. The baiji, known for its chopsticks-like snout and uncanny sonar ability to navigate the muddy Yangtze, appears to have fallen victim to Chinese government inaction and insufficient international attention. 
"Nobody cares about that damn animal _ maybe we are crazy," said the 42-year-old Mr. Pfluger as he unfurled a banner bearing the name of his foundation, Swiss-based baiji.org, across the rust-streaked boat. 
To pull off the expedition, Mr. Pfluger brought together a group of scientists from the East and the West, including Mr. Pitman, a marine ecologist with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the U.S. Department of Commerce, and Wang Ding, China's leading champion of the baiji. 
Since the late 1970s, China has recorded unprecedented growth of about 10 percent a year. But the side effects have deeply scarred China's landscape. One-third of the country suffers from severe acid rain. More than 300 million people lack access to clean drinking water, and more than half of the country's waterways are badly polluted. China claims some 47 critically endangered animal species on the Red List of threatened species, kept by the World Conservation Union, a voluntary organization of concerned scientists. Other endangered species are the Chinese alligator and the Yangtze River sturgeon. 

In October, the United Nations Environment Program declared the Yangtze and Pearl River estuaries dead zones. The water doesn't have enough oxygen in it to support fish. 
"The baiji is a beautiful mammal, on top of the food chain, close to human beings. If the Yangtze can't support baiji, then it can't support human beings," said Mr. Wang, as the boat sailed past belching factories, some spewing waste. 
It wasn't always so. A few thousand years ago, the Yangtze was the Amazon of the East, rich in wildlife like alligators, elephants, giant sturgeons and an unusually large salamander. Scientists believe the baiji first moved into the area some 20 million years ago, making it one of the oldest species of dolphin. It developed in near total isolation from any other species of dolphin or whale. In the silty waters, its eyes atrophied, and it became nearly blind. 
The baiji relies on a highly developed sense of sound to locate food and swim around obstacles, rather like bats bouncing sound waves off distant objects to judge their location. The baiji's long lower jaw works like a boom microphone to focus sound waves that are funneled to ears protected from distracting noise by a thick pad of fat. Other dolphins use their own sonar, too, but they also rely on vision. 
The first mention of the baiji dates back 2,000 years to Guo Po, a Jin dynasty scholar who described it in the Erya, China's oldest dictionary. Later, the strange creature found its way into a love story, where it turned into a beautiful woman like a mermaid. That's why fishermen called the baiji the goddess of the Yangtze and said the animal could foretell bad weather. 
The baiji was unknown in the West until 1918, when the 17-year-old son of a missionary shot and killed one while duck hunting. Charles Hoy and his father sent the skull to the Smithsonian Institution, where it was identified as a new species. 
Not much more was known about the baiji until a Swiss scientist named Giorgio Pilleri came to China and studied the creature in the late 1970s. 
As China's economy grew, the baiji started dying off. The sandbanks where the animals liked to lurk were dredged. Channels were dynamited. Baiji competed with fishermen for food, and were often entangled in nets. All the engine noise confused the dolphins. During the chaotic years of the Cultural Revolution, some hungry fishermen even took to eating the bitter flesh of the dolphin. 
By the time China was slowly opening to the outside world after decades of self-imposed isolation, the dolphin was in trouble. In 1978, the central government decided to set up a special group of scientists to study the dying species; the group is now headed by Mr. Wang. 
Known in China as Mr. Baiji, Mr. Wang first began to grow fond of the creature in 1980 while he was nurturing a badly injured baiji brought by some fishermen to the Institute of Hydrobiology in Wuhan, a city on the Yangtze. 
Mr. Wang and others put the dolphin, which they named Qiqi, in a fishpond, applied a traditional Chinese poultice, and nursed the animal back to health. Mr. Wang and others took care of Qiqi until he died of old age in July 2002. "It was like losing a family member," Mr. Wang says. 
Mr. Pfluger met Mr. Wang and was impressed with his dedication. Despite the baiji's critically endangered status, Mr. Pfluger felt that not enough had been done to save it. Part of the problem, Mr. Pfluger says, is that Chinese and international scientists disagreed on strategy. The Chinese wanted to take baiji out of the polluted river and relocate them to an isolated reserve, like one created for pandas. Many Western conservationists said the trauma of removing the dolphins could kill them. 
A few finless porpoises _ smaller, stouter mammals with blunt noses _ were moved into a reserve, along with one baiji. The porpoises survived, but the captive baiji died. 
By 2004, time was running out. Fewer fishermen were spotting baiji. Mr. Pfluger stepped in to help assemble a team of foreign and international scientists to go looking for them. 
Now, and for the next six weeks, researchers will take turns scanning the horizon for any glint of snout and fin sticking through the water. If they find more than 10, they will discuss what to do next. The chances of that don't seem good. Most of the scientists on the boat aren't optimistic that they will find any. 
For years, Mr. Pitman, the U.S. marine ecologist, has searched the world's rivers and oceans for rare species of dolphins and whales. This trip, he says, will be the toughest. "The chance of seeing the baiji is overshadowed by the foregone conclusion it's nearly extinct. I've come to pay my last respects." 
____________________________________________________________________________

The Daily Star (Lebanon): Khiam bomb crater tests positive for uranium
7.12.2006
BEIRUT: Tests carried out on samples taken from a bomb crater in the southern region of Khiam following the summer war with Israel showed the presence of uranium, Chris Busby, the British scientific secretary of the European Committee on Radiation Risk, told Environment and Development magazine for its December issue.

"The analysis was accurate and showed the presence of depleted uranium," Busby said in a telephone interview with Environment Hotline, an environmental research team affiliated with the magazine.

Busby said in late October that samples taken from a bomb crater in Khiam had been sent for analysis to the Harwell laboratory in Oxfordshire, southern England. He added, at the time, that "samples thrown up by Israeli bombs showed elevated radiation signatures resulting from a new experimental weapon used by Israel."

"There is no way the signs of uranium found in Khiam were the result of natural or industrial materials ... Their only source is nuclear reactors," Busby said.

The magazine says Busby's statements in October spurred the Lebanese Atomic Energy Commission to take more samples from Khiam for analysis.

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), which has been studying ecological damage in Lebanon after the war, had also sent another team to gather samples from Khiam, a statement said.
"The results will be issued soon," it added.

A team of 20 UNEP activists spent two weeks with their Lebanese counterparts at the beginning of October to evaluate the environmental impact of the month-long war.

The team tested air, water and soil samples at 30 heavily bombed sites in Southern Lebanon and the suburbs of southern Beirut.

The samples were sent to Switzerland for analysis.

However, a statement issued in early November ruled out the presence of uranium.

While a UNEP statement in November reassured the Lebanese that they were not in danger of exposure to radioactive materials, it called for further research on "the effects of using depleted uranium for military purposes."

The UN results mirrored those of the National Council for Scientific Research, which also ruled out the presence of uranium in Lebanon.

In a statement issued on October 20, the council said 50 samples taken from several war-torn areas had tested negative for depleted uranium in tests conducted at the Lebanese Atomic Energy Commission.

The council and UNEP have both vowed to follow-up on the issue and conduct more tests, the magazine said. 
____________________________________________________________________________

La Presse (Canada):  Trop d'ordinateurs à la poubelle

Nicolas Ritoux

Les déchets électroniques posent un problème croissant pour l'environnement et la santé publique partout dans le monde.

Alors que la communauté internationale cherche des solutions pour mieux gérer ces déchets, des environnementalistes dénoncent le manque d'efforts des fabricants pour rendre leurs produits plus écologiques.

Les représentants de 160 pays, dont le Canada, se sont réunis récemment à Nairobi pour mettre à jour la convention de Bâle sur le contrôle des mouvements transfrontaliers des déchets dangereux et leur élimination.

À l'ordre du jour de cette réunion convoquée par le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) : les déchets électroniques, soit les rebuts de l'informatique et des télécommunications.

Les ordinateurs, écrans, imprimantes et autres merveilles de l'ère numérique ont pour principal défaut de devenir vite obsolètes, d'où une accumulation fulgurante des déchets électroniques. Entre 20 et 50 millions de tonnes de déchets électroniques sont produits chaque année dans le monde, selon le PNUE, incluant les appareils électroniques grand public et les électroménagers.

Or, on trouve dans ces déchets des matériaux qui peuvent être dangereux s'ils sont incorrectement traités. Par exemple, les circuits imprimés contiennent différents métaux lourds ; les moniteurs contiennent de l'oxyde de plomb sous forme soluble, les piles du cadmium...

Ces matériaux ne présentent aucun danger lorsque les appareils sont en fonction, mais leur incinération peut être nocive pour l'environnement et la santé publique si elle n'est pas contrôlée de façon sécuritaire, ce qui est rarement le cas.

Jusqu'à récemment, les pays riches se contentaient d'envoyer ces déchets dans des pays comme l'Inde ou la Chine, là des travailleurs en récupéraient les métaux en les incinérant à ciel ouvert, sans aucune protection.

Depuis la signature en 1992 de la convention de Bâle, ratifiée la même année par le Canada, il est interdit d'exporter des déchets toxiques. Chaque pays signataire doit traiter ses déchets chez lui. Mais à Nairobi, on a été forcé de reconnaître l'échec de la mise en application de la convention, notamment dans le cas des déchets électroniques.

Exportations illégales
De nouveaux arrivages remplissent encore régulièrement des décharges à ciel ouvert en Inde et en Chine, même si cette dernière a interdit ces importations en 2000.

Le problème de l'Afrique, où on importe les ordinateurs usagés des pays riches pour leur donner une seconde vie, a aussi été souligné. «Environ 100 000 ordinateurs arrivent chaque mois dans le port de Lagos et entre 25 et 75 % sont à jeter parce qu'ils ne peuvent pas être réutilisés», a indiqué le directeur exécutif du PNUE, Achim Steiner, au quotidien kényan Daily Nation.

Par ailleurs, les signataires de la convention se sont entendus pour mettre en place de nouvelles mesures pour lutter contre le trafic illégal des déchets électroniques. Cependant, les États-Unis, qui ont signé la convention, mais ne l'ont pas ratifiée, exportent toujours leurs rebuts informatiques en toute légalité.

Pour leur part, les Africains ont encore en mémoire un scandale survenu l'été dernier en Côte-d'Ivoire. Un bateau en provenance des Pays-Bas a débarqué 400 tonnes de boue toxique dans 17 décharges à ciel ouvert près d'Abidjan. Résultat : 12 morts et des milliers d'hospitalisations.

Au Canada, la convention est «bien implantée», selon Joe Wittwer, directeur des activités pour la gestion des déchets à Environnement Canada. «Une bonne partie des matériaux électroniques toxiques sont maintenant récupérés de façon sécuritaire au Canada.»

Une étude réalisée en 2002 pour le Bureau national de la prévention de la pollution estimait à 106 000 tonnes les déchets électroniques produits au pays cette année-là incluant les appareils électroniques usuels comme les téléviseurs ou les magnétoscopes.

Duncan Bury, l'auteur de l'étude, rappelle que le dossier relève avant tout des compétences provinciales. «Le Bureau soutient les provinces et les aide à coordonner leurs efforts, explique-t-il. Parmi celles qui ont mis en place des solutions pour la récupération des déchets électroniques, on compte le Québec, l'Ontario, la Colombie-Britannique et la Saskatchewan. Leurs programmes sont dirigés à la fois vers les particuliers et les entreprises. Ils consistent à favoriser le retour des produits en fin de vie à leurs fabricants et la mise en place d'usines de recyclage.»

Selon M. Bury, sur le plan national, l'infrastructure dans le domaine du recyclage n'est pas encore arrivée à maturité. «Mais nous estimons que d'ici 2008, tous les Canadiens auront accès à un programme de recyclage des déchets électroniques», promet-il.

Faire payer l'industrie
Au Québec, le ministère du Développement durable, de l'Environnement et des Parcs prépare une réglementation qui incitera les fabricants d'appareils informatiques à effectuer eux-mêmes le recyclage de leurs produits, selon le principe du pollueur-payeur.

«Ça va ressembler à ce qui se fait dans l'Union européenne, mais seulement pour les appareils informatiques et peut-être aussi les appareils de divertissement. En Europe, la législation est plus large : elle couvre tout ce qui a une prise électrique», explique Marie Dusseault, responsable du projet.

En Europe, deux directives sur les déchets électroniques entreront en vigueur l'an prochain. La première obligera les fabricants à payer pour le traitement de leurs appareils en fin de vie. Par exemple, en offrant aux consommateurs un retour de produit gratuit. La seconde forcera les fabricants à trouver des matériaux de remplacement pour le plomb, le mercure, le cadmium, le chrome hexavalent et les ignifugeants bromés.

«On espère que ces directives forceront les fabricants à vendre des produits verts non seulement en Europe, mais partout ailleurs, puisqu'ils ont l'habitude de fabriquer le même modèle pour tous les pays», dit Zeina Alhajj, responsable de campagne au siège social mondial de Greenpeace, à Amsterdam.

Certains fabricants ont déjà mis en place des politiques environnementales. La portée de ces politiques est très inégale, selon les marques. Greenpeace a d'ailleurs publié un classement de l'industrie de l'informatique et des télécommunications basé sur le degré d'initiative.

«La note moyenne est de cinq sur 10, ce qui est loin d'être parfait», estime Mme Alhajj. «Nokia et Dell reçoivent un sept, parce qu'ils se sont formellement engagés à éliminer à l'échelle mondiale beaucoup de substances toxiques, au-delà des obligations européennes. Dell a aussi une politique de retour gratuit.»

«En bas du classement, on trouve Motorola qui n'arrive pas à respecter la directive européenne et n'a aucune politique de retour. Nous avons aussi été déçus par HP-Compaq, Fujitsu-Siemens et Apple. Ce dernier cas est surprenant. D'une entreprise reconnue pour son approche avant-gardiste côté design, on s'attendrait à ce qu'elle se soucie aussi du design environnemental.»

QUAND L'EXEMPLE VIENT DE HAUT!
Au gouvernement du Canada et à la Ville de Montréal, des programmes environnementaux sont mis de l'avant dans le domaine de l'approvisionnement en matériel informatique.

«Ça fait partie de la stratégie d'approvisionnement écologique du gouvernement fédéral», indique Pierre Manoni, porte-parole du ministère des Travaux publics. «On s'est en partie basé sur les recommandations faites aux États-Unis par l'EPA (Environmental Protection Agency), sauf que dans notre cas, nous pouvons contrôler davantage leur application puisque nous sommes directement en charge des achats du gouvernement.»

Achats responsables
Outre les facteurs liés à la qualité, au rendement, au prix et à la disponibilité, le Ministère tient compte dorénavant des répercussions environnementales de ses achats.

Dans le cas des produits informatiques, il recommande de choisir le matériel répondant aux normes Energy Star ou Eco-Logo. Pour les moniteurs, les écrans plats sont de mise, puisqu'ils consomment jusqu'à 75 % moins d'électricité.

Autre exemple : les imprimantes. Le Ministère recommande de s'en tenir au minimum dont on a besoin; par exemple, les fonctions de triage consomment de l'énergie supplémentaire. En revanche, on exige des imprimantes capables de se mettre au repos entre les périodes d'utilisation, parce qu'elles consomment entre 60 et 65 % moins d'énergie et produisent moins de chaleur, réduisant aussi les besoins en refroidissement.

Malgré nos appels répétés la semaine dernière, il a été impossible de savoir si le gouvernement du Québec avait lui aussi mis en place de telles politiques.

Par ailleurs, la Ville de Montréal fait des efforts pour réduire l'impact environnemental du matériel informatique. Cela fait partie du Plan stratégique de développement durable de la collectivité montréalaise, adopté en 2005. Il prévoit notamment une réduction de 20 % des émissions de gaz à effet de serre par les services municipaux.

«Suivant ce plan, nous nous sommes dotés d'une politique d'achat au mois d'août dernier, qui inclut un critère de développement durable», indique Natacha Beauchesne, responsable des communications à la Ville.

«On avait déjà des règles bien implantées comme l'impression recto verso, ou les écrans plats qui consomment moins d'énergie. Mais maintenant qu'on se prépare à lancer un important appel d'offres pour le matériel informatique au printemps 2007, on va s'efforcer de trouver des moyens d'y intégrer nos critères de développement durable.»

____________________________________________________________________________

This Day (Nigeria): UN Moves to Tackle Growing E-Waste Menace 
6.12.2006
Lagos, Dec 06, 2006 (This Day/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --The United Nations (UN) has initiated moves to curb inherent dangers posed in donations of developed countries of old possibly toxic computers, mobile phones and televisions, which could pose a hazard to the environment of poor countries. 
Delegations from some 120 nations meeting for five days of talks in Kenya are expected to focus on the estimated 20-50 million tonnes of so-called "e-waste" generated globally each year, much of it then shipped to the developing world. 
Western consumers who donate old equipment to poor nations, especially in Africa, could be adding to a multitude of environmental problems there, officials say. 
One study last year in Nigeria said about 500 containers of secondhand electronics arrived at Lagos seaport every month. 
But dealers said as much as three-quarters of the PCs, televisions and phones inside were 'junk' so obsolete they could not be repaired. Many were burned at open-air dumps, releasing toxic fumes and leaching chemicals like barium, mercury and brominated flame retardants into surrounding soils. 
On the agenda at the meeting are proposals to make manufacturers (including some of the world's top computer companies) take more responsibility for their products, from the design stage through the supply chain to final disposal. 
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) estimates that some 14-20 million Personal Computers (PCs) are thrown out each year in the United States alone. Activists say if manufacturers had to pay recycling costs, they would create less toxic, longer-life products. 
A four-year partnership with 12 mobile phone manufacturers including Vodafone, Nokia and Sony Ericsson to develop strategies for the recycling and re-use of the more than 600 million phones now sold worldwide every year was equally hailed. 
As well as 'e-waste', the meeting is expected to also consider what to do with thousands of aircraft and ships expected to go out of service and be scrapped before the end of the decade. 
It will also focus on strengthening nations' obligatory reporting on waste shipments thought to be have increased more than four-fold around the world in the last decade. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
ZDNet:  Apple is not green enough, says campaigner

Andrew Donoghue 
6.12.2006

Increasing pressure on IT hardware companies to make manufacturing and end products greener is beginning to bite, according to environmental campaigner Greenpeace.
The group claims that most companies have demonstrated some commitment to more environmentally friendly manufacturing processes such as eliminating the use of toxic chemicals.

"We are witnessing a global shift towards greener PCs with Acer and Lenovo — two major producers of PCs — committing to eliminate the use of the most hazardous chemicals from their product range," said Iza Kruszewska, Greenpeace International's toxics campaigner.

However, despite the progress made by some hardware makers — tracked by Greenpeace in its Guide to Greener Electronics — Apple continues to lag behind when it comes to environmental manufacturing, according to the pressure group.

"In sharp contrast, Apple is awarded the last position because the company has made absolutely no improvements to its policies or practices since the ranking was first released three months ago, although most of its competitors have improved environmental policies," said Kruszewska. "Despite being the world leader in innovation and design, Apple is losing the race by failing to keep up with the other companies."

Despite the Greenpeace ranking, Apple continues to defend its green credentials. Commenting on an earlier version of the ranking issued in August, the company said: "Apple has a strong environmental track record and has led the industry in restricting and banning toxic substances such as mercury, cadmium and hexavalent chromium, as well as many BFRs (brominated flame retardants). We have also completely eliminated CRT monitors, which contain lead, from our product line."

Nokia is the most progressive hardware maker according to Greenpeace, and continues to hold the top spot in the Greener Electronics ranking. But although the Finnish mobile handset maker earned praise for its chemicals policy and disposal of its products, it still has work to do when it comes to phasing out the use of PVC in its products.

The issue of green tech and e-waste was debated at a United Nations-sponsored event in Nairobi last week. Around 120 governments gathered in the Kenyan capital for week-long talks on how to reduce the use of toxic substances such as lead and mercury, which are commonly found in PCs and mobiles.

The UN estimates that up to 50 million tonnes of  "e-waste" is generated worldwide every year.

Speaking at the first day of the event, Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said that around 100,000 computers a month are entering the Nigerian port of Lagos alone.

"If these were good quality, secondhand pieces of equipment this would perhaps be a positive trade of importance for development," he said. "But local experts estimate that between a quarter to 75 percent of these items including old TVs, CPUs and phones are defunct — in other words e-waste; in other words long-distance dumping from developed country consumers and companies to an African rubbish tip or landfill." 

Steiner said that agreement on what constitutes waste compared to secondhand products was a major issue that had to be tackled to prevent developing nations from being used as a dumping ground for old technology from more mature economies. 

Tony Roberts, chief executive of UK IT refurbishment charity Computer Aid, which regularly sends shipments of re-conditioned PCs to Africa, agreed that a clear distinction needs to be made between dumping e-waste and donating first-class second-hand PCs.

"Computer Aid is 100 percent against dumping. We want to drive the e-waste cowboys out of business," he said. "We believe that only the highest-quality, professionally refurbished PCs should be going to developing countries."

Roberts added that Computer Aid only ships Pentium3 and Pentium4 PCs that have been professionally refurbished. Old Pentium 1 or Pentium 2 computers and any defective kit is recycled — entirely within the EC.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Motards Online: FIM take care of earth problems
6.12.2006
A « memorandum » of cooperation was signed by FIM (International Federation of Motocycle racing) and UN Program for Environment in the the Olympic museum auditorium of Lausanne (Switzerland).

FIM president, Vito Ippolito, and executive manager of UNEP ( United Nations Program for Environment)Achim Steiner, have signed last Friday this Memorandum with the first aim is to offer a structure and ague to initiatives which have for aim to reduce environment impact of Motorcycle manifestations.

I always thought that race bikes did not exhaust too many bad gazes because their high operating temperature. I smelled exhaust gazes from MotoGP and F1 and it confirmed to me that opinion. I know that this notice is not appropriate. I don't know about what will consist that memorandum but it is a good thing anyway.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Standard (Nairobi): Nairobi is a City That Has Refused to Exhale 
by Andrew Kipkemboi 
6.12.2006 
Nairobi, Dec 06, 2006 (The East African Standard/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --My heart leapt when I saw an advert on the modification of Jomo Kenyatta International Airport. Of course, many of us dismissed the talk about it spurring Nairobi's and Kenya's growth as a wild goose chase. 
What have people idling at airport lounges as they wait for their flights got to do with economic growth? But what needs upgrading is the capital city. Twelve points that the Globalisation and World Cities Study Group and Network says mark out cities from the pretenders is not rocket science. And Nairobi has the potential. Currently, it is ranked among the Subnet Articulator category where it is lumped with Ottawa and Manila that do not have city world status. 
The only African cities grouped among the Gamma World Cities, those that matter, are Johannesburg, Cape Town and Cairo. The three are tearing away and Nairobi has to sprint to get there. Of course, the cities of substance are Tokyo, New York and London. 
But can a good city blossom out of the wretchedness that is Nairobi? One, the city does not offer mass transit network, making it a sea of anarchy. Motorists, cyclists, pedestrians and 10,000 hawkers turn the city upside down every day. The main arteries are usually clogged and it is a nightmare to drive in town any time of the day. 
On a typical day, there is the irritating hooting of impatient motorists, earsplitting sirens of fire engines, creaking of old buses and often and the reverberating sound of generators when power supply is cut. There is also the hissing of air conditioners hanging on walls of skyscrapers. 
The City in the Sun has gone to ruin and a lot is needed to give it a shine. The residents seldom enjoy tranquility. There are no recreational parks or unique entertainment spots. The few parks that were once there were either grabbed or lost to gangs. Think of Uhuru Park, Jevanjee Gardens and Kamukunji Grounds. Tranquil places include the Arboretum Walk or Uhuru Gardens, but you could encounter a pickpocket or mugger. 
The rest of the city resembles one huge landfill with garbage and dirt thrown out by the three million inhabitants. The nauseous grime and filth that flow in the choked gutter churns the stomach. The clogged drainage systems are an eyesore. 
During a recent visit to Berlin, the capital city of Germany, I could hardly think of a cleaner city. I have been to London, but Berlin is in a class of its own - the sparklingly clean pavements, manicured lawns and buses and the autobahn that come on time. The motorists are friendly and generally, the traffic flows so well that you would think they are computer managed. 
Nairobi is the reverse. In truth, our city resembles a typical village: Noisy, dusty, dirty, chaotic and without direction. The traffic is awful and the notoriously courtesy-free motorists and pedestrians ignore traffic rules and jump lights. Many use forbidden language and lucky you if you escape being hit by the kamikaze matatu drivers. 
Of course, the chiefs at City Hall have no idea what to do to haul the Nairobi out of the pit. With its excellent climate, the city can be a tourist and commercial centre just like Paris, London, New York, Rome or Berlin. To begin with, the administrators ought to make the city beautiful and eye-catching. It is worthwhile to copy what the big boys have done. 
In Western cities, outstanding features include The London Eye, St George's Cathedral, the castles and the panoply of beautiful chestnut trees that hug out into the streets of Berlin, the Eiffel Tower and the Arc de Triomphe in Paris and the breath taking Statue of Liberty in New York. Shopping malls, theatres of dreams, superb motorways and the rail network also make a metropolis stand out. Contrast this with derelict buildings in the central business district - such as the one next to the City Market - which stick out like a sore thumb, potholed roads, a polluted skyline and dilapidated railway lines. 
No doubt, it is an easy task to make Nairobi a clean and robust city and it is not hard to bring back the honour of the old City in the Sun. But the incredible incompetence of the City Fathers comes out as they bilk millions of shillings painting pathways and marking streets with water paint all too often. 
And the most outrageous proposal is to have piped water at parks. Council managers are so cavalier to our needs that it has become the norm to go without water for a week or even months. It is also common for garbage to lie uncollected for weeks, or a broken sewer to stay unattended for months. 
Nairobi sits strategically between Europe and Africa and making it a city worth its status could open the doors to the gush of money and wealth from abroad. Fix rising crime and deliver vital services and the city will stand with others in the top league. Sometimes I think running the city like a business could make the difference, with all residents as shareholders. 
However, all is not lost for Nairobi. Superb conference facilities at the Kenyatta International Conference Centre, one of the city's landmarks, sets it apart in the region. It is home to key UN agencies, Unep and Habitat. A modern airport will give it a shot in the arm. 
But the use of JKIA as a transit point for narcotics could become the fly in the ointment as we prepare to make hay out of the airport. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
Agencia Boliviana de Informacion:Trinidad fue sede de reunión para construir una visión boliviana de la Cuenca Amazónica
6.12.2006

Trinidad, 06 dic (ABI).- Los días 5 y 6 de diciembre, Trinidad fue sede una importante reunión internacional, orientada a la “Construcción de la visión boliviana en la Cuenca Amazónica”. 

La reunión, organizada por la Universidad Autónoma del Beni (UAB), bajo la modalidad de una mesa de trabajo, cuenta con el auspicio de la Unión de Universidades Amazónicas (UNAMAZ), el Tratado de Cooperación Amazónica (OTCA), el Proyecto de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) y la Organización de los Estados Americanos (OEA).

Estas tres últimas entidades llevan adelante el Proyecto GEF Amazonas, que tiene como objetivo fortalecer el marco institucional para planificar y ejecutar, de forma coordinada entre los países de la Cuenca del Río Amazonas, actividades de protección y gestión sostenible del suelo y los recursos hídricos de esta Cuenca, en el marco de los impactos de cambio climático verificados en el área.

Con vistas al cumplimento de esta meta, se ha visto la necesidad de construir una visión consensuada del desarrollo de la región, basada principalmente en la gestión integrada de los recursos hídricos transfronterizos. 

Para esto se requiere que cada uno de los países concurrentes a la Cuenca formule su Visión Nacional, documento que deberá contener una descripción de la situación actual, escenarios futuros que describan la dinámica de cambio en la región, aspectos transfronterizos prioritarios y la visión estratégica de cada país en relación a los usos previstos del agua en la Cuenca.

OBJETIVO DE LA REUNIÓN

El objetivo central de la reunión de Trinidad es, precisamente, el de formular la Visión Nacional Boliviana de la Cuenca Amazónica. 

Según explicó el Rector de la UAB y Vicepresidente de UNAMAZ, Ing. Guillermo Suárez Zambrano, “la construcción de esta visión estratégica es una tarea urgente que debe incorporar para su realización al Estado y a las organizaciones e instituciones de la sociedad civil con visión de futuro”.

La Mesa de Trabajo de Trinidad es la última de una serie de tres reuniones enmarcadas en ese criterio, y busca recoger in situ la opinión analítica, las necesidades y esperanzas de los actores concernidos, para dar contenido al proceso constructivo de formular una visión consensuada y sostenible hacia el futuro.

IMPORTANCIA PARA BOLIVIA

A este respecto, resulta necesario incidir en la importancia que este proceso tiene para el futuro del país, considerando que el área amazónica de Bolivia cubre el 65 por ciento del territorio nacional y es el escenario natural de una gran riqueza biológica e hídrica. 

Con excepción de una pequeña porción de territorio nacional, correspondiente a la cuenca del río Acre, la totalidad de los ríos amazónicos de Bolivia se drenan por el río Madera, que con un caudal superior a los 17.000 m3/seg es uno de los más importantes afluentes del Amazonas.

En una región donde la presencia del Estado ha adoptado la forma de una casi ausencia permanente, la gravitación económica y demográfica de los países vecinos puede tener efectos imprevisibles, deseables e indeseables, en la medida en que el Estado Boliviano no alcance a construir una visión estratégica propia y lineamientos maestros para el desarrollo del área, principalmente en el tema de los recursos hídricos.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Xinhua: Yes Bank to work with UN body on FIs
5.12.2006
[als on Press Trust of India]

Yes Bank today said it has joined hands with United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Finance Initiative for best environmental and sustainability practices in financial institutions.

The UNEP Finance Initiative is a global partnership between the UNEP and over 160 financial institutions (FIs) that promotes and channelises sustainability in the financial institutions.

"Around USD 6 trillion investible fund from these 160 FIs supports UN Principles for responsible investment and project finance," UNEP Finance Initiative's Head Paul Clement-Hunt said.

Yes Bank and Infrastructure and Finance Leasing Corporation (IL & FS) are the two signatories to the UN initiative in India.
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

BBC:Commission calls for cuts in cod 

5.12.2006

The European Commission has called for cuts in catches of cod, herring, plaice, whiting and haddock for 2007. 
Announcing its annual recommendations to European ministers, the commission said there had been no significant improvement in cod stocks. 

Conservation groups say the commission's proposed 25% cut in cod catch would make little impact. 

In October, the EU's scientific advisory body recommended that no cod or anchovy should be caught next year. 

The International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (Ices) has made this recommendation on cod four years running, but each year the commission has recommended more modest cuts which have been made still more modest by European ministers. 

This year's final decision is anticipated on 19 December. 

'Modest' target 
European Fisheries Commissioner Joe Borg admitted that fishing pressure was still too great on some stocks, but said others were showing signs of recovery. 

"We must take heart from the positive signs observed in some of the stocks subject to long-term [recovery] plans," he told reporters at a Brussels news conference. 

Stocks showing signs of recovery include populations of hake around northern Europe and some populations of mackerel, for which the commission recommends increases in the annual catch. 

But these are the exception. The commission wants quotas cut for cod, herring, plaice, pollack, skate, sole, whiting, ling, Norway lobster, tusk, and most haddock populations. 

In November, a vast global study of fisheries projected that without major changes in fishing behaviour there would be nothing left to fish from the world's seas by 2050. 

Environmental groups have condemned what they describe as "modest" recommendations from the European Commission. 

WWF's Fisheries Policy Officer Tom Pickerell said: "Making continued adjustments to cod quotas alone will frankly not help cod populations recover, or enable fishermen to make long-term plans." 

The organisation advocates expanding the use of selective fishing gear, placing observers on boats, and setting limits on bycatch (catching species other than the target). 

_________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: Crucial Marine Food Chain Link Withers

By SETH BORENSTEIN

6.12.2006
WASHINGTON -- The critical base of the ocean food web is shrinking as the

world's seas warm, new NASA satellite data show. The discovery has

scientists worried about how much food will grow in the future for the

world's marine life.

The data show a significant link between warmer water _ either from the El

Nino weather phenomenon or global warming _ and reduced production of

phytoplankton of the world's oceans, according to a study in Thursday's

journal Nature.

Phytoplankton are the microscopic plant life that zooplankton and other

marine animals eat, essentially the grain crop of the world's oceans.

"Everything else up the food web is going to be impacted," said

oceanographer Scott Doney of the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute.

"What's worrisome is that small changes that happen in the bottom of food

web can have dramatic changes to certain species at higher spots on the

food chain."

This is yet another recent scientific study with real-time data showing the

much predicted harmful effects of global warming are not just coming, but

in some cases are already here and can be tallied scientifically,

researchers said.

A satellite commissioned by NASA tracked water temperature and the

production of phytoplankton from 1997 to 2006, finding that for most of the

world's oceans when one went up the other went down and vice versa, said

study lead author Michael Behrenfeld, a biological oceanographer at Oregon

State University.

As water temperatures increased from 1999 to 2004, the crop of

phytoplankton dropped significantly, about 200 million tons a year. On

average about 50 billion tons of phytoplankton are produced yearly,

Behrenfeld said.

During that time, some ocean regions, especially around the equator in the

Pacific, saw as much as a 50 percent drop in phytoplankton production, he

said.

However, the satellite first started taking measurements in 1997 when water

temperatures were at their warmest due to El Nino. That's the regular

cyclical warming of part of the Pacific Ocean that affects climate

worldwide.

After that year, the ocean significantly cooled until 1999 and the

phytoplankton crop soared by 2 billion tons during those two years.

"The results are showing this very tight coupling between production and

climate," Behrenfeld said.

Phytoplankton, which turn sunlight into food, need nutrients such as

nitrogen, phosphates and iron from colder water below, Behrenfeld said.

With warmer surface water, it's harder for the phytoplankton to get those

nutrients.

Behrenfeld said the link between the El Nino changes and phytoplankton

production is clear. For years scientists warning about climate change have

said warmer waters will reduce phytoplankton production and this shows it's

happening, he said.

Other oceanographers agree with the El Nino link but said with only a

decade of data it is harder to make global warming connections.

"It's something you certainly can't ignore, because its potential is quite

significant," said James Yoder of the Woods Hole Institute. "But there are

some caveats because of the shortness of the record."

Another worry is that with reduced phytoplankton, the world's oceans will

suck up less carbon dioxide, increasing the Earth's chief global warming

gas, said NASA ocean biology project manager Paula Bontempi. That's because

phytoplankton take carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere in making food.

This is at least the third significant peer-reviewed research paper in the

past six months showing that long-anticipated global warming biological

side effects are already happening.

A study earlier this year linked increases in Western U.S. wildfires to

global warming and a mega-study showed that dozens of species of plants and

animals were dying off from global warming.

"What you're looking at is almost an avalanche of each individual effect,"

said Stanford University biological sciences professor Stephen Schneider.

"As it gets warmer and as we measure more things, the evidence

accumulates."
___________________________________________________________________
The Guardian: Brown has failed green test say critics
Larry Elliott and Patrick Wintour
7.12.2006

Anger at limited measures to tackle climate change in pre-budget report

Gordon Brown came under strong attack from opposition parties and green lobby groups last night after responding to the government's own warnings on climate change with a modest £1bn package of green taxes in his pre-budget report.

Little more than a month after the prime minister described the report into climate change by the Treasury economist Sir Nicholas Stern as the most important since Labour came to power, the chancellor's decision to double air passenger duty and to raise duty on petrol by 1.25% was derided by environmentalists and tax experts. The £1bn tax increase amounted to less than 0.1% of GDP, compared with the 1% of GDP Sir Nicholas said would be necessary to curb carbon emissions.

Last night tax experts analysing the chancellor's figures predicted that consumer behaviour would be unchanged.

Tony Juniper, director of Friends of the Earth, said: "Instead of putting measures to tackle climate change at the heart of the PBR, Mr Brown continues to tinker at the margins. The Stern review set out that urgent action is needed ... But the chancellor's response has been feeble."

In what is expected to be his 10th and final PBR, Mr Brown gave an upbeat picture of the economy, pledged to invest more in education and raised taxes by a total of £2bn - half from a doubling of air passenger duty and half from taxes on business. He also said fuel duties for motorists would be going up in line with inflation for the first time in four years.

Mr Brown hinted that the increase in air passenger duty (APD) would be recycled in the next spending round to improve public transport and the environment, but the Liberal Democrat environment spokesman, Chris Huhne, said the chancellor was giving green taxes a bad name by keeping revenue for the Treasury rather than handing it to low income groups.

Shadow chancellor George Osborne said: "Today's increase in air passenger duty should have been a replacement for other taxes - not additional taxes."

Although the Treasury admitted that APD was only rising back to 1997 levels in real terms, it insisted the move to green taxes was evolutionary. Mr Brown said that 75% of journeys by air would involve an increase from £5 to £10 in the duty, refused to reintroduce the fuel escalator - under which motorists saw the price of petrol and diesel rise by more than the rate of inflation - and announced no new measures against gas-guzzling cars.

Tax experts said the changes were unlikely to alter consumer behaviour. Bill Dodwell, head of tax policy at Deloitte, said the increase in petrol duty was likely "to simply represent an additional cost for motorists, including business, rather than leading to a reduction in mileage."

Patrick King, tax principal at MacIntyre Hudson, said: "The doubling of APD will raise substantial revenue but will do little to deter flying or help the environment."

Mr Brown also said he would waive stamp duty on carbon-neutral homes the government wants to see built by 2016. Environmentalists pointed out that new homes accounted for 1% of Britain's housing stock. The package was far less comprehensive than the private bid to the Treasury for green taxes made by the environment secretary, David Miliband, and subsequently leaked to the media. 
Libération : En Chine, des villes et des vies minées par le charbon

Par Pascale NIVELLE

6.12.2006

Environnement. Transformés en gruyère, les sous-sols de la province du Shanxi s'effondrent, provoquant l'exode de ses habitants. 

A Haojiazhai, «même les ânes tombent dans les trous». La nuit, on entend les murs gémir et craquer. «On a peur», dit le vieil homme, balayant les éboulis de sa ruelle du bout de sa pantoufle chinoise. Il s'appelle Hao, comme le village où il tente de survivre avec ses voisins aussi vieux que lui. Hao attend de partir là où «on» lui dira d'aller. Mais les voitures ne montent jamais jusqu'à Haojiazhai. «On nous a oubliés», dit Hao. Quand il est né, on ne parlait pas encore du charbon dans la province du Shanxi. La vie dans ces montagnes peignées par les terrasses, c'était le sorgho, le maïs, le blé. Mais le Shanxi est devenu le réservoir énergétique de la Chine (1) et le sous-sol s'est transformé en passoire. Aujourd'hui, plus rien ne pousse, l'eau tombe dans les trous, comme les ânes, et il n'y a plus de bras pour pousser les charrues. Le village aux maisons troglodytes, posé sur des kilomètres de galeries désaffectées, est miné. Le charbon l'a anéanti (2).

Les mines, Li les a vues fleurir en vingt ans. Né à Haojiazhai, quand la terre nourrissait encore 100 familles, il a déménagé lorsque les premiers signes d'effondrement sont apparus, il y a une quinzaine d'années. Les autorités, moyennant finances, proposaient de reloger les habitants dans un nouveau village, bâti à la va-vite 200 mètres plus bas. Il menace de s'effondrer à son tour, rattrapé par la gangrène des mines sauvages. «Il en pousse partout, tout le temps, le charbon est à 7 mètres de la surface, raconte Li. Il y a des centaines de kilomètres de galeries sous nos pieds.» Sur les murs de brique du nouveau Haojiazhai, des slogans rappellent qu' «il est honorable de contrôler les naissances». Et que «les membres du Parti sont des exemples». Devant chaque maison, un tas de charbon attend l'hiver.

Air apeuré. Parfois, Li grimpe à travers les terrasses affaissées jusqu'au vieux village désert, vendre quelques fruits ou légumes aux oubliés. C'est son nouveau métier, à 46 ans. Il a été agriculteur à Haojiazhai le Haut, puis s'est mis ouvrier du bâtiment pour un propriétaire de mines. Il y a deux ans, son patron a disparu. Le filon de charbon épuisé, il est parti creuser plus loin, sans étayer les galeries ni régler les salaires d'une vingtaine d'ouvriers de Haojiazhai. Li, embarqué dans une procédure judiciaire désespérée, voit parfois passer son ancien patron sur la route, dans une grosse berline noire. Ce dernier vit à Xiaoyi, la ville poussiéreuse et hérissée de cheminées d'usines, qui a poussé comme un champignon noir dans la vallée en même temps que les mines. «Les types comme lui gagnent des centaines de milliers de yuans par mois, dit Li. Il vient de chez nous et s'est bien débrouillé. Il a plusieurs mines dans le coin et ne paie pas ses ouvriers. Quand ils protestent, il fait venir des hommes de main pour les frapper.» Le vieux Hao sourit : «Il n'y a plus que les malins qui s'en sortent, de nos jours.» 
Hao a longtemps travaillé à la mine, son fils y est encore, loin d'ici. Il n'a aucune retraite et vit sur ses économies, utilisant avec parcimonie l'électricité amenée dans la montagne par des câbles et des pylônes qui s'affaissent souvent dans les trous de la mine. Quelques vieux dans l'uniforme de leur jeunesse, bleu de travail et casquette Mao, se réchauffent au soleil de novembre en compagnie d'un ado au regard vide. «Il est idiot, explique Li. Ses parents sont partis.» Dans la ruelle défoncée marche un homme au visage noir de suie, un casque et une lampe frontale sur la tête. Le mineur passe son chemin sans un regard, l'air apeuré. C'est un Mingong, un émigré du Henan, la province voisine, venu se vendre pour 1 000 yuans (100 euros) par mois à Haojiazhai. Il dort dans une vieille maison aux murs lézardés et ne parle à personne. Un jour, il disparaîtra pour un autre village ou au fond d'une mine. Un autre visage noir et sans âge le remplacera.

Dans cette région, les autorités chinoises reconnaissent 10 000 morts par an dus aux accidents dans les mines. Les ONG, elles, doublent ce record mondial. Au pied de la montagne, au bord de la route des mines et de la «rivière noire» asséchée et polluée par le charbon, pousse le nouveau Haojiazhai. Quelques maisons en parpaings blanchis attendent les habitants. Des files de camions verts chargés de minerai passent en crachant une poussière grasse sur les carrés de choux. Les «autorités», alertées par la dangerosité des deux anciens villages, ont entrepris de reloger les habitants qui en ont les moyens.

Echafaudage. Il faut investir 30 000 yuans pour déménager et faire détruire son ancienne maison. «Ce n'est pas pour moi», dit doucement Hao. Sa voisine, Hong, attend ce jour depuis que les premières fissures sont apparues dans son deux-pièces creusé à flanc de montagne, il y a dix ans. La quarantaine élégante en tablier fleuri et escarpins vernis blancs, elle vit seule dans le vieux village. Son mari est mineur dans une usine lointaine et ses deux fils sont partis à la ville. Elle surveille l'échafaudage qui tient ses murs, passe le balai sous les lézardes et fait des comptes à longueur de journée. Le gouvernement offre 15 000 yuans par pièce habitable, à condition de réinvestir autant. Encore quelques mois et elle pourra emménager dans la vallée.

Hong et Hao dans le premier village, Li dans son deuxième, tous rêvent du troisième Haojiazhai. Des anciens champs de maïs en promontoire sur la montagne, ils guettent l'avancement des travaux. Et aussi ceux d'une nouvelle mine privée, qui vient d'ouvrir à quelques centaines de mètres.

(1) 70 % de l'électricité du pays provient du charbon. (2) Le Shanxi produit un demi-milliard de tonnes de charbon par an. Selon le Bureau national de la protection de l'environnement, 1 900 villages de cette province souffriraient de problèmes géologiques liés au charbon.

Chicago Tribune: GLOBAL WARMING -- As theory turns into fact

By Michael Hawthorne

3.12.2006

Remember the debate over acid rain? We're at it again with greenhouse gas

emissions

BURLINGTON, Vt. -- Snow fell early this fall on Camel's Hump, the

third-highest peak in Vermont's Green Mountains and a galvanizing symbol of

America's troubles with acid rain.

It was here almost three decades ago that botanists discovered the rapid

decline of spruce, birch and maple trees that once grew so dense the canopy

blotted out the sun. Gone were 30 percent of the trees that had been

standing when researchers first surveyed the mountain in the mid-1960s,

including half of the red spruce.

The alarming discovery led many scientists to conclude that the culprits

were vehicles and coal-fired power plants. When mixed with water vapor in

the clouds, pollution from tailpipes and smokestacks fell back in a caustic

mist that slowly killed great forests and turned once-pristine lakes into

dead seas.

"It was staggering what was happening," Hubert Vogelmann, the University of

Vermont researcher who drew the nation's attention to Camel's Hump, said

during a recent hike up the storied peak. "The evidence pointing to acid

rain kept getting stronger and stronger. But it took some time before

something was done about it."

Years from now, people might say the same thing about global warming.

The details are different. But there are similarities between the current

debate about whether greenhouse gas emissions should be regulated and the

scientific and political battles that eventually led Congress to adopt

tougher limits on the pollution that causes acid rain.

The chief sources are the same. Coal-fired power plants and cars are the

leading producers of carbon dioxide, the most prevalent greenhouse gas that

prevents the sun's heat from radiating back into space.

Nearly all the experts who delve into the arcane history of Earth's climate

agree that human activities -- mainly the burning of coal, oil and other

fossil fuels -- are driving up global temperatures. The planet's average

surface temperature has increased more than 1 degree Fahrenheit since 1990,

and the rate of warming is rapidly increasing.

Many climate scientists think that if action isn't taken soon to reduce

greenhouse gases, or at least slow their growth, weather shifts, coastal

flooding, prolonged droughts and deadly heat waves could occur.

But there is still some uncertainty, just as there was about acid rain

during the 1970s and '80s. And like that earlier debate, the scientific

consensus about global warming doesn't amount to an airtight case for

action, especially when there are still dissenters and vested economic

interests are at stake.

A decade later, action

By the early 1980s, the science about acid rain was good enough that

federal officials could pinpoint the sources of pollution. Yet nothing was

done for almost another decade.

Utilities and other industries spent millions on lobbying and advertising

campaigns to block tougher clean-air laws. One full-page ad in The New York

Times envisioned a world covered in sludge from scrubbers--equipment that

removes sulfur dioxide from power plant emissions. Business-friendly allies

in the Reagan administration and Congress bottled up legislation to address

acid rain, insisting that more study was needed.

Vogelmann and others figured one of the best ways to convert skeptics was

to bring them to Camel's Hump. Politicians and bureaucrats hiked up the

mountain, stopping occasionally along a rocky trail to take note of the

dead and dying trees.

The field trips always included a demonstration. Vogelmann used a hand

crank to pull samples from the trunk of a red spruce, showing how the

tree's growth had suddenly been stunted by the acidic pollution.

"We kept coming back to the same tree," Vogelmann joked during the more

recent hike. "So many people came to see what was happening that it was

full of holes by the time Congress took action."

When President George H.W. Bush was elected in 1988, images of dying

forests and lakes had become so potent that he vowed acid rain would top

his agenda.

"The science got better, various states and other institutions started

taking action, and suddenly there were political reasons to take on this

issue," said David Hawkins, director of the Natural Resources Defense

Council's Climate Center and a former top official at the U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency.

Some continued to resist. One top utility executive ominously predicted

that tougher clean-air laws would lead to "the potential destruction of the

Midwest economy."

But two years after Bush took office, Congress and the EPA set up a system

that put a nationwide limit on sulfur dioxide emissions while letting

utilities trade the right to pollute.

Known as "cap-and-trade," the system turned sulfur dioxide into a commodity

traded like pork bellies or grain futures. Cleaner power plants can sell

credits, or pollution allowances, to dirtier sources as long as they all

stay within the overall limit.

The program ended up being substantially less expensive than even

supporters predicted. It was so successful that a similar cap-and-trade

plan is considered the most likely way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Trading is hot

Virtually every bill in Congress related to global warming relies on

trading. Most of the major presumed presidential candidates support the

idea, from Republican John McCain to Democrat Hillary Clinton.

Europe already has a carbon-trading market. Several big U.S. companies,

including DuPont and Motorola, are participating in a voluntary program

called the Chicago Climate Exchange.

"I think you have a lot of companies that are waiting for government

leadership on climate change and would not be distressed to get it," said

William Reilly, who was EPA administrator under the first President Bush.

"They recognize that regulation is coming."

A key roadblock is the current President Bush.

After promising as a candidate to regulate carbon dioxide emissions, Bush

abandoned his pledge shortly after taking office. He has acknowledged that

humans are responsible in part for rising global temperatures but insists

voluntary efforts can solve the problem.
La Nueva España : Retirados 55 lazos de acero en sólo una semana en zonas oseras

Oviedo, L. Á. VEGA

Las trampas, destinadas a cérvidos y jabalíes, fueron colocadas en Ibias, Cangas del Narcea, Proaza y Quirós

El Servicio de Protección de la Naturaleza (Seprona) de la Guardia Civil de Oviedo retiró en los últimos días un total de 55 lazos de acero en zonas donde vive el oso pardo. Aunque las trampas fueron colocadas por furtivos para atrapar cérvidos y jabalíes, los lazos podían haber causado importantes daños a los osos, motivo principal por el que fueron retirados por los agentes. En el operativo, que se desarrolló entre el 20 de noviembre y el 2 de diciembre, participaron más de setenta personas, entre funcionarios del Seprona, miembros de la Guardería y de la Patrulla Oso del Principado de Asturias e integrantes de otras entidades colaboradoras, como la Fundación para la Protección del Oso Pardo y el Fondo para la Protección de los Animales Salvajes (Fapas). Las áreas de actuación de esta campaña fueron San Antolín (Ibias), Muniellos, el puerto de Leitariegos y Monasterio del Coto (Cangas del Narcea), Cuevas (Proaza) y Quirós. 

En una primera fase del operativo -del 20 al 26 de noviembre-, se estudiaron los lugares donde podrían haber sido depositadas las trampas. En la segunda fase del dispositivo -del 27 de noviembre al 2 de diciembre-, se procedió a la retirada de los cepos. Las zonas en las que se consiguió retirar más lazos fueron Muniellos, con 15 trampas, y Quirós, con 21 artes. El día 27 se recogieron 15 lazos, dos el día 28, otros nueve el día 29, 8 el día 30 y 21 el 1 de diciembre. 
Carne o trofeos 
Las trampas, colocadas por cazadores ilegales para obtener carne o trofeos cinegéticos, son capaces de causar la muerte de los osos que caen en ellas. Y es que, si no mueren asfixiados o de hambre, los plantígrados pueden llegar a perder alguna de sus extremidades al tratar de escapar de los lazos, con el consiguiente riesgo de infección y muerte. El objetivo que se plantea la Guardia Civil es la eliminación de este tipo de arte de caza masiva y no selectiva, puesto que cualquier animal puede caer en estas trampas. La colocación de estas trampas no se puede desligar del incremento que está experimentando la población de especies como el jabalí, que está motivando a su vez un aumento de las batidas de caza y también de los accidentes cinegéticos. En las últimas semanas tres cazadores asturianos han resultado heridos en partidas de caza.

Financial Times: Penalties of Acting Alone Stall Collective Effort on Climate Change

By Fiona Harvey

5.12.2006

Apopular radio comedy series in 1940s Britain featured a sketch in whichtwo excessively polite gentlemen would find themselves unable to pass through a doorway, paralysed by their own good manners. “After you,

Claude,” one would say. “No, after you, Cecil,” came the reply. It could go

on for quite a long time.

That is exactly what negotiating international action on climate change

feels like, according to David Miliband, the UK’s environment minister.

“It’s an ‘After you, Claude’ situation,” he says of the discussions on the

international Kyoto protocol. No country wants to be first in taking action

to cut their greenhouse emissions for fear that other governments will fail

to follow. So they find ways to stall, while their greenhouse gas output

climbs steadily skywards.

According to some of the world’s leading scientists, climate change poses a

bigger threat to future prosperity than wars or terrorism. Yet governments

remain reluctant to address this threat because any country acting alone to

curb its greenhouse gas emissions, without similar commitments by other

governments, risks damaging the competitiveness of its industries.

The result: paralysis. “There is a collective action problem

internationally,” says Mr Miliband. “You have to break this logjam.”

Attempts to break the logjam are indeed under way, but the risks are high.

Many of the government ministers from around the world, meeting at United

Nations talks on climate change in Nairobi last month, were wary of

committing their countries to far- reaching emissions reduction programmes

unless they could be sure that large emitters such as the US and China were

also taking on such commitments.

Japan refused to hurry moves to commit to reductions in emissions beyond

2012, when the current provisions of the Kyoto protocol expire, because of

fears that it would hand China a competitive advantage in manufacturing

industries. Canada faced a similar dilemma, resisting pressure to push for

greater emissions cuts as the US was refusing to take on reduction targets.

The US and Australia have already rejected the protocol, which obliges

developed countries to cut their emissions by an average of 5 per cent

compared with 1990 levels by 2012.

More worrying for proponents of the treaty, however, are rifts on the issue

that are beginning to become apparent within Europe. The European Union has

long been the most steadfast supporter of the Kyoto protocol, in the face

of backsliding from Canada and Japan. The EU was credited with enticing

Russia to agree to the protocol two years ago, which was the decisive

factor in ensuring the long-delayed agreement finally came into effect. The

EU’s greenhouse gas emissions trading scheme is the only mandatory scheme

in the world to impose constraints on business emissions of carbon dioxide

and to allow companies to trade their emissions allowances with one another

in order to reduce carbon output at the lowest possible price.

But the dilemma over competitiveness and environmental action has split the

European Commission. Günter Verheugen, industry commissioner, late last

month warned that “our environmental leadership could significantly

undermine the international competitiveness of part of Europe’s

energy-intensive industries”. In a letter to José Manuel Barroso, president

of the Commission, Mr Verheugen called for special exemptions to state aid

rules for energy-intensive sectors and backed the introduction of a levy on

imports from developed countries that have yet to implement the Kyoto

treaty. He said that going it alone on emissions could “worsen global

environmental performance by redirecting production to parts of the world

with lower environmental standards”.

Mr Barroso, however, subsequently signalled his strong support for the EU’s

emissions trading scheme, which imposes strict limits on the amount of

carbon dioxide that energy-intensive businesses may emit. He said: “Europe

is determined to lead by example. We should be proud of what we are doing

as Europeans. We led the negotiations to create the Kyoto treaty. We are at

the cutting edge of new environmental technology. And we have set up the

world’s largest scheme for trading in emissions of carbon dioxide, the

emissions trading scheme. By doing this, climate change has suddenly been

brought into the boardroom of every major company across Europe.”

He promised strict limits on emissions would be set by the Commission: “The

Commission will be tough but fair...we need the market [in emissions] to

work, if Europe is to keep leading the fight against climate change. The

rest of the world is watching to see if the [emissions trading scheme]

works. It has to.”

(Embedded image moved to file: pic52699.gif)CO2 emissions chart

The strong support of Mr Barroso enabled Stavros Dimas, the EU’s

environment commissioner, to impose emissions limits under the scheme that

were about 7 per cent lower than member states had been calling for.

Time is running out for action on climate change, however. There is as yet

nothing to replace the Kyoto treaty in 2012. Arguments over the effect of

emissions cuts on a country’s international competitiveness presuppose that

there is still time to forge a wide- ranging agreement to solve the climate

change problem and to reduce emissions before they reach a dangerous level.

Yet there is an increasingly loud chorus of concern from scientists who

study climate change that suggests we may not have that long. Moreover, the

fact that the debate is deadlocked over the “Claude and Cecil” problem

represents enormous progress in certain respects. Only a few years ago, the

fundamental impasse was over the facts themselves, not what to do about

them.

For more than a decade after large numbers of scientists and policymakers

started focusing on climate change in 1988, critics exploited uncertainties

in the evidence to cast doubt on the emerging scientific consensus that

human actions were leading to climate change by burning fossil fuels. But

as the scientific evidence mounted that climate change was being caused by

human actions, that argument gradually fell away.

In the past few years, opponents of emissions cuts have shifted their

stance, no longer questioning the facts but questioning the wisdom of

reducing emissions that would cause economic harm, arguing that the costs

of reduction outweighed the risks of climate change.

This view was severely criticised by the recent UK government review,

carried out by Sir Nicholas Stern, the former World Bank chief economist,

which estimated the cost of reducing emissions at 1 per cent of global

gross domestic product and the cost of inaction at 5 per cent to 20 per

cent.
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Mr Miliband calls the economic argument “the last refuge of the deniers –

the idea that it’s not worth anyone doing anything unless everyone does

it”.

Nevertheless, debate over those two questions, first of science and then of

economics, has delayed action on climate change by over a decade. It took

seven years for the Kyoto treaty, negotiated in 1997, to come into effect

in 2004. The tortuous history extends back still further: governments

agreed the parent treaty to the Kyoto accord, called the UN Framework

Convention on Climate Change, in 1992, which itself was four years after

the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change was set up to report on

climate change science.

Solving the collective action problem, also known as the famous “prisoner’s

dilemma”, has been attempted over the years by game theorists and

economists but still plagues environmental policy, not just in climate

change but also in the management of all public resources, such as

fisheries and forests, where free access leads to over- exploitation.

Mr Miliband’s formula for breaking out of the logjam is “to show

leadership”. For the UK, that has meant taking on tougher targets than

necessary under the EU’s emissions trading scheme, to propose extending the

scheme to cover EU-wide aviation, and to extend the scheme within the UK to

service-sector businesses such as supermarkets and hotels. Another

important test of the leadership Mr Miliband seeks will come in today’s

pre-budget report when Gordon Brown, chancellor of the exchequer, is

expected to unveil new “green” taxes on air and road travel.

Within the EU, the new-found support of Mr Barroso for environmental action

will be crucial. Member states, apart from the UK, are currently revising

downwards their proposed emissions limits under the trading scheme, but it

remains to be seen whether they will toe the line drawn by Mr Dimas.

Mr Dimas sees other hopeful signs. He said of the Nairobi gathering: “There

has been a spirit at this conference, a willingness to go ahead and a sense

of urgency.” Even in the US, he said, there were growing calls for action.

He pointed to the victory of the Democrats in the Congressional elections,

saying of George W. Bush: “The question I ask is, why does this president

not want to do what his successor will almost certainly have to do [in

imposing emissions cuts]?”

In the wake of the elections, several influential Democratic politicians

and the Republican John McCain vowed to bring forward legislation that

would bind the US to emissions reduction targets. Arnold Schwarzenegger,

governor of California, has already committed his state to emission

reduction targets similar to those required by the Kyoto protocol and

several north-eastern US states are planning targets along the same lines.

Although the Bush administration looks unlikely to bend its strongly

anti-Kyoto stance, the growing pressure for action on climate change in

Congress may alter Washington’s position before negotiations on the

continuation of Kyoto beyond 2012 reach their crunch point, in 2009.

That would probably not lead to the US adopting Kyoto targets before 2012

but would suggest that the treaty might have a successor of some form after

that date.

There are also signs of a rethink elsewhere. In Canada, climate change is

expected to be a decisive issue in a general election that could come as

early as spring. Stephen Harper’s Conservative party has riled many in the

electorate by its hostility to the Kyoto treaty. Stéphane Dion, newly

elected leader of the opposition Liberal party, was formerly environment

minister and is expected to focus on the issue.

Perhaps most importantly, China has begun taking steps to curb its rapidly

increasing emissions. Spurred on by worsening air and water quality in

Chinese cities, the government in Beijing has set up several “clean coal”

projects to reduce emissions from power stations.

It has also instigated what is likely to become the biggest build-out in

the world of wind power generation and other forms of renewable energy.

But if scientists like Mr Hansen and economists such as Sir Nicholas are

right, arguments over competitiveness will seem as futile a decade or two

hence as the spectacle of two elaborately courteous men unable to leave a

room – though rather less amusing.
The Independent (UK):The students who are learning to save an endangered species 

Tim Walker 

7.12.2006
An MSc in primate conservation is attracting animal lovers from all over the world 

Orang-utans are a highly endangered species 

It's not easy getting ahead in the monkey business. Working with primates is a competitive career choice, but Helen Buckland, who at 24 secured a plum job as UK co-ordinator for the Sumatran Orangutan Society (SOS), had the best possible start. She is a graduate of Oxford Brookes' MSc in primate conservation, the only course of its kind in the world. 

The course was established around five years ago in response to the rapid destruction of the habitats of many of our closest relatives in the primate world, and the subsequent threat of extinction. A multidisciplinary degree, encompassing anthropology and biology, the MSc also has an eye on the political issues affecting apes, monkeys and prosimians - specifically their interaction and conflict with humans.

Its unique focus on conservation makes the course not only competitive, but also international. Among Buckland's 28 classmates were students from North and South America, Australia and across Europe. The course leaders encourage students from those countries where other primates still live in their natural habitats.

Buckland's first degree was in psychology, at Edinburgh University. "It was broad-based biological psychology," she says, "but I was most interested in primate cognition." Before joining the MSc course at Oxford Brookes in 2003, Buckland had already accrued plenty of work experience, as a keeper at Edinburgh Zoo during her first degree, and volunteering at Washington State's Chimpanzee and Human Communication Institute in the US, where chimpanzees are taught to use sign language. "I went there interested in psychology and came back more interested in conservation," she says. Before the MSc began, she took part in the conservation summer school at Gerald Durrell's Jersey Zoo.

"People on the course come from a wide range of backgrounds," says Buckland. "The other students weren't necessarily scientists, but we all had to have an interest in or experience of primate conservation."

Oxford Brookes offers the MSc as both a full-time and part-time course, over 12 or 24 months. The seven modules that make up the degree, from human-wildlife conflict issues to genetics and population management, are assessed through written work, presentations and field assignments observing primates in captivity at sites in the UK.

After completing the course, Buckland chose to work with orang-utans. "People were drawn to certain species during the course, not necessarily by the species themselves but by the issues affecting them and their predicament," she says. "Orang-utans are critically endangered, and I wanted to do something that would be useful to a highly endangered species."

SOS, a conservation charity, organises education and conservation initiatives in Sumatra, where only one million hectares of forest habitat remain for orang-utans. While illegal logging is a well-reported problem, the most pressing concern is palm oil plantation farming. "For my dissertation I travelled to Indonesia and studied the impact that palm oil farming has on orang-utans," says Buckland. "There's a huge demand for the product in Europe, because it is used in so many foods, but most of it is produced in Indonesia. Other students went to Africa, Asia, South America - it was a great excuse to see those parts of the world. The chairman of the Ape Alliance invited me to present my research and I was asked to set up a working group to produce a report on the impact of palm oil plantation farming: it's the greatest problem facing orang-utans now."

Following that report, she was offered the job as UK co-ordinator at SOS, and has just returned from her first trip to Sumatra, where she took part in the charity's annual fundraising exercise, an eco-trek into the Sumatran forest to see orang-utans in the wild.

SOS is involved in tree replanting in the forest clusters that still sustain orang-utan populations; and the education department visits schools in Indonesia and holds training programmes for local communities.

One of the charity's recent initiatives has had an impact closer to home. SOS asked every UK supermarket and major retailer to sign up to its "round table on sustainable palm oil". Buckland says: "We're not asking for a boycott of palm oil, we're asking for it to be produced sustainably. Those who have signed up include Tesco, Sainsbury's, Morrison's, Asda, Waitrose, Boots, Co-op and Marks & Spencer. We generate consumer pressure on the retailers. It's really satisfying to have a success like this."
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National Geographic: Birds Change Songs to Suit Urban Life, Study Finds

Mason Inman

6.12.2006

City life drives birds to change their tunes, recent research shows. 

A new study says that birds living in major cities sing shorter, faster songs that are higher-pitched than those sung by their brethren in the forests. 

The researchers think that the birds adjust their songs to allow themselves to be heard over the din of the city, especially the low rumble of traffic noise. 

To study how urban birds sing, Hans Slabbekoorn and Ardie den Boer-Visser, biologists at the University of Leiden in the Netherlands, traveled around Europe and recorded bird songs in ten major cities and in nearby forests. 

The species they focused on, the great tit, is widespread across Eurasia and one of the few types of birds that thrives in big cities. 

Singing is crucial for males, which use their songs to attract mates and mark out their territory. 

The changing songs could play a role in eventually causing the city birds and the forest dwellers to evolve into separate species, Slabbekoorn speculated. 

The findings could also help explain why usually only a few bird species thrive in cities. By contrast, many more bird species tend to be found in forests and other undeveloped habitats. 

From London to Prague 

From London to Paris, Brussels to Prague, the songs of the great tits living in cities all showed the same kinds of changes. 

"I was surprised it was so consistent," Slabbekoorn said. 

"The only explanation is that there must be quite a strong selection pressure," he added, meaning that the birds gain a big advantage by changing their songs to suit their environment. 

In a study published in 2003, Slabbekoorn and another colleague showed that great tits sang at higher frequencies in noisier parts of cities. 

Other groups later found the same effect with two other species of city-dwelling birds: house finches and song sparrows. 

But the new study, published this week in the journal Current Biology, is the first to compare city birds with those of the same species living in natural setting. 

Across all ten cities, the birds deleted the lower-pitched parts of their songs. Those are the parts competing the most with traffic noise, so singing low notes is often a waste of time and energy, the researchers explained. 

Great tits usually sing two or three notes and then repeat this several times. 

The city birds sped up their songs by shortening the first note of these sets, as well as the pauses between them. 

The great tits also sang more varied songs with only one note, or with as many as 16 notes strung together, patterns that were unusual in the forest, according to the scientists. 

The study makes "a convincing case that this is a broad phenomenon, at least in this species," said Gail Patricelli, a biologist at the University of California, Davis. 

"It didn't just happen once. The same phenomenon emerged several times" in the widespread cities, Patricelli said. 

Studies like this could eventually help researchers predict how urbanization will affect birds, she added. 

Using this knowledge could help urban planners design more pleasant city environments, study co-author Slabbekoorn said. 

"You can make a city much more livable if you pay attention to where the noise goes and where the people go," he said. "It would be easy to fit the birds into those models." 

Then cities wouldn't be strictly for the people, but also for the birds.
___________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: Somalis Continue to Be Displaced by Flooding
By Elizabeth A. Kennedy

6.12.2006

ARARE VILLAGE, Somalia -- Over 40,000 people have been displaced in the southern Somalia district of Jamame because of flooding caused by heavy rains and the Juba river bursting its banks, an U.N. food agency official said. 

Floods hit Jamame in the past 10 days and the U.N. food agency has delivered 1,170 metric tons (about 1,300 tons)of food, said Penny Ferguson, spokeswoman for the agency. The agency will continue providing aid to Jamame until February. 

Residents of Arare, a village where people displaced by the flooding have camped, say that it has not rained in the past three days. Most people in Arare, lush as a result of the heavy rains, have arrived in the past six days after being displaced by flooding, Ferguson said. 

Since heavy rains pounded many parts of eastern African starting in October, the death toll from floods and related waterborne diseases is 230 in Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya, according to the World Food Program. 

The relief effort in Somalia is complicated by the absence of an effective central government. An Islamic movement controls most of southern Somalia, including the capital, Mogadishu. A U.N.-backed transitional government has been unable to assert its authority beyond the western Somalia town of Baidoa. 

Abdi Nur Mohamed Dedud said he came to the camp at Arare after trying to stop water entering his home. 
"We were working all night. It was 2 o'clock in the morning and when we put the sandbags down, the water would rise above them," he said. 

"Everybody ran with their children. The water moved faster than people," Dedud said. "It was crisis after crisis. This is worse than the drought," he said, referring a drought earlier this year that aid agencies had described as the worst Somalia has seen in a decade. 

Abdullah Musa, a father of five aged between 4-10 years old, said, "The water was coming into our houses. Everything was washed out." 

People could be seen wading through waist-high flood waters about a kilometer (a mile) away. Houses could be seen submerged to their corrugated iron roofs. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Year of the Dolphin 2007 Partners Dive into Conservation 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BONN, Germany, December 6, 2006 (ENS) - The Year of the Dolphin 2007, launched in Bonn on Monday, will be marked by an all-out effort to raise public awareness of threats to these marine mammals, such as entanglement in fishing nets and degradation of their habitats. 

The Year of the Dolphin is a joint initiative between the United Nations Convention on Migratory Species, its regional dolphin conservation agreements, the British nonprofit Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society, and TUI, one of Germany’s top tour operators. 

The partners will publish dolphin information in brochures and travel catalogues, in-flight magazines, and on a dedicated website, www.YoD2007.org. 

"We believe that our tourists and managers could contribute to an important cause while enjoying their holidays or doing their work," said TUI Director of Corporate Environmental Management Wolf-Michael Iwand. 

Multilingual dolphin manuals will be developed and distributed to young travellers and their families in TUI destinations and passed on to local schools. And a "dolphin diploma" will be created for children. 

Ali Ross, fisheries expert for the Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society, says threats to these small cetaceans are so severe that once common dolphins are no longer common. 

"The tragically mis-named common dolphin in the Mediterranean Sea is now officially endangered," she said, "driven to this state by a combination of factors of which bycatch is just one, but one that could and should be avoided." 

Striped dolphins and tuna found entangled in a driftnet floating off the Aegean Island of Samothrace, Greece, May 2005. (Photo by Fisheries Research Institute, National Agricultural Research Foundation, Greece courtesy Environmental Justice Foundation) 

Bycatch is the entanglement of dolphins in the nets of fishing vessels targeting commercial fish species. 

"Conservation policy must be based on precaution, with the aim of reducing bycatch as far as possible, if we are to prevent conservation disasters occurring," said Ross. 

It is estimated that world-wide over 300,000 whales, dolphins and porpoises drown in fishing nets each year. 

The biggest threat facing Europe’s dolphins is incidental entanglement and death in fishing nets. Thousands of dolphins and porpoises around the UK continue to die in nets every year. 

Several UN agencies are involved in the Year of the Dolphin project. The United Nations Environment Programme, UNEP, is working with TUI on the public awareness campaign. 

The UN Convention on Migratory Species, known as the Bonn Convention, which focuses on wild animals crossing national boundaries, declared 2007 the Year of the Dolphin, and invited corporations and other international organizations to help spread the message on the urgent need to protect dolphins. 

The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, UNESCO, selected the Year of the Dolphin campaign to be part of the activities of the UN Decade for Education on Sustainable Development. The campaign is also a tangible contribution towards meeting targets to reduce the loss of wildlife by 2010, which governments have agreed to do through the UN. 

Nicolas Entrup of WDCS, Robert Hepworth of the Convention on Migratory Species, and Dr. Iwand of TUI Group were all present at the launch of Year of the Dolphin 2007 at the UN Campus in Bonn. 

"The United Nations often lacks sufficient resources to undertake global public awareness projects, thus the need to join forces with others," said Hepworth, executive secretary of the Bonn Convention. 

"We are very pleased to welcome TUI as our corporate partner of this campaign and rely on their established communication network to spread our message," Hepworth said. 

Based in Berlin and Hanover, TUI Group has 3,300 of its own travel agencies in 18 European countries and operates package tours, airlines, hotels, resorts, cruise lines and container shipping. 

At the launch event, TUI's Dr. Iwand said he views the partnership on dolphin conservation as beneficial for business. "This alliance with the Convention on Migratory Species is a smart way to conjugate business needs with outreach and communications on important environmental and social issues," he said. 

TUI has offered to help organize a meeting in the Canary Islands in late 2007 to develop an international agreement for the conservation of small cetaceans in West Africa, by providing logistics and assistance to developing country participants. 

The international launch of the Year of the Dolphin campaign took place in Monaco on September 17 with Prince Albert II of Monaco as Patron. 

"The Year of the Dolphin gives me the opportunity to renew my firm commitment towards protecting marine biodiversity," said the Prince, who placed a dolphin sculpture in a marine reserve in Monaco's coastal waters. "With this strong initiative we can make a difference to save these fascinating marine mammals from the brink of extinction."

http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/dec2006/2006-12-06-01.asp 

YES BANK partners UNEP-FI  

Moneycontrol.com (press release), India, 6 December 2006

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) today announced the launch of their India initiative.  The Programme was launched by holding a workshop for Indian Financial Institutions and banks on “Mainstreaming Sustainability in Indian Financial Institutions.”  The workshop also coincided with a high profile CEO Luncheon hosted by YES BANK. ABN AMRO was the Presenting Sponsor and YES BANK the Knowledge Partner for the workshop.

The United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) is a unique global partnership between the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the private financial sector. UNEP FI works closely with over 160 financial institutions who are signatories to the UNEP FI Statements, and a range of partner organizations to develop and promote linkages between the environment, sustainability and financial performance.  Through regional activities, a comprehensive work programme, training programmes and research, UNEP FI carries out its mission to identify, promote, and realise the adoption of best environmental and sustainability practice at all levels of financial institutions operations.

As Knowledge Partners, YES BANK will play an important and proactive role in sustainable development and that sustainability services will increasingly become a critical component of the banking portfolio of services.

The partnership is aimed to support and expand the Bank’s Responsible Banking practice which combines the Triple Bottom Line approach of combining sustainability with commercial returns. YES BANK is the first Indian Bank to become a Signatory with UNEP FI. 

Mr. Rana Kapoor, Founder / Managing Director and CEO, YES BANK, said “This joint effort aims to promote the concept of corporate sustainability and Sustainable Banking that is critically important given the new market realities that are impacting business. Our objective is to see sustainability as an opportunity for social and economic value generation.” 

 “We are proud to be linked with UNEP FI and commit ourselves to identify, promote and realize the adoption of best sustainable practices at all levels of organizational operations,” added Mr. Kapoor.

 ABN AMRO Bank N.V. is a market leader in sustainable development with over ten years of commitment to ensuring that our core business encompasses not just financial, but also environmental, social and ethical concerns. The bank was one of the key co-authors of the Equator Principles that are now used by 43 financial institutions across the globe for project financing. As Mr. Romesh Sobti, Executive Vice President & Country Executive, India - ABN AMRO Bank N.V. articulates, “Sustainability is part of our value proposition and looks beyond profits, reflecting our determination to help build a more sustainable future. Our sustainability initiatives in India include providing responsible financial services and products, working with local communities and enhancing employee engagement.”

 UNEP FI's latest publication “Sustainability Management and Reporting: Benefits for Financial Institutions in Developing and Emerging Economies” was also released. The report was authored by a group chaired by a multidisciplinary group drawn from International banks.  

Announcing the significant development, Mr. Paul Clements-Hunt, Head, UNEP FI said "UNEP welcomes this important initiative amongst the Indian banking community. It comes at a time when there is great dynamism worldwide in the complex area of sustainable finance. The growing engagement by institutions in UNEP FI, the USD 6 Trillion now backing the UN Principles for Responsible Investment and the success of the Equator Principles for project finance confirm the critical recognition of financial services and their pivotal role in driving sustainable development. YES BANK and the other institutions working with UNEP should be congratulated for their leadership in the area and we hope many other institutions in India join UNEP FI activities," commented Paul Clements-Hunt, Head of UNEP Finance Initiative. 

Mr. Clements-Hunt continued: " The launch of the UNEP FI Sustainability Management and Reporting publication at the Indian event provides superb guidance for those banks in India and the region that wish to either commence on or further advance their sustainability commitments and build sustainable finance into the heart of their institutions policy-making and core business operations." 

 Rob Tacon, Head, Risk Reporting, Standard Chartered Bank, said, "I am very proud to have chaired the group that developed the Sustainability Management and Reporting document that was launched today. The document has been designed to provide practical advice and guidance to the Finance community who wish to embark on the very exciting sustainability journey. By drawing on the experiences of Financial Institutions in the emerging economies, this becomes a living document that aims to help set the case for adopting Sustainability Management and Reporting."

 This partnership with a highly significant and successful organisation will work towards strengthening to develop profitable, sustainable mechanisms for integration into financial business models. It will also foster private sector investment in sustainable industries and technologies and exemplify the Bank’s commitment to walking the sustainability talk.

Mr. Kapoor added, “YES BANK, at an early stage in its evolution has adopted sustainability as one of the cornerstones of its business strategy. Inculcated through the organisation’s ‘Responsible Banking’ philosophy, the Bank’s sustainability approach is a well-defined, comprehensive strategy that is embedded across all business units.” 

http://news.moneycontrol.com/india/news/pressmarket/unepficeoluncheon/yesbankpartnersunepfi/14/21/article/254859 

Tanzania to host UNEP seminar in Arusha 

People’s Daily Online, 6 December 2006

-------------------------------------------------------------------

The United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) ninth International High-Level Seminar on Sustainable Consumption and Production will be held in Tanzania in mid-December, according to a local government official. 

The UNEP seminar is slated for Dec. 10-12 in Arusha of northern Tanzania, said Sazi Salula, deputy permanent secretary in the Tanzanian vice-president's office. 

It will be the first time for this seminar to be held in Africa since its inception almost 20 years ago. 

Senior decision-makers from 31 countries are expected to participate in the three-day seminar that will focus on how development projects in developing countries are assisting in the eradication of poverty while promoting environmental protection. 

The seminar will be jointly sponsored by the UNEP, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization and the Tanzanian government. Source: Xinhua 

http://english.people.com.cn/200612/06/eng20061206_329178.html 

UN fails in bid to ban ocean trawling

Malaya, 7 December 2006

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

United Nations negotiators failed to agree last week on a measure banning a fishing practice known as high-seas bottom trawling that environmentalists say chews up the ocean floor and depletes fish stocks.

Days of negotiations in a Ge-neral Assembly committee on the world body’s annual resolution on ocean fisheries ended in the early morning hours of Thursday with no deal on a bottom trawling ban in the face of strong opposition from a handful of fishing nations led by Iceland, conservation groups said.

The resolution is due to be taken up by the 192-nation General Assembly on December 7, minus strong language regulating bottom trawling.

But routine approval is expected as the membership of the assembly’s legal committee, where the negotiations took place, is identical to the full assembly’s.

"The international community should be outraged that Iceland could almost single-handedly sink deep-sea protection and the food security of future generations," said Karen Sack of Greenpeace International.

General Assembly resolutions, while not legally binding, carry great weight with governments as they reflect the will of the international community.

A bottom trawl is a cone-shaped net that is towed by one or two boats across the sea floor, as much as 4,600 feet (1,400 meters) below the surface, its pointed end retaining all the fish that are scooped up.

It can cause damage to extremely slow growing ecosystems, particularly coral reefs, and also depletes other marine life that is captured by the nets.

http://www.malaya.com.ph/dec07/envi4.htm 

General Environment News

Another big Sumatra tsunami 'likely within decades'

Bangkok Post, Los Angeles (Agencies), 7 December 2006

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

How much time after the earthquake will they have before the tsunami strikes? How big will the waves be? How far inland should they be prepared to run? What areas are likely to suffer tsunami damage? This paper is our first attempt to answer these important questions. 

Researchers have warned that another large-scale tsunami could flood densely populated areas of western coastal Sumatra, Indonesia, in the next couple of decades.

Using samples of coral from the Mentawai islands, the researchers from Caltech University, University of Southern California - and Indonesia conducted computer simulations of the 1797 and 1833 tsunamis, allowing them to evaluate worst-case scenarios for future tsunamis.

The computer modelling determined that two river valleys near Bengkulu, a coastal city of about 350,000 people, could experience flooding up to several kilometres inland.

The computer models 'confirm a substantial exposure of coastal Sumatran communities to tsunami surges,' said lead author Jose Borrero, a scientist at USC's Tsunami Research Center.

In December 2004, a 9.0 quake off the coast of northwest Sumatra triggered a tsunami that hit many countries in the Indian Ocean area and left more than 220,000 people dead.

The study found that the same fault that caused the 2004 tsunami extends farther southeast beneath the Indian Ocean, just off the southwestern coast of Sumatra.

The fault produced large earthquakes and tsunamis in 1797 and 1833, and researchers said the events appear to recur every 230 years on an average.

The study found that offshore islands could offer some protection to the larger city of Padang, but during the 1797 tsunami, the waves reportedly carried a 200-tonne ship and other vessels into the town.

"The population of Padang in 1797 and 1833 was a few thousand," Caltech geology professor Kerry Sieh said. 'Now it is about 800,000, and most of it is within a few meters of sea level.'

"We hope that these initial results will help focus educational efforts, emergency preparedness activities and changes in the basic infrastructure of cities and towns along the Sumatran coast," he said.

"When we tell people living along this 700-km section of the Sumatran coast that they will likely experience a big tsunami within the next 30 years, they ask for details," Sieh said.

"How much time after the earthquake will they have before the tsunami strikes? How big will the waves be? How far inland should they be prepared to run? What areas are likely to suffer tsunami damage? This paper is our first attempt to answer these important questions," he said.

The study was published in Monday's edition of the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

http://www.bangkokpost.com/topstories.php?id=114815 

India Will Suffer Most Due to Climate Change - Stern 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

INDIA: December 7, 2006 - NEW DELHI - India is likely to suffer more than most countries as a result of climate change, with poor agricultural output, more natural disasters and increased deaths due to higher occurance of diseases, the author of an acclaimed report on global warning said on Wednesday. 

Former World Bank chief economist Nicholas Stern's report on the economic impact of climate change said unchecked greenhouse gas emissions would see global temperatures rise by 2-3 degrees centrigrade in the next 50 years. 

Speaking to Indian businessmen, Stern said the annual June-September monsoon rains, which India is heavily dependent on for its crop production, would impact the economy. 

"There could be more variable starting dates (for the monsoon). There could be periods of much greater intensity and there could be quite extended periods of no rain. But it is likely to be disrupted," he said. 

"It's clear India will suffer like the rest of the world, perhaps more that the rest of the world." 

Experts estimate a temperature rise of between 2 and 3.5 degrees centigrade, would cost India a loss of between nine and 25 percent of total agricultural revenue. Agriculture makes up around 22 percent of India's gross domestic product. 

Stern said temperature rises would also mean vector-borne diseases like malaria and dengue fever spreading to higher altitude regions known for being free of mosquitoes. 

As a result, there was a likelihood of more deaths that would result in lower productivity, he said. 

The head of Britain's Economic Service said the melting of Himalayan glaciers would mean neighbouring Bangladesh could experience serious floods as a result of rising sea levels, sparking mass migration across the border into India. 

He said the flow of water from the glaciers would be curtailed during India's dry season and would have "serious consequences". 

Experts say melting glaciers will affect one-sixth of the world's population residing mainly in the Indian subcontinent. India's Ganga river receives 70 percent of its summer water flow from the Himalayan glaciers and sustains over 500 million people. 

Stern said India was making progress in adapting to the challenges faced in curbing emissions and investing in clean development mechanisms. But climate change was an inequitable process in which rich nations had to take the burden of responsibility, he said. 

"This is a doubly inequitable process as it's the rich countries who are responsible for 75 percent of the greenhouse gases that are up there and it's the poor countries that will be hit earliest and hardest," he said. 

"All countries must be involved, but equity demands that the rich countries bear the big majority of the cost." 

Story by Nita Bhalla  

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/39369/story.htm
Crucial marine food chain link withers 

Leading The Charge, Australia , 2006/12 

------------------------------------------------------

By SETH BORENSTEIN, AP Science

WASHINGTON - The critical base of the ocean food web is shrinking as the world‘s seas warm, new NASA satellite data show. The discovery has scientists worried about how much food will grow in the future for the world‘s marine life. 

Phytoplankton are the microscopic plant life that zooplankton and other marine animals eat, essentially the grain crop of the world‘s oceans. 

This is yet another recent scientific study with real-time data showing the much predicted harmful effects of global warming are not just coming, but in some cases are already here and can be tallied scientifically, researchers said. 

As water temperatures increased from 1999 to 2004, the crop of phytoplankton dropped significantly, about 200 million tons a year. On average about 50 billion tons of phytoplankton are produced yearly, Behrenfeld said. 

However, the satellite first started taking measurements in 1997 when water temperatures were at their warmest due to El Nino. That‘s the regular cyclical warming of part of the Pacific Ocean that affects climate worldwide. 

"The results are showing this very tight coupling between production and climate," Behrenfeld said. 

Behrenfeld said the link between the El Nino changes and phytoplankton production is clear. For years scientists warning about climate change have said warmer waters will reduce phytoplankton production and this shows it‘s happening, he said. 

"It‘s something you certainly can‘t ignore, because its potential is quite significant," said James Yoder of the Woods Hole Institute. "But there are some caveats because of the shortness of the record." 

This is at least the third significant peer-reviewed research paper in the past six months showing that long-anticipated global warming biological side effects are already happening. 

"What you‘re looking at is almost an avalanche of each individual effect," said Stanford University biological sciences professor Stephen Schneider. "As it gets warmer and as we measure more things, the evidence accumulates." 

http://www.leadingthecharge.com/ViewArticle.aspx?id=32428&source=2 

Clinton urges end to HIV/AIDS stigma in Vietnam 

Thanh Nien News, 7 December 2006

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Former US President Bill Clinton urged young Vietnamese on Wednesday to talk more about HIV and AIDS to reduce fear and ignorance of the disease and discourage discrimination.  

"The more you talk about it and the more people see flesh and blood human beings who are HIV positive who are good people and not frightening," Clinton said during a one-day visit with his New York-based Clinton Foundation for HIV/AIDS.

Vietnam, which has an estimated 280,000 HIV infections out of a population of 84 million people, is fighting to stop the spread of the epidemic to the general population from high-risk groups such as injecting drug users and prostitutes.

The Southeast Asian country's epidemic is less serious than neighboring Cambodia and Thailand, but health authorities say the number of cases is rising rapidly at 100 new infections per day.

Clinton made his remarks during a panel discussion entitled "Fighting HIV/AIDS, Empowering Youth in Vietnam."

Earlier he signed an agreement with the government for his group to provide AIDS drugs to more Vietnamese women and children.

The foundation opened its Vietnam office in July and this was Clinton's second visit to the country, part of a week-long Asian tour on Tsunami recovery and HIV/AIDS.

In 2000 when he was still in the White House, Clinton became the first US President to visit former war enemy Vietnam, five years after the normalization of relations.

Last month, Clinton's successor President George W. Bush made a state visit.

Vietnam, international health groups and donors have worked in recent years to fight stigma and discrimination that leads to HIV positive people being denied employment or schooling.

A new law comes into effect in January that includes anti-discrimination language.

The Clinton Foundation says that since its inception three years ago, it has helped bring care and treatment to 500,000 people living with HIV and AIDS around the world.

http://www.thanhniennews.com/healthy/?catid=8&newsid=22951 

Environment planning subservient to economic growth: scientist

ABC News Online, 7 December 2006

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The former leader of CSIRO's resources futures program says Australia has lost the plot on environmental issues.

Scientist Barney Foran says the State of the Environment report released yesterday shows a continuing decline of awareness and concern about the environment.

He says it also shows Australia's concentration on economic issues overshadows concerns about the impact of economic growth and the population increase that underpins it. 

"When you look at all the bits in the report, there's no doubt that in just about every theme of the report, that's six out of eight, I have the overwhelming view that we are consuming our children's and our grandchildren's future," he said.

Mr Foran, who is a visiting fellow at the Australian National University (ANU) Resource and Environmental Studies Centre, says planning for the environmental future is subservient to economic growth.

"A wonderful graph hidden in the bowels of the report in the human settlements part shows a constant decline in environmental awareness or concern about the environment," he said.

"That goes down at a rapid rate of knots as our per capita GDP and our household debt goes up at a great rate of knots."

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200612/s1806071.htm 
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====================================================================SECURITY COUNCIL APPROVES AFRICAN PROTECTION FORCE IN SOMALIA

The Security Council today authorized the establishment of an African

protection and training mission in Somalia to help defend the troubled

country’s Transitional Federal Institutions (TFIs).

The new force, which will be set up by the African Union (AU) and the

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), an east African group,

has an initial mandate of six months, according to a resolution adopted

unanimously by the Council.

The Council said it was acting under Chapter VII of the UN Charter in

authorizing the peacekeeping mission.

No countries bordering Somalia will be able to deploy troops in the force,

which is to be known as IGASOM and is being created amid mounting

international concern at the lack of progress in peace talks between the

TFIs and the Union of Islamic Courts, which controls the capital, Mogadishu.

The mission is charged with: protecting members of the TFIs, including the

Government; training those institutions’ security forces to provide their

own security and help re-establish national security forces; maintaining

security in Baidoa, where the TFIs are based; monitoring progress on

dialogue between the TFIs and the Islamic Courts; and ensuring the free

movement and safety of all those involved in the dialogue process.

Under the resolution, the arms embargo on Somalia has been partially lifted

to allow the supply of “weapons and military equipment and technical

training and assistance intended solely for” the new force.

Council members also stressed that they consider the TFIs and the

Transitional Federal Charter to “offer the only route to achieve peace and

stability in Somalia,” which has not had a functioning national government

since the regime of Muhammad Siad Barre was toppled in 1991.

The resolution urged both sides to resume peace talks immediately, and

warned that the Council would take action against anyone who tries to block

peaceful dialogue or overthrow the TFIs by force.

Last week Council members adopted a resolution condemning the recent spike

in Somalia’s weapons trade and extending the mandate by six months of a

group of experts charged with monitoring the flow of arms.

* * *

ANNAN, SECURITY COUNCIL URGE CONGOLESE TO WORK TOGETHER AND WELCOME NEW PRESIDENT

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today stressed the need for all

Congolese to work together as he congratulated Joseph Kabila on his

inauguration as President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)

following the recent elections, the first democratic polls in the

strife-torn country in more than 40 years.

The Security Council also welcomed Mr. Kabila’s inauguration, as well as

urging all political parties to work together and highlighting losing

candidate Vice-President Jean-Pierre Bemba’s commitment last month to

continue to be involved in politics “within the framework of the institutions.”

Mr. Annan also told the country’s leaders that their people expect them to

make a clean break with the past, which includes a brutal six-year civil

war that cost 4 million lives through fighting and attendant hunger and

disease. Factional clashes have remained a problem since the end of the

war, especially in the east.

“The Congolese people have understandably high expectations. They are

looking to their leaders and elected officials to deliver a peace dividend,

and to make a clear break with the past. They want to live in a new Congo:

a State in which they have access to basic services,” Mr. Annan said in a

statement read out by Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations

Jean-Marie Guéhenno at the ceremony in Kinshasa.

“To achieve these goals, I encourage the Government to work closely with

the Congolese people and civil society throughout the country to stimulate

economic growth,” he said. Stressing the importance of reconciliation, he

urged the Congolese people “to work together to resolve their differences

peacefully, through legitimate channels, and thereby avoid renewed upheaval

that could keep the country from pursuing the new path it has chosen.”

Mr. Annan also renewed the UN’s pledge to continue assisting the DRC

following the two rounds of elections, which were the largest and most

complex polls that the world body has ever helped organize and were aimed

at cementing the country’s transition to stability.

After meeting in closed consultations in New York to discuss the DRC, this

month’s Security Council president, Ambassador Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser

of Qatar, read out a presidential statement in which the 15-member body

also expressed concern over recent hostilities in the east of the country,

as well as calling on all donors to continue assistance.

“The Security Council welcomes Mr. Jean-Pierre Bemba’s commitment, in his

statement on 28 November 2006, to continue to participate actively in

Congolese politics within the framework of the institutions of the

Republic,” Mr. Al-Nasser said.

“[It] …reiterates the need for all political parties to act responsibly

after the elections within the framework of democratic institutions and the

rule of law… The Security Council expresses its serious concern at the

recent hostilities launched by non-integrated army units… in the North Kivu

province… It calls on these units to cease their hostilities.”

In the past few weeks, fighting and tension have increased with supporters

of Mr. Bemba taking to the streets to protest the results of the 29 October

run-off election. Mr. Annan has called on both sets of supporters to accept

the election results and last month peacekeepers from the UN mission in the

DRC (MONUC) shot into the air to disperse a violent demonstration by Mr.

Bemba’s men in Kinshasa.

MONUC currently has over 18,000 uniformed personnel in the DRC to help the country.

* * *

UN ASSEMBLY TAKES STEPS TOWARDS NEW TREATY REGULATING GLOBAL CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRADE

The United Nations General Assembly today adopted a resolution effectively

kicking off a diplomatic process aimed at promulgating a new international

treaty on the global trade in conventional arms – a move immediately hailed

by Secretary-General Kofi Annan – as it acted on a series of resolutions

adopted at the recommendation of its Disarmament and International Security

(First) Committee.

“The Secretary-General welcomes today’s adoption by the General Assembly of

a resolution launching a process that could lead to a treaty regulating

international trade in conventional weapons,” his spokesman said in a

statement released in New York.

“While there are still many steps to be taken to forge a consensus to this

end, the resolution represents the first formal step towards developing

common international standards for the import, export and transfer of

conventional weapons,” the spokesman said, pointing out that “unregulated

trade in these weapons currently contributes to conflict, crime and

terrorism, and undermines international efforts for peace and development.”

The resolution, “Towards an arms trade treaty: establishing common

international standards for the import, export and transfer of conventional

arms,” was adopted by a recorded vote, with the United States alone in

opposing the text which was supported by 153 countries. An additional two

dozen countries abstained.

Under its terms, the Secretary-General was requested to seek the views of

Member States “on the feasibility, scope and draft parameters for a

comprehensive, legally binding instrument establishing common international

standards for the import, export and transfer of conventional arms” and to

report on this at its next session.

He was also asked to establish a group of governmental experts to start

examining in 2008 the feasibility, scope and draft parameters for such a

treaty. This will be considered by the Assembly’s sixty-third session,

which opens in September 2008.

The resolution was one of 52 submitted by the First Committee to the

Assembly for action today. The Committee’s measures are traditionally among

the most contentious submitted each year, and 2006 was no exception, with

dozens of votes expected to be cast before day’s end on texts covering such

subjects as the prevention of an arms race in outer space, multilateralism

in the area of disarmament and non-proliferation, the illicit trade in

small arms and light weapons, the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of

Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones.

* * *

AMID MOUNTING CONCERN IN NORTH DARFUR, UN TEMPORARILY RELOCATES

NON-ESSENTIAL STAFF

The United Nations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have

temporarily relocated their non-essential staff from the North Darfur

provincial capital of El Fasher amid heightened security concerns because

of recent clashes between militia groups and other armed movements.

In a news update from Khartoum, the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) reported

that a total of 134 staff (comprising 82 from the UN and 42 from NGOs) were

relocated last night to the Sudanese capital.

About 200 UN staff and many NGO workers have stayed behind in El Fasher to

ensure that humanitarian operations in the area can continue, and the UN

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said there

should no be significant impact on the delivery of relief and assistance.

UNMIS stated that at least eight people were killed on Monday in clashes

between an Arab militia and a section of the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA)

linked to the leader Minni Minawi. The clashes took place after the militia

invaded El Fasher’s cattle market, opening fire and harassing locals.

Citing information from the African Union (AU), which conducts the peace

operation in Darfur known as AMIS, the Mission said the security situation

inside El Fasher remains extremely tense, with gunshots heard yesterday,

most shops closed, and few people out on the streets. There are also

reports circulating of a possible attack on the town by a coalition of rebel forces.

The clashes in and around El Fasher follow a reported series of attacks by

Government forces and an allied militia on a North Darfur village on Friday

and Saturday that culminated in the burning of the homes and the looting of

the residents’ livestock.

More than 200,000 people are estimated to have been killed and another 2

million forced to flee their homes because of fighting across Darfur, a

vast and impoverished region on Sudan’s western flank, since 2003.

* * *

SERB POLITICIAN ON HUNGER STRIKE ‘HOLDS THE KEY TO HIS HEALTH,’ SAYS UN WAR CRIMES TRIBUNAL

The Serbian politician who continues to refuse food as he awaits trial

before the United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia

“holds the key to his health and life,” the tribunal warned today.

A spokesperson for the International Criminal Tribunal for the former

Yugoslavia (ICTY) said Vojislav Šešelj – who faces charges over his role in

an ethnic cleansing campaign during the Balkan wars of the 1990s – has

legal avenues open to pursue any of his requests or complaints about the Tribunal.

“It is Mr. Šešelj’s decision to take this action, it is Mr. Šešelj’s

decision to refuse food and medicines [and] it is Mr. Šešelj who actually

holds the key to his health and life – it is not the Tribunal,” Refik

Hodžic told journalists at the ICTY’s weekly press briefing in The Hague.

Mr. Hodžic said that “the only way for him to address the issue of

self-representation is through the courtroom, through him taking part in

the court process,” noting that the 52-year-old accused began his hunger

strike while he was representing himself.

Although he continues to drink water, Mr. Šešelj has declined food and

medicine since 11 November. A trio of doctors who examined him yesterday

expressed grave concern at the state of his health but added they were

satisfied with the conditions provided in the Dutch prison hospital where

Mr. Šešelj has been monitored since last Wednesday.

Asked by journalists about what the Tribunal would do if Mr. Šešelj’s

health deteriorates, Mr. Hodžic said “a prompt medical intervention” will

take place based upon a decision of the medical officer and the doctors in

the prison hospital.

Last week, ICTY judges assigned defence counsel to the accused, saying he

had persistently obstructed the proper conduct of the trial since resuming

self-representation in late October.

“But he has also made other less publicized demands, such as that the

Tribunal approach a foreign State in order to unfreeze assets he holds in

overseas bank accounts,” the statement noted.

The president of the Serbian Radical Party, Mr. Šešelj faces charges of

crimes against humanity and others relating to the persecutions of Croat,

Muslim and other non-Serb people and their expulsions from area of Croatia,

Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the Vojvodina region of Serbia, between August

1991 and September 1993.

Prosecutors allege Mr. Šešelj participated in a joint criminal enterprise

with former Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic, among others, that led

to the extermination and expulsion of non-Serb people.

* * *

WELCOMING GAZA CEASEFIRE, SECURITY COUNCIL URGES END TO ALL TERRORISM AND VIOLENCE

Welcoming the recent ceasefire in Gaza, members of the United Nations

Security Council today called for an end to all aspects of violence and

terrorism throughout the region, the President of the 15-member body said.

In a statement to the press, Ambassador Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser of Qatar

welcomed steps taken by both sides to maintain the mutual ceasefire in Gaza

agreed upon by Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian Authority

President Mahmoud Abbas.

Council members “expressed their hope that it would lead to a sustained

period of calm,” he said, calling on both sides to avoid any actions which

could jeopardize further progress.

The members also “repeated their call for an end to all aspects of

terrorism and violence as set out in previous statements and resolutions,”

Ambassador Al-Nasser said.

The ceasefire was announced on 25 November. Reacting to the news two days

later, Secretary-General Kofi Annan called on both sides “to adhere

strictly to their commitment, and avoid hasty action which could jeopardize

progress towards a sustained period of calm,” adding that he hoped Israel

and the Palestinians would extend the ceasefire to the West Bank as well.

* * *

NEW CHAIRMAN OF UN DISARMAMENT COMMISSION PREDICTS CHALLENGES AMID STALEMATE

Citing a stalemate in international efforts to dismantle arsenals and stop

the spread of arms, the newly elected Chairman of the United Nations

Disarmament Commission predicted a challenging session ahead.

Addressing a brief organizational session of the Commission, which will

meet from 9 to 27 April, Elbio Rosselli of Uruguay noted that the

Geneva-based Conference on Disarmament has been unable to adopt a programme

to make it possible to renew substantive negotiations, and the recent

Review Conference on the small arms action plan had also failed to achieve solid results.

Ten years ago, the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) opened for

signature, but it had yet to enter into force, he noted, because not enough

designated countries have ratified it. In addition, no significant progress

had been made on practical steps towards nuclear disarmament agreed at the

2000 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference.

But he said he looked forward to chairing the Commission and pledged to

work closely with the heads of its two working groups. The first, dealing

with nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation, is chaired by

Jean-Francis Regis Zinsou of Benin. The second, on confidence-building in

the conventional weapons sphere, is chaired by Carlos Duarte of Brazil.

* * *

UN LABOUR AGENCY WELCOMES EUROPEAN UNION DECISION TO PROMOTE DECENT WORK FOR ALL

Despite recent years of global growth, the world is not generating enough

decent jobs to keep pace with a 40 million annual increase in the labour

market, a senior official from the United Nations labour agency has warned,

as he welcomed a European Union (EU) initiative promoting employment.

The UN International Labour Organization (ILO) said the recent decision by

the European Council of Ministers to adopt a set of conclusions promoting

decent work in the EU and worldwide was the latest move strengthening links

between the ILO’s Decent Work Agenda and the regional body.

“Europe is showing leadership on a crucial issue at a crucial time. That

leadership – and a stronger partnership between the EU and the ILO – is

critical to making decent work a global reality,” said Friedrich Buttler,

ILO Regional Director for Europe and Central Asia at a conference on

“Promoting Decent Work in the World: the Contribution of the EU” organized

by the European Commission in Brussels from 4-5 December.

“The harsh reality is that despite five years of relatively strong economic

performance, the world is not generating enough decent jobs to keep pace

with a 40 million annual increase in the global labour force or

substantially reduce unemployment and working poverty,” he said.

“This is a tragic waste of human lives and has many troubling implications

for our societies,” Mr. Buttler said, noting that unemployment in Europe

was “disturbingly high” at 17 million – especially among youth under the

age of 25 – while half the world’s workers were unable to rise above the $2

per person, per day poverty line.

The European Council Conclusions on Decent Work for All, which was adopted

last Friday, will involve the EU as part of a global strategy on decent

work for all, the ILO said. In 2005, the UN World Summit gave strong

support to the goal of full and productive employment and decent work for

all as part of global efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals –

a set of time-bound targets to slash poverty and other social ills.

* * *

BRITISH PROFESSOR JOINS UN FACT-FINDING MISSION ON ISRAELI KILLING OF

PALESTINIAN CIVILIANS

The United Nations Human Rights Council announced today that it has

appointed a second member of its high-level fact-finding mission to Beit

Hanoun in the northern Gaza Strip, where an Israeli military attack last

month killed 19 Palestinian civilians.

The legal professor Christine Chinkin of the United Kingdom will join Nobel

Peace Prize laureate and former Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town Desmond

Tutu on the mission, which is scheduled to head to the region this weekend.

The mission’s tasks include: assessing the situation of victims: dealing

with the needs of survivors; and developing recommendations on how to

protect Palestinian civilians against further Israeli attacks. A report to

the Council is due by the middle of this month.

A professor of international law at the London School of Economics and a

faculty member of the University of Michigan Law School, Ms. Chinkin has

spent much of her career focusing on the law of treaties and human rights,

especially the protection of women’s rights and international dispute

resolution. She has also served as a consultant on human trafficking to the

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).

The Council established the fact-finding mission in a resolution adopted

during a special session on 15 November that described Israeli military

attacks as “a collective punishment of the civilians.”

At the time of the Beit Hanoun attack, which occurred on 8 November,

Secretary-General Kofi Annan voiced his shock and took note of Israel’s

announcement of a full investigation into the incident, saying he looked

forward to its early results.

* * *

FIJI MUST ABIDE BY GLOBAL OBLIGATIONS ON RIGHTS, FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS: UN RIGHTS CHIEF

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour today

called on Fiji to guarantee fundamental freedoms for its people, and also

abide by international obligations covering civil, political and other

rights, as she expressed concern following the recent coup.

“The forcible and unconstitutional replacement of Fiji’s freely-elected

Government raises serious concerns regarding the country’s ability to

guarantee human rights,” Ms. Arbour said in a statement, which also echoed

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s call yesterday for the immediate

reinstatement of the country’s legitimate authority.

She pointed out that the country's 1997 Constitution protects human rights

and fundamental freedoms, including through the work of the Fiji Human

Rights Commission. “Fiji must also abide by the obligations it has

undertaken under a number of international treaties covering a broad range

of civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights,” she said.

Last week Mr. Annan warned that Fiji’s international standing, especially

as a contributor to UN peacekeeping missions, could be jeopardized by the

current political crisis.

* * *

NOTORIOUS PASTOR CONVICTED BY UN TRIBUNAL OVER RWANDAN GENOCIDE COMPLETES JAIL TERM

An elderly former pastor today became the first person convicted and jailed

by the United Nations war crimes tribunal for the Rwandan genocide to be

released after serving his sentence.

Elizaphan Ntakirutimana, 81, a former senior pastor of the Seventh-Day

Adventist Church, was sentenced by the International Criminal Tribunal for

Rwanda (ICTR) in February 2003 to 10 years’ imprisonment after being

convicted of aiding and abetting the 1994 genocide in the central African

country. He was also convicted of aiding and abetting extermination.

Mr. Ntakirutimana was given credit for the time spent in detention before

his trial. He was arrested in the United States in September 1996, later

released and re-arrested, before being transferred to the ICTR detention

centre in Arusha, Tanzania, in March 2000.

At his trial, prosecutors told the ICTR how Mr. Ntakuritimana personally

drove armed Hutu attackers to various places where Tutsis had taken refuge

and also went to a church in the Bisesero area of western Rwanda in which

he was pastor and ordered the removal of its roof so that Tutsis could no

longer use it as a shelter.

Several witnesses testified that they believed Mr. Ntakuritimana would use

his influence to protect them from attacks, and in April 1994 seven Tutsi

pastors wrote a letter to him pleading for his intervention.

“We wish to inform you that we have heard that tomorrow we will be killed

with our families,” the letter stated. But in his reply the pastor wrote

“there is nothing I can do for you. All you can do is prepare to die, for your time has come.”

His son, Gérard, a medical doctor, was sentenced by the Tribunal to 25

years’ jail for related war crimes.

Some 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus were murdered, mostly by machete,

across Rwanda in just 100 days starting in April 1994. The Security Council

set up the ICTR in November that year to prosecute people responsible for

genocide and other serious violations of international humanitarian law.

* * *

AIR TRAVEL TO BE MADE EVEN SAFER UNDER UN-BACKED ROADMAP OF BEST PRACTICES

Air travel, already billed as the safest form of transportation, will be

made even safer under the first-ever government-industry joint programme,

supported by the United Nations aviation agency, for a unified approach to

reducing accident rates, particularly in developing countries.

“Analysis of recent accidents in regions with poorer safety records show

that nearly all were caused by previously well-understood factors with

equally well-understood mitigating actions,” the Global Aviation Safety

Roadmap says in its introduction.

It seeks to establish one level of aviation safety worldwide by setting

forth a whole series of “best practices” for meeting goals in 12 main focus

areas, including implementation of international standards, regulatory

oversight, incident and accident investigation, safety management systems

and sufficient qualified personnel.

For instance, it cites two reasons typically underlying inconsistent

implementation of international standards – lack of capability and lack of

will. The former can be addressed by international aid, while the latter

may require enforcement such as preventing operators in non-conforming

States from flying internationally or those in conforming States from

operating in non-conforming States.

“With air travel already being the safest form of transportation, the

challenge to industry and regulatory agencies is to make an already safe

system safer,” the Roadmap says.

The initiative stems from a 2005 meeting between the UN International Civil

Aviation Organization (ICAO) Air Navigation Commission and industry

representatives where it was acknowledged that further enhancements to

aviation safety required better alignment of strategies and coordination of

efforts by all concerned.

Part 1 of the Roadmap covering the focus areas was delivered to ICAO in

December 2005 and subsequently endorsed by a Conference of Directors

General of Civil Aviation of ICAO Contracting States in March 2006. Part 2

covering implementation was presented to ICAO this week.

The Roadmap was produced by the Industry Safety Strategy Group composed of

the International Air Transport Association, Airbus, Boeing, Airports

Council International, the Civil Air Navigation Services Organisation, the

Flight Safety Foundation and the International Federation of Air Line Pilots Associations.

* * *

SOMALIA: UN LAUNCHES APPEAL FOR EXTRA $18 MILLION OF FLOOD RELIEF

The United Nations today launched an appeal for $18 million to help

hundreds of thousands of Somalis affected by the worst floods in the

impoverished Horn of Africa country’s recent history.

The Somalia Flood Response Plan needs $28.6 million in funds, but $10

million has already been provided through the Central Emergency Response

Fund (CERF), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

(OCHA) announced as it launched the appeal in Geneva.

Eric Laroche, the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia,

said “the humanitarian crisis affecting the Somali people, who are

exhausted by years of conflict and disaster, is now deepening.”

An estimated 350,000 people have been seriously affected by the floods,

with the Shabelle and Juba valley river basins in the south and central

parts of Somalia among the hardest hit. Some villages have been submerged

and others entirely isolated, while granaries have been destroyed and

irrigation systems blocked or damaged and thousands of hectares of farmland flooded.

OCHA warned that if persistent rains continue this month, up to 900,000

Somalis could be at risk in the worst-case scenario.

The floods are the latest in a long series of disasters in Somalia, which

has been plagued by civil war and has not had a functioning national

government since 1991. Last year it was hit by a devastating drought.

The funds raised in the OCHA appeal will be used to provide health care,

water and sanitation services, food, logistics, education and early recovery activities.

In north-eastern Kenya, which has also suffered in the floods, the UN World

Food Programme (WFP) continues its operation to deliver emergency supplies

by helicopter to towns that have been cut off by rising waters.

A four-ton delivery of supplies was sent to the town of Gurufa at the

weekend, while two other helicopters ferried aid from Nairobi to Wajid, a

town in southern Somalia.

WFP hopes to eventually provide aid to as many as 2.7 million Kenyans for

the next three months, as well as up to 160,000 mostly Somali refugees

living in Kenyan camps.

* * *

TIMOR-LESTE: ANNAN APPOINTS UN VETERAN FROM INDIA AS NEW SPECIAL

REPRESENTATIVE

Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appointed an Indian veteran of United

Nations operations in Timor-Leste as his new Special Representative for the

small South-East Asian nation, which was shaken earlier this year by

violence attributed to differences between eastern and western regions.

Atul Khare, who served with the UN Mission of Support in East Timor

(UNMISET) from June 2002 until its completion in May 2005, first as Chief

of Staff and later as Mr. Annan’s Deputy Special Representative, succeeds

Sukehiro Hasegawa of Japan, whose appointment expired on 30 September.

Prior to joining the UN, Mr. Khare was a member of the Indian Foreign

Service, where his postings included Deputy High Commissioner to Mauritius,

Counselor at India’s UN Mission and Chargé d’Affaires in Senegal, where he

was also accredited to Mali, Mauritania, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde.

At the Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi, he held the posts of Chef

de Cabinet of the Foreign Secretary and Director of the UN Division. Since

2005, Mr. Khare has served as Director of the Nehru Centre and Minister

(Culture) of the Indian High Commission in London.

Born in 1959, Mr. Khare holds a Bachelor of Medicine and a Bachelor of

Surgery (with Honours) from the All India Institute of Medical Sciences,

Master’s degrees in Business Administration and in Leadership from the

University of Southern Queensland, Australia, and an Advanced Diploma (with

Distinction) in French from the Indian Defence School of Languages.

The crisis in Timor-Leste, which the UN shepherded to independence in 2002

after it voted to break away from Indonesia in 1999, erupted after the

firing of 600 striking soldiers, a third of the armed forces, with the

ensuing violence claiming at least 37 lives and driving 155,000 people, 15

per cent of the total population, from their homes.

In August the Security Council created the expanded UN Integrated Mission

in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) to help restore order in the country and support

next year’s presidential and parliamentary elections. UNMIT currently has

just over 460 police officers on the ground, out of a total mandated

complement of 1,608.

It is also fielding military observers and is supported by 102

international civilians, 222 local civilian and 34 UN Volunteers.

* * *

OVER HALF KOSOVO’S MISSING ACCOUNTED FOR, MOSTLY THROUGH BODY

IDENTIFICATION –UN

Over half of the more than 5,200 people reported missing in Kosovo after

the 1998-99 conflict have been accounted for, mostly through identification

of their remains, but concerns for those still missing is one of the most

pressing issues in the ethnic Albanian-majority Serbian province, the

United Nations mission there said today.

“It is of the highest priority to find the missing persons and identify the

bodies,” UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) Director of

Justice Albert Moskowitz reported. The UN has run the province ever since

Western Forces drove out Yugoslav troops in 1999 amid atrocities committed in ethnic fighting.

“Up to date, there are around 530 individuals whose remains have not yet

been identified. To clarify the fate of the missing is a long and sensitive

process and it is of special importance for the families affected. It is

also essential to find the missing in order to help stabilize the region,” Mr. Moskowitz added.

A total of 5,206 people were reported missing after the conflict. By the

end of last month, 2,150 persons (Kosovo Albanians, Kosovo Serbs and other

ethnic minorities) where still listed missing, according to the

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

From 2002, the UN Office on Missing Persons and Forensics (OMPF) succeeded

in reducing the number by over 50 per cent. OMPF was created in 2002 as a

division in the UNMIK Department of Justice. Today, the office consists of

55 staff members who work to clarify the fate of the missing persons.

As of 1 December, 1,807 missing persons have been pronounced dead and have

had their remains returned to their families. In addition, about 100

missing persons have been identified, but the families have chosen not to

accept the bodies until other members of their families or communities are

found so that they can be buried together.

OMPF has developed a Memory Project to create a public record of the

experiences of the families of the missing. The first initiative used

theatre to explore the painful issues facing the families and was compiled

into the publication Voices. The second, an oral histories initiative,

video-records interviews with the families to build a historical archive.

* * *

ANNAN CALLS FOR NEW 6-MONTH EXTENSION OF FORCE MONITORING ISRAELI-SYRIAN CEASEFIRE

Warning that the situation in the Middle East is likely to remain tense

“unless and until a comprehensive settlement” can be reached,

Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called for another six-month extension of

the United Nations force that for the past 32 years has monitored the

ceasefire between Israel and Syria on the Golan Heights.

“Under the prevailing circumstances, I consider the continued presence of

UNDOF in the area to be essential,” Mr. Annan says in his latest report to

the Security Council on the UN Disengagement Observer Force, which was

established in May 1974 to supervise the disengagement accord between

Syrian and Israeli forces after the 1973 war.

His comments echo his previous recent reports. The proposed extension of

UNDOF, which consists of 1,025 troops from Austria, Canada, India, Japan,

Nepal, Poland and Slovakia, would run through 30 June.

Mr. Annan underscores a funding shortfall for the Force, with unpaid

assessments currently amounting to $30.2 million owed to the Member States

that contribute troops. “I appeal to all Member States to pay their

assessments promptly and in full and to clear all remaining arrears,” he writes.

He notes that during the past six months the ceasefire was maintained and

the area remained generally quiet except in the Shab’a Farms, where rockets

originating from Lebanon during Israel’s war with Hizbollah between 12 July

and 14 August hit close to UNDOF installations, destroying an unmanned UN watchtower.

Mines also continued to pose a threat to UNDOF personnel and local

inhabitants. Owing to the age of the mines and their deteriorating

explosives, this threat has increased and UNDOF continued to carry out

operational mine clearance.

* * *

AFGHANISTAN: UN STUDY PAINTS GENERALLY POSITIVE PICTURE OF REFUGEE RETURNS

A majority of the 4.7 million Afghan refugees who have returned home since

the ouster of the hard-line Taliban regime in 2001 feel optimistic about

the future even as they believe they are worse off economically than their

neighbours, according to a United Nations-commissioned study which cites

concerns over future absorption capacity.

“While there have been difficulties for some, the majority of returnees

have responded successfully and resiliently to the same challenges and

opportunities faced by all Afghans,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR) country representative Jacques Mouchet said of the study, which

painted a generally positive picture of the integration of returnees into the labour market.

The European Commission-funded report, commissioned by UNHCR and the UN

International Labour Organization (ILO) and conducted by Kabul-based Altai

Consulting, studied more than 600 rural and urban households – about 4,200

people – and 100 enterprises in the provinces of Kabul, Herat in the west

and Nangarhar in the east.

Some 40 per cent of the returnees live in these provinces, which have

performed well compared to others.

The study found that the average monthly income per household was $212,

compared to mean monthly expenditure of $200, but income distribution

showed 10 per cent earning an average of $920, and 90 per cent an average

of $130. Of the latter, 35 per cent had an income of less than $100 per month.

Many said that during their years overseas they had gained knowledge,

skills, education, and new social and economic connections, but they noted

difficulties caused by loss of family, property, land and livelihood. A

total of 53 per cent believed they were worse off economically than their

neighbours, while adding that their social status, education and skill

levels had improved and they could face the future with optimism.

The survey raised concerns about the Afghan economy’s future absorption

capacity, finding that new approaches would be needed if the majority of

the estimated 3.5 million Afghans still in Iran and Pakistan are to return.

It recommended that to avoid social exclusion of those with limited assets,

skills and networks, more emphasis will be needed on social integration,

labour intensive employment programmes and market oriented vocational training.

Meanwhile, the reintegration of better-educated Afghans and those with

resources could be enhanced through business development services, access

to credit and employment placement services, it said.

* * *

BIRD FLU REMAINS POTENT THREAT WITH POSSIBILITY OF HUMAN PANDEMIC, UN AGENCY WARNS

The bird flu virus, with its possible mutation into a deadly human

pandemic, remains a potent threat around the world, with greater

transparency and sharing of information critical to meet the challenge, and

Africa emerging as a top priority for resources and technical aid,

according to the latest United Nations update released today.

“Failure by any one country to contain the disease could lead to rapid

re-infection in many more countries,” UN Food and Agriculture Organization

(FAO) Assistant Director-General Alexander Müller warned in a statement

ahead of a major donor conference in Bamako, Mali, tomorrow. “One weak link

can lead to a domino effect, undoing all the good that we have achieved so

far. Now is no time for complacency.”

FAO said several parts of the world remain particularly vulnerable because

of a shortfall in donor funding, including Africa, eastern Europe and the

Caucasus, and Indonesia where just this year there have been 55 human

cases, 45 of them fatal.

Although well over 200 million birds have died worldwide from either the

H5N1 flu virus or preventive culling, there have so far been only 258 human

cases, 154 of them fatal, since the current outbreak started in South East

Asia in December 2003, and these have been ascribed to contact with infected birds.

But experts fear the virus could mutate, gaining the ability to pass from

person to person and, in a worst case scenario, unleash a deadly human

pandemic. The so-called Spanish flu pandemic that broke out in 1918 is

estimated to have killed from 20 million to 40 million people worldwide by

the time it had run its course two years later.

“The possibility of a human pandemic hangs over us,” FAO warned in a

statement prepared for tomorrow’s conference. H5N1 remains a “potent threat

around the world, both to animals and humans,” it said, noting that with

the arrival of the virus this year in Africa there is much cause for concern.

“Africa must now be a top priority for resources and technical assistance

in the battle against avian influenza,” it added, also calling for

continued commitment to unaffected parts of the world like Latin America

and the Caribbean, “where FAO’s investment in national and regional

preparedness planning is paying off.”

Winning the battle against the virus demands a long-term vision, with more

surveillance, rapid response to outbreaks and greater transparency and

sharing of information essential. “Scientific breakthroughs on improved

diagnostics, vaccines and treatments can only emerge if virus information

is shared widely and willingly, for the greater good,” FAO said.

It called on countries to place stronger emphasis on hygiene and movement

control throughout the animal production and marketing chain to produce

positive results. “In Viet Nam, for example, an integrated strategy of

surveillance and laboratory capacity building, movement control,

vaccination and culling has averted what could have been a disaster,” the

agency noted.

“It would not have been possible without the government’s resolute support

and the backing of the international donor community,” it added. Overall

Vietnam has suffered 93 cases, 42 of them fatal, but none this year.

Senior UN System Coordinator for Avian and Human Influenza David Nabarro

said last month $1.5 billion is needed worldwide over the next two to three

years for preventive measures. So far, FAO has received $76 million for

its, and agreements have been signed for $25 million more, with a further

$60 million in the pipeline.

* * *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

6 December 2006
 The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Yves Sorokobi, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Gail Bindley-Taylor Sainte, Spokeswoman for the President of the General Assembly.

Briefing by Associate Spokesman for Secretary-General
Good afternoon.

** Sudan
We are expecting a statement on the deteriorating situation in Darfur and its consequences for the wider region, including Chad, which we flagged to you yesterday.

[The Spokesman later added that it was not expecting to issue a statement on Darfur today.]

** Democratic Republic of the Congo
Now, moving on to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the UN Mission in that country reports that Joseph Kabila was sworn in earlier today in Kinshasa, as the first democratically-elected Congolese President in more than four decades.  In a message prepared for the occasion and delivered by Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, the Secretary-General warmly congratulated President Kabila and the Congolese people.  The Secretary-General said that the Congolese people’s peaceful, enthusiastic and determined participation was critical in ensuring the success of the electoral process.  The Secretary-General encouraged the incoming administration to work closely with the people and with civil society throughout the country, in order to stimulate economic growth, reform the security sector, protect human rights, and strengthen economic governance, democracy and the rule of law.  “Reconciliation,” the Secretary-General said, “will be crucial, especially given what the country has been through.”

And we have a full text of the Secretary-General’s message upstairs, in both French and English.

**Security Council
Now, turning back here to the Security Council, the Security Council this morning discussed, in its closed consultations, the text of a draft presidential statement, concerning the inauguration, today, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) of President Joseph Kabila.  Under other matters, the Security Council members also discussed a draft resolution on Somalia.

And, at 4 p.m. this afternoon, the Security Council has scheduled two formal meetings, the first one to vote on the Somalia draft resolution, and then to adopt the presidential statement on the DRC.  Earlier today, in a formal meeting, the Security Council adopted its annual report to the General Assembly, and we hope that that report will become an official document soon for you.

**Appointment
I have an appointment to announce to you.  The Secretary-General has appointed Joel Boutroue of France as his Deputy Special Representative for the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH).  The post also carries the responsibilities of Humanitarian Coordinator, Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative.  Mr. Boutroue assumed his new responsibilities yesterday.

Mr. Boutroue has had a long career with the UN, beginning in 1984, when he worked for UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees), a career culminating in his most recent appointment as Deputy Director of the Coordination and Response Division of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).  And we have upstairs a full bio of Mr. Boutroue.

**Human Rights Council
Now, about the Human Rights Council.  In Geneva today, the President of the Human Rights Council announced the appointment of Christine Chinkin of the United Kingdom as the second member of the high-level fact-finding mission to Beit Hanoun.  That mission was authorized by the Human Rights Council’s special session on 15 November.  Ms. Chinkin will join Desmond Tutu, who was appointed last week, to lead the mission.  The two hope to travel to the region this weekend and will report back to the Human Rights Council by the middle of this month, of December.

** Somalia
Now, from Somalia, the UN has appealed for $18 million to help hundreds of thousands of flood survivors in that country.  The appeal was launched today in Geneva, and the funding that it receives will complement the $10 million already approved through the Central Emergency Response Fund for this crisis, for the floods in Somalia.

**UNDOF
And the Secretary-General today, in his latest report on the UN Disengagement Observer Force in the Golan Heights, which is known under its acronym as UNDOF, the Secretary-General says in that report, that the situation in the Israel-Syria sector has remained generally quiet.  However, the situation in the Middle East in general remains tense, and the Secretary-General considers UNDOF’s continued presence to be essential.  He recommends that the Security Council extend UNDOF’s by six months, until the end of June 2007.  And we have the full report upstairs.

**ICTR
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda says that Elizaphan Ntakirutimana, a former pastor sentenced in February 2003 to 10 years imprisonment for aiding and abetting genocide in Rwanda, was released earlier today from prison.  This is the first time that a person convicted of genocide by the Tribunal has been released after serving their full sentence.  The former pastor was first arrested in September 1996 in the United States.  And we have the press release from the Tribunal upstairs.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, will be joining us at noon tomorrow to talk about the High-Level Conference on the Central Emergency Response Fund, which is taking place tomorrow, and which will also be attended by the Secretary-General, who will be addressing the delegates there.

As you know, Mr. Egeland will be leaving the Organization, so this will be his last press briefing as head of the UN’s humanitarian affairs department.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
And, also at 5:15 tomorrow afternoon, in this room, the UN Global Compact Office will be hosting a press conference by the board members of the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, which is a coalition of Governments, companies, investors, and international and nongovernmental organizations seeking to overcome corruption in the oil, gas and mineral extraction sectors.

That’s it from me.  Very few announcements to make.

**Questions and Answers
Question:  At the risk of editorializing in a question, which is something, as you know, that I never do… This is serious, though.  There was an incident a couple of days ago, in which Deputy Secretary-General Mark Malloch Brown addressed one of our colleagues, Matthew here, as a jerk.  Do you think that is the tone that is befitting the second-highest diplomat in the world?

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I am not aware of that incident taking place, and I am certainly not aware of the circumstances leading to Mr. Malloch Brown saying that, if he actually did say it.  But, it’s not for me to judge whether or not Mr. Malloch Brown has a right to be angry and to deem certain people to be what he believes they are, in a moment of anger.  I think I will leave that to him to explain the circumstances leading to that incident, if it did happen.

Question:  Is it the language that…?

Associate Spokesman:  Again, as I said, I do not have any record of him saying that, I am not aware of him saying that and, again, I will leave that to him.

Question:  So, what happens if he did say it?  What are the consequences?

Associate Spokesman:  But, what happens if he did not say that?

Question:  Oh, he said it, though.  He has acknowledged that.  Well, I do not think he denies saying it.

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I will have to check that with him.  He did not tell me that he did say it, and I will have to check that.

Question:  Well, as a member of the press -– I am not representing any union or any organization –- as a member of the press, let me just say that I, as a journalist, am outraged that such a high-level official at the UN uses such language to a regular member of the press, regardless of what he thinks or what he writes about him.

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I respect your sense of outrage about it.  Clearly, if this is correct, if this incident did take place, I would understand why you would be outraged and why anyone would be outraged, but again, I am not aware of that incident taking place and certainly not aware of the circumstances leading to that.  But Mr. Malloch Brown is a human being, like all of us, and he can have reactions of anger, like anybody else, as long as he is being provoked.  And I will leave it to him to explain why he felt provoked.

Question:  A policy question here:  does the UN Secretariat have any take on the Iraq Study Group report and its recommendation, among others, that suggested that the United Nations get involved in a constitutional review process in Iraq?  Is this something that the UN is considering?

Associate Spokesman:  We have not yet seen the full Baker Commission report.

Question:  It is on the Internet.

Associate Spokesman:  Well, I will look into that later and tell you what our position is on that particular constitutional review process, but we understand, from news reports, that there were certain ideas put forward by the Commission, which are fully supported by the Secretary-General.  In fact, some of them have been put forward by the Secretary-General, including the idea of an international conference on Iraq, which is now being advocated by the Iraqi Government.

Question:  Recommendation seven… I want to know, is that something the Secretary-General suggested to the Group or what your reaction is?  Recommendation seven is that the Secretary-General should designate a special envoy to this Iraq Support Group.  Is this something that’s likely to happen?

Associate Spokesman:  As I said, we first have to study the recommendations proposed by the Baker Commission.  We’ll have to see with the mandate that we have from the Security Council in Iraq, whether we can accommodate such recommendations.  And then it will be a decision of the Secretary-General to put that into practice.

Question:  A Minister of the Lebanese Government recently has said, to a Canadian newspaper, that they are recruiting 44,000 militias and putting them in the security forces of Lebanon, and the United Arab Emirates are financing that deal.  Given that the situation in Lebanon is very volatile and there is a risk of civil war, is the United Nations aware of that, and is there any contact with the Lebanese Government to stop such things, because of the risk to security and peace?

Associate Spokesman:  We obviously are in contact regularly with all parties from Lebanon.  To my knowledge, that matter has not been brought to our attention yet, but if it is, I believe, we’ll have a response on that particular piece of information.

Question:  Mr. Pederson did not brief you on that?

Associate Spokesman:  Not to my knowledge.

Question:  On the Congo, there are reports that MONUC has increased fighting and there is something like 150 militias killed.  There is also a more recent report of civilians fleeing that part of the country to Uganda, getting killed by a bomb.  Does MONUC have any statement on this increased fighting in Eastern Congo?

Associate Spokesman:  Obviously, MONUC and the rest of the UN system are very concerned by those developments in Eastern Congo.  Today should have been a joyful day for that country, when, as I said earlier, the first democratically-elected President is being sworn in.  The current violence in Eastern Congo is a flare-up from last week’s violence in that region.  MONUC is working actively to put an end to the hostilities and our humanitarian colleagues are also monitoring the situation there to provide emergency aid to the refugees streaming into Uganda.

Question:  Is MONUC playing a role in determining whether it was the Congolese army or the rebels that killed those civilians?

Associate Spokesman:  The fighting is ongoing, as we speak.  I think we’ll have to first bring some form of order to that town and region before we can see who actually committed crimes, if anyone committed them.

Question:  And another thing –- not that it is not good to have you here, but yesterday, Stephané said, in a response, that “obviously, there is some very good system in place at UNDP for whistleblowing”.  That was his statement, that was fine.  There is an Acting Ombudsman report, from the Office of the UNDP Ombudsman, which talks not just about retaliation, but something called “pretaliation”, meaning the managers within UNDP telling employees what to say to the Ombudsman and then also trying to discover, after the fact, who spoke to the Ombudsman, whenever any complaint comes out.  As a journalist, I find that to be an atmosphere of fear.  And I wish –- I understand you cannot speak for Mr. Malloch Brown, but I hope you can speak for Stephané at this instance.  What was the basis for his statement?  When he was making this statement about the UNDP, was he aware of this report?  Or did he just make the statement?

Associate Spokesman:  I think what Stephané told you is what is true for the system in general, that there is a whistleblower policy.  At the UNDP in particular, they have an Ombudsman, who is working on the internal ethical issues.  That particular point of “pretaliation” is something that I am hearing for the first time and cannot speak for Stephané whether or not he was aware of that report when he was giving you that answer yesterday.  But, what he told you encompasses pretty much what is in that report, that policies are set in place; mechanisms are set in place to make sure that people do not feel afraid from denouncing bad behaviour in the system.

And coming back to Mr. Malloch Brown’s issue:  this is an incident that happened outside, from what I understand, as from what Benny was saying, happened in the hallways and we have absolutely no record of it.  I speak for Mr. Malloch Brown, but I do not speak on incidents that I am not aware of, especially when they happen outside his official activities as Deputy Secretary-General.  So, until that incident is confirmed to me, either by him or someone who witnessed it, I would not be able to say anything more than what I said.

Question:  Can I follow up on this?  Could you find out from Mr. Malloch Brown or somebody who knows what he is doing, whether the incident has occurred, and if it does, could you please register with him that at least some of us want some kind of apology?

Associate Spokesman:  Oh, certainly, I will raise the issue with Mr. Malloch Brown and if he does confirm to me the facts that you are now alleging here, and if he deems his own behaviour inappropriate in those circumstances, I think he would do the right thing.

Question:  I just want to say, it is not about the jerk issue.  It is not just about the question of apology.  I just want to put in to you a simple request for whether there can be, from this podium, some explanation or statement on the recent reassignment within the UNDP of Brian Gleeson, the Head of Human Resources, and of Kalman Mizsei, who is the head of UNDP Europe and the CIS.

Associate Spokesman:  I am sure when Mr. Kemal Dervis, the Executive Director of the UNDP, is here to brief you on December 18, he will be in a position to answer some of these questions.

Question:  On Darfur and Somalia, we were told that the letter to Kofi Annan from President Bashir will be released.  I understand it has not been released yet.  Could it be released to us?

Associate Spokesman:  I believe, the last I heard about that letter, it was still being studied and as…

Question:  The Spokesman’s Office had said it would be released after an announcement of the African Peace and Security Council, which happened a couple of days ago, so it would be great if we could see a copy of that letter.

Associate Spokesman:  Sure, I will look into…

Question:  Another question, if I may, on Somalia.  I was just wondering if you could give us a sense of what the UN analysis is of the situation, as the Security Council is about to adopt a resolution calling for African forces to support “the Government in Baidoa”, as we call it.  There was talk about some kind of a deal between the Baidoa faction and the Islamic faction.  Anyway, is there any independent UN analysis of the situation?

And, just a final request on Congo:  we occasionally had a couple of very helpful briefings with maps and slide shows.  If the UN is fighting a hot battle at the moment, it would be very helpful if we could have a repeat of previously helpful briefings on what is actually happening in the Congo.  Thanks.

Associate Spokesman:  I will see how that PowerPoint presentation on the Congo can be staged again.  As to the position of the UN on Somalia, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Somalia was very recently in Mogadishu, and before that, he travelled to Baidoa, and in Nairobi, where he is based, he is continuing to hold a series of meetings with regional and international actors in trying first to obtain a commitment from both the Islamist and the Government for a resumption of the discussions in Khartoum, which we remain very committed to and which, hopefully, we can bring those parties to bring a little life back into… 

Question:  It’s just that there has been a time in the past when, for big political issues the UN was involved in, officials used to come down and -– sometimes on and sometimes off the record –- we used to have briefings.  That practice seems to have ended, and I wonder if it could be revived.

Associate Spokesman:  Oh, that practice is actually very much alive.  In fact, the Special Representative for Somalia was here on this podium just three weeks, or a little more, ago.  And it was announced that he would be here; it was in the Journal.

Question:  But, that’s once a month.  That is a fast-evolving situation; so anyway, could we have a more regular dialogue on the political issues in which the UN is deeply involved, in fast-unravelling situations?  That would be very helpful.  Thank you.

Associate Spokesman:  It was reported that the Secretary-General appointed a special envoy for northern Uganda.  Did he consult with Ban Ki-moon?  And how long does this position last?  Could you describe the process?

Question:  Well, that was a recommendation from the Security Council in a resolution on northern Uganda.  The Secretary-General had a mandate from the Security Council to appoint a special envoy for northern Uganda.  As for the process, I believe that Mr. Ban Ki-moon’s team has been made aware of the activities, especially during this transition period, of the Office of the current Secretary-General, so I would take it that they have been informed of the appointment.

Associate Spokesman:  I had a similar question on Haiti mission.  Was Ban Ki-moon consulted?

Question:  Again, as I said… well, whether he approved, that I cannot answer, but I am pretty confident that this administration is informing the Ban Ki-moon transition team of every decision the current administration is making that will live past its office.  I am pretty confident that Ban Ki-moon’s team was informed of the decision of the Secretary-General to appoint Mr. Boutroue in Haiti.

Associate Spokesman:  How long is this position going to go?  What’s the contract for this position?

Question:  I don’t have this specific information, but I can get that for you.

Well, on that note, thank you, and Gail is here.

Briefing by Spokeswoman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.

The General Assembly this morning is meeting on the agenda item on “Integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social and related fields”.  Today, the focus is on development, and there are some 11 speakers inscribed to address the Assembly.  The Assembly today is also going to act on more than 40 draft resolutions put forward, by the First Committee, for its approval.

The Assembly’s Ad Hoc Committee, which has been working since 2001 to draft a comprehensive legally binding United Nations convention on the protection and promotion of the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities, wrapped up that task yesterday, by adopting its final report, and the document number for that report is A/AC.265/2006/L.7.  This now provides the General Assembly with a final version of the historic convention on protecting the rights of persons with disabilities.  The fifty-article draft treaty and an optional protocol will be forwarded to the General Assembly for adoption next week.

The Committee also approved draft resolution A/AC.265/2006/L.8, by which the Assembly would adopt the instruments and open them for signature at the United Nations Headquarters from 30 March 2007.  The current Chairman of the Committee, Don MacKay of New Zealand, said the baton would now pass to Governments -- but especially to civil society, disabilities advocates and persons with disabilities -- to ensure that the draft convention is implemented properly.  The new treaty will require countries to guarantee freedom from exploitation and abuse for disabled persons, while protecting the rights they already have, such as ensuring voting rights for the visually impaired and providing wheelchair accessible buildings.

The draft optional protocol would allow persons with disabilities to petition the Convention Committee if they have exhausted all possible remedies at home.

On other news of work in the Main Committees, on Monday, the Assembly extended the time for the Second Committee to submit its report by today, 6 December.  This afternoon, the Committee will meet to take action on some 18 resolutions and one draft decision on its agenda.

The Fifth Committee is meeting in informal consultations on the scales of assessment on the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations.  It is also holding informal discussions on financial reports and audited financial statements and reports of the Board of Auditors.

That’s my report for today.  If you have any questions…

Sorry, I have one response for you, because, in fact, the PBI, the programme budget implications for the resolution that you were asking me about yesterday, [referring to the draft resolution on the establishment of the United Nations Register of Damage caused by the Construction of the wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory] is out; and the cost is just over $3 million.  I’ll give you the document afterwards.

Anything else, Matthew?  Good.

Have a good afternoon.
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