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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Thursday, 12 January  2006



Other Environment News
· 'Polluters' Summit: 'Industry will solve problem of global warming' (The Independent)
· Six des plus gros pollueurs évoquent le réchauffement climatique (La Libération)
· Haves and Have Nots Clash over Plan to Divert River for Drought Relief (Associated Press)
· Las hormigas, con avanzado método didáctico (El Economista)
· Climate culprit for frog deaths (BBC)


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

there are no media updates from the regional offices for today



Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  11 January 2006
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  11 January  2006
Jeune Afrique:Le continent passe au sans-plomb
 par JEAN-BAPTISTE MAROT 

8.1.2006

L'Afrique subsaharienne roule plus propre. Depuis le 1er janvier 2006, la région a définitivement banni l'essence traditionnelle de ses stations-service, rejoignant en cela l'Europe et l'Amérique du Nord. Désormais, tous les carburants au sud du Sahara sont sans plomb. Prise en septembre 2002 lors du Sommet mondial sur le développement durable (SMDD), la décision a pour objectif de faire disparaître de l'atmosphère les particules de ce métal lourd très nocif utilisé jusqu'à présent comme additif à l'essence afin de protéger les moteurs lors de sa combustion. Depuis l'amélioration des techniques de raffinage, le recours au plomb n'est plus nécessaire. 

La disparition du super ne devrait pas poser de problème aux automobilistes africains. « Certains se demandent si le changement ne va pas endommager leur moteur, explique Sékou Touré, le directeur du bureau africain du Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (Pnue). Mais nous ne connaissons aucun cas de ce genre. Si on utilise pendant dix ans une essence avec du plomb et qu'on change du jour au lendemain, il n'y a aucun impact. » 

Reste pourtant que l'autre problème majeur en matière de pollution automobile sur le continent est loin d'être résolu. S'ils ont décidé au début du mois de décembre de s'engager à ramener, à terme, la teneur en soufre de leur diesel au niveau de celui des pays développés, les pays africains n'ont encore défini aucun calendrier en ce sens... Ils ont même décidé de laisser sa fixation à l'initiative de chaque institution sous-régionale, voir à chaque État. Or, en Afrique, la teneur en soufre du diesel est de 100 à 200 fois plus élevée qu'en Europe par exemple... 

____________________________________________________________________________

The Independent (Nigeria): UNEP, farmers collaborate on agricultural revolution
By John Adi

12.1.2006

United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) through a link company-Admiral Environmental Care in Kaduna has set up a machinery to assist farmers across the country with a view to improving agricultural yields during this year's farming season.

Executive Director of the link company, Shedrack Madlion, who made this known at a press briefing in Kaduna, pointed out that Nigeria as a country has the capacity to cultivate all kinds of agricultural produce especially those that have high export demand.

According to him, if the country can harness its agricultural advantages particularly in the production of gum arabic trees, melon seeds, sesame seees, mangos and oranges, among others, the problem of monocultural economy will have been solved 90 per cent. 

He further said that from findings , farmers in the country can realise over $20 billion  annually only from the export of gum arabic trees, oranges, mangoes, sesame seeds and melon seeds alone.

However, he observed that government’s participation in agricultural  activities is the reason the sector has developed,adding: 

“There is no where in the world where agriculture thrives with 100 per cent  government's participation. It is a private driven sector which must be allowed to be managed by private individuals.”

He,  therfore, said to ensure that a change is ahieved ,Admiral Enviromental Programme with the UNEP  has established a contact point in the country to help formulate, consolidate and enhance healthy enviroment for ecological and food security of the nation.

Madlion also said the  link agency  will  utilise the skills on innovative process development for reduction of poverty, simulation of commerce by establishing relationship with private entreprneurs, developmental organisations and agencies in the field of aquaculture, horticulture, livestock as well as eco-tourism.

He added: “The link agency will also invest in the establishment and continued development of advanced technologies to compliment and enhance skills in the application of convetional technologies in arriving at solution for the problems associated with low agricultural participation in Nigeria.”

Meanwhile, he assured that UNEP will support and promote a sustainable programe to encourage government at all lvells in the formulation  and implementation of agreement and policies for marketing of agricultural products and services.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse Agentur: Norway nominates former minister for U.N. environment agency 
11.1.2006
The Norwegian government on Wednesday formally nominated former environment minister Borje Brende as a candidate for the top post in the United Nations Environment Programme.

In a letter to U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan, Prime Minister Jens Stolteberg said Oslo felt that 40-year-old Brende was "eminently qualified for the post." 

In addition to environment minister, Brende has also served as trade and industry minister, Stoltenberg said, noting that the Conservative Party politician had an "extensive international network in the fields of environment, industry and business."

Brende was a member of Kjell Magne Bondevik's centre-right minority government that was voted out of office after elections last September.

The U.N. agency's headquarters are located in Nairobi, Kenya. The agency has since February 1998 been headed by Klaus Toepfer of Germany.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The New Times (Kigali): Ecotourism: Greedy Lover Or Savior? 
by Georgianne Nienaber 

7.1.2006 

Ecotourism is a lofty concept-effective zoning and land use planning, responsible stewardship of the environment, a strong, regulated tourism industry-all resulting in economic benefits flowing to local communities. 

There are, arguably, tens of thousands of articles, funded by NGO's, private institutions, and think tanks on the topic of tourism in Africa. Report after report on "sustainable development" in the third world argues incessantly about the pros and cons of the ecotourism model. 

Meanwhile, in the name of sustainable development, plants, animals and entire ecosystems are being held hostage by scientists and economists with little regard for the indigenous peoples who live there. While the concept of a tourism industry that enhances rather than destroys the land is the ideal, sometimes the practice of tourism presents an ugly face. 

In the eyes of the third world host country, the tourist often exhibits characteristics of a greedy lover-carelessly taking nature against her will, and abandoning the love affair after the novelty has waned. The end result is an unregulated "tourist" economy which generates tons of waste, consumes power and water, devalues local cultures, and adds to pollution. 

Rwanda is a beautiful country, brimming with heart-breaking vistas, Nyungwe and Akagera national parks, the Virunga Mountains, and a dynamic, resilient population. While there is potential for a cash economy in the coffee industry, the ultimate prize is the kingdom of the mountain gorilla, which, at the moment, seems to be ruled by environmental interests. In addition, the film industry, by producing the racist travesty, King Kong, has perpetuated the myth of a savage people inhabiting the darkest area of the world. Even the monster gorilla prefers the company of a blond white woman to his native environment. 

The mountain gorilla is the metaphor for Rwanda. Who has the right to claim the gorilla, and by implication, Rwanda? Once the prize is won, will it be forever spoiled? The Trojan horse of environmental aid packages conceals influence peddling and economic gain at the least, and nation building at the extreme. Meanwhile, the local population is forced into an unholy alliance between scientists and economic forces far beyond its control or understanding. 

In a Worldwatch paper, Travelling Light: New Paths for International Tourism, Lisa Mastny tells the cautionary tale of a small Indian fishing village with beautiful beaches that became the darling of European tourists in the 1960's. Within twenty years, the area was flooded with investment capital and the resulting hotels, souvenir shops and waste-generating infrastructure. Like the stock market, by the year 2000, visitor numbers dropped by over 40 percent. 

The economists rushed in, spending even more money on scientific study after scientific study on tourism, and came to the conclusion that what drove the tourists away was the waste which they deposited upon the pristine setting that lured them to India in the first place. Recyclable items such as glass, paper, and metal were not the problem and were reused by local industries. 

The biggest polluter was human waste, generated by tourists, which overwhelmed the local sanitation facilities. Sewage piled up in mounds or was dumped into streams, inviting cholera and other "third world" diseases. Not surprisingly, the tourists left in search of yet another pristine environment. In the words of local artist and activist Jayakumar Chelaton, no one cared about the health issues faced by the locals, "everyone wanted the beaches to be clean so it could get more business." 

The opposite side of the coin is the invasion of scientists who descend upon world heritage sites, in this case Rwanda's Virunga Mountains, claiming them as their own and creating a de-facto state of ownership under the guise of "protection" from tourism and the local population-read "poachers." The poaching argument appears to be a smokescreen for the real problem, which is an unstable society in Congo and surrounding areas. The poachers' snare is not set for the gorilla-it is utilized for game-and the gorilla becomes an unintended victim. 

Ironically, one wonders how much the scientists have accomplished, since there seems to be a surplus of "orphan" mountain and lowland gorillas in the Virungas these days. This, in turn, has led to yet another fundraising appeal by organizations who claim these animals as their own fiefdom. As a tried and true fundraising technique, it has been written that you can't go wrong to have the words "orphan" or "animal" in your appeal if you want to pull the heartstrings of donors. NGO's have hit a home run with the "orphan" gorillas. This attitude negates the possibility that the Rwandan and Congolese people are capable of managing their own resources. There seems to be confusion. Are tourists the problem, or is it the local, displaced society? Perhaps, it is the environmental NGO's themselves. 

On the other hand, properly regulated tourism has the potential to diversify economies and encourage investment of foreign capital. Environmental science, if it ever develops a heart and soul, has the ability to impart valuable information which will stimulate empathy for endangered species such as the mountain gorilla. As Rwandans reflect upon the twentieth anniversary of Dian Fossey's death, it is important to recognize that her biggest enemies were not the people of Rwanda, as myth would have the world believe. It was the western scientists of the USAID-funded Mountain Gorilla Project who wanted to drive her out of Karisoke. Surprisingly, the Mountain Gorilla Project was promoting ecotourism! 

Fossey was not only a scientist, she was also an artist with the soul of a poet. In her ground-breaking book, Gorillas in the Mist, Fossey was able to touch the hearts and minds of the world population, doing more for the survival of the mountain gorilla than anyone before or after her brief time on earth. Fossey recognized the dangers of unregulated tourism, but she also cultivated a dialogue with the world about Rwanda's heritage, and compiled a booklet on the cultural significance of the names attached to places in the Virungas. She funded this project with her own meager inheritance from a favourite uncle. 

Arguments about the conflicts between the human soul and science aside, tourism remains the purview of the most affluent share of the world's population, with 80 per cent of tourism coming from the western world, 15 per cent from East Asia and the Pacific, and the remainder coming from Africa and the rest of the third world combined. (Population Reference Bureau, www.prb.org). Ecotourism has great potential to enlighten the world about endangered species and ecosystems. But, it would be wrong to rely upon these hopes and statistics without a closer look. The most sought-after Holy Grail, the American tourist, might not be whom the host country expects, and certainly does not represent mainstream America, since fewer than 20 percent of Americans hold valid passports. By 2020, China is expected to become the fourth largest source of tourists worldwide-eclipsed only by Germany, Japan, and the United States (Worldwatch). 

Consider, also, that tourists are not a hardy lot. The affluent traveller, more often than not, will seek to replicate the lifestyle enjoyed in his/her country of origin. Multi-million dollar hotels are erected beside beautiful vistas-- usually water. Finally, the detritus of "civilization," in the form of excrement, garbage and detergents, is discharged into the once pristine environment. The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) estimates that the average tourist produces one kilo (approximately 2.2 pounds) of litter and solid waste EACH DAY! (Worldwatch). 

Make no mistake about it; tourism is becoming a major contributor to the world economy. However, benefits must be weighed by examining direct and indirect beneficiaries. Tourism is outpacing the growth of the world economy by 35 per cent and reached $469 billion in 2000 (US Commerce Department figures). This may look good for Rwanda, but consider the fact that there may be another way to look at the economic impacts of tourism. Exactly where do these dollars go? Do they remain within the country which provides the ecotourism experience, or do they become an infusion into foreign business ventures? Tourism offers a unique opportunity for Rwanda to participate in the world economy, but will the benefits outweigh the dangers? Is responsible tourism a possibility, given the foreign interests which have such a strong presence in-country? 

How can the indigenous culture compete with the Western scientists and developers who dominate the local tourism industry? What, exactly, do the tourists want? What, exactly, are the scientists protecting? How can ORTPN take the lead in this debate? 

The story of tourism in Africa causes one to weep. In Kenya, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe the story of tourism is a tragedy in which western businesses sent most of the money back home to the colonialist developers. The higher purchasing power of tourists inflated local economies to the extent that artificial inflation raised property and food prices for the locals, pricing them out of land ownership. Foreign workers held the most lucrative management positions (Pera and McLaren, Globalization, Tourism and Indigenous Peoples: What You Should Know About the World's Largest Industry, (www.planeta.com), reducing the local "service providers" to little more than slave labour. Local culture was relegated to a side show and became the featured attraction at hotel and resort complexes. 

In one of the saddest stories to come out of Africa, fifty years ago Kenya's colonialist government drove the nomadic Masai population from their grazing grounds to accommodate the great white hunters intent upon slaughtering wildlife for trophy heads. The Masai have gained more autonomy in recent years, but wounds remain and resentments run deep. Echoing the experience of the Native American Indian, religious artifacts have been cheapened into souvenirs and, with the loss of the bedrocks of religious and cultural beliefs, alcoholism and other social ills have devastated portions of the population. The scientists then rushed into this uncharted void with their own solutions to the "problem" of tourism. The above-quoted statistics in this article were generated by statisticians and other scientists totally removed from the life experiences of the indigenous cultures they are funded to protect. 

What Rwanda should consider is a solid business management plan for its ecosystems, and its most valuable prize, the mountain gorilla. Rwanda's universities are populated with educated individuals with the expertise to approach the appropriate national institutes for funding to create such a plan. This indigenous economic approach will guarantee the survival of the gorilla, while providing a source of income for Rwanda that is self-contained and not dependent upon foreign interests and pseudo-science that's serves only one master. Being "green" should be more than a politically correct label. 

Ecotourism remains a decent concept. It is founded upon the recognition that responsibility predicates the rights of the tourists, scientists, businessmen, and economists to benefit from the land which bore our mothers. ____________________________________________________________________________

American Chronicle: Does One Good Deed Atone for all the Evils We Have Given Iraq?
By Earl J. Prignitz
10.1. 2006
 
Isn't it amazing the way the press turns one good turn into such a spectacular feature story? I would never complain about the concern that Lt. Jeff Morgan had for Baby Noor. Not for one second, but what about the thousands of the Iraqi children that have been left with birth defects as a result of all the depleted uranium we have left for the poor Iraqi's to live with from now on?
Depleted uranium, known as DU, is a highly dense metal that is the byproduct of the process during which fissionable uranium used to manufacture nuclear bombs and reactor fuel is separated from natural uranium. DU remains radioactive for about 4.5 billion years. That's beyond my imagination to comprehend. What kind of criminal mind uses such a method of warfare that will continue for eons to plague its foes?

But that is only part of the problem. A second, potentially more serious hazard is created when a DU round hits its target. As much as 70 percent of the projectile will burn up on impact, creating a firestorm of ceramic DU oxide particles. The residue of this firestorm is an extremely fine ceramic uranium dust that can be spread by the wind, inhaled and absorbed into the human body and absorbed by plants and animals, becoming part of the food chain.

Once lodged in the soil, the munitions can pollute the environment and create up to a hundredfold increase in uranium levels in ground water, according to the U.N. Environmental Program. And studies show it can remain in human organs for years. 

It is beyond my feeble mind to comprehend why any human being would want to treat another human being in such a way, but that is what we, I say we, for that is what our government is doing to the poor people of Iraq. My faith decries such an outrageous plague that we have imposed on that nation and it's people.

Let us truly applaud Lt. Jeff Morgan, who e-mailed his friend in Douglasville who is a social worker. They enlisted the help of a variety of officials and social service organizations. Through those efforts, Noor, her grandmother and her father were flown to the United States, arriving in Atlanta late last month. And even now the corrective surgery has been performed on that one little innocent baby. But I come back to my earlier question "What about the thousands of other little children that we have left with all the dangers of cancer and deformation?"

_____________________________________________________________________________

Der Tagesspiegel: Kampf der Häuptlinge
Von Werner van Bebber

12.1.2006
Nur noch Zank und Misserfolge: Die Berliner CDU steckt im Tief. Wie sie wurde, was sie ist

 Frank Henkel, der Generalsekretär der Berliner CDU, ist ein bulliger Mann. Er trägt gerne Nadelstreifenanzüge, die eng sitzen, und breite Krawatten. Das kräftige Kreuz, der schraubstockartige Händedruck, der Schlag auf die Schulter, mit dem er Parteifreunde gerne begrüßt – der ganze Mann wirkt wie die Inkarnation von Zuversicht und Lebensfreude in einer bodenständigen Berliner Variante. Für Henkel gehört zu seinem Job, dass er Thesenpapiere schreibt, Ideen für die Zukunft entwickelt, außerdem versucht er, die Moral der Berliner CDU hochzuhalten. Dieser Tage sagt er gerne: „Die Hoffnung stirbt zuletzt, und unseren Humor verlieren wir auch nicht.“ 

Das ist die Lage der Berliner CDU, auf zwei Sätze gebracht: 21 Prozent in den Umfragen, als bürgerliche Partei nur noch schemenhaft erkennbar, bisher ohne Spitzenkandidat für die Abgeordnetenhauswahl im September. Dass diese Partei so abstürzen würde in der öffentlichen Wahrnehmung, haben wohl nicht einmal die selbstbewusst vor sich hinregierenden Hauptstadt-Sozialdemokraten erwartet. 

Es ist Zeit für einen Blick ins Innenleben der Partei.

Die Kandidatensuche also. Jüngstes Desaster: Klaus Töpfer, auf den sie in der Berliner CDU so sehr gehofft hatten, hat nicht einmal direkt abgesagt, sondern über ein Interview mit einer österreichischen Zeitung. Derart von oben herab behandelt man nur Parteifreunde, die einem wirklich nichts bedeuten. Jetzt hält Frank Henkel, der Nadelstreifenmann, die Hoffnung hoch, während sich Funktionäre und Abgeordnete in die Hoffnung hinein reden, dass es kein auswärtiger Kandidat sein müsse, dass auch ein Berliner mit dem Regierenden Bürgermeister Klaus Wowereit konkurrieren könne. Erstaunlich fröhlich schüttelten sie Hände beim Neujahrsempfang am Dienstagabend. Im Gespräch erinnern sie gerne daran, dass Wowereit viele Jahre lang ein völlig unauffälliger Volksbildungsstadtrat gewesen sei, und so sei eben immer noch sein Niveau. 

Bis Ende Januar muss die Kandidatenfrage beantwortet sein, das ist Hauptgesprächsthema in der Partei zurzeit, aber ein anderes ist längst auch wieder zu hören. Es ist das Thema, das die Berliner CDU zur Begleitmusik ihres Daseins in der Opposition gemacht hat: zorniges Reden über versagende Landeschefs und Fraktionsführer. Ein einflussreicher Kreischef, eins der Talente der Partei, sagt seit Neuestem über seinen Landeschef Ingo Schmitt, der habe bei der Suche nach einem Kandidaten „alles falsch gemacht, was man nur falsch machen kann“. Mit solchen Sätzen hat schon manche der Intrigen begonnen, mit denen sich die Hauptstadt-CDU selbst lahm legt.

Und das war mal die „moderne Großstadtpartei“, die den „Bürgermeister der Herzen“ hervorbrachte. So nannte sich die Berliner CDU selbst, voll prallem Selbstbewusstsein, als Eberhard Diepgen und Klaus Landowsky regierten. Sie taten Gutes und sprachen darüber. Sie vermittelten den Berlinern das Gefühl, niemand sorge besser für die geprüfte Stadt als diese beiden geborenen Berliner – Kriegskinder, Jurastudenten an der Freien Universität, Jungpolitiker, die ihre West-Berliner Partei so fest in den Griff bekamen, dass die Machtverhältnisse wie betoniert erschienen. 

Diepgen und Landowsky hatten die Bedürfnisse der Berliner im Blick mit ihrem fürsorglichen öffentlichen Dienst, mit ihren Wohnungsbaugesellschaften und Eigenbetrieben – Sinn für die Finanzen der Stadt hatten sie nicht. Außerdem: die Parteispendenaffäre. 40 000 Mark, die Aubis-Manager Klaus Wienhold und Christian Neuling und der CDU-Mann und Bankchef Landowsky. Die Affäre führte 2001 zum Aufstieg von Klaus Wowereit. 

Der hat der Stadt das Sparen beigebracht. Man kann sagen: Diepgen und Landowsky, der asketische Regiermeister und der barocke Meisterregierer, lieferten Klaus Wowereit das Sparmotiv. Und da stehen sie nun, die Erben von Diepgen und Landowsky. Es fehlt das Geld – und die Leute gucken genauer hin auf das, was in Berlin passiert. Die Stadt ist Hauptstadt geworden, ihr Regierender Bürgermeister redet mit in der Bundespolitik. Die Berliner CDU aber wirkt, als habe sie sich nicht mitentwickelt. Warum sollte ein CDUler von außen, ein Friedrich Merz, ein Wolfgang Bosbach, um nur zwei Bundespolitiker zu nennen, die in der Berliner CDU mal als Spitzenkandidat „im Gespräch“ waren, für diese Partei den Namen riskieren?

Die Überzeugung, dass Hilfe von außen nötig sei, brachte im Mai 2005 Ingo Schmitt an die Berliner CDU-Spitze. Der 47 Jahre alte Charlottenburger Anwalt achtet sehr auf seriös anmutenden Stil. Krawatte muss sein in der Öffentlichkeit, gerne auch der dunkelblaue Anzug. Sonst sagen ihm die älteren Parteifreundinnen hinterher wieder, er habe im Fernsehen nicht ordentlich ausgesehen. Schmitt kam als Erster mit der These, dass die CDU personelle Unterstützung durch große Namen brauche, wie früher durch Richard von Weizsäcker, um wieder hochzukommen. Und er bot sich an, die Kandidatensuche zu organisieren. 

In der Berliner CDU war Ingo Schmitt schon vieles, ein Mann mit Sinn für Macht und für alles, was mit der Partei zu tun hat. Für die Außendarstellung hat er so wenig Sinn wie für neue Ideen. Als CDU-Generalsekretär hatte er sich 2001 unmöglich gemacht, indem er den SPD-Politiker Klaus Böger „Politnutte“ nannte, weil der den Bruch der großen Koalition mit vollzog. Doch 2005 stand Schmitt für den Durchbruch zur neuen Bescheidenheit. Wenn sogar einer wie er, dem die Berliner CDU das Maß aller Dinge war, deren Lage so schlecht einschätzte, dann könnte daraus ein neuer Anfang werden. So schien es. Zumal ihm kein Kreischefkollege ernsthaft widersprach. 

Und die Kreischefs müssen es wissen. Sie sind das Machtzentrum der Partei. Sie können den Erfolg organisieren – oder die Selbstzerstörung. Sie sind die Regenten, die Organisatoren der Partei – jedenfalls die, die die großen Kreise repräsentieren. Je nachdem, wie sie miteinander und mit der Partei umgehen, sind sie die Lösung des Problems oder seine Ursache. Das Berliner Problem dabei: Man sieht hier viel genauer als in einem Flächenland,was der Kollege aus dem Nachbarbezirk macht. Man hängt dichter aufeinander. Das kann in guten Zeiten das Gemeinschaftsgefühl fördern. In schlechten Zeiten fördert es das Intrigantentum. Einige wenige reichen, da können andere noch so parteisoldatisch leiden. Dafür ist die Berliner CDU bekannt – der Politikberater Michael Spreng hat es ihr gerade erst bestätigt. 

Dabei ist das System mit den Kreischefs eigentlich eine simple Sache. Die Vormänner der zwölf Kreisverbände – eine Frau ist auch dabei – tragen den Spitzenkandidaten an die Macht und werden dafür belohnt. Oder sie verlieren den Glauben, dass der Spitzenmann weiß, wo er hin will und dass er den Wahlsieg organisieren kann. Dann reden sie ihn schlecht, verabreden neue Mehrheiten und suchen sich einen anderen. Schmitt kennt das. Er herrscht über 2300 Parteifreunde. Michael Braun, Fürst von Steglitz-Zehlendorf, im Zivilberuf Rechtsanwalt, hat nur ein paar Mitglieder weniger. Das West-Ost-Gefälle ist enorm – in Bezirken wie Hellersdorf-Marzahn oder Lichtenberg ist die CDU eine Splitterpartei. Das macht Schmitt, Braun und ein paar andere stark. 

So kann man auch zusammenfassen, womit die Funktionäre der Berliner CDU die vergangenen vier Jahre verschwendet haben: mit der Erprobung des Kreischef-Systems und der Belastbarkeit der Partei in allerlei Modellkonflikten. Mit Wolfgang Schäuble – Modell: Die Bundespartei hilft bei der Kandidatensuche – gingen sie so schäbig um, dass es bis heute zum schlechten Ruf in der Bundes-CDU reicht. Frank Steffel, der smarte Unternehmer aus Reinickendorf , wurde aufgebaut, um die Prügel der Wähler nach dem Bankenskandal einzustecken. Als Fraktionschef erlebte er, wie das ist, wenn einem die Parteifreunde den Rückhalt entziehen. 

Das Gleiche widerfuhr Christoph Stölzl als Landeschef. Erst sahen seine Parteifreunde in ihm den Mann, der das bürgerliche Berlin an die Partei fesseln könne: Stölzls markanter Glatzkopf, seine Eloquenz und Fernsehtauglichkeit, sein Überbau als Museumsgründer und Kultursenator, seine säuselnde Fähigkeit, die Leute zu umwerben – endlich war da einer, dem man die Reparatur des kaputten Partei-Images anvertrauen konnte. Dabei übersahen seine Anhänger gnädig, dass der Professor für das Parteiführungshandwerk überqualifiziert war. Dann warfen sie ihm genau das vor. Damit kam im Mai 2003 die erste große Krise in der Opposition: Stölzl wirkte überfordert, Steffel entnervt. Es folgten Aufstieg und Demontage von Peter Kurth. 

Diepgens ehemaliger Finanzsenator hatte sich von der Berliner CDU nie ganz sozialisieren lassen. Er hatte sich schön unabhängig gemacht mit einem Managerjob bei einer Entsorgungsfirma und einer Art zu denken, die den Berliner Parteibetrieb mal mild ironisch, mal boshaft-sardonisch beschrieb. Man konnte mit ihm über Politik, Ideen, Konzepte von jenseits der Stadtgrenze reden. Das ist eher selten in der Berliner CDU, denn bei vielen, die hier Politik machen, setzt der „Kiez“ die Grenzen. Berlin ist eben Stadt und Land zugleich. Wer kommunalpolitisch nicht überzeugt, gilt als abgehoben. Aber Kommunalpolitik allein reicht auch nicht. Kurth hätte beides verbinden können. Er wurde im Mai 2003 beinahe Landeschef und beinahe Fraktionschef. Beinahe wäre ein Ruck durch die Partei gegangen. Man hörte von Unternehmern, die bereit seien, der Partei aus ihrer – siehe Spendenaffäre – prekären Finanzlage zu helfen. Wenn sie der regierenden SPD und ihrem damals sehr spaßorientierten regierenden Sekt-aus-dem-Damenschuh-Trinker Druck machen würde. Wenn sie sich etwas weniger mit sich selbst beschäftigen würde. Kurth hatte die Statur dazu. Aber die Kreischefs ließen ihn nicht – zwölf Leute, zwölf Motive, zum Schluss fehlte die Mehrheit. Sie verteilten die Macht auf Joachim Zeller, Bürgermeister von Mitte, und Nicolas Zimmer, zwei Kompromisskandidaten. Zeller hielt als Landeschef zwei Jahre durch, Zimmer hält sich als Fraktionschef. 

Nun sagen sie in der Berliner CDU: Wer regiert, hat es leichter – die Leute nehmen nur die Leistung der Regierung wahr. Das sei ja auch anderswo so. Wer interessierte sich für Christian Wulff, als in Niedersachsen Gerhard Schröder regierte und nach ihm Sigmar Gabriel? Wer kannte Ole von Beust oder Günther Oettinger, bis sie an die Macht kamen? Sagen sie. Aber das ist zu einfach. Von Roland Koch bis Jürgen Rüttgers haben alle, die in der Union auf der Länderebene etwas geworden sind, mehr als den eigenen Kiez oder die heimatliche Scholle im Blick gehabt. Nur in Berlin reicht es, sich mit Berliner Angelegenheiten zu befassen. 

Und schon das hat bei der Berliner CDU lange gedauert. Bei einer Klausur in Hamburg haben sie sich dazu durchgerungen, Berlin als Stadt der Singles und Alleinerziehenden zu akzeptieren. Neue schulpolitische Prinzipien haben sie formuliert. Nur transportiert haben sie sie schlecht. 

Und wer es bei den bodenständigen Berliner Themen nicht lassen will, der wird nach Berliner Art polit-sozialisiert. Als Günter Nooke, der von den Grünen zur CDU gefunden hatte, diese Berliner CDU auf ein paar Hauptstadtthemen bringen wollte, haben sie ihn diszipliniert. Nooke versteht mehr von Bundespolitik als die meisten seiner Berliner Parteifreunde – aber zur Bundestagswahl verschafften sie ihm nicht einmal einen sicheren Wahlkreis. Längst haben all die, die mit dem Bundestag und den Ministerien nach Berlin gezogen sind, eines verinnerlicht: Wer hier was werden will, hat im Ortsverband anzufangen. Schrägdenker sind nicht gefragt, Querköpfe braucht die Partei nicht. Das haben die, die etwas zu sagen haben, in aller Deutlichkeit vermittelt. Nun sind sie unter sich.
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

The Independent (UK): 'Polluters' Summit: 'Industry will solve problem of global warming' 
By Rupert Cornwell in Washington 

12 January 2006 

The US, China and four of the other largest-polluting countries yesterday opened a "counter-Kyoto" conference by declaring that voluntarily adopted technological advances could solve the problem of climate change. After the first day of the Asia-Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and Climate, the US Energy Secretary, Samuel Bodman, said that even without financial incentives, coal, gas and energy companies were capable of reducing harmful emissions. 
"The people who run these companies - they do have children, they do have grandchildren; they do live and breathe in the world," Mr Bodman said at the meeting in Sydney.

But his assertions were challenged by environmentalists, who see the gathering as merely a fig leaf and a gimmick. The main purpose, the green lobby claims, is to divert attention from the refusal of the US and Australia to sign up to the Kyoto Protocol.

"The conference will fail unless it puts into place regulations and strong financial incentives for the industry to spend billions and billions of dollars on clean energy today," the Australian Conservation Foundation said.

Environmental groups insist the partnership should not focus on futuristic and untested technologies for the fossil-fuel sector - above all the coal industry - but instead direct resources to renewable and non-polluting sources, such as wind, solar and geothermal energy.
At last month's Kyoto talks in Montreal, the US was no less intransigent, committing itself in only the vaguest terms to further talks. Together the six Asia-Pacific partners - the US, China, India, Australia, Japan and South Korea - account for roughly half of the global economy.

In principle, the Asia-Pacific pact covers all "clean" energy technologies. In practice however, the focus is on coal. Mark O'Neill, head of the Australian Coal Association, said: "With global energy demand growing at a rapid rate, that demand can't be met without coal." But Mr Bodman did also stress the role of nuclear power. In the US no new nuclear station had been built for three decades, he noted. "Hopefully we can take care of business at home before we start preaching to others." 

____________________________________________________________________________

La Libération:Six des plus gros pollueurs évoquent le réchauffement climatique
par Michele Nichols

11.1.2006

SYDNEY - Réunis à Sydney, six des principaux pollueurs de la planète, Etats-Unis en tête, s'apprêtent à créer un fondspour encourager le développement de technologies "propres" afin de combattre le réchauffement climatique.

Les pays membres du Partenariat Asie-Pacifique pour le développement propre et le climat, qui, outre les Etats-Unis, comptel'Australie, le Japon, la Chine, la Corée du Sud et l'Inde, vont par ailleurs mettre sur pied huit groupes de travail avec le secteurprivé pour développer les énergies propres.

Les "Six" émettent à eux seuls la moitié des gaz à effet de serre issus de la combustion des énergies fossiles. La réunion de Sydney,qui durera deux jours, est la première du genre.

L'Australie et les Etats-Unis annonceront à cette occasion le montant de leur contribution financière à la création du fonds, aannoncé mercredi le ministre australien des Affaires étrangères, Alexander Downer, dans un entretien accordé à Reuters. Corée duSud, Japon, Chine et Inde apporteront également leur soutien.

"Le secteur privé et les gouvernements vont s'asseoir ensemble et chercher des solutions à certains de ces problèmes", a poursuivile chef de la diplomatie australienne.

"Une fois qu'ils auront mis au point ces solutions, ils reviendront vers les gouvernements avec ces recommandations et nous devronsnous pencher sur les besoins financiers qu'elles requièrent", a-t-il ajouté.

"L'INACTION COÛTE CHER"

Aux yeux des écologistes, les discussions de Sydney ne visent qu'à détourner l'attention du protocole de Kyoto, que Washington etCanberra ont rejeté de crainte que les réductions d'émission de gaz à effet de serre ne menacent leur vigueur économique.

Faute d'objectifs contraignants, contrairement au protocole de Kyoto, le pacte de Sydney est voué à l'échec, assurent sesdétracteurs.

Des manifestants rassemblés mercredi devant le centre de conférences où doit se tenir la réunion ont brûlé un buste taillé dans unbloc de charbon à l'effigie du Premier ministre australien John Howard, qu'ils accusent de sacrifier la protection de l'environnementsur l'autel du profit.

"Discuter ne coûte pas grand chose, l'inaction coûte cher! Les sales empreintes noires de l'industrie du charbon sont partout dansce pacte", a lancé Catherine Fitzpatrick, porte-parole de Greenpeace.

Les dirigeants de 80 sociétés minières et autres compagnies d'énergie telles que BHP Billiton, Exxon Mobil et Rio Tinto, assistent àcette réunion de Sydney.

"Nous allons inviter le secteur privé à faire davantage (...) parce que le problème de la réduction des gaz à effet de serre nousconcerne tous", a souligné le secrétaire américain à l'Energie, Sam Bodman, lors d'une conférence de presse avec le ministre australiende l'Industrie, Ian Macfarlane.

Les huit groupes de travail formés avec le secteur privé se pencheront respectivement sur le secteur minier, les énergiesrenouvelables, l'aluminium, le ciment, la répartition de l'énergie et sa production, ainsi que sur la construction et l'efficacité del'appareillage et des systèmes de transport. 

____________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press: Haves and Have Nots Clash over Plan to Divert River for Drought Relief
 By Michael Astor

11.1.2006
ACAUA, Brazil — The sun here is unforgiving. It cracks the parched earth into intricate spider web patterns that run beneath the scraggly brown bushes and green mandacaru cacti, whose arms stretch skyward as if begging for rain. 

Welcome to Brazil's "sertao," a semi-desert region that covers some 647,500 sq. kilometers (250,000 sq. miles) behind the thin strip verdant jungle that lines the country's northeastern Atlantic coast and just south of the Amazon rainforest. 

For centuries, getting water to the arid sertao has been an obsession for politicians and a puzzle for engineers. 

"It's kind of lousy here, but somehow we get by," said 19-year-old Luiz Olimpio da Costa, who ekes out a living farming 33 parched hectares (82 parched acres) with no electricity or running water and expects half his crops to die before harvest time. 

Now, the government of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva plans to embark on a massive 4.5 billion reals (US$2 billion; euro1.68 billion) project that would channel the waters of the Sao Francisco river -- Brazil's third largest -- across four states. 

It's an old idea. Engineers first suggested drawing water from the Sao Francisco to fertilize the backlands in 1886, when Brazil was still run by Emperor Pedro II, but the idea was dropped when the monarchy fell in 1889. 

Today, the project again is on the table -- and again under fire. Criticisms range from the possible environmental impact of rechanneling the ailing Sao Francisco, long known as "the river of national unity," to the project's high costs and whether the money wouldn't be better spent on cisterns and catchments. 

Many of Silva's critics say he's only resurrecting the plan to win votes from farmers who will benefit from extra water, and campaign contributions from the companies that will be contracted. 

Silva already is the target of a campaign-financing scandal that has engulfed the government since the former labor leader was elected Brazil's first leftist president in 2002. 

In October, a Roman Catholic bishop embarked on a hunger strike in an attempt to stop the project would syphon off just over 1 percent of the river's water -- which he considered catastrophic for the Sao Francisco and its people. 

Bishop Luiz Flavio Cappio called off his hunger strike after 11 days, when the government promised to delay construction and extend the discussion over the project. 

Cappio says diverting the water will cause the river to dry up and that the project is intended to benefit a handful of construction companies and large agribusiness concerns. Meanwhile, poor farmers will pay higher electricity costs and water bills. 

"This project will only make those already rich richer and the poor poorer," Cappio told The Associated Press. 

The World Bank has declined to support the plan, citing unanswered questions in the environmental impact study and about the likely benefits. No international investors have expressed interest. 

Silva's predecessor, President Fernando Henrique Cardoso, shelved a similar proposal, largely over the cost and technical issues. 

Supporters say the project will repeat the success of Petrolina. In the 1980s, the government channelled the Sao Francisco to irrigate farmland and transformed a dusty region into an agricultural wonderland -- producing grapes, mangoes and melons for export to the United States, Europe and Japan. 

"Before irrigation there was nothing here. All that changed over night," said Francisco Medeiros Cavalcante Jr. Cavalcante, who is getting rich on just 25 hectares (62 acres) of green farmland, growing exuberant green grapes intended for European markets. 

Even so, Cavalcante opposes the project. 

"The problem is that it is very expensive to irrigate. The subsistence farmer doesn't have the capital necessary to pay for the electricity to irrigate so it will only benefit those with some money," said Cavalcante. 

Supporters claim the project will provide water for some 12 million people, irrigate 330,000 hectares (815,430 acres), restore some 1,300 miles (2,000 kilometers) of dry river beds, and create jobs. 

"This water, that was only going to be spilled into the sea, is now going to benefit millions of northeasterners. The ones who are opposed to the project are those who have access to the water and don't want to let us have any," said Maria de Lourdes Aragao Cordeiro, 50. She is the mayor of Monteiro, a town of 30,000 people in Paraiba state, one of the first cities that would receive water under the project. 

Cordeiro says the plan goes beyond irrigation and involves distributing land to poor farmers who could take advantage of the newly available water. She says unlike the cisterns many people in her town use to collect rain water as a stop gap measure against the droughts, the project would provide a definitive solution. 

"We can't let someone's religious fanaticism stand in the way of a project that has been very well discussed and that will benefit one of the driest cities in the region," she said. 

Still, many remain skeptical. 

When the irrigation project got started in Petrolina, the government also intended the project to benefit small farmers, distributing many small lots free of charge. 

But the high costs of electricity for pumping water, fertilizers and pesticides caused farmers like Joao Batista da Silva, 68, had to abandon their land. 

"There's plenty of land around here that's not being used. I'm trying to sell mine. So why do they want to open up more areas for agriculture?" said Silva who now works as a hired hand on someone else's farm. 

Others point out that even with the project's 1,400 kilometers (900 miles) of proposed canals and tunnels, the water will still remain out of reach for many. 

"It would be better for the government to invest in cisterns and reservoirs to collect rain water. It would certainly end up costing less," said Mauricio Carmo Barbosa, who heads the Marfrense Association for Community Rural Development in Acaua. 

Barbosa points out that the transposition project won't benefit him because it won't pass anywhere near his town, which is among the poorest in Brazil, nor, for that matter will it pass by many other communities just like it. 

____________________________________________________________________________

El Economista (Mexico): Las hormigas, con avanzado método didáctico
11.1.2006

Las hormigas se enseñan determinados comportamientos entre ellas en una relación de profesor a alumno, algo inédito en el mundo animal, según revela un estudio publicado en la revista "Nature".

Londres.- Las hormigas se enseñan determinados comportamientos entre ellas en una relación de profesor a alumno, algo inédito en el mundo animal, según revela un estudio publicado hoy en la revista “Nature”.
Un grupo de científicos de la Universidad de Bristol (oeste de Inglaterra) ha descubierto que la especie Temnothorax albipennis se transmite información sobre la ruta de obtención de comida a través de un sistema de tutor y pupilo.

La técnica que utilizan es la siguiente: dos hormigas se unen la una a la otra “como si fueran en un tándem” y la primera le muestra a la segunda el camino del hormiguero a la fuente de alimento.

Las dos se hacen señales mutuas para controlar tanto la dirección como la velocidad de la marcha, explican los expertos en la revista.

Durante el trayecto, las hormigas se detienen varias veces para que la “alumna” se fije en detalles que después le permitirán recordar la ruta.

Cuando está lista para proseguir, da unos golpecitos con las antenas en las patas traseras y el abdomen de la “profesora”, que sólo entonces reanuda la marcha.

Ambas hormigas interactúan constantemente: si la distancia entre ellas se agranda demasiado, la primera desacelera y la segunda se da prisa, y a la inversa si la distancia se reduce más de lo deseado.

Según el director del equipo de investigadores, Nigel Franks, el descubrimiento de este comportamiento en las hormigas demuestra que el proceso de “enseñanza formal” no requiere un gran cerebro.

Hasta ahora se sabía que algunos animales, como los primates o los delfines, aprenden comportamientos a través de observar y copiar los actos de otros miembros del grupo.

____________________________________________________________________________

BBC: Climate culprit for frog deaths

By Rebecca Morelle

11.1.2006

The dramatic decline of some frog populations is directly connected to global warming, a new study claims. 

The scientists looked at biodiversity hotspots in Central and South America, and found compelling links between frog extinctions and changes in temperature. 

They believe the perfect conditions are being created for the spread of a fungus that is deadly to amphibians. 

The international team, reporting its findings in Nature magazine, says the impact on biodiversity is "staggering". 

Its research focused on the vividly coloured harlequin frogs ( Atelopus ) which are critically endangered. 

Between the 1980s and 1990s, almost two-thirds of the 110 known species became extinct, and a chytrid fungus ( Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis ) has been suggested as the prime suspect. 

The scientists compared the last known sightings of the frogs with recorded sea and air temperatures, and discovered strong correlations. 

They propose that climatic changes are leading to outbreaks of disease caused by the chytrid fungus. 

Mountain habitat 
The fate of amphibians has previously been connected with the chytrid fungus and climate change, but scientists were puzzled because the fungus is known as a more effective killer at lower temperatures rather than the higher temperatures usually associated with global warming. 

But scientists now believe they have unravelled the mystery. 

General warming is causing extra cloud cover over the tropical mountains favoured by the harlequin frogs. This means cooler days locally and warmer nights, providing the conditions in which the chytrid fungus thrives. 

This was further confirmed by the fact that species of frog that live at very high altitudes where temperatures are very cold, or very low altitudes where they are very hot, have a much better chance of survival than the frogs that live half-way up the mountain. 

"We have found evidence that global warming is causing widespread amphibian extinction by triggering outbreaks of disease," said lead author Dr Alan Pounds. 

"Night-time warming and day-time cooling means that you are producing conditions more favourable for the fungus," the scientist from the Monteverde Cloud Forest Preserve in Costa Rica told the BBC News website. 

He added: "We need to act quickly. Disease is the bullet killing frogs, but climate change is pulling the trigger. The bottom line is that we've got to move to cleaner energy sources." 

'Critical' need 
The chytrid fungus is found throughout the world, possibly carried by invasive species such as bull frogs. 

The fungus clings to the skins of amphibians, causing a disease called chytridiomycosis. It has been implicated in the extinctions of many species of amphibians; although how it actually kills them is unknown. 

A summit was recently held in Washington DC to discuss how to curb the global decline in amphibians; nearly a third now face extinction. 

Delegates said a better understanding of how the fungus spread and killed amphibians was critical. 

Dr Trent Garner, a research fellow at the Institute of Zoology, UK, told BBC News: "This (latest) study is significant and it generates a theory that we can now test experimentally. 

"This fungus is causing species declines throughout the world and dealing with this disease emergence requires a serious research commitment. 

"Climate change is a global phenomenon, and is causing changes in ecosystems around the world. I would imagine that there are other places, such as Australia or North America, where climate change is leading to conditions that either aid chytrid growth or immunosuppresses amphibians." 

____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Former Belgian prosecutor named as new head of UN probe into Hariri murder
11 January - Secretary-General Kofi Annan today named a former Belgian prosecutor as the new head of the United Nations investigation into last year’s assassination of Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

In a letter to the Security Council, Mr. Annan said Serge Brammertz, currently a Deputy Prosecutor with the International Criminal Court (ICC), will serve as the Commissioner of the UN International Independent Investigation Commission (IIIC) into the 14 February 2005 bombing that killed the Premier and 22 others.

A spokesman for the Secretary-General issued a statement in New York noting that Mr. Annan has taken steps to help the Lebanese Government identify the nature and scope of the international assistance needed for those charged with the crime to be tried by a tribunal of an international character.

“In near future, he will dispatch a mission to Lebanon for this purpose,” spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters. “In addition, the Secretary-General will consult with Mr. Brammertz and the Lebanese authorities regarding the most effective manner of expanding the work of the Commission to assist the Lebanese authorities to investigate other terrorist attacks since 1 October 2004.”

Mr. Brammertz succeeds Detlev Mehlis, who has been leading the IIIC since its activation in May 2005.

Through his spokesman, the Secretary-General thanked Mr. Mehlis for his “excellent work in establishing the investigation and setting it on a firm and professional footing.”

Mr. Annan also reiterated his “unwavering commitment to support the work of the Commission to fulfil its mandate to assist the Lebanese authorities to bring to justice the perpetrators of this crime,” the spokesman added.

Mr. Brammerz, who has also served on the Justice and Internal Affair Committee of the European Commission and as an advisor to the Internal Organization for Migration, will proceed to Beirut to take up his assignment “as soon as is practicable,” according to the spokesman.

The Security Council set up the IIIC after a UN mission found Lebanon's earlier investigations flawed and Syria primarily responsible for the political tension preceding the murder.

The IIIC’s latest report, released in December 2005, said that converging evidence pointed to both Syrian and Lebanese involvement in the crime, described 19 unidentified suspects of both nationalities and urged improved Syrian cooperation with the probe.

UN officials concerned at Iran’s removal of seals on uranium enrichment sites

11 January - Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the head of the United Nations International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today voiced concern about Iran’s removal of seals that block the use of

equipment and material related to uranium enrichment, saying that the nature of Tehran’s nuclear ambitions remains unclear.

IAEA inspectors predict that Agency seals at the Natanz facility and two related storage and testing locations, Pars Trash and Farayand Technique, will be completely removed by the end of today.

The Director General of the Vienna-based Agency, Mohamed ElBaradei, expressed his “serious concern about Iran’s decision to unravel the suspension of enrichment-related activities requested by the IAEA Board of Governors before the Agency has clarified the nature of Iran’s nuclear programme.”

He recalled that although the Agency has been investigating Iran’s nuclear programme for three years, a number of important issues remain unresolved due to the “less than full and prompt transparency on the part of Iran.”

Maintaining the suspension, resuming the dialogue with all concerned parties, and providing the necessary cooperation and transparency to the IAEA are conditions for a comprehensive and equitable solution that ensures Iran’s right to peaceful nuclear activities while assuring the international community of the peaceful nature of its nuclear programme, Mr. ElBaradei said.

In New York, a spokesman for the Secretary-General said he is “very concerned” by Iran’s decision to resume nuclear research.

Answering press questions, spokesman Stephane Dujarric noted that the Secretary-General has spoken frequently in recent days with Mr. ElBaradei, and the two remain in close touch.

The Secretary-General is mindful and appreciative of the efforts of France, Germany and the United Kingdom – the socalled “EU-3” – as well as Russia to find a diplomatic solution to this issue, Mr. Dujarric said, noting that those countries remain clearly in the lead on this issue.

The latest development follows a request by Iran last week that the IAEA lift the seals, which covered centrifuge components, special steel, high strength aluminium and centrifuge quality control and manufacturing equipment, as well as two cylinders containing UF6 located at Natanz. UF6 is uranium hexafluoride, which flows through the centrifuges in the enrichment process.

The seals also covered some process equipment at the Pilot Fuel Enrichment Plant at Natanz.

Iran’s Safeguards Agreement under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) authorizes the IAEA to “apply its seals and other identifying and tamper-indicating devices” as needed.

The Government said it is conducting small-scale “research and development” which required the use of the UF6 gas and centrifuges. It said these activities may also include the manufacturing of a limited number of new components, according to the IAEA.

Despite the seals’ removal, some IAEA containment and surveillance measures will continue at the Natanz facility, the agency said.

Enriched uranium can be used for peaceful purposes such as generating energy or for making nuclear weapons. Iran denies it is seeking nuclear weapons and insists that its programme is solely for civilian energy production but some countries, including the United States, contend that Tehran is trying to develop nuclear weapons.

Iran suspended all uranium enrichment and reprocessing in 2004 in the so-called Paris agreement for talks with the EU-3 to resolve issues arising out of the disclosure that it had for almost two decades concealed its nuclear activities in breach of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

UN agency warns bird flu virus could become endemic in Turkey
11 January - Bird flu could become endemic in Turkey and poses a serious risk to neighbouring

countries, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned today.

“The virus may be spreading despite the control measures already taken,” said Juan Lubroth, Senior Animal Health Officer at the Rome-based agency.

“Far more human and animal exposure to the virus will occur if strict containment does not isolate all known and unknown locations where the bird flu virus is currently present,” he added.

The agency also called on Turkey’s neighbours, such as Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Iraq, Iran and Syria to be on high alert and ensure that the public was fully informed about the risk of the highly pathogenic avian influenza virus H5N1.FAO has sent a team of experts to Turkey.

In New York, the UN’s overall bird flu coordinator, Dr. David Nabarro, praised the Turkish response to the disease but said globally more than a billion dollars was needed to help countries put bird flu programmes in place.

“The funds required by the World Bank and others in their efforts come to a total of around $1.4-$1.5 billion…we need to be looking for significantly over a billion,” Dr. Nabarro, who is the Senior UN System Coordinator for Avian and Human Influenza, said at a news conference today, while cautioning that those figures were only estimates.

Dr. Nabarro said he was hopeful that this amount would be pledged by donors at an international conference on the disease to be held in Beijing on 17 and 18 January, although this would only be a “beginning” towards what was required to fight the virus.

Two Turkish teenagers are confirmed to have died from bird flu and several other people have been hospitalized in what is to date the first outside East Asia. The European head of the World Health Organization (WHO) arrived in Ankara today to discuss the situation with Turkish authorities.

WHO said the visit by Dr. Marc Danzon, its Regional Director for Europe, aims to assure the Government of Turkey of the agency’s support in containing the outbreak.

Since January 2004, a total of 142 human cases of H5N1 infection have been reported in Viet Nam, Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia and China. Turkey reported its first outbreak of H5N1 avian influenza in poultry in mid-October of last year. That outbreak was attributed to contact between domestic poultry and migratory waterfowl.

Bird flu in Turkey following Asia's pattern of poultry-to-human transmission, UN expert says

10 January - A United Nations bird flu expert examining an outbreak in Turkey today said the disease seems to be spreading from poultry to humans as it did in Asia, and called for stepped-up efforts to monitor its course.

“There is no evidence to suggest any difference in the disease pattern than what we have previously seen for H5N1,” said Dr. Guenael Rodier, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) Special Adviser on Communicable Diseases, referring to the virus that causes avian influenza.

“More work needs to be done, however, particularly in terms of isolation in hospitals, and in the description of factors causing the spread of infection,” he told reporters via teleconference from Ankara.

Dr. Rodier cautioned that it is too early to make any final conclusions, but stressed that “the situation is very similar to the one that we have experienced in Asia.”

Transmission in Turkey, he said, appeared to be occurring among families with children. “This may mean that infection occurred because children were playing with dead or infected chickens,” said Dr. Rodier, who is leading a team of WHO and European officials in Turkey.

Various experts in veterinary science and epidemiology are investigating the reason for the outbreak. “After coordinating with the laboratory in London, we will have a better idea of the cause,” he said.

While emphasizing that the cases indicate that infection in humans has occurred due to “clear documented contact with poultry,” he cautioned that “we anticipate we could expect potential human cases if the disease is not controlled in animals.”

Another disturbing trend is the more efficient transmission from animals to humans. “With the emergence of new outbreaks, the challenge is to control the disease in animals,” said Dr. Rodier, who called for continuous efforts to monitor the situation.

“The virus in birds is unlikely to disappear quickly. Without watching, we will not be able to prevent new outbreaks.”

Border tension between Ethiopia and Eritrea has eased – UN mission

11 January - Tension on the disputed border between Ethiopia and Eritrea has eased, the United Nations said today, although restrictions on the movement of UN personnel and the Eritrean ban on UN helicopters remains.

“The military situation has seen some positive developments. We have had some reduction of tension,” the Force Commander of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) told a news conference in the region today.

Ethiopia and Eritrea fought a bitter border war between 1998 and 2000 and the two countries are now separated by the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ), which earlier this month UN officials described as “tense and potentially volatile.”

“This is my assessment: that tension has been reduced. I am not saying that there are still no tensions. I am saying that the tension levels have been reduced,” said Maj. Gen. Rajender Singh, the UNMEE Force Commander.

In November, the Security Council called on both Ethiopia and Eritrea to reduce the number of troops at the border and Major-General Singh confirmed that force levels had gone down.

On Tuesday, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Jean-Marie Guéhenno said no hasty decision would be taken on the future of its operation in the Horn of Africa countries, adding that “time had to be given for diplomacy” between Ethiopia and Eritrea.

Eritrea has increased its criticism of the UN for not forcing Ethiopia to accept the border delineated in 2002, awarding Badme – the town that triggered the border conflict – to Eritrea.

General Assembly resumes talks on Human Rights Council

11 January - The United Nations General Assembly today resumed closed-door talks on setting up the new UN Human Rights Council to replace the Commission on Human Rights, as called for by leaders meeting at the 2005 World Summit last September.

The creation of a new Council is widely seen as an opportunity to open a new chapter in the UN’s human rights work, which, though comprehensive and respected, suffered from the tainted reputation of the Commission.

The Secretary-General, who proposed the creation of the Council last March, subsequently explained that the Commission “in its current form has some notable strengths and a proud history, but its ability to perform its tasks has been overtaken by new needs and undermined by the politicization of its sessions and the selectivity of its work.”

He envisioned the Human Rights Council as a standing body, able to meet regularly and at any time to deal with imminent crises while conducting timely and in-depth consideration of related issues. National leaders meeting at the 2005 World Summit resolved to create the Council and asked the General Assembly president to conduct negotiations on the issue.

In November, Assembly President Jan Eliasson recalled that the Summit had called for dealing more effectively with key issues, including human rights. “We are now challenged to produce multilateral solutions,” he said. “And if we do not pass that test of multilateralism, I think we are facing a very bleak future.”

At this critical juncture, governments must hammer out the details of the Council’s workings. Mr. Annan has been actively engaged in diplomacy on the issue, raising the subject whenever possible and pledging to continue advocating for progress.

The new Council is one piece of human rights reform. Together with the doubling of regular budget resources for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights over the next five years, officials said the Council signals the revitalization of the Organization’s work in the field of human rights.

On General Assembly's 60th anniversary, its president calls for strong UN

10 January - Marking the 60th anniversary today of the post-World War II opening of the United Nations General Assembly in London, the body's president said that it is needed now more than ever.

“We, the Members of the Assembly, must show that we can respond decisively to the major challenges of the twenty-first century. We must meet the test of international co-operation and multilateralism which the world

now faces,” Jan Eliasson said in a statement. “We must meet the test of international co-operation and multilateralism which the world now faces.”

Pointing out some of the changes that have taken place in the Assembly over the past 60 years, he said: “In 1946, there were 51 Member States; now there are 191. In 1946, the agenda centred around the challenges facing the world in the aftermath of World War II. In the 1950s and 1960s decolonization was a major task.”

In the 60-year period, the Assembly has taken landmark decisions, ranging from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in 2000 and has overseen practical activities to promote development, democracy and human rights, protect the environment and maintain peace and security, he said.

The Assembly now has responsibilities encompassing old and new threats and challenges in international security, counter - terrorism, development and poverty reduction, communicable diseases, human rights, humanitarian assistance, nonproliferation and disarmament.

“But some defining characteristics have not changed,” Mr. Eliasson added. The General Assembly has remained the world's

only universal intergovernmental body, and last September the largest gathering ever of world leaders reaffirmed its the central role “as the chief deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the United Nations.”

Quoting the opening speaker on 10 January 1946, Ambassador Eduardo Zuleta Angel of Colombia, Mr. Eliasson said: “The whole world now awaits our decisions, and rightly ? yet with understandable anxiety ? looks to us now to show ourselves capable of mastering our problems.”

Indian general named new Force Commander for UN peacekeeping mission in Sudan

11 January - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appointed Lieutenant General

Jasbir Singh Lidder of India the new force commander of the peacekeeping UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS).

General Lidder yesterday replaced Major General Fazle Elahi Akbar of Bangladesh, who served as Military Adviser to the UN Advance Mission in the Sudan (UNAMIS) before becoming Force Commander in September 2004, Mr. Annan said in an exchange of letters with the Security Council.

As of last November UNMIS comprised 4,222 total uniformed personnel, including 3,638 troops, 362 military observers, and 222 police, supported by 511 international civilian personnel, 983 local civilians and 67 United Nations Volunteers (UNVs). Its authorized strength is at most 10,000 military personnel, including some 750 military observers, 715 police, 1,018 international civilian staff, 2,623 national staff and 214 UNVs.

Malawians need urgent food assistance as rains, winds batter the south – UN

11 January - Heavy rains and strong winds in Malawi have driven floods across fields already planted for this year’s harvest, affecting tens of thousands of people, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.

Residents of worst-hit Chikwawa and Nsanje districts were already receiving food assistance because of the poor 2004/2005 harvest, while across Malawi the national food security situation has continued to worsen, OCHA warned.

Last August, the UN and the Government declared that 4.2 million people would require food assistance through March 2006, but by the end of November that figure had swelled to just over 5 million.

To help those newly added to the list of people needing assistance, UN humanitarian agencies will require 52,700 metric tons of food over the 202,000 metric tons originally requested.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) said that while it is cooperating with the Government, the food crisis across Southern Africa and transport obstacles have created major challenges to getting food assistance into the country. But despite this, WFP has almost doubled its school feeding programme to include more than 400,000 children.

Moderate and severe malnutrition increased nationwide to 13.1 per cent in November from 7.6 per cent last October.

According to the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), admissions of severely malnourished children to 48 Nutrition Rehabilitation Units in November rose 17 per cent compared to the same period in 2004, with the highest jump – 45 per cent – occurring in the southern region. The number of admissions in November over October increased 30 per cent nationwide.

At the end of last August, the UN launched a six-month Flash Appeal for Malawi, requesting $74 million for food and nutritional assistance to support national food distribution as well as voucher schemes and cash subsidies, and to subsidize seed and fertilizers for small farmers. More than two-thirds of the way through the Appeal, just over $41 million has been received to date – or 56 per cent of what is needed, OCHA said.

As temperatures dip, UN agency gives warm clothing to young Pakistani quake survivors

11 January - As winter tightens its grip on the earthquake-affected mountainous areas near

Muzaffarabad in Pakistan-administered Kashmir, staff of the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) are

distributing warm clothing to vulnerable young survivors.

Teams from the agency recently made the difficult journey to Danna village, traveling some 30

kilometres north of Muzaffarabad city over curved roads beset by landslides.

UNHCR tents in the village provide temporary shelter to families that lost their homes and many loved ones in the 8 October earthquake that killed more than 73,000 people.

Residents have been suffering as the mercury drops. “The chilly winds make it difficult for us even to sleep at night,” said village elder Chaudry Sadiq, welcoming the warm clothing distributed by UNHCR to local children.

During the agency's drive to winterize tents in the camps around Muzaffarabad and the North West Frontier Province, some 25,000 plastic sheets, 250,000 blankets and 17,000 mattresses were distributed to more than 100,000 people. In the first phase, the agency distributed three blankets per person, two plastics sheets per tent and mattresses for sic k women and children. UNHCR, which has responsibility for camp management within the UN team, is currently supporting the Pakistan Government and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in nearly 140 earthquake relief camps housing more than 137,000 people left homeless by the quake.

During its second phase of winterization, UNHCR is distributing around 40,000 kerosene stoves to the earthquake survivors, along with fire-fighting equipment and a mass information campaign to inform camp residents of fire risks and prevention.

Top UN Kosovo envoy urges Roma to move to newlyrefurbished camp

11 January - The chief United Nations envoy to Kosovo is urging displaced persons from the country’s Roma minority to relocate from their current, lead-polluted camps to a newly-refurbished facility which opened last week, after hearing their concerns over another move to temporary dwellings.

“Of course, this is not the permanent solution, but there is no doubt that conditions are much better than what we have in the camps,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, Soren Jessen-Petersen, told Roma leaders yesterday at the Cesmin Lug Roma camp, before joining them on a tour of newly-renovated Camp Osterode, which formerly housed French troops.

He stressed that health and hygiene, electricity, water and heating were all better in the Osterode facility, children would have access to education and recreation and income-generating activities would be available.

Most of the displaced in the camps came from the main Roma neighbourhood, known as the Roma Mahalla, which was destroyed during the conflict between majority Albanians, Serbs and Yugoslav forces in 1999. The UN has administered Kosovo since NATO forces drove out the Yugoslav troops that year.

Reconstruction of the Roma Mahalla has started, with the first phase of rubble clearing completed and work on the first two buildings planned.

“There is no doubt whatsoever that what we all want to see is the permanent return to the Mahalla,” Mr. Jessen-Petersen said.

“We are working on that, and mobilizing donors for the resources needed to continue the work to rebuild the Mahallah,” he assured the Roma leaders.

UNAIDS expresses concern over arrests of men who have sex with men in India

11 January - The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) has expressed concern that the recent arrests of men who have sex with men in Lucknow, India, criminalizes the people most at risk of HIV infection possibly increases stigma and discrimination and could expand the AIDS epidemic.

UNAIDS commended the Government of India, led by the National AIDS Control Organization, for appointing officers in each state to work with people most at risk of HIV infection, such as men who have sex with men, sex workers and injecting drug users.

In this regard, it said it was encouraging the national police authorities to work closely with the organizations that support communities vulnerable to HIV infection and strengthen HIV prevention efforts.

UNAIDS stressed that in India, as in other countries where sex between men is criminalized, fear of prosecution often prevented those men from taking advantage of the information and services they needed to protect themselves from HIV infection. Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that help provide information, prevention tools, including condoms, and care needed to be able to operate fearlessly, it said.

Meanwhile, the Programme said, the newly formed Global Steering Committee comprising more than 40 senior representatives of the UN, donor and developing countries, funding agencies and HIV-infected groups, met in Washington, DC, yesterday to begin designing national “road maps” to move as close as possible to universal access to prevention and treatment methods as possible by 2010.

“Despite important gains in political leadership and financial resources for AIDS, 3 million people died from AIDS and 5 million people became newly infected with HIV last year alone. Vastly increased HIV prevention and treatment efforts are urgently needed to slow and reverse the AIDS epidemic,” UNAIDS said.

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

11 January 2006

The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
Good afternoon.

I will start off with a statement regarding the investigation into the death of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

**Statement on International Independent Investigation Commission
“The Secretary-General today sent a letter to the President of the Security Council informing the Council of his intention to appoint Serge Brammertz of Belgium as the Commissioner of the United Nations International Independent Investigation Commission into the assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.  Mr. Brammertz succeeds, as you know, Mr. Detlev Mehlis.
“Mr. Brammertz is currently the Deputy Prosecutor for Investigations of the International Criminal Court.  Before his election to that position he was the first Federal Prosecutor of the Kingdom of Belgium.
“He will proceed to Beirut to take up his assignment as soon as practicable.
“The Secretary-General wishes to thank Mr. Mehlis for his excellent work in establishing the investigation and setting it on a firm and professional footing.  He reiterates his unwavering commitment to support the work of the Commission to fulfil its mandate to assist the Lebanese authorities to bring to justice the perpetrators of this crime.
“In particular, the Secretary-General has taken steps to fulfil the mandate of Security Council resolution 1644, passed last year, to help the Lebanese Government identify the nature and scope of the international assistance needed for those charged with the crime to be tried by a tribunal of an international character.  In the near future, the Secretary-General will dispatch a mission to Lebanon for this purpose.
“In addition, the Secretary-General will consult with Mr. Brammertz and the Lebanese authorities regarding the most effective manner of expanding the work of the Commission to assist the Lebanese authorities to investigate other terrorist attacks since 1 October 2004.”
And copies of that statement are available upstairs.
** Iran
Turning to Iran, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General, Mohamed ElBaradei, expressed his serious concern about Iran’s decision to unravel the suspension of enrichment-related activities, before the Agency has clarified the nature of Iran’s nuclear programme.
Dr. ElBaradei said in a statement that maintaining the suspension, resuming the dialogue with all concerned parties, and providing the necessary cooperation and transparency to the IAEA are conditions for a comprehensive and equitable solution that ensures Iran’s right to peaceful nuclear activities, while assuring the international community of the peaceful nature of its nuclear programme.
IAEA inspectors confirmed yesterday that Iran started to remove IAEA seals on enrichment-related equipment and material at Natanz.  Based on the information currently available, the removal of Agency seals at the enrichment site of Natanz and at two related storage and testing locations will be completed by today.  The activities at that facility will continue to be covered by IAEA containment and surveillance measures.
And we have a press release from the IAEA available upstairs.
** Sudan
Turning to Sudan, the Secretary-General, in an exchange of letters with the President of the Security Council, appointed Lieutenant General Jasbir Singh Lidder of India as the new Force Commander for the United Nations Mission in Sudan.  The General replaces Major General Akbar of Bangladesh.
And those letters are available out on the racks today.
** Malawi
Turning to the situation in Malawi, heavy rains, strong winds and flooding in Malawi have worsened the food security situation there, according to the latest information from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).
In light of growing malnutrition among children, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is supporting nearly 100 nutritional rehabilitation centres throughout the country.  And the World Food Programme (WFP) has almost doubled the outreach of its school feeding programme to reach more than 400,000 children in seven districts.
Last August, the United Nations launched a six-month $74 million flash appeal for Malawi, to help improve the food situation there.  As of now, that appeal remains only 56 per cent funded.
**General Assembly
And a couple of scheduling announcements from the President of the General Assembly -- the Summit follow-up process resumes today, with informal consultations on the Human Rights Council taking place this morning and this afternoon in Conference Room 2.  These consultations will continue on Friday afternoon.  In addition, consultations on ECOSOC reform and development are scheduled for Friday morning and Monday morning, respectively.
The General Assembly President, Jan Eliasson, will take part tomorrow morning in a ceremony to mark the formal handover of the chairmanship of the Group of 77 from Jamaica to South Africa.
And the event will take place in the Trusteeship Council.  And again, that is from the General Assembly President’s Office.
**Press Conferences
Last week I mentioned that we would be having a senior official from the Department of Peacekeeping Operations as a guest at tomorrow’s noon briefing to speak to you about the situation in Haiti.  That briefing has been postponed for now, and I hope to give you a new date for that fairly soon.
At 12:45, in a about a half hour or so, David Nabarro, the United Nations System Avian Influenza Coordinator will be here to provide an update on the avian flu, especially on the latest test cases in Turkey.
And at 11:15 in this room tomorrow, Ambassador Don McKay of New Zealand, as Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will be receiving from Dr. Harold Snider, the Executive Director of Services for the Visually Impaired, a state-of-the-art Braille printer for use by the United Nations.  And copies of a media advisory are available in our office upstairs.
And I think that is it for me.  Any questions?
**Questions and Answers
Question:  I’m interested whether the United Nations has an opinion on whether a Security Council resolution to deal with an investigation in the case of Lebanon would trump the immunity of a sitting Head of State?
Spokesman:  I would not want to answer this without doing actually some research and thinking on that.  So, I’ll get back to you.
Question:  In the case of Brammertz, we understand that Mehlis informed you well in advance that he would be staying for a certain period only.  Did Brammertz make that clear as well when he was appointed, that he would stay for a limited period of time?
Spokesman:  The appointment is for six months, as the mandate of the Commission is for six months.
Question:  But the mandate of the Commission, it says in the resolution, initially is extended for six months.  And you know better than me that come June we will be looking at another extension.
Spokesman:  I don’t want to predict what will or will not happen.
Question:  [inaudible]
Spokesman:  I understand.  Mr. Brammertz will serve for the full term of the mandate.
Question:  My question is, actually, is he open?  Did he make it clear that he’s open for extension?
Spokesman:  I have no information on that.
Question:  Does that worry you at all that the continuity of the investigation will be...
Spokesman:  I think our focus needs to be on the next six months and on the investigation and the task at hand.
Question:  What is the Secretary-General’s reaction to Iran’s decision to break the seals, and does he anticipate stepping up his call for Iran to comply with the IAEA?
Spokesman:  The Secretary-General is, in fact, very concerned by Iran’s decision to resume its nuclear research.  He’s been in close touch with the IAEA Director General, Mohammed ElBaradei.  He’s spoken to him a number of times over the past few days.
The Secretary-General remains mindful and very appreciative of the efforts of the European Three -- the Germans, the French and the British -- as well as the efforts of Russia, to find a diplomatic solution on this issue.  But at this point, the IAEA remains, along with the E3, clearly in the lead in this situation.
Thank you.
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