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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Wednesday, 26 July,  2006





Other Environment News
· Ireland facing large fines if Kyoto obligations not met (Agence France Presse)
· Warm Cornish waters attract new marine life (Guardian Unlimited)
· Lethal Cyanide Spill in Ghana Outrages Gold Mining Communities (Environment News Service)
· Australian Mine Faces Layers of Lawsuits After Third Toxic Spill (Environment News Service)
· Warming to the Inconvenient Facts (Washington post)

· UK sets new date for e-waste law (BBC)

· Dérogations accordées aux centrales électriques ([image: image1.png]


Nouvelobs.COM)
· Climate Experts Warn of More Coastal Building (The New York Times)
· Moratorium on new soya crops wins reprieve for rainforest (The Independent)
· vigilance maximale maintenue (Canicule)



Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROAP
· ROLAC
· ROWA


Other UN News

· UN Daily News of  26 July  2006
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  26 July  2006
 Africa Week: Africa’s Natural Resources Key to Powering Prosperity

Africa’s leaders looking to economic priorities for the Continent should be putting the environment high on the list. Achim Steiner explains 

For report after report is now demonstrating that the sustainable management of Africa’s natural resources is one of the keys for overcoming poverty. 

Sensitively, creatively and sustainably harvested and fairly shared these resources can assist in meeting—and going far beyond—the internationally agreed development goals. 

The 20th century was an industrial age—the 21st century is becoming increasingly a biological one. 

Africa, with its natural wealth or ‘nature capital’ residing in its ecosystems-from forests up to coral reefs- can be a leading player on this multi billion dollar stage. 

Africa’s wealth of natural resources has always been an asset and has sustained her people during good and hard times. 

But their true value, the sheer scale of the wealth of Africa’s freshwaters and landscapes up to its minerals and marine resources, has been invisible in economic terms. 

Only now are we getting glimpses, only now are the real economic figures coming to the fore. 

Take the wetlands of the Zambezi River Basin. According to estimates, outlined in the new Africa Environment Outlook-2, the economic value in terms of crops and agriculture alone of these wetlands is close to $50 million a year. 

The wetlands also have other economic importance. In terms of fisheries, nearly $80 million a year and in terms of maintenance of grasslands for livestock production, over $70 million annually. 

Wetland -dependent eco tourism is valued at more than $800,000 annually and natural products and medicines associated with wetlands on the Zambezi, worth over $2.5 million a year. 

And it is not just wetlands. Take biodiversity for example and take the gorillas of the Great Lakes Region. 

The AEO-2 estimates that tourism linked with gorilla watching now brings in around $20 million a year. 

It is a point echoed across the Continent. South Africa’s coastal waters and unique wildlife are generating something like $30 billion a year in economic and tourist-based activities. 

It can be a virtuous circle. In Madagascar, where nature-based tourism is the second largest foreign exchange earner, over 40 new protected areas covering about two per cent of its land area have recently been established. 

Many of Africa’s ecosystems are not just serving the region, but the whole world. You do not have take UNEP or the AEO-2’s word for it. 

Joseph Stiglitz, the Nobel prize-winning economist, estimates that the carbon sequestration or carbon soaking value of tropical forests- such as those in the Congo River Basin-- probably equals or exceeds the current level of international aid being provided to developing countries. 

In other words it is the developing world, and some of the poorest countries, that are helping the global community by freely removing large levels of the gases causing climate change. 

Some developed countries are recognizing that debt. They are turning to creative market instruments to repay it in a way that balances the need to fight poverty with a need to sustainably manage these income-generating natural resources. 

Only some days ago France signed a debt-for-nature swap with Cameroon under which $25 million will be invested in people and in nature in the Congo River Basin. 

This is part of the wider Congo River Basin Partnership initiative, born at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, involving the basin’s six countries and a range of other governmental and non-governmental actors. 

Many countries in Africa, like the Gambia, are now mainstreaming environment into their Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers. They are also starting to turn to market instruments to balance economic concerns with environmental ones. 

Only the other week Tanzania announced, in its budget, VAT exemptions for liquefied petroleum gas in order to reduce energy production from charcoal and wood. Kenya has announced that solar panels and related equipment will be zero rated. Countries in Africa are also becoming increasingly aware of the costs of inaction--of the price economies pay for lax environmental management and ecological degradation. 

A recent study in Egypt has found that pollution and environmental damage is costing that country alone over five per cent of its GDP. AEO-2 was compiled by UNEP and researchers and scientists across Africa for the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment. 

But I sincerely believe it is essential reading for Africa’s health, planning and transport ministers up to Africa’s finance ministers and heads of state. 

For while the report is on one level a state of the environment report, it is also a pre-investment document Why?. Because it underlines how little of Africa’s natural wealth is actually being sustainably harvested. 

One figure. Africa has numerous tourist attractions, yet it contributes only four per cent annually to the multi billion dollar global tourism industry. And another. Africa’s renewable freshwater resource is, at close to 4,000 cubic km per year, about 10 per cent of the global freshwater resource and closely matches Africa’s share of the world population. 

Yet in 2005 only about five per cent of the development potential is being used for ‘industry, tourism and hydropower,” notes the report. AEO-2 is also a kind of shareholders prospectus for a promising new enterprise. 

For it sets out choices as to how Africa’s leaders, through the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), might wish to develop this natural wealth in a sustainable way. 

Africa urgently needs investment in hard infrastructure from roads and railways to ports, airports, schools and hospitals. But it equally needs investment in its soft infrastructure—in the ecosystem goods and services provided by nature. Investment to maintain and manage these natural resources well: Investment to unleash their huge economic and development potential for the benefit of the 800 million people in Africa today and for the generations to come. 

The Author is an Under Secretary General of the United Nations and the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya. ____________________________________________________________________________

ReliefWeb/OCHA:  Lebanon response OCHA situation report No. 03
Ref: OCHA/NY - 2006/0003 

FLASH APPEAL ON THE LEBANON CRISIS LAUNCHED TODAY 

1. The UN Flash Appeal for Lebanon was launched today in Beirut and New York seeking a total of $149 million US to meet the needs of some 800,000 people. The appeal covers an initial response of three months in priority areas including food, health, logistics, water and sanitation, protection and common services. As part of the appeal, $5 million is being allocated from the Central Emergency Response Fund for logistics, water and sanitation, common services and health care. 

2. The ERC Jan Egeland reiterated the call to establish humanitarian corridors in Lebanon, specifically to the ports of Beirut, Tripoli, and Tyre, as the only way for the humanitarian organizations to reach thousands of people in need of urgent relief assistance. 

3. Most of the delegations participating in the launching expressed full support for the Flash Appeal, and updated on their current humanitarian relief activities in support of the victims of the conflict. During the meeting a total of approximately US$ 200 million was reported, between in-kind and cash contributions, bilateral, contributions to ICRC, NGOs and some amounts specifically for the United Nations. A more detailed list of contributions covering the Flash Appeal will be posted in the situation report. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

4. The number of casualties and displaced persons continues to increase. Official figures report 346 dead and over 1,234 injured, the great majority civilians. Thirty-seven Israelis have been killed, about half of them civilians. 

5. Fierce fighting erupted this morning as Israeli ground forces pushed into Lebanon overnight, heading towards the Hezbollah stronghold of Bint Jbeil. Rockets continued to fall on northern Israel. Bombing continues in South Lebanon, the southern suburb of Beirut, Bekaa, Baalbek and Hermel. 

Security 

6. Heavy exchanges of fire continued along the length of the Blue Line in the last 24 hours. One unarmed UN military observer, a member of the Observer Group Lebanon, was seriously wounded by small arms fire in the patrol base in the Marun Al Ras area. There were nine other incidents of firing close to UN positions during the past 24 hours. 

7. The Israeli military hit the Rashidiyeh Palestine Refugee camp in Tyre today for the first time in its offensive, wounding 6 people. Two people were reported killed in the Israeli raid on the base of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine in the Bekaa. 

8. UNIFIL informed that at around 1045hrs (NYT) today, three GHANBATT peacekeepers were injured when shells hit their base at UN position 5-22, south of Rmeich. A potential medical evacuation to either UNIFIL HQ in Naqoura or UN position 8-18 is currently being considered. There was no further information available at this stage as to the seriousness of their injuries. Further updates and related developments will be communicated as soon as obtained. 

Humanitarian Situation 

9. The total number of affected people includes some 150,000 Lebanese, 1,000 Palestinians and 20,000 Third Country Nationals who have reached Syria. In addition, 115,000 Third Country Nationals (TCNs) from some 20 countries remain in Lebanon. 

10. As the conflict continues, food stocks in many parts of Lebanon are running low. Shortages of water are already a reality in parts of southern Lebanon due to a lack of electricity and fuel. The possibility of shortages of medical supplies in health facilities in the coming weeks is of growing concern. While medical and food stocks are available delivery is almost impossible in many parts of the country. Hospitals and medical centers are rapidly reaching the point at which they will need to be restocked. A fuel crisis is said to be imminent. 

11. An ICRC assessment noted in Tyre the number of IDPs fluctuates widely (those leaving for Beirut are replaced by people arriving from outlying areas). Water shortages are reported and hygiene conditions are poor. In Tyre District reports indicate that an estimated 110,000 people, both the displaced and residents, may soon run out of food/water. In many southern villages, dead bodies remain buried under the rubble. 

International Response 

12. The first UNICEF charter flight left Copenhagen on 22 July for the region carrying 38 tonnes of supplies, including water kits, oral rehydration salts and essential drugs. A second plane left from Luxembourg for the region on Sunday, 23 July, carrying further much needed supplies. 

13. UNHCR is positioning more than 500 metric tons of relief supplies along the Syria-Lebanon border. As part of a joint U.N. approach to the crisis, UNHCR will be responsible for protection activities as well as for shelter, site management and provision of non-food aid items. UNHCR's work will also involve border monitoring and facilitating entry for all new arrivals in Syria. 

14. Following the arrival on Sunday of the WFP's first shipment of humanitarian assistance in Lebanon, twenty-five metric tons of high energy biscuits, the agency launched an emergency operation that will reach over 300,000 people, including 50,000 people who have fled across the border to Syria. 

15. WHO, along with other health partners, is supporting the national authorities in meeting urgent needs, which include access to safe drinking water, health care, vaccines and life saving medications for the rapidly increasing number of displaced people in shelters in Lebanon and Syria. Collaboration with other health agencies is to be instituted through the health cluster mechanism. 

16. IOM's IDP team has started to arrive in Beirut today. Requests have been received from the Governments of Bangladesh, Ghana, Nepal, Moldova, Iraq, Egypt, Ethiopia, Sri Lanka, Madagascar, Paraguay, Philippines, Russia, South Africa, Sudan, Venezuela and Vietnam for evacuations of their nationals. IOM has established a presence in Larnaca to assist with the arrival of non-European nationals. 

17. The ICRC is coordinating the action of the Red Cross / Red Crescent Movement in Lebanon, in close cooperation with the Lebanese Red Cross Society, with its 2,400 volunteers, 42 ambulance stations and over 50 clinics and other medical facilities across the country, has been active since the first day of the crisis. 

18. Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation's (VVAF) Information Management and Mine Action Programs (iMMAP) will soon be deploying a specialist to Lebanon to provide emergency relief services as conflict surmounts. The United Nations Joint Logistics Center (UNJLC) and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) have asked for iMMAP's immediate assistance in emergency information management services overseas as the agency plans relief operations. 

19. OCHA's Environmental Emergencies Section (part of the joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit) is looking into deploying experts to deal with the most acute environmental issues arising from damaged industrial facilities. 

20. The International Rescue Committee (IRC) is dispatching emergency specialists to the region to assess urgent humanitarian needs. Emergency team members head to the area this week from Dubai to examine conditions for the hundreds of thousands of civilians who have been impacted by the fighting and are uprooted from their homes. The rest of the IRC's emergency response team is on standby for deployment. 

This situation report, together with additional information on the current crisis is also available on http://www.reliefweb.int 

_____________________________________________________________________________

TV5 Monde:  Pour affronter la menace, un nouveau rapport initié par le PNUE propose des stratégies liées à l'aménagement du littoral

25.7.2006

Il faut agir d'urgence pour préserver les mangroves du Pacifique qui sont aujourd'hui menacées par l'élévation du niveau des mers résultant du changement climatique qui risque de submerger de vastes étendues de ces écosystèmes précieux de grande valeur économique.

Une étude, rendue public par le Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), indique que certaines îles de la région perdront progressivement plus de la moitié de leurs forêts de mangrove d'ici la fin du siècle. Les îles les plus menacées sont les Samoa américaines, les îles Fiji, Tuvalu et les Etats fédérés de Micronésie.

L'étude, une évaluation de la vulnérabilité de 16 Etats et territoires insulaires du Pacifique qui abritent des mangroves indigènes, conclut que près de 13 pour cent de l'aire de répartition de la mangrove risque de disparaître.

Elle propose une série de recommandations à l'intention des planificateurs de l'aménagement du littoral, allant de la réduction de la pollution d'origine terrestre afin d'améliorer la santé et la résilience des mangroves existantes, à la réhabilitation des zones humides, dégradées ou perdues, où l'on trouvait des mangroves.

Le rapport note qu'il est également possible, le long de certaines sections du littoral des îles du Pacifique, d'éloigner les infrastructures et les aménagements de la côte afin de permettre aux mangroves de se répandre plus à l'intérieur.

Achim Steiner, le Directeur exécutif du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement, a déclaré : « Il existe de nombreux arguments irréfutables qui soutiennent la lutte contre le changement climatique. Les menaces auxquelles sont confrontées les mangroves du Pacifique, et donc toutes les terres basses des tropiques, nous donnent une raison de plus d'agir ».

Selon lui, « Les pays industrialisés doivent honorer leurs engagements vis-à-vis du Protocole de Kyoto, le traité international pour la réduction des émissions, comme un pas vers les réductions encore plus sévères nécessaires pour stabiliser l'atmosphère».

M. Steiner a ajouté : « Mais il faut également agir d'urgence afin d'aider les communautés vulnérables à s'adapter à l'élévation déjà observée du niveau de la mer. Le rapport offre des conseils avisés sur les différents régimes de gestion à adopter pour améliorer la santé et la résilience des zones et écosystèmes côtiers, tels que les mangroves, face aux menaces actuelles et à venir ».

Le nouveau rapport, intitulé « Les mangroves des îles du Pacifique face à un climat en évolution et la montée des mers», a été compilé par le Programme des mers régionales du PNUE, le Secrétariat du Programme d'environnement de la région du Pacifique basé à Apia (Samoa), le Conseil de gestion des pêches du Pacifique occidental (Honolulu, Etats-Unis) et plus d'une douzaine d'autres agences et organisations des îles du Pacifique.

Kitty Simonds, Directeur exécutif du Conseil de gestion des pêches du Pacifique occidental, explique qu'« à cause des liens fonctionnels entre les zones humides à mangroves et les autres écosystèmes côtiers, et à cause de leur contribution importante à la production halieutique à proximité des côtes, les gouvernements et les communautés locales des îles du Pacifique doivent impérativement agir maintenant pour assurer l'approvisionnement durable des services offerts par les écosystèmes de mangroves. Le Conseil a récemment entamé la substitution de l'ensemble de ses plans actuels de gestion des pêches par des plans intégrés, basés sur les écosystèmes, pour chaque archipel. Les conclusions et les recommandations qui découlent de cette étude contribuent à l'élaboration de ces nouveaux plans portant sur les écosystèmes halieutiques et adaptés au lieu ».

La vraie valeur économique des écosystèmes comme les mangroves ressort de plus en plus grâce à des rapports historiques tels que l'Evaluation des écosystèmes pour le millénaire, l'oeuvre de quelques 1.300 scientifiques et experts.

In the Front Line : Shoreline Protection and other Ecosystem Services from Mangroves and Coral Reefs ( « Dans la ligne de front : la protection du littoral et autres services rendus par les écosystèmes, des mangroves aux récifs coralliens ») est une autre évaluation récente et remarquable. Elle a été entreprise par de nombreuses organisations, dont le Centre mondial de surveillance continue de la conservation de la Nature du PNUE. 

Ces évaluations affirment toutes que, comme les récifs coralliens et d'autres écosystèmes terrestres et marins, les mangroves fournissent une variété de produits et services sur lesquels dépendent les populations et les industries locales, y compris le tourisme.

- Les mangroves représentent une nourricerie importante pour poissons, elles filtrent la pollution côtière et pour la population locale, constituent aussi, une source vitale de bois et autres matériaux de construction. Les habitants des îles du Pacifique en tirent également des teintures utilisées dans le traitement de textiles, de filets et de pièges à poisson. 
- La santé des mangroves a des répercussions sur la santé d'autres écosystèmes d'importance économique et biologique, comme les récifs coralliens et les herbiers marins. 
- Les mangroves jouent également un rôle de protection du littoral. En passant à travers juste 200 mètres de mangroves, 75 pour cent de la puissance d'une vague est dissipée. 
- Selon certaines estimations, les produits et les services générés par les mangroves s'élèvent en moyenne à 900.000 dollars le kilomètre carré, selon où elles se trouvent et comment elles sont exploitées. 
- Au Thaïlande, des études ont évalué le chiffre annuel à 3.5 millions le kilomètre carré et aux Samoa américaines, à un peu plus de 100.000 dollars le kilomètre carré. 
- Près de 75 pour cent des crevettes pêchées à des fins commerciales dans le Queensland en Australie sont tributaires des mangroves. 
- Une forêt de mangroves de 400 kilomètres carrés gérée durablement au Matant (Malaisie) abrite des réserves halieutiques d'une valeur annuelle de 100.000 millions de dollars. 
- Selon certaines estimations, les produits forestiers tirés des mangroves du Matang pourraient rapporter 10 millions de dollars par an. 
- Près de la moitié de l'aire de répartition mondiale de la mangrove a été perdue depuis 1990, en conséquence de la destruction des forêts pour faire place aux fermes à crevettes. Trente-cinq pour cent des pertes ont eu lieu ces deux dernières décennies.

Eric Gilman de l'Université de Tasmanie et l'auteur principal du rapport a déclaré : « Non seulement le rapport explique-t-il clairement les risques, il identifie également les besoins prioritaires pour le renforcement des capacités techniques et institutionnels au niveau national et régional. »

« Le rapport offre aussi les principaux éléments d'une stratégie, adaptée à un milieu particulier, que les administrateurs de zones côtières peuvent mettre en oeuvre dans le but de minimiser et de contrebalancer les pertes anticipées de mangroves suite au changement climatique. Ces éléments se concentrent sur une approche fondée sur la communauté et la gestion intégrée des zones côtières ainsi que la sensibilisation du public », a-t-il ajouté.

Vainuupo Jungblut, Responsable associé Ramsar au Conseil de gestion des pêches du Pacifique occidental et un des auteurs du rapport, a noté : « Un des défis majeurs auxquels doit faire face la région des îles du Pacifique est le changement climatique et la montée du niveau de la mer, ainsi que l'acclimatation aux réactions des écosystèmes côtiers à ces forces. Le défi auquel la région est confrontée est de mettre en oeuvre des mesures d'adaptation abordables et appropriées, à l'aide de ressources limitées. Ce rapport aidera les responsables de l'aménagement du territoire à évaluer la vulnérabilité et à identifier les techniques d'adaptations les plus appropriées. »

Hanneke Van Lavieren du Programme des mers régionales du PNUE, qui a également contribué à la rédaction du rapport, a noté que : « Le Sommet mondial sur le développement durable a en 2002 fixé une cible ambitieuse, (réduire significativement la déperdition de la biodiversité d'ici 2010) comme contribution à la lutte contre la pauvreté et à la recherche de la prospérité. Nous espérons que ce nouveau rapport et ces recommandations relatives aux mangroves et aux changements climatiques jouera un rôle dans la réalisation de cet objectif de biodiversité dans le Pacifique ».
____________________________________________________________________________
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Un informe del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente señala que el Pacífico podría perder hasta un 13 por ciento de sus manglares de humedales por el incremento en el nivel de los mares asociado con el calentamiento global.

Un informe de Naciones Unidas estima que algunas islas del Pacífico podrían perder la mitad de sus manglares de humedales hacia fines de este siglo. Son terrenos de enorme valor económico, ecológico y cultural que desaparecerían por el incremento en el nivel de los mares asociado con el calentamiento global, aunque también han sido diezmados por la acción humana.
Un reciente informe del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) señala que el Pacífico podría perder hasta un 13 por ciento de sus manglares de humedales por el incremento en el nivel de los mares asociado con el calentamiento global, dado que los obstáculos naturales y artificiales de la costa ya no les permitirán seguir retrocediendo, según informa SciDev.Net. 
Las más perjudicadas serán las islas de la Samoa Americana, Fiji, Tuvalu y los Estados Federados de Micronesia, que hacia 2100 se quedarían con menos de la mitad de sus joyas silvestres.
Los manglares, terrenos colmados de esteros y árboles, crecen sobre la costa en las zonas tropicales y subtropicales, marcando el límite entre el mar y la tierra, y quedan parcialmente sumergidos cuando sobrevienen las grandes mareas. Para las comunidades locales, son un reservorio natural de peces, madera y drogas medicinales. 
Según el informe del PNUMA, los productos y servicios derivados de los manglares tienen un valor económico anual estimado entre 200 mil y 900 mil dólares por hectárea. Diversos estudios demostraron que a medida que esos terrenos disminuyen, la pesca local se ve cada vez más afectada. Los manglares también protegen la zona costera de tormentas y grandes oleadas. 
Phan Nguyen Hong, jefe de la División de Investigación de Ecosistemas de Manglares de la Universidad Nacional de Vietnam, explicó a SciDev.Net que la pérdida de manglares por el ascenso de los mares es preocupante, aunque destacó que la acción humana directa, como por ejemplo la transformación de esos terrenos en factorías de camarones, ya ha tenido un impacto enorme sobre su conservación.
El investigador explicó que en Vietnam quedan sólo 165 mil hectáreas de manglares de las 408.500 que había hasta mediados de siglo. "Ahora el gobierno reconoce la gravedad del problema y decidió recuperarlas, porque en las últimas tormentas los pobladores más afectados fueron los de zonas que se quedaron sin manglares", comentó Nguyen Hong a SciDev.Net y agregó que replantar mangles atemperaría los efectos del ascenso de los mares, contribuyendo a recuperar la pesca de frutos de mar. Fuente: Agencia de Noticias Científicas y Tecnológicas. 
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News Press: Le changement climatique menace les mangroves de l'Océan pacifique 

AUTEUR: PNUE - Programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement 

 25.7.2006

Pour affronter la menace, un nouveau rapport initié par le PNUE propose des stratégies liées à l'aménagement du littoral

Il faut agir d'urgence pour préserver les mangroves du Pacifique qui sont aujourd'hui menacées par l'élévation du niveau des mers résultant du changement climatique qui risque de submerger de vastes étendues de ces écosystèmes précieux de grande valeur économique.

Une étude, rendue public par le Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), indique que certaines îles de la région perdront progressivement plus de la moitié de leurs forêts de mangrove d'ici la fin du siècle. Les îles les plus menacées sont les Samoa américaines, les îles Fiji, Tuvalu et les Etats fédérés de Micronésie.

L'étude, une évaluation de la vulnérabilité de 16 Etats et territoires insulaires du Pacifique qui abritent des mangroves indigènes, conclut que près de 13 pour cent de l'aire de répartition de la mangrove risque de disparaître. 

Elle propose une série de recommandations à l'intention des planificateurs de l'aménagement du littoral, allant de la réduction de la pollution d'origine terrestre afin d'améliorer la santé et la résilience des mangroves existantes, à la réhabilitation des zones humides, dégradées ou perdues, où l'on trouvait des mangroves.

Le rapport note qu'il est également possible, le long de certaines sections du littoral des îles du Pacifique, d'éloigner les infrastructures et les aménagements de la côte afin de permettre aux mangroves de se répandre plus à l'intérieur.

Achim Steiner, le Directeur exécutif du Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement, a déclaré : « Il existe de nombreux arguments irréfutables qui soutiennent la lutte contre le changement climatique. Les menaces auxquelles sont confrontées les mangroves du Pacifique, et donc toutes les terres basses des tropiques, nous donnent une raison de plus d'agir ».

Selon lui, « Les pays industrialisés doivent honorer leurs engagements vis-à-vis du Protocole de Kyoto, le traité international pour la réduction des émissions, comme un pas vers les réductions encore plus sévères nécessaires pour stabiliser l'atmosphère».

M. Steiner a ajouté : « Mais il faut également agir d'urgence afin d'aider les communautés vulnérables à s'adapter à l'élévation déjà observée du niveau de la mer. Le rapport offre des conseils avisés sur les différents régimes de gestion à adopter pour améliorer la santé et la résilience des zones et écosystèmes côtiers, tels que les mangroves, face aux menaces actuelles et à venir ».

Le nouveau rapport, intitulé « Les mangroves des îles du Pacifique face à un climat en évolution et la montée des mers», a été compilé par le Programme des mers régionales du PNUE, le Secrétariat du Programme d'environnement de la région du Pacifique basé à Apia (Samoa), le Conseil de gestion des pêches du Pacifique occidental (Honolulu, Etats-Unis) et plus d'une douzaine d'autres agences et organisations des îles du Pacifique.

Kitty Simonds, Directeur exécutif du Conseil de gestion des pêches du Pacifique occidental, explique qu'« à cause des liens fonctionnels entre les zones humides à mangroves et les autres écosystèmes côtiers, et à cause de leur contribution importante à la production halieutique à proximité des côtes, les gouvernements et les communautés locales des îles du Pacifique doivent impérativement agir maintenant pour assurer l'approvisionnement durable des services offerts par les écosystèmes de mangroves. Le Conseil a récemment entamé la substitution de l'ensemble de ses plans actuels de gestion des pêches par des plans intégrés, basés sur les écosystèmes, pour chaque archipel. Les conclusions et les recommandations qui découlent de cette étude contribuent à l'élaboration de ces nouveaux plans portant sur les écosystèmes halieutiques et adaptés au lieu ».

La vraie valeur économique des écosystèmes comme les mangroves ressort de plus en plus grâce à des rapports historiques tels que l'Evaluation des écosystèmes pour le millénaire, l'oeuvre de quelques 1.300 scientifiques et experts.

In the Front Line : Shoreline Protection and other Ecosystem Services from Mangroves and Coral Reefs ( « Dans la ligne de front : la protection du littoral et autres services rendus par les écosystèmes, des mangroves aux récifs coralliens ») est une autre évaluation récente et remarquable. Elle a été entreprise par de nombreuses organisations, dont le Centre mondial de surveillance continue de la conservation de la Nature du PNUE. 

Ces évaluations affirment toutes que, comme les récifs coralliens et d'autres écosystèmes terrestres et marins, les mangroves fournissent une variété de produits et services sur lesquels dépendent les populations et les industries locales, y compris le tourisme.

- Les mangroves représentent une nourricerie importante pour poissons, elles filtrent la pollution côtière et pour la population locale, constituent aussi, une source vitale de bois et autres matériaux de construction. Les habitants des îles du Pacifique en tirent également des teintures utilisées dans le traitement de textiles, de filets et de pièges à poisson. 

- La santé des mangroves a des répercussions sur la santé d'autres écosystèmes d'importance économique et biologique, comme les récifs coralliens et les herbiers marins. 

- Les mangroves jouent également un rôle de protection du littoral. En passant à travers juste 200 mètres de mangroves, 75 pour cent de la puissance d'une vague est dissipée. 

- Selon certaines estimations, les produits et les services générés par les mangroves s'élèvent en moyenne à 900.000 dollars le kilomètre carré, selon où elles se trouvent et comment elles sont exploitées. 

- Au Thaïlande, des études ont évalué le chiffre annuel à 3.5 millions le kilomètre carré et aux Samoa américaines, à un peu plus de 100.000 dollars le kilomètre carré. 

- Près de 75 pour cent des crevettes pêchées à des fins commerciales dans le Queensland en Australie sont tributaires des mangroves. 

- Une forêt de mangroves de 400 kilomètres carrés gérée durablement au Matant (Malaisie) abrite des réserves halieutiques d'une valeur annuelle de 100.000 millions de dollars. 

- Selon certaines estimations, les produits forestiers tirés des mangroves du Matang pourraient rapporter 10 millions de dollars par an. 

- Près de la moitié de l'aire de répartition mondiale de la mangrove a été perdue depuis 1990, en conséquence de la destruction des forêts pour faire place aux fermes à crevettes. Trente-cinq pour cent des pertes ont eu lieu ces deux dernières décennies.

Eric Gilman de l'Université de Tasmanie et l'auteur principal du rapport a déclaré : « Non seulement le rapport explique-t-il clairement les risques, il identifie également les besoins prioritaires pour le renforcement des capacités techniques et institutionnels au niveau national et régional. »

« Le rapport offre aussi les principaux éléments d'une stratégie, adaptée à un milieu particulier, que les administrateurs de zones côtières peuvent mettre en oeuvre dans le but de minimiser et de contrebalancer les pertes anticipées de mangroves suite au changement climatique. Ces éléments se concentrent sur une approche fondée sur la communauté et la gestion intégrée des zones côtières ainsi que la sensibilisation du public », a-t-il ajouté.

Vainuupo Jungblut, Responsable associé Ramsar au Conseil de gestion des pêches du Pacifique occidental et un des auteurs du rapport, a noté : « Un des défis majeurs auxquels doit faire face la région des îles du Pacifique est le changement climatique et la montée du niveau de la mer, ainsi que l'acclimatation aux réactions des écosystèmes côtiers à ces forces. Le défi auquel la région est confrontée est de mettre en oeuvre des mesures d'adaptation abordables et appropriées, à l'aide de ressources limitées. Ce rapport aidera les responsables de l'aménagement du territoire à évaluer la vulnérabilité et à identifier les techniques d'adaptations les plus appropriées. »

Hanneke Van Lavieren du Programme des mers régionales du PNUE, qui a également contribué à la rédaction du rapport, a noté que : « Le Sommet mondial sur le développement durable a en 2002 fixé une cible ambitieuse, (réduire significativement la déperdition de la biodiversité d'ici 2010) comme contribution à la lutte contre la pauvreté et à la recherche de la prospérité. Nous espérons que ce nouveau rapport et ces recommandations relatives aux mangroves et aux changements climatiques jouera un rôle dans la réalisation de cet objectif de biodiversité dans le Pacifique ».

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Bahama Journal: Ecologist Calls For EIA Legislation

By Quincy Parker 

26.7.2006

Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana and Belize are some countries in the Caribbean that have Environmental Impact Assessment legislation – The Bahamas has a draft Act that contains these regulations, but the Act has not yet been brought to parliament.

One local practitioner has called for the terms of EIAs to be legislated, and bemoaning the absence of an environmental auditing regime; institution of environmental regulation is, in his view, "an urgent undertaking that should demand our immediate attention."

Ecologist Romauld Ferreira, whose firm conducts EIAs, explained that under an environmental auditing regime, an external professional audits a company’s performance in accordance with that company’s "environmental management system."

"I believe that all risks from development can be managed," Mr. Ferreira said. "And I think Bahamians have the wherewithal to manage them."

In order to manage these risks, however, Mr. Ferreira is calling for "teeth" in The Bahamas’ environmental legislation. 

"There’s nothing wrong with Atlantis – we could build a hundred Atlantis-type developments. It’s managing that risk [that’s the issue]. And how do you go about it? Well, you can’t have the fox watching the henhouse," Mr. Ferreira said.

"You need an independent body, whether private or public sector, and that’s what it’s about. So I’m not [someone] who believes we should all be dancing the hula and climbing coconut trees. Nonsense. We should be developing our resources."

Citing the United Nations Convention on Environment and Development (UNCED) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Mr. Ferreira is continuing to decry the absence of regulatory teeth in The Bahamas’ environmental legislation.

Mr. Ferreira noted that the EIA concept has its roots in UN Council for Sustainable Development (1977). By the time the Earth Summit took place in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, the need for principles to guide sustainable development had become apparent.

"One of the key principles is that the terms of the EIA should be legislated. In other words, whether or not one conducts an EIA based on the project size or type of project should be mandated by law – that’s very important, because a project under a certain size really should have an EIA, but that has to be done by law," Mr. Ferreira said.

"There is a clear and present danger by not (legislating the terms of an EIA), and that is that you can require one person who is doing project A to have an EIA and another comes along, and does project B – which is identical to project A – and [he or she is] not required to have it. A person may feel victimized because EIAs are an expensive proposition."

Mr. Ferreira quoted UNCED Principle 17, which states that the EIA is a "national instrument" that should be undertaken for projects with potential environmental impact and are subject to a "competent national authority," which in The Bahamas would be the Bahamas Environment Science and Technology Commission. 

The follow-up conference, held in Barbados in 1994, cited the need for "small island developing states" to develop national and local environmental regulations. The UN called for "specific legislation for appropriate environmental impact assessments for both public and private sector developments."

"We have a BEST Commission, which is the competent national authority; what we don’t have is the legislation. So we only have one piece of the puzzle," Mr. Ferreira said.

He cited Principle 2 of UNEP, which states that "the criteria and procedures for determining whether an activity is likely to significantly affect the environment, and is therefore subject to an EIA, should be defined clearly by legislation, regulation or other means so that subject activities can be quickly and surely identified, and EIA can be applied as the activity is being planned."

What’s missing, according to Mr. Ferreira, is a requirement that EIAs be done for any project – public or private – that is over a certain size, which should be defined by law.

Another missing component, he said, is an environmental auditing system.

"For example, look at what happened in Bimini – the total clear-cutting of that portion of Bimini (being used for Floridian Gerardo) Capo’s development. Disaster. Well what’s the penalty for that? What penalty should be applied for someone who does that? I’m sure BEST Commission did not give them permission to do that," he said.

"Same thing with the Ginn [Company] – those thousands of acres in Grand Bahama cleared down. Not even a "shepherd needle" standing. What is the penalty for that? The penalties have to be appropriate or else it becomes a cost of doing business."

Mr. Ferreira called for penalties that developers who transgress the requirements of the EIA will "feel."

_____________________________________________________________________________

Brazil-Arab News Agency: Arabs and South Americans set agenda of meetings

Alexandre Rocha*
25.7.2006

Government representatives from the two regions met in Caracas, capital of Venezuela, last week. They decided the dates and places of the next sectorial events following the Summit for South American and Arab Countries.
São Paulo - Government representatives from Arab and South American countries established last week, during a meeting in Caracas, the next follow-up activities of the Summit for South American and Arab Countries, held in Brasilia in 2005. They decided, for example, that a meeting of ministers in the social field of the two regions is going to take place next year.

The representatives recommended also organising a meeting for ministers of the Environment in February 2007, parallel to the next conference of the United Nations Environment Programme, in Nairobi, capital of Kenya.

The committee formed to follow-up the cooperation in the cultural area will meet before the end of 2006 with representatives from Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, Morocco, Venezuela and the Arab League. The committee in the economic field will also have its first meeting before the end of the year and will count on members form Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela, Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Kuwait, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Palestine, Saudi Arabia and Sudan.

Also in the cultural sector, representatives from the national libraries of Algeria and Brazil and the Ayacucho Library, of Venezuela, decided to publish up to the end of the year a trilingual version of the book "O deleite do espantoso em tudo que é maravilhoso" ("Enjoying the amazement at every extraordinary thing", in a free translation), written on the 19th century by the Arab Iman Al-Baghdadi and translated to Portuguese by Paulo Farah, Arabic professor at the University of São Paulo (USP).

In the economic sector, representatives from Morocco suggested that the next ministerial meeting takes place in Rabat, capital of the country, between April and May 2007.

According to Ânuar Nahes, diplomat in charge at the Brazilian Foreign Office for the summit's follow-up activities, the great gain of the Caracas meeting was the easiness with which decisions were taken, which shows that there already is a good bonding between the two sides. "The political bridge was created. We, for example, already know what interests the Arabs, and they know what are our limitations," he remarked.

According to him, establishing a stricter agenda of meetings will result in concrete activities. The next meeting of representatives from the governments of the two blocs, similar to the one in Caracas, will take place in six months.

____________________________________________________________________________

Business Wire: CyPlus GmbH Cyanide Production Facility Certified Under International Cyanide Management Code 



DATELINE: WASHINGTON July 24, 2006

The International Cyanide Management Institute (ICMI) announced today that the CyPlus GmbH cyanide production facility in Wesseling, Germany has been certified as compliant with the International Cyanide Management Code (Code). 

ICMI has received and accepted a Detailed Audit Findings Report prepared by an independent professional third-party auditor who evaluated this operation against ICMI's Verification Protocol and found it in full compliance with the Code's Principles and Standards of Practice. A summary of the audit report is available on the Signatory Companies Page on the ICMI web site: www.cyanidecode.org. This operation must be re-audited every three years hereafter to evaluate continuing compliance with the Code.

The Code is a voluntary industry program for companies involved in the production of gold using cyanide and companies producing and transporting this cyanide. It was developed under the aegis of the United Nations Environment Programme by a multi-stakeholder Steering Committee. The Code is intended to complement an operation's existing obligation to comply with the applicable laws and regulations of the political jurisdictions in which the operation is located.

ICMI has been established to administer the Code, promote its adoption, evaluate its implementation, and manage the certification process. A detailed list of the operations covered by signatory companies' applications, along with the full text of the Code and its implementing and administrative documents, are available at www.cyanidecode.org.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News

Agence France Presse: Ireland facing large fines if Kyoto obligations not met 
Source: Agence France-Presse English Wire Date: July 25, 2006 

DUBLIN, July 25, 2006 (AFP) - Ireland will have to pay tens of millions of euros in fines each year and drastically reduce its carbon gas emissions by 2012 to fulfil its Kyoto treaty obligations, the Irish Times said Tuesday. 

Environment Minister Dick Roche told the daily newspaper the Irish Republic would have to reduce its emissions from seven million tonnes a year between 2008 and 2012 -- or 10 percent of its total output -- not to default its pledges in the 1997 UN treaty. 

The government released figures this week showing it has already cut emissions of greenhouse gas thought to contribute to global warming by eight million tonnes and was on track to meet treaty targets. 

But The Irish Times said: "This reduction is largely accounted for by the increase use of natural gas, the closure of Irish Fertilisers, and Irish Steel, and reductions forced by the EU un the size of the national cattle herd." 

The boom in Ireland's Celtic Tiger economy in the last decade, the increase in car usage and decline in public transport compared with population surges are being blamed for hampering Dublin's environmental efforts. 

___________________________________________________________________________

Guardian Unlimited: Warm Cornish waters attract new marine life 

Mark Oliver and agencies 
Tuesday July 25, 2006
 


The UK's heatwave has been attracting some rather unusual fans - giant ocean sunfish, so called because of their habit of 'sunbathing' on the surface of the ocean.

It emerged today that marine researchers spotted 19 of the species - the world's largest bony fish - during a two hour survey off the south-west tip of Cornwall last week.

Sunfish are curious, oval-shaped creatures that can grow up to 11 feet in length and have a penchant for lying on the sea surface on their sides, as if sunbathing. They can weigh more than two tonnes and have unusual short tail fins.

The fish are generally thought to prefer warm and temperate waters in the eastern Pacific and western Atlantic. The increasing number of sightings of sunfish, or Mola mola, in the UK in recent years has been interpreted by some as further evidence of the rising temperatures of British waters.

Sunfish are believed to be mostly solitary and feed mainly on jellyfish, so scientists were interested to find so many together. Younger sunfish are more likely to form groups.

Researchers from the University of Exeter's School of Biosciences, the Marine Conservation Society and Cornwall Wildlife Trust spotted the sunfish while surveying the Cornish coast.

"This sudden influx of these beautiful, giant fish was a fantastic surprise," Dr Brendan Godley, senior lecturer at the University of Exeter Cornwall Campus, told the Press Association.

"We only spotted the sunfish lying on their side at the surface so there may have been more below the waves.

"This is the first time we have spotted them during our surveys, and we think they have arrived here in order to take advantage of anticipated jellyfish blooms as the summer sea temperatures rise."

It is not completely understood why the sunfish appear to sunbathe but one explanation is that they come to the surface to allow birds, such as gulls, to pick parasites from their rough skin.

The sunfish can leap out of the water, like sharks, which they are sometimes confused with because of their dorsal fins.

A four-year-old boy was flattened by a sunfish in August last year, off the coast of Little Haven, Pembrokeshire, when it leapt from the sea into his dad's boat. The boy and his brother managed to roll the creature off and back into the sea.

Last Thursday's survey off the Cornish coast also detected basking sharks, porpoises, seals and jellyfish. Previous surveys have also recorded bottlenose and common dolphins.

The monthly aerial surveys, which are funded by the European Social Fund with additional support from the MCS, began in January. They aim to monitor the different species of marine wildlife visiting Cornwall's waters.

___________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: Lethal Cyanide Spill in Ghana Outrages Gold Mining Communities
By Mike Anane 
ACCRA, Ghana, July 25, 2006 (ENS) - Residents of Dumasi and surrounding villages in Ghana’s western region are demanding a total audit of all operations of the Canadian-owned mining company Bogosu Gold Ltd. The gold mines are located 200 kilometers (120 miles) west of the capital, Accra. 

Speaking on behalf of the people of Dumasi, Chief Nana Korchie said, "Bogosu Gold Ltd. has been operating in their communities with impunity for the past years extracting gold with little regard for the environment, health and well-being of local people and this is the moment to say enough is enough to our problematic neighbor." 

Chief Korchie explained that the grievances of residents of Dumasi and surrounding villages stretch back many years. But the last straw that broke their back is the cyanide spill which occurred on June 16, 2006. 

For the second time in two years, cyanide from Bogosu Gold’s new tailings dam washed into the Ajoo stream, the only stream left in the community. The deadly chemical killed fish, crabs and lobsters and polluted the stream, which is the source of drinking water for the Dumasi community and its environs. 

Chief Korchie said some unsuspecting residents of Dumasi harvested the dead fish and crabs floating in the Ajoo stream and ate them before they had information about the cyanide spill. Some of the villagers along the Ajoo stream drank from the stream before they were told that the water was contaminated with cyanide, which is used to extract gold from ore. 

This is the second time in less than two years that Bogosu Gold Ltd. has been responsible for a cyanide spill that has endangered lives and the environment at Dumasi. 

“In the previous cyanide spill on October 2004 in Dumasi, two pipes decoupled at a joint at the same tailings dam belonging to Bogosu Gold Ltd. and cyanide spilled killing fish and wildlife in the same Ajoo stream and river Apepre which flow into the big river Ankobra," said Chief Korchie. 

Virtually all life forms in the Ajoo stream and river Apepre and its tributaries were killed, and some residents fell ill when they drank from the polluted water and ate some of the dead fish. Several communities including Dumasi were left without drinking water and their sources of livelihood, but Bogosu Gold Ltd. has paid no compensation to the affected communities. 

"Two years on, little appears to have changed in terms of the company’s disregard for the environment and rights of communities in which it operates, and here we are with another cyanide spill from the same mining company," Chief Korchie lamented. 

The producing company is Golden Star, headquartered in Littleton, Colorado, but incorporated in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Golden Star's main properties are in Ghana where it owns 90 percent of the Bogosu/Prestea open-pit gold mine; 10 percent is owned by the Ghanaian government. The company also owns 45 percent of the Prestea underground mine, 45 percent is owned by Prestea Gold Resources, and 10 percent by the government of Ghana, as well as other properties. 

Over the years, large tracts of land belonging to the people of Dumasi have been taken over by Bogosu Gold, depriving farmers of Dumasi of their means of livelihood. The land takeovers have increased the unemployment rate in the town and deepened the poverty of the surrounding communities. 

The chief accused Bogosu Gold of constructing one of their mining pits at the headwaters of six streams, a situation he says has caused streams such as Akyesua, Nana Nyabua, Worawura, Abogyese and others to dry up. 

"My brother, we are fed up with Bogosu Gold Ltd. We are therefore calling on the government to immediately conduct a total audit of the operations of Bogosu Gold Ltd. This should include thorough investigations of all human rights abuses and environmental crimes committed by the company against communities in which it operates," Chief Korchie said. 

In his Accra office, Magnus Adja Kodjo, public affairs manager of Bogosu Gold, confirmed the cyanide spill on June 16. However, he claims that the damage and dangers to the community and the environment were minimal. 

He explained that the spillage of cyanide used to extract gold from crushed rock occurred when a joint on the main tailings returning pipe carrying tailings from the processing plant into the tailings dam was disengaged. Cyanide-laden tailings spurted out into the environment. 

Kodjo claims that soon after the breach was detected, company officials informed members of the Dumasi community about the cyanide spill. 

"The community members were requested subsequently not to use water from the Ajoo stream for any purpose and also not to consume any fish, either live or dead, from the stream until otherwise notified," Kodjo said. 

The stream was flushed with neutralizing chemicals such as hydrogen peroxide, Kodjo said, adding, "We are confident that the contamination has been substantially contained to the immediate area." 

He said the company was quick to enlist support of the district Environmental Protection Agency, whose officers inspected the site and expressed satisfaction with the way the company handled the situation. 

Nana Andoh, head of the mining department at the Ghana Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) also confirmed the cyanide spill. He said the EPA will not be able to say anything about the extent of damage caused by the cyanide until they have analyzed water samples and dead fish pulled from the Ajoo stream and river Apepre. 

“We are taking the samples to three different laboratories in the country, and we would come out with our report when the laboratory analysis is completed. We are, however, monitoring the situation," Andoh said. 

He said that the EPA had, as a matter of urgency, directed Bogosu Gold Ltd. to provide adequate potable water to all affected communities downstream of the point of cyanide discharge. 

Reacting to claims by Dumasi residents that the company's operations have resulted in the death of six streams, depriving villagers of drinking water, Kodjo explained that the company had constructed boreholes for the affected communities. 

“We also provide them daily with water from water tankers and we are constructing a water treatment plant for the community,” Kodjo said. 

But residents interviewed at Dumasi contested this angrily, saying that when they boil their plantains and cassava with the water from Bogosu Gold's boreholes, the food turns dark blue. 

This was corroborated by Andoh of the Ghana EPA, who attributed the dark blue coloration of to the high iron content in the water in the boreholes. 

At nearby Prestea township in western Ghana, where Bogosu Gold has another mine, residents and medical authorities at Prestea government hospital are seething with discontent. They say Bogosu Gold operations have devastated a spring and deprived thousands of drinking water, including the hospital. 

Prestea residents complain that Bogosu Gold is mining too close to the town and the vibrations from the blasting of rocks have cracked the foundations of buildings in the area. 

The situation in Prestea has exploded into violence. On June 15, 2005, seven people were shot and wounded by a combined team of the police and the military when members of the affected communities took to the streets to protest against the increasing human rights violations and environmental abuse by Bogosu Gold. 

More than a year later, the Prestea spring that Bogosu Gold covered with waste rock has not been uncovered. The company is still mining too close to the town and the noise and vibrations from their blasting activities have worsened and become unbearable for the communities. 

"But the regulatory agencies still look on unconcerned,” said Eric of the Concerned Citizens of Prestea, who declined to give his last name. 

Officials in both Prestea and Dumasi accuse state regulatory agencies of presiding over the destruction of entire river systems and livelihoods. 

“We are shocked and dismayed that despite the frequency and scale of the cyanide spills and other human rights violations meted out to communities by Bogosu Gold Ltd., these state regulatory agencies keep rejecting calls to impose tougher rules and fines on the company," Chief Korchie said. 

“It has been two years now since the previous cyanide spill occurred at Dumasi and none of the state regulatory agencies has come out with a report on the incident," he said. 

Joshua Awuku, executive director of the environmental group Earth Service said, "It is no secret that Bogosu Gold Ltd.’s operations are causing too much misery and suffering in Prestea and Dumasi and we cannot continue to behave like ostriches and pretend that all is well." 

At Bogosu Gold, Kodjo discounted these accusations, claiming that the company's impact in Prestea and Dumasi has been grossly exaggerated. 

“Bogosu Gold Ltd. is a responsible company, and it remained committed to dialogue with the people of Dumasi and Prestea and surrounding villages,” Kodjo said. 

But Dumasi and Prestea residents reject this claim. They say that over the years they have collectively organized and repeatedly complained to Bogosu Gold about the increasing environmental degradation and human rights violations that they were experiencing as a result of the company’s operations in their communities. 

They say Bogosu Gold brought in the military to brutalize them anytime they protested. They accused the company of using the military and the company’s own security to provoke social instability and insecurity in the affected communities through threats and intimidations and firing on unarmed protestors. 

Some mining company executives are worried that Bogosu Gold Ltd.’s repetitive cyanide spill will dent the public’s confidence in the mining industry’s ability to manage its environmental impact. 

Suleiman Koney of the Ghana Chamber of Mines acknowledges this possibility. He explains that such incidents are worrying, especially when the Ghana mining industry just had their annual general meeting where key industry players extolled the virtues of the mining industry. 

Koney said, “Such incidents, of course, are completely unacceptable to the communities and to the mining industry. We have a code of conduct and we have asked Bogosu Gold Ltd. to send us a report. We are also in touch with the Environmental Protection Agency and we have also asked them for a report." 

Owusu Koranteng, executive director of the Wasssa Association of Communities Affected by Mining, believes that the spate of cyanide spills in Ghana is indicative of bad mining practices. 

He said Ghana has recorded more than nine cyanide spills since the liberalization of the mining sector, and this has affected community livelihoods, with tremendous impacts on women in particular. 

Monica Yeboah of FIAN Ghana, an affiliated section of FIAN International, the Food First Information and Action Network based in Heidelberg, Germany, warns that concern is rising about the increasing violation of the right to water in Dumasi and Prestea, as a result of Bogosu Gold's operations there. 

“It is worth noting that Ghana is a state party to the international covenant on economic social and cultural rights and is therefore obliged to respect, protect and fulfill the right to water," Yeboah said. 

"The restoration of sustainable livelihoods and the protection of clean water for the communities affected by Bogosu Gold Ltd.’s operations are therefore imperative for both government and the company,” she cautions. 

For many, transnational gold mining companies in Ghana are increasingly becoming controversial over the years for their lack of environmental controls and violations of human rights. Many believe that tough laws and fines may be the only way to deal with recalcitrant mining companies and the many human rights and environmental crimes they inflict on communities in which they operate. 

Akosua Akyea, a 28 year old farmer and mother of six, and her neighbors want the old days back - with clean water, healthy farm produce and a future to look forward to. 

"All that we are asking for is a total audit of all the operations of Bogosu Gold Ltd. Enough is enough, the party is over and it's time for Bogosu Gold Ltd. to remove the mask. When the forests are gone and the rivers are dry and the air is fouled, of what good is gold?" she asks, as tears well up in her eyes. 

Golden Star is in the midst of a major expansion at the Bogosu/Prestea mine. On June 29, the company stated that "positive progress" is being made on a sulfide expansion project at the mine. When the expansion project is completed late in the third quarter of 2006, it will be the largest of its type in the world. 

For technical and historical information about the Bogosu/Prestea Mine, visit Golden Star Resources online at: http://www.gsr.com/Operations/Index.asp
____________________________________________________________________________

Environment News Service: Australian Mine Faces Layers of Lawsuits After Third Toxic Spill
MAKATI, Philippines, July 24, 2006 (ENS) - Communities from Rapu-Rapu island today filed a petition with the regional court for a permanent injunction to stop the operations of Lafayette Philippines, Inc., an Australian mining firm, amid allegations of a pesticide spill and fish kill in Albay Bay. 

The spill occurred over the weekend during test runs of polymetallic mining operations on Rapu-Rapu, located in Albay province in the Bicol region, 350 kilometers southeast of the capital Manila. 

Over 800 signatures from groups and individuals are on the petition seeking to end the polymetallic operations of the Rapu-Rapu mine. 

The petition for a permanent injunction comes one week after a class action lawsuit filed July 20 at the Makati Regional Trial Court asking for a temporary restraining order on Lafayette Processing’s 30 day test run on Rapu-Rapu island. 

People from the provinces of Sorsogon and Albay, 27 residents of Rapu-Rapu, environmental activist groups, fisher folk organizations, church people, militant organizations and television personalities filed the class suit against Lafayette Philippines, Inc. and Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Angelo Reyes. 

Lafayette Philippines Inc. corporate secretary and spokesman Julito Sarmiento on Sunday alleged that the spill into Albay Bay was "sabotage." He told the "Manila Times" the company was being harrassed. 

The Rapu-Rapu mine was site of two consecutive cyanide spills in October 2005, and the mining company was ordered to stop operating by regulatory agencies last December. 

The Rapu-Rapu Fact-Finding Commission, a body commissioned by Philippines President Gloria Arroyo after the cyanide spills, found in its report submitted May 16 that both Lafayette and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources were liable for pollution and other environmental and social problems the mine has caused in the provinces of Albay and Sorsogon. 

But, contrary to recommendations of the commission, the mine was given permission earlier this month to restart with a test run. 

The legal action filed today seeks a permanent halt to the company's operations, citing threats to people’s health and livelihood. 

The petition highlights "gross and serious misconduct" by the company which led to previous spills and a range of unresolved problems, including serious long term acid rock drainage issues. It calls for the application of the precautionary principle to the company’s activities. 

The petition also seeks to make Lafayette pay damages to the residents of Rapu-Rapu and nearby provinces who were affected by the two cyanide spills. 

"The mining issue in Rapu-Rapu is a matter of public interest in view of the environmental hazards and adverse health impacts that Lafayette mining operation poses. The people of Sorsogon are supporting the class suit, and we hope we can get justice," said Bishop Aruturo Bastes who headed the defunct Rapu-Rapu Fact-Finding Commission. 

"We filed a case because we want to stop the destruction Lafayette is causing in our island, in our environment, our future and our children's future," says Rapu-Rapu resident Nenita Cotorno, a 60 year old grandmother of seven. 

International beauty queen Miriam Quiambao also signed as a petitioner. "It is a shame that people's lives and the environment are being put at risk for the sake of the mining operation. I hope that people in the government will make decisions that will be beneficial to more people than a few," she said. "Lives, especially people's lives, are too precious." 

Not everyone is opposed to the Lafayette mine. The municipal council asked the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) to allow the Australian mining firm to stay and extract the island’s mineral resources. 

According to the "Bulatlat" weekly magazine, Councilor Marino Barranda Jr. said the municipal government changed its stand on the mining project after dialogues with new Lafayette officials this spring. 

"We are not against mining," said environmentalist Chin-chin Gutierrez. "We are against how mining is done in this country, without regard for our people, our environment, and our country's future." 

"The situation cannot guarantee Rapu-Rapu Island’s preservation and barely provides enough for the economic, social or cultural sustainability of the present generation," said Gutierrez. "Why should people and the environment always have to pay the cost to benefit the few?" 

"The petitioners, who are both residents and non-residents of Rapu-Rapu, share a common concern for the environmental, economic and health-related problems caused by the mining operations in the island," explains attorney Howard Calleja, one of the lawyers who filed the case. 

"They are invoking their constitutionally guaranteed right to a balanced and healthful ecology as well as their right to health," Calleja said. 

"The most compelling reason to restrain Lafayette’s mining operation is the occurrence of acid mine drainage. This environmental concern is something that even the DENR admits Lafayette could not control," said Calleja. 

"Rapu-Rapu should be immediately rehabilitated. The acid mine drainage and its effects in the island should be addressed, not exacerbated by allowing the island to be mined further by Lafayette," said Frances Quimpo of the Center for Environmental Concerns-Philippines. 

"It is very difficult to understand how the government can allow Lafayette to continue mining when it has already seen how Lafayette violated our laws, cheated the government of taxes, undermined the safety of the communities, and caused irreversible damages to our environment," said Antonio Casetas, on behalf of Sagip Isla, Sagip Kapwa, an islandwide environmental organization in Rapu-Rapu. 

"We have remained vigilant and have continued to protest in the streets, in spite the fact that the island is now being militarized, because this is the only way we can express our position. Our once peaceful island is not only being destroyed, it is now wrapped in apprehension and fear. We hope Lafayette and the government will let us be," said Ariel Arieto, leader of Lambat-Bicol, a fisherfolk federation in the Bicol region. 

"We do not trust that the Arroyo Administration, including the DENR, will heed our demands," said Clemente Bautista, national coordinator of the environmental activist group Kalikasan-PNE. "She has after all already demonstrated her bias for the Australian mining firm and has intransigently clung to her mining liberalization policy to protect the interest of foreign transnational mining." 

"This class suit is a fight not only against Lafayette," said Bautista, "but also a fight in defense of our patrimony."

_____________________________________________________________________________

Washington post: Warming to the Inconvenient Facts

By Michael Grunwald

Sunday, July 23, 2006; Page B01

Global warming is having its moment in the sun. The climate crisis is on "60 Minutes" and in Tom Brokaw's new documentary, on the cover of Time and Newsweek, and in Al Gore's new movie and best-selling book. But while polls show that most Americans now believe that global warming is real and significantly manmade -- in 100-degree Washington last week, it felt more real than ever -- they are much less concerned about the issue than non-Americans, and much less willing to support dramatic action to address it.

The problem is, most scientists now believe dramatic action is necessary to prevent a climate catastrophe. They warn that unless humans can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 70 percent, global warming could threaten the habitability of the earth. That's the inconvenient part of "An Inconvenient Truth." And when Gore's critics complain that such drastic reductions would require an assault on our way of life, they're telling the truth, too.

But what if Americans decided that such changes truly were necessary?

If our get-serious rhetoric on climate change were to be more than a new form of low-carbon emissions, we would have to change not only the way we live and the way we drive, but the way we think about political issues. And not only the politics of energy and the environment. If the scientists are right about an apocalyptic future of floods, droughts, dead coral reefs, rising sea levels and advancing deserts, global warming is an existential threat that should affect our approach to just about every issue. To take it seriously, we would have to change the way we think about transportation, agriculture, development, water resources, natural disasters, foreign relations and more.

It is possible to imagine a climate-conscious politics that would stretch far beyond the modest carbon reductions we rejected in the Kyoto Protocol, a politics where a policy's atmospheric costs would be evaluated along with its fiscal costs, a politics of inconvenient truths. In fact, the path to that politics is already starting to emerge, with talk inside the Beltway and action outside it.

President Bush recently decided to overturn decades of bipartisan U.S. policy by cooperating with Russia on nuclear energy issues. "We need alternatives to hydrocarbons," his assistant energy secretary explained.

Bush is no climate convert; he's more concerned with enlisting Russia's support against Iran and promoting America's nuclear industry. But it's notable how his administration made its case. Nuclear power is problematic in many ways, but it doesn't contribute to the greenhouse effect, so its supporters now make greenhouse arguments. Similarly, the sugar industry now defends its controversial price supports from the government by noting that its cane can be converted into ethanol. And the Army Corps of Engineers defends questionable navigation projects that ravage rivers to ease the way for a few barges by bragging about how many gas-guzzling trucks each barge takes off the road. Come 2008, when presidential candidates start pandering about corn ethanol in Iowa, they'll surely say they're trying to save the Earth.

Climate change may not always elevate the debate in Washington, but it is changing the debate, even on seemingly tangential issues. For if we take climate change seriously, there aren't many tangential issues. We emit greenhouse gases whenever we use fuel or electricity -- when we drive or fly, heat or cool our homes, grow or manufacture or transport our products. And government policies can encourage more or less of those activities in more or less greenhouse-friendly ways.

The obvious place to start is energy: The U.S. government provides about $25 billion in annual subsidies to fossil-fuel industries; environmentalists hope to eliminate them, or shift them into wind and solar power, energy-efficient appliances and other clean technologies. The United States also has lax fuel-efficiency standards for cars and trucks, which produce nearly one-third of our emissions; Japan's requirements are twice as stringent, and even China's are tougher. And the United States has yet to regulate carbon, or even make a commitment to cut emissions; by contrast, Germany, Britain and the Netherlands have pledged reductions of 50 percent, 60 percent and 80 percent, respectively.

But the debate is gradually starting to shift. Kyoto is still a bad word on Capitol Hill, but momentum is slowly building for modest carbon regulations pushed by Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Joseph I. Lieberman (D-Conn.), and Sen. James M. Jeffords (I-Vt.) introduced a bill Thursday that envisions 80 percent reductions by 2050. Few U.S. politicians are willing even to think about higher fuel taxes in a time of soaring gas prices, but there is talk of higher fuel-efficiency standards.

In the future, though, the climate debate will be much more than an energy debate. We would need cleaner power and fuel to cut emissions, but we would also need to use less power and fuel. That would require changes to our energy-gorging routines -- more biking, walking, carpooling, telecommuting and mass transit; smarter growth patterns; less energy-intensive agriculture; more recycling; less waste. We would need an ecologically sustainable economy, not the current cheap-oil-based one that Earth Policy Institute President Lester Brown calls the "throwaway economy."

This is where climate consciousness really gets inconvenient. For example, a climate-conscious transportation policy might target the 2.3 billion gallons of oil that Americans waste idling in traffic every year by funding commuter rail, bike paths and other alternatives to cars. A climate-conscious development policy might discourage sprawling subdivisions, instead promoting high-density neighborhoods that would reduce distances for commutes, as well as smaller homes that would require less energy to heat and cool. A climate-conscious agriculture policy might encourage organic farms, local produce and other efforts to reduce energy-intense irrigation, tilling, fertilizer and pesticide use, and long-distance shipping. A climate-conscious forestry policy might reward landowners who plant carbon-absorbing trees. A climate-conscious foreign policy -- if we ever got a handle on our own emissions -- could encourage other nations, especially fast-growing countries such as India and China, to act responsibly. And a climate-conscious campaign finance policy might seek to blunt the power of fossil-fuel industries.

"There's no way we can solve all these problems as long as the oil-and-coal monopoly calls the shots in Washington," says Ross Gelbspan, the author of "Boiling Point."

Sooner or later, and probably sooner, politics will also have to face the predicted effects of climate change, such as more frequent hurricanes and wildfires, rising sea levels and persistent water shortages. That may require rethinking federal flood insurance, lax wetlands protections and other policies that promote development in vulnerable areas. The irrigation-friendly water laws of the West may not survive a new era of drought. The Homeland Security Department could be forced to shift its focus from terrorism to natural disasters and disease outbreaks, and taxpayers would have to decide how much they want to pay for skyrocketing disaster costs here and abroad.

The climate emergency is not yet driving these debates; it is only offering "now more than ever" ammunition for supporters of various policies. Last year, Congress passed a "comprehensive" energy bill that did nothing to cure our oil addiction and a $286 billion transportation bill that will mostly fund new sprawl roads. Corn ethanol -- arguably the least efficient biofuel -- has gained new support from would-be presidential candidates such as Sen. George Allen (R-Va.), but it has always had plenty of backers.

Washington is finally talking about climate. But for action, try Bentonville, Ark., where Wal-Mart chief executive H. Lee Scott Jr. announced this month that his company would double the energy efficiency of its 7,000-truck fleet in a decade, reduce waste from its U.S. stores by 25 percent in three years and design a new prototype store that will reduce greenhouse emissions by 30 percent. "Have you ever known Wal-Mart not to follow through on a commitment of this kind?" one speaker asked. "I have not."

The speaker was Al Gore.

Indeed, Wal-Mart is already cutting emissions, which is a big deal, because the company is the largest private consumer of electricity on the planet. Wal-Mart has reduced its fuel use 8 percent by preventing its trucks from idling, saving $25 million over the past year while cutting 100,000 metric tons of emissions. It recently began buying organic cotton, and all 3,700 of its U.S. stores are using energy-efficient light bulbs. Wal-Mart is so big that a slight reduction in the packaging of one of its toy lines saved the company $2.4 million last year by cutting trucking costs, while saving 1,000 barrels of oil and 3,800 trees.

Scott thinks waste reduction and energy efficiency are good for business as well as the Earth; he eventually wants his company to generate zero waste and use only renewable energy, and he wants his 60,000 suppliers to follow suit. That could drive the climate debate faster than years of congressional bloviation.

And other sectors of corporate America are paying attention to climate as well. The storm-battered insurance and reinsurance industries are redlining vulnerable coastal areas. U.S. farmers are embracing no-till agriculture in growing numbers. Even some energy firms are trying to move "Beyond Petroleum," as the BP Global ads say; Entergy Corp. recently joined 12 states in suing the Bush administration over its refusal to regulate carbon emissions.

States are leading the battle against greenhouse gases, filing lawsuits against the Bush administration's fuel-efficiency and clean-air efforts as well. California, for example, has proposed strict fuel-efficiency standards for cars sold in the state, and Republican Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger wants to reduce the state's greenhouse emissions 80 percent by 2050. As last week's heat wave stoked brownout fears, he also announced a statewide conservation push, pleading with Californians to use less energy.

Ultimately, conservation will have to play a big role in any emissions cuts; Vice President Cheney has mocked it as a virtuous but ludicrous energy strategy, yet the collective impact of individual actions could be huge. The question is whether Americans are capable of changing their way of life without a World War II-style emergency. So far, they don't seem to think global warming qualifies; a Pew Global Attitudes Project poll last month found that only 19 percent of Americans care about it "a great deal," compared with 66 percent of Japanese and 65 percent of Indians.

But we care about soaring energy prices. We may not buy energy-efficient bulbs just because Wal-Mart gives them nice shelf space, but we might if they'll reduce our rising electricity bills. We may not buy hybrid cars to save the planet, but we might buy them to save at the pump. Global warming hasn't forced us to get serious about conservation, but the energy crisis that our runaway consumption has helped to create just might.

Money, after all, talks even louder than Al Gore.

grunwaldmr@washpost.com

Michael Grunwald is a Washington Post staff writer

who bikes to work.
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BBC: UK sets new date for e-waste law 

25.7.2006
Producers and importers of electronic goods will become responsible for their recycling from July 2007, the UK government has announced. 
Ministers said the introduction of the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) directive would ease the growing problem of e-waste. 

The legislation was introduced in every EU nation last summer, apart from the UK and Malta. 

The new date was confirmed at a launch of a consultation on the measures. 

Speaking at the launch, Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) minister Malcolm Wicks said: "Electrical equipment is the fastest growing category of rubbish across the European Union, and the UK alone is now generating about one million tonnes of the stuff every year." 

'Major difficulties' 
The WEEE directive is intended to minimise the impacts of electrical and electronic devices on the environment during their life time and when they are thrown away. 

Under its measures, producers will have to finance the treatment and recycling of equipment, and retailers will have an obligation to offer take-back services to consumers. 

WEEE was originally planned to come into force in August last year, but the government delayed its implementation citing "major difficulties". 

While many manufacturers had taken steps to make their products recyclable, problems surrounded the legacy of goods made or sold before 2005. 

Mr Wicks said he hoped the confirmation of the July 2007 date would help those affected by the plans. 

"In announcing full producer responsibility, I want to provide those businesses who have yet to take up their obligation with the certainty they need to plan for implementation," Mr Wicks added. 

The Environment Agency, which will be responsible for overseeing the measures, welcomed the announcement. 

	
	The government have gone about implementing this directive in a thoroughly shambolic way 
Alan Duncan, Conservative trade and industry spokesman 


"The regulations will lead to less waste going to landfills and more materials being made available for recycling," said the agency's head of waste regulations, Liz Parkes. 

"We have been preparing in anticipation of our role and have been gearing up to handle the registration of producers of WEEE in line with DTI proposals." 

'Longest WEEE in history' 
Peter Robinson from campaign group Waste Watch said it was good that a date was set for the much-delayed directive. 

"We are pleased it is finally coming into force, and after all the delays it is better it is late rather than a bad piece of legislation." 

The Conservative trade and industry spokesman, Alan Duncan was less complimentary, describing it as the "longest WEEE in history". 

"After five consultations, a review and three years of delays the government is today launching yet another consultation on how best to put this directive into UK law," Mr Duncan said. 

"The government have gone about implementing this directive in a thoroughly shambolic way." 

The government's consultation on the key proposals will run until October, ahead of the measures becoming law in December, with full producer responsibility being introduced from 1 July 2007. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Nouvelobs.COM: Dérogations accordées aux centrales électriques 
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Les centrales électriques sont autorisées à rejeter des eaux plus chaudes que la normale en raison de la chaleur exceptionnelle. 
E n raison de la canicule, le gouvernement a autorisé samedi 22 juillet les centrales de production électrique à effectuer si nécessaire des rejets d'eau à une température supérieure à celle prévue par la réglementation.
"Ces rejets seront limités aux situations où RTE (le gestionnaire du transport d'électricité) jugera que l'équilibre du réseau et la nécessité d'assurer l'approvisionnement en électricité nécessiteront le fonctionnement des centrales", a précisé le ministère de l'Industrie dans un communiqué.
Ils devront être réduits "dans la mesure du possible" afin de "limiter les atteintes portées à l'environnement".
Le décret du 22 juillet paru au Journal officiel dimanche concerne les centrales effectuant des rejets d'eau dans "les bassins fluviaux de la Garonne, du Rhône, de la Seine, de la Meuse et de la Moselle". 

	



Elles pourront poursuivre jusqu'au 30 septembre leurs rejets dans la mesure où l'écart entre la température de l'eau à l'amont et à l'aval après mélange ne dépasse pas en moyenne journalière 0,3°C sur la Garonne, 1,5°C sur la Meuse, la Moselle et la Seine, et 1°C sur le Rhône pour les centrales équipées de tour de réfrigération et 3°C pour celles qui en sont dépourvues.

Hausse de la consommation de l'électricité

La consommation française d'électricité connaît une hausse d'environ 3% par rapport à un mois de juillet habituel, selon RTE.
Cette hausse s'explique notamment "par l'utilisation accrue des systèmes de ventilation et de climatisation".
Dans le même temps, les moyens de production d'électricité voient leur disponibilité "limitée par l'élévation des températures des cours d'eau".
En conséquence, EDF avait annoncé dans la journée avoir sollicité des mesures de prévention exceptionnelles auprès des pouvoirs publics.
L'entreprise demandait à ce que les centrales situées en bord de fleuve puissent, si nécessaire, "prélever et restituer l'eau de refroidissement à des températures légèrement supérieures aux normes en vigueur de façon temporaire et exceptionnelle".

Colère de "Sortir du nucléaire"

Le réseau "Sortir du nucléaire" avait appelé le gouvernement à rejeter les dérogations demandées par EDF, qui une fois de plus "souhaite sacrifier l'environnement au profit de la production nucléaire".
Pour le réseau, qui fédère 743 associations, cette mesure démontre que le nucléaire est "condamné par le réchauffement climatique", qui va mettre le parc français "en grande difficulté".
"EDF et le gouvernement sacrifient l'environnement à la production nucléaire", a déploré dimanche Stéphane Lhomme, porte-parole du Réseau.
"Avec ces dérogations, les limites fixées par la loi vont être franchies et la faune et la flore vont en subir les conséquences", a-t-il ajouté.

Contre "le discours officiel"

Stéphane Lhomme s'élève contre "le discours officiel qui veut que ce soit le nucléaire qui lutte contre le réchauffement climatique", alors que "c'est exactement l'inverse". "C'est le réchauffement climatique qui met en échec le parc nucléaire".
Le militant écologiste souligne la précipitation de la décision gouvernementale.
"Entre la demande de dérogation d'EDF, la réponse du gouvernement et la parution au Journal officiel il s'est passé à peine 24 heures", avance-t-il.
"C'est le signe d'une vraie panique parce qu'ils craignent de se retrouver devant l'opinion publique et d'avoir à reconnaître que la France s'est trompée en investissant massivement dans le nucléaire depuis 40 ans".
Il estime même que le parc nucléaire pourrait être menacé dans les semaines à venir par l'assèchement des rivières ou leur réchauffement. "On pourrait se retrouver avec une bonne partie des centrales à l'arrêt et une pénurie très importante ».
Sortir du nucléaire dénonce également "les rejets chimiques massifs des centrales nucléaires dans les rivières", qui sont "d'autant plus graves" que le niveau des rivières est au plus bas, ainsi que les émissions de légionelles par les tours de refroidissement des centrales nucléaires.
"Le rapport de l'Agence française de sécurité sanitaire de l'environnement et du travail (AFSSET) publié le 21 juin dernier rappelle qu'il y avait eu une brutale augmentation de concentration de légionelles dans les tours pendant la canicule de 2003 et il est évident que c'est forcément la même situation actuellement", affirme Stéphane Lhomme.

Un dispositif similaire en 2003

Dans un communiqué, EDF souligne cependant qu'un dispositif similaire avait été mis en place lors de la canicule de 2003 et "qu'aucun impact sur la faune ou la flore n'avait été constaté".
Des dérogations lui ont déjà été accordées cet été pour trois centrales situées sur la Garonne et le Rhône.
L'entreprise rappelle avoir été récemment contrainte d'acheter de l'électricité sur les marchés de gros pour garantir l'alimentation du territoire français.
Le 19 juillet, EDF avait annoncé avoir acheté 2.000 mégawatts d'électricité à l'étranger.

(Avec Reuters)

____________________________________________________________________________

The New York Times: Climate Experts Warn of More Coastal Building 

July 25, 2006
By ANDREW C. REVKIN
Ten climate experts who are sharply divided over whether global warming is intensifying hurricanes say that this question, a focus of Congressional hearings, news reports and the recent Al Gore documentary, is a distraction from “the main hurricane problem facing the United States.”

That problem, the experts said yesterday in a statement, is an ongoing “lemming-like march to the sea” in the form of unabated coastal development in vulnerable places, and in the lack of changes in government policies and corporate and individual behavior that are driving the trend.

Whatever the relationship between hurricanes and climate, experts say, hurricanes are hitting the coasts, and houses should not be built in their path.

But coasts are attractive places to live, and political pressures on states and Congress tend to result in discounted insurance costs for property in harm’s way, the statement said. 

The scientists added that reimbursement for losses can spur more building in the wrong places. “Federal disaster policies,” they said, “while providing obvious humanitarian benefits, also serve to promote risky behavior in the long run.”

“These demographic trends are setting us up for rapidly increasing human and economic losses from hurricane disasters, especially in this era of heightened activity,” they concluded, stressing that a storm like Hurricane Katrina or worse “was (and is) inevitable even in a stable climate.”

The statement was posted yesterday at wind.mit.edu/~emanuel/home.html. 

The scientists, several of whom had publicly debated the hurricane-climate connection in recent months, said they were concerned that the lack of consensus on the climate link could stall actions that could cut vulnerability — no matter what is influencing hurricane trends. 

Philip J. Klotzbach, a hurricane researcher at Colorado State University who disputes the idea that global warming is linked to stronger storms, said the social and economic trends were completely clear.

“There is likely to be an increase in destructiveness from tropical cyclones regardless of whether they are getting more intense or not,” he said yesterday. “This is largely due to the increase in coastal population and wealth per capita in hurricane-prone areas.”

Kerry A. Emanuel, a climatologist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, drafted the statement and conducted one of several recent studies asserting that the building energy of hurricanes in recent decades was probably related to human-driven warming of the seas. 

“We as a community have said for a long time that this is a big social problem right now,” Dr. Emanuel said in an interview. “A lot of us are tired of the climate question being set up as a bigger conflict than it is.”

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Independent: Moratorium on new soya crops wins reprieve for rainforest 
By Daniel Howden in Santarem, Brazil 

Published: 26 July 2006 

The Amazon rainforest has won a temporary reprieve from an invasion by soya farmers, after Brazil's major traders in the bean agreed to a two-year moratorium on crops from newly deforested land. 

In recent years soya has overtaken illegal logging and ranching as the main engine of deforestation in the biggest and most important rainforest on the planet.

John Sauven, a campaign director at Greenpeace, said: "This is an important step as this is the first time we've had the multinationals and the Brazilians sit down and talk about environmental issues. But it will only prove to be a major breakthrough if real action is taken on the ground."

Soya has established itself as a profitable link in the processed food chain and Brazil has emerged as Europe's main supplier of soy, most of which is fed to livestock, helping to deliver cheaper meat products to supermarket shelves and fast-food counters.

The deal follows a three-year investigation by Greenpeace into the impact of the soy trade in the Amazon. Multinationals, such as Cargill, the largest privately owned company in the world, have set up soy operations inside the fragile Amazon biome.

Working with local campaigners, such as Fr Edilberto Sena, the Catholic priest who has received death threats for his part in publicising the illegal activities of the soya farmers, such as slashing and hacking their way into protected forests and indigenous lands. "They see the soya as a commodity, but we see it as the death of the forest," said Fr Edilberto.

In the area of Santarem, in Para State, the opening of Cargill's soya port has coincided with a five-fold increase in deforestation. "It's no longer unseen, it's no longer hidden.

"The companies know they're being watched. The government can't claim they don't know what's going on," said Mr Sauven.

Pressure has been mounting on the soya traders following a Greenpeace report earlier this year and an international conference in the Amazon, led by the head of the Eastern Orthodox Church, took scientists, politicians and religious leaders to the frontline of the soya wars in Santarem last week. The Religion, Science and the Environment symposium coincided with talks in Sao Paolo this week between soya traders and major UK food companies, which finally delivered a deal to halt the destruction.

In a joint statement, issued yesterday, the Brazilian grain exporters' association, which includes all the major multinationals, committed itself to "seeking to reconcile environmental conservation with economic development, through responsible and sustainable use of Brazil's natural resources". The Brazilian rainforest is the world's biggest carbon sink and a vital defence against the escalating problem of climate change.

The Amazon basin contains half of the world's remaining rainforest and is the most concentrated area of biodiversity on the planet, with as many as 300 tree species per hectare. Previous threats to the Amazon from illegal loggers and cattle farmers have converted the forest into agricultural land at a rate equivalent to five football pitches every day. But soya farming is even more pernicious, turning the thin top soil of the region into desert in as little as three years, thanks to intensive farming efforts.

The efforts of agro-business giants such as ADM, Amaggi group and French-owned Dreyfus, to open up the Amazon to the soy trade has seen illegal land grabbing on a massive scale by farmers keen to cash in on lucrative soy contracts. The protein-rich soybean in turn gets shipped to Europe where it makes up an increasing proportion of the feed given to chickens, pigs and cows.

The industry, under pressure from customers such as McDonald's, has now agreed to work with government agencies and NGOs to set up a monitoring system and safeguards to ensure that soya is not sourced from newly deforested land. "This is a critical first step but there is much more to be done," said Lori Johnson, a vice-president at Cargill.

Fundamental differences remain between conservationists and companies such as Cargill over whether there should be a future for soya farming in the Amazon basin. Cargill insists that it is a vital part of development for the 20 million people living in the area, who are among Brazil's poorest people.

How 'Independent' played key role in industry U-turn
The scale of the destruction of the Amazon rainforest and its replacement with a vast monoculture of soybean plantations was revealed by The Independent in May last year.

The millionaire farmer and ambitious state governor of Mato Grosso, Blairo Maggi, was identified as the man most responsible for the "ruthless obliteration" of an area commonly acknowledged as the lungs of the world.

Mr Maggi, whose company is the largest soybean producer in the world, said he felt "not the slightest guilt" over deforestation. The Independent's front page was reproduced across the Brazilian media, to the acute embarrassment of a man widely tipped to be planning a bid for the presidency in Brazil.

The country has made agriculture its biggest export earner and soya has emerged as its principal commodity. The soy boom was fed by concerns over cattle feed in the wake of the BSE crisis and European demand for soy-based cattle feed is soaring.

Last week, The Independent visited the front line of the soya wars where illegal farms are cutting deep into supposedly protected forest. Local communities, NGOs and conservationists complain that the insatiable hunger for soy was destroying the forest. A vast port facility built by the US multinational Cargill has replaced the fishermen's beach in Santarem. The port has twice been ruled illegal by Brazilian judges but Cargill has appealed to the High Court to be allowed to continue this lucrative trade.
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Fundamental differences remain between conservationists and companies such as Cargill over whether there should be a future for soya farming in the Amazon basin. Cargill insists that it is a vital part of development for the 20 million people living in the area, who are among Brazil's poorest people.

How 'Independent' played key role in industry U-turn
The scale of the destruction of the Amazon rainforest and its replacement with a vast monoculture of soybean plantations was revealed by The Independent in May last year.

The millionaire farmer and ambitious state governor of Mato Grosso, Blairo Maggi, was identified as the man most responsible for the "ruthless obliteration" of an area commonly acknowledged as the lungs of the world.

Mr Maggi, whose company is the largest soybean producer in the world, said he felt "not the slightest guilt" over deforestation. The Independent's front page was reproduced across the Brazilian media, to the acute embarrassment of a man widely tipped to be planning a bid for the presidency in Brazil.

The country has made agriculture its biggest export earner and soya has emerged as its principal commodity. The soy boom was fed by concerns over cattle feed in the wake of the BSE crisis and European demand for soy-based cattle feed is soaring.

Last week, The Independent visited the front line of the soya wars where illegal farms are cutting deep into supposedly protected forest. Local communities, NGOs and conservationists complain that the insatiable hunger for soy was destroying the forest. A vast port facility built by the US multinational Cargill has replaced the fishermen's beach in Santarem. The port has twice been ruled illegal by Brazilian judges but Cargill has appealed to the High Court to be allowed to continue this lucrative trade.

Daniel Howden 

____________________________________________________________________________
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Cinquante-trois départements français – plus de la moitié du territoire – restaient hier en état d'alerte, alors que le dernier bilan faisait état de 40 morts. 
 

LE BILAN de la vague de chaleur qui sévit en France depuis plus de deux semaines a été porté hier à une quarantaine de décès par l'Institut de veille sanitaire (InVS). Gilles Brücker, son directeur, a recommandé hier en annonçant ce nouveau décompte de maintenir une «vigilance maximale», au moment où «beaucoup d'organismes commencent à être fatigués» par une canicule inscrite dans la durée. Les services d'urgence des hôpitaux ont enregistré une hausse de leur activité, sans qu'un engorgement ne soit à déplorer.

 

Car la canicule a persisté hier sur une importante partie du pays, avec des températures oscillant autour des 35 degrés et qui doivent encore augmenter aujourd'hui. Cinquante-trois départements au total – soit plus de la moitié du territoire français – étaient toujours placés en vigilance orange par Météo France, hier en fin d'après-midi. «La situation est particulièrement sensible dans le Sud-Est, remarque un prévisionniste. Cette région connaît en effet une très forte chaleur depuis plusieurs jours, après avoir déjà traversé plusieurs épisodes de canicule en juillet.» De nouveaux épisodes de pollution par l'ozone ont par ailleurs été enregistrés, notamment en Ile-de-France, dans les Bouches-du-Rhône, le Var, les Alpes-Maritimes, mais aussi à Strasbourg et Mulhouse.

 

Messages de prévention 

 

Les pouvoirs publics continuent donc de multiplier les messages de prévention, diffusés dans les gares ou les transports en commun. Les premiers étudiants en médecine et médecins retraités se sont manifestés hier, après avoir été invités la veille à venir soutenir les services d'urgences (lire ci-dessous). Marqués par la canicule meurtrière de l'été 2003, plusieurs ministres se sont également mobilisés. Dominique Bussereau a annoncé une visite en Seine-et-Marne pour constater les problèmes occasionnés par la sécheresse, tandis que le garde des Sceaux s'assurait des conditions de détention à la maison d'arrêt de Versailles. À Paris, l'Inspection du travail a, de son côté, renforcé ses contrôles ciblés dans les secteurs les plus exposés, tels que le bâtiment, la restauration rapide ou les pressings. Des plaintes liées à la chaleur ont en effet été déposées ces derniers jours, émanant notamment de commerces situés au Forum des Halles, mais aussi d'autres petits établissements.

 

Mais c'est un répit à partir de jeudi qu'annoncent les prévisionnistes de Météo France. Après plus de deux semaines de chaleur continue, une dégradation orageuse devrait en effet apporter un air plus frais en fin de semaine. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________
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General Environment News

African experts focus pros and cons of GM research

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Africa might in future be forced to consume genetically modified food products from other continents if it failed to develop adequate research capacity on genetic modification, a panel of experts warned here Tuesday. The African Union (AU) High-level experts panel, set up to chart the course of biotechnology research in Africa said the African continent risked perpetual dependence on donor food aid unless it prepared itself to counter food shortages. "We are talking in 2006, in 10 years time, we do not know what the future would have. if we found out that the rice imported from China was all Genetically Modified (GM), we would be forced to eat it," observed Mpoko Bokanga, a member of the high-level panel. The AU set up the panel of 14 experts, to make recommendations on whether the continent should adopt GM research, arguing that African leaders needed unbiased research on the benefits and disadvantages of GM research before making a decision. The panel includes senior Africans in the Diaspora, among them a former Vice-President of the World Bank, a Harvard University professor and a senior South African entrepreneur who is the African president of Microsoft Corporation. "The issue (GM research) is so controversial. The African Heads of State have heard a lot of statements about GM that they mandated the AU Commission to set up this panel to advise the leaders on a common stance on GM research," Dr Bokanga told PANA. Speaking in Nairobi during a consultative conference to seek views from parliamentarians, Kenyan legislators said their local farmers were yet to benefit from months of GM research with several farmers losing key crops to viruses.  African leaders will hold the first-ever scientific conference early next year to discuss the GM research before a full Summit of the Heads of State convening in January 2007, finally endorses the proposals to be tabled by the 14-member panel.

Uganda: Bukenya Launches Solar Power Scheme

The Monitor (Kampala): THE Vice President, Prof. Gilbert Bukenya, yesterday launched his solar power project in Kakiri, Wakiso district, marking the start of what he said would be a broad and sustained effort to eradicate the hazardous kerosene lamps and help lift the impoverished masses gain greater decency of welfare. To kick off the scheme, one solar system was installed in the house of one of the residents, Mr. Bruno Nzalubara, who is among those who have completed their housing mortgage obligations. Bukenya said Uganda's population now lives on two islands; one for the affluent and the other for less unfortunate, hungry and desperate. "Our objective is to concentrate all our efforts of these multitudes who cannot afford the basics; we must aid them to afford some of these things like better lighting," The nucleus of this new project will consist of 30 solar power systems installed in selected homes in Kakiri where owners will be required to pay an upfront fee of Shs50, 000 and continue to service the remaining debt in installments for over one and a half years. The mode of payment will be through a mortgage where peasants who have demonstrated enthusiasm, diligence and consistence in rice production will get solar panels and storage batteries installed in their houses upon payment of the initial fees and be allowed to pay the remainder with proceeds from subsequent rice harvests. Bukenya says his new obsession with the kerosene lamp (Tadooba) was inspired by its dangers: it emits carbon monoxide, which, if inhaled, transforms into tar, clogs the lungs and may trigger off lethal respiratory infections. The solar power plan, according to Bukenya, is in a way part of government's Bonna Bagaggawale poverty alleviation programme. It seeks to tap into the vast agricultural potential found in much of rural Uganda. http://allafrica.com/stories/200607250810.html
Douala : Pollution chimique au quartier Bassa 

Mutations : Des centaines de personnes vivent sous la menace des déchets industriels et des éboulements de terrain. En contrebas de l’usine de la société Guinness à Ndogbong, dans la zone de Bassa à Douala, une falaise impose sa profondeur et son étendue aux visiteurs. Au milieu de cette faille terrestre, les eaux vertes d’une petite rivière coulent et arpentent le creux qui s’étend sur plusieurs centaines de mètres. Depuis quelques semaines maintenant, les populations riveraines, chiffrées à quelques centaines d’âmes, qui avaient fini par s’accommoder des odeurs pestilentielles émanant de là, ont été surprises par une coulée intermittente des déchets d’huile de toutes sortes. Les populations en proie à la pollution et aux éboulements de terrain incriminent des entreprises industrielles installées dans leur voisinage immédiat. En remontant l’origine des huiles noires qui y empestent l’environnement, des jeunes du quartier ont retrouvé des coulées provenant de la Socatur, une société de transport urbain logée à l’ancienne base de la défunte Sotuc à Bassa. Les eaux vertes quant à elles proviennent des entreprises Guinness et Cicam. Une descente sur les lieux effectuée par la mission d'inspection environnementale ayant séjourné à Douala du 23 au 27 avril 2001, avait constaté des infractions de pollution mettant en cause la société Cicam, rendue coupable de "rejet dans la nature des effluents fortement colorés et à température élevée ". Cette même mission avait constaté le non fonctionnement du système de traitement des effluents de la Cotonnière industrielle du Cameroun et condamné l’entreprise à payer une amende de 5.000.000 francs Cfa. Pour les mêmes raisons d’effluents liquides non traités et pollués déversés dans la nature, la société Guinness avait également été frappée d’une amende de 5.000.000 francs Cfa. Depuis lors, la situation environnementale continue de se détériorer. Un responsable technique de Guinness Cameroun Sa affirme cependant que l’entreprise a entre-temps acquis une unité de traitement de ses déchets liquides. http://www.quotidienmutations.net/mutations/34.php?subaction=showfull&id=1153799025&archive=&start_from=&ucat=34&
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UN or UNEP in the news

UN sets young minds on green issues 

Malay Mail, Malaysia - CHILDREN from 60 countries will be at Putrajaya for a UN conference on the environment next month.  

The International Children’s Conference on the Environment, Tunza 2006, will serve as a platform for 250 children, aged between 10 and 14 years old, to learn and discuss their rights and responsibilities concerning the environment.

Tunza is a Kishwaili (an African tribe) word meaning to treat with care and affection.

Khadija Abdul Rahman, the conference’s Malaysian organising committee chairman, said: “It is important to create an awareness among children and to educate them about the environment.

“They will be exposed to children from different countries and talk about the same issues in their own countries.”

Speaking at a cheque presentation ceremony at Balai Berita yesterday, Khadija said the financial support will enable the committee to promote environmental issues to the children.

The main theme for the conference is Save a tree — save our lungs. It is organised by the United Nations Environment Programme, Bayer, Yayasan Anak Warisan Alam and Tunza junior board.

The five-day conference will be held at the JM Marriott Hotel in Putrajaya from Aug 26.

“The public are invited for the launch and our Buana Carnival,” Khadija said.

Among the sponsors are UEM Group, Petronas, Novozymes, Nestle and HSBC.

The New Straits Time Press is the media partner for the conference.

MM says: ‘We are the world...’
http://www.mmail.com.my/Current_News/mm/Tuesday/Hotnews/20060725115608/Article/index_html 

Global Warming: Signed, Sealed, and Delivered

CounterCurrents.org, India, By Naomi Oreskes, 25 July, 2006, Los Angeles Times 

An Op-Ed article in the Wall Street Journal a month ago claimed that a published study affirming the existence of a scientific consensus on the reality of global warming had been refuted. This charge was repeated again last week, in a hearing of the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

I am the author of that study, which appeared two years ago in the journal Science, and I'm here to tell you that the consensus stands. The argument put forward in the Wall Street Journal was based on an Internet posting; it has not appeared in a peer-reviewed journal — the normal way to challenge an academic finding. (The Wall Street Journal didn't even get my name right!) 

My study demonstrated that there is no significant disagreement within the scientific community that the Earth is warming and that human activities are the principal cause. 

Papers that continue to rehash arguments that have already been addressed and questions that have already been answered will, of course, be rejected by scientific journals, and this explains my findings. Not a single paper in a large sample of peer-reviewed scientific journals between 1993 and 2003 refuted the consensus position, summarized by the National Academy of Sciences, that "most of the observed warming of the last 50 years is likely to have been due to the increase in greenhouse gas concentrations." 

Since the 1950s, scientists have understood that greenhouse gases produced by burning fossil fuels could have serious effects on Earth's climate. When the 1980s proved to be the hottest decade on record, and as predictions of climate models started to come true, scientists increasingly saw global warming as cause for concern. 

In 1988, the World Meteorological Assn. and the United Nations Environment Program joined forces to create the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change to evaluate the state of climate science as a basis for informed policy action. The panel has issued three assessments (1990, 1995, 2001), representing the combined expertise of 2,000 scientists from more than 100 countries, and a fourth report is due out shortly. Its conclusions — global warming is occurring, humans have a major role in it — have been ratified by scientists around the world in published scientific papers, in statements issued by professional scientific societies, and in reports of the National Academy of Sciences, the British Royal Society and many other national and royal academies of science worldwide. Even the Bush administration accepts the fundamental findings. As President Bush's science advisor, John Marburger III, said last year in a speech: "The climate is changing; the Earth is warming." 

To be sure, there are a handful of scientists, including MIT professor Richard Lindzen, the author of the Wall Street Journal editorial, who disagree with the rest of the scientific community. To a historian of science like me, this is not surprising. In any scientific community, there are always some individuals who simply refuse to accept new ideas and evidence. This is especially true when the new evidence strikes at their core beliefs and values. 

Earth scientists long believed that humans were insignificant in comparison with the vastness of geological time and the power of geophysical forces. For this reason, many were reluctant to accept that humans had become a force of nature, and it took decades for the present understanding to be achieved. Those few who refuse to accept it are not ignorant, but they are stubborn. They are not unintelligent, but they are stuck on details that cloud the larger issue. Scientific communities include tortoises and hares, mavericks and mules. 

A historical example will help to make the point. In the 1920s, the distinguished Cambridge geophysicist Harold Jeffreys rejected the idea of continental drift on the grounds of physical impossibility. In the 1950s, geologists and geophysicists began to accumulate overwhelming evidence of the reality of continental motion, even though the physics of it was poorly understood. By the late 1960s, the theory of plate tectonics was on the road to near-universal acceptance. 

Yet Jeffreys, by then Sir Harold, stubbornly refused to accept the new evidence, repeating his old arguments about the impossibility of the thing. He was a great man, but he had become a scientific mule. For a while, journals continued to publish Jeffreys' arguments, but after a while he had nothing new to say. He died denying plate tectonics. The scientific debate was over. 

So it is with climate change today. As American geologist Harry Hess said in the 1960s about plate tectonics, one can quibble about the details, but the overall picture is clear. 

Yet some climate-change deniers insist that the observed changes might be natural, perhaps caused by variations in solar irradiance or other forces we don't yet understand. Perhaps there are other explanations for the receding glaciers. But "perhaps" is not evidence. 

The greatest scientist of all time, Isaac Newton, warned against this tendency more than three centuries ago. Writing in "Principia Mathematica" in 1687, he noted that once scientists had successfully drawn conclusions by "general induction from phenomena," then those conclusions had to be held as "accurately or very nearly true notwithstanding any contrary hypothesis that may be imagined…. " 

Climate-change deniers can imagine all the hypotheses they like, but it will not change the facts nor "the general induction from the phenomena." None of this is to say that there are no uncertainties left — there are always uncertainties in any live science. Agreeing about the reality and causes of current global warming is not the same as agreeing about what will happen in the future. There is continuing debate in the scientific community over the likely rate of future change: not "whether" but "how much" and "how soon." And this is precisely why we need to act today: because the longer we wait, the worse the problem will become, and the harder it will be to solve. 

Naomi Oreskes is a history of science professor at UC San Diego. 
http://www.countercurrents.org/cc-oreskes250706.htm
Afghanistan Worries Drought May Boost Drug Trade 

KABUL - The Afghan government and the United Nations on Tuesday appealed for over US$76 million in aid to combat impending drought, warning that farmers could start growing opium poppies to avoid hunger. 

Afghanistan produces around 90 percent of the world's opium and the United Nations fears cultivation levels of poppy are back on the rise after production decreased in the immediate aftermath of the fall of the Taliban regime in 2001. 

Vice President Karim Khalili warned that poor farmers might resort to cultivating less water-intensive poppy if the international community does not help them combat drought. 

"The first negative impact of the drought is that farmers might be forced to illegally cultivate poppy if production (of other crops) falls sharply," he said. 

"If there is hunger, then it is natural that they will resort to this (cultivation)." 

Security analysts say money made from selling opium helps pay for the insurgency by Taliban militants, which is at its worst since 2001. 

Much of the insurgency is focused in strife-stricken southern region, which is also home to the country's main poppy-growing provinces. 

Afghanistan is the world's largest heroin-producing and trafficking country, and latest figures show illicit opium production accounts for roughly a third of the country's total economy. 

The United Nations said Afghanistan is set to face acute food shortages in the coming months due to inadequate rainfall in April and May, especially in the rain-fed areas. 

It is estimated the drought will affect up to an additional 2.5 million people living in mostly rain-fed areas. Some 6.5 million people are already seasonally or chronically food insecure. 

Afghanistan's total cereal consumption needs this year are estimated at 6 million tonnes against the production of 4.8 million tonnes. 

The rain-fed cereal harvest is usually 1.6 million tonnes, but is expected to fall to 800,000 tonnes this year. 

Chris Alexander, a senior UN envoy, said acute food shortages could trigger a humanitarian crisis, including migration of rural people to cities. 

Story by Zeeshan Haider, Story Date: 26/7/2006 
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/37396/story.htm
Over 2.5 million Afghans lack food due to drought 

People’s Daily Online, Afghan and UN officials said Tuesday more than 2.5 million people in the country are suffering from food insecurity caused by drought this year, and appealed for an aid of 76.4 million U.S. dollars. 

Afghanistan, with a population of about 31 million, was facing an imminent food crisis due to inadequate rainfall in April and May and an expected shortfall in this year's rain-fed wheat harvest, Afghan Vice President Mohammad Karim Khalili said at a press conference. 

He said over 2.5 million Afghans were affected by drought, which was more severe than last year, which needs urgent attention from the international community. 

This estimate would be in addition to 6.5 million people who are seasonally or chronically food insecure in Afghanistan. 

Afghan and the UN request assistance to the value of 76.4 million U.S. dollars to limit further negative effects of a continuing drought, Khalili added. 

Christopher Alexander, deputy special representative of the UN Secretary-General to Afghanistan, said the country was in a " strong" and "compelling" humanitarian crisis caused by drought, and the matter should be sincerely addressed. 

The total cereal shortfall this year in Afghanistan is estimated by Agriculture Ministry, assisted by UN's Food and Agriculture Organization, at 1.2 million tons, while the country's average deficit was between 0.25 to 0.5 million tons in the past years. 

The harvest of wheat, as the principal cereal in Afghanistan, would be at 3.71 million tons this year, a reduction of 13 percent from last year, according to the ministry. 

And the reduction is particularly acute for rain-fed cereal production, decreasing 50 percent from 1.6 million tons to an estimated 800,000 tons. 

Priority needs under the appeal are for 67,000 tons of cereals, 14,500 tons of other commodities and up to 26,140 tons of feed concentrate. In addition, 4,500 tons of high quality autumn and spring seeds are requested with 6,750 tons of fertilizer. 

Khalili said there would be other negative impacts except for famine if the food shortage couldn't be dealt with. Farmers would be forced to illegally plant poppy, which wants less water, and would migrate to urban areas, which is to cause big problems, he said. 

Other possible impacts of the drought are: households will consume their harvest much sooner than usual leading to steadily increasing malnutrition; seeds will be consumed before next year's planting season; animals and households assets will be sold, according to a press release jointly issued by the Afghan government and the UN. 

Source: Xinhua 
http://english.people.com.cn/200607/26/eng20060726_286639.html 

RIL first oil firm to get UN recognition for CSR 

India Daily - Jul. 23, 2006

Corporate giant Reliance Industries has earned the distinction of becoming the first Indian oil and gas company to get a recognition from the UN Environmental Programme for Corporate Sustainability Report (CSR). The recognition in the form of "In Accordance" status from the Global Reporting Initiative, a collaborating centre for UNEP, is for the maiden report of the Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance group's flagship company highlighting financial performance to social and civic responsibilities. "We strive to keep focused on understanding the needs of communities, conserving natural resources and preserving ecological equilibrium. "We have demonstrated world class operating and financial discipline, an integrated and balanced portfolio of assets, a well defined and sustainable growth plan and expanded access of great opportunities. And we continue to deliver on our promises to create superior shareholder value," Ambani said in his statement in the report. Terming the company as a global leader, Ambani said: "We are equally concerned about the society we live in and our environment." The group's philosophy was to pursue business that would trigger high growth and promote sustainable development. 

http://www.indiadaily.com/breaking_news/76096.asp
RIL first oil firm to get UN recognition for CSR 

Posted on 23 Jul 2006 by HimTimes

New Delhi, July 23: Corporate giant Reliance Industries has earned the distinction of becoming the first Indian oil and gas company to get a recognition from the UN Environmental Programme for Corporate Sustainability Report (CSR). 

The recognition in the form of "In Accordance" status from the Global Reporting Initiative, a collaborating centre for UNEP, is for the maiden report of the Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance group's flagship company highlighting financial performance to social and civic responsibilities. 

"We strive to keep focused on understanding the needs of communities, conserving natural resources and preserving ecological equilibrium. 

"We have demonstrated world class operating and financial discipline, an integrated and balanced portfolio of assets, a well defined and sustainable growth plan and expanded access of great opportunities. And we continue to deliver on our promises to create superior shareholder value," Ambani said in his statement in the report. 

Terming the company as a global leader, Ambani said: "We are equally concerned about the society we live in and our environment." The group's philosophy was to pursue business that would trigger high growth and promote sustainable development. 

Presenting the report, Ambani said that year 2004-05 witnessed a remarkable performance by RIL, including strategic investments and sound management practices. 

Ambani said the company's CSR was an effort to place sustainability at the core of its business paradigm, while pointing out that there were two challenges ahead. 

"First is to pace up in making our business strategy geared up to sustainable development and the second is to structure our policies and programmes with a much deeper engagement with our stakeholders," he said. 

He said focus on sustainability added a new and vital dimension to the company's accounting and monitoring systems which "in my view is the essence of good governance". 

Highlighting the company's contribution in social initiatives, he said: "We have partnered with various corporations, government agencies, non-governmental organisations and trusts to undertake and implement initiatives to support education for children, organising health camps, public-private partnerships for HIV/AIDS and various infrastructure development activities." 

Emphasising the role of private players in social development, he said: "Our country faces huge social infrastructure challenges. These cannot be met by government intervention alone. 

"As business leaders and responsible corporate citizens, we consider it our duty to form effective partnerships and address these needs." 

So far there have been only 162 organisations in 33 countries across the world which publish reports recognised as "In Accordance" with GRI guidelines 2002. 

RIL's report is based on GRI's internationally accepted Global Reporting Initiative Guidelines, 2002, the company said. 

http://www.himtimes.com/finance/business.php?subaction=showfull&id=1153659880&archive=&start_from=&ucat=7&
Southeast Asian countries to enhance cooperation with dialogue partners 

People’s Daily Online, The Foreign Ministers of Southeast Asian countries here on Tuesday expressed commitment to intensify cooperation in various fields with ASEAN Dialogue Partners for the mutual benefit of the peoples and region. 

The Foreign Ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) gathered here for the 39th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (AMM)/Post Ministerial Conferences/13th ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) which opened in Kuala Lumpur, capital of Malaysia in the day. 

In a joint communiqu issued after the Foreign Ministers wrapped up their discussions, the Foreign Ministers expressed satisfaction with the progress achieved in ASEAN's relations with the Dialogue Partners, namely Australia, Canada, China, the European Union, India, Japan, New Zealand, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, the United States of America, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and the increasing interest of Sectoral Dialogue Partner Pakistan to engage more with ASEAN. 

The Foreign Ministers underscored the need to maintain ASEAN centrality and unity in all dialogue and cooperation processes initiated by ASEAN. And they reaffirmed the importance of ASEAN acting and be recognized as the driving force in all facets of the regional grouping's relations with its Dialogue Partners and other external parties as well as ASEAN playing a central role in evolving regional architectures. 

In an effort to establish other forms of formal relations with other non-regional countries and international institutions to assist its development agenda, ASEAN has tasked the ASEAN Directors-General and the ASEAN Secretariat to develop new categories of partnership with non-regional countries and international institutions while maintaining the moratorium on new Dialogue Partnership. 

ASEAN welcomed the offer of the Philippines to work with the ASEAN Secretariat in identifying new ways to strengthen cooperation with the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). 

The ministers agreed that the ASEAN Plus Three (ASEAN+3) process would remain as the main vehicle with ASEAN as the driving force for East Asian community building. The year 2007 will mark the 10th anniversary of the ASEAN Plus Three cooperation. 

While emphasizing ASEAN as the driving force, the ministers reaffirmed that the East Asia Summit would serve as a platform for dialogue on broad strategic, political and economic issues of common interest to promote peace and economic prosperity in East Asia. Malaysia hosted the First East Asia Summit in Kuala Lumpur on Dec. 14, 2005. 

The Philippines has proposed to explore the possibility of having an ASEAN-UN Summit in 2007. 

The Foreign Ministers of the 10 ASEAN members countries, namely Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Brunei Darussalam, Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar and Cambodia, are due to meet their counterparts from ASEAN Dialogue Partners of Australia, Canada, the European Union, New Zealand, the United States of America and Russia here on Thursday during the Post Ministerial Conferences (PMC). 

Source: Xinhua 
http://english.people.com.cn/200607/26/eng20060726_286740.html 

General Environment News

500,000 evacuated as Kaemi makes landfall 

People’s Daily Online, Typhoon Kaemi struck the coast of East China's Fujian Province yesterday afternoon, prompting the evacuation of more than 500,000 residents. 

The typhoon which pummelled Taiwan overnight, causing widespread disruption to daily life but not enormous damage packed winds of up to 120 kilometres per hour as it landed at Weitou town of Jinjiang city at 3:50 pm, the China Meteorological Administration reported. 

Meteorologists forecast that Kaemi the fifth typhoon of the year would move northwest and bring torrential rains to Fujian, Guangdong, Jiangxi and Zhejiang provinces in the next two days. 

In anticipation of Kaemi's wrath, more than 435,000 people were evacuated from Fujian, while another 80,000 were moved from their homes in neighbouring Zhejiang Province. 

The typhoon had earlier brushed past the Philippines, causing heavy rain there. 

The evacuees in Fujian include those working in fish farms on the sea, fishermen and residents in low-lying areas, Xinhua News Agency said. 

About 44,000 fishing boats were ordered to return to harbour by yesterday, while flights from Xiamen city were postponed or cancelled. 

Local authorities were advised to monitor the safety of people living in makeshift shelters at coal mines and in mountainous areas and to boost patrols along reservoirs and dams in preparation for flooding. 

Fujian is ready with 12,000 tents, 50,000 quilts, 80,000 items of clothing and a five-day supply of food for 300,000 people, Xinhua said. 

Guangdong Province urged all fishing ships to return to local shelters and ordered construction sites to stop work during storms. 

In Shantou alone, more than 2,700 ships have returned to harbours, with all fishermen leaving the vessels by noon yesterday. 

Frequent storms and typhoons since June have resulted in heavy casualties and huge losses. 

The nation is still counting the dead and picking up the pieces in the aftermath of Typhoon Bilis, which swept through five provinces including Fujian less than two weeks ago. 

It caused 612 deaths with 208 people missing, and led to the evacuation of nearly 3 million people, according to figures from the Ministry of Civil Affairs. 

At least 29.6 million people in Zhejiang, Fujian, Guangdong, Jiangxi and Hunan provinces and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region were affected. The total losses amounted to 26.6 billion yuan (US$3.3 billion). 

The Asian Development Bank has granted a US$200 million loan to Central China's Hunan Province to deal with flood relief work, Xinhua reported. 

The province was the hardest hit by Bilis, and at least 346 people died in flooding over the past two weeks. 

The loan will help strengthen flood control measures, especially around Dongting Lake in the northern part of the province, the bank said in a statement. 

Source: China Daily
http://english.people.com.cn/200607/26/eng20060726_286702.html 

Burmese teak imports anger conservationists

Bangkok Post, TEERAWAT KHAMTHITA & KULTIDA SAMABUDDHI

The decision to allow the import of teak logs from Burma through Chiang Rai has brought cries of alarm from conservationists. They warn that allowing the resumption of Burmese teak imports will only lead to an increase in illegal logging in Thai forests. 

The Mae Sai customs office in Chiang Rai has allowed the import of 270 teak logs worth about 40 million baht via the second Thai-Burmese friendship bridge. 

The 270 cubic metres of high-grade timber belongs to Siva Co, a firm run by Thai businessmen. 

It is the first time the import of Burmese teak has been allowed through Chiang Rai province. 

The Mae Sai customs office said the Bangkok-bound logs, 60-100cm wide, are being temporarily kept at a warehouse in tambon Mae Sai. 

Sasin Chalermlab, secretary-general of the Sueb Nakhasathien Foundation, expressed concern that Thai teak trees in the northern provinces would be felled as well and illegally included in the convoy of imported timber. 

''This has happened before whenever the government has approved the import of Burmese timber. 

''What the poachers do is fell the trees in Thai forests along the border and then smuggle them into Burma in order to import them back as Burmese logs,'' said Mr Sasin. 

He called on the government to impose a permanent ban on Burmese timber imports because ''deforestation in the neighbouring country was bound to cause negative environmental impacts in Thailand, whose forest cover is interconnected with Burma's''. 

Timber imports from Burma were halted after the 1997 Salween logging scandal when it was found that the trees felled in the Salween National Park were smuggled into Burma before being imported back into Thailand. 

Mae Sai customs chief Chuchai Udompote revealed that another shipment of 20,000 teak logs, amounting to about 20,000 cubic metres, was waiting across the Burmese border and would be imported into Chiang Rai via the second friendship bridge soon. 

The bridge, crossing the Mae Sai river, was opened in January. It links the Mae Sai district with the Burmese town of Tachilek. 

Mr Chuchai said his agency had taxed Siva Co 3.2 million baht for the log imports. 

The firm had sought permission to import 620 Burmese teak logs, worth about 100 million baht, from the Thai-Burma Township Border Committee (TBC) in Mae Sai district in December last year. 

Anond Makmasil, of Siva Co, told the committee that teak imports from Burma were needed to ease a teak shortage in Thailand. 

Burma exported about 500,000 cubic metres of timber to 167 countries last year, he said. 
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/26Jul2006_news13.php 
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100 Million Trees for Venezuela

Humberto Márquez

Over the next five years, a reforestation project aims to replace a total of some 140,000 hectares of woodlands -- the number of trees logged in Venezuela each year. 

CARACAS - Venezuela has launched a five-year reforestation project for Orinoco headwaters and tributary rivers in which more than 900 conservation committees and students from more than 100 schools will help plant 100 million trees in a 150,000-hectare area. 

"Campesinos who used to clear land for crops or cow pasture are now turning to agroforestry, which is more profitable and better for the local environment," Miguel Rodríguez, vice minister of environmental conservation, told Tierramérica. 


President Hugo Chávez launched the program, entitled Misión Árbol (Tree Mission), on Jun. 4 (Tree Day), and then led school children in a day of planting in El Ávila National Park, which separates the Venezuelan capital from the Caribbean coast. 

The next step entailed collecting seeds from fruit trees and native forest trees, with the help of 926 conservationist committees -- mostly rural women -- who submitted 495 projects in conjunction with the Environment Ministry and 95 schools. 

Tree Mission -- which has a first-year budget of 23 million dollars -- will also finance the creation of tree nurseries. 

The Ministry has created technical assistance and monitoring units to follow up with the projects. 

"Nothing will be achieved if we just hand over the money -- between 15,000 and 25,000 dollars per project -- and walk away. Instead, we will ensure continuous monitoring, and distribute the funding through committees that verify targets are being met," said Rodríguez. 

These committees are set up in areas the Ministry has determined to be in need of reforestation. 

While program spans 33 basins and mini-basins, activity has focused on the northern zone in the great Orinoco plains, which sprawl across more than one million square kilometres of Venezuelan and Colombian territory. 

However, the initiative has also reached out to several indigenous and mining communities in the southeast, where the government is trying to persuade those who illegally mine along the upper stretches of the Caroní and Caura rivers to switch to other activities. Forty-seven nurseries are expected to generate 500,000 seedlings to replant 680 hectares in the area -- only a small drop in the ocean. 

The nurseries contain seedlings of native timber-yielding species whose commercial exploitation is currently banned, such as mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni), cedar (Cedrela adorata), laurel (Cordia alliodora), pochote (Bombacopsis quinata) and araguaney (Tabebula chrysantha), the national tree. 

But the plan is not a panacea for Venezuela’s deforestation woes. Rodríguez admitted that the planned reforestation will in five years cover an area equivalent to the amount of forest lost each year, which official estimates say total 140,000 of the country’s total 90 million hectares. 

Approximately half of Venezuela’s territory -- largely in the south and south east -- is forested. Non-governmental ecological organisations disagree with government figures, charging that annual deforestation rates in recent years have climbed to between 240,000 and 500,000 hectares. 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) says Venezuela has placed 56.9 million hectares, almost 60 percent of its territory, under some kind of environmental protection, which includes 11.3 million hectares of forest reserves. 

However, the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) reported that the country’s forestry cover shrank from 62 percent in 1977 down to 54 percent in 1995, which amounts to an annual deforestation rate of 400,000 hectares during this period. 

Rodríguez believes current rates are much lower, and Environment Minister Jacqueline Farías has proposed a forestry census. 

Biologist Diego Díaz, president of the Vitalis environmental organisation, told Tierramérica that both the FAO and UNDP rely on government statistics and "deforestation is more widespread than official statistics claim, because urban and agricultural areas continue to expand, and mining and unregistered logging takes a heavy toll." 

"We are in favour of reforestation, but we haven’t been told if this mission will be combined with adequate zoning plans and respect for land-use designations. Community involvement plays a key role. In other countries, unscrupulous people have been known to damage an area to get resources to reforest it," said Díaz. 

He noted that "reforestation must replace all forest strata, not just trees,” citing as an example an initiative Vitalis has undertaken with the private Metropolitan University to set up a native-plant greenhouse in El Ávila park. 

The star tree is the Caracas walnut (Juglans venezuelensis), an almost-extinct species native to the area around the capital. 

Rodríguez also highlighted the importance of "returning a sense of ownership to rural communities that are now able to do what many have always wanted: reclaim the land that provides them with a living." 

http://tierramerica.net/english/2006/0722/iecobreves.shtml 

CUBA: Mass Disappearance of Bats Skews Ecological Balance

HAVANA - Between 250,000 and half a million bats have disappeared from the Gato Jíbaro cave in the Cuban province of Matanzas, east of Havana, threatening area plant life, warn specialists. 

"It is a major catastrophe. In the best case scenario, the animals migrated. Worst case -- they died," Ercilio Vento, president of the Cuban Speleological Society, told Tierramerica. 

A key part of the ecological balance, the flying mammals consume insects, pollinate plants and disseminate seeds. 

The bats were forced out by cockroaches that began invading the cave 10 years ago, attracted by waste discarded by a nearby food factory. A clean-up of the waste failed to dislodge the insects. 

Cuba is home to 27 of the world’s approximately 2,000 bat species. 

http://www.plenglish.com/article.asp?ID={FE72DAA8-83AD-46A1-B6B6-6ACDD4770156}&language=EN
New Bolivia, Brazil Gas Talks

La Paz, Jul 25 (Prensa Latina) Bolivia and Brazil will attend the third round of bilateral negotiations, Thursday and Friday in Rio de Janeiro, on raising the price and quantity of Bolivian gas supplies to the South American giant.

Jorge Alvarado, president of State-run Yacimientos Petroliferos Fiscales Bolivianos, said negotiations await Brazil´s response to Bolivia's argument that gas prices are computed in reference to those of fuel oil, which is high in Brazil.

The matter was excluded from last week's meeting of Presidents Evo Morales and Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva at the MERCOSUR Summit in Cordoba, Argentina.

Agencia Boliviana de Informacion reports that the heads of state rather left the issue to the three-week long negotiations.

Brazil pays four dollars for one million British Thermal Units of gas and Bolivia wants to raise the price to 7.5 dollars.

http://www.plenglish.com/article.asp?ID={1DDA5C19-AB0A-48E2-A203-7F6C52BE67BF}&language=EN
Chilean Private Sector Blamed for Gas Crisis

Santiago de Chile, (Prensa Latina) Argentina advised Chile today that instead of blaming it for that country´s gas retentions, Chile should look into what the private enterprises charge Chilean families for that fuel.

Argentina´s minister of Planning, Julio De Vilo, affirmed that the responsibility for the hike in prices paid by Chilean consumers does not lie with his government, but in those companies monopolizing distribution to residential consumers in Chile.

In statements to National Televisión (TVN). De Vito highlighted that private enterprises buy gas from Argentina at 1.80 dollars the BTU (British Thermal Unit). This is a unit of energy used in the United States. It is also still occasionally encountered in the UK, in the context of older heating and cooling systems. In most other areas, it has been replaced by the SI unit of energy, the joule (J). 

This BTU is then sold to its consumers at over 24 dollars, that is more than 20 times the original price.

“More than analyzing the value of retention of exports imposed by Argentina, you have to check what is paid for the gas at the border by companies who transport and distribute it in Chile and how much they charge consumers for the fuel”, said De Vilo.

In response to the persistence of journalists, the Argentinean minister denied mentioning companies participating in the profitable business by their names but indicated the issue was dealt by president Nestor Kirchner with Michelle Bachelet during their encounter Friday during the Mercosur summit in Cordoba, Argentina.

The Chilean government rejected a demand by several members of parliament insisting on the need to regulate gas domestic prices, as Argentina does, to protect the population from big business speculation with a basic product such as gas.

[image: image5][image: image6][image: image7]
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 UN deaths put pressure on Rome talks for ceasefire

BEIRUT - Israel’s killing of four UN observers piled pressure on an international conference in Rome on Wednesday to end a 15-day-old Middle East conflict, as Hezbollah vowed not to accept any “humiliating” truce terms. 

United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan demanded an Israeli investigation into the “apparently deliberate targeting” of a UN post in southern Lebanon where an Israeli air strike killed the four UN military observers on Tuesday.

Israel said it would investigate the incident and expressed regret at the deaths, but said it was shocked Annan had suggested the observers may have been deliberately targeted.

A Chinese national was among the four observers killed, China’s official Xinhua news agency reported. It said the other three were from Finland, Austria and Canada.

With international concern already mounting over civilian casualties, Lebanon and its Arab allies will plead in Rome for an immediate ceasefire, but Washington will insist a lasting solution needs to be agreed first.

Israel, with apparent US approval, has said it would press on with its campaign against the guerrillas. It also said it planned to set up a “security strip” in Lebanon until international forces deploy.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2006/July/middleeast_July586.xml&section=middleeast

BAHRAIN

New rules for waste hauliers

TRANSPORTERS violating new rules on hauling hazardous materials will be prosecuted, the Directorate of Environmental Control (DEC) warned yesterday.

Hauliers may only collect, carry, transfer or transport hazardous municipal, industrial or other type of waste, including waste oil, if they have acquired permission from the DEC.

The new restriction was brought in last month by the directorate's Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

So far, 11 local companies have been granted permission by the directorate, said DEC director Dr Afaf Al Shoala.

"This is based on their capabilities, experience and resources to undertake the task of hazardous waste transportation in Bahrain," she said.

Dr Al Shoala was speaking during a DEC presentation, entitled Environmental Permission and Compliance by Hazardous Waste Transporters in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

It was held at the DEC premises and attended by representatives of transport companies. 

She urged industries to obtain the list of approved transporters from the directorate so that hazardous waste could be appropriately handled, transported and sent to the approved disposal facilities.

Dr Al Sho'ala advised companies and individuals to co-operate in protecting national environmental resources and to avoid any generation of pollution.

DEC senior environmental specialist engineer Rehan Ahmed said permission was given to transporters whose aims include protecting public health, conserving environmental resources and avoiding illegal disposal in water and on land.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Story.asp?Article=150719&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=29128

UAE

Instilling environmental responsibility 

Man is the most basic element of the eco-system - not separate from it; he influences it and is influenced by it. He is influenced by the living and non-living components of the environment. 

He can positively influence them with his care, concern and protection as well as with the establishment of environmental organisations whose job it is to plan environmental protection strategies and supervise their execution. 

Sadly, man can also negatively influence his environment by abusing and wasting these resources. Thus, every individual needs to be involved in the process of finding solutions to environmental problems. 

However, if there is no existent set of environmental goals and values governing the manner in which individuals deal with the environment, there would be no individual efforts; the consequences of which are disastrous. 

With this in mind, Dubai Cargo Village has created an award for individuals who contribute to the protection of the environment and who drive the process of sustainable development. 

The award covers efforts of individuals who have worked on a volunteer basis and those whose scientific, technological and academic research has left a mark in the field of environmental science. Such efforts and contributions should be rewarded and disseminated to benefit society as a whole.

Dubai Cargo Village gives away the awards (once every two years) on International Environmental Day (June 5).

http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/06/07/25/10054919.html

LEBANON

War in Lebanon is an Environmental, Health, and Food Disaster 

Israel is continuing to wage different kinds of war, its brutal and blast of bridges, infrastructure, houses, human massacres, especially children, and now it starts a new kind of war; environmental war, which Israel realizes its dangerous long term impact. Residents lately noticed a black oil spot on the Lebanese beaches, and they found out that it caused be the Israelis bomb.

10 thousands tons of oil spill on the beaches of Lebanon will kill the fisheries and  plants

http://www.annaharonline.com/htd/BEAA060726.HTM

OMAN

Major projects in Masirah

A ring road is being constructed to link districts and villages in Masirah. The road is expected to promote economic and tourism in Masirah. Construction of a waste water project and expansion of the desalination plant in Masirah is under way, says Shaikh Musallam bin Mohammed al Wahshi, Deputy Wali of Masirah. Masirah, like other wilayats of the Sultanate, has witnessed remarkable achievements during the blessed Renaissance under the wise leadership of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos. Al Wahshi enumerated the services being rendered by various governments’ offices for Masirah citizens in health care, water and electricity supplies, education, roads and ports and harbours for fishermen. With the Royal grant of His Majesty the Sultan 20 residential units will be constructed in the wilayat. The Tourism Ministry will set up a resort in Al Aija district. Other projects include ferry services besides others.

http://www.omanobserver.com/
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ANNAN ‘SHOCKED’ BY ISRAELI ATTACK ON UN LEBANON POST THAT KILLED AT LEAST 2

Secretary-General Kofi Annan expressed shock and deep distress over what he

called the “apparently deliberate targeting” by the Israeli Defence Forces

(IDF) of a United Nations observer post in southern Lebanon that has killed

two military observers, with two more feared dead.

“I call on the Government of Israel to conduct a full investigation into

this very disturbing incident and demand that any further attack on UN

positions and personnel must stop,” Mr. Annan after hearing of the attack

on the post of the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) in Rome, where he

arrived today for talks on the explosion of violence in the Middle Eastern

country.

In his statement, Mr. Annan said that the “coordinated artillery and air

attack” occurred despite personal assurances given to him by Israeli Prime

Minister Ehud Olmert that UN positions would be spared fire. The

Secretary-General said the post, near the Lebanese town of Khiyam, was

“long established and clearly marked.”

In addition, he said the UN Force Commander in south Lebanon, General Alain

Pelligrini, had been in repeated contact with Israeli officers throughout

the day, stressing the need to protect this particular UN position from

attack. At least 14 incidents of firing close to that post have been

reported since this afternoon. A UN spokesman added that the firing

continued while a search and rescue operation was taking place.

Mr. Annan said that the names and nationalities of the fallen peacekeepers

were being withheld pending notification of their families, to whom he

extended his condolences.

With UNIFIL positions hit frequently since the current crisis began, four

members of the mission’s Ghanaian battalion were lightly injured yesterday

evening when a tank round from the Israeli side hit inside their position,

while this morning, Hezbollah opened small arms fire at one of their

convoys, causing some damage but no casualties, according to a press

statement.

Hours before the UN military observers were killed, the Security Council

discussed the beleaguered mission’s future.

The 15-member body met with the countries that contribute troops to UNIFIL

before holding consultations that included a briefing by the Director of

the Asia and Middle East Division of the Department of Peacekeeping

Operations, as well as discussing Mr. Annan’s latest report on the Force, a

UN spokesman told reporters.

In his report, released yesterday, Mr. Annan said the upsurge in violence

since 12 July had “radically changed the context” in which UNIFIL operates

and he recommended its mandate be increased only for another month while

all possible options for southern Lebanon are worked out.

Before the recent violence, the Lebanese Government had called for a

six-month extension of UNIFIL’s mandate, but Mr. Annan wrote that the

“circumstances conducive to United Nations peacekeeping do not exist.”

* * *

CONDEMNING VIOLENCE IN CôTE D’IVOIRE, ANNAN BLAMES INCITEMENT BY PARTY

LEADERS

Secretary-General Kofi Annan has strongly condemned attacks by a youth

group in Côte d’Ivoire at the weekend, saying they were incited by recent

“inflammatory statements” made by the leadership of the Front Populaire

Ivoirien party with the aim of disrupting the identification process

leading to national elections in the divided country.

“The violence resulted in the loss of human lives and an attack by Young

Patriots on the vehicle of the High Representative for Elections, Mr.

Gérard Stoudmann,” Mr. Annan’s spokesman said today in a statement,

referring to the group of young supporters of President Laurent Gbagbo that

has also been blamed for the January destruction of United Nations offices

during violent protests in the western town of Guiglo.

In condemning such acts of violence, the statement added that they were in

breach of the agreements reached among Ivorian parties, including those

made at the meeting of high officials Mr. Annan convened in the country’s

capital, Yamoussoukro, on 5 July.

Mr. Annan urged all Ivorian parties to extend their full cooperation to

Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny, as the Government presses ahead with

the simultaneous implementation of the identification and disarmament

processes that aim to end the civil strife that has kept the country

divided between a rebel-held north and a Government-controlled south since

2002.

* * *

UN FOOD AGENCY SUPPLIES ARE DISTRIBUTED IN LEBANON; OTHER RELIEF AID HELD

UP IN SYRIA

United Nations food aid is being distributed today in and around the

Lebanese capital Beirut to some of the 800,000 or so people forced to flee

their homes because of the worsening conflict, but at the same time the UN

refugee agency said that relief supplies for over 20,000 displaced are

still held up in Syria because of access problems.

Separately, a senior official from the Food and Agriculture Organization

(FAO) warned of a “major food crisis” because the rising insecurity and

damage to roads and bridges in Lebanon have not only interrupted the food

supply chain but was also likely to disrupt the country’s main cereal

harvest.

“The first supply of World Food Programme (WFP) food aid – 25 tons of

fortified biscuits that had arrived from Italy on Sunday – is now being

distributed to those that had been displaced in and around Beirut,” UN

deputy spokesperson Marie Okabe told reporters in New York.

She said WFP expects to have three convoys this week in Lebanon,

transporting both its own food supplies and relief from other

organizations, with the first convoy expected to depart tomorrow for Tyre,

carrying 125 tons of wheat flour.

Ms. Okabe added that the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees

(UNRWA) reports that all of its services are functioning to provide health

assistance to Palestinian refugees and Lebanese, while it is also providing

shelter in schools and camps in southern Lebanon for 4,000 Lebanese.

However, despite these successes, relief supplies from the UN High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) for more than 20,000 displaced and

distressed people in Lebanon were blocked in Syria this morning awaiting

the opening of safe passages, the agency said.

“It is enormously frustrating to be right on the back doorstep of Lebanon

and ready to move in with hundreds of tons of aid, but the door remains

closed,” UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis told journalists in Geneva.

While relief supplies remained blocked, four members of UNHCR’s special

emergency team joined a UN convoy and crossed into Lebanon from Syria

today, she added. The team is being sent to reinforce staff already on the

ground in Beirut and by the end of the week, 25 members of the emergency

team are expected to be on the ground and will be split between Lebanon and

Syria.

The rising insecurity and damage to roads and bridges caused by the

conflict have interrupted the food supply chain in Lebanon, which relies on

food imports for around 90 percent of its cereal needs, the FAO said today,

warning also that the population displacement is likely to disrupt the

country’s main cereal harvest.

“These factors combined provide the recipe for a major food crisis,” said

Henri Josserand, Chief of FAO’s Global Information and Early Warning

System.

The UN yesterday launched a $149 million appeal for Lebanon covering the

next three months and focusing on the immediate needs of the affected

population for food, health care, logistics, water and sanitation,

protection and common services.

* * *

ISRAEL USED DISPROPORTIONATE FORCE IN GAZA, SAYS UN HUMANITARIAN CHIEF

The top United Nations aid official said today that Israel’s military

offensive in the Gaza Strip is a “disproportionate use of force” but he

again emphasized that all sides in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict were

guilty of violating humanitarian law.

Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and

Emergency Relief Coordinator, made his comments while on a visit to Gaza as

part of his continuing humanitarian mission to the region, from where he

will travel to northern Israel tomorrow to see the destruction caused by

Hezbollah rockets.

“This was clearly a disproportionate use of force,” he said during a visit

that included a health clinic damaged by Israeli incursions last week and

also a stop at the power station that was destroyed by an air strike on 28

June, leaving the Gaza Strip without 45 per cent of its prior electricity

supply.

Mr. Egeland made similar remarks to reporters earlier this month, when he

also called for an end to rocket attacks that have rained down on Israel

from Gaza and Lebanon, and for all those kidnapped to be released. After

Palestinians from Gaza kidnapped a soldier, Israel seized dozens of

Palestinians, mainly from the Hamas movement.

A UN spokeswoman in New York said Mr. Egeland had also travelled to Gaza

City today where he met with the Commissioner General of the UN Relief and

Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), as well as with community

members, UN and other agencies.

He also met with Palestinian Authority leader Mahmoud Abbas in Ramallah,

before tomorrow travelling on to Haifa, the spokesman added.

More than 100 Palestinians, many of them civilians have been killed in the

last month alone in Gaza and Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called for

“an immediate cessation of indiscriminate and disproportionate violence in

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.”

* * *

AMERICAS MUST PREPARE FOR BIRD FLU, UN AGENCIES AND PARTNERS URGE IN NEW

DRIVE

Though no cases of avian flu or its H5N1 virus have been reported yet in

birds or humans anywhere in the Americas, United Nations health agencies

and other partners today launched a new preparedness campaign for the

disease, which they say could reach the hemisphere at any time and possibly

mutate into a human pandemic.

“We need to be prepared for H5N1 to enter the Western Hemisphere, whether

it is through wild birds or commerce or a combination of the two. We should

take this interval to get prepared,” said David Nabarro, senior UN system

coordinator for avian and human influenza, in a message taped for a two-day

meeting of health experts at the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

headquarters in Washington.

The new Inter-Agency Communication Framework for Avian and Human Influenza

in the Americas sets forth a common approach for communicating with the

media, government officials, the private sector and the general public, as

part of ongoing efforts to prevent and prepare for avian and pandemic flu.

To date, H5N1 has been detected in birds in some 45 countries in Asia,

Europe, Africa and the Middle East, spreading to 30 of those countries in

just the past six months. The disease has prompted the death or culling of

more than 200 million birds and has cost $10 billion in economic losses in

Asia alone. In 10 countries, the virus has infected humans, causing 231

cases and 133 deaths as of 20 July.

At the very least, the arrival of H5N1 in birds in Latin America and the

Caribbean would represent a serious threat to the poultry industry. In

addition, the virus could mutate into a strain that is easily transmissible

between humans.

Polling in Latin America and the Caribbean shows low public awareness of

the risks of avian flu, as well as widespread scepticism about the

likelihood of H5N1 mutating into a human virus that could spark a pandemic.

Few people in the region see the problems as requiring priority attention.

Among the goals of the communications campaign, the health experts plan to

disseminate information on the spread of avian flu and actions to counter

it, to build trust with public health officials and animal health

officials, and to work with governments to bolster their own communications

strategies.

* * *

ANNAN APPLAUDS STAGING OF INTERNATIONAL DONORS’ CONFERENCE IN HAITI

Welcoming today’s international donors’ conference for Haiti,

Secretary-General Kofi Annan called on donors to give generously so that

the impoverished Caribbean nation can rebuild its economy and

infrastructure.

The one-day conference, being held in the capital Port-au-Prince, follows

presidential elections in February that were won by René Préval.

In a statement issued by his spokesman, Mr. Annan said “the fact that is

being organized in Port-au-Prince for the first time illustrates the firm

commitment of the Haitian authorities to shape their country’s own

destiny.”

Urging donors to make generous pledges, the Secretary-General said

international support remains essential as Haiti tries to rebuild its

economic life and reform its rule-of-law institutions.

* * *

DARFUR: UN ENVOY CONDEMNS KILLING OF SUDANESE OFFICIALS AT CAMP FOR

DISPLACED

The United Nations’ top envoy to Sudan today condemned the killing of three

Sudanese Government officials at a camp for internally displaced persons

(IDPs) in the violence-plagued West Darfur region, and he urged community

leaders to play a proactive role in preventing further violence.

In a formal statement today, Jan Pronk, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s

Special Representative for Sudan, expressed concern about the lack of

security and the resulting deterioration in conditions in IDP camps that

last Thursday led to the three members of the State Water Corporation, who

were testing water at the Hissa Hissa camp, being beaten to death by IDPs.

In many such camps, Mr. Pronk said, “the conditions for the conduct of

humanitarian activities are no long available or significantly affected by

insecurity, which has been worsened by a wide availability of weapons.”

According to the recently signed Darfur Peace Agreement, responsibility for

the internal security of those IDP camps under Government control falls to

the Government in cooperation with the African Union (AU) peacekeeping

mission.

Mr. Pronk expressed hope that the AU will soon be able to re-establish its

police presence in the camps, after it was suspended due to attacks on its

personnel. “AU deployment inside IDP camps is crucial to ensure security

within the camps and provide the adequate environment for humanitarian

work,” he said.

* * *

BAHRAIN TERROR BILL IS NOT IN LINE WITH INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW – UN

EXPERT

An independent United Nations human rights expert today urged Bahrain’s

Government to amend a new counter-terrorism bill, expressing concern that

the law could harm human rights in the country and would be “particularly

troubling” as the Kingdom is a member of the newly constituted UN Human

Rights Council.

The bill, titled “Protecting Society from Terrorists Acts,” is awaiting

ratification by the Head of State before becoming law, but the Special

Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental

freedoms while countering terrorism, Martin Scheinin, called for the

legislative and executive branches to “reconsider.”

“While fully conscious of the fact that States’ obligation to protect and

promote human rights requires them to take effective measures to combat

terrorism, I encourage the executive and legislative branches of Government

to make amendments to this bill to bring it in line with international

human rights law.

“Disregarding concerns based on international human rights standards would

be particularly troubling in the case of a country that is a member of the

newly constituted UN Human Rights Council.”

The Special Rapporteur wrote to the Government in March and again last

month, when this bill was before Parliament, identifying some issues of

concern regarding the proposed legislation and he also listed these four

broad areas in today’s statement.

He said he was concerned that:

the definition of terrorism is overly broad since there is no requirement

of specific aim to commit a terrorist act and some acts are deemed to be

“terrorist” without the intention of causing death or serious bodily injury

– thus this definition goes against several human rights instruments;

restrictions on freedom of association and assembly would allow the

criminalization of peaceful demonstrations by civil society;

excessive limitations are being placed on freedom of speech due to the use

of broad and vague terms regarding the offence of incitement to terrorism

since there is not a clear threshold for criminalization established;

rights to due process would be denied because of the excessive powers of

the Public Prosecutor regarding detention without judicial review.

Mr. Scheinin and other Special Rapporteurs are independent, unpaid experts

with a mandate from the Human Rights Council.

* * *

DROUGHT IN AFGHANISTAN PROMPTS UN APPEAL FOR $76 MILLION

Warning that more than 2.5 million people are facing food shortages if they

do not receive assistance, the United Nations and the Afghan Government

today launched a joint appeal for $76 million to deal with the country’s

emerging drought.

Insufficient rainfall during April and May means this year’s rain-fed

harvest of wheat, by far the country’s most important cereal crop, is

likely to be much lower than needed, the UN Assistance Mission in

Afghanistan (UNAMA) noted in a statement released in Kabul.

UNAMA warned that the drought could force many households to consume their

harvest much sooner than normal, sell their animals and other assets, and

also turn to poppy cultivation as a means of income.

At the launch of the six-month appeal, the Deputy Special Representative of

the Secretary-General, Christopher Alexander, described the situation as “a

human crisis.”

“It’s not just a question of lack of rain,” Mr. Alexander said. “It’s a

question of livelihoods being in jeopardy, children being unable to

continue their study, people selling their livestock… families having to

move.”

Earlier this month the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) predicted

that Afghanistan will face a shortfall of 700,000 tonnes of wheat because

of the reduced rainfall. Droughts are a regular occurrence in Afghanistan,

and this year the country’s northern and north-western provinces have been

hit particularly hard.

Funds gained from the appeal will be used to buy more than 67,000 tons of

cereals, as well as feed concentrate, autumn and spring seeds, fertilizer

and other commodities. The UN and the Afghan Government said they are also

focusing on upgrading emergency water supplies in affected areas.

* * *

DR CONGO: AID NEEDED FOR THOUSANDS FLEEING OR RETURNING IN EAST, UN

AGENCIES SAY

United Nations agencies called today for more humanitarian aid for the

eastern provinces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) as

thousands either flee their homes or return to decimated villages due to

persistent violence in the run-up to historic national elections.

“These are the largest displacements that we’ve had to deal with in this

region for at least two years, when the last heavy fighting occurred here,”

said Felix Bamezon, DRC Country Director for the UN World Food Programme

(WFP). “The historic elections are attracting the world’s attention but

whatever the outcome, the need for food assistance will remain.”

Such mass displacement is particularly worrying in Gety, in Ituri Province,

the WFP said, where some 38,000 people have taken refuge in the wake of

recent fighting between recalcitrant militias and Government troops, and

where stocks of food aid are running dangerously low.

At the same time, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported

that in the eastern Katanga Province about 2,200 families, or 80 per cent

of those who fled recent clashes between Government and militia forces,

have recently returned to the Sampwe area.

The returnees, according to a UN inter-agency assessment mission, found

their houses destroyed and the harvest either ruined or looted by militia

groups. They are in urgent need of shelter, basic household items,

clothing, food rations, seeds and tools, which must be received before the

rainy season.

UNHCR said it plans to distribute return packages and shelter construction

kits to returns, with other agencies helping with assistance for other

needs, but it warns that the risk of destabilization in such areas of

Katanga remains high.

Meanwhile, in Gety, WFP said it distributed a two-week ration to 30,000

people on 14 July from its warehouses in Bunia, the main town of Ituri, but

its stocks have almost run out in the area and more resources are urgently

needed.

The food aid agency says it aims to feed 1.7 people in the DRC, but has

received only 58 per cent of the $253 million required for its relief and

recovery operation in the country from January 2004 to June 2007, leaving a

shortfall of $106 million.

* * *

UN REFUGEE CHIEF VISITS SRI LANKA TO DISCUSS FATE OF 300,000 DISPLACED BY

CONFLICT

The head of the United Nations refugee agency begins a three-day mission to

war-ravaged Sri Lanka today where he plans to meet representatives of the

more than 300,000 people displaced by the conflict between the Government

and the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

The visit will be the first by a head of the UN High Commissioner for

Refugees (UNHCR) to the country, where it has been working with

conflict-displaced people since 1987, the agency said, adding that High

Commissioner António Guterres is also expected to meet Government officials

as well as members of the LTTE.

“The purpose of his visit is to meet displaced people in the north and east

of the country and hear first-hand their concerns and needs. He will also

meet UNHCR staff to discuss their humanitarian work,” UNHCR spokesperson

Jennifer Pagonis told reporters in Geneva.

“In Sri Lanka, our activities are centred on providing protection for an

estimated 314,400 internally displaced people, some of whom have been out

of their homes for more than 20 years.”

Since April this year, some 50,000 people have fled their homes because of

renewed violence and are now living mainly in neighbouring communities in

Trincomalee, Batticaloa, Puttalam and in the north of the country. UNHCR is

monitoring the displacement and providing protection and humanitarian

assistance to the newly displaced.

However, despite the deteriorating security situation in the north and

east, a UNHCR-funded organisation in Jaffna is pushing ahead with

construction of new shelters for people displaced or made homeless during

the almost two decades of civil war.

The Jaffna Social Action Centre (JSAC) is building or upgrading more than

450 shelters across the Jaffna peninsula in the north for families living

in makeshift shelters on their own land or still displaced since the 2002

ceasefire between the Government and the LTTE.

"We discussed the current situation and decided to overcome it," said

Pathmanathan, JSAC's shelter project coordinator. "The people we are

helping have been displaced for years. UNHCR has given us a golden

opportunity to meet their needs so we just try to deal with the security

problems."

* * *

====================================================================
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Secretary-General in Rome
The Secretary-General is in Rome today to attend an international conference on Lebanon tomorrow.  And, he told you before his departure that he hoped that a package would emerge from the discussions that would allow for concrete measures to resolve the Lebanon crisis.

**Secretary-General Statement on Côte d’Ivoire
I have a statement attributable to the Spokesman on Côte d’Ivoire:

“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned about the recent inflammatory statements by the leadership of the Front Populaire Ivoirien, which have incited the Young Patriots to resort to acts of violence aimed at disrupting the ongoing identification process in Côte d’Ivoire.  The violence resulted in the loss of human lives and an attack by Young Patriots on the vehicle of the High Representative for Elections, Gérard Stoudmann.

“The Secretary-General strongly condemns these acts, which are in breach of the agreements reached among Ivorian parties, including during the high-level meeting he convened in Yamoussoukro on 5 July.  He urges all Ivorian parties to extend their full cooperation to the Prime Minister as the Government presses ahead with the simultaneous implementation of the identification and disarmament processes.”

And we have that statement upstairs for you.

**Security Council
At United Nations Headquarters, the Security Council began its work this morning by meeting with the countries that contribute troops to the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL).  The Council, then, went right on to consultations on that Force, with a briefing by Lisa Buttenheim, Director of the Asia and Middle East division of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations on the recent developments, including the Secretary-General’s latest report on that Mission, which we reported to you yesterday.

And in that, the Secretary-General recommended that the Council extend the mandate of UNIFIL by one month to provide the time for the Council to consider all possible options for future arrangements in south Lebanon.  In the current environment, he said in that report, circumstances conducive to United Nations peacekeeping do not exist.

And the mission itself -– the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon -– reports today that there are a number of civilians who are still stranded in southern Lebanese towns, where intensive fighting between Israeli forces and Hizbollah is taking place.  The mission says that four members of the Ghanaian UNIFIL battalion were slightly injured yesterday evening, when a tank, round from the Israeli side, impacted inside their position.

Meanwhile, this morning, Hizbollah opened small arms fire at a UNIFIL convoy consisting of two armoured personnel carriers (APCs), causing some damage to the APCs, but no casualties.

The mission also reports that a number of positions were resupplied yesterday, with additional resupply convoys planned for today.  We have more details in a press release from the Mission, upstairs.

**Lebanon/Humanitarian
Turning to the humanitarian side, the World Food Programme (WFP) said today that it expects to have three convoys this week in Lebanon, which will be transporting both WFP food supplies and relief from other organizations.  The first convoy was expected to depart tomorrow for Tyre, carrying 125 tons of wheat-flour.  The first supply of WFP food aid –- 25 tons of fortified biscuits that had arrived from Italy over the weekend –- is now being distributed to those that had been displaced in and around Beirut.  The agency hopes that other humanitarian convoys would leave this week.

Meanwhile, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) reports that all of its services are functioning through some 600 health-care professionals working around the clock to provide health assistance to Palestinian and Lebanese refugees.  UNRWA has been able to provide shelter in schools and camps in southern Lebanon for 4,000 Lebanese.  We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Geneva.

**Gaza/Humanitarian
And, turning to Jan Egeland’s mission, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator toured the Gaza Strip this morning, following his arrival last night in Israel.  He toured two UNRWA schools and a health clinic that were damaged by Israeli incursions last week.

Egeland then visited the Gaza power station, which was destroyed by an air strike on 28 June, leaving the Gaza Strip without 45 per cent of its prior electricity supply.

Egeland later travelled to Gaza City, where he met with the UNRWA Commissioner General and, held a town hall meeting with local community members.  After his return from Gaza, Egeland met with Palestinian Authority leader, Mahmoud Abbas, in Ramallah.  And, tomorrow, Mr. Egeland plans to travel to Haifa to view the destruction and human suffering that has been wrought there by rockets launched into Israel by Hizbollah.

** Somalia
And, on Somalia, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, François Lonseny Fall, is in Somalia today on a mission to ease tensions between leaders of the Transitional Federal Government and the Supreme Council of the Islamic Courts.  Fall is scheduled to hold meetings with the president of the Transitional Federal Government in Baidoa and with the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Supreme Council of the Islamic Courts in the capital Mogadishu.

Before leaving for Somalia, Fall said in a press release issued by his office that the goal of his mission is to encourage the parties to enter into a genuine and meaningful dialogue.  And, there is a press release on this upstairs, and we are expecting an update from his office shortly on this mission.

** Haiti
And, turning to Haiti, the Secretary-General welcomes the holding of an international donors’ conference for Haiti.  The fact that this is being organized in Port-au-Prince for the first time illustrates the firm commitment of the Haitian authorities to shape their country’s own destiny.

The support of the international community has been essential to the success of Haiti’s electoral process, and the work to stabilize the country.  It will remain vital as Haiti works to reform its rule of law institutions, rebuild economic life and restore dignity and hope to the daily lives of its people.

The Secretary-General encourages donors to pledge generously in support of national priorities, including direct budgetary support.  He appeals to the international community to work closely with the United Nations Mission in mandate-related areas, and with the United Nations Country Team on other activities.  And, he wishes the Haitian people every success on the road to building a stable, inclusive and prosperous nation.

** Sudan
And, on Sudan, we do have a statement issued by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Jan Pronk, in which he condemns the killing of three Sudanese Government officials in West Darfur last week at an internally displaced persons (IDPs) camp there.  The three officials were members of the Government State Water Corporation, and were testing water in the camp when they were beaten to death by IDPs.  There’s more information on that upstairs.

** Democratic Republic of the Congo
And, in a press release published today on the DRC, the UN World Food Programme warns that, due to violence and the displacement of tens of thousands of people, its food stocks are now stretched to the breaking point.

The situation is particularly dire in the eastern Ituri province, where the tense security situation is disrupting humanitarian relief work.  The agency has launched an appeal for more than $250,000 to feed some 1.7 million people in that region.

And also on the DRC, the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) reports that an assessment mission conducted this month in the eastern Katanga Province, also in the east, found that more than 2,000 families of IDPs had spontaneously returned to their villages of origin in recent weeks.  Overall, an estimated 170,000 people are displaced within Katanga province.

And, I mentioned yesterday that we were trying to arrange a briefing for those of you who are interested in the elections.  There is a background briefing being planned.  If you are interested, please contact Yves Sorokobi in the Spokesman’s Office upstairs.

**HIV/AIDS
The Secretary-General –- this is just a recap from yesterday -- made a statement yesterday evening, following the AIDS-related meeting with the top executives of nine of the world’s leading research-based and generic pharmaceutical and diagnostic companies.  

And he noted that, among other things, the companies committed themselves to reviewing their prices, especially for children, to make them more affordable, accessible and appropriate for use in middle- and low-income countries.  The companies will also give greater priority to research and development of paediatric formulations of HIV medications.

And the United Nations, for its part, agreed to devise, promote and update guidelines on diagnosis, treatment and product quality for adults and children.  The companies also agreed to meet with UNAIDS and the UN Secretariat at a high level once a year to review progress and identify further measures.  That full statement was issued last night, and is available upstairs.

**Children and Armed Conflict
And the Security Council, also yesterday, late in the afternoon, adopted a presidential statement at the end of the day on a meeting on children and armed conflict.  In it, the Security Council underscored the importance of sustained investment in health, education and skills training, to secure the successful reintegration of children into their communities and prevent re-recruitment.  The specific situation of girls exploited by armed forces and groups must be recognized and adequately addressed, the statement said.

** Sri Lanka
And just to flag that the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, António Guterres, begins a three-day mission to Sri Lanka today to meet displaced people in the north and east of the country.  It will be the first mission by the head of UNHCR to Sri Lanka, where the agency has been working with [conflict displaced persons] since 1987.  That’s according to UNHCR.

** Afghanistan
And, on Afghanistan, the United Nations, together with the Government of Afghanistan, today launched a six-month humanitarian appeal.  Amounting to over $76 million, the appeal aims to meet the urgent needs of more than 2.5 million Afghans suffering from drought and food insecurity.  There is a press release on that upstairs.

That’s all I have for you, today.  Anything for me? Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Marie, yesterday, the World Trade Organization failed in its Doha round, and there are indications that the negotiations may not resume until 2009.  Is the Secretary-General disappointed, and does he have any reaction?

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, the Secretary-General has been in touch with Pascal Lamy, head of the World Trade Organization, and yes, he is disappointed with the outcome.  But, he urges the parties to exert their efforts and not walk away and keep working so that there can be an agreement that benefits the developing countries of the world that need genuine market access opportunities.  And, this is something that the Secretary-General has repeated over and over again in his speeches and public statements over the last several months.

Question:  Marie, I just want to ask you about the meeting that you mentioned that Annan had yesterday with the pharmaceutical companies.  Was there anything discussed about, I think it’s called [inaudible], was the French initiative, or the airline tickets.  They launched it here, right before the World Cup at the beginning of June.  Apparently, that failed, and I was trying to find out if there’s been any follow-up.  Did he mention that at all when he was speaking to these pharmaceutical companies?

Deputy Spokesman:  In the statement that was issued following the meeting, there was no reference to what you mentioned.  But, we can certainly… come to my office, and we can look into it with the organizers and those who participated, if that issue came up.

[The correspondent was later informed that the Secretary-General had indeed mentioned the International Drug Purchase Facility, which is to be funded by the French airline solidarity tax, in his opening remarks.  He said that such initiatives were helping to save millions of lives.]

Question:  I’m sorry.  I got in late, so if you touched on this, I apologize.  But, I understand that Kofi Annan is calling for an extension of the UNIFIL mandate for another month.  Can you explain what the rationale is behind that?

Deputy Spokesman:  Yes.  Yesterday, the Secretary-General’s report on UNIFIL came out, and he has recommended that one month extension at that time, while the Security Council and the international community look at the shape of the Mission in southern Lebanon because clearly, right now it is not able to execute what its mandated to do, given the current conditions on the ground.

Question:  But, the rationale for doing that is what exactly?

Deputy Spokesman:  I just explained the rationale, so that…

Question:  …to allow time, just this period to figure that out?

Deputy Spokesman:  Exactly.

Question:  Do you have any new information on the Rome conference?

Deputy Spokesman:  In what sense?

Question:  I mean any new developments there?

Deputy Spokesman:  The Secretary-General, I think, flagged for you yesterday, before he left for the conference.  The conference is being organized -– the UN is not organizing it -- so my understanding is that it’s the United States and Italy that are organizing it.  The Contact Group of Lebanon, of which the United Nations is a member, is invited, as are a number of other participants, who have been invited by the organizers.  If you want to go over the list, it’s not ours, but I can share what I have.

Question:  I just wanted to know if you have any information, any result coming out of the…

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, the meeting is tomorrow.

Question: [inaudible].

Deputy Spokesman:  Yes, today he has arrived, and he’s getting ready for the meeting tomorrow.

Question:  And beyond the meeting, is he then going on to one of the capitals in the region, in the Middle East that is, to…

Deputy Spokesman:  As of now, he’s scheduled to be back here on Thursday.

Question:  So, it’s just straight to Rome and back?

Deputy Spokesman:  That’s the current plan. Yes?

Question:  Sure.  On the Congo –- and I definitely will look forward to that briefing -– earlier today, you know, there were big rallies in Kinshasa and tear gas was fired at people calling for the election to be put off, due to the irregularities, they say.  This William Lacy Swing –- is he still in Ituri? Has he… as of yesterday, he said he was not overly anxious about violence in the east, but, does he have anything to say about violence in the capital?

Deputy Spokesman:  I don’t have anything directly from him today.  But, I think I just flagged to you a number of press releases issued by various UN entities on the ground that are shedding light on the state of play on the ground.  Mr. Swing’s activities today –- I’ll have to look into it for you.

Question:  I actually, yesterday outside the pharmaceutical meeting, I managed to, whatever, I gave the Secretary-General this Reuters article that concerned Peter Karim, the one who took the UN peacekeepers hostage and is now in the Congolese army.  So, he said he was thinking about the pharmaceutical companies.  But, I’m wondering -– somehow I doubt that you’ve gotten a response from him, but I’m wondering if you could try –- the Secretary-General, himself, I’m wondering if he has anything to say about the individual who kidnapped the peacekeepers now being in the army.  Because, I went back and looked, on 30 May, at the stakeout, he said there’d be personal accountability for Peter Karim, by name, and no impunity.  So, I just wanted, it’s not a I tried to do what I can to get the wheels in motion to have some answer to that, whether this constitutes accountability or impunity.

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, I’m sure that, if he said what he said, he believes in what he said, but we’ll get…  Okay, but I think his position probably has not changed.

Question:  Just wondering about the OIOS –- have they gotten back to you when they might be coming into this room to brief the press about their activities and reform of their organization?

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, OIOS, as you know, is independent, so, I suggest, and I recommended earlier, that if you want them to come, please make the request to them.

Question:  They’ve always referred back to your office, so I’m just wondering if there’s been any…

Deputy Spokesman:  They’re aware that there is a request.  But, I’m not sure there’s much more that we can do from our position, but, I’ll certainly flag it again.

Question:  Thank you.

Question:  What are the Secretary-General’s expectations for the meeting tomorrow?

Deputy Spokesman:  I think he laid them out yesterday at the stakeout.  There is nothing further than that today.

Question:  On Somalia, you’d said there’s a report that Mr. Lonseny Fall’s call for the Islamic Courts to meet with the Transitional Government has been rejected by the Islamic Courts.  They say because Ethiopia has troops inside Somalia.  So, I don’t know, are you able, is the UN able to confirm that Ethiopia is in Somalia, that the troops are in Somalia, or not?

Deputy Spokesman:  I mentioned to you last Friday that we were not.  However, because Mr. Fall has been to Somalia today, we hope to get some more information on that, later.  And, we’ll certainly update you when we do.

Question:  Just wondering about UN forces in that area, in Somalia and Ethiopia -– what sort of strength is there on the ground in terms of presence, should something erupt in a serious way down there?

Deputy Spokesman:  Well, the UN mission, right now, is a political mission.

Question:  So, there are no peacekeepers of any sort, no infrastructure?

Deputy Spokesman:  No.  There are no more questions? Have a good afternoon. 

* *** *
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